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GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION,  March  9,  A.  L.  6864. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, was  held  at  Freemasons1  Hall,  in  Boston,  on  Wednesday, 
March  9,  A.  L.  5864. 

PBS  SENT. 

M.  W.  William  Parkmak,  G.  Master. 
R.  W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  D.  G.  M. 
"    William  S.  Gardner,  S.  G.  W. 

Benjamin  Dean,  J.  G.  W. 
"     John  McClellan,  G.  Treasurer. 

Charles  W.  Moore,  K.  G.  Secretary. 


FROM 


MARCH  9,  1864,  TO  DECEMBER  97,  1864. 


W. 


Sls&y,  j  G.  Chaplains. 


«« 


William  D.  Stratton,  G.  Marshal. 
Samuel  P.  Oliver,  S.  G.  D. 
Henry  Mulliken,  J.  G.  D. 


£n'  |  G.  Stewards. 


F.  J.  Foes,  G.  Pursuivant. 
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DISTRICT  DEPUTIES. 

R.  W.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  District  No,  1. 

44  William  Sutton,  41  No.  2. 

44  William  F.  Salmon,  44  No.  3. 

44  J.  P.  Lovell,  44  No.  4. 

44  Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmun,  44  No.  6. 

44  Rev.  R.  S.  Pope,  44  No.  8. 

44  Henry  Chickering,  44  No.  9. 

44  Newell  A.  Thompson,  44  No.  12. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form  at  quarter  past  two 
o'clock.    Prayer  by  Rev.  Bro.  Alger. 

The  following  Proxies  were  recognized : — Bro.  Albert  £.  Fofth,  for 
Hampden  Lodge ;  Bro.  Joseph  Blankership,  for  Marion  Lodge ;  Bro. 
David  Blaney,  for  Philanthropic  Lodge ;  Bro.  B.  6.  Phillips,  for  Pil- 
grim Lodge. 

The  Dispensation,  Records,  &&,  were  returned,  and  Petitions  for 
Charters  presented  by  the  following  Lodges,  Viz: — Mount  Olivet 
Lodge,  Cambridge ;  Pioneer,  Somerset,  and  Blue  Hill,  Canton.  All 
of  which  were  referred  toR.  W.  Bros.  Gardner,  Coolidge  and  Thomp- 
son, who  subsequently  submitted  the  following  Report,  which  was 
adopted : — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  March  9,  1864. 
The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Petitions  of  certain 
Brethren  praying  to  be  constituted  by  Charters  into  Regular  Lodges 
as  follows : — At  Cambridge,  by  the  name  of  Mount  Olivet  Lodge ;  at 
Canton,  by  the  name  of  Blue  Hill  Lodge,  and  at  Somerset,  by  the 
name  of  Pioneer  Lodge,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  examined  the  Dispensations,  By-Laws,  Returns, 
Records,  and  Registers,  presented  for  the  approval  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Your  Committee  find  that  the  Records  and  By-Laws  of  Mount  Oli- 
vet Lodge  are  in  all  respects  such  as  are  required  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  in  conformity  with  the  constitutional  requirements,  and  they  there- 
fore recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  as  prayed  for  by  the  Peti- 
tioners. 
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.  The  Records  of  Pioneer  Lodge  appear  to  have  been  carefully  and 
correctly  kept,  and  with  few  exceptions,  the  By-Laws  are  conforma- 
ble to  Grand  Lodge  requirements.  With  such  amendments  as  your 
Committee  have  made  to  the  By-Laws,  your  Committee  would  re- 
commend that  a  Charter  be  granted  the  Petitioners. 

Your  Committee  have  examined  the  By-Laws  of  Blue  Hill  Lodge, 
and  find  them  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  Constitutional  regula- 
tions, except  in  those  parts  where  your  Committee  have  made 
amendments. 

The  Records  appear  to  have  been  neatly  and  carefully  kept,  ex- 
cept in  one  particular.  The  only  Record  of  the  organization  of  the 
Lodge  appears  to  be  this — "  Blue  Hill  Lodge  met  at  Masonic  Hall, 
&c.t  and  was  opened  in  the  third  degree  in  form,  W.  M.  Johnson 
Everett  in  the  chair.  Records  of  last  meeting  read  and  approved." 

It  has  been  an  immemorial  usage  among  Masons,  to  record  the 
names  of  all  Brethren  filling  the  different  stations  and  offices,  at  meet- 
ings of  their  Lodges.  If  a  regular  officer  is  absent,  his  place  is  filled 
by  appointment,  and  the  records  show  the  fact,  and  by  the  letters  p.  t. 
(pro  tempore,)  indicate  that  he  occupies  the  office  temporarily. 

Your  Committee  believe  that  this  usage  and  custom  exist  in  all 
Masonic  assemblies  and  organizations.  To  say  nothing  of  other  good 
reasons  for  carefully  continuing  this  custom,  it  is  the  only  way  in 
which  the  proper  officers  who  are  appointed  to  examine  and  visit  the 
Lodges  officially,  can  ascertain  whether  a  legal  number  of  Masons 
was  present  to  constitute  a  Lodge.  The  fact  that  this  usage  has  ex- 
isted without  any  change  so  long,  is  sufficient  reason  for  us  to  con- 
tinue it. 

Formerly,  and  until  within  a  very  few  years,  it  was  the  universal 
custom  to  place  upon  the  record  the  names  of  every  member  and  visi- 
tor present,  and  this  custom  still  prevails  in  many  of  the  Lodges  in 
this  jurisdiction. 

The  temptation  is  strong  for  recording  officers  to  neglect  their  duty 
in  this  regard,  but  your  Committee  believe  that  no  proper  record  of  a 
Masonic  Lodge  can  be  made  without  it  contains  the  full  organization, 
and  the  names  of  the  Brethren  occupying  the  various  stations. 

Our  records  are  not  similar  in  any  respects  to  the  minutes  of  pro- 
ceedings of  debating  clubs,  or  of  the  ordinary  meetings  of  citizens. 

The  various  Lodges  cannot  do  better  than  to  take  the  example  set 
by  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge,  as  found  in  the  printed  volume  sent  to  them  yearly.  If  they 
follow  the  form  there  presented,  they  cannot  materially  err  in  this 
respect. 
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Without  any  further  comment  upon  what  your  Committee  believe 
to  be  an  isolated  case,  and  by  no  means  even  a  precedent  to  author- 
ize a  custom,  they  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  the  Brethren 
in  conformity  with  their  Petition,  after  making  such  changes  in  their 
By-Laws  as  have  been  indicated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  8.  GARDNER,  > 

N.  A.  THOMPSON,  ICommitiee. 

WM.  D.  COOLIDGE,  > 

R.  W.  Brother  Chickering  called  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  certain  changes  said  to  have  been  made  in  the  Lectures.  Where- 
upon it  was 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  changes  hare  been  made  in  the  Work  and  Lectures 
as  approved  by  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1862. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  then  appointed  the  following 
Brethren  to  constitute  the  above  Committee,  viz : — C.  C.  Dame,  Gard- 
ner, Coolidge,  Oliver  and  McClellan. 

It  was  also 

Voted,  That  the  Grand  Lecturers  be  requested  to  continue  to  teach 
the  Work  and  Lectures  as  approved  in  1862,  until  the  above  Commit- 
tee make  their  report. 

Bro.  Lawrence  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  Bros.  Lawrence,  Salmon,  Bradford,  Coolidge  and  Nicker- 
son,  to  wit : — 

Resolved,  That  Section  1st  of  Article  5th,  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
Constitutions,  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  the  words  "  of  a  subor- 
dinate Lodge  of  this  jurisdiction,"  after  the  words  44  Past  Master. " 

There  being  no  further  business  the  Grand  Lodge  was  closed  at 
half-past  four  o'clock. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION,  June  8,  A.  L.  6864. 
A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  No.  10  Summer  street,  Boston, 
on  Wednesday,  June  8,  A.  L.  5864. 

PRESENT. 

M.  W.  William  Pabkman,  G.  Master. 

"  Charles  C.  Dame,  D.  G.  M. 

"  William  S.  Gardner,  S.  G.  W. 

"  Benjamin  Dean,  J.  G.  W. 

M  John  McClellan,  G.  Treasurer. 

"  Charles  W.  Moore,  R.  G.  Secretary. 

Charles  L.  Woodbury,  C.  G.  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  William  D.  Studley,  G.  Chaplain. 

"  William  D.  Stratum,  G.  Marshal. 

u  Samuel  P.  Oliver,  S.  G.  D. 

"  Henry  Mulliken,  J.  G.  D. 

"  Henry  Tabor,        )r  ftfc_^. 

«  F.  Lyman  Winship,  \  G-  8tewarda- 

»    Hen^LfDalton.  \  G'  Pur8uivanta- 
M    £.  D.  Bancroft,  G.  Lecturer. 

DISTRICT  DIPUTII8. 

R.  W.  William  Sutton,  District  No.  2. 

«     William  F.  Salmon,  "    No.  8. 

"    John  P.  Lovell,  «     No.  5. 

"    Rev.  R.  S.  Pope,  "    No,  8. 

"     Solon  Thornton,  "     No.  11. 

«'    Newell  A.  Thompson,  «    No.  12. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form  at  quarter  past  two 
o'clock,  with  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain.  » 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  Winthrop  House  and  Freemasons1  Hall  by  fire,  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  of  April,  and  welcomed  the  Brethren  to  the  new 
apartments  which  had  been  provided  for  their  accommodation,  until 
inch  time  as  a  new  edifice  could  be  erected. 

The  Committee  on  the  Lectures,  and  also  the  Committee  on  amend- 
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ment  of  the  Constitutions,  Part  1st,  Article  5th,  Section  1st,  were 
granted  further  time  at  their  own  request. 

The  Returns,  Record,  Dispensation,  &c,  of  Eden  Lodge,  were 
presented  and  referred  to  Bros.  Gardner,  Thompson  and  Andrew 
Smith,  who  subsequently  submitted  the  following  Report,  which  was 
adopted : — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  June  8,  1864. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge— 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Eden 
Lodge,  at  Ware,  now  under  Dispensation,  for  a  Charter  or  Warrant, 
respectfully 

REPORT, 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  Records,  Returns,  and  By- 
Laws  of  said  Lodge,  which  have  been  submitted  to  them,  and  that 
they  find  them  to  be  substantially  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  By  Section  2d,  of  Article  2d,  of  the  By-Laws, 
it  is  provided  that  certain  "Officers -shall  be  appointed  by  the  W. 
Master,  with  the  consent  of  the  Wardens.  Your  Committee  believe 
that  the  inherent  appointing  power  exists  in  the  Master  of  the  Lodge, 
and  that  the  power  of  appointment  should  not  lie  in  the  Wardens, 
which  is  the  effect  of  the  above  provision.  They  therefore  advise 
that  this  provision  be  stricken*  out,  and  that  the  Master  of  the  Lodge 
should  have  the  absolute  power  of  appointing  such  officers  as  he  may 
deem  proper  to  fill  the  places  not  elective. 

Your  Committee  find  that  this  Lodge  has  provided  in  its  By-Laws 
for  a  clear  ballot  as  a  prerequisite  to  advancement  from  one  degree  to 
another,  and  that  the  ballot  if  not  clear  may  be  continued  from  time  to 
time  at  the  discretion  of  the  Lodge.  These  provisions  your  Commit- 
tee believe  to  be  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  Masonic  Law — that  but 
one  ballot  is  necessary  for  a  candidate  to  receive  the  three  degrees, 
and  that  if  a  Lodge  receives  new  information  concerning  the  candi- 
date  relative  to  his  past  life,  or  his  conduct  since  his  reception,  that  * 
this  new  knowledge  must  be  presented  to"  the  Lodge,  and  that  either  } 
the  Lodge  by  its  action,  as  such,  or  the  Worshipful  Master  on  his  own 
motion*  may  then  refuse  to  proceed  further  with  the  candidate.  Your 
Committee  also  believe  that  a  ballot  once  commenced  must  be  conclu- 
ded  at  the  same  meeting,  without  the  intervention  of  other  business. 

The  proposed  By-Laws  also  provide  that  44  in  the  absence  of  the 
Worshipful  Master,  the  next  highest  officer  present,  shall  preside." 
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This  is  also  contrary  to  Masonic  Law,  inasmuch  as  the  Steward  might 
he  called  upon  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  the  Lodge. 

Your  Committee  advise  that  the  changes  in  the  By-Laws  be  made. 
They  find  the  Record  correctly  kept  and  would  advise  that  a  Charter 
be  granted  according  to  the  request  of  the  Petitioners. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  last  May  a  disastrous  fire  destroyed  much  of 
the  property  of  this  new  Lodge,  but  they  were  fortunate  in  saving 
their  jewels,  records,  Dispensation  and  some  of  their  furniture.  Hav- 
ing passed  through  the  fire  of  tribulation  they  hope  for  a  bright  future, 
which  your  Committee  believe  is  vouchsafed  to  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

VVM.  S.  GARDNER, ) 
•N.  A.  THOMPSON,  >  Committee. 
A.  G.  SMITH,  ) 

The  By-Laws  of  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  South  Boston,  were  referred  to 
Bros.  Robbins,  Pope  and  Oliver,  for  examination,  with  instructions  to 
make  their  report  to  the  Grand  Master. 

The  proceedings  of  Winslow  Lewis  Lodge,  expelling  Edwin  C. 
Bailey  of  Boston,  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry, 
"  for  conducting  himself  in  a  manner  unbecoming  and  unworthy  of  a 
Mason,  and  in  violation  of  his  Masonic  obligations, ,1  together  with  a 
communication  from  the  accused,  were  presented  and  referred  to  Bros, 
G.  VV.  Warren,  Coolidge,  R.  B.  Hall,  Thornton,  and  Abbott.  And  this 
Com-nittse  having  attended  to  the  duty  of  their  appointment,  offered 
the  following  Report,  which  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  eighty-three  in 
the  affirmative  to  six  in  the  negative : — 

The  special  Committee  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts,  to  whom  were  referred  the  proceedings  of  Winslow 
Lewis  Lodge,  in  the  matter  of  trial  of  Edwin  C.  Bailey,  and  his  ex- 
pulsion from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry,  upon  the 
Charges  and  specifications  made  against  him,  have  attended  to  the  du- 
ty assigned  them,  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  find  that  the  proceedings  of  Winslow  Lewis  Lodge  in  the 
trial  of  the  charges  against  Edwin  C.  Bailey  have  been  strictly  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  therefore 
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they  recommend  that  the  doings  of  the  said  Lodge  in  the  premises  be 
approved  and  confirmed. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  WARREN, 
WM.  D.  COOLTDGE, 
R.  B.  HALL, 
SOLON  THORNTON, 
JOHN  F.  ABBOTT. 

The  proceedings  of  Mt.  Tom  Lodge  in  the  case  of  Charles  W .  Par- 
sons, were  presented  and  referred  to  Bros.  H.  W.  Warren,  Thomas 
and  Wells,  who  subsequently  offered  the  following  report;  which  was 
unanimously  adopted : 

Boston,  June  8,  A.  L.t  5864. 
The  special  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  report  of  pro- 
ceedings of  Mt.  Tom  Lodge,  of  Holyoke,  in  the  case  of  Bro.  Charles 
W.  Parsons,  of  that  Lodge,  charged  with  habitual  drunkenness  and 
dishonesty,  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  proceedings  of  Mount  Tom 
Lodge,  as  transmitted  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  that  they  find  those  pro- 
ceedings to  have  been  regularly  and  properly  conducted,  and  the 
charge  of  habitual  drunkenness  to  be  fully  sustained. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  proceedings  of  Mt. 
Tom  Lodge  of  Holyoke  be  confirmed,  an£  that  Bro.  Charles  W.  Par- 
sons be  suspended  from  Masonry  for  one  year  from  April  22d,  A.  L. 
5864. 

H.  W.  WARREN, /or  the  Committee. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  the  Grand  Lodge  took  a  recess  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  the  Brethren  present  to  examine  several  plans 
for  a  proposed  Masonic  structure,  to  be  erected  on  the  estate  lately 
occupied  by  the  Winthrop  House.  After  which  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
called  to  order,  when  the  R.  W.  Bro.  Dean  offered  the  following  Res- 
olution, which  was  adopted,  with  one  dissenting  vote : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Directors  of  the  Corporation  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  cause  a  suitable  Masonic  Temple  to  be  erected  on  the  corner 
of  Tremont  and  Boylston  streets  in  Boston,  upon  the  site  of  Freema- 
sons' Hall,  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  and  to  raise  all  necessary  funds 
by  mortgages  of  the  premises  or  otherwise,  and  to  purchase  any  ad- 
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ditional  land  adjoining  the  said  lot  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  con- 
Tenient  location  of  the  Temple,  at  the  sight  now  owned  by  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Gardner  offered  the  following  Resolution,  which  was 
adopted,  viz : — 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  section  be  added  to  Article  3,  Fart  4, 
which  will  provide  that  no  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  shall  confer  the 
Entered  Apprentice  degree  upon  more  than  Jive  candidates  at  one  ses- 
sion of  the  Lodge. 

Referred  to  R.  W.  Bro.  Gardner,  and  W.  Bros.  H.  W.  Warren, 
Stearns,  Muzzey,  and  Smith. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  Grand  Lodge  was  closed  in  ample 
form  at  half-past  five  o'clock,  with  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION,  Sept.  14,  A.  L.  6864. 
A  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  was  held  at  Free- 
masons1 Hall,  Summer  street,  on  Wednesday,  September  14,  A.  L. 


M.  W.  William  Parkmax,  G.  Master. 

"  Charles  C.  Dame,  D.  G.  M. 

"  William  S.  Gardner,  S.  G.  W. 

M  Benjamin  Dean,  J.  G.  W. 

"  John  McClellan,  G.  Treasurer. 

"  Charles  W.  Moore,  R.  G.  Secretary 

«<  Charles  L.  Woodbury,  C.  G.  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  William  S.  Studley,  G.  Chaplain. 

«  William  D.  Stratton,  G.  Marshal. 

««  Samuel  P.  Oliver,  S.  G.  Dt 

"  W.  W.  Wheildon,  ) 


6864. 


PRESENT. 


F.  Lyman  Winship,  ) 
F.  J.  Foss,  G.  Pursuivant. 
E.  D.  Bancroft,  G.  Lecturer. 


M 
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DISTRICT  DEPUTIES. 


R.  W.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson, 
"    William  Sutton, 
"    William  F.  Salmon, 
44     H.  C.  Skinner, 
"    John  P.  Lovell, 
"    Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmnn, 


District  No,  1. 


James  M.  Cook, 
Rev.  R.  S.  Pope, 


Henry  Chickering, 
Solon  Thornton, 


"  No.  2. 

"  No.  3. 

"  No.  4. 

«  No.  5. 

"  No.  6. 

No.  7. 

««  No.  8. 

"  No.  9. 

"  No.  11. 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form  at  half-past  two  o*clock, 
P.  M.  Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

W.  Br.  Wm.  W.  Wheildon  was  recognized  as  Proxy  for  Bethesda 
Lodge,  Valparaiso. 

The  proceedings  of  Jerusalem  Lodge,  Northampton,  in  the  case  of 
J.  M.  Allison,  and  Bethesda  Lodge,  Valparaiso,  in  the  case  of  £.  J. 
Harley,  were  presented  and  referred  to  Bros.  Dean,  Muzzey,  and 
Davis. 

The  Committee  in  the  first  case  submitted  the  following  Report, 
which  was  adopted: — 


Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  Massachusetts. 

Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  proceedings  of 
Jerusalem  Lodge  of  Northampton,  regarding  the  suspension  and  ex- 
pulsion of  Bro.  John  W.  Allison. 

In  this  case,  though  the  record  is  not  full  so  far  as  relates  to  the  no- 
tice given  to  Bro.  Allison,  and  in  some  other  respects,  he  was  repre- 
sented by  counsel  who  acquiesced  in  and  assented  to  the  proceedings, 
which  possibly  would  cure  any  mere  informalities  of  the  doings  of  the 
Lodge,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  suspension. 

It  appears,  however,  that  after  the  verdict  of  guilty,  and  suspension, 
and  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  without  any  notice  to  the 
convicted  Brother,  the  vote  of  suspension  was  reconsidered  and  the  pun- 
ishment was  changed  from  suspension  to  expulsion.  The  proceedings 
were  fully  concluded  by  the  decree  of  suspension.  The  subsequent 
action  of  the  Lodge  was  illegal  and  inoperative. 


REPORT. 
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We  are  however  of  opinion  that  after  the  sentence  of  suspension  of 
Bro.  John  W.  Allison  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry 
was  reconsidered,  it  would  be  irregular  to  confirm  it  here,  and  that  the 
subsequent  decree  of  Jerusalem  Lodge  expelling  said  Brother  from 
said  rights  and  privileges  were  inoperative  and  void.  We  therefore  re- 
commend that  the  whole  matter  be  recommitted  to  Jerusalem  Lodge 
for  further  action. 

BENJ.  DEAN,  ) 
HENRY  W.  MUZZEY,  \  Committee. 
WM.  F.  DAVIS,  > 

In  the  case  of  E.  J.  Harley  the  same  Committee  olFered  the  follow- 
ing Report,  which  was  adopted : 

REPORT. 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  Massachusetts . 

Report  of  the  Committee  upon  the  proceedings  of  Betheada  Lodge 
of  Valparaiso,  expelling  Bro.  E.  J.  Harley  from  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  Freemasonry : 

The  Committee  find  said  proceedings  to  have  been  conducted  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  report  that,  the  action  of  said  Lodge  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

BENJ.  DEAN,  ) 
HENRY  W.  MUZZEY,  >  Committee. 
WM.  F.  DAVIS,  > 

The  records  of  Amity  Lodge,  of  Danvers,  and  of  Hayden  Lodge,  ' 
Brookfield,  which  have  been  working  the  past  year  under  Dispensations, 
together ^ith  their  petitions  for  Charters,  were  presented  and  referred 
to  Bros.  Gardner,  Lewis,  and  Coolidge,  and  this  Committee  subse- 
quently offered  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Sept.  14,  5864. 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  Brethren 
at  Danvers,  asking  for  a  Charter  authorizing  them  to  open  a  Lodge  at 
Danvers,  Mass.,  by  the  name  of  Amity  Lodge,  and  also  the  petition  of 
certain  Brethren  at  Brookfield,  Mass.,  praying  to  be  Chartered  by 
the  name  of  Hayden  Lodge,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  examined  the  records  of  the  petitioners  while  under 
Dispensation,  and  the  By-Laws  which  they  offer  for  approval.  Each 
of  these  Dispensation  Lodges  appear  to  have  done  considerable  work. 


14 


daring  their  probationary  year,  and  to  have  conducted  themselves  ac- 
cording to  Masonic  requirements  and  usage. 

The  By-Laws  have  been  amended  in  some  particulars  by  your  Com- 
mittee, and  some  provisions  have  been  stricken  out.  That  part  in  the 
By-Laws  of  Hayden  Lodge,  relating  to  the  previous  question  was  con- 
sidered altogether  out  of  place  in  the  rules  for  the  government  of  a 
Lodge  of  Masons.  All  Masonic  authorities  unite  in  declaring  this  mo- 
tion to  be  in  conflict  with  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Worshipful 
Master.  The  conduct  of  discussion  in  the  Lodge  is  entirely  in  his 
hands,  and  he  can  stop  debate  or  continue  it  at  his  pleasure. 

The  records  of  Amity  Lodge  show  that  the  Secretary  has  omitted  to 
record  the  full  names  of  Brethren,  styling  them  simply  Brother  Wash- 
ington, for  instance.  This  is  apparently  a  trivial  matter,  but  what  ap- 
pears unessential  now,  in  the  progress  of  time  will  be  of  the  utmost 
importance.  It  makes  the  record  uncomplete,  and  renders  uncertain, 
that  which  the  Secretary  has  the  power  to  make  certain. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  Charters  be  granted  to  the  peti- 
tioners, and  that  the  By-Laws  presented  be  approved,  subject  to  the 
changes  they  have  made. 

Respectfully  submitted,  WM.  S.  GARDNER, 

WINSLOW  LEWIS, 
WM.  D.  COOUDGE. 

The  Committee  on  the  question  of  what  constitutes  a  Past  Master, 
in  the  meaning  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  had  further 
time  granted  them. 

R.  W.  Brother  Gardner  offered  the  following  Report  an<^  Resolu- 
tion:— 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Sept.  14,  5864. 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution,  "  That  an  ad- 
ditional section  be  added  to  Article  3,  Part  4,  of  the  Constitutions  of 
the  Grand  Lodge/1  which  will  provide  that  no  Lodge  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion shall  confer  the  Entered  Apprentice  degree  upon  more  than  five 
candidates  at  one  session  of  the  Lodge,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

From  apprehension  among  the  Brethren  that  some  of  the  Lodges 
were  making  Masons  with  too  much  haste  and  with  too  little  regard  to 
the  solemn  deliberations  which  are  deemed  important  and  necessary 
upon  such  occasions,  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitutions  was 
offered  at  the  last  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
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referred  to  your  Committee  for  consideration.  From  examination  of 
the  old  Masonic  regulations  and  Constitutions  it  is  evident  that  the 
amendment  if  adopted  will  be  simply  the  restoration  of  a  regulation 
which,  although  unwritten  in  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitutions,  is  still  in 
force,  and  binding  upon  every  Mason  so  far  as  the  same  shall  have 
come  to  his  knowledge  as  one  of  the  ancient  Masonic  usages  with  which 
he  has  solemnly  promised  strictly  to  comply. 

In  the  Anderson  Constitutions  published  in  1723,  (fac-simile,  re- 
print 1855,)  Article  4  of  the  General  Regulations,  is  this  provision : — 

44  No  Lodge  shall  make  more  than  five  new  Brothers  at  one  time, 
nor  any  man  under  the  age  of  Twtrdy-five%  who  must  be  also  his  own 
Master ;  unless  by  a  Dispensation  from  the  Grand  Master  or  his 
Deputy:' 

In  a  copy  of  the  44  Constitutions  "  revised  by  John  Entick  and  print- 
ed at  London  in  1756,  on  page  309,  is  the  following  Article : — 

44  No  Lodge  shall  make  more  than  five  new  Brothers  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  without  an  urgent  necessity ;  nor  any  man  under  the  age  of 
Twenty-five  years,  (who  must  be  also  his  own  Master)  unless  by  a  Dis- 
pensation from  the  Grand  Master." — Old  Reg.  Oct.  4. 

y  The  Constitutions  compiled  by  Rev.  T.  H.  Harris,  a  member  of  this 

Grand  Lodge,  published  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  in  1798,  and  approved 
"  in  all  its  parts11  by  a  Committee  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  of  which  Past 
Grand  Masters,  John  Cutler,  Paul  Revere,  and  Isaiah  Thomas,  were 
members,  provides  in  Section  10,  as  follows : — 

"  No  Lodge  shall  make  more  than  Five  new  Brethren  at  one  time, 
unless  from  Dispensation  from  the  Grand  Master,  or  Deputy  in  his  ab- 
sence.11 v 

* 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  March  1843, 
an  order  was  introduced  44  That  it  shall  not  be  regular  for  any  Lodge  to 
give  more  than  one  degree  to  the  same  individual  on  the  same  day,  nor 
at  a  less  interval  than  one  month  from  his  receiving  a  previous  degree, 
unless  a  Dispensation  having  been  obtained  therefor,11  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  which  Grand  Master  Augustus  Peabody  was  chairman. 

This  Committee  reported  at  the  next  June  Communication,  and  the 
following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  Report  :— 

"  They  find  that  on  the  junction  of  the  two  Grand  Lodges  of  Eng- 
land, the  Grand  Lodge  of  all  England  at  York,  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
at  London,  which  was  effected  in  1813,  the  Constitutions  of  the  Order 
were  revised  and  collated  with  careful  and  laborious  investigation,  with 
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a  view  to  ascertain,  present,  and  preserve  the  true,  ancient  laws  and 
usages ;  for  several  years  the  investigation  was  prosecuted  by  experi- 
enced and  able  men,  and  in  1827  the  work  was  completed,  approved 
and  published.  It  is  now  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge 
of  England.    In  that  work  is  the  following  provision : — 

"  No  Lodge  shall  on  any  pretence  make  more  than  five  new  Brethren 
in  one  day,  unless  by  Dispensation,  nor  shall  a  Lodge  be  permitted  to 
give  more  than  one  degree  to  a  Brother  on  the  same  day,  nor  shall  a 
higher  degree  in  Masonry  be  conferred  on  a  Brother  at  a  less  interval 
than  one  month,  from  his  receiving  a  previous  degree,  nor  until  he  has 
passed  an  examination  in  open  Lodge,  in  that  degree ;"  and  in  a  note 
it  is  stated  that  "no  Dispensation  shall  be  granted  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  this  law."  The  same  provision  is  afterwards  twice  re- 
peated in  substance  in  the  same  work ;  the  early  published  books  of 
Constitutions  contain  similar  provisions. 

"  In  an  edition  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  published  during  the  last  centu- 
ry, in  speaking  of  the  reception  of  men  of  rank  and  science  into  the  In- 
stitution, the  rule  is  stated,  that  they  are  equally  subjected  to  all  the 
charges'and  regulations,  and  must  be  governed  by  the  general  rule." 

44  No  Lodge  shall  make  more  than  five  new  Brethren  at  one  time,  un- 
less by  Dispensation,  nor  shall  any  be  made  or  admitted  a  member  of  a 
Lodge,  without  being  proposed  one  month,11  &c. 

It  is  entirely  clear  and  plain  that  our  Brethren  in  England  do  think, 
and  in  earlier  times  have  thought,  that  this  provision  is  in  conformity 
both  with  ancient  usage  and  the  spirit  of  the  work. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Conference,  consisting  of  three 
members  of  each  of  the  Boston  Lodges,  held  on  the  29th  of  June  last, 
it  was  unanimously  resolved,  among  other  things,  44  That  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  revive  the  old  Masonic  Law,  limiting  the  number  of  candidates 
upon  whom  degrees  may  be  conferred  at  one  session.  And  we  respect- 
fully ask  the  consideration  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts,  as  well  as  that  of  the  several  subordinate  Lodges,  to 
this  point." 

The  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  and  Canada  still 
provide  "  That  no  Lodge  shall,  on  any  pretence,  make  more  than  five 
new  Brothers  in  one  day,  unless  by  Dispensation,  which  shall  specify  the 
total  number  to  be  initiated.11  A  similar  provision  is  found  in  the  Con- 
stitutions of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jer- 
sey, Maryland,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  District  of 
Columbia,  California,  Oregon  and  Minnesota. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine  in  May  last,  it  was  Resolved,  "  That 
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hereafter  that  no  Lodge  shall  permit  more  than  one  candidate  to  be 
present  at  a  time  in  the  first  section  of  either  degree,  and  no  Lodge 
shall  confer  more  than  five  degrees  at  the  same  communication  of 
this  Lodge,  or  hold  more  than  one  communication  upon  the  same  day." 

Your  Committee  therefore  believe  that  the  proposed  amendment  is 
not  a  change  in  the  Masonic  usage,  but  is  simply  restoring  the  Consti- 
tutions, rules  and  regulations  which  have  been  recognized  as  such  from 
the  earliest  days  of  written  Masonic  Constitutions.  Whether  it  was 
omitted  from  our  Constitutions  by  accident  or  whether  it  was  considered 
a  rule  so  well  known  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  be  written,  your  Commit- 
tee are  ignorant.  Certain  it  is,  that  in  the  great  Masonic  revival  which 
pervades  our  institution  this  wise  regulation  has  been  repeatedly  disre- 
garded and  set  at  nought.  The  fact  that  our  Constitution  is  silent  upon 
this  point  is  pleaded  in  extenuation  of  this  practice,  and  the  ground  is 
taken  that  the  Constitution  is  so  full  and  explicit,  that  there  are  no  cases 
of  Masonic  usage  and  practice  which  are  not  provided  for  in  this  ex- 
cellent instrument,  hence  the  necessity  for  the  amendment. 

There  is  one  other  subject  which  is  germain  to  the  question  now  un- 
der consideration  by  your  Committee,  but  which  was  not  in  exact  lan- 
guage referred  to  them,  and  that  is  the  matter  contained  in  the  first 
clause  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  above 
quoted,  viz : — "  That  no  Lodge  shall  permit  more  than  one  candidate 
to  be  present  at  a  time  in  the  first  section  of  either  degree." 

In  this  jurisdiction  it  has  not  been  common  to  covenant  more  than 
one  person  at  the  same  time  in  the  first  degree.  Nevertheless  it  has 
been  done  in  feome  Lodges,  and  the  excuse  hasvbeen  given  that  it  was 
practised  in  Boston.  Your  Committee  believe  however  it  has  only  been 
done  in  isolated  cases,  and  that  the  rule  is  as  above  stated.  Upon  the 
second  degree  a  different  course  has  been  adopted,  and  numerous  can- 
didates have  received  this  degree  together.  Indeed  it  is  customary  to 
covenant  at  the  same  time  as  many  as  can  be  conveniently  handled, 
provided  there  is  occasion  for  it.  The  first  section  of  the  third  degree 
it  has  also  been  usual  to  confer  upon  two  or  more. 

The  ancient  rule  and  custom  was  to  covenant  but  one  person  at  a 
time  in  any  degree,  and  the  absence  of  any  rule  in  relation  to  it  in  the 
old  Constitutions  and  regulations  is  convincing  that  the  practice  was  so 
universal  in  one  direction,  that  it  never  was  found  necessary  to  establish 
any  rule  concerning  it.  This  subject  has  attracted  the  attention  of 
some  of  the  Grand  Lodges. 

In  1854  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  forbade  its  subordinate 
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Lodges,  to  initiate,  pass  or  raise,  more  than  one  candidate  at  the  same 
time. 

The  same  rule  has  been  established  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Virginia, 
Ohio,  Tennessee,  Michigan,  and  several  others. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  correct  practice  is  to  confine  the  covenant- 
ing of  candidates  to  one  only.  Wherever  this  is  disregarded  it  is  a  de- 
parture from  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  Order,  and  a  violation  of 
"  Ancient  Masonic  Usage."  It  can  never  be  done  without  destroying 
the  impressiveness  of  the  occasion  and  deleteriously  affecting  each  one 
of  the  candidates. 

Your  Committee  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  would  earnestly  en- 
treat the  subordinate  Lodges  not  to  disregard  this  ancient  Masonic 
usage,  but  to  exert  themselves  to  bring  back  the  old  well  approved  cus- 
tom. But  it  is  not  entirely  discretionary  with  the  Lodges.  The  first 
section  of  the  first  degree,  and  in  the  second  section  of  the  third,  de- 
gree, there  is  no  authority  for  introducing  more  than  one  candidate  at  a 
time,  and  it  can  never  be  done  in  good  faith  unless  through  ignorance. 
For  the  sake  therefore  of  better  informing  the  officers  and  Brethren  of 
the  subordinate  Lodges,  your  Committee  recommend  that  a  provision 
be  inserted  in  the  Grand  Constitutions  which  shall  make  this  rule  a 
Constitutional  regulation.  They  do  not  believe  it  would  now  be  ex- 
pedient to  amend  the  Constitutions  so  that  not  more  than  one  person 
can  be  covenanted  at  the  same  time  in  either  of  the  degrees,  for  the 
reason  that  in  the  second  degree  it  has  been  universally  the  custom  so 
to  do,  but  your  Committee  hope  that  the  Brethren,  may  see  the  neces- 
sity of  changing  this  practice,  and  of  establishing  a  custom  which  shall 
be  binding  and  effective,  that  in  no  case  shall  more  than  one  person  be 
present  as  a  candidate  in  the  first  section  of  either  degree. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  i 
lution : — 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  S.  GARDNER, 
HENRY  W.  WARREN, 
HENRY  W.  MUZZEY, 
ANDREW  G.  SMIIH, 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Sept.  14,  1864. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  added  to  Article  III.,  Part  IV.,  of  the  Con- 
stitutions of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  the  following  section : 

Section  10.  "  No  Lodge  shall  hold  more  than  one  communication 
upon  the  same  day,  nor  confer  more  than  five  degrees  at  one  communi- 
cation.  No  Lodge  shall  permit  more  than  one  candidate  to  be  present 
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at  the  same  time,  m  the  first  section  of  the  first  degree ;  nor  in  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  third  degree/1 
After  debate  the  last  Resolution  was  amended  to  read  as  follows : — 
"  No  Lodge  shall  hold  more  than  one  communication  on  the  same 
day,  nor  confer  either  of  the  thret  degrees  upon  more  than  five  candidates 
at  one  communication.  No  Lodge  shall  permit  more  than  one  candidate 
to  be  present  at  the  same  time,  in  the  first  section  of  the  first  degree, 
nor  in  the  second  section  of  the  third  degree." 

The  Report  and  Resolution,  as  amended,  were  adopted. 

R.  \V.  Bro.  Dean  offered  the  following  votes,  which  were  unani- 
mously adopted : — 

Voted,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  elect  to  hold  the  Estate  described  in  a 
certain  deed  of  Mortgage  from  the  Grand  Lodge  to  £.  A.  Raymond  and 
others,  Trustees,  bearing  date  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1859,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib.  758,  fol.  237,  in  fee  sim- 
ple, and  free  and  relieved  from  said  mortgage,  and  hereby  require  the 
Trustees  holding  under  the  mortgage  to  discharge  said  mortgage  and 
the  bond  secured  thereby,  and  convey  their  estate,  under,  and  by  vir- 
tue thereof,  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Voted,  That  the  Directors  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  hereby  author" 
ized  in  their  discretion  after  they  shall  have  by  mortgage  or  otherwise, 
obtained  upon  the  security  of  the  Real  Estate  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
whatever  funds  may  be  necessary  to  erect  a  Masonic  Temple,  to  give 
a  note  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Charity  Fund  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Fund. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  announced  the  death  of  R.  W. 
John  B.  Hammatt,  a  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  86  years.  He  stated  that  the  deceased  was  in- 
itiated in  Columbian  Lodge,  in  Boston,  in  the  year  1800,  and  had  sus- 
tained nearly  every  office  in  Masonry,  in  all  its  various  branches  and 
grades.  For  more  than  sixty  years  he  had  been  an  active,  zealous  and 
faithful  Brother. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master,  he  appointed 
a  Committee  on  Resolutions,  who  subsequently  offered  the  following 
Report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  the  Brethren  all  rising : — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Sept.  14,  1864. 
Whereas  it  has  pleased  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  to  re- 
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move,  as  we  trust  to  a  better  world,  our  late  Brother  B.  W.  John  B. 
Hammatt, 

Resolved,  That  in  his  death  one  of  the  brightest  lights  in  the  Ma- 
sonic horizon  has  been  extinguished ;  that  one  of  the  most  devoted 
friends  of  the  Order  has  been  called  from  among  us. 

Resolved,  That  his  work  has  been  well  done,  and  that  few,  if  any,  in 
the  community  have  done  more  to  sustain  and  elevate  the  character  of 
the  Institution  of  Freemasonry,  whether  we  refer  to  his  Masonic  efforts, 
or  to  the  maintenance  of  that  spotless  character  as  a  man,  which  ever 
sheds  its  lustre  upon  all  associations  with  which  its  possessor  is  con- 
nected. 

Resolved,  That  in  calling  to  mind  the  virtues  of  our  departed  Broth- 
er, and  his  accomplishments  as  a  Mason,  which  endeared  him  to  many 
friends,  and  exalted  him  to  the  highest  honors,  we  lament  that  on  this 
occasion  so  little  justice  can  be  done  to  his  memory.  For  his  fidelity 
to  the  Order — his  punctuality  and  attention  in  the  path  of  duty — his 
unassuming  deportment^-his  courteous  and  cordial  address — his  spot- 
less integrity  in  business — and  we  have  reason  to  believe  his  unfeigned 
meekness  during  a  protracted  Masonic  career  of  above  sixty  years, 
deserve  more  than  a  brief  resolution  on  such  a  life.  But  his  character 
is  written  down  in  our  memory.  We  knew  him  as  among  the  foremost 
defenders  of  our  Institution  in  the  dark  days  of  persecution ;  he  has 
since  been  with  us  in  our  meridian  prosperity,  and  to  whom  can  we 
compare  this  noble  and  exemplary  Mason  with  more  fitness  than  to  one 
of  those  Sucrrd  Three  whose  memorial  stands  in  our  memory  among  the 
most  beautiful  emblems  of  Masonry. 

Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  condole  with  the  relations  and  family 
connections  of  our  late  deceased  Brother,  and  that  we  tender  to  them 
the  assurance  of  our  participation  in  their  sorrow. 

R<  solved,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  upon  the  records  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  an  attested  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  the  fam- 
ily of  our  deceased  Brother. 

ABRAHAM  H.  DANA, 
JOHN  R.  BRADFORD, 
JOHN  H:  SHEPPARD. 

The  Grand  Master  also  announced  the  death  of  Worshipful  Brother 
Col.  P.  Stearns  Davis,  Master  of  Putnam  Army  Lodge,  No.  8,  who 
was  killed  in  front  of  Petersburg  on  the  12th  of  July,  1864,  and  ap- 
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pointed  as  a  Committee  on  Resolutions,  Bros.  Baker,  Ames,  and  H. 
W.  Warren,  who  subsequently  offered  the  following  Resolutions,  which 
were  unanimously  adopted : — 

It  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  his  wise  but  inscrutable  Providence 
to  remove  by  death  from  family  and  friends,  from  this  Institution  he  so 
much  loved  and  from  his  country  in  whose  defence  he  so  gallantly 
died,  our  beloved  friend  and  Brother,  VV.  Prentice  Stearns  Davis, 
formerly  a  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  who  was  killed  on  the  12th  of 
July  in  front  of  Petersburg,  while  in  command  of  his  regiment,  and 
whereas  a  visitation  so  sudden  and  severe  has*  filled  our  hearts,  there- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Bro.  Davis  we  mourn  the  loss  of  an 
estimable  man ;  a  good  citizen ;  an  accomplished  Mason,  and  tried 
friend ;  and  in  the  sacred  domestic  relations,  a  true  and  affectionate 
father,  husband  and  Brother. 

Resolved,  That  we  recall  with  .melancholy  pleasure  that  death  will 
but  serve  to  intensify  those  characteristic  virtues  and  distinctive  quali- 
ties which  graced  our  Brother  and  caused  the  tidings  of  his  death  to 
carry  general  gloom  through  the  community.  We  reverence  his  no- 
ble and  unselfish  mind  and  character,  his  inflexibility  of  purpose, 
prompt  to  originate  and  thorough  to  accomplish ;  his  lofty  patriotism 
and  sense  of  duty  that  led  him  at  the  call  of  his  country  to  leave  a  young 
and  tender  family  to  brave  the  perils  of  a  fierce  and  bloody  war,  and 
finally  that  retiring  and  modest  disposition  and  deportment  which  with- 
held him  from  seeking  preference  and  preferment,  leaving  it  to  others 
to  draw  him  forth  for  promotion  and  advancement  rather  than  seem 
to  exalt  himself. 

R  solved.  That  in  the  death  of  Bro.  Davis,  the  Institution  is  depriv- 
ed of  the  society  and  services  of  one  who  has  done  much  by  his  influ- 
ence and  example  to  raise  the  standard  of  our  Order,  who  loved  it  for 
what  it  had  done  for  him,  and  what  in  his  opinion  it  is  capable  of  doing 
for  others,  and  who  believed  too  that  the  truths  and  lessons  taught  at 
the  Masonic  altar  would  make  one  a  better  man  and  better  citizen,  and 
what  was  more  desirable,  would  meet  the  constant  approval  of  his  own 
conscience. 

Resolved,  That  our  sympathies  are  with  the  widow  and  orphans  in 
this  their  affliction,  and  while  directing  their  thoughts  and  our  own  for 
consolation  to  a  higher  than  earthly  source,  we  with  them  find  comfort 
in  the  pleasant  remembrances  of  our  Brother — his  affectionate  heart 
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and  generous  nature,  his  active  and  useful  life,  his  noble  and  heroic 
death. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  W.  BAKER,  ) 

P.  ADAMS  AMES,         >  Committee. 

HENRY  W.  WARREN,  ) 

The  Grand  Master  likewise  announced  the  death  of  R.  W.  Brother 
Edw.  A.  Raymond,  a  Past  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and 
appointed  R.  W.  Bros.  Randall,  Coolidge  and  Sheppard,  a  Committee 
on  Resolutions,  and  this^Committee  subsequently  offered  the  following, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted : — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  present  Resolutions  on  the  death  of  the 
late  R.  W.  Edw.  A.  Raymond,  present  the  following 

REPORT: 

It  having  pleased  the  All-wise  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  to  remove  from 
the  labors  of  earth,  our  late  R.  W.  Bro.  Edw.  A.  Raymond, 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  has  heard  with  profound  sorrow, 
the  announcement  of  the  sudden  death  of  the  R.  W.  Edw.  A.  Raymond, 
who  for  many  years  has  been  a  permanent  member  of  this  Body — and 
who  for  the  Constitutional  term  of  three  successive  years,  presided  over 
its  deliberations,  as  its  M.  W.  G.  Master.  * 

Resolved,  That  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  as  S.  G.  War- 
den, and  as  Grand  Master,  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  he  has  richly  earn- 
ed a  title  to  the  grateful  remembrance  of  his  Brethren. 

Resolved,  That  his  unfaltering  fidelity  during  his  long  Masonic  life, 
of  almost  half  a  century,  to  the  cause  of  Freemasonry,  and  his  manly 
defence  of  its  principles  during  the  dark  days  of  antimasonic  perse- 
cution, will  enshrine  his  name  among  the  loyal  and  the  true,  whom  the 
Craft,  in  coming  generations,  will  ever  delight  to  honor. 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathise  with  the  afflicted  family  of  our 
lamented  Brother,  and  while  with  them,  we  bow  submissively  to  the 
Divine  decree  which  has  bereaved  them  and  us — we  receive  the  admo- 
nition, with  the  hope  of  that  blessed  resurrection,  when  the  mortal 
shall  put  on  immortality. 
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Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transcribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary and  furnished  to  the  family  of  our  late  Brother. 

GEORGE  M.  RANDALL, 
WM.  D.  COOLIDGE, 
JOHN  H.  SHEPPARD. 


There  being  no  further  business  the  Grand  Lodge  was  closed  in  am- 
ple form  at  half-past  five  o'clock. 


LAYING  THE  CORNER  STONE 

OF 

THE  NEW  MASONIC  TEMPLE, 

OCTOBER  14,  1864. 


SPECIAL  COMMUNICATION. 
A  Special  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  held  at  Freemasons*  Hall,  in  Boston,  on  Friday,  Octo- 
ber 14,  A.  L.  5864,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  Corner-Stonb 
of  a  new  Masonic  Temple,  on  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Boylston 
Streets,  in  Boston. 

PRESENT. 

[The  officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  given  elsewhere.] 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  at  10  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  by  the  M.  W.  William  Parkman ;  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  Grand  Marshal  reported  at  11  o'clock,  that  the  procession  was 
formed  and  ready  to  move. 

The  M.  \V.  Grand  Lodge  was  escorted  to  Boston  Common  by  Cal- 
vary Encampment  of  Knights  Templars ;  this  body  having  been  ten- 
dered the  Grand  Master,  as  a  Guard  of  Honor  for  the  occasion. 

The  Escort  was  composed  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island  and  its  Subordinates,  and  was  a  brilliant  por- 
tion of  the  procession.  The  Grand  Encampment  was  in  full  array  as 
a  complete  military  organization,  and  numbered  755.  The  column 
marched  in  the  following  order:— 
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Band  of  the  11th  U.  S.  Infantry. 
M.  £.  Sir  William  S.  Gardner,  Grand  Master. 
M.  £.  Sir  Benjamin  B.  French,  Grand  Master  of  Templars  in  the 

United  States,  as  guest  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 
R.  £.  Sir  Charles  H.  Titus,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
R.  £.  Sir  William  W.  Baker,  Grand  Generalissimo. 
R.  £.  Sir  John  Eldred,  as  Grand  Captain  General. 
R.  E.  Sir  F.  William  B.  Blanding,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 
R.  E.  Sir  Gardner  T.  Swartz,  Grand  Standard  Beartfr. 
R.  E.  Sir  William  F.  Salmon,  Grand  Warder. 
R.  E.  Sir  Nathan  H.  Gould,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guards. 

Permanent  Members  of  the  Grand  Encampment,* 
R.  E.  Sir  John  F.  Fellows,  as  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
St.  John's  Encampment,  Providence,  R.  I.,  Sir  Daniel  Round,  Jun., 
Generalissimo,  Commanding. 
Hall's  Brass  Band. 
Boston  Encampment,  Boston,  Miss.,  M.  E.  Sir  John  K.  Hall,  Grand 
Commander. 

Washington  Encampment,  Newport,  R.  L,  M.  E.  Sir  John  Eldred, 

Grand  Commander. 
Worcester  County  Encampment,  represented  by  several  members. 
Springfield  Encampment,  Springfield,  Mass.,  M.  E.  Sir  Isaac  D,  Gib- 
bons, Grand  Commander. 
De  Molay  Encampment,  Boston,  Mass.,  Sir  William  F.  Davis,  Gen- 
eralissimo, Commanding. 
Holy  Sepulchre  Encampment,  Pawtucket,  R.  I."  represented  by  sev- 
eral members. 

Dunstable  Cornet  Band. 
Pilgrim  Encampment,  Lowell,  Mass.,  M.  E.  Sir  Joseph  Bedlow, 
Grand  Commander. 

Germania  Band. 

Palestine  Encampment,  Chelsea,  Mass.,  M.  E.  Sir  Charles  M.  Avery, 
Grand  Commander. 

Milford  Brass  Band. 
Milford  Encampment,  Milford,  Mass.,  M.  E.  Sir  Isaac  Britton,  Grand 
Commander. 

St.  Bernard  Encampment,  Boston,  Mass.,  represented  by  several  of 
its  members. 


*  Among  whom  was  the  venerable  Sir  James  Selsbury,  of  Providence,  H.  I., 
wearing  toe  regalia  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  first  Grand  Master. 
4 
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Haverhill  Brass  Band. 
Hayerhill  Encampment,  Haverhill,  Mass.,  M.  E.  Sir  George  W. 
Chase,  Grand  Commander. 
Weymouth  Cornet  Band. 
Old  Colony  Encampment,  Abington,  Mass.,  M.  E.  Sir  William  W. 

Whitmarsh,  Grand  Commander. 
R.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  as  Junior  Grand  Warden. 


Band. 

Hope,  Gardner,  Levi  Haywood,  W.  Master. 
Somerset,  Somerset,  Elbridge  G.  Paul,  W.  Master. 
Amity,  Danvers,  Albert  W.  Howe,  W.  Master. 
Mount  Olivet,  Cambridge,  Henry  W.  Muzzey,*W.  Master. 
Blue  Hill,  Canton,  J.  Mason  Everett,  W.  Master. 
Aberdeen,  Boston,  Chas.  J.  Danforth,  W.  Master. 
Orient,  South  Dedham,  Warren  H.  Billings,  W.  Master. 

Dalhousie,  Newton,  Cephas  Brigham,  W.  Master. 
John  Hancock,  Methuen,  James  O.  Parker,  W.  Master. 

Cornet  Band. 
John  Cutler,  Abington,  James  F.  Cox,  W.  Master. 
Hammatt,  East  Boston,  John  G.  Hazlett,  W.  Master. 
Henry  Price,  Charlestown,  G.  A.  Loundsbery,  W.  Master. 
United  Brethren,  Marlborough,  Burleigh  Morse,  W.  Master, 
Montecute,  Worcester,  Benjamin  Lewis,  W.  Master. 
John  Abbot,  Somerville,  Thomas  H.  Lord,  W.  Master. 
Mount  Vernon,  Maiden,  Wm.  H.  Richardson,  W.  Master. 
Webster,  Webster,  Horace  J.  Joslin,  W.  Master. 
Trinity,  Clinton,  Levi  Greene  as  W.  Master. 

Boston  Brigade  Band. 
Paul  Revere,  North  Bridgewater,  Chas.  C.  Bizby,  W.  Master. 
Pequosset,  Watertown,  Thos.  N.  Hooper,  W.  Master. 

Wyoming,  Melrose,  D.  Corten,  W.  Master. 
Joseph  Warren,  Boston,  J.  Francis  Lotts,  W.  Master. 

Revere,  Boston,  W.  Rogers,  W.  Master, 
Winslow  Lewis,  Boston,  Andrew  G.  Smith,  W.  Master. 
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Gate  of  the  Temple,  South  Boston,  Benjamin  Pope,  W.  Master. 
Putnam,  East  Cambridge,  David  P.  Cummings,  W.  Master. 
Mount  Horeb,  West  Harwich,  J.  K.  Baker,  Jr.,  W.  Master. 

Gilmore's  Band. 
Mount  Horeb,  Woburn,  Horace  Collamore,  W.  Master. 
Germania,  Boston,  Anton  Moeldner,  W.  Master. 
Baalbec,  East  Boston,  Thomas  A.  Foster,  W.  Master. 
Franklin,  Grafton,  George  F.  Slocomb,  W.  Master. 
Ashler,  Rockport,  Samuel  York,  W.  Master. 
Ancient  York,  Lowell,  Josiah  E.  Short,  Jr.,  W.  Master.* 
.  Saint  Paul,  South  Boston,  N.  A.  Apollonio,  W.  Master. 
Mount  Tabor,  East  Boston,  Frederick  W.  Dunbar,  W.  Master. 
Star  of  Bethlehem,  Chelsea,  Chas.  F.  Haynes,  W.  Master. 

Metropolitan  Brass  Band. 
Grecian,  Lawrence,  James  R.  Simpson,  W.  Master. 
Orphan's  Hope,  Weymouth,  A.  Albrook,  W.  Master. 

Plymouth,  Plymouth,  W.  S.  Danforth,  W.  Master. 
Mount  Hope,  Fall  River,  Chas.  A.  Holmes,  W.  Master. 

Liberty,  Beverly,  David  S.  Shattuck,  W.  Master. 
Saint  Matthew,  Andover,  David  Hbwarth,  W.  Master. 
Monitor}  Waltham,  Hiram  M.  Britton,  W.  Master. 
Norfolk  Union,  Randolph,  J.  White  Belcher,  W.  Master. 
Saint  Albans,  Foxboro',  Wm.  R.  Thomas,  W.  Master. 

Mount  Hope  Brass  Band. 
Bethesda,  Brighton,  C.  H.  B.  Breck,  W.  Master. 
Mystic,  Pittsfieid,  George  W.  Dutton,  W.  Master. 
Pentucket,  Lowell,  Hiram  N.  Hall,  Past  Master. 
Amicable,  Cambridgeport,  Henry  Endicott,  W.  Master. 

Mount  Carmel,  Lynn,  James  A.  Austin  as  Master. 
Sain)  Mark,  Newburyport,  Wm.  P.  Sanders,  W.  Master. 
Merrimack,  Haverhill,  D.  B.  Tenney,  Past  Master. 

Rural,  Quincy,  Edwin  S.  Bradford,  W.  Master. 
Fraternal,  Barnstable,  George  J.  Miller.  W.  Master. 

Morse's  Brass  Band.  . 

Aurora,  Fitchburg,  Henry  T.  Pratt,  W.  Master. 
Mount  Lebanon,  Boston,  John  F.  Abbott,  W.  Master. 
Mount  Zion,  Barre,  C.  C.  Hemenway,  W.  Master. 
Rising  Star,  Stoughton,  Jona  R.  Gay,  W.  Master. 
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King  David,  Taunton,  J.  J.  Whitmarsh,  W.  Master. 

Marine,  Falmouth,  Wm.  Hewins,  W.  Master, 
Meridian,  Natick,  James  H.  Parker,  W.  Master. 
Hiram,  West  Cambridge,  Wm.  H.  Pattee,  W.  Master. 
Olive  Branch,  Sutton,  John  £.  Bacon  as  Master. 

Brass  Band. 

Saint  Paul's,  Groton,  Hibbard  P.  Ross,  W.  Master. 
Montgomery,  Milford,  Henry  C.  Skinner,  W.  Master. 
Fellowship,  Bridgewater,  Fisher  A.  Sprague,  W.  Master. 

Bristol,  Attleborough,  Chas.  E.  Smith,  W.  Master. 

Union,  Dorchester,  Wm.  T.  Adams,  W.  Master. 
Columbian,  Boston,  Henry  W.  Warren,  W.  Master. 

Washington,  Roxbury,  George  Frost,  W.  Master. 

Evening  Star,  Lee,  Eliphalet  Wright,  W.  Master. 
Morning  Star,  Worcester,  Chas.  G.  Reed,  W.  Master. 

Boston  Cornet  Band. 
Old  Colony,  Hingham,  E.  Waters  Burr,  W.  Master. 
King  Solomon,  Charlestown,  Edward  S.  Coombs,  W.  Master. 
Essex,  Salem,  Henry  A.  Brown,  W.  Master. 
Massachusetts,  Boston,  Alfred  S.  Chapman,  W.  Master. 

Tyrian,  Gloucester,  John  Loyd,  W.  Master. 
Saint  John,  Newburyport,  Nicholas  Johnson,  W.  Master. 
Philanthropic,  Marblehead,  Michael  J.  Doak,  W.  Master. 
Saint  Andrew,  Boston,  Edward  Stearns,  W.  Master. 
Saint  John,  Boston,  James  A.  Fox.  W.  Master. 

Royal  Arch  Chapters. 
Salem  Brass  Band. 
Sutton  R.  A.  Chapter,  Lynn,  M.  E.  Alonzo  F.  Be  then,  High  Priest. 
Washington  R.  A.  Chapter,  Salem,  M.  E.  James  Kimball,  H.  Priest. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 
E.  Luther  L.  Tarbell,  Grand  Sentinel. 
E.  L.  B.  Meston,  as  Grand  Secretary. 
E.  J.  J.  Hemes,  as  Grand  Treasurer. 
E.  John  Green,  as  Grand  R.  A.  Captain. 
E.  Rev.  John  P.  Robinson,  Grand  Chaplain. 
E.  T.  H.  Emmons,  Grand  Captain  of  Host.  • 
E.  E.  M.  Mitchell,  as  Grand  Scribe. 
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£.  Ebenezer  Tolman,  as  Grand  King. 
£.  John  A.  Goodwin,  as  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  £.  Solon  Thornton,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Massachusetts. 

American  Brass  Band  of  Providence. 
Calvary  Encampment  of  Providence,  R  I ,  (acting  as  Guard  of  Honor 
to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,)  Sir  Levi  L.  Webster,  General- 
issimo, Commanding. 
Knights  in  Companies. 

Tee  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 
Brother  Eben  F.  Gay,  Grand  Tyler. 
"     S.  B.  Ball, 

"     F.  A/m^\^     ^Grand  Choristers. 
44     C.  G.  Jackinan,  j 

W.  J.  K.  Hayward,  j 
44    E.  D.  Bancroft, 

"    ¥&™toa'  }*•  P-uivant.. 

"  Lovell  Bicknell, 

44  Henrv  Tabor,  2d,    £  G.  Stewards. 

44  W.  W.  Wheildon, 

44  Henry  Mulliken,  J.  G.  D. 

44  Samuel  P.  Oliver,  S.  G.  D. 

44  Rev.  William  S.  Studley,  G.  Chaplain. 

DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS. 


R.  W.  Newell  A.  Thompson, 

"  Solon  Thornton, 

44  Henry  Chickering, 

44  Rev.  R.  S.  Pope, 

4<  James  M.  Cook, 

44  Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmun, 

"  John  P.  Lovell, 

44  C.  L.  Chamberlin, 

4C  William  F.  Salmon, 

44  William  Sutton, 

44  Sereno  D.  Nickerson, 


District  No,  12. 
No.  11. 
No.  9. 
No.  8. 
No.  7. 
No.  6. 
No.  5. 
No.  4. 
No.  8. 
No.  2. 
No.  1. 


R.  W/Charles  L.  Woodbury,  Cor.  G.  Secretary. 
11   ^Charles  W.  Moore,  R.  G.  Secretary. 
11     John  McClellan,  G.  Treasurer. 
44    Daniel  Reynolds,  Past  J.  Grand  Warden. 
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R.  W.  Isaac  H.  Wright,  Past  J.  Grand  Warden. 

44    John  R.  Bradford,  Past  J.  Grand  Warden. 

"    John  Hews,  Past  J.  Grand  Warden. 

44     William  North,  Past  S.  Grand  Warden. 

"    Joel  Spalding,  Past  S.  Grand  Warden. 

"     Lorenzo  H.  Gamwell,  Past  S.  Grand  Warden. 

"    Henry  Goddard,  Past  S.  Grand  Warden. 

44    Bradford  L.  Wales,  Past  S.  Grand  Warden. 

44    William  C.  Plunkett,  Past  S.  Grand  Warden. 

"    Daniel  Harwood,  Past  8.  Grand  Warden. 

"    Robert  Keith,  Past  S.  Grand  Warden. 

44    Thomas  Tolman,  Past  S.  Grand  Warden. 

"    R.  T.  Clinch  D.  G.  Master  of  G.  Lodge  of  N.  Brunswick. 

14    G.  Washington  Warren,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

44    Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Wells,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

44     George  G.  Smith,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

44    Abraham  A.  Dame,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

44    William  D.  Coolidge,  Past  Grand  Master. 

44     Winslow  Lewis,  Past  Grand  Master. 

44    Simon  W.  Robinson,  Past  Grand  Master. 

11    Benjamin  Dean,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

44    Charles  Bobbins,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  p.  t. 

11     Charles  C.  Dame,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
M.  W.  William  Parkman,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

W.   F.  L.  Winship,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Knights  of  Calvary  Encampment,  in  Companies. 
Invited  Guests  and  aged  Brethren  of  the  Fraternity,  in  Carriages. 

THE  MARCH 

Began  at  about  12  o'clock,  and  the  Procession,  moving  at  quick 
Mtep,  passed  over  the  route  in  a  little  less  than  two  hours — starting 
from  the  Common,  as  above,  and  passing  through  Wintej,  Summer, 
Otis,  Devonshire,  Milk,  Broad,  State,  Court,  Tremont,  and  Beacon 
streets,  and  entering  the  Common  at  Charles  street  Mall,  thence  pass- 
ing through  Beacon,  Park  and  Tremont  street  Malls,  to  the  site  of 
the  New  Temple.  The  whole  distance  was  probably  three  miles,  and 
it  was  observed  that  when  the  rear  portion  of  the  Procession  was 
leaving  the  Common,  the  head  of  it  had  returned  to  the  starting 
place.  * 

On  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  the  Procession  at  the  site  of  the  new 
building,  the  whole  was  opened  to  the  right  and  left,  and  the  M.  W. 
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Grand  Master,  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  Lodges 
according  to  seniority,  passed  through  the  open  lines  and  wheeled 
upon  the  immense  platform,  prepared  for  their  reception,  and  where 
the  ceremonies  took  place  as  follows : — 

CEREMONIES. 
Music  by  Gilmore's  Band,  Boston. 
Opening. 

Grand  Mailer.  Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden:  The 
Grand  Lodge  having  been  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  Laying  the 
Corner-Stone  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple  here  to  be  erected,  it  is 
my  order  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  be  now  opened  for  the 
performance  of  that  important  ceremony.  This  my  will  and  pleasure 
you  will  communicate  to  the  Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
and  he  to  the  Brethren  present,  that  all  having  due  notice  may  gov- 
ern themselves  accordingly. 

Senior  Grand  Warden.  Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden : 
It  is  the  order  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  that  this  Corner- 
stone be  now  laid  with  Masonic  honors.  This  his  will  and  pleasure 
you  will  proclaim  to  all  present,  that  the  occasion  may  be  observed 
with  due  order  and  solemnity. 

Junior  Grand  Warden.  Brethren,  and  all  who  are  present,  take 
notice,  that  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  will  now  deposit  this 
Foundation-Stone  in  Masonic  form.  You  will  observe  the  order  an% 
decorum  becoming  the  important  and  solemn  ceremonies  in  which  we 
are  about  to  engage. 

Prayer  by  R.  W.  Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmun. 

4  Hymn. 

Great  Architect  of  earth  and  heaven, 

By  time  nor  space  confined, 
Enlarge  our  love  to  comprehend, 

Our  Brethren,  all  mankind. 

Where'er  we  are,  whatever  we  do, 

Thy  presence  let  us  own ; 
Thine  Eye,  all-seeing,  marks  our  deeds, 

To  Thee  all  thoughts  are  known. 
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While  nature's  works,  and  science's  laws 

We  labor  to  reveal, 
Oh  be  our  duty  done  to  Thee 

With  fervency  and  zeal. 

With  Faith  our  guide,  and  humble  Hope, 

Warm  Charity  and  Love, 
May  all  at  last  be  raised  to  share 

Thy  perfect  light  above. 

Grand  Master.  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Treasurer :  You  will  read 
the  inscription  on  the  Plate  which  is  to  be  deposited  under  the  Foun- 
dation-Stone. 

THE  GRAND  TREASURER  HERE  READ  THE  INSCRIPTION  AS  FOLLOWS  : 
This  Corner-Stone  of  a  New  Masonic  Temple  for  the  use  ol  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  Fraternily  of  Freemasons  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  was 
laid  with  Public  Masonic  Ceremonies,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Executive  Offi- 
cers ol  the  State  and  City,  by  the  Most  Worshipful  William  Pabkmam,  Esq., 
Grand  Master,  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  A.  L  5864,  A.  D.  1864. 

Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  A.  L.  5864:— M.  W.  William  Parkman,  G.  Mea- 
ter  j  R.  W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  D.  G.  Master;  R.  W.  William  S.  Gardner,  S.  G. 
Warden ;  R.  W.  Benj.  Dean,  J.  G.  Warden  ;  R  W.  John  Mc  Clellan,  G.  Treas.  ; 
R.  W.  Charles  W.  Moore,  R.  G.  Secretary ;  R.  W.  C.  Levi  Woodbury,  C.  G. 
Secretary. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  a— R.  W.  S.  D.  Nickerson,  District  1.  William 
Sutton,  District  2.  W.  P.  Salmon,  District  3.  C.  D.  Chamberlain,  District  4. 
J.  P.  Lovell,  District  5.  J.  W.  Dadmun,  District  6.  James  M.  Cook,  District  7. 
R.  S.  Pope,  District  8.  Henry  Chickering,  District  9.  E  P.  Graves,  District  10. 
Solon  Thornton,  District  11.  Newell  A.  Thompson,  District  12,  George  H. 
Andall,  for  Chili,  S.  America. 

W.  Rev.  Wm.  T.  Alger,  Rev.  Wm.  S.  Stud  ley,  Grand  Chaplains;  Wm.  D> 
Stratton,  G.  Marshal;  Samuel  P.  Oliver,  S.  G  Deacon ;  Henry  Mulliken,  J.  G* 
Deacon;  P.  Adams  Ames,  G.  Sword  Bearer;  W.  W.  Wheildon,  Henry  Taben 
2d,  Lovell  Bicknell, Francis  L.  Winship,  G.  Stewards;  Edward  D.  Bancroft,  L. 
H.  Gamwell,  J.  K.  Hay  ward,  G.  Lecturers  ;  Brother  Eben  F.  Gay,  G.  Tyler. 

Board  of  Directors  :— M.  W.  Wm.  Parkman,  R.  W.  Wm.  S.  Gardner,  Benja. 
min  Dean,  Charles  W.  Moore,  Winalow  Lewis,  John  T.  Heard.,  Wm.  D.  Cool* 
idge,  G.  Washington  Warren,  William  North. 

Building  Committee;— William  Parkman,  Charles  W.Moore,  Benjamin  Dean, 
John  T.  Heard. 

President  of  the  United  States,  Abraham  Lin  col*.  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, John  A.  Andrew.   Mayor  of  Boston,  Frederick  W.  Lin  com,  Jr. 
M.  G.  Wheelocx,  Architect. 

Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  founded  A.  L  5733,  A.  D.  1733  Hekky 
Price,  Esq  ,  First  Grand  Master. 
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Contents  of  thb  Box. 

1.  Constitution  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

2.  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  2862  and  1863. 

3.  freemasons'  Magazine,  with  a  description  of  the  New  Building. 

4.  Freemasons'  Magazine,  containing  an  account  of  the  burning  of  the  Win- 
tbrop  House  and  Freemasons'  Hall,  April  6, 1864. 

5  Moore's  Address  on  the  Early  History  of  Freemasonry  in  America. 

6  Declaration  of  the  Freemasons  of  Boston  and  vicinity,  in  1831. 

7.  Photograph  of  the  New  Freemasons'  Hall,  by  Chapman. 

8.  Ordinances  and  Public  Documents  of  the  Cities  of  Boston,  Roxbary,  Cam- 
bridge,  Charlestown  and  Lowell. 

9    Coins  of  the  United  States. 
10.  Newspapers  of  the  day. 

11*  Historical  sketches  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  of  its  Subordinate  or* 
gajuamtions. 

12.  Proceedings  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association  for  1861, 1862, 1863 
and  1864. 

Chrand  Master.  There  being  no  objection,  I  now  order  you,  Broth- 
er Grand  Treasurer,  to  deposit  the  Plate,  with  the  Papers,  in  the 
place  prepared  for  their  reception. 

[music  bt  the  band  during  the  ceremony  of  making  the 
Bfcposrr,] 

The  principal  Architect  then  presented  the  Working  Tools  to  the 
Grand  Master,  who  directed  the  Grand  Marshal  to  present  them  to 
the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  Senior  and  Junior  Grand  Wardens.  . 

The  Grand  Master,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  Grand  War- 
dens, then  descended  from  the  platform ;  the  Grand  Master  taking 
the  Trowel,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  the  Square,  the  Senior  Grand 
Warden  the  Level,  and  the  Junior  Grand  Warden  the  Plumb,  the  Gr. 
Master  standing  at  the  East  of  the  Stone,  his  Deputy  on  his  right,  the 
Senior  Grand  Warden  at  the  West,  and  the  Junior  Grand  Warden  at 
the  South  side  of  the  Stone.  The  Grand  Master  then  spread  the  ce- 
ment ;  and  when  that  was  done,  he  directed  the  Grand  Marshal  to  or- 
der the  Craftsmen  to  lower  the  stone.  [This  was  done  by  three  mo- 
tions, viz : — 1st,  by  lowering  a  few  inches  and  stopping,  when  the  pub- 
He  Grand  Honors  were  given ;  2d,  again  lowering  a  few  inches,  and 
giving  Grand  Honors ;  3d,  letting  the  stone  down  to  its  place  and  giv- 
ing the  Grand  Honors  as  before.  The  Square,  Level  and  Plumb  were 
then  applied  to  the  Stone  by  the  proper  officers.] 
5 
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Grand  Master.   Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master :   What  is 
the  proper  Jewel  of  your  office  ? 
Deputy  Grand  Master.   The  Square. 

Grand  Mailer.  Have  you  applied  the  Square  to  those  parts  of  the 
Stone  that  should  be  square  P 

Deputy  Grand  Master.  I  have,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and 
the  Craftsmen  have  done  their  duty. 

Grand  Master.  Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden:  What 
is  the  proper  Jewel  of  your  office  ? 

Senior  Grand  Warden .    The  Level. 

Grand  Master.   Have  you  applied  the  Level  to  the  Stone  ? 

Senior  Grand  Warden.  I  have,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and 
the  Craftsmen  have  done  their  duty. 

Grand  Master.  Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden :  What  is 
the  proper  Jewel  of  your  office  ? 

Junior  Grand  Warden.   The  Plumb. 

Grand  Master.  Have  you  applied  the  Plumb  to  the  several  edges 
of  the  Stone? 

Junior  Grand  Warden.  I  have,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and 
the  Craftsmen  have  done  their  duty. 

Grand  Master*  Having  full  confidents  in  your  skill  in  the  Royal 
Art,  it  remains  with  me  now  to  finish  the  work. 

The  Grand  Master  then  gave  three  knocks  upon  the  Stone,  saying — 
"  I  find  this  Foundation-Stone  well  formed,  true  and  trusty,  and 
may  this  undertaking  be  conducted  and  completed  by  the  Craftsmen 
according  to  the  grand  plan,  in  Peace,  Love  and  Harmony 

•*  Know  all  of  you  who  hear  me.  We  proclaim  ourselves  free  and 
lawful  Masons,  true  to  the  laws  of  our  country,  professing  to  fear  God, 
and  to  confer  benefits  on  mankind.  We  practice  universal  beneficence 
towards  all.  We  have  secrets  concealed  from  the  eyes  of  men  which 
may  not  be  revealed  to  any  but  Masons,  and  which  no  cowan  has  yet 
discovered;  they  are,  however,  lawful  and  honorable.  Unless  our 
Graft  was  good  and  our  calling  honest,  these  secrets  would  not  have 
existed  for  so  many  generations,  nor  should  we  have  had  so  many  il- 
lustrious personages  as  Brethren  of  our  Order,  always  ready  to  sanc- 
tion our  proceedings  and  contribute  to  our  welfare.  We  are  assembled 
in  the  broad  face  of  open  day,  under  the  canopy  of  Heaven,  to  build 
a  Temple  for  Masonry.   May  God  prosper  our  handiwork  as  it  shall 
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most  please  Him.  May  this  Temple  become  a  place  wherein  just  and 
upright  Masons  may  practice  benevolence,  promote  harmony  and  cul- 
tivate Brotherly  love,  until  they  shall  all  assemble  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
above,  where  the  world's  Great  Architect  lives  and  reigns  forever." 

Grand  Chaplain,  (Rev.  Win.  S.  Stud  ley.)  "  May  the  Almighty  Ar- 
chitect of  the  Universe,  who  disposes  of  all  things  according  to  the 
excellency  of  His  will ;  who  made  the  Heavens  for  His  majesty,  the 
sun  and  stars  for  His  glory,  and  the  earth  as  our  plaee  of  existence 
and  obedience  to  His  laws,  look  down  on  us,.  His  servants,  Master 
Masons,  endeavoring,  in  the  bonds  of  love,  according  to  the  rules 
of  charity,  to  build  a  house  for  His  worship.  And  may  this  house, 
when  completed,  be  a  fit  habitation  for  worthy  men  to  meet  together 
and  do  good.  May  the  secret  assemblies  of  Freemasons  convened 
here,  according  to  law,  be  conducted  in  honor,  and  result  in  charity. 
May  every  Mason  who  enters  under  the  roof  of  this  intended  build- 
lng  remember  that  the  secrets  of  the  Lord  our  God  are  with  them  that 
fear  Him.  May  this  good  work  prosper.  May  the  workmen  be  com- 
forted. May  no  strife,  brawling,  or  unseemly  words,  be  heard  within 
the  walls.  May  the  Master  love  the  Brethren,  and  Brethren  honor  the 
Master.  May  the  coming  in  and  going  out  of  the  Brethren  be  blessed 
forevennore.  May  there  be  plenteousness  here,  and  the  voice  of 
thanksgiving  ever  heard.  May  no  mourning  or  sorrow  of  heart  be 
known.  May  the  true  wayfaring  Mason  find  comfort  in  his  journey 
when  he  tarrieth  for  a  time  within  the  gates  of  this  house. 

"  Oh,  Lord  God,  Great  Architect  and  Grand  Geometrician  of  the  Uni- 
verse, prosper  Thou  our  work.  Permit  us  at  all  times  and  in  all  places 
to  build  up  Thy  holy  temple  in  our  hearts  and  souls,  with  the  beauty 
of  true  holiness,  so  that  we  may,  by  faith  and  good  works,  ultimately 
arrive  at  that  glorious  mansion,  where  all  things  are  indeed  perfect — 
where  there  shall  be  no  more  labor,  no  more  sorrow,  but  love,  joy, 
peace,  rejoicing  and  happiness  forevennore. n 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master  then  received  from  the  Grand  Marshal 
the  Cornucopia  containing  Corn,  and  spread  the  corn  upon  the  Stone, 
saying:— 

44  May  the  health  of  the  workmen  employed  in  this  undertaking, 
be  preserved  to  them,  and  may  the  Supreme  Grand  Architect  bless 
and  prosper  their  labors.11 

When  once  of  old,  in  Israel, 
Our  early  Brethren  wrought  with  toil, 
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Jehovah's  blessing  on  them  fell 
In  showers  of  Cork,  and  Wins  an#OiL. 

The  Grand  Marshal  then  presented  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  the 
cup  of  Wine,  who  poured  it  upon  the  Stone,  saying : — 

44  May  plenty  be  showered  down  upon  the  people  of  this  ancient 
Commonwealth,  and  may  the  blessings  of  the  Bounteous  Giver  of  All 
Things,  attend  all  their  philanthropic  undertakings.11 

When  there  a  shrine  to  Him  alone 

They  built,  with  worship  sin  to  foil, 
On  threshold  and  on  corner-stone 

They  poured  out  Cosh,  and  Wine  and  Oil. 

The  Grand  Marshal  presented  the  cup  of  Oil  to  the  Junior  Grand 
Warden,  who  poured  it  upon  the  Stone,  saying : — 

"May  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  World  preserve  this  people  in 
Peace,  and  vouchsafe  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  every  blessing.11 

And  we  have  come,  fraternal  bands, 
With  joy  and  pride  and  prosperous  spoil, 

To  honor  Him  by  votive  hands 
With  streams  of  Corn,  and  Wink  and  Oil. 

Grand  Madtr.  44  May  Corn,  Wine  and  Oil,  and  all  the  necessaries 
of  life,  abound  among  men  throughout  the  world ;  and  may  the  bless- 
ing of  Almighty  God  be  upon  this  undertaking,  and  may  the  structure 
here  to  be  erected  be  preserved  to  the  latest  ages,  in  order  that  it  may 
promote  the  humane  purposes  for  which  it  is  designed.11 

The  Grand  Master  then  presented  the  Implements  to  the  Architect, 
saying  :— 

44  To  you,  Brother  Architect,  are  confided  the  implements  of  oper- 
ative Masonry,  with  the  fullest  confidence  that  by  your  skiU  and  taste, 
a  fabric  shall  arise,  which  shall  add  new  lustre  to  our  hondred  Com- 
monwealth. May  it  endure  for  many  ages,  a  monument  of  the  liber- 
ality and  benevolence  of  its  founders.11 

Music  bt  the  Band. 

Oration  bt  Bb.  Hon.  Robert  B.  Hall,  of  Plymouth. 
The  solemn  and  significant  rites  we  have  just  witnessed,  inaugurate 
the  commencement  of  a  new  Temple  for  Masonry  in  this,  her  most  an- 
cient seat,  on  the  American  Continent  On  this  stone,  now  firmly  laid, 
tried  by  the  plumb,  the  level  and  square— overspread  in  mystic  cere- 
mony with  corn,  and  wine,  and  oil — and  consecrated  by  prayer  to  the 
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Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe,  will  rise  a  magnificent  pile,  hon- 
orable to  our  Fraternity  and  ornamental  to  this  city. 

We  have  gathered  here  in  festal  array  to  celebrate  this  auspicious 
event  with  fitting  pomp  and  grateful  joy.  We  come  from  all  parts  of 
this  Jurisdiction  to  join  with  our  venerable  mother,  the  Grand  Lodge  Qf 
Massachusetts,  now  crowned  with  the  wreaths  of  more  than  a  hundred 
and  thirty  summers — to- day  more  stately  and  vigorous  than  ever— in 
this  act  which  proclaims  her  prosperous  energy.  This  imposing  pa- 
geant is  in  her  honor,  and  proclaims  the  lively  interest  of  the  Frater- 
nity in  the  advancement  and  glory  of  our  Order. 

Thirty-four  years  ago,  this  day,  the  foundations  of  the  old  Temple 
were  laid,  and  that  building  was  supposed  to  be  on  a  scale  sufficient 
for  the  wants  of  generations  to  come.  But,  in  this  brief  space,  Ma- 
sonry has  outgrown  its  accommodations,  and  it  was  disposed  of  in 
1858  for  other  uses.  Since  then  the  Grand  Lodge  has  occupied  tem- 
porary apartments,  though  for  the  last  three  years  under  her  own  roof. 
It  seems  but  yesterday  since  the  destroying  angel  hovered  over  this 
spot  and  consumed  our  tabernacle  with  his  fiery  breath.  Already  we 
triumph  over  these  disastrous  ashes.  Undismayed  by  calamity,  and 
buoyant  with  hope,  we  commence  the  erection  of  a  suitable  and  per- 
manent home  for  the  Craft.  Let  the  walls  of  this  Temple  rise  in  solid 
grandeur  till  its  pinnacles  salute  the  skies !  And  from  this  time  till  it 
shall  crumble  into  decay  let  it  be  sacred  to  the  mysteries  and  the  work 
of  Masonry. 

The  short  time,  necessarily  allotted  to  this  address  in  the  pro- 
gramme for  the  day,  precludes  any  elaborate  historical  account  of  our 
Order,  and  anything  like  a  critical  and  philosophical  analysis  of  its 
Constitution  and  influence.  The  remarks,  therefore,  which  will  be 
made  on  these  subjects  will  be  cursory  and  brief. 

The  Institution  of  Masonry  has  come  down  to  us  in  its  principles 
and  spirit,  if  not  in  form,  from  a  remote  antiquity.  Its  vestiges  may 
be  traced,  veiled  in  the  mists  of  the  dim  past,  faint  and  shadowy  and 
obscure  it  may  be,  but  yet  speaking  witnesses  to  its  ancient  claims.  At 
what  particular  age  of  the  world  its  light  was  first  revealed  it  is  dfficult 
to  determine ;  but  the  field  of  investigation  is  ample,  and  materials 
are  not  wanting  to  develop  probable  conjectures.  There  are  at  least 
sufficient  resemblances  between  Masonry  and  the  most  ancient  socie- 
ties in  Phoenicia,  Chaldea  and  Egypt  to  suggest  their  common  origin, 
and  such  points  of  resemblance  to  the  oldest  Mysteries  as  to  render 
probable  an  affinity  with  them.  Masonry,  as  now  organized,  is  be. 
lieved  to  be  of  Jewish  origin  on  the  authority  of  its  own  traditions, 
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and  from  internal  evidence  well  understood  by  the  Craft.  The  erection 
of  the  Temple  on  Mount  Moriah  by  Solomon,  Ring  of  Israel,  was- an 
occasion  of  the  assemblage  of  bands  of  "  cunning  artificers/'  especi- 
ally from  Tyre,  at  Jerusalem.  While  the  Temple  was  building,  the 
workmen  are  said  to  have  been  formed  into  a  community  under  a  sys- 
tem of  rules  designed  to  facilitate  perfection  and  efficiency  in  their  art, 
and  to  promote  their  common  interests.  This  organization  was  des- 
tined to  survive  the  occasion  which  brought  them  together.  At  the 
completion  of  the  Temple  the  Craftsmen  travelled  in  other  lands  where 
their  skill  might  find  employment.  Their  monuments  are  to  be  found 
in  the  ruins  of  temples  and  theatres  which  they  erected  in  Phoenicia, 
Greece  and  Rome,  until  the  era  of  Christianity.  Soon  after  this  pe- 
riod traces  of  their  history  appear  in  public  records,  as  well  as  in 
their  works.  In  the  middle  ages,  Masonry  culminated  in  its  greatest 
glory.  It  was  patronized  by  the  Throne  and  Church,  and  overspread 
Europe  with  its  marvels  of  architectural  skill  and  beauty.  At  this 
date  we  have  precise  information  in  regard  to  these  societies,  and  but 
little  is  left  to  conjecture  as  to  their  nature  and  organization.  They 
were  schools  of  instruction  in  architecture  and  cognate  science,  and 
fraternities  for  mutual  protection  and  relief.  They  used  a  symbolical 
language  derived  from  the  practice  of  their  profession ;  they  possessed 
the  means  of  mutual  recognition,  and  were  bound  together  by  secret 
obligations. 

At  an  early  period  these  societies  were  endowed  with  special  privi- 
leges as  a  corporation  of  builders,  and  became  exempt  from  all  local 
and  civil  jurisdiction.  At  length,  and  by  degrees,  many  persons  of 
eminence,  not  of  the  Craft,  chiefly  ecclesiastics,  became  associated 
with  them  from  a  desire  to  obtain  the  secret  knowledge  they  possessed, 
and  participate  in  their  privileges.  This  admixture  of  a  superior  class 
as  "  accepted11  Masons  soon  became  potential ;  and  as  the  knowledge 
of  the  art  of  building  spread  beyond  the  limits  of  the  .society,  the 
speculative  element  gradually  predominated.  In  England,  however, 
it  appears  that  the  Freemasons,  under  their  ancient  organization' 
which  dates  from  the  time  of  Athelstane,  continued  as  a  body  to  erect 
public  buildings  until  the  rebuilding  of  London  and  the  completion  of 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  under  the  mastership  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren.  It 
was  as  late  as  1717  that  the  ancient  Lodges  remaining  in  London  uni- 
ted to  form  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  In  1733 
the  Grand  Lodge,  in  whose  presence  we  now  stand,  was  organized  un- 
der English  authority  as  the  first  Grand  Lodge  in  America,  and  con- 
stitutes the  link  of  our  connection  with  the  illustrious  past  of  our 
Order. 
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We  are  proud  of  our  descent,  as  Masons,  from  an  ancestry  so  re- 
nowned and  venerable.  Our  fathers  wrought  to  embellish  the  earth 
with  exquisite  forms  of  material  beauty,  and  reared  with  patient  toil 
those  stately  edifices  which  overspread  the  old  world  with  elegance  and 
grace.  The  memorials  of  their  genius  and  skill  compel  the  homage* 
of  admiring  generations,  and  their  fame  will  endure  forever. 

But  the  claims  of  Masonry  to  our  respect  are  not  founded  chiefly 
on  the  service  it  has  rendered  to  the  useful  and  ornamental  arts  of  life. 
The  forms  of  architectural  beauty  and  design  may  vanish,  but  the 
spirit  which  informed  them  still  survives  with  the  Craft,  and  dignifies 
and  hallows  our  work.  Our  Order  no  longer  hews  and  squares  the 
rough  ashlar  for  the  builder's  use,  but  essays  the  nobler  work  of  fash- 
ioning living  stones  for  the  use  of  the  Great  Architect  himself.  We 
cease  to  employ  the  coarse  implements  which  were  once  the  instru- 
ment of  manual  toil,  wielded  by  brawney  arms  and  with  sweating 
brow.  The  forms  of  these  we  preserve ;  but  with  us  they  are  spirit- 
ualized as  emblematical  teachers  of  a  pure  morality.  The  Plumb, 
the  Level  and  the  Square  repose  upon  our  altars  still,  but  in  jewelled 
majesty,  to  be  used  only  by  the  gloved  hand  to  symbolize  the  highest 
truths  as  instruments  of  human  improvement. 

It  is  natural  to  respect  Masonry  for  its  antiquity.  But  it  claims  our 
reverence  also  because  it  is  the  only  one  of  the  old  societies  which 
history  records,  which  has  survived  the  wreck  of  time.  Masonry  is  the 
only  purely  human  institution  which  has  withstood  the  never  ceasing 
tide  of  change  in  the  world's  affairs.  In  imperishable  strength  and 
dignity  it  has  endured  like  the  rock,  while  the  current  has  passed  by, 
sweeping  into  oblivion  systems,  dynasties  and  institutions,  some  of 
them  as  ancient  as  herself,  and  once  the  object  of  pride  and  admira- 
tion. 

It  is  natural  to  inquire  whatthere  is  in  Masonry  which  will  account  for 
its  permanency  thus  far,  and  promises  to  secure  its  perpetuity.  Why 
is  it  that  its  light  that  glimmered  in  early  darkness  should  shine  in  in- 
creasing lustre  through  the  ages,  and  in  the  nineteenth  century  glow 
in  full  effulgence  ?  How  is  it  that  with  no  sign  of  decrepitude  or  de- 
cay, Masonry,  with  unpalsied  hand,  yet  holds  the  sceptre  of  her  Royal 
Art  in  increasing  empire  ?  The  answer  must  be  sought  in  some  pe- 
culiarity of  constitution ;  for  no  miracle  has  been  wrought  in  her  be- 
half. She  has  been  subjected  to  the  same  series  of  circumstances  as 
other  institutions  now  numbered  with  things  that  were,  with  no  exter- 
nal shield  against  the  wreck  of  time.  In  her  own  symbolical  language 
she  is  said  to  be  supported  by  pillars  of  Wisdom,  Strength  and 
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Beauty.  On  this  hint  we  propose  to  dwell,  and  a  brief  interpreta- 
tion of  this  language,  in  an  enlarged  sense,  may  reveal  the  secret  of 
her  stability  and  power. 

The  Wisdom  of  Masonry  is  exemplified  in  her  establishing  her  ba- 
sis on  the  immutable  foundation  of  Truth.  Her  cardinal  principle  is 
belief  in  the  existence  of  God.  All  other  truths  correlative  with  be- 
lief in  Deity  have  a  place  in  her  system.  The  Bible,  as  the  source 
and  standard  of  Truth,  is  exalted  on  her  altars  as  her  first  Great  Light, 
and  all  her  moral  teachings  are  but  beams  of  its  brightness.  While 
Masonry  makes  no  pretensions  as  a  system  of  religion,  and,  least  of 
all,  prefers  a  claim  to  be  a  substitute  for  Christianity,  she  humbly 
walks  by  its  side  in  a  strict  alliance,  as  far  as  she  goes.  In  her  specu- 
lative form  she  is  as  exact  in  her  teachings  of  moral  truth  as  was  oper- 
ative Masonry  in  mathematical  science.  Her  propositions  admit  of  no 
dispute.  She  wisely  confines  herself  to  simple,  absolute  and  acknowl- 
edged truth,  and  leaves  no  margin  for  controversy  or  contradiction. 
She  inculcates  virtue  and  dissuades  from  vice,  but  has  no  casuistical 
refinements  to  perplex  and  divide  her  followers.  Masonry  from  her 
plane  furnishes  the  most  ample  facilities  for  the  investigation  of  truth. 
Whoever  stands  with  her  there  breathes  an  atmosphere  of  unrestricted 
liberality,  for  her  toleration  is  as  boundless  in  matters  of  opinion  as 
her  rule  is  imperative  in  fundamental  faith.  Anchored  in  her  princi- 
ples, fast  by  the  throne  of  God,  inculcating  in  her  first  step  a  loving 
trust  in  Him,  and  accepting  His  law  as  the  embodiment  of  truth,  she 
excludes  no  one  from  a  participation  in  her  benefits  on  account  of  di- 
versity in  religious  views.  Her  gates  are  closed  against  the  atheist 
only.  The  shackles  fall  from  the  hands  of  Prejudice  and  Bigotry  at 
the  entrance  to  her  shrine.  When  the  well  known  words  are  spoken 
which,  like  the  proclamation  of  the  mystagogue  at  Eleusis,  closes  the 
door  of  her  sanctuary  on  the  profane,  the*  truths  in  which  all  agree  are 
the  only  lessons  which  are  taught.  In  her  sacred  retreat  every  dis- 
cordant voice  is  hushed,  and  the  bitterness  of  sectarian  strife  is  abash- 
ed into  silence  in  the  awful  presence  of  pure  and  absolute  truth.  On 
any  other  platform  than  this  she  could  not  comprehend  in  her  embrace 
all  the  tribes  of  men,  as  the  human  race  now  exists,  or  has  ever  exist- 
ed. It  is  the  recognition  of  these  principles  and  the  acknowledgment 
of  corresponding  obligations  which  alone  render  it  possible  to  make 
her  privileges  available  to  the  whole  of  the  great  human  family.  If  she 
should  require  any  other  creed  than  that  God  is  our  Father  and  that 
men  are  His  children,  and  therefore  bound  to  love  Him  and  one  anoth- 
er, her  grand  object  would  be  at  once  defeated.   Hence,  while  every- 
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Mason  retains  his  religious  peculiarities,  the  Jew,  the  Turk,  the  Abo- 
rigines of  the  forest  and  the  Christian  may  fraternize  in  the  recognition 
of  a  common  bond,  and  demand  and  receive  mutual  benefits. 

The  perfect  adaption  of  our  Order  to  the  nature  and  wants  of  man 
is  strongly  indicative  of  the  wisdom  of  its  Constitution.  Its  whole  en- 
ergies have  been  devoted  to  the  interests  of  humanity.  Next  to  alle- 
giance to  God,  and  springing  from  it,  its  controlling  principle,  is  love 
for  man  as  man.  Before  the  era  of  Christianity  we  know  of  no  other 
system  of  morals  or  philosophy,  of  religion  or  politics,  which  presents 
this  bold  peculiarity  of  Freemasonry.  Individual  interests  seem  to 
have  been  nearly  or  quite  overlooked  by  the  sages  and  governors  who 
sought  to  rule  the  world  by  philosophies,  or  by  power.  In  the  repub- 
lics of  Greece  and  Rome,  confessedly  the  best  developments  of  civili- 
zation in  ancient  times,  the  interests  of  humanity  were  by  no  means 
predominant.  In  the  Roman  republic  the  boast  of  being  a  Roman  cit- 
izen had  little  meaning  except  as  a  defense  against  the  exactions  of 
foreign  domination.  The  man  was  not  esteemed  of  value  except  as 
part  of  the  Commonwealth.  Individual  rights  were  neither  sacred  or 
respected  as  inalienable.  Greece  never  saw  the  day,  though  she  boast- 
ed the  Academy,  when  the  many  were  not  virtually  the  slaves  of  the 
few ;  and  her  vaunted  democracy  was  but  a  name.  But  Masonry  recog- 
nizes with  generous  sensibility  the  dangers  and  needs  of  individual 
man,  and  watches  with  genial  care  over  his  rights.  Its  primary  object 
is  to  bless  the  race,  not  in  the  aggregate,  but  in  its  units ;  while  its  ul- 
timate aim  is  not  to  exert  a  power  over  society,  but  to  achieve  its  me- 
lioration and  perfection  by  silent  influences  in  its  component  parts. 
This  characteristic  of  her  system  is  the  reversal  of  the  theories  of  an- 
cient days  which  were  tried  only  to  fail,  and  have  left  the  wrecks  of 
their  destruction  scattered  over  the  earth.  Masonry  has  never  sought 
to  establish  her  sway  over  men,  but  within  them.  She  exerts  her  pow- 
er as  a  pervading  influence,  and  never  in  the  form  of  arbitrary  control. 
She  meets  man  in  all  the  varieties  of  his  condition  with  sympathy,  and 
comprehends  him  in  all  the  wants  of  his  complex  nature.  Her  first  and 
last  teaching  is  that  the  highest  human  development  is  in  the  direction 
of  personal  virtue  and  individual  excellence ;  that  the  true  nobility  is 
goodness ;  that  the  common  duties  of  life  have  in  them  the  elements  of 
heroism  and  sanctity ;  that  self-respect  is  a  virtue ;  and  that  every  man 
possesses  a  dignity  derived  from  his  original  endowments  and  inherent 
capabilities.  She  esteems  every  man  the  peer  of  his  fellow  in  nature 
and  rights.  Before  her  altar  distinctions  vanisfi,  and  all  men  meet  on 
the  level.  The  prince  and  the  peasant  stand  alike  in  her  presence. 
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Whatever  is  common  to  man  is  not  foreign  to  her  regard.  She  pro- 
vides for  the  physical  wants  of  the  body  and  the  yearning  needs  of  the 
soul.  She  stands  as  his  instructor  and  guide,  protector  and  friend. 
And  so  it  is  that  Masonry  points  to  its  monuments  of  usefulness  not 
among  the  few  who  attain  greatness  and  renown,  but  among  the  quiet 
and  peaceful  crowd  unknown  to  fame.  Her  beneficial  influence  is  not 
so  conspicuous  in  the  seats  of  wealth  and  power,  where  rights  seek 
not  for  protection,  and  affluence  craves  not  sympathy  and  aid ;  but 
among  the  masses  of  mankind  who  need  defense  and  sympathy,  and 
whose  wants  demand  relief. 

The  chief  element  of  Strength  in  Masonry  is  its  principle  of  asso- 
ciation. Man  by  nature  is  formed  for  Society.  It  is  impossible  for 
him  to  live  without  it,  without  degenerating.  The  law  of  attraction 
in  the  material  universe  is  not  more  necessary  than  the  law  of  attrac- 
tion in  the  social  world.  And  as  the  one  produces  its  mighty  effects 
in  sustaining  systems  of  worlds  and  the  cohesion  of  their  parts,  so  the 
other  by  its  combining  energy  supports  and  unites  society  in  indisso- 
luble bonds.  But  while  it  is  absolutely  true  that  Union  is  strength, 
yet  it  is  also  true  that  the  character  of  the  objects  of  human  associa- 
tion and  the  nature  of  the  means  of  obtaining  them  determine  the 
degree  of  its  efficiency  and  the  length  of  its  duration.  History  and 
experience  bear  unmistakable  testimony  to  the  fact  that  any  society 
not  based  on  virtuous  principles,  by  a  natural  law,  must  inevitably 
perish.  The  want  of  moral  cohesion  ensures  its  rupture  and  decay* 
On  the  other  hand,  the  three-fold  cord  of  association,  woven  of  high 
moral  principles,  is  not  easily  broken.  Its  strength  is  in  proportion 
to  the  elevation  of  its  aim,  and  its  vitality  is  commensurate  with  the 
extent  of  its  hope.  Now  Masonry  stands  on  a  higher  vantage  ground 
in  both  these  respects  than  any  other  human  institutions.  No  aim 
can  be  higher  than  that  which  she  proposes  to  accomplish — the  physi- 
cal, mental  and  moral  improvement  of  her  members,  and  the  circle  in 
which  her  operations  extend  embrace  the  race.  In  making  this  de- 
claration it  is  not  pretended  that  her  primary  object  is  an  undistin- 
guished and  unbounded  benevolence.  Masonry  was  instituted  to  pro- 
mote the  immediate  good  of  her  members,  wherever  they  may  be ; 
and  does  not  claim  to  sacrifice  that  good  for  the  benefit  of  the  unin- 
itiated. She  provides  for  her  own  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  pe- 
culiarity of  her  association,  ensuring  the  performance  of  this  obliga- 
tion, is  the  grand  element  of  her  continued  life.  She  is  necessarily  a 
propagandist,  and  furnishes  within  herself  the  motive  for  a  perpetual 
and  universal  increase.  It  is  her  interest  to  enlarge  her  means  of  use- 


43 


fulness,  and  her  doors  torn  on  ready  hinge*  to  all  applicants  for  her 
benefits  not  disqualified  by  irreligion  or  vice. 

Brotherly  love  contributes  essentially  to  the  strength  of  Masonry. 
The  fraternal  feeling  which  is  characteristic  of  Freemasonry  does  not 
originate  in  a  mere  congeniality  of  sentiment,  or  similarity  of  dispo- 
sition* It  is  a  principle  incorporated  in  the  frame-work  of  her  sys- 
tem. It  is  not  dependent  on  personal  preferences,  nor  left  to  grow 
out  of  frequent  and  agreeable  intercourse.  Social  companionship  de- 
Telopes  a  kindly  feeling  in  Masonry,  as  elsewhere,  and  often  ripens 
into  friendship,  which  gives  a  zest  to  the  enjoyment  of  life.  This 
form  of  brotherly  love,  however,  is  the  effect  of  circumstances ;  de- 
sirable and  profitable,  and  promoted  in  our  Order  as  much  or  more 
than  in  any  other  Institution .  But,  in  a  more  large  and  comprehensive 
sense,  brotherly  love  is  obligatory  on  all  Masons,  and  extends  its  re- 
gards to  the  whole  Fraternity,  wherever  dispersed.  Thus  universal 
in  its  relations,  it  secures  a  unity  and  harmony  which  render  our  Or- 
der not  only  invincible  to  external  assaults,  but  precludes  the  possi- 
bility of  disruption  and  ruin  from  internal  causes.  This  tie  of  broth- 
erly love,  regarded  not  as  a  sentiment,  but  as  an  obligation,  is  the 
glory  of  Masonry,  and  clothes  it  with  an  universal  power.  Overleap- 
ing all  geographical  divisions,  rising  above  all  religious  and  political 
differences,  and  ignoring  all  diversities  of  race,  it  establishes  a  com- 
mon bond  of  kindly  intercourse  among  the  Craft.  Over  all  the  world, 
wherever  a  Mason  discovers  another  Mason,  he  finds  a  Brother  and 
a  friend.  If  he  is  in  want,  he  can  claim  relief  which  will  not  be  de- 
nied. If  he  is  a  stranger,  he  can  demand  and  receive  hospitality.  If 
in  danger,  he  can  demand  succor.  On  the  tented  field  the  stroke 
which  would  have  fallen  in  death  has  often  been  arrested  by  this  mys- 
terious power,  and  the  claims  of  Brotherhood  have  been  recognized 
in  savage  warfare.  The  Masonic  sign  of  distress  is  potent  in  all  ca- 
lamities which  affect  life  or  fortune,  wherever  the  fraternal  eye  may 
discern  it.  Such  effects  are  produced  only  by  Masonry.  She  alone 
speaks  that  universal  language  whose  whispers  may  be  heard  amid 
the  thunders  of  war,  in  the  crash  of  shipwreck,  and  in  the  roar  of  vi- 
olence, and  whose  words  like  pentecostal  utterances,  are  intelligible 
among  all  people  and  tongues  1 

The  Beauty  of  Masonry  consists  not  merely  in  the  fair  proportions 
of  her  design  or  the  antique  grandeur  of  her  drapery,  but  in  the  mag- 
nitude and  glory  of  her  operations.  Through  the  long  ages,  as  now, 
she  has  stood  the  friend  of  man  and  the  benefactor  of  society.  In 
all  the  earth  she  has  distilled  her  genial  dew  of  blessing,  and  her  path 


44 


is  everywhere  marked  with  verdure  and  fruitfulness.  Her  works 
praise  her  in  the  gates,  and  the  grateful  tears  of  the  poor  and  unfor- 
tunate sparkle  like  jewels  in  her  diadem  of  glory.  Her  very  genius  is 
love,  the  spirit  of  which  connects  her  members  in  an  unbroken  pha- 
lanx, as  a  band  of  Brothers,  but  overflows  those  bounds  and  expands 
itself  in  a  stream  of  Charity,  embracing  all  mankind.  The  identifi- 
cation of  Masonry  and  Charity  forms  the  popular  idea  of  our  Order. 
By  general  consent  it  stands  at  the  head  of  charitable  institutions. 
But  alms-giving  is  not  the  most  important  part  of  charity  in  the  Ma- 
sonic sense.  This  consists  rather  in  the  cultivation  and  exercise  of 
kindly  disposition  and  active  sympathies.  It  is  a  charity  which  leads 
men  to  judge  of  others  with  lenity,  and  to  speak  of  them  without  re- 
proach— the  charity  which  makes  the  good  name  of  another  as  pre- 
cious as  our  own — it  is  exercised  in  the  endeavor  to  do  away  with  sus- 
picions, jealousies,  rivalries  and  evil  speakings — it  is  to  sustain  the 
wounded  spirit,  to  afford  consolation  to  the  afflicted,  to  extend  succor 
to  the  oppressed — to  redress  wrong.  Such  is  Masonic  charity,  iden- 
tical with  the  charity  of  Christianity,  and  which,  like  that,  "  never 
faileth." 

An  institution  adorned  with  beauty  like  this  must  hold  its  place,  in 
human  affection,  while  misfortune  and  sorrow  are  the  common  lot, 
while  human  hearts  cry  out  for  sympathy,  while  man  continues  frail 
and  imperfect. 

If  this  faint  sketch  of  some  of  the  more  prominent  principles  of 
Freemasonry  is  correct,  the  reasons  are  sufficient  to  account  for  her 
unchangeable  and  vigorous  continuance  until  the  present  time.  That 
this  Order  commends  itself  to  the  intelligence  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury is  evinced  by  its  larger  constituency  than  ever  before,  and  by  its 
firmer  hold  on  the  favor  of  wise  and  good  men.  We  submit,  there- 
fore, that  it  is  not  presumptuous  to  expect  that  in  the  long  line  of  cen- 
turies to  come,  it  will  repose  in  undisturbed  endurance  upon  the  im- 
perishable pillars  of  its  support.    Esto  perpdua  ! 

In  the  present  crisis  in  national  affairs  a  brief  allusion  may  be  par- 
doned to  the  relations  of  Masonry  to  Patriotism.  While  Masonry 
stands  sternly  aloof  from  all  partizan  politics,  she  inculcates  the  love 
of  country,  obedience  to  rulers,  and  respect  to  the  majesty  of  law. 
Masonry  is  strongly  allied  to  the  structure  of  our  government  by  her 
doctrine  of  equality  and  the  elective  principle  in  the  creation  of  her 
officers.  She  has  therefore  ever  taken  a  manly  stand  in  defense  of 
these  principles  as  embodied  in  the  American  Constitution.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  the  form  of  our  government  was  planned  by  Masonic  minds* 


45 


More  than  fifty  of  the  filly-six  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence were  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  Nearly  all  the  general  offi- 
cers of  the  Revolution  were  also  .Masons.  The  great  battles  of  the 
war  were  fought  under  Masonic  commanders.  The  blood  of  Warren 
moistened  yonder  hill  in  the  first  libation  to  liberty,  and  Washington 
conducted  our  armies  to  final  victory. 

The  spirit  which  animated  these  patriots  of  other  days  has  not  fled 
from  our  altars.  Masonry  still  yields  her  loyal  and  unfaltering  sup- 
port to  that  Constitution  which  her  sons  so  greatly  assisted  to  estab- 
lish. Now,  as  ever,  she  stands  by  the  laws  and  upholds  all  rightful 
authority.  At  the  same  time  she  lends  her  influence  to  soften  the  ca- 
lamities of  war  and  to  heal  the  wounds  of  fratricidal  strife.  Her  sons, 
when  called  upon  to  buckle  on  their  armor,  have  responded  prompt- 
ly and  in  multitudes.  None  have  exceeded  them  in  bravery  and  en- 
durance in  the  line  of  their  duty.  They  still  stand  ready  to  share  in 
the  sacrifices  which  may  be  required  by  their  country.  It  remains  to 
be  seen  how  Masonry  will  fulfill  her  mission  when  war  shall  end  in  vic- 
tory, and  peace  and  union  shall  again  prevail.  At  least,  she  will  be 
faithful  to  her  ancient  traditions  and  pristine  honor,  and  true  to  her  al- 
legiance. The  progress  of  events  seems  to  indicate  that  the  hour  of 
deliverance  is  at  hand.  Let  us  hope  that  when  the  cap-stone  is  fin- 
ished on  the  topmost  tower  of  our  Temple  the  banner  of  our  country, 
in  the  serene  beauty  of  its  celestial  dyes,  and  in  all  the  fulness  of  its  an- 
cient pride,  shall  float  from  its  summit,  once  again  the  emblem  of  a 
united,  free  and  prosperous  nation. 

Concluding  Hymn. 

Accept,  Great  Builder  of  the  skies, 
Our  heartfelt  acts  of  sacrifice  I 
Each  Brother  found  a  living  stone, 
While  bending  low  before  Thy  throne. 

While  Craftsmen  true  their  work  prepare, 
With  thoughts  unstained,  and  holy  care, 
May  each  be  fitly  formed  and  placed 
Where  Love  Divine  his  hopes  had  traced. 


Benediction. 
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THE  BANQUET. 

At  three  o'clock  P.  M.v  on  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies  of  lay- 
ing the  Corner-Stone,  a  Procession  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  of  those 
who  had  secured  tickets  to  the  Dinner,  was  formed  and  marched,  un- 
der the  escort  of  the  Calvary  Encampment  to  Faneuil  Hall,  where 
tables  were  spread  for  about  seven  hundred  guests,  being  all  that  the 
Hall  would  comfortably  accommodate. 

The  Hall  was  beautifully  decorated  with  the  National  flags,  which 
also  enclosed  various  Masonic  emblems.  Tables  were  arranged  upon 
the  platform,  the  floor  of  the  Hall,  and  in  the  galleries,  and  were  load- 
ed with  choice  and  tempting  viands.  The  instrumental  music,  which 
was  of  a  very  superior  character,  was  furnished  by  the  *'  American 
Brass  Band,"  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  which  occupied  a  position  in  the 
gallery.  After  an  invocation  of  the  Divine  blessing  by  R.  W.  Rev. 
Wm.  S.  Studley,  Grand  Chaplain,  an  hour  was  passed  in  attendance 
to  the  material  part  of  the  banquet.  The  intellectual  feast  was  open- 
ed by  M.  W.  Wm.  Pabkmaw,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as 
follows  :— 

Fellow  Mason* — This  is  a  gathering  of  all  the  clans,  when  we  meet 
together  upon  a  common  platform.  Our  platform  is  sound ;  it  has  no 
rotten  plank  in  it.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  extending  that  platform 
that  we  have  met  to-day,  and  to  lay  the  Comer-Stone  of  a  building 
of  large  and  elegant  dimensions. 

When  I  looked  upon  this  gathering  I  felt  a  just  and  honest  pride 
that  no  language  will  express  to  you  at  this  moment.  I  felt  that  we 
had  met  together  for  a  high  and  noble  purpose ;  not  for  a  political 
purpose,  but  upon  the  broad  platform  of  Christian,  civil,  and  religious 
faith,  to  unite  in  doing  what  we  may  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  hu- 
manity, and  of  doing  what  we  can  to  spread  the  glorious  principles 
which  have  come  down  to  us  untarnished  from  the  days  of  Solomon, 
and  which  have  been  disseminated  through  his  disciples,  throughout 
the  length  and  breath  not  only  of  this  but  of  every  civilized  country 
in  the  world.  Wherever  civilization  and  art  is  known,  this  glorious 
Institution  has  planted  its  standard ;  there  it  has  set  up  its  altars  and 
commands  us  to  lift  up  thanks  to  God  that  we  may  be  permitted  to 
pursue  the  great  work. 

I  ask  each  o*f  you  to  stand  where  I  do  and  look  over  this  vast  as- 
semblage of  shining  faces,  shining  with  joy.  The  illustrious  workman, 
(pointing  to  the  portrait  of  General  Warren,)  was  one  of  us,  who  laid 
down  his  life  that  we  might  worship  in  this  glorious  old  hall,  redolent 
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with  the  voices  of  patriots.  We  are  met,  my  Brothers,  to  commemo- 
rate the  laying  of  this  Corner-Stone.  I  am  very  thankful  that  it  has 
been  laid.  It  is  a  great,  it  is  a  glorious  occasion,  because  this  is  one 
of  the  things  that  bring  ns  together  upon  a  common  question ;  and  we 
are  here  to-day  under  the  sanction  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  I  shall 
by  and  by  present  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  to  show  that  his  heart  is 
with  us.  We  are  here  also  under  the  sanction  of  the  City  Authorities, 
and  I  wish  to  present  to  you  a  letter  drawn  up  by  one  who  is  a  descend- 
ant of  Paul  Revere. 

Without  tiring  you  further,  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  General  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  and  in  behalf  of  Masonry  of  the  whole 
world,  I  bid  you  here  a  hearty  welcome. 

Brethren,  I  do  not  propose  to  detain  you  much  longer ;  I  merely 
propose  to  say  a  word  about  the  weather.  I  was  a  little  disappointed 
this  morning ;  but  upon  reflection,  I  made  up  my  mind  that  inasmuch 
as  Massachusetts  was  a  hard  and  sterile  State ;  inasmuch  as  everything 
was  done  by  water-power,  the  clerk  of  the  weather  had  concluded  that 
we  wanted  some  water  to  carry  on  the  celebration. 

We  have  been  highly  favored,  Brethren,  by  your  presence.  I  thank 
you  most  kindly  and  cordially,  in  behalf  of  the  Brethren  whom  I  re- 
present. I  shall  close  by  a  sentiment  to  which  I  trust  every  Brother 
in  this  hall  will  heartily  respond. 

The  Grand  Master  then  announced  as  the  first  regular  sentiment — 
"  Ths  Pruridtnt  of  the  Unittd  Statu.1' 

At  the  announcement  of  this  toast  the  audience  rose  in  a  body,  and 
the  wildest  applause  broke  forth,  while  the  gas  lights,  which  until  then 
had  been  burning  dimly,  were  let  on  with  full  brilliancy,  producing  a 
striking  effect.  The  American  Brass  Band  played  the  "  Star  Spangled 
Banner." 

R.  W.  Brother  Charles  L.  Woodbury  was  called  upon  to  re- 
spond to  the  sentiment  in  honor  of  the  President. 

Masons  of  Massachusetts — As  has  been  amply  stated  by  our  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master,— Masons  know  no  politics.  It  is  the  pe- 
culiar basis  of  our  Institution,  that  no  matter  what  the  nationality  of  a 
Brother  in  distress,  no  matter  what  his  political  creed,  no  matter  what 
may  be  his  antecedents,  the  instant  he  comes  within  the  pale  of  Ma- 
sonic relief,  he  receives  that  relief  with  an  open  heart  and  an  open 
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hand.  Masonry  throughout  the  world,  no  matter  what  language,  what 
nationality,  teaches  one  duty  to  its  members,  and  that  is  to  obey  the 
laws  and  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Country. 

We,  the  Masons  of  Massachusetts,  recognize  but  one  plain  duty  in 
political  life  before  us,  and  I  quote  the  language  of  an  eminent  de- 
ceased Mason,  and  that  is,  44  to  follow  the  flag,  and  keep  step  to  the 
music  of  the  Union." 

Gentlemen,  it  is  an  ancient  custom  at  Masonic  banquets,  to  toast  the 
President  of  the  United  States ;  a  custom  derived,  not  simply  because 
very  many  of  those  distinguished  dignitaries  of  the  United  States, 
have  also  been  Brother  Masons  with  us,  but  from  the  great  respect 
which  the  Masons  bear  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  to  him  who  is  sworn 
to  execute  and  defend  them.  It  is  a  mark  of  profound  respect,  not 
alone  to  the  office,  but  also  to  the  officer,  which  induces  us  on  all 
State  occasions,  like  this,  to  propose  this  formal  toast.  We  can,  in- 
deed, as  Masons,  never  forget  that  the  first  man  who  took  the  oath  as 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States  that  he  would  faithfully  perform 
the  duties  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  would 
protect  and  defend  and  preserve  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
was  himself  a  Brother  Mason  among  us.  Not  only  was  he  the  first  of  our 
Presidents,  but  we  all,  I  think,  with  one  accord,  regard  him  chiefest, 
first  among  Masons  and  among  Presidents,  and  among  mankind.  I 
need  not  say,  for  the  benefit  of  the  reporters,  that  I  allude  to  George 
Washington. 

It  is  among  the  most  estimable  jewels  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  they  treasure  a  lock  of  George  Washington's  hair, 
presented  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  his  decease,  by  his  lamented  wife. 
I  rejoice  to  say  that  it  escaped  the  conflagration,  which  destroyed  so 
many  of  the  treasured  relics  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  it  is  yet 
preserved  in  the  hands  of  our  present  worthy  Grand  Master,  to  be 
looked  up  to  with  reverence,  and  to  excite  them  to  deeds  of  patriotism 
and  noble  duty. 

Seventy-five  years  ago,  when  George  Washington  took  that  oath, 
the  office  of  President  was  an  untried  experiment.  Men  who  regard- 
ed the  history  and  conservatism  of  the  past,  feared  to  trust  the  people 
with  a  free  election ;  they  feared,  too,  that  the  tenure  of  office,  of  four 
years,  was  too  short,  and  that  the  whole  scheme  of  the  people  for  self- 
government  was  little  short  of  madness.  They  referred  to  European 
and  Oriental  examples,  and  to  the  dynastic  reign  of  kings,  with  their 
policy  of  centuries  as  exhibited  in  the  States  and  courts  of  these  na- 
tionalities. 


49 


Seventy-fire  yean  have  passed  away,  and  by  the  rotation  of  politics, 
we  have  as  long  a  line  of  Presidents  as  most  of  the  dynasties  can 
show  of  kings ;  and  now,  to-day,  before  yon,  gentlemen,  a  portion  of 
the  great  Masonic  Body  of  the  whole  world,  I  submit  to  you  that  the 
comparison  of  our  Presidents  with  any  dynasty  of  kings  that  has  ever 
existed  since  the  world  began,  with  the  governors  of  any  nation  that 
has  ever  existed,  is  infinitely  in  favor  of  the  popular  choice — the  Pres- 
idents of  the  United  States. 

Regard  them  for  one  moment  with  a  philosophic  eye,  and  where  can 
you  find  such  dignity,  such  ability,  such  simplicity  of  manner,  such 
personal  grandeur,  as  you  find  in  the  illustrious  long  line  of  men  who 
have  filled  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States !  Although 
there  are  kings,  kaisers  and  emperors,  surrounded  by  courts  and  en- 
circled by  a  hereditary  peerage,  and  all  the  pomp  and  circumstances 
which  the  wealth  of  the  nation  can  lay  before  them,  our  Presidents 
live  upon  salaries  so  small  that  many  a  private  gentleman  in  the  land 
has  the  power  to  exceed  them  in  his  annual  expenditure ;  yet  the  re- 
sult of  this  experiment  is  already  in  favor  of  the  capacity  of  a  free 
people.  Gentlemen  we  have  toasted  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  office,  and  we  have  borne  our  tribute  to  his  personal  character  and 
private  virtues. 

Under  the  Corner-Stone  we  have  laid  to-day,  we  have  recorded  that 
this  great  and  good  work  was  begun  during  the  Presidency  of  Mr. 
Lincoln,  our  present  Chief  Magistrate.  What  more  can  we  say  for 
him  who  is  first  among  us  P  We  can  simply  turn  towards  Heaven, 
and  in  the  language  with  which  the  first  Chief  Grand  Master  of  the 
Masons  in  the  world,  King  Solomon,  addressed  his  God ;  we  all  can 
turn  and  pray  that  God  may  endow  and  bless  him  with  an  understand- 
ing heart  in  order  that  these  States  may  be  brought  back  to  peace, 
prosperity  and  union. 

The  second  toast  was— 

"  The  Commonwealth  of  AfaMocAiiJrtte— Untiring  in  the  cause  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty." 

The  following  letter  from  His  Excellency  Governor  Andrew  was 
here  read: — 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  ) 
Executive  Department,  Oct.  14,  1864.  $ 
To  William  Pabkman,  Esq.,  Grand  Master,  Ifc. 

Sib— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  your  invitation 
to  attend  the  ceremonies  of  Laying  the  Corner-Stone  of  the  new 
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Masonic  Temple  to-day,  and  to  assure  yon  that  but  for  the  necessity 
imposed  on  me  by  duties,  which  will  confine  me  to  the  State  House 
during  the  morning,  including  a  special  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Council,  it  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to  witness  proceedings 
of  so  much  interest.  I  trust  that  the  work  you  begin  to-day  will  meet 
no  interruption,  until  it  shall  be  presented  to  the  eye  of  taste  a  monu- 
ment of  becoming  beauty,  and  to  the  eye  of  use  a  commodious  edi- 
fice befitting  the  purpose  of  its  inauguration. 
With  respectful  good  wishes,  I  am, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Andrew. 

The  Grand  Master  called  upon  Bro.  Hon.  John  A.  Goodwin,  of 
Lowell,  late  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  respond  to 
this  sentiment,  and  who  thus-  spoke — 

M.  W.  Grand  Muter  and  Brother* : — A  third  of  a  century  ago,  at 
the  laying  of  the  Corner-Stone  of  our  former  Temple,  he  would  have 
been  a  bold  man  who  had  stood  forth  to  claim  any  sympathy  for  Ma- 
sonry from  the  public  opinion  of  Massachusetts.  But  history,  thank 
God,  sets  all  things  right.  To-day  our  then  traduced  and  persecuted 
Institution,  lacks  not  the  approval  of  our  Governors  and  other  intelli- 
gent men.  It  was  many  centuries  ago  that  the  prophets  were  stoned 
by  one  generation,  and  their  monuments  built  by  the  next  generation, 
but  there  has  been  many  a  parallel  since.  Nor  is  this  tardy  but  am- 
ple justice  rendered  in  Massachusetts  alone.  It  reached  from  the 
Lake  shore  to  the  Gulf.  Ay !  from  ocean  to  ocean !  We  have  to-day 
inarched  side  by  side  with  Brethren  from  various  parts  of  the  Republic, 
escorted  by  a  gallant  body  of  Brethren  from  the  State  of  Roger  Will- 
iams, a  Commonwealth,  which  though  of  the  smallest  territory,  is  glo- 
riously great  and  expansive  in  heart. 

It  is  a  fitting  termination  to  the  exercises  of  the  day  that  we  have 
brought  our  Brethren  within  these  hallowed  walls .  Well,  is  it,  after  the 
hour  of  necessary  refreshment,  to  hold  the  "  feast  of  reason  and  the 
flow  of  soul11  here,  where  the  patriotic  notes  of  the  revolutionary  fathers 
seem  still  to  echo— where  from  yonder  pictured  canvas  look  down  on 
us  the  placid  features  of  our  early  Grand  Master,  who  vindicated  his 
principles  with  the  blood  of  his  young  heart,  on  that  neighboring 
height  where  the  commemorative  Monument,'  founded  by  this  Grand 
Lodge,  uplifts  its  head  in  the  might  of  simplicity,  alike  a  beacon  to 
the  ocean-tossed  pilgrim  and  the  earliest  shrine  he  visits  when  landed 
on  our  free  shores.  And  as  our  eyes  turn  to  the  left  of  Warren,  with 
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what  feelings— ever  strengthening  as  we  grow  older— do  we  meet  the 
majestic  and  benignant  gaze  of  our  most  illustrious  Brother,  he  who 
IMS  44  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,"  and  still  t*  44  first  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen !"  Without  this  place  and  this  presence,  our  ceremo- 
nies would  have  been  indeed  incomplete. 

This  day  is  truly  auspicious.  What  though  the  clouds  hare  all  the 
morning  dropped  their  rain.  The  sunshine  of  Masonry,  superior  to 
the  elements,  has  made  all  things  fair  and  genial ;  and  despite  the 
darkened  sky,  has  irradiated  every  heart.  May  the  work  so  well  begun , 
be  prospered  and  blessed.  May  our  new  Temple,  rising  Phoenix-like 
from  the  ashes,  built  with  an  increased  skill  and  perfected  science,  long 
rear  its  battlements  and  towers,  in  defiance  of  storm,  and  violence 
and  conflagration.  May  it  continue  to  be  the  birth-place  of  Friend- 
ship, the  home  of  Brotherly  Love,  and  the  Mecca  of  Massachusetts 
Masonry,  centuries  after  we,  and  our  children,  and  our  children's  chil- 
dren, shall  have  travelled  around  the  square  of  time  and  entered  the 
boundless  circle  of  eternity.  So  long  as  the  pure  Masonic  fire  shall 
be  kept  bright  on  its  altars,  shall  our  Order  find  in  this  free  and  an- 
cient Commonwealth  a  congenial  dwelling-place.  If  public  opinion  is 
sometimes  harsh,  fear  not !  If  MaVmry  is  true  to  itself,  and  to  that 
civil  and  religious  liberty  mentioned  in  your  sentiment,  the  **  sober, 
second-thought"  of  the  Old  Bay  State  will  rejudge  with  justice  and 
repay  with  more  than  magnanimity.  Permit  me  to  close  with  this 
sentiment : — 

"  The  Commonwealth  of  Maitachueetle — Quick  in  her  impulses  and  hasty 
in  her  judgments,  but  in  her  deliberate  conclusions  always  right" 

The  next  regular  toast  was  as  follows : — 

"  The  City  of  Boston — Characterized  by  free  schools,  free  speech  and 
universal  education."  • 

The  following  letter  from  the  Mayor  of  the  City  was  here  read 

Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall*  } 
Boston,  QcL  14, 1864.  $ 

William  Parkman,  Esq.,  Grand  Master — 

Dear  Sir-^-I  am  much  obliged  for  your  kino!  invitation  to  partici- 
pate in  the  Masonic  Banquet  this  afternoon  at  Faneuil  Hall.  Tour 
note  did  not  reach  me  until  last  evening,  and  I  had  previously  made 
other  arrangements  for  my  time. 

It  would  have  afforded  me  much  pleasure  to  be  present  to  meet  so 
many  personal  friends,  and  so  large  a  body  of  the  most  respectable 
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citizens  of  oar  Commonwealth.  I  congratulate  yon  on  the  prosperity 
of  your  honorable  Fraternity,  and  desire  to  express  an  interest  in  the 
erection  of  your  new  Building,  which  will  form  another  architectural 
triumph  for  the  embellishment  of  our  good  city. 

Trusting  that  your  festival  may  promote  the  harmony  of  the  Order, 
and  that  its  social  enjoyment  will  exceed  the  -  most  sanguine  anticipa- 
tions of  the  Brothers  of  the  Fraternity,  whose  privilege  it  will  be  to 
participate  in  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  truly  yours,  &c,  F.  W.  Lincoln,  Jr. 

Hon.  George  S,  Hale,  President  of  the  Common  Council  of  Bos- 
ton, responded  in  behalf  of  the  City,  saying  that  it  gave  him  pleasure 
to  act  as  the  spokesman  of  the  "  hub"  among  so  many  good  fellows 
(felloes.)  Not  being  a  Mason,  although  he  could  not  speak  on  the 
"  square,"  he  would  endeavor  to  be  within  the  "  compass. "  Mr. 
Hale  spoke  in  a  complimentary  manner  of  the  Procession,  and  of  the 
Members  of  the  Order  whom  he  knew,  and  gave  as  a  sentiment — 

"  The  Masonic  tie  of  Charity,  of  kindness  and  generosity,  which  binds 
together  Masons  whether  in  or  out  of  the  Order  throughout  the  world." 

Three  cheers  for  the  City  of  Boston  were  here  called  for  by  Bro. 
Benjamin  Dean,  and  given  with  great  vigor. 
The  fourth  sentiment  was — 

The  General  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States — Founded  on  the 
Christian  religion,  and  teaching  unbounded  hospitality,  it  is  endowed  with 
the  love  of  every  knightly  heart." 

Hon.  B.  B.  French,  M.  E.  Grand  Master  of  Templars  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  responded  to  this  sentiment — 

Were  it  not  that  I  know  I  am  addressing  an  assemblage  of  Free- 
masons, I  should  begin  to  think  I  was  addressing  A  meeting  of  "  the 
Sons  of  New  Hampshire for  my  honored  friend  and  Brother,  Wood- 
bury, who  responded  to  the  first  sentiment,  and  my  friend  Hale,  who 
responded  to  another,  are  both  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  and  I  have 
the  honor  to  claim  that  State  as  the  place  of  my  birth.  I  am  proud 
of  my  birth-place,  and  I  always  glory  in  the  assertion  that  I  am  a  New 
England  Yankee.   It  is  a  birth-right  that  I  shall  never  sell ! 

This,  Most  Worshipful  Sir,  and  respected  Brethren,  is  a  proud  day 
for  the  Freemasonry  of  Massachusetts — for  the  Freemasonry  of  Rhode 
Island,  who  have  largely  joined  in  your  celebration,— for  the  Freema- 
sonry of  Boston.  You  ought  all  to  be  proud  of  it.  I,  indeed,  am 
very  proud  of  being  so  fortunate  as  to  make  one  of  your  number.  I 
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have  seen  many  processions  in  my  day,  but  never  one  like  the  one  of 
to-day.  When  I  heard  of  the  destruction  of  your  Masonic  Temple 
by  fire,  I  regarded  it  as  a  great  calamity ;  I  have  this  day  changed  my 
mind,  and  have  come  almost  to  regard  it  as  a  fortunate  event— inas- 
much as  it  has  been  the  means  of  calling  forth  the  tens  of  thousands 
who  filled  the  streets  of  your  city  to-day,  and  exhibited  to  the  world 
such  a  gathering  of  Freemasons  as  it  never  saw  before.  It  reminds 
me  of  the  description  of  the  laying  of  the  foundation  of  the  second 
Temple  by  the  Israelites  of  old— of  which  the  sacred  historian  says, 
But  many  of  the  priests  and  scribes  and  chiefs  of  the  fathers,  who 
were  ancient  men,  that  had  seen  the  first  Ijouse,  when  the  foundation 
of  this  house  was  laid  before  their  eyes,  wept  with  a  loud  voice :  and 
many  shouted  aloud  for  joy."  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  there  were  hun- 
dreds, perhaps  thousands  among  the  multitude,  who  this  day  saw  the 
Corner-Stone  of  your  second  Temple  laid,  who  experienced  feelings 
kindred  to  the  feelings  of  those  "  ancient  men,11  although  they  may 
not  have  given  to  them  the  same  outward  demonstration. 

I  believe,  said  Bro.  French,  that  the  Masons  of  the  United  States 
look  towards  Boston  as  a  sort  of  Mecca  of  the  Order.  It  was  the 
place,  most  assuredly,  where  Freemasonry  began  to  flourish  on  this 
Continent ;  and  when  we  go  back  to  the  days  of  Grand  Master  Henry 
Price,  and  Grand  Master  Joseph  Warren,  and  follow  down  the  long 
line  of  worthies  who  have  so  honorably  presided  over  the  Craft,  to  my 
Most  Worshipful  friend  and  Brother,  who  now  presides  here  with  so 
much  honor  to  Freemasonry  and  to  himself,  we  may  well  turn  to  Bos- 
ton and  to  Massachusetts  for  instruction  and  example.  One  of  the 
best,  and  most  popular  poets  of  Boston,  has  said,  somewhat  ironically, 
that  "  Boston  is  the  hub  of  the  Universe. "  I  think  I  can  say,  in  all 
truth,  that  Boston  is  the  hub  of  Freemasonry  in  the  United  States, 
for  from  it,  as  a  common  centre,  the  great  principles  of  Brotherly 
Love,  Relief  and  Truth,  that  characterize  our  Order,  and  that  Charity 
without  which  we  are  indeed  nothing,  have  radiated  and  are  still  ra- 
diating to  the  furthermost  bounds  of  the  Union. 

Bro.  French  then  went  on  to  say,  that  he  was  present  as  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Templars  of  the  United  States,  that  Templar  Masonry 
was  just  at  this  time  his  speciality.  He  spoke  of  the  adoption  of  a 
new  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  at 
Hartford,  in  1856,  and  remarked  that  it  had  been  the  cause  of  some 
misunderstanding  between  the  Grand  Encampment  and  some  of  the 
State  Grand  Bodies,  but  he  was  rejoiced  upon  being  publicly  assured 
this  day  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massa- 
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chusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  Sir  William  S.  Gardner,  that  the  Templars 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  were  loyal  to  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  the  United  States.  They  had  certainly  shown  their  loyalty  to- 
day by  their  kind  and  courteous  reception  of,  and  attention  to,  nim 
(Sir  Knight  French.) 

The  speaker  then  alluded  to  the  visit  of  De  Molay  Encampment 
and  St.  John's  Encampment  to  Richmond  a  few  years  ago,  and  com- 
plimented his  friend  and  M.  W.  Brother  who  now  presided,  (Sir  Ent. 
Parkman,)  on  the  happy  manner  in  which  he  commanded  and  presi- 
ded over  that  fraternal  and  Knightly  expedition,  and  wondered  whether 
they  could  renew  that  expedition  to  Richmond  now,  and  meet  with  a 
like  reception ! 

After  a  few  remarks  on  the  present  prosperity  of  the  Order  of  Free- 
masons, and  the  expression  of  his  hope  that  the  new  Temple  might  be 
completed  without  accident,  and  ever  remain  as  the  Grand  Asylum  of 
the  Craft  in  Massachusetts,  Brother  French  concluded  with  the  senti- 
ment— 

"  Tkt  Union  of  Frtematonry — A  Union  that  never  can  be  broken." 

As  soon  as  Rro.  French  had  concluded,  M.  W.  Gr.  Master  Park- 
.  man  rose  and  said,  that  the  allusion  of  Bro.  French  to  the  visit  at 
Richmond  a  few  years  ago,  brought  to  his  mind  occurrences,  since  the 
unhappy  war  commenced,  growing  out  of  that  visit,  which  he  would 
briefly  allude  to.  He  then  stated  instances  where,  through  the  fra- 
ternal acquaintances  he  had  at  that  time  formed  in  Richmond,  he  had 
succeeded  in  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  our  prisoners  there,  and  had 
even  been  instrumental  in  causing  some  of  them  to  be  restored  to 
their  friends. 

Bro.  French  begged  to  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  more  suggest- 
ed by  Bro.  Parkman's  remarks.  He  said  that  his  position  was  such 
that  he  perhaps  witnessed  more  of  the  benefits  of  Freemasonry,  as 
connected  with  this  war,  than  any  Brother  present.  He  then  gave 
several  instances  of  Brotherly  kindness  and  courtesy  that  had  fallen 
beneath  his  own  notice,  between  the  belligerents,  and  alluded  partic- 
ularly to  the  case  of  Bro.  Bradford,  son  of  our  M.  W.  Bro.  Freeman 
Bradford,  of  Portland,  Maine,  who  was  desperately  wounded  at  the 
night  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  and  was  taken  to  Charleston,  and  to  the 
house  of  our  worthy  and  respected  Brother,  Doctor  A.  G.  Mackey, 
where  he  had  all  possible  care  and  attention  until  he  died.  And  still 
there  are  those,  said  Bro.  French,  who  assert  that  Freemasonry  has 
had  its  day,  and  has  ceased  to  be  useful !   Freemasonry  ceased  to  be 
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useful !  As  well  might  it  be  said  that  the  sun  in  the  heavens  had  ceas- 
ed to  shine — that  philanthropy  among  men  had  ceased  to  exist.  No, 
Most  Worshipful  Sir,  and  Brethren,  Freemasonry  is  in  the  very  me- 
ridian of  its  glory  and  its  usefulness,  and  it  shall  last  as  long  as  the 
world  shall  stand. 

The  next  toast  was —  » 

'*  Tht  Orator  of  the  Day— The  Theme  and  the  Speakerwell  met.  The 
treatment  of  his  subject  is  all  that  could  be  desired  by  the  Fraternity,  and 
all  the  ambition  of  the  speaker  could  have  hoped.  Both  speaker  and  sub- 
ject have  new  claims  upon  our  regard." 

The  toast  was  suitably  responded  to  by  Rro.  Hall. 

The  next  toast  was — 

"  Our  Foreign  Relation** — Successive  links  of  that  golden  chain  which 
unites  our  Fraternity  the  world  over.1' 

Replied  to  by  the  R.  W.  Br.  R.  T.  Clinch,  Dep  Grand  Master  for 
New  Brunswick,  who  was  present  as  the  Guest  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master — This  is  an  unexpected  honor ;  I  had  not  the 
remotest  idea  that  I  would  be  called  upon  to-day,  in  this  time-honored 
and  venerated  place,  and  before  this  large  and  respectable  assemblage 
of  the  Fraternity,  to  respond  to  the  truly  Masonic  sentiment  which 
has  just  been  proposed.  I  confess  therefore  my  inability  to  do  justice 
to  the  subject,  and  have  deeply  to  regret  that  there  is  not  present  some 
worthy  Mason  from  New  Brunswick,  who,  by  his  eloquence  and  abil- 
ity, would  leave  with  you  a  better  impression  concerning  the  Craft  in* 
our  Province,  than  I  can  possibly  hope  to  do. 

The  most  pleasing  and  fraternal  relations  have  ever  existed  between 
the  Masons  of  Massachusetts  and  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick.  • 
Many,  very  many  years  ago ;  probably  before  the  majority  of  us  here 
to-day  saw  the  light,  the  Royal  Arch  Companions  in  our  Province, 
sought  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  for  instruction  and  counsel ; 
and  recently  our  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  applied  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  this  State  for  a  competent  Brother  to  visit  and  instruct  us.  The 
ready  and  cheerful  compliance  with  which  our  request  was  granted, 
will,  I  assure  you,  never  be  forgotten  by  the  Masons  in  our  Province, 
whilst  the  beneficial  results  of  that  visit  and  its  salutary  influence  upon 
our  Lodges  will  be  as  enduring  as  the  Institution  itself.  It  is  no  won- 
der, then,  that  we  turn  to  Massachusetts  as  our  Masonic  Alma  Mattr. 
Next  to  our  own  Grand  Lodge  we  reverence  her.  Its  Masonic  spirit, 
its  conservatism,  its  firm  adherence  to  the  principles  we  all  profess,  in 
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her  darkest  hours  of  our  history  on  this  Continent,  excite  our  warm- 
est admiration.  We  claim  with  you  a  participation  in  those  feelings 
of  reverence  and  love  you  maintain  for  that  noble  roll  of  illustrious 
Craftsmen, — beginning  with  the  gallant  Warren  and  coming  down  to* 
but  not  ending  with,  your  venerated  and  venerable  Lewis, — which  has 
made  the  Grand  Lodge  ^of  Massachusetts  a  shining  light  in  the  Ma- 
sonic world.  Your  authorities  are  our  authorities ;  yt>ur  decisions 
are  quoted  by  us  and  never  questioned ;  the  name  of  your  able  Grand 
Secretary,  Brother  Charles  W.  Moore — whose  name  as  a  Masonic  ju- 
rist is  as  wide  spread  as  the  Fraternity — is  with  us  as  a  household 
word  upon  all  the  topics  which  he  has  elucidated  by  his  learning.  Be- 
sides all  this,  between  individual  Brethren  of  the  two  Jurisdictions 
there  is  a  continual  recurrence  of  acts  of  kindness  ancl  love.  I  must 
urge  these  as  reasons  why  1  cannot  do  justice  to  the  sentiment  to  which 
I  have  been  called  upon  to  respond,  and  which  was  so  warmly  receiv- 
ed; in  view  of  all  that  I  have  said,  thinking  of  the  courtesies  that 
have  been  extended  to  me  since  I  have  been  in  this  city,  impressed 
with  the  spirit  of  this  day's  proceedings,  and  surrounded  by  the  in- 
fluences of  the  time  and  the  occasion,  I  can  scarcely  feel  that  1  am  a 
4  4  Foreign  Relation." 

Allow  me,  before  sitting  down,  to  express  my  regret  at  the  loss  you 
have  sustained  in  the  destruction  of  your  noble  Hall,  and  particularly 
in  losing  those  cherished  mementoes  of  the  past,  to  which  were  attach- 
ed some  Masonic  or  historic  interest  of  more  than  ordinary  import- 
ance. These  can  never  be  replaced,  but  I  mistake  the  spirit  of  the 
Masons  of  Massachusetts,  I  mistake  the  meaning  of  the  large  gather- 
ing at  this  day's  ceremonial,  if  your  second  Temple  does  not  prove 
to  be  a  far  more  noble  monument  off  your  taste  and  liberality,  than 
the  one — magnificent  as  it  was — which  it  is  intended  to  replace. 

The  next  sentiment  was — 

"  THm  Grand  Encampment  of  MaMiachutttU  and  Rhodt  Idana\" 

This  was  responded  to  by  M.  £.  William  S.  Gardner,  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  as  follows : — 

M.  W.  Grand  Master— It  affords  me  great  pleasure  at  this  time  to 
respond  to  the  sentiment  congratulatory  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  inasmuch  as  its  history  is  interwoven 
with  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge  over  which  you  preside,  and  I 
might  also  add,  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  Of  the  dis- 
tinguished Knights  who  have  commanded  this  Grand  Encampment, 
Raymond,  Robinson  and  Lewis,  have  also  sat  in  the  Oriental  chair, 
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occupied  by  yon,  while  Foirle,  Loring,  Dame,  Hews,  Flint,  Moore, 
Ham  matt,  Baker,  Bradford  and  Harwood,  are  names  identified  with 
Masonry  in  Massachusetts,  some  of  whom  can  never  be  forgotten  in 
the  history  of  your  Grand  Lodge. 

But  it  has  been  on  occasions  of  this  kind,  that  the  services  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  have  been  required  to  assist  you  in  performing 
your  duties.  In  1825,  when  the  Corner-Stone  of  the  Monument  was 
laid  on  Bunker  Hill,  in  presence  of  the  illustrious  Bro.  the  Marquis 
De  La  Fayette,  by  your  predecessor,  the  M.  W.  John  Abbot,  long, 
since  departed  this  life,  this  Grand  Encampment,  under  the  command 
of  M.  E.  Sir  Henry  Fowle,  its  G.  Master,  and  also  then  Deputy  Gen. 
Grand  Master  of  Templars  in  the  United  States,  occupied  a  promi- 
nent position  with  you.  The  records  of  your  Grand  Lodge  are  so 
particular  as  to  state  among  other  things  not  less  worthy  to  be  record- 
ed, that 44  the  Templars  were  in  full  dress,  and  displayed  the  banners 
of  Knights  Templars  and  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross.  Six  Knights, 
with  lances,  preceded,  bearing  on  the  points  of  their  lances  white  pen- 
nants, on  which  were  painted  the  names  of  the  six  New  England  States. 
A  front  and  rear  guard,  and  also  the  guards  of  the  banners,  were 
armed  with  lances.91 

Again,  in  1843,  when  the  Monument,  which  we  see  from  this  Cradle 
of  Liberty,  was  completed,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts 
was  present  to  pronounce  the  work  44  well  done"  and  to  declare  that 
the  Craftsmen  had  done  their  duty,  this  Grand  Encampment  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island  escorted  you  to  the  Hill.  And  finally, 
in  1854,  when  the  model  of  the  original  Monument,  erected  by  King 
Solomon's  Lodge  of  Charlestown,  cut  in  enduring  marble,  was  de- 
posited within  the  granite  oblisk,  these  two  Grand  Bodies  there  stood 
side  by  side.  And  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  1830,  the  Brethren  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  44  whom  persecution  could  not 
prostrate,  whom  the  withering  glances  of  scorn  could  not  terrify,  and 
by  whose  steady  bearing  and  steadfast  eye  the  prowling  wolf  of  mal- 
ice was  driven  back  to  his  lair,"  were  guarded  and  protected  by  the 
trusty  swords  of  the  faithful  Knights  of  this  Grand  Encampment, 
while  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  laid  the  Corner-Stone  of  that  old 
Temple,  with  the  sword  in  one  hand  and  the  trowel  in  the  other. 

In  those  days  of  persecution  and  trial,  the  world-renowned  44  De- 
claration of  the  Freemasons  of  Boston  and  vicinity,  presented  to  the 
public  Decembe  r  31st,  1831,"  written  by  that  able,  accomplished 
and  fearless  Knight,  who  has  since  presided  oyer  our  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, Sir  Charles  W.  Moore,  was  first  introduced  into  the  Boston 
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Encampment,  where  the  subject  of  a  protest  was  under  consideration, 
your  own  Grand  Lodge  being  "  divided  as  to  the  propriety  of  going 
before  the  public  to  meet  charges  made  by  antimasons,"  for  thus  the 
record  of  your  Grand  Lodge  reads.  And  1  can  say  with  truth,  and 
there  are  those  here  who  will  sustain  me,  that  through  the  unsparing 
labors  and  self-denying  efforts  of  the  Knights  of  this  Jurisdiction, 
especially  of  Boston  Encampment,  among  whom  stood  the  author  of 
that  Declaration,  "  the  first  among  his  equals,11  the  tide  of  persecu- 
tion was  turned,  and  your  Grand  Lodge  preserved  in  undiminished 
strength. 

On  all  occasions  of  public  character,  when  your  Grand  Lodge  has 
been  called  upon  to  perform  official  duties,  this  Grand  Encampment 
has  been  ready  to  assist  you,  in  sunshine  and  in  storm.  And  to  day, 
M.  W.  Sir,  at  your  invitation,  we  have  come  up  with  strength  and 
might  to  sustain  you  in  your  new  labors,  and  to  encourage  you  by  our 
presence.  In  pleasing  contrast  with  the  scene  thirty-four  years  ago 
this  day,  our  trusty  swords  now  rest  peaceably  in  their  scabbards. 
The  sound  of  the  gavel  is  heard  again  in  the  once  deserted  Halls,  in 
newly  erected  edifices,  and  in  laying  the  Corner-Stone  of  a  more  en- 
during and  beautiful  Temple,  while  Brother,  Companion  and  Knight, 
are  working  together  in  peace  and  tranquility. 

But  let  me  assure  you  that  no  rust  is  consuming  our.  mystic  blades ; 
that  if  necessary,  they  will  again  gleam  in  the  light  with  untarnished 
lustre ;  that  they  are  ever  ready  at  your  call,  to  assist,  protect  and 
defend  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

The  seventh  regular  toast  was— 

"  Masonic  Fraternity— A  synonym  for  Universal  Good  Will  and  True 
Benevolence." 

Replied  to  by  R.  W.  Benj.  Dean,  J.  G.  Warden. 

When  our  Grand  Master  a  few  moments  ago  requested  me  to  re- 
spond to  the  sentiment  he  has  just  read,  my  mind  not  only  glanced  at 
the  universal  good  will  and  true  benevolence  of  our  Institution,  more 
universal  and  true  than  that  of  any  other  organization  among  men, 
but  it  also  found  itself  revelling  in  the  universality  of  the  Institution 
itself. 

Like  Jacob's  seed,  it  has  spread  itself  abroad  to  the  North,  to  the 
South,  to  the  East  and  to  the  West,  and  in  it  and  its  seed  all  the  fam- 
ilies of  the  earth  are  blessed.  And  wherever  it  may  be,  whether  at 
the  icy  pole,  or  beneath  the  tropical  sun  of  India,  its  good  will  and 
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benevolence  preserve  the  same  genial  warmth,  dispense  the  same 
hallowed  blessings. 

When  some  of  his  companions  were  sent  by  our  lamented  Brother, 
Dr.  Kane,  to  make  preparations  to  find  the  Northern  open  Sea,  they 
found  themselves  too  exhausted  to  return  to  the  ship.  They  pitched 
their  tent,  and  could  advance  no  farther.  All  around,  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  was  an  unboundnd  sea  of  ice.  Above  them  was  the 
cold  canopy  of  stars.  They  could  move  no  longer.  They  laid  them- 
selves down,  but  not  to  die.  Being  absent  too  long,  Brother  Kane 
started  to  find  them.  In  the  distance  he  discovers  the  little  Masonic 
flag  floating  over  the  tent.  He  approaches,  opens  the  tent,  and  hears 
the  first  voice  saying—"  We  knew  you'd  come."  And  as  he  spoke 
those  words,  the  little  Masonic  flag  over  the  tent  was  silently  pro- 
claiming why  they  "knew  he'd  come.'1 

I  too  was  in  Richmond  on  the  occasion  heretofore  alluded  to,  when 
the  Knights  Templars  of  Boston  and  Providence — so  many  of  whom 
are  here  to-night — visited  the  Richmond  Commandery.  What  an  out- 
pouring of  good  will  was  there !  I  can  never  forget  the  time  when 
all  the  Knights  of  the  three  cities  involuntarily  bursting  for  a  season 
the  bands  of  discipline,  arm  in  arm,  while  the  Band  of  Brother  Green, 
which  has  discoursed  such  excellent  music  during  this  Banquet,  and 
Brother  Gilmore's  Band,  and  the  Richmond  Band,  with  one  accord, 
and  all  together,  and  filling  the  street  from  side  to  side,  played  to- 
gether the  same  tune — marched  down  that  broad  street  in  Richmond, 
"  our  steps  keeping  time  to  the  music  of  the  Union." 

May  God  grant  the  speedy  return  of  the  time  when  universal  good 
will  and  true  benevolence  will  exist  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  our  land ;  when  the  Knights  Templars  from  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island  may  again,  in  company  with  the  Richmond  Sir  Knights, 
keep  step  to  the  music  of  the  Union,  played  by  their  congregated 
bands  as  on  that  happy  day. 

God  grant  that  the  time  will  soon  come  when  Masonry  may  exert 
its  true  mission  of  healing  wounds  and  assuaging  passions ;  when  with 
its  silver  trowel  it  may  so  Spread  the  salve  of  universal  good  will  and 
true  benevolence  over  the  wounds  this  lamentable  civil  war  has  made, 
as  to  heal  every  wound,  and  obliterate  every  scar.  And  may  they  be 
so  effectually  obliterated  and  blotted  out  by  the  return  of  universal 
good  will  and  true  benevolence,  that  with  reference  to  its  crimes  even 
—it  may  be  said—"  the  accusing  angel,  as  he  flies  towards  Heaven's 
chancery,  blushes  as  he  gives  them  in,  and  the  recording  angel  as  he 
writes  them  down,  drops  a  tear  upon  the  words,  and  blots  them  out 
forever.1' 
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The  next  toast  was— 
"  The  Clergy.'* 

Responded  to  by  R.  W.  Rev.  William  S.  Stttdley^  Junior  Grand 
Chaplain.  After  some  playful  introductory  remarks,  he  spoke  of  the 
American  Clergy,  and  especially  the  clergy  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
England,  as  a  body  of  men  whose  teachings  were  always  profitable  to 
consider,  and  whose  example  was  always  safe  to  follow, 

The  next  toast  was  complimentary  to  the  Grand  R.  A.  Chapter  of 
Massachusetts,  which  was  responded  to  by  M.  E.  Companion  Solon 
ThoentoN,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  next  sentiment— 

"  The  Dittrict  Deputy  Grand  Matters — Their  Taxied  Masonic  skill, 
their  ardent  zeal,  and  untiring  exertions,  entitle  them  to  our  warmest 
thanks." 

Bro.  Newell  A.  Thompson  was  called  on  to  respond  to  this  toast,  but 
he  having  retired,  a  call  from  the  audience  was  made  on  R.  W.  Bro. 
Wm.  D.  Coolidge,  who  spoke  as  follows : — 

Worshipful  Master — I  rise  with  very  great  pleasure  Sir,  to  respond 
to  this  sentiment,  and  to  bear  my  ready  and  willing  testimony  to  the 
great  usefulness  and  fidelity  of  those  distinguished  Brethren  whom  you 
have  so  justly  termed  the  right  arm  of  the  Grand  Master.  Five  of  my 
Masonic  years  I  past  with  them,  which  I  consider  the  happiest  portion 
of  my  Masonic  experience,  and  no  one  can  more  highly  appreciate  the 
value  of  the  services  of  this  Board  than  the  past  Grand  Masters  of 
this  Grand  Lodge.  Under  the  administration  of  my  excellent  friend 
and  Brother  here  on  my  rigfy,  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis,  the  duties  of  this 
Board  were  more  directly  defined,  and  no  honor  that  he  ever  confer- 
red upon  me  ever  conduced  so  much  to  my  individual  happiness  as 
when  I  was  permitted,  through  his  appointment,  to  associate  with 
them,  and  share  their  labors,  and  when  his  mantle,  like  that  of  Elijah, 
fell  upon  my  shoulders,  how  earnestly  did  I  pray  that  one  spark  of 
the  intelligence  of  that  head,  and  one  drop  of  the  goodness  and  Broth- 
erly kindness  of  that  heart,  could  come  with  that  mantle  to  aid  and 
guide  me  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties  which  he  had  so  ably  and  so 
satisfactorily  performed. 

Sir,  I  come  from  the  fatigues  of  the  preparation  of  this  Banquet, 
that  all  who  sit  here  should  have  something  comfortable  for  the  inner 
man,  and  I  shall  esteem  myself  most  happy  if  I  can  gather  up  one 
thought  to  add  to  that  harmony  which  has  blessed  us  from  yonder 
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gallery,  and  to  that  string  of  pearli  and  gems  which  has  fallen  from 
the  lips  of  those  Brethren  who  have  preceded  me  from  that  platform. 
1  might  speak  to  you  of  the  impression  on  my  own  mind  as  I  send  it 
back  as  on  this  day,  when  the  Corner-Stone  of  our  first  Temple  was 
laid,  and  contrast  it  with  the  scene  of  to-day ;  for  never  was  more 
marked  respect  paid  by  the  citizens  of  this  metropolis  than  we  have 
experienced  this  day.  We  have  passed  through  the  obloquy  and  pre- 
judices of  former  years  and  have  lived  them  down.  "  Truth  crushed 
to  earth  shall  rise  again, n  and  that  justice  and  charity  so  long  with- 
held from  us,  is  to-day  the  willing  tribute  of  every  heart.  God  is 
just,  and  always  in  his  own  good  time  will  vindicate  himself.  Through 
His  grace  we  have  lived  it  down. 

I  turn,  Sir,  as  to  the  magnet,  to  him  who  has  been  so  eloquently 
termed  the  first  among  us.  Our  Brother  (pointing  to  the  picture 
of  Washington)  to-day,  Sir,  and  in  this  eventful  period ;  I  turn  to  him, 
and  in  the  most  endearing  relation ;  and  I  am  reminded  of  that  beau- 
tiful sentiment  of  our  Brother,  the  late  Samuel  L.  Knapp,  who  said 
**  Heaven  left  him  childless,  that  all  the  nation  might  call  him  Father." 
Happy  for  us  all  if  we  could  feel  and  acknowledge  that  fraternal  re- 
lationship, and  thus  all  become  Brothers  again.  Allusion  has  been 
made  to  the  State  that  raises  men.  Turn  now  upon  this  picture  and 
look  upon  that  brow  where  "  every  god  did  seem  to  set  his  seal,"  and 
in  this  hour  of  our  anxiety  and  trouble,  listen  to  his  words  and  lay 
them  to  heart: — 11  One  country,  one  Constitution,  one  destiny.  Lib- 
erty and  Union,  now  and  forever,  one  and  inseparable/9  Masonry  is 
loyal.  We,  as  Masons,  would  be  loyal  to  God,  loyal  to  our  country, 
and  loyal  to  ourselves  and  our  principles. 

But,  Sir,  I  am  reminded  that  I  am  here  to  speak  for  the  Past  Grand 
Masters  and  the  Deputies.  Here-is  one  on  my  right,  the  genial  in- 
fluence of  whose  presence  I  have  felt  ever  since  I  sat  here,  and  for 
whom,  now  that  he  is  stricken  and  unable  to  address  you,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  utter  a  word.  He  who  has  so  endeared  himself  to  us 
through  a  long  life,  filled  with  the  true  spirit  of  our  Order,  who  is 
the  graduate  of  every  Masonic  degree  known  among  us,  whose  elo- 
quence has  so  often  charmed  us,  and  whose  life  is  the  embodiment  of 
his  teachings.  Now  that  his  tongue  must  be  silent,  let  me  speak  what 
I  know  would  be  the  language  of  his  heart  to-day.  In  the  midst  of  all 
our  anxieties  and  sorrows,  in  our  fears  for  our  nation  and  its  best  in- 
terests, and  all  its  most  cherished  institutions,  and  its  hopes,  let  every 
Brother  call  to  mind  the  first  word  he  uttered  in  a  Masonic  Lodge, 
and  when  all  earthly  efforts  seemed  to  fail,  look  up  and  be  strength- 
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ened,  and  still  trust  in  God— doing  our  utmost  to  become  worthy  of 
His  guidance,  believing  with  all  our  hearts,  that  as  we  become  worthy, 
we  shall  be  guided  by  a  wisdom  which  cannot  err,  and  that  we  shall 
receive  the  continuance  of  that  lore  which  is  unchangeable  and  ever- 
lasting. 

Much  as  I  venerate  the  symbols  of  our  Order,  beautiful  and  expres- 
sive as  they  are,  the  Square,  the  Level,  and  the  Plumb,  to-day,  and  in 
this  presence  give  me  the  Trowel,  and  to  you  R.  W.  Bro.  Lewis,  I 
present  it  in  figure,  and  close  with  this  sentiment — 

'*  The  Trowel  and  itt  tfret— Exemplified  in  the  life  and  character  of  our 
beloved  Past  Grand  Master,  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis. 

R.  W.  Rev.  Bro.  J.  W.  Dadmun  being  called  upon  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : — 

I  had  hoped,  for  once,  you  would  allow  me  to  sit  quietly  and  enjoy 
the  "  feast  of  reason  and  the  flow  of  soul."  But  since  you  have  called 
me  out  I  must  say,  this  is  one  of  the  happiest  days  of  my  life. 

Allusion  has  been  made,  by  the  eloquent  speakers  who  have  preced- 
ed me,  to  the  days  of  persecution,  when  those  who  laid  the  Corner- 
stone of  our  first  Temple  had  to  hold  the  sword  in  one  hand  and  the 
trowel  in  the  other.  That  was  a  fiery  ordeal,  a  time  that  tried  men's 
souls.  As  I  have  looked  over  the  history  of  those  times  I  have  been 
reminded  of  the  two  ladies,  who,  while  reading  the  scriptures,  came 
across  this  beautiful  passage  from  one  of  die  Prophets,  "  He  shall  sit 
as  a  refiner  and  purifier  of  silver.11  They  could  not  fully  comprehend 
the  import  of  the  passage.  One  of  them  suggested  that  they  go  to 
the  silver-smith  and  inquire  into  the  process  of  refining.  To  this  they 
agreed.  They  went,  and  he  kindly  explained  the  process.  Said  he, 
"  When  the  silver  is  put  into  the  crucible  I  sit  and  watch  it  until  it  is 
refined."  They  left.  Said  one,  "  I  think  I  understand  it.  •  He  shall 
sit  as  a  refiner,1  means  our  Heavenly  Father  will  watch  over  his  chil- 
dren when  they  are  in  the  furnace  of  affliction."  Just  then  the  silver- 
smith called  them  back.  Said  he,  "  there  is  one  thing  I  forgot  to  tell 
you.  When  I  can  see  my  own  image  in  the  metal,  I  know  the  process 
of  refining  is  complete.11  Now,11  said  they  we  have  the  idea. 
God  suffers  us  to  remain  in  the  furnace  of  affliction  long  enough  to 
bring  out  his  own  image  upon  the  soui.11  So  the  Great  Master  Builder 
suffered  the  Masonic  Fraternity  to  pass  through  those  days  of  perse- 
cution, that  the  dross  might  be  separated  from  the  gold.  And  if  you 
want  an  evidence  of  this,  look  at  these  old  veterans  who  never  faulter- 
ed,  but  came  out  of  the  furnace  without  so  much  as  the  smell  of  fire 
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on  their  garments.  They  are  the  tried  Stones  in  our  glorious  Tem- 
ple. 

I  am  happy  to  belong  to  that  class  of  Clergymen  who  are  not  asham- 
ed to  have  it  known  that  we  are  Masons.  In  this  we  are  following  in 
the  footsteps  of  the  fathers.  Good  old  Bishop  Heading  and  Rev.  Eli- 
jah B.  Sabin,  were  honorary  members  of  Mount  Lebanon  Lodge. 
They  remained  true  during  the  antimasonic  excitement,  and  we,  their 
sons,  mean  to  stand  by  the  ancient  land-marks  of  the  Order.  I  hope 
to  lire  long  enough  to  see  our  new  Temple  completed.  Then  look  out 
for  a  glorious  day.  . 

The  next  sentiment— 

"  St.  John'i  Encampment  of  Providence,  Rhode  Itland." 
Responded  to  by  Rev.  Bro.  Chables  H.  Titus,  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander. 

Jftf.  W.  Grand  Master — Being  called  upon  without  a  note  of  warn- 
ing, I  must  be  excused  from  attempting  to  make  a  speech ;  especially 
after  you  have  been  listening  to  the  able  and  brilliant  speakers  who 
have  preceded  me.  I  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  high  compliment 
you  have  paid  the  old  Encampment  with  which  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
be  connected,  and  the  honor  of  being  one  of  its  Past  Commanders.  I 
have  been  exceedingly  pleased  and  gratified  with  the  display  and  cer- 
emonies of  this  day ;  and  with  the  large  number  and  sterling  charac- 
ter of  the  Brotherhood  assembled  to  do  honor  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts,  and  to  assist  in  the  important  services  of  the  occasion. 
This  pleasant  festival  scene  we  are  now  enjoying  will  prove  one  of 
those  green  spots  that  remain  fragrant  in  the  memory  long  after  the 
day  has  passed. 

With  many  thanks  for  your  courtesy,  and  with  this  apology  to  my 
Brethren  present,  I  will  again  ask  to  be  excused  from  further  re- 
marks. 

TV.  Brother  Muzzey,  Master  of  Mount  Olivet  Lodge,  Cambridge, 
being  called  upon,  spoke  as  follows : —  „ 

M.  W.  Grand  Master — An  unexpected  duty  is  always  somewhat 
embarrassing.  I  certainly  had  not  the  vanity  to  anticipate  that  any 
summons  from  you,  Sir,  would  be  addressed  to  me  on  this  occasion 
and  in  this  presence.  If  excuse  were  admissable,  I  might  find  it  in 
the  wearisome  march,  and  in  the  later  duties  of  this  table,  which  have 
received  from  me  due  personal  attention.  But  a  command  from  your 
authority  may  not  be  disregarded  for  any  trivial  reason. 
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As  I  hare  listened  to  the  eloquent  train  of  remark  from  the  Breth- 
ren who  have  preceded  me,  my  mind  has  been  naturally  led  to  con- 
template the  elevated  character  of  our  Order.  Since  our  first  Grand 
Master  laid  its  foundations,  what  institution  of  man  has  rivalled  the 
permanence  of  its  existence  ?  Within  the  proud  period  of  its  record, 
how  much  else  has  had  its  day  and  perished !  Do  you  point  me  to 
personal  distinction  ?  Hardly  more  than  contemporaneous  renown  is 
accorded  by  man  to  the  most  eminent  of  his  fellows — and  true  of  the 
common  fame  of  men  is  the  brilliant  sarcasm  of  De  Quincey  upon  the 
ephemeral  reputation  of  Fox: — "It  sleeps  where  the  carols  of  the 
larks  are  sleeping,  which  giadened  the  spring-time  of  those  early 
years ;  sleeps  with  the  roses  that  glorified  the  beauty  of  their  sum- 
mers." States,  institutions,  whole  races  of  men,  have  lost  their  pla- 
ces upon  earth,  and  become  extinct.  "  Freemasonry,  notwithstand- 
ing, has  still  survived.  The  attentive  ear  receives  the  sound  from  the 
instructive  tongue,  and  the  myBteries  of  Masonry  are  safely  lodged  in 
the  repository  of  faithful  breasts/1 

And  what  has  given  to  Masonry  its  enduring  honor?  By  virtue  of 
what  attributes  has  it  belted  the  globe  with  its  glorious  Brotherhood ; 
overleaped  the  barriers  of  nations,  survived  the  fall  of  empires,  and 
remained  unlost  amid  the  confusion  of  tongues  ? 

Its  sacred  principles  give  to  it  its  immutability  and  perpetual  rever- 
ence among  men.  It  is  because  its  appeal  is  to  the  highest  and  holi- 
est promptings  of  our  nature,  and  it  makes  men  truer  and  better  who 
come  within  the  circle  of  its  teachings  and  influence.  . 

In  recognition  of  this  truth, — not,  I  hope,  too  grave  a  thought  for  a 
festival  table  of  Masons, — I  offer  you,  Sir,  this  sentiment : — 

Masonry — The  golden  Cestus  of  Earth ;  the  Celestial  Ladder  to  Heav- 
en. 

A  sentiment,  complimentary  to  Calvary  Encampment,  which  Body 
had  performed  escort  duty  during  the  day  for  the  Grand  Lodge,  was 
eloquently  responded  to  by  Sir  Knight  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Some  other  toasts  were  given  and  responded  to,  of  which  no  notes 
were  taken.  The  speeches  were  eloquent,  and  the  cheering  enthusi- 
astic. Several  other  Brethren  had  expected  to  speak,  but  found  them- 
selves too  much  exhausted  by  the  chill  and  fatigues  of  the  day,  and 
were  reluctantly  compelled  to  retire  at  an  early  hour.  The  speaking, 
however,  was  sufficient  to  enliven  the  occasion  and  to  mark  it  as  a 
"  white  day"  for  Masonry  in  Massachusetts. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  closed,  in  Ample  form,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Note.  The  14th  of  October  had  been  selected  by  the  Committee, 
for  the  Laying  of  the  Corner-Stone  of  the  new  edifice,  as  peculiarly 
appropriate,  it  being  the  anniversary  of  the  Laying  of  the  Founda- 
tion-Stone of  the  first  Masonic  Temple  in  this  city  in  the  year 
1830. 

The  weather  was  unpropitious  for  a  parade  of  any  description,  but 
it  was  particularly  so  for  an  effective  display  of  the  rich  and  showy  re- 
galia of  a  Masonic  procession.  A  violent  North-East  storm,  com- 
mencing on  Wednesday  night,  prevailed  without  intermittance,  until 
Friday  morning,  when  it  had  partially  exhausted  itself;  though  the 
rain  continued  to  fall,  more  or  less  copiously,  during  the  whole  day. 
The  streets  were  in  a  bad  condition  for  marching — the  parade  ground 
was  wet,  and  the  atmosphere  chilly,  if  not  positively  cold.  The  nat- 
ural effect  of  all  this  was  to  prevent  the  attendance  of  many  Lodges 
and  Brethren  in  distant  parts  of  the  State,  who  would  otherwise  have 
been  present,  and  contributed  to  increase  the  numbers  of  the  Proces- 
sion. 

But,  notwithstanding  these  adverse  circumstances,  the  Procession 
was  one  of  the  most  imposing  and  brilliant  Masonic  displays  ever  wit- 
nessed in  Massachusetts,  if  it  were  ever  equalled  by  any  similar  ex- 
hibition in  this  country.  It  was  imposing  and  brilliant,  not  alone  in  the 
variety  and  richness  of  its  regalia  and  decorations—in  the  beauty  and 
number  of  its  banners — its  splendid  escort  and  martial  appearance ; 
but  in  the  character,  intelligence  and  manly  bearing  of  the  men  who 
composed  it.  "  New  England  citizenship,"  as  was  said  by  one  of  the 
city  papers  the  next  morning,  "was  well  represented.  Intelligence 
and  character  were  stamped  upon  the  countenances  of  those  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  proceedings,  and  a  finer  body  of  men  morally  and  in- 
tellectually never  paraded  our  streets.  The  proceedings,  though 
marred  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  were  deeply  interesting. 
It  must  have  astonished  some  of  those  who  remember  when  opposi- 
tion to  Freemasonry  was  made  a  political  hobby,  to  see  the  Institution 
so  flourishing ;  but  it  has  survived  its  period  of  persecution,  and  is 
going  about  its  work  of  charity  and  beneficence,  silently  and  efficient- 
ly, softening  the  rigors  of  war,  smoothing  the  path  of  the  distressed, 
helping  the  needy,  and  binding  its  members  in  a  Brotherhood  of  mu- 
tual sympathy  and  true  humanity." 

It  is  estimated  that  there  were  more  than  six  thousand  Masons  in  at- 
tendance, including  many  who,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  organ- 
izing, and  the  dampness  of  the  ground,  were  compelled  to  withdraw 
before  the  body  took  up  the  line  of  march.   This  number,  large  as  it 
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wto,  would  probably  have  been  increased  by  two  or  three  thousand, 
had  the  previous  day  been  clear  and  pleasant. 

The  Procession  was  formed  on  the  Common,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Grand  Marshal,  W.  Brother  William  D.  Stratton. 


ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION,  Dec.  14,  A.  L.  6864. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
at  Freemasons'  Hall,  Summer  street,  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  De- 
cember 14,  A.  L.  5864. 

PRESENT. 

M.  W.  William  Parkmax,  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  D.  G.  M. 
"     William.  S.  Gardner,  S.  G.  W. 
"    Benjamin  Dean,  J.  G.  W. 
u     John  McClellan,  G.  Treasurer. 
"     Charles  W.  Moore,  R.  G.  Secretary. 
44     Charles  L.  Woodbury,  Cor.  G.  Secretary. 
W.   Rev.  William  S.  Studley,  G.  Chaplain, 
"     William  D.  Stratton,  G.  Marshal. 
"     Samuel  P.  Oliver,  S.  G.  D. 
44     Henry  Mulliken,  J.  G.  D. 
44    W.  W.  Wheildon,  ^ 


F.  J.  Foss,  G.  Pursuivant. 
44     E.  D.  Bancroft,  ) 
41    '  S.  H.  Gamwell,  >  G.  Lecturers. 
"     J.  K.  Hayward,  ) 


DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS. 


R.  W.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson, 

District  No.  1. 

41    William  F.  Salmon, 

44     No.  8. 

"    John  P.  Lovell, ' 

"     No.  5. 

44     Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmun, 

44     No.  6. 

4«    James  M.  Cook, 

•V    No.  7. 

44     Rev.  R.  S.  Pope, 

44     No.  8. 

.  44    Henry  Chickering, 

44     No.  9. 

"     Solon  Thornton, 

"     No.  11. 

cc 


•  « 


Heurv  Tabor,  2d, 
Lovell  Bicknell, 
F.  L.  Winship, 
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The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form,  at  half-past  2  o'clock, 
P.  M.   Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

Permission  was  given  to  several  Representatives  of  Lodges  to  sit 
without  their  Jewels. 

The  following  Brethren  were  recognized  as  proxies,  to  wit: — Bros. 
Wm.  H.  Bass,  for  Harmony  Lodge ;  Marshall  Fox,  for  Thomas  Lodge ; 
A.  L.  Burditt,  for  Wilder  Lodge ;  A.  A.  Burditt,  for  Clinton  Lodge ; 
Joseph  Osborn,  for  Jordan  Lodge. 

The  Dispensation  of  Doric  Lodge,  at  Feltonville,  together  with  a 
petition  for  a  Charter  for  said  Lodge,  was  presented  and  referred  to 
Bros.  Coolidge,  Warren  and  Stearns.  This  Committee  subsequently 
submitted  the  following  Report,  which  was  adopted  :— 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  Doric 
Lodge,  of  Feltonville,  have  examined  the  Records  and  By-Laws  of 
said  Lodge,  and  when  the  same  are  accepted  by  the  Lodge,  with  such 
alterations  as  this  Committee  have  proposed,  we  recommend  that  they 
receive  a  Charter  from  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Boston,  Dee.  14,  1864.  W.  D.  COOLIDGE,  Chairman. 

The  Auditing  Committee  submitted  their  Annual  Report,  which 
was  adopted. 

The  Committee  of  Charity  submitted  the  following  Report,  which 
was  adopted : — 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  of  Charity,  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts, respectfully  Report  that  they  have  received  the  sum  of  six- 
teen hundred  dollars,  during  the  year  of  1864,  and  have  paid  out  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents, 
to  one  hundred  sixty-two  applicants;  for  which  payment  we  have 
vouchers  on  file,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of 
seven  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 

SAMUEL  H.  GREGORY. 
EBEN  F.  GAY. 
EDWARD  STEARNS. 
Boston,  Dec.  13,  1864.  L.  L.  TARBELL. 
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The  Special  Committee  on  Charity  offered  the  following  Report, 
which  was  adopted : — 

REPORT. 

The  undersigned,  Special  Committee  of  Charity,  respectfully  Re- 
port:— 

That  they  had  in  their  hands  at  their  last  Report,  a  balance  of  $73  94 
That  they  have  since  received  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  by 

vote  of  Grand  Lodge,  400  00 

Making  $473  94 

That  they  have  disbursed  in  charity  to  41  applicants,  $467  00 

Leaving  a  balance  in  their  hands  of  6  94 

$473  94 

Respectfully  submitted,         WILLIAM  PARKMAN. 
Boston,  Dec.  14,  1864.  CHARLES  W.  MOORE. 

On  motion  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  $500  (five  hundred  dollars)  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Charity,  and  $200  (two  hundred  dol- 
lars) in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Master  and  Recording  Grand  Secre- 
tary for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  offered  the  following  Report,  which 
was  adopted:— 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  on  the  the  Library  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  com- 
pelled to  present  a  Report  on  that  which  is  not  extant,— on  those 
things  which  now  are  among  the  things  that  were,  now  to  be  cata- 
logued as  "  res  non  inventae,  non  existentibus." 

All  that  tceu,  of  a  really  excellent  Library,  so  recently  a  proud 
monument  of  the  Literature  of  Freemasonry,  belonging  to  this  Grand 
Lodge,  is  buried  among  the  ashes  and  rubbish  of  our  Temple.  That 
collection  of  Masonic  Works,  was  a  valuable  one— collected  by  the 
labor  of  years.  Most  of  it  was  the  gift  of  two  of  the  Brethren,  and 
towards  it,  this  Body  paid  but  a  small  sum.   It  was  insured  for  $400. 

The  Committee,  however,  have  to  congratulate  the  Fraternity,  that 
the  most  rare  work,  (it  being  accidentally  in  the  hands  of  the  binder) 
and  of  which  no  other  perfect  copy  can  be  found,  the  Masonic  Mirror, 
was  preserved.  It  consists  of  two  folio,  and  seven  quarto  volumes. 
It  embodies  all  the  details  of  that  exciting  period  when  antimasonry 
was  rampant,  and  its  utter  downfall,  death,  and  everlasting  interment. 


70 


The  Directors  of  the  Corporation  have  placed  the  amount  received 
from  the  insurance,  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Library,  and 
already  many  works  have  been  purchased,  and  several  donations  have 
been  made,  and  the  Committee  would  express,  in  behalf  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  their  thanks  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Maryland,  Ohio,  Illinois 
and  Ijouisiana,  for  their'donations  of  copies  of  their  transactions. 

A  Masonic  Library  cannot  now  be  readily  obtained.  It  is  a  well 
known  fact,  that  works  on  the  subject  of  Freemasonry  are  eagerly 
sought  for,  and  obtain  large  prices,  and  that  several  of  the  Brethren 
in  this  jurisdiction  have,  at  a  great  expense,  their  private  collections, 
which  have  been  obtained  after  much  research,  at  the  cost  of  much 
time  and  expenditure  of  money. 

Moreover,  our  Library  cannot  be  enlarged  by  purchase,  at  this  time, 
of  foreign  works,  on  account  of  the  enhanced  cost  of  importation. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  look  to  their  Masonic  Brethren  for  their 
voluntary  contributions.  Surely  there  should  be  a  response  from  all, 
who  are  or  should  be  interested  in  this  matter. 

The  Committee  are  willing  to  contribute  all  their  attention  and 
care  to  effect  so  desirable  an  object.  A  Catalogue  has  been  already 
prepared,  and  every  book  and  pamphlet  registered,  and  a  column  de- 
noting the  name  of  the  donor  of  each  gift.  They  trust  to  see  that 
column  filled  with  the  names  of  the  ardent  lovers  of  the  Order,  and 
its  interests,  and  among  these  interests  should  be  the  founding  of  a 
store-house  of  Masonic  Literature. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  for  the  Committee. 

The  hour  fixed  by  the  Constitutions  for  the  Election  of  Officers 
having  arrived,  the  Grand  Master  resigned  the  Chair  to  his  Deputy, 
who  ordered  a  return  of  the  voters  present,  and  appointed  the  fol-. 
lowing  Brethren  a  Committee  to  collect,  count  and  declare  the  votes, 
viz : — Bros.  Stetson,  Fox,  and  Henry  Warren. 

The  following  Brethren  were  declared  elected — the  voting  being 
nearly  unanimous : — 

M.  W.  William  Farkman,  of  Boston,  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  Wendell  T.  Davis,  of  Greenfield,  S.  G.  Warden. 

"     Solon  Thornton,  of  Boston,  J.  G.  Warden. 

"     John  McClrxlan,  of  Boston,  G.  Treasurer. 
Chab.  W.  Moore,  of  Boston,  R.  G.  Secretary. 
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BOARD   OF  DIRECTORS. 

R.  W.  Winslow  Lewis,  Wm.  D.  Coolidge,  Samuel  K.  Hutchinson, 
Benjamin  Dean,  Sereno  D.  Nickerson. 

ITho  M.  W.  Grand  Matter,  the  Senior  and  Junior  Grand  Wardens,  and  Rec.  G. 
Secretary,  are  ex-qfflciu  members  of  this  Board.] 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

R.  W.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  Samuel  P.  Oliver,  Solon  Thornton. 

The  Grand  Master  having  resumed  the  Chair,  the  Committee  on 

Work  submitted  the  following  Report,  which  was  adopted : — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
changes,  have  been  made  in  the  Work  and  Lectures  as  approved  by 
this  Grand  Lodge  in  1862, 

REPORT, 

That  they  find  the  Work  and  Lectures  now  given  by  the  Grand  Lec- 
turers, to  be  substantially  the  same  as  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  1862.      Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  C.  DAME,  ^ 

WM.  S.  GARDNER,  \ 

WM.  D.  COOLIDGE,    )>  Committee. 

S.  P.  OLIVER,  | 

JOHN  MC'CLELLAN,  J 

Boston,  Dec.  14,  1864. 

R.  W.  Brother  Salmon  submitted  a  majority  Report  in  behalf  of 
the  Committee  on  Amending  the  1st  Section,  Article  5,  Part  I.  of  the 
Constitutions. '  R.  W.  Bro.  Coolidge  from  the  same  Committee,  also 
submitted  a  minority  Report,  which,  after  discussion,  was  rejected, 
and  the  following  was  adopted,  86  to  2 : — 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : — 
Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposed  amendment  to 
Art  .V.,  Sect.  1,  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  having  at- 
tended to  the  duty  assigned  them,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

We  find  that  the  clause  under  consideration  requires  that  certain 
Grand  Officers  shall  be  Past  Masters,  and* that  the  proposed  amend- 
ment is  calculated  to  define  explicitly  what  constitutes  a  Past  Master 
in  this  connection. 

The  subject  has  been  agitated  before  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  although 
not  formally  presented  for  action,  since  1843,  when  the  present  Con- 
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stitution,  substantially,  was  adopted.  The  question  first  arising  in  the 
Committee,  was,  who  are  Fast  Masters  ? 

This  query  has  been  put,  and  answered  so  many  times,  and  always 
the  same  way,  that  a  consideration  of  it  here,  may  be  deemed  a  work 
of  supererogation  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  and  so  it  would  be,  if 
these  uniform  answers  had  led  to  uniform  and  corresponding  results  in 
the  action  of  Grand  Lodges ;  but  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of 
other  Grand  Lodges  will  show  that  this  vexatious  question  has  arisen 
with  them  as  well  as  with  us,  and  we  believe  will  continue  to  arise  un- 
til the  proper  interpretation  of  Past  Master  is  made  clear  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  each* 

We  quote  from  the  publications  of  those  "  three  great  lights  "  in 
Masonic  literature,  Bro.  Moore  in  the  East,  Bro.  Reynolds  in  the 
West,  and  Bro.  Mackey  in  the  South,  their  recorded  opinions  on  this 
subject,  and  believe  them  to  be  in  harmony  with  all  Masonic  writers  of 
any  note. 

In  vol.  13,  page  130,  of  the  Freemasons'  Monthly  Magazine,  is  pub* 
lished  the  following  queries  of  a  correspondent : — 

1.  What  constitutes  a  Past  Master? 

2.  Does  the  receiving  the  degree  of  Past  Master  as  conferred  in  the 
Chapter  do  this? 

3.  If  this  be  so,  then  is  a  Past  Master  so  made  thereby  qualified, 
all  other  things  being  equal,  to  fill  the  chair  in  a  subordinate  Lodge, 
or  an  office  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  one  of  the  pre-requisites  of  which  is, 
that  the  officer  shall  be  a  Past  Master. 

In  answer  to  the  1st  query  the  editor  says : — "  But  when  so  given, n 
(referring  to  conferring  the  degree  in  the  Chapter,)  "  it  confers  no 
privileges  that  can  as  of  right  be  asserted,  or  made  available,  in  a 
Lodge  or  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry." 

In  answer  to  the  2d  query  he  says: — "Ancient  Craft  Masonry 
gives  another  and  more  satisfactory  answer  in, the  following  words : — 
*  A  Brother  who  having  been  duly  elected  and  installed,  has  served  one  term 
as  Master  of  a  Lodge,  working  under  the  jurisdiction  and  authority  of  some 
Grand  Lodge,  is  alone  entitled  to  the  rank  and  privileges  of  a  Past  Mas- 
ter: " 

"  This  answer  says  nothing  of  the  Past  Master's  degree,  for  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry  knows  nothing  of  any  such  degree.  Nevertheless,  the 
only  answer  which,  as  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  it  can  give  to  the  in- 
quiry of  our  correspondent,  is,  that  a  Past  Master  is  a  Brother  who 
having  been  duly  elected  and  installed,  has  presided  as  Master  over 
one  of  its  Lodges." 
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"  It  knows  no  other  Fast  Masters  than  those  who  have  served  in  the 
capacity  of  presiding  Masters  of  Lodges,  which  it  has  itself  constituted 
and  authorized.  This  is  the  answer  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry ;  and  it 
is  the  only  answer  which  a  Grand  Lodge,  adhering  strictly  and  literally 
to  the  ancient  rule  and  usage,  can  properly  recognize.  It  is  the  only 
answer  known  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  so  far  as  we  are 
informed,  the  only  one  known  to  any  Grand  Lodge,  out  of  the  United 
States,  organized  on  the  basis  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  as  understood 
and  practiced  in  this  country  and  in  England.11 

In  answer  to  the  3d  query  he  says : — "  Taking  the  rule,  then,  in  its  an- 
cient strictness  and  true  interpretation,  as  our  stand-point,  we  answer 
to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry  of  our  correspondent,  as  we  have  intima- 
ted in  another  place,  that  the  receiving  of  the  Fast  Master's  degree 
in  the  Chapter  does  not  invest  the  recipient  with  the  official  qualifi- 
cation contemplated  by  the  regulations  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  in 
requiring  that  certain  offices  in  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  filled  only 
by  Fast  Masters  of  Lodges." 

In  the  Masonic  Trowel,  dated  Aug.  10,  1863,  page  14,  is  an  article 
on  the  eligibility  and  qualifications  of  Grand  Master,  where  may  be 
found  the  following  language : — 

"*  The  long  established  usages  of  the  Order  have  so  fully  determined 
what  constitutes  the  eligibility  of  persons  to  fill  the  office  of  Grand 
Master,  that  in  this  country  at  least  it  may  justly  be  regarded  as  one 
of  the  landmarks,  and  from  the  universality  of  the  principle,  it  is  one 
that  cannot  under  any  circumstances  be  removed ;  and  well  would  it 
be  for  the  credit  of  the  Order  were  it  as  strictly  and  carefully  con- 
sidered," &c. 

"As  regards  the  eligibility  of  persons  for  the  office,  but  little  needs 
be  said,  for  the  whole  affair  lies  in  a  nutshell.11 

44  The  only  thing  required,  &c.,  is,  that  he  shall  be  an  actual  Fast 
Master — an  actual  Past  Master  is  one  who  has  been  duly  elected  to  the 
office  of  Worshipful  Master  at  the  regular  annual  election,  and  who 
has  been  regularly  qualified  and  installed,  and  served  the  full  term  of 
office." 

In  the  Lexicon  of  Freemasonry,  published  by  Albert  Mackey,  M.  D.9 
nnder  the  title  "  Past  Master,11  at  page  239,  we  read : — "  The  Fast 
Master  of  a  Chapter  is  only  a  quasi  Past  Master ;  the  true  and  legiti 
mate  Past  Master  is  the  one  who  has  presided  over  a  symbolic  Lodge.1 

These  extracts  give  the  substance  of  what  has  been  written  upon 
10  • 
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the  subject  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  seem  fully  and  satisfacto- . 
rily  to  answer  the  question  arising  in  the  Committee. 

We  next  aimed  to  discover  what  was  required  by  various  Grand 
Lodges  in  this  country,  as  a  qualification  for  election  to  office  therein. 
Much  difficulty  was  here  experienced  in  obtaining  copies  of  the 
Grand  Constitutions,  as  our*  Grand  Lodge  Library  which  contained 
most  if  not  all  of  them,  was  unfortunately  destroyed  by  fire  before  your 
Committee  had  arrived  at  this  point  in  their  labors ;  but  enough  have 
been  secured  to  show  the  rule  which  obtains  in  three-fourths  of  the 
Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States. 

The  language  is  not  uniform,  but  in  the  States  of  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  (from  1817  to  1843,)  Rhode  Isl- 
and, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Ohio,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Iowa,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  California,  and  the  Territories 
of  Nebraska  and  Colorado,  the  Grand  Constitutions  provide,  in  sub- 
stance, that  certain  Grand  Officers,  in  order  to  be  eligible,  shall  have 
passed  the  choir  of  tome  regular  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Constitutions  of  the  States  of  North  Carolina,  Mississip- 
pi, Wisconsin,  Kansas  and  Massachusetts,  (from  1843  to  date,)  sim- 
ply say  that  Past  Masters  may  be  eligible  to  certain  Grand  Offices,  while 
the  Grand  Constitutions  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  and  the  District  of 
Columbia,  are  silent  upon  the  point  at  issue. 

The  precise  language  used  in  the  various  States,  will  be  found  in  the 
extracts  appended  to  this  report,  where  will  also  appear  the  fact,  that 
in  the  States  of  R.  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Iowa,  Illinois  and 
Tennessee,  the  additional  requirement  of  passing  the  chair,  within 
their  respective  jurisdictions,  is  added. 

No  argument  is  needed  to  establish  the  position  that  the  proposed 
amendment  is  in  accordance  with  the  general  custom  in  this  country, 
and  also  in  conformity  with  the  ancient  custom  of  our  own  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  .Indent  Charges  which  form  the  basis  of  government  for  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  which  are  published  as  a  component 
part  of  the  Constitutions  of  many  Grand  Lodges  in  this  country  sus- 
tain this  position. 

We  come  to  the  most  important  part  of  our  duty,  when  required 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  the  proposed  change.  The  question  nat- 
urally arises,  if  the  definition  of  Past  Master  in  Grand  Lodge  is  well 
established,  as  would  seem  by  the  extracts  heretofore  given,  what  need 
of  any  further  explanation  ?  And  to  this  we  are  forced  to  reply,  that 
while  the  rule  seems  clear  and  explicit,  the  custom  certainly  does  not 
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conform  to  it ;  if  the  rule  and  custom  are  in  conformity,  why  the  call 
for  this  amendment,  and  why  the  adoption  of  a  similar  provision  in  so 
manr  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States  ? 

In  the  article  at  page  133  of  vol.  13,  of  the  Freemasons'  Monthly 
Magazine,  from  which  we  have  already  quoted,  the  editor,  with  much 
frankness,  says : — 

"  Here  again  the  practice  is  at  variance  with  the  rule,  and  the  fidion 
is  accepted  for  the  reality.  The  distinction  between  the  Constitution- 
al Past  Master  of  the  Lodges,  and  the  quasi  Past  Master  of  the  Chap- 
ters, is  lost  sight  of,  and  so  general  has  this  practice  become  in  this 
country,  that  any  attempt  to  return  to  the  strictness  of  the  ancient 
rule,  would  probably  be  attended  with  much  difficulty,  if  not  found  to 
be  wholly  impracticable.  But  with  this  we  have  nothing  to  do.  Our 
present  business  is  with  the  rule  and  not  with  any  erroneous  practice 
that  has  grown  up  under  it.11  Also  on  page  135,  "  Our  individual 
opinion  favors  a  return  to  the  old  rule,  being  convinced  that  if  it  were 
strictly  adhered  to,  our  Grand  Lodges  would  be  far  better  officered 
than  they  are  at  present.11 

What  was  true  in  1854,  appears  to  be  true  now,  and  your  Com- 
mittee submit  this  extract  as  in  accordance  with  their  views,  only 
dissenting  from  so  much  of  it,  as  questions  the  propriety  and  expedi- 
ency of  a  *'  return  to  the  strictness  of  the  ancient  rule.11 

We  find  that  most  of  the  Grand  Lodges  have  returned  to  this  strict- 
ness of  construction,  as  appears  by  their  published  Constitutions,  writ- 
ten in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood ;  and  by  letters  from  the  Sec- 
retaries of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  N.  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  New 
York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  we  are  informed  that  in  each  of 
these  States,  the  rule  and  practice  are  not  at  variance.  The  G.  Lodge 
of  Maine  at  its  last  annual  session,  adopted  an  amendment  similar  to 
the  one  under  consideration,  and  the  Grand  Master  writes  to  us, 
that  the  change  was  made  to  avoid  any  difficulty  which  might  arise 
from  the  claims  of  the  quasi  Past  Masters  of  the  Chapter. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  allow  the  question  of  expediency  simply,  to  have  the  least 
weight,  when  put  in  the  balance  against  ancient  usage  and  precedent. 

To  know  the  right,  and  honestly  live  up  to  it,  should  certainly  be 
considered  the  duty  of  every  Mason,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  should  be 
the  exponent  of  this  principle  in  all  its  acta. 

Your  Committee  do  not  desire  to  comment  on  the  past  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  but  in  considering  the  subject  submitted  to  them,  they 
were  met  at  the  outset  by  the  fact,  that  the  proposed  amendment,  if 
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adopted,  might  be  considered  as  affecting  the  position  and  standing  of 
some  who  have  distinguished  themselves  and  honored  the  Fraternity 
by  holding  office  in  this  Grand  Lodge.  We  assume  that  one  who  has 
filled  an  office  in  the  Grand  Lodge  should  be  recognized  as  possessing 
the  necessary  qualifications  therefor ;  hence  we  have  added  a  clause  to 
the  proposition  as  referred,  fully  endorsing  all  who  have  held  office  un- 
der the  Constitution  in  its  present  form.  We  believe  that  this  "  sav- 
ing clause"  will  obviate  the  objections  of  many  who  might  otherwise  be 
opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Among  other  subjects  considered  by  the  Committee,  was  one  per- 
haps not  regularly  submitted  to  them,  but  one  incidentally  of  much 
importance,  viz What  Grand  Officers  shall  be  required  to  possess 
the  Past  Master's  qualification  ?  On  this  point  we  find  a  diversity  of 
custom,  some  Grand  Lodges  applying  it  to  their  Grand  Master  and 
Wardens,  others  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  and  yet  others 
to  every  officer  but  the  Grand  Chaplain  and  Tyler.  The  rule  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  by  the  Constitution  of  1817,  applied  it  to  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, Deputy  Grand  Master,  Grand  Wardens,  Grand  Treasurer,  Re- 
cording and  Corresponding  Grand  Secretaries,  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters,  Grand  Marshal  and  Grand  Deacons. 

The  Ancient  Charges  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  apply  it  to  the 
Deputy  G.  Master  and  Grand  Wardens,  exempting  the  Grand  Master, 
who  must  be  "  nobly  born,  or  a  gentleman  of  the  best  fashion,  or  some 
eminent  scholar,"  &c,  but  in  this  country,  where  royally  is  not  held  in 
such  high  estimation,  nearly  every  Grand  Lodge  requires  that  its  Grand 
Master  shall  have  passed  the  chair  of  a  subordinate  Lodge. 

In  view  of  the  lack  of  uniformity  upon  this  subject,  of  the  custom 
prevailing  in  this  Grand  Lodge  for  the  past  twenty  years,  and  what  is 
of  more. importance  in  view  of  the  "saving  clause"  before  referred 
to,  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  apply  the  Past  Master  qualification  to 
any  other  number  of  Grand  Officers  than  those  named  in  the  Consti- 
tution, viz : — The  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Grand  Treas- 
urer, Recording  and  Corresponding  Grand  Secretaries,  and  District 
Deputy  G.  Masters.  An  attempt  to  change  any  of  these  will  not  only 
provoke  discussion,  but  tend  to  defeat  what  your  Committee  believe 
to  be  of  vital  importance,  and  which  they  now  recommend  as  right, 
and  if  right,  then  expedient,  to  wit: — 

That  the  Constitution,  as  printed  with  the  Proceedings  for  1863, 
be  amended  by  inserting  after  the  words  Past  Master,  in  the  fourth 
and  fifth  lines  of  Article  V.,  Section  1,  the  words,  of  a  subordinaU 


77 


Lodge,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  tome  Grand  Lodge,  or  have  heretofore 
held  one  of  the  aforesaid  offices  in  this  Grand  Lodge.  ' 

In  conclusion  permit  us  to  say,  that  the  result  of  careful  research  and 
deliberation,  culminates  in  the  above  amendment,  which  we  hope 
may  commend  itself  to  all  who  do  not  desire  "fiction  for  reality  n  in 
this  Grand  Body. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  C.  LAWRENCE, 
W.  F.  SALMON, 
S.  D.  NICKERSON, 
JOHN  R.  BRADFORD, 
Boston,  Dee.  14,  1864. 

Extracts  from  the  following  Documents  accompanied  the  Report : — 
Constitution,  Maine,  1863. 
Constitution,  New  Hampshire. 
By-Laws,  Vermont,  1858. 
Constitution,  Massachusetts,  1817. 
Constitution,  Rhode  Island,  1859. 
Grand  Secretary,  Connecticut,  1864, 
Constitution,  New  York,  1854, 
Constitution,  New  Jersey,  1861. 
Grand  Secretary,  Pennsylvania,  1864. 
Constitution,  Delaware,  1860. 
Constitution,  Ohio,  1860. 
^Constitution,  Illinois,  1863. 
Constitution,  Indiana,  1863. 
By-Laws,  Iowa,  1854. 
Constitution,  Tennessee,  1859. 
Constitution,  Louisiana,  1858. 
Constitution,  California,  1857. 
Constitution,  Nebraska,  1857. 
Constitution,  Colorado,  1863. 
Constitution,  North  Carolina,  1851. 
Constitution,  Mississippi,  1858. 
Constitution,  Wisconsin,  1858. 
Constitution,  Kansas,  1856. 
Constitution,  District  of  Columbia,  1851. 
Constitution,  Georgia,  1858. 

From  Report  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  Brother 


Committee. 


78 


Albert  Pike,  Chairman,  on  the  nature  of  P.  M.  Degree,  Arkansas, 
1864. 

Extracts  from  Freemasons1  Monthly  Magazine,  Vol.  IV.,  page  65 
and  102;  Vol.  X.,  page  260;  Vol.  XHT.,  page  129  and  199;  Vol. 
XV.,  page  185  and  209;  Vol.  XVIL,  page  62;  Vol.  XVEL,  page 
367. 

Masonic  Trowel,  Aug.  10,  1863,  page  14. 

Mackey's  Lexicon  of  Freemasonry,  edition  of  1859,  page  338. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  closed  in 
ample  form,  at  6  o'clock. 


COMMUNICATION,  Dec.  27,  A.  L.  6864. 


A  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts 
was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  No.  10  Summer  street,  Boston,  on  Tues- 
day, Dec.  27,  A.  L.  6864. 


M.  W.  William  Parkman,  G.  Master. 
R.  W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  D.  G.  M. 
44     William  S.  Gardner,  S.  G.  W. 
44    G.  Washington  Warren,  J.  G.  W.  pt. 
44    John  McClellan,  G.  Treasurer. 
44    Charles  W.  Moore,  R.  G.  Secretary. 
"    Charles  L.  Woodbury,  C.  G.  Secretary* 
W.    Bev.  William  R.  Alger,  G.  Chaplain. 
44    Samuel  P.  Oliver,  S.  G.  D. 
44    William  D.  Stratton,  G.  Marshal. 
44    Wm.  W.  Wheildon,  ) 


PRESENT. 


(4 


Henry  Tabor, 
Lovell  Bicknell, 


£.  D.  Bancroft,  ) 
J.  K.  Hay  ward,  $ 


Lecturers. 


DISTRICT  DEPUTIES. 


R.  W.  S.  D.  Nickerson, 


District  No.  1. 


"  William  F.  Salmon, 

44  J.  P.  Lovell, 

44  Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmun, 

"  Rev.  R  S.  Pope, 

44  Solon  Thornton, 

44  Newell  A.  Thompson, 


"  No.  3. 

44  No.  6. 

44  No.  6. 

14  No.  8. 


44  No.  11. 
44     No.  12, 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  due  form  by  the  R.  W.  Dep.  Gr. 
Master,  at  7  o'clock,  F.  M.   Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmun.  After 
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which  the  Dep.  Grand  Master,  having  stated  the  business  to  be  the  In- 
stallation of  the  officers  elect  for  the  ensuing  year,  resigned  the  chair 
to  R.  W.  Past  Grand  Master  Coolidge,  who  appointed  the  R.  W. 
Bros.  Train,  Wells,  Pope,  A.  A.  Dame,  Baker  and  Bradford,  a  com- 
mittee to  introduce  the  Grand  Master  elect  for  Installation.  The  M. 
W.  Brother,  Wm.  Parkman,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  was  accordingly  intro- 
duced and  Installed  and  proclaimed  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts  for  the  year  ensuing.  The  elected  officers  were 
then  Installed  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  then  announced  his  Appointments  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  and,  at  his  request,  the  R.  W.  Brother  Coolidge  installed 
the  Appointees  into  their  respective  offices,  as  follows 

R.  W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  of  Newbury  port,  Deputy  Grand  Mauler. 

"  Ctwle«  L.  Woodbury,  or  Boston,  Corret>pondiug  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  William  R.  Alger,  of  Boston,  )  n  nu^xminm 

"  Rev.  William  8.  Sludley,  of  Boston,  {  Q'  C»*P,Mn»- 

M  William  D.  Stratton,oi  Boston,  Grand  Marshal. 

11  Henry  W.  Muxzey,  of  Cambridge,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

"  8am uei  P.  Oliver,  of  Boston,  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

'*  Henry  Mulliken,  of  Brookline,  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

u  John  A.  Goodwin,  Lowell, 

«  H .  Tabor,  2d,  New  Bedford, 

«'  Lovell  Bickuell,  of  East  Weymouth, 

"  F.  L.  Winship,  Brighton, 

«  S^rD^W  }  °»»*  — ■ 

44  E.  D.  Bancroft,  of  Groton  Junction, ) 

"  L.  H.  Gam  well,  of  Pittsfield,         V  Grand  Lecturers. 

14  J.  K.  Hayward,  of  Boston,  ) 

11  Horace  G.  Barrows,  of  Boston,  Grand  Organist. 

M  William  H.  Kent,  of  Chariestown,  Grand  Chorister. 
Eben  P.  Gay,  of  Boston,  Grand  Tyler. 

DISTRICT    DEPUTY    GRAND  MASTERS. 

R.  W.  James  A.  Fox,  of  Boston,  District  No.  1. 

"      William  Sutton,  of  Salem,  "  2 

•      W.  F.Salmon, of  Lowell,  "  3. 

"      H.  C.  Skinner,  of  Milford,  4. 

J.  P.  Lovell,  of  East  Weymouth,  u  5. 

"      Rev.  J.  W.  Dadinun,  of  Roxbury,  "  6. 

"      L.  W.  Lovell,  of  Bridgewater,  "  7. 

u      Rev.  R.  S.  Pope,  of  Hyannis,  "  8. 

M      Henry  Checkering,  of  Pittsfield,  «  9. 

M      David  W.  Crafts,  of  Northampton,  "  10. 

M      Wm.  E.  Parmenter,  of  West  Cambridge,  11  11. 

11  Newell  A.  Thompson,  of  Boston,  "  '  12. 
M      George  H  Kendall,  Deputy,  Valparaiso,  for  Chili,  &  A.,  13. 


Grand  Stewards. 
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COMMITTEE   OK   THE  LIBRARY. 
Window  Lewis,  J.  U.  Shepptrd,  W.  a  Gardner. 

COMMITTEE    ON  CHARITY. 
S.  H.  Gregory,  William  Read,  E.  F.  Gay,  U  L.  Tarbell,  Edward  Stearns. 

The  usual  proclamation  was  made  by  the  Grand  Marshal. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  then  read  his  Annual  Address. 
ADDRESS  . 

Brethren — With  the  ceremonies  of  Installation  just  completed, 
the  labors  of  the  present  year  are  closed  and  another  page  of  history 
is  added  to  the  time  honored  records  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts.  Through  your  kind  preferences,  my  Breth- 
ren, I  have  been  for  the  third  time  called  to  the  highest  Masonic  hon- 
or, and  be  assured  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  honor  and  re- 
sponsibility, and  I  most  sincerely  thank  you.  Before  I  shall  lay  be- 
fore you  the  account  of  my  stewardship,  I  ask  you,  one  and  all,  indi- 
vidually and  collectively,  to  join  with  me  in  aspirations  of  devout  grat- 
itude to  Almighty  God  for  the  unnumbered  blessings  we  have  been 
permitted  to  enjoy — while  war — terrible  fratricidal,  bloody  and  wick- 
ed, has  divided  our  beloved  country  and  shaken  its  institutions  to 
their  very  foundations— while  our  relations  North  and  South  have 
been  broken  asunder  and  almost  destroyed — while  many  portions  of 
oar  land  have  been  suffering  from  invasion,  we  have  been  permitted 
by  the  blessings  of  God  to  quietly  meet  undisturbed  either  by  invasion 
or  the  horrors  of  war ;  we  have  been  allowed  to  assemble  around 
our  altars  and  pursue  the  blessed  mission  of  our  Institution  secure  in 
social  peace  and  free  of  harm.  We  have  been  blessed  with  a  success 
hitherto  unequalled — and  an  accession  of  numbers  altogether  unpar- 
alleled in  a  new,  and  more  especially  in  an  old  established  jurisdic- 
tion like  this  of  ours. 

Our  accession  of  numbers  has  been  from  the  best  portions  of  the 
community ;  and  all  the  old  Lodges  as  well  as  new,  have  been  doing 
a  Urge,  and  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  a  safe  business.  A  spirit  of 
harmony  pervades  our  whole  jurisdiction  and  more  than  ordinary 
courtesy  exists  among  the  country  Lodges.  The  year  has  been  full 
of  history  to  us !  Never  since  the  establishment  of  our  Institution  in 
this  country  has  there  been  such  large  accessions  to  our  numbers. 
Hen  of  all  ranks,  but  more  especially  from  the  active  business  walks 
and  the  higher  social  relations  are  pressing  forward  and  asking  to  join 
our  standard— while  it  becomes  us  to  encourage  all  truly  good  men, 
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who  have  a  clear,  fair,  unblemished  reputation  and  character,  by  giving 
vhem  a  membership,  it  also  becomes  the  imperative  duty  of  every  earn- 
est and  true-hearted  Brother,  to  carefully  guard  the  approaches  to  our 
sanctuary — admit  no  man  of  a  bad  or  even  questionable  reputation — 
for  such  only  seek  us  for  selfish  ends ;  and  however  worthy  or  other- 
wise influential,  they  are  simply  notorious,  and  will  always  be  found 
to  deceive  the  moment  they  are  admitted  to  our  confidence. 

It  is  my  earnest  exhortation  to  you,  one  and  all,  to  use  extreme 
caution  in  your  adnissions ;  do  not  fgr  any  one  in  any  way  lessen 
the  highest  possible  standard  of  moral  excellence  to  be  demanded  of 
a  candidate  before  passing  our  portals. 

In  this  connection  let  me  observe  there  is  existing  a  misapprehen- 
sion about  rejected  candidates — some  Brethren  think  they  may  have 
permission  from  another  Lodge.  This  is  not  so.  No  candidate  can 
be  proposed  to  any  other  Lodge  after  rejection — unless  upon  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Master,  Wardens  and  three  Brethren  of  the  Lodge 
where  he  was  rejected.  1  his  is  an  imperative  law.  Permission  can- 
not be  given,  it  must  be  a  recommendation. 

During  the  year,  I  have  been  in  constant  personal  intercourse  with 
the  officers  of  most  Lodges,  and  that  intercourse  has  been  a  source 
of  very  great  satisfaction ;  the  utmost  courtesy  and  good  will — the 
strongest  loyalty  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  most 
earnest  desire  to  pursue  the  right  has  been  manifest  in  every  Brother 
who  has  sought  me  for  advice ;  and  it  has  left  a  deep  impression  upon 
my  mind  as  to  the  sure  growth  of  our  principles  when  the  fact  ap- 
pears, that  in  no  single  instance  during  the  year,  has  an  unkind  or 
un- Masonic  word  or  sentiment  been  expressed  by  those  who  have 
sought  advice  from  me  as  Grand  Master. 

All  the  Lodges  now  under  Dispensation  are  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition ;  and  every  one  will  be  likely  to  grow,  and  in  due  time  will  no 
doubt  be  honored  with  Charters.  Without  invidious  distinction,  I 
would  observe  that  upon  a  visit  to  Amity  Lodge,  of  Danvers, — since 
constituted, — made  during  the  summer,  I  was  most  agreeably  sur- 
prised at  the  absolute  perfection  with  which  the  ritual  was  given— 
and  the  efficiency  of  every  officer.  This  Lodge  during  the  year  of 
dispensation  initiated  no  less  than  forty-three  in  number. 

Oct.  11,1  made  a  visit  to  Wm.  Parkman  Lodge,  of  Winchester,— 
and  though  under  Dispensation,  and  only  a  few  months  old,  the  Bret' 
ren  with  a  most  commendable  liberality  and  perseverance  have  fitte 
a  beautiful  hall  and  ante-room  in  the  most  tasty  manner.    The  wor1 
and  ritual  was  beautifully  presented,  and  the  accessions  brought  in 
are  just  such  ashlars  as  will  tend  to  beautify  our  Temple. 
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'A  few  days  since  in  company  with  several  Grand  Officers,  we  made 
a  visit  to  Hope  Lodge,  of  Gardner,  now  under  Dispensation ;  this 
Lodge's  Dispensation  is  dated  February  17,  and  had  but  seven  peti- 
tioners. Since  then  they  have  conferred  the  degrees  upon  twenty- 
three  candidates,  and  are  doing  well.  The  work  exhibited  was  abso- 
lutely the  most  perfect  I  have  ever  seen ;  all  the  officers  are  excellent 
workmen  and  skillful  lecturers ;  and  no  Brother  is  permitted  to  be  ad-, 
vanced  from  one  degree  to  another  until  he  can  pass  a  critical  exami- 
nation in  presence  of  the  assembled  Lodge ;  a  most  excellent  provi- 
sion, which  is  earnestly  commended  to  all  Lodges,  both  old  and  new, 
and  which  will  be  found  to  largely  advance  the  interest  of  every 
Lodge  in  which  it  may  be  adopted. 

Army  Lodges,  though  doing  less  the  past  than  former  years,  are 
all  doing  work ;  and  what  is  doing,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  well  per- 
formed. These  Army  Lodges  are  found  to  be  a  source  of  great  Ma- 
sonic pleasure  to  those  who  are  permitted  to  enjoy  their  Communica- 
tions. 

DEGREES  BY  DISPENSATION. 

The  great  prosperity  of  our  Institution,  and  the  vast  numbers  seek- 
ing admission  thereto,  has  occasioned  a  call  for  Dispensations  so 
great,  as  to  cause  very  deep  solicitude  and  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  / 
many,  as  to  granting  this  means  of  initiation  under  any  circumstances 
whatever. 

It  will  be  observed  that  although  I  have  in|  every  single  case  this 
past  year  insisted  the  name  should  be  presented  at  the  regular  Com- 
munications, yet  the  large  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  Dis- 
pensations has  been  granted  by  your  Grand  Master  alone. 

This  has  occasioned  me  a  good  deal  of  solicitude  and  earnest 
thought,  for  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  such  accessions  as  come  to  us  by 
Dispensation,  are  far  less  valuable  than  would  be  the  like  number  pre- 
sented in  the  ordinary  way.  Few  "of  them  become  affiliated  and  con- 
tributing members — while  most  of  them  go  immediately  abroad — and 
at  once  assume  our  extended  useful  connection  with  men  of  every 
sect,  country  and  language ;  always  obtaining  what  little  of  the  Ritual 
they  may,  from  the  body  initiating  them  at  a  cost  of  an  extra  meeting, 
which,  with  us  in  Boston,  is  quite  equal  to  the  whole  sum  of  admis- 
sion. I  would  respectfully  suggest  for  consideration  some  such  reg- 
ulation as  this :  —From  and  after  date  no  person  shall  hereafter  receive 
the  three  degrees  of  Freemasonry  by  Dispensation,  except  upon  pay- 
ment often  dollars  for  the  three  degrees,  if  at  one  time ;  or  the  sum 
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of  four  dollars  for  each  degree  so  received  separately — the  abbve 
named  fee  in  addition  to  the  regular  fees  for  degrees  in  the  Lodge 
where  proposed ;  and  one  half  of  such  extra  fee  to  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  District  Deputy  for  the  use  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge. 

DISTRICT  DEPUTIES. 

To  the  District  Deputies  are  due  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  their 
*  fidelity,  zeal  and  untiring  watchfulness  of  the  important  trusts  com* 
mitted  to  their  hands.  The  duties  in  every  District  have  been  much 
larger  than  in  any  former  year ;  but  they  have  been  performed  in  ev- 
ery case  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  Many  of  the  Districts 
have  become  by  recent  additions  considerably  enlarged,  but  such  is 
the  prompt  and  efficient  action  of  my  excellent  co-workers,  that  with 
two  single  exceptions,  every  Lodge  has  had  the  pleasure  and  honor 
of  an  official  visit  once,  and  many  have  twice,  and  some  more  often. 
Among  the  country  Lodges  a  custom  is  obtaining  of  inviting  upon 
visitations,  delegations  of  the  Brethren  from  neighboring  Lodges  to 
be  present ;  it  is  an  excellent  custom,  and  productive  of  great  good ; 
and  while  it  always  promotes  social  feelings-^the  fact  that  upon 
these  occasions  many  assemble  around  the  social  board  and  break 
bread  together,  warms  and  stimulates  all  to  higher  and  more  earnest 
action. 

The  Reports  of  the  Deputiesare  all  full,  explicit  and  complete ;  and, 
where  all  are  so  excellent,  special  mention  may  be  deemed  invidious. 
I  have,  therefore,  submitted  them  all  for  your  examination,  and  they 
will  be  printed  at  length  in  our  Annual  Proceedings.  I  trust,  my 
Brethren,  you  will  one  and  all,  feel  equally  grateful  with  me  to  the 
Deputies  when  you  shall  carefully  examine  those  excellent  Reports, 
which  will  inform  you  how  every  Lodge  in  our  jurisdiction  is  work- 
ing. I  herewith  submit  for  your  inspection  a  detailed  report  of  the 
work  of  the  year. 

OUR  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

In  this  department  our  correspondence  is  very  limited.  Our  rela- 
tions with  all  the  Grand  Lodges  are  pleasant,  and  we  are  in  receipt  of 
the  Annual  Proceedings  of  every  Grand  Lodge  in  the  United  States. 
They  are  placed  upon  the  shelves  of  our  Library,  subject  to  the  peru- 
sal of  any  Brother  who  may  desire  to  inspect  them.  They  are  full 
of  information,  but  mostly  of  a  local  character,  and  I  have  deemed  it 
wiser  to  so  refer  the  Brethren  than  to  present  extracts  therefrom. 
To  our  sister  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  we  have  respectfully  referred 
in  another  connexion. 
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.▲  STHOFBIS  OF  WORK. 

130 
16 
11 

Total,  157 

I  have  granted  Dispensation!  for  those  who  have  been  proposed  at 
Regular  Communications ;  in  all  cases  of  the  Lodges,  one  hundred 
and  forty-six. 

Dispensations  to  residents  now  out  of  the  State,  to  receive  the  de- 
grees in  other  jurisdictions,  four. 
Initiations  in  Districts  one  to  twelve, 

1—262.  2—211.  3—217.  4—116.  6—156.  6—146.  7—185. 
8—07.   9—179.   10—160.   11—223.  12—405. 

Under  jurisdiction,  134— making  a  total  of  2,473 — and  Army  re- 
turns, not  yet  in,  probably  75 ;  making  in  round  numbers  above 
twenty-five  hundred. 

Our  whole  number  affiliated  in  Massachusetts,  twelve  thousand  and 
upwards.  For  detailed  condition  of  Lodges  see  District  Deputies  Re- 
ports. 

OFFICIAL  VISITS. 

»  Jan.  4.   Public  Installation  of  the  Officers  of  Liberty  Lodge,  Bev- 

erly. 

Jan.  16.   Visited  Fequossette  Lodge,  Watertown. 
Jan.  20.   Visited  Wyoming  Lodge. 

Jan.  26.  Public  Installation  of  the  Officers  of  Ashler  Lodge,  Rock- 
port. 

March.   Visited  Warren  Lodge,  Amesbury. 

Jlugutt.   Visited  Starr  King  Lodge,  Salem,  under  Dispensation. 

Aug.  9.   Visited  Amity  Lodge,  Danvers,  under  Dispensation. 

Aug.  31.   Visited  Merrimac  Lodge,  Haverhill. 

Sept.   Visited  Old  Colony  Lodge. 

Oct.  10.  In  company  with  Bro.  Moore,  by  invitation  of  the  Dis- 
trict Deputy,  we  visited  St.  Paul's  Lodge  at  Groton.  It  was  the  oc- 
casion of  the  Annual  visit  of  the  District  Deputy,  which,  agreeably 
to  the  custom  with  this  Lodge,  takes  place  in  the  day-time — the 


We  have  now  under  our  jurisdiction, 
Chartered  Lodges, 
Lodges  under  Dispensation, 
Army  Lodges, 
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Lodge  being  assembled  at  high-twelve  at  the  Old  Tavern  at  Groton — 
always  partake  of  an  annual  old  fashioned  substantial  dinner. 

Upon  this  occasion  the  ceremonies  were  of  a  peculiar  and  interest- 
ing character ;  many  old  Masonic  Brothers  were  present,  and  after 
partaking  of  the  substantial  food  a  very  delightful  hour  was  passed 
in  listening  to  the  reminiscences  of  olden  times.  The  Lodge  was 
then  formed  and  proceeded  in  a  body  to  Masonic  Hall  near  by, 
where  we  witnessed  an  exhibition  of  the  Master's  degree,  which  was 
conferred*  in  a  style  of  peculiar  excellence — reflecting  great  credit  up- 
on the  present  officers,  for  the  fidelity  with  which  the  ritual  and  cere- 
monial was  given.  Though  dating  as  far  back  as  1797,  none  of  the 
ancient  fire  is  lost.  The  old  members  were  literally  there,  and  the 
good  old  custom  is  still  retained  for  the  Senior  Deacon  or  some  offi- 
cer to  take  the  new  initiate  and  personally  introduce  him  to  every 
Brother  present. 

Upon  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  we  visited  Caleb  Butler  Lodge, 
at  Groton  Junction — this  is  an  offspring  from  St.  Paul's,  and  is  a  wor- 
thy daughter  of  a  most  excellent  parental  example. 

Both  of  these  Lodges  are  largely  indebted  to  Br.  Bancroft  for  their 
proficiency — and  he  is  rewarded  for  his  faithful  labors  by  the  fact  that 
the  two  Lodges  in  his  native  town  are  a  model  for  the  most  exact  im- 
itation. 

Oct.  11.   Visited  Wm.  Farkman  Lodge,  Winchester. 
Nov.  1.   Visited  Tyrian  Lodge,  Gloucester. 
Nov.  9.   Public  Installation  of  Officers  of  Meridian  Lodge,  Nat- 
ick. 

Nov.  11.  Visited  Winslow  Lewis  Lodge,  Boston,  with  District 
Deputy. 

Nov.  15.   Visited  Belmont  Lodge,  Belmont,  under  Dispensation. 
Nov.  17.   Public  Installation  of  Officers  of  Rural  Lodge,  Quincy. 
Nov.  20.   Visited  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  and  installed  the  Offi- 
cers. 

Dec.  1.  Visited  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  of  Maiden.  A  public 
presentation  of  a  beautiful  Banner,  by  the  ladies  of  Maiden. 

Dec.  6.   Visited  Hope  Lodge,  of  Gardner,  under  Dispensation. 

Dec.  8.  Public  Installation  of  the  Officers  of  Blue  Hill  Lodge, 
South  Canton. 

Dec.  17.   Public  Installation  of  the  Officers  of  Germania  Lodge, 
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Boston,  now  nine  yean  old,  and  in  excellent  condition.  The  Lodge 
is  working  in  the  German  language. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  named  visits,  I  have,  as  far  as  my 
time  would  permit,  visited  the  Lodges  in  and  about  Boston,  making 
about  forty  visits  additional  during  the  past  year. 

THE  GRAND  LODGE  HATE  BEEN*  PRESENT  AT  FUNERALS. 

June  9.   R.  W.  J.  B.  Hammatt,  P.  G.  Warden. 

July  19.  R.  W.  P.  Steam  Davis,  Past  Master  of  Putnam  Lodge, 
East  Cambridge. 

Aug.  4.   R.  W.  Past  Grand  Master  £.  A.  Raymond. 

At  the  Quarterly  Session  in  September  last,  appropriate  action  was 
taken  on  the  above. 

There  have  been  granted  the  following 

DISPENSATIONS  FOR  NEW  L0DGE8. 

Dec.  28,  1863.  Doric  Lodge,  Feltonville.  Philip  E.  Mallay,  W. 
M.— W.  C.  Hardem,  S.  W. — A.  R.  Graves,  J.  W.,  and  12  others. 

Jan.  18,  1864.  Parkman  Lodge  of  Instruction,  at  Newburyport, 
made  up  from  members  of  St.  Mark  and  St.  John's  Lodges. 

Feb.  17.  Hope  Lodge,  at  Gardner.  Charles  Heywood,  W.  M. — 
H.  C.  Hill,  S.  W.— Edward  L.  Sawyer,  J.  W.,  and  4  others. 

March  4.  May  Flower  Lodge,  Mid<Heboro\  J.  Shaw,  W.  M.— 
C.  H.  Carpenter,  S.  W.— R.  B.  Barnes,  J.  W.,  and  5  others. 

March  8.  Belmont  Lodge.  Wm.  B.  Bothomly,  W.  M.— Win. 
W.  Mead,  S.  W.— O.  M.  Homer,  J.  W.,  and  8  others. 

March  11.  Roswell  Lee  Lodge,  Springfield.  E.  W.  Clarke,  W. 
M. — Isaac  D.  Gibbens,  S.  W.— W.  T.  Ingraham,  J.  W.,  and  9 
others. 

AprU  13.  Starr  King  Lodge,  Salem.  6eo.  H.  Pierson,  W.  M.— 
Dana  Z.  Smith,  S.  W.-— Joel  F.  Brown,  J.  W.t  and  19  others. 

May  9.  Wm.  Parkman  Lodge,  Winchester.  Albion  R.  P.  Joy, 
W.  M.-— James  F.  Stone,  S.  W.— Abijah  Thompson,  3d,  J.  W.,  and 
17  others. 

May  24.  St.  James  Lodge,  Mansfield.  W.  G.  Allen,  W.  M.— W. 
B.  Bates,  S.  W.— Wm.  Graves,  J.  W.f  and  20  others. 

July  4.  Star  Lodge,  Athol.  A.  Atwood,  W.  M. — D.  W.  Hough- 
ton, S.  W.— O.  C.  Knox,  J.  W.,  and  23  others. 
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July  14.  United  Lodge,  Huntington.  Joseph  Hutchinson,  W. 
M.— B.  F.  Field,  S.  W.— E.  H.  Lathrop,  J.  W.,  and  15  others. 

Jufy  15.  North  Star,  Ashland.  E.  Holbrook,  W.  M.— J.  E. 
King,  S.  W.— J  H.  Balcom,  J.  W.,  and  13  others. 

Aug.  12.  John  T.  Heard  Lodge,  Ipswich.  John  R.  Baker,  W. 
M.— Jas.  H.  Lakeman,  S.  W.— John  S.  Glover,  J.  W.,  and  10  oth- 
ers. 

Sept.  30.  Fraternal  Army  Lodge— Dispensation  renewed  for  one 
year. 

Dec.  16.   Saggahew  Lodge,  Haverhill.   James  E.  Gale,  W.  M. — 
Daniel  Fitts,  S.  W.— -Charles  W.  Chase,  J.  W.,  and  24  others. 
The  following  are  the 

CHARTERS  GRANTED  BT  GRAND  LODGE. 

Jan.  5,  1864.  Tuscan  Lodge,  Lawrence.  Constituted  and  In- 
stalled the  Onlcers. 

March  15.  Blue  Hill  Lodge,  South  Canton.  Constituted  and  In 
stalled  the  Officers. 

March  18.  Mount  Olivet  Lodge,  Cambridge.  Constituted  and 
Installed  the  Officers. 

March  21.  Pioneer  Lodge,  Somerset.  Constituted  and  Installed 
the  Onlcers. 

June  20.  Eden  Lodge,  Ware.  Constituted  and  Installed  the  Of- 
ficers. 

Sept.  14.  Amity  Lodge,  Dan  vers.  Constituted  and  Installed  the 
Officers. 

PUBLIC  DEDICATIONS  OF  NEW  HALLS. 

Jan.  5,  1864.  Dedicated  a  new  Hall  at  Lawrence,  to  be  occupied 
by  Tuscan  Lodge  and  other  Masonic  Bodies.  A  very  beautiful  room, 
tastefully  decorated  and  furnished  with  a  beautiful  organ. 

March  15.  Dedicated  a  new  Hall  at  South  Canton,  to  be  occu- 
pied by  Blue  Hill  Lodge.   Very  small  but  very  neat  and  appropriate. 

March  18.  Dedicated  a  new  Hall  at  Cambridge,  to  be  occupied 
by  Mount  Olivet  Lodge.  Fitted  up  expressly  for  them  and  very  com- 
modious. • 

March  21.  Dedicated  a  new  Hall  at  Somerset.  A  small  room, 
very  neatly  and  appropriately  fitted  up— reflects  great  credit  upon 
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this  new  Lodge  just  established,  who  have  erected  it  at  their  own 
coat. 

June  15.  Dedicated  a  new  Hall,  with  commodious  ante-rooms, 
for  Hiram  Lodge,  at  West  Cambridge. 

Nov.  3.  Dedicated  a  new  Hall,  and  very  commodious  suits  of 
apartments,  for  Union  Lodge,  of  Dorchester.  The  occasion  was  one 
of  great  interest  as  several  very  old  Masons  were  present ;  some  of 
whom  have  been  members  of  that  Lodge  more  than  fifty  years. 

LOSS  OF  FREEMASONS'  HALL  BT  FIRE. 

Upon  the  night  of  April  fifth,  last  past,  a  destructive  fire  broke  out 
in  the  Winthrop  House,  immediately  under  the  stairway  leading  to  the 
Masonic  Apartments.  The  fire  was  discovered  about  11  o'clock,  by 
Bro.  Geo.  Pike,  deputy  Superintendent.  He,  with  two  other  Breth- 
ren, were  just  leaving  the  building  for  the  night ;  an  alarm  was  im- 
mediately given  to  the  people  in  the  Winthrop  House ;  but  the  flames 
spread  with  such  rapidity,  that  not  a  single  person  passed  oyer  the 
stairway  into  the  Masonic  Apartments,  after  the  alarm.  In  about 
three  hours  the  whole  building  was  consumed,  and  in  place  of  our 
beautiful  Halls  and  convenient  fixtures,  which  were  left  over  night, 
the  morning  found  us  with  only  a  heap  of  smouldering  and  blackened 
ruins. 

With  the  exception  of  the  contents  of  the  Grand  Lodge  safe,  every- 
thing was  either  burned,  lost  or  destroyed. 

All  our  splendid  Regalias,  Pictures,  Library,  Memorials,  and  our 
Organs,  one  of  which  cost  alone  $1800;  all,  a//,  in  one  common  ruin, 
and  with  a  loss  to  the  fraternity  of  uninsured  property  not  less  than 
975,000.  This  was  a  heavy  blow,  not  only  upon  the  Grand  Lodge, 
but  upon  the  Masonic  bodies  of  Boston. 

But  our  ardor  was  not  dampened  nor  our  hope  for  a  moment  dark- 
ened ;  by  eight  o'elock  the  next  morning,  through  the  kindness  of 
our  Bro.  Odd  Fellows,  who  kindly  placed  their  apartments  at  our  dis- 
posal, we  were  enabled  to  hold  our  meetings  without  interruption. 

On  the  eighth  of  April  we  leased  our  present  apartments,  and  in 
the  short  space  of  fourteen  days  they  were  fitted  and  ready  for  occu- 
pancy ;  and  from  the  twenty-fourth  of  April,  all  Masonic  Communi- 
cations have  been  held  in  these  very  commodious  apartments. 

In  this  connexion  I  would  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  of 
sympathy  from  our  Worshipful  Bro.  W.  P.  Preble,  Grand  Master  of 
Maine,  and  with  it  a  valuable  bundle  of  pamphlets,  to  which  I  return- 
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ed  a  suitable  reply.  Also  a  letter  from  Holland  Lodge,  of  New  York 
city ;  a  very  land  offer  from  Bro.  S.  C.  Lawrence,  in  behalf  of  Trustees 
of  Nassau  Hall,  and  also  an  Official  Communication  from  the  Trus- 
tees of  Old  Fulton  Hall,  offering  in  the  most  generous  manner  their 
respective  Halls,  and  accommodations ;  to  all  of  which  suitable  re- 
plies were  returned.  To  our  sister  Institution  of  Odd  Fellows  we  are 
largely  indebted,  for  they  not  only  offered  in  the  most  unqualified 
manner  their  very  commodious  Halls,  when  unoccupied  by  them- 
selves, but  tendered  us  the  use  of  their  smaller  apartments  at  any  and 
all  times ;  offering  to  arrange  their  own  meetings  at  such  times  as 
should  most  convenience  the  Masonic  Institution ;  and  for  which  they 
merit,  and  have,  in  the  most  public  manner,  my  unqualified  and  sin- 
cere thanks,  as  I  know  they  will  have  the  thanks  of  our  Fraternity. 

OUR  NEW  HALL. 

Your  Board  of  Directors  have  selected  a  plan  for  the  outside  of  the 
new  Masonic  Hall,  designed  by  Mr.  Wheelock,  an  Architect  of  Bos- 
ton ;  it  is  at  once  unique,  chaste  and  beautiful ;  and  upon  our  very 
excellent  site  will  form  an  ornament  which  will  be  not  only  a  beauty 
to  the  eye  of  all  the  community,  but  a  matter  of  just  pride  to  mem- 
bers of  our  beloved  Institution.  The  foundations  have  been  securely 
laid  and  finished ;  and  upon  the  fourteenth  of  October  last,  the  Cor- 
ner-Stone was  laid  with  imposing  ceremonies,  calling  out  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  elegant  Masonic  displays  ever  witnessed  on  this 
continent. 

Your  Directors  propose  to  proceed  with  the  erection  as  soon  as  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  prices  of  building  material  will  permit  us  to 
make  contracts  with  safety.  A  complete  description  of  the  laying  of 
this  corner-stone  will  appear  in  the  Annual  Proceedings  of  this  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  that  I  refer  for  the  details. 

OUR  CHARITIES.  « 

This  all  important  branch  of  Masonic  duty  has  the  past  year  re- 
ceived your  continued  and  earnest  attention. 

At  every  Quarterly  Communication  of  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  you  have  placed  to  the  credit  of  your  Charity  Committees  lib- 
eral supplies  of  money,  which  has  been  carefully,  and,  as  I  believe, 
in  all  cases,  judiciously  dispensed.  Many  new  cases  have  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  your  Committees,  and,  whenever  the  case  of 
a  proper  applicant  has  been  presented  in  writing,  vouched  for  by  the 
Master,  and  Wardens  of  the  nearest  Lodge  to  the  place  of  residence  of 
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the  applicant,  or  if  so  vouched  by  some  known  Brother,  it  has  been 
promptly  laid  before  the  Committee,  and  has  received  substantial  aid 
and  assistance.  Many  a  weary  old  Brother  has  found  this  Masonic 
field  in  which  he  labored  in  his  early  life,  in  his  age  and  time  of  need, 
yielded  him  a  rich  harvest ;  many  a  needy  traveller,  sick  and  among 
strangers,  have  found  a  friendly  hand  to  help,  and  often  furnish  the 
means  to  send  him  to  his  destination. 

The  widow  and  orphan  have  not  been  forgotten.  They  have  been 
blessed  with  our  help,  and  kind  sympathy.  And  in  these  Charities 
there  is  a  double  blessing  to  them  whom  kind  Providence  has  permit- 
ted to  be  stewards  of  his  bounty. 

It  is  a  fair  tradition,  one  of  old, 
That,  at  the  Gate  of  Heaven  called  Beautiful, 
The  souls  of  those  to  whom  we  tniniatered 
Oo  earth  shall  greet  ua  as  we  enter  in 
With  grateful  records  of  those  lowly  deeds 
Of  Christian  Charity  wherewith  frnil  man 
Frooers  his  humble  loan  unto  the  Lord. 

May  we  not  so  believe,  since  He  hath  said 

That,  inasmuch  as  it  was  done  to  one 

Of  those  His  little  ones,  'I  was  done  to  Him  T 

Oh,  think,  if  this  be  true,  how  many  eyes 
Whose  weeping  thou  hast  stilled  shall  glisten  there ; 
How  many  hearts  whose  burden  thou  bast  shared, 
And  heavy  feet  whose  steps  were  turned  by  thee 
Back  to  their  homes,  elastic  through  the  joy 
Of  new  found  hope,  and  sympathy  and  love, 
Shall  welcome  thee  within  the  Gates  of  Bliss,— 
The  Golden  City  of  Jerusalem. 

OUR  PROSPECTS 

Are  cheering.  We  hope,  nay,  we  know,  we  shall  go  forward  with 
confidence  and  joy — we  are  a  unit)  and  while  we  have  undertaken 
this  great  work,  let  us  all  remember  that  with  one  purpose,  with  one 
mind,  one  wish,  the  desire  and  will  to  help  each  other,  our  work  shall 
go  bravely  on. 

While  we  work  let  us  all  remember  to  be  thankful  to  our  Heavenly 
Father  for  all  our  blessings,  and  that  in  good  time,  with  patience  and 
perseverance,  all  our'  hopes  shall  be  fully  accomplished.  That  this 
may  be,  let  as  all  earnestly  pray.  So  mete  it  be. 
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On  motion  of  R.  W.  Bro.  Gardner,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  printing  of  the  Constitution*  in  the  next  publica- 
tion of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  be  dispensed  with. 

R.  W.  Brother  Coolidge  offered  the  following  Resolutions,  which 
were  accepted : — 

It  having  pleased  the  Almighty  Disposer  of  events  to  remove  from 
this  life  our  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Brother  Huntoon,  of  Canton,  a  Past 
Grand  Warden  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  we  desire  to  place  upon  our 
Records  a  tribute  of  respect,  however  imperfect  it  may  be,  to  his 
memory. 

He  received  the  degrees  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  in  this  city,  about  the 
year  1819,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death,  a  term  of  more  than 
forty  years,  was  a  much  beloved  and  honored  member  of  our  Fra- 
ternity. 

His  Masonic  Addresses  were  numerous,  and  several  of  them  print- 
ed. On  the  4th  of  July,  1825,  he  delivered  the  Oration,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  laying,  in  Masonic  form,  the  Corner-Stone  of  the  Court  House 
at  Dedham,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk ;  and  in  the  year  1842,  he  pro- 
nounced a  Eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of  the  Rev.  Thaddeus 
Mason  Harris,  Past  Grand  Chaplain  and  Historiographer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  This  last  named  duty,  he  performed  by  invitation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  in  their  presence,  and  in  presence  also  of  the  widow, 
family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 

In  the  course  of  his  life  he  sustained,  with  honor  to  himself,  many 
Masonic  places  of  trust.  In  the  years  1849,  1850,  and  1851,  he  pre- 
sided over  the  Grand  Chapter ;  and,  at  an  earlier  period,  held  the  of- 
fice of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  Grand  Chaplain  in  the 
Grand  Lodge ;  and,  subsequently,  was  elected  Sen.  Grand  Warden 
of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

In  all  the  .relations  of  life  he  has  left  an  example  worthy  of  imita- 
tion. His  genial  temper,  affable  manners,  urbanity,  and  kindness  of 
heart,  secured  to  him  the  respect  and  affection  of  a  large  circle  of 
friends,  who,  while  they  mourn  his  loss,  are  consoled  in  the  belief, 
that  he  is  now  among  those,  of  whom  it  is  said,— "  Blessed  are  the 
dead  who  die  in  the  Lord."  Therefore 

Rtsolved,  That  in  the  death  of  R.  W.  Rev.  Bro.  Benjamin  Hun- 
toon, the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  Fraternity  of  Free- 
masons, have  sustained  the  loss  of  one  dearly  beloved  and  most  deeply 
respected ;  and,  while  we  mourn  his  removal,  we  feel  grateful  that  he 
was  spared  to  us  so  long ;  and  that  we  will  ever  cherish  the  memory 
of  his  virtues,  and  exemplary  character. 
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Boohed,  That  ibis  Preamble  and  Resolutions  be  entered  on  the  Re- 
cord* of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  be  communicated 
to  hi*  family. 

THOMAS  TOLMAN. 
WM.  D.  COOLIDGE. 
J.  W.  DADMDN. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  closed  in 
tmpk  form,  at  half-past  9  o'clock,  when  the  Brethren  present,  moved 
in  procession  to  the  Banqueting  Hall,  where  they  spent  an  agreeable 
hour  in  celebrating  the  Festival  of  their  Patron  Saint. 


REPORTS  OF  DISTRICT  DEPUTIES. 


FIRST  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  William  Pabkman,  Grand  Master  of  Mason* 
in  Massachusetts, — 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  Report,  as  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  the  First  Masonic  District,  for  the  year  which  has  just 
closed. 

I  have  officially  visited  every  Lodge  in  the  District ;  and,  as  requir- 
ed by  the  Constitutions,  have  inspected  their  By-Laws,  Records,  and 
mode  of  Work. 

I  have  also  received  the  Annual  Returns  from  each  of  said  Lodges, 
and,  on  the  18th  of  November  last,  transmitted  the  same  to  the  R. 
W.  Grand  Treasurer,  together  with  all  fees,  due  to  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge,  from  them. 

The  number  of  initiations  has  been  very  large,  but  the  returns  show 
that  all  who  have  applied  have  not  been  admitted,  and  I  am  of  opin- 
ion that  due  care  has  generally  been  observed,  and  that  the  additions 
thus  made  to  our  ranks  have  been  of  such  a  character  as  to  reflect 
honor  upon  our  Ancient  Institution. 

The  Lodges  in  the  District  are  all,  in  my  judgment,  in  excellent 
condition. 

In  all  my  visits,  I  have  been  extremely  gratified  to  observe  the 
same  spirit  prevailing ;  the  most  ready  acknowledgment  of  entire  loy- 
alty to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  and  an  earnest  effort  to 
do  everything  possible  to  promote  the  good  of  Masonry  in  general, 
and  of  the  respective  Lodges  in  particular. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  many  applications  for  Dispensa- 
tions to  confer  two  or  more  degrees  at  one  meeting,  were  granted. 

I  have,  however,  always  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  desirable 
to  waive  the  Constitutional  provisions  on  this  subject  only  in  the  most 
extreme  cases.  The  Worshipful  Masters  of  the  District  have  gener- 
ally agreed  with  me  in  this  opinion,  and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  re- 
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port  that,  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year,  only  two  or  three 
Dispensations  have  been  applied  for. 

My  visits  have  been  to  me,  personally,  a  source  of  very  great  pleas. 
nrev  not  only  on  account  of  the  great  cordiality  and  overflowing  hos- 
pitality with  which  I  have  always  been  received,  bnt  also  on  account 
of  the  excellence  of  the  Work,  and  the  truly  Masonic  spirit  exhibit- 
ed  on  every  occasion. 

I  shall  always  remember,  with  pride  and  pleasure,  my  connection 
with  the  Lodges  of  the  First  Masonic  District. 
Very  respectfully  and  fraternally,  yours, 

SERENO  D.  NICKERSON, 

D.  D.  Q.  M.%  First  Masonic  District. 

Boston,  Dot.  17,  1864. 


SECOND  DISTRICT. 
To  OuU.  W.  Wm.  Parkmam,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts, — 

In  closing  another  year  of  my  official  duties  as  District  Dep- 
uty Grand  Master  for  the  Second  Masonic  District,  I  have  the  honor 
herewith,  respectfully,  to  submit  my  Fifth  Annual  Repoft. 

I  have  during  the  past  year  visited,  officially  or  otherwise,  every 
Lodge  in  my  District,  whenever  and  as  often  as  my  presence  was 
deemed  useful  or  necessary  for  the  encouragement  of  their  officers, 
or  the  promotion  of  their  welfare.  Everywhere  I  have  been  receiv- 
ed with  that  fraternal  kindness  and  cordiality  which  is  the  distinguish- 
ing characteristic  of  the  true  Mason,  and  everywhere  I  have  found 
the  Brethren  zealous  and  loyal. 

The  number  of  Lodges  in  my  District,  as  you  are  aware,  is  eleven, 
working  under  Charters.  To  these,  two  have  recently  been  added 
bj  Dispensation ;  one,  located  in  the  old  and  thriving  town  of  Ipswich, 
and  the  other  in  the  city  of  Salem*  I  am  happy  to  add,  that  these  are 
in  faithful  hands,  and  I  anticipate  for  them  a  prosperous  future. 

The  number  of  affiliated  members  of  the  Lodges  m  the  District  is 
1 155,  and  the  number  of  initiates,  the  past  year,  is  253.  These  two 
facts  will  indicate  to  you,  more  clearly  than  any  words  of  my  own,  the 
present  healthy  and  prosperous  condition  of  the  Lodges  under  my 
charge.  And  when  I  add,  that  to  the  best  of  my  information  and  be- 
lief, **  all  due  care  and  dilligence,"  and  a  just  discrimination,  have 
been  exercised  in  the  selection  and  admission  of  candidates,  I  have 
said  all  that  need  be  said,  in  this  particular,  in  justice  to  the  faithful- 


96 


ness  of  the  officers  of  these  Lodges,  and  to  insure  for  them  your  per- 
sonal thanks,  and  the  continued  confidence  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge. 

It  will  be  gratifying  to  you  to  learn,  as  it  is  peculiarly  so  for  me  to 
say,  that  the  good  old  Masonic  custom  kof  "  reciprocal  visits"  among 
the  Lodges  has  been  revived,  and  has  obtained,  to  a  very  considera- 
ble extent,  throughout  the  District,  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 
They  have  brought  the  Brethren  "  together  in  unity, "  and  while  they 
have  made  them  personally  acquainted  with  each  other,  they  have 
contributed  to  rekindle  and  re-vivify  the  latent  fire  of  fraternal  love, 
in  the  hearts  of  all.  But  beyond  this,  they  afford  the  Brethren  an 
opportunity  for  an  agreeable  and  profitable  interchange  of  thoughts 
and  opinions—*1  to  take  counsel  together1' — to  compare  their  work, 
and  to  discuss  such  minor  topics  of  usage  and  government,  as  are  es- 
sential to  the  right-management  and  well-being  of  their  respective 
Lodges.  So  much  importance  do  I  attach  to  this  practice,  that  I  re- 
commend it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Lodges  in  other  Districts. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  repeated  honors  I  have  received  at  your 
hands,  and  at  those  of  your  honored  predecessor,  and  with  my  best 
wishes  for  your  individual  happiness,  and  the  continued  prosperity  of 
the  M.  W.  GAand  Lodge,  over  which  you  so  worthily  preside, 

I  am,  fraternally  yours,  WILLIAM  SUTTON. 

So/em,  Dee.  14,  1864. 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 

To  M.  W.  Wm.  Fabkmam,  Grand  Master  of  Mason*  in  Massachu- 
setts,— 

The  term  for  which  you  appointed  me  as  District  Deputy  in  the 
Third  District,  is  drawing  near  to  its  close,  and  I  am  reminded  that 
you  expect  an  account  of  my  stewardship,  thereby  enabling  you  to 
judge  of  the  condition  of  the  Lodges  under  my  special  charge. 

I  have  visited  each  of  the  twelve  Lodges  at  least  once  during  the 
year,  some  of  them  several  times,  and  have  to  report,  that  while  some 
consider  themselves,  and  may  be  considered  as  better  than  others  in 
many  respects,  all  are  earnestly  striving  to  stand  in  the  front  rank,  and 
each  shows  an  improvement  since  the  last  year ;  it  would  therefore  be 
invidious  to  particularize,  and  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  say  they 
are  all  in  excellent  condition,  and  only  need  a  better  average  atUnd- 
once,  to  make  them  illustrate  my  idea  of  what  Lodges  ought  to  be. 
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The  following  table,  giving  the  whole  number  of  members,  number 
present  at  time  of  official  visit,  number  of  initiates,  number  of  rejec- 
tions, &c,  will  show  at  a  glance  the  standing  of  the  Lodges,  as  regards 
work  and  attendance. 
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•M.  W.  Grand  Master  present.  Ins.  Installed  Officers.  0  Public  In- 
stallation.    S.  Special  Meeting  at  request  of  Deputy.  tStormy. 

My  predecessor  in  this  District,  has  done  much  to  establish  a  happy 
condition  of  affairs,  and  his  suggestions,  always  of  value,  have  proved 
44  good  seed"  falling  upon  "  good  ground  and  bringing  forth  fruit  in 
abundance." 

The  amount  of  work  done  has  been  very  large,  nearly  doubling  that 
of  any  previous  year,  and  our  District  is  not  exempt  from  the  pres- 
sure for  Masonic  degrees,  which  has  been  so  great  in  other  places, 
and  which  has  given  rise  to  the  query,  "  whether  those  outside  of  the 
Order  will  not  soon  be  the  most  select  body."  Too  much  care  can- 
not be  used  in  scrutinizing  the  character  and  motives  of  those  applying 
for  admission  to  our  Order,  and  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  charge  the 
Tarious  Lodges  in  the  Third  District,  to  select  their  candidates  with 
the  utmost  caution,  ever  bearing  in  mind,  that  the  work  done  in  the 
present,  is  to  be  tried  by  the  future,  and  that  a  time  may  come,  when 
adversity  will  take  the  place  of  our  present  prosperity,  and  the  dark 
cloud  of  ignorance  and  political  persecution  threaten  our  Institution, 

13 
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as  it  has  in  the  part;  that  cloud  mart  pass  over  us  without  harm,  if 
our  candidates  all  bear  within  them  a  love  of  truth,  and  devotion  to 
the  fulfillment  of  freely  assumed  obligations ;  its  lightning  may  flash 
and  threaten,  but  the  tips  of  44  Brotherly  Love,  Relief,  and  Truth,11 
jutting  out  from  faithful  Masonic  breasts,  will  catch  and  conduct  the 
dangerous  sparks,  into  springs  which  will  easily  dissipate  their  vicious 
influence. 

The  large  number  of  rejections,  say  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number  applying,  while  it  speaks  favorably  for  the  care  and  discrim- 
ination of  the  Lodges  as  a  whole,  tells  against  the  judgment  of  indi- 
vidual members. 

I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  member  of  a  Lodge,  to  ascertain 
something  of  the  feeling  of  his  associates,  before  presenting  a  peti- 
tion, and  never  to  present  one  where  the  chances  are  against  its  re- 
ceiving favorable  action ;  a  little  attention  to  this  matter,  will  be  apt 
to  save  some  unpleasant  feelings  within  the  Lodge,  and  much  scan- 
dal without. 

In  the  matter  of  Dispensations,  as  in  everything  else,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  carry  out  your  wishes,  believing  it  to  be  more  within  the 
*  line  of  my  duty  to  carry  out  the  plans  of  my  superior,  than  to  develop 

plans  of  my  own,  even  though  I  may  be  considered  by  some  as  in  the 
possession  of  a  44  Constitutional  right?'  to  act  somewhat  independently. 

I  called  the  attention  of  the  Masters  of  the  various  Lodges,  to  that 
portion  of  your  address  touching  upon  Dispensations,  giving  my  views 
more  fully,  and  am  happy  to  say  that  they  have  all,  as  I  believe,  en- 
deavored to  assist  me  in  the  performance  of  this  most  difficult  part  of 
my  duty ;  in  spite  of  their  endeavors  and  mine,  I  find  that  I  have 
granted  twenty-eight  Dispensations  during  the  year,  and  all  of  them 
for  apparently  44  sound  and  urgent  reasons,"  as  may  be  seen  by  re- 
ference to  letters  on  file. 

Of  these  twenty-eight,  ten  were  for  balloting  and  conferring  de- 
grees at  special  meetings,  where  the  petitions  had  been  regularly  re- 
ceived and  referred ;  the  remaining  eighteen,  for  shortening  time  be- 
tween degrees  simply.  All  application  for  receiving  petitions  at  spec- 
ial meetings  have  been  refused. 

I  have  yielded  to  custom,  rather  than  to  my  own  convictions  of  the 
right,  in  granting  Dispensations  to  ballot,  on  the  applications  of  soldiers 
home  on  furlough,  or  those  first  joining  the  army,  and  trust  that  the 
time  is  near  at  hand,  when  Dispensations  for  balloting,  44  like  angeb 
visits  to  earth  will  be  few  and  far  between ;"  when  the  Lodges  will 
follow  the  custom  of 44  Ancient  York,"  at  Lowell,  and  decline  to  receive 
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a  petition,  when  they  know  a  Dispensation  is  expected  for  a  ballot 
thereon. 

I  submit  herewith  a  statement  of  the  Dispensations,  which  have 
been  granted. 

St.  Paul's  Lodge,  Groton.  To  confer  2d  and  Sd  degrees  upon 
one,  home  on  furlough. 

Corinthian  Lodge,  Concord.  To  ballot  and  confer  degrees  on 
one,  going  away  for  health ;  to  confer  2d  and  3d  degrees  upon  two, 
and  3d  degree  upon  one ;  two  civilians,  called  away  from  home,  and 
one  from  army  on  furlough. 

Aurora  Lodge,  Fitchburg.  To  ballot  and  confer  degrees  upon 
one,  home  on  furlough ;  to  confer  2d  and  3d  degrees  on  two,  home  on 
furlough. 

Merrimack  Lodge,  Haverhill.  To  ballot  and  confer  degrees  on 
two,  (one  rejected,)  home  on  furlough ;  to  confer  2d  and  3d  degrees* 
on  two,  home  on  furlough. 


Pentucket,  Lowell.  To  ballot  and  confer  degrees  on  one,  (re- 
jected,) home  on  furlough ;  to  confer  2d  and  3d  degrees  on  one,  and 
3d  degree  on  one,  home  on  furlough; 

St.  Matthew's,  Andover.  To  ballot  and  confer  degrees  on  one, 
home  on  furlough ;  to  confer  3d  degree  on  one,  home  on  furlough ; 
to  confer  2d  degree  on  one,  work  for  official  visit. 

Grecian  Lodge,  Lawrence.  To  confer  3d  degree  on  one,  work 
for  official  visit. 

Ancient  York  Lodge,  Lowell.  To  confer  2d  and  3d  degrees  on 
two,  home  on  furlough ;  to  confer  3d  degree  on  one,  leaving  the  State. 

Caleb  Butler,  Groton  Junction.  To  ballot  and  confer  degrees 
on  one,  home  on  furlough ;  to  confer  2d  degree  on  one,  work  for  offi- 
cial visit. 

Wilder,  Leominster.  To  confer  2d  and  3d  degrees  on  one,  home 
on  furlough. 

John  Hancock,  Methuen.  To  ballot  and  confer  degrees  on  one, 
home  on  furlough. 

Tuscan,  Lawrence.  To  ballot  and  confer  degrees  on  one,  home 
on  furlough ;  to  ballot  and  confer  degrees  on  one,  leaving  the  State. 

One  of  the  first  duties  which  I  had  officially  to  perform,  was  to  in- 
vestigate the  claims  of  the  Brethren  at  Gardner,  for  a  Lodge  in  that 
place.   I  visited  Fitchburg  and  had  an  interview  with  the  members 
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of  Aurora  Lodge,  having  jurisdiction  over  the  petitioners,  and  being 
fully  satisfied,  approved  the  petition. 

The  Dispensation  was  duly  granted,  and  though  the  Lodge  is  as- 
signed to  another  District,  I  am  happy  to  learn,  that  a  thriving  organ- 
ization has  been  started. 

My  last  official  duty,  was  to  approve  the  petition  of  Brethren  at 
Haverhill,  for  a  new  Lodge  in  that  town.  The  towns  surrounding 
Haverhill,  combined  with  its  own  industrious  population,  open  such 
a  wide  field  for  Masonic  labor,  that  the  earnest  appeal  of  zealous 
Masons,  seconded  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  Merrimack  Lodge,  could 
not  be  withstood. 

In  conclusion,  accept  my  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  in  select- 
ing me  as  your  representative,  and  for  the  opportunity  thus  afforded 
for  social  and  fraternal  intercourse  throughout  the  District. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lowdl,  December,  1864.  W.  F.  SALMON. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Milfosd,  Dec.  24, 1864. 
To  iht  M.  W.  William  Farkman,  Grand  Matter  of  Masons  in  Mom- 
sachasetts — 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  third  Annual  Report  as 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  District  No.  4.  And  I  am  able  to 
state  that  all  the  Lodges  within  my  jurisdiction,  have  been  during  the 
year  which  is  now  closing,  in  a  prosperous  and  thriving  condition. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  report  that  peace  and  harmony  pre- 
vail among  the  members  of  the  Fraternity ;  that  the  various  Lodges 
are  presided  over  by  discreet  officers,  and  their  affairs  are  conducted 
with  much  propriety. 

There  have  been  many  applications  for  Dispensations  to  confer  the 
degrees  of  Masonry  upon  candidates  in  less  time  than  is  required  by 
the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  All  such  applications  that  came  with- 
in my  province  I  have  granted.  One  hundred  and  seventeen  candi- 
dates have  been  initiated  during  the  past  year ;  an  increase  of  forty- 
three  over  last  year. 

In  closing  this  Report  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  which  have  been  accorded  to  me  in  visiting  the  Lodges  in 
this  District.    I  remain,  Fraternally  yours, 

CHESTER  L.  CHAMBERLLN, 

D.  D.  O.  Master  of  ike  Fourth  Masonic  District. 
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FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

East  Weymouth,  Dec.  27, 1864. 
M.  W.  William  Parkman,  G.  M.  of  the  G.  Lodge  of  Mass  — 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother— The  time  having  arrived  at  which  you  will 
expect  a  report  of  my  official  action  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  the  Fifth  Masonic  District,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
brief  Report : — 

I  have  visited  each  of  the  Lodges  under  my  jurisdiction  (most  of 
them  with  a  full  suit,)  and  find  them  all  in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 
I  very  much  doubt  whether  any  of  my  colleagues  on  the  Board  of  Dist. 
Deputies  have  had  a  more  agreeable  duty  to  perform  than  has  fallen 
to  me.  The  Junior  Grand  Lecturer  has  honored  the  delegation  by 
his  presence  on  many  of  my  visitations. 

The  Lodges  in  my  District  return  seven  hundred  and  five  members, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  initiations,  as  the  following  table  will 
show : — 


Lodges. 

Members. 

Initiates. 

Old  Colony, 

69 

14 

Paul  Revere, 

86 

31 

Rural, 

102 

15 

Orient, 

43 

9 

Blue  Hill, 

20 

6 

Plymouth, 

69 

12 

Rising  Star, 

70 

15 

John  Cutler, 

53 

11 

Norfolk  Union, 

38 

9 

Corner  Stone, 

29 

9 

Orphan's  Hope, 

126 

25 

705 

156 

You  will  perceive  that  the  number  of  initiates  exceeds  that  of  last 
year  by  sixty,  and  although  the  number  that  has  been  received  is  large, 
yet  I  am  satisfied,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  that  extraordinary  care  has 
been  taken  to  admit  none  except  those  worthy  of  the  distinguished 
honor. 

I  have  had  several  applications  for  Dispensations  to  shorten  the 
time  required  by  the  Constitutions  in  conferring  the  degrees ;  in  most 
cases  it  |has  been  when  the  candidate  was  about  to  enter  the  service 
of  his  country ;  in  such  instances  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  grant 
them. 
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It  seems  proper  that  I  should  make  particular  mention  of  Blue 
Hill  Lodge  in  this  Report ;  a  Charter  having  been  given  them  in 
March  last,  you  may  be  assured  that  under  its  very  efficient  head  the 
Lodge  will  certainly  meet  with  success. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred  by  appointing  me  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  the  Lodges  for  the  courtesy  with  which 
they  have  received  me  as  your  representative, 
I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  Fraternally, 

JOHN  P.  LOVELL. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT. 
To  the  M.  W.  William  Parkman,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 

of  Massachusetts — 

In  making  my  returns  to  the  Grand  Lodge  it  is  appropriate  that  I 
should  give  you  a  brief  statement  of  the  condition  of  my  District. 

"  Harmony  being  the  strength  of  all  institutions,  more  particularly 
this  of  ours,"  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  peace  ond  harmony 
throughout  our  borders.  My  official  visits  have  been  rendered  exceed- 
ingly pleasant  by  the  kind  and  courteous  manner  in  which  I  have  been 
received  in  all  the  Lodges  of  my  District. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  Masonic  Institution,  at  the  present  time, 
is  an  occasion  of  deep  solicitude  on  the  part  of  every  lover  of  the  Or- 
der. In  1859  the  number  of  initiates  in  the  6th  District  was  thirty- 
three.  This  year  the  number  is  one  hundred  and  forty-six,  not  in- 
cluding those  initiated  in  the  Lodges  under  Dispensation.  This  is  a 
large  increase  within  the  short  space  of  five  years,  and  yet  I  believe 
the  Lodges,  generally,  have  exercised  due  caution  in  admitting  candi- 
dates. For  example,  Morning  Star  Lodge,  Worcester,  received  sev- 
enty-three applications,  thirty-seven  of  which  were  rejected.  Cer- 
tainly this  is  one  evidence  that  due  inquiry  was  made  into  the  charac- 
ter of  the  applicants.  It  has  been  my  special  care  to  urge  the  Lodges 
not  to  admit  any  but  good  men  and  true. 

Three  new  Lodges  have  been  formed  in  the  District  during  the  past 
year: — Eden  Lodge,  Ware;  Doric  Lodge,  Feltonville,  and  Hope 
Lodge,  Gardner.  The  latter,  it  strikes  me,  should  be  in  the  10th,  or 
3d  District.  Two  Lodges,  Eden,  at  Ware,  and  Hayden,  at  Brook- 
field,  have  obtained  Charters,  and  have  been  duly  constituted  by  the 
Grand  Lodge.   All  of  these  Lodges  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Of  the  other  Lodges  it  is  hardly  necessary  that  I  should  speak  in 
detail,  when  all  are  striving  to  stand  by  the  ancient  land-marks  of  the 


103 


Order.  In  our  prosperity  may  we  humbly  depend  upon  the  Supreme 
Architect  and  Builder  of  the  Universe. 

I  remain,  Fraternally,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DADMUN,  D.  D.  O.  M.  6tfc  District. 
Roxbury,  Nov.  30,  1864. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 
To  ffteM.  W.  William  Pakkman,  Esq.,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Massachusetts — 

Sir — Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual 
Report. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  am  able  to  say  that  all  the  Lodges 
in  this  District  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  At  no  time  during  the 
several  years  which  I  have  held  the  office,  have  I  found  a  greater  de- 
gree of  interest  prevalent  in  the  District,  generally,  than  during  the 
present  year.  • 

Notwithstanding  the  unsettled  state  of  everything  affecting  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  the  number  of  Masons  made  in  the  7th  District  largely 
exceeds  any  previous  year  under  my  observation ;  and  I  think  I  may 
ssSeiy  add,  that  the  work  has  been  well  done,  and  more  strictly  in 
conformity  with  instructions  given  by  the  Grand  Lecturers  than  ever 
before. 

I  have  personally  visited  the  several  Lodges  in  the  District ;  some 
of  them  several  times,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  have  examined  the  Charters,  By-Laws  and  Records, 
and  seen  much  of  the  Work  which  has  been  generally  of  the  most  grat- 
ifying character. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  initia- 
tions in  the  ten  Chartered  Lodges.  Amount  due  the  Grand  Lodge 
six  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars. 

The  two  Lodges  under  Dispensation,  viz: — Mayflower  and  St. 
James,  are  doing  well,  and  bid  fair  to  become  prosperous  Lodges. 

The  number  of  affiliated  Masons  in  the  7th  District  at  the  present 
time  is  over  eleven  hundred. 

In  connection  with  this  Report  it  seems  proper  that  I  should  say, 
that  being  absent  from  the  State  much  of  the  time  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  the  Regalia  and  other  property  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  in  my  possession  as  District  Deputy,  was  unfortunately  in  your 
Office  at  the  time  of  the  memoratle  fire  in  April  last,  and  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  Regalia  has  since  been  provided. 
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In  closing,  I  again  take  the  opportunity  to  thank  you  for  the  honor 
conferred  upon  me,  and  most  respectfully  decline  a  reappointment. 
Wishing  you  long  life  and  true  happiness,  I  remain, 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  M.  COOK. 

Foxboro,  JSTov.  28,  1864. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  William  Parkman,  Esq.— 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — The  time  has  arrived  when  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  render  an  account  of  the  Stewardship  to  which  you  was  pleas- 
ed to  call  me  one  year  ago,  and  for  the  honor  of  which,  and  the  confi- 
dence and  friendship  implied,  you  will  permit  me  to  tender  my  sincere 
thanks. 

In  making  my  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  Lodges  in  this 
District,  I  have  but  little  to  communicate  in  addition  to  that  of  my 
last,  as  nothing  has  transpired  out  of  the  usual  course  of  things  worthy 
of  note.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say,  that  so  far  as  regards  the 
unity,  peace  and  fraternity  of  the  Brotherhood,  and  their  fidelity  and 
devotion  to  the  Masonic  Institution,  44  all  is  well.11 

Notwithstanding  the  war,  still  raging  in  the  land,  has  engaged  so 
much  of  the  attention  of  the.  public  mind;  and  notwithstanding  the  in- 
tense excitement,  attending  the  recent  Presidential  campaign  through 
which  we  have  passed,  and  which  tended  to  alienation  and  ill-feeling, 
no  interest  in  the  war,  however  absorbing,  has  seemed  to  have  lessen- 
ed in  any  degree  the  intense  interest  of  the  Lodges  in  Masonry ;  nor 
has  any  of  the  strange  fire  of  political  excitement  been  suffered  to 
kindle  upon  their  altars  to  alienate  fraternal  friendship,  and  to  disturb 
the  harmony  and  kind  fellowship  which  should  ever  distinguish  Ma- 
sonic Brothers. 

In  this  District  an  unusually  large  proportion  of  the  younger  men  in 
the  community  have  been  absent  the  past  year — some  at  sea,  some 
in  the  army  and  navy— and  yet  the  number  of  applicants  who  have 
been  accepted,  has  been  more  than  equal  to  that  of  former  years. 
The  whole  number  is  ninety-nine,  viz:  Union  Lodge,  Nantucket, 
eleven;  Pilgrim,  Harwich,  twenty-six;  King  Hiram,  Province  town, 
fifteen;  Fraternal,  Hyannis,  eight;  Marine,  Falmouth,  four;  Mt. Ho- 
reb,  West  Harwich,  twenty-one,  and  Martha's  Vineyard,  Tisbury, 
eight.  # 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  that  three  of  the  Lodges  have  done 
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a  large  amount  of  work ;  especially  the  two  within  the  territorial  limits 
of  the  town  of  Harwich.  So  far  as  the  increase  of  numbers  is  con* 
cerned,  these,  and  most  of  the  Lodges  in  this  District,  may  be  said  to 
have  enjoyed  what  is  called  a  high  degree  of  prosperity  the  past  year. 
But  I  have  long  been  somewhat  fearful  that  this  kind  of  prosperity 
might  prove  in  the  end  of  no  real  value,  if  not  a  serious  injury  to  our 
Lodges,  and  to  the  good  reputation  of  Masonry.  I  have  felt  there 
was  danger  in  making  Masons  so  fast,— in  making  Masonry  so  com- 
mon, — and  that  there  was  no  little  fallacy  in  the  idea  entertained  by 
some,  that  Masonry  being  a  good  Institution,  no  matter  how  many 
come  into  it,  the  more  the  better,  providing  they  arc  men  of  ordinary 
ood  character.  We  find  in  nature  that  rapid  growth  is  generally  fol- 
lowed by  early  and  rapid  decay ;  and  it  is  a  question  whether  the  same 
may  not  prove  true  of  Masonic  Lodges. 

Where  so  many,  in  proportion  to  the  mass  of  a  country  community, 
are  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  an  Order,  it  is  hardly  possible  that  all 
should  be  "  worthy  and  well  qualified,"  and  reflect  credit  upon  the 
Masonic  profession.  Some  will  be  induced  to  seek  admission  through 
undue  influence  of  friends ;  some  from  motives  of  curiosity,  or  of 
mere  selfishness.  And  however  unexceptionable  their  general  moral 
character,  will  be  likely,  in  the  end,  to  prove  very  poor,  if  not  very 
troublesome  Masons.  I  have  therefore  made  it  a  matter  of  special 
duty  in  my  official  visit  to  those  Lodges  that  have  done  a  large  amount 
of  work,  to  utter  a  word  of  caution  to  the  Brethren ;  to  counsel  them 
to  exercise  the  utmost  care  as  to  who  they  receive  to  the  honors  of 
Masonry ;  and  in  all  cases  to  consider  well  these  questions  in  reference 
to  every  applicant — not  is 'he  man  of  ordinary  good  character,  against 
whom  nothing  in  particular  can  be  said — but  is  he  a  man  of  sterling  in- 
tegrity, and  moral  worth  ?  Will  he  make  a  good  Mason,  and  a  true 
and  faithful  Brother  ?  and  then  act  accordingly.  I  have  instructed 
them  that  Masonry  is  a  privilege  conferred  upon  whomsoever  we  will, 
and  not  a  right  to  be  demanded  by  whosoever  may  choose ;  and  that  it 
is  not  every  man  of  general  good  moral  character  that  will  make  a 
good  Mason,  and  a  good  Masonic  Brother.  How  far  this  will  meet 
your  approval  I  know  not,  but  I  prize  Masonry  very  highly,  and  I 
have  felt  that  the  Institution  was  in  peril  from  this  rapid  increase  of 
numbers,  and  therefore  taken  the  liberty  to  counsel  as  above. 

In  my  official  visits,  last  year,  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Lodges  to 
a  more  general  practical  knowledge  of  the  work,  and  urged  the  impor- 
tance of  every  Mason  perfecting  himself  in  the  ritual  of  Masonry. 
And  I  am  happy  to  say  that  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in 
14 
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this  respect ;  that  more  interest  is  felt  in  the  matter  by  the  members  in 
general,  who  have  heretofore  been  content  with  simply  the  signs,  words 
and  tokens ;  and  that  a  commendable  effort  is  being  made  in  most  of 
the  Lodges  to  acquire  Masonic  knowledge,  which  promises  well  for 
the  future. 

Renewedly  thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  my  appointment,  I  remain. 
Fraternally  and  truly  yours, 

R.  S.  POPE,  D.  D.  O.  M.  8th  Masonic  Dirtrict. 


NINTH  DISTRICT. 
To  the  M.  W.  William  Parkman,  Esq.,  Grand  Mailer  of  the  Grand 

Lodge  of  F.  if  A.  M.  of  (he  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts— 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — Another  Masonic  year  draws  to- 
wards its  close,  and  having,  in  the  execution  of  the  commission  de- 
volved upon  me  by  your  appointment  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Mas* 
ter,  visited  the  Lodges  in  this,  the  Ninth  District,  and  discharged  the 
duties  of  my  office,  according  to  my  ability,  I  herewith  submit  a  brief 
Report  of  the  condition  of  these  Lodges. 

The  geographical  extent  of  this  District,  as  you  are  aware,  is  very 
large — and  it  may  be  a  question  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  di . 
vide  it — rendering  necessary  a  good  deal  of  travel,  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  considerable  time,  to  visit  all  the  Lodges.  Still,  I  have  visited 
every  chartered  Lodge  in  the  District,  during  the  year,  and  some  of 
them  several  times,  (nearly  all  more  than  once,)  and  have  always,  and 
everywhere,  been  welcomed  and  received,  as  your  representative,  cor- 
dially, and  with  all  the  courtesy  and  attention  which  is  due  to  the  of- 
fice. At  the  time  arranged  for  the  annual  official  visit  to  Cincinnatus 
Lodge,  at  Great  Barrington,  I  was  absent  from  the  State,  and  R.  W 
Bro.  L.  H.  Gamwell,  Grand  Lecturer,  very  kindly  made  the  visit  for 
me,  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner,  and  making  a  full  written  report  of 
the  same.  • 

|k  I  believe  I  may  say  that  the  Lodges,  without  exception,  are  enjoying 
that  harmony  which  is  the  strength  of  all  Institutions ;  that  the  mem- 
bers meet  upon  the  Level,  and  are  generally  endeavoring  to  walk  up- 
rightly in  their  several  stations,  squaring  their  actions  by  the  principles 
of  morality  and  virtue. 

A  very  commendable  zeal  also  prevails  among  them,  to  perfect 
themselves  in  the  work,  ritual  and  lectures  of  the  Degrees,  and  most 
of  them  are  very  accurate,  and  will,  I  am  sure,  compare  favorably 
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with  any  Lodges  in  the  State.  Last  year  I  had  occasion  to  remark 
that  two  or  three  of  them  are  not  quite  up  to  the  standard  I  desired 
in  this  respect,  but  that  they  were  endeavoring  to  perfect  themselves, 
and  would  succeed.  My  prediction  is  being  verified.  Two  of  them 
have  made  very  decided  progress,  and,  I  am  confident,  will  not  stop 
short  of  the  mark.  One  of  the  Lodges  in  Berkshire  County,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  is  still  vtry  deficient.  In  point  of  numbers,  and  charac- 
ter of  its  members,  it  stands  high.  But  it  seems  to  have  lacked  in  in- 
telligent young  men,  who  had  the  time  or  the  disposition,  to  take  hold 
and  perfect  themselves  in  the  work,  and  it  has  therefore  devolved  upon 
elder  men,  who  cannot  so  readily  commit,  and  easily  adapt  themselves 
to  the  present  authorized  work.  A  new  set  of  officers  have  just  been 
installed  however,  who  promise  to  take  hold,  of  the  matter  in  earnest. 

The  additions  to  the  membership  of  the  Lodges  by  initiation  have 
been  very  large,  exceeding  in  the  District,  by  eleven,  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  when  it  was  larger  than  in  any  former  year.  The  follow- 
ing table,  giving  the  name  and  location  of  all  the  chartered  Lodges  in 
the  District,  will  show  the  number  of  initiates  in  each,  during  the  last 
and  present  year,  and  also  the  date  of  my  official  visit  to  them  the 
present  year: — 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Location. 

Number  of  Initiates. 

Date  of  Offi- 

1868. 

1864. 

cial  Visit 

Cmcinnatus, 

Great  Barrington, 

9 

12 

November  10 

Evening  Star, 

Lee, 

4 

8 

October  12 

Lafayette, 

North  Adams, 

5 

15 

October  13 

Wisdom, 

W.  Stockbridge, 

8 

12 

October  27 

Thomas, 

Palmer, 

21 

15 

October  81 

Mystic, 

Pittefield, 

6 

13 

November  9 

Hampden, 

Springfield, 

84 

58 

November  1 

Mt.  Moriah, 

Westfield, 

24 

27 

November  2 

Berkshire, 

South  Adams, 

6 

8 

November  7 

Day  Spring, 

Monson,' 

7 

11 

October  31 

Total, 

168 

179 

This  shows  the  total  number  of  initiates  for  the  year  to  be  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine.  It  will  be  noticed  that  every  Lodge  in  the 
District,  but  two,  increased  their  work  over  the  previous  year.  One 
of  these  two,  Hampden,  at  Springfield,  had  its  field  of  operations  cur- 
tailed within  the  year  by  the  organization  of  a  new  Lodge,  under  Dis- 
pensation, in  that  city,  that  covers  part  of  the  ground  formerly  occupied 
by  it.   From  a  careful  inquiry  and  examination  I  cannot  but  believe 
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that,  generally,  *  careful  scrutiny  has  been  exercised  in  the  admission 
of  members,  and  yet  I  feel  that  we  are  in  very  great  danger  of  erring, 
if  we  do  not  already  err,  in  not  being  sufficiently  careful  and  guarded 
in  the  recommendation  of  candidates  for  the  Degrees. 

The  new  Lodge  under  Dispensation  at  Springfield,  alluded  to  above, 
(Roswell  Lodge)  I  have  not  visited.  The  location  being  fifty  miles 
from  my  place  of  residence,  and  the  regular  communications  being 
held  on  Saturday  evening,  I  could  not  visit  them  on  those  evenings 
without  compelling  my  absence  over  the  Sabbath,  at  considerable  ex- 
pense. When  making  my  official  visits  to  the  Lodges  in  that  vicinity, 
I  invited  the  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Lodge  to  call  an  extra  meet- 
ing ;  but  the  time  proposed  was  not  convenient  for  them.  Subsequent- 
ly in  a  letter  to  the  Master,  a  few  days  since,  I  named  another  time 
when  I  could  meet  them,  but  at  the  present  writing  I  have  received  no 
reply.  I  hear,  however,  from  members  of  the  new  Lodge,  and  others, 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done,  and  that  it  is  done 
with  great  accuracy.  I  presume  the  number  initiated  in  the  Lodge, 
added  to  those  in  Hampden,  would  make  the  number  made  in  the  city 
equal  to  what  it  was  the  previous  year.* 

A  Dispensation  was  granted  by  you  during  the  summer  for  a  new 
Lodge  at  Huntingdon.  Considerable  delay  was  occasioned  by  the 
Dispensation  having,  by  mistake,  been  mis-sent,  and  when  last  I  heard 
the  Lodge  had  not  got  in  working  condition. 

Applications  for  Dispensations  to  confer  degrees  without  waiting  the 
usual  time,  have  continued  to  be  made,  though  not  in  such  number  as 
during  the  preceding  year.  Where  good  reasons  appeared  therefor, 
I  have  granted  them ;  but  have  refused  any  for  receiving,  or  acting 
upon,  petitions  out  of  the  usual  time  or  course,  referring  them  to  you. 
Permit  me  to  suggest,  that  as  your  personal  visitation  of  many  of 
the  Lodges  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  has  been  conducive  of  so 
much  gooc) ;  so,  I  am  sure,  could  you  find  it  convenient  to  visit  all 
the  Lodges  in  this  District,  much  good  would  result  therefrom ;  new 
interest  and  zeal  would  doubtless  be  incited ;  the  Brethren  would  be 
encouraged,  and,  I  can  assure  you,  you  would  be  received  by  warm 
fraternal  hearts  and  open  arms. 

Allow  me,  as  we  verge  upon  the  close  of  the  second  year  of  your 
Grand  Mastership,  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  universal  harmony 


•Since  writing  the  above  1  hnve  visited  this  Lodge,  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  12, 
when  1  saw  a  part  of  its  otficera  work  in  the  firnt  Degree,  very  satisfactorily. 
Up  to  that  time  they  had  initiated  thirty-one  candidates. 
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prevailing,  and  the  satisfaction  which  everywhere  exist*  within  the 
jurisdiction,  at  the  administration  of  the  affairs  thereof.  During  the 
year,  our  beautiful  house  has  been  burned  by  fire ;  bnt  you  have  been 
permitted  to  lay  the  corner-Hone  of  a  new  one,  under  the  most  favora- 
auspices,  and  may  you  be  permitted  to  see  it  successfully  reared  to 
the  cap-done,  and  in  the  completion  and  perfection  of  its  beautiful 
design—'*  the  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be  greater  than  that  of 
the  former." 

In  closing  my  Report,  I  desire  to  tender  you  my  sincere  thanks  for 
the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  this  appointment,  and  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  those  Masonic  Brethren  who  have  accompanied  me  in 
many  of  my  official  visits,  and  aided  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties 
on  these  occasions.  While  I  trust  these  visits  have  not  been  without 
some  marked  advantages  to  the  Lodges  themselves,  in  inciting  a  re- 
newed interest,  stimulating  them  to  the  exercise  of  greater  care  and 
more  precision  in  the  work,  and  encouraging  them,  as  I  hope,  to  more 
zeal  and  activity  in  the  discharge  of  their  Masonic  duties,  they  have 
been  to  me  a  source  both  of  pleasure  and  instruction. 
With  great  respect  and  esteem,  yours  fraternally, 

HENRY  CHICKERING,  D.  D.  O.  M.  9th  District. 


TENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  the  M.  W.  Wm.  Parkman,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 

F.  and  A.  M.  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,— 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  Report  to  you  that  all  the  Lodges  in  the 
Tenth  District  have  maintained  the  grand  standard  during  the  past 
year,  and  have  made  considerable  progress  in  the  improvement  of 
their  work.  I  have  transmitted  to  our  Grand  Treasurer  Returns  from 
all  the  Lodges  of  the  District  with  their  dues.  \ 

Owing  to  the  state  of  my  health  I  regret  to  say  I  have  found  it  im- 
possible to  give  as  much  attention  to  the  Lodges  in  the  District  as 
could  be  desired ;  but  all  of  them  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
And  now  at  the  close  of  this  my  third  year  of  service,  thanking  you 
for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me,  and  for  your  uniform  kindness  and 
assistance  while  holding  this  responsible  position,  I  beg  leave  to  de- 
cline a  reappointment. 

1  am,  Fraternally,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  P.  GRAVES,  D.  D.  G.  M.  10th  Dut. 

Greenfield,  Dec.  10, 1864. 
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ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

M.  W.  Wm.  Parkman,  Esq.,  Grand  Master,  fyc.fyc. 
•    Dear  Sir  and  Brother — "  Tempus  fugit,"  and  forcibly  reminds 
me  that  the  day  of  probation  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close,  also  the  year 
for  which  you  appointed  me  to  the  stewardship  of  the  Eleventh  Ma- 
sonic District,  within  your  jurisdiction. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Lodges  in  the  District  once— some  of  them 
twice  during  the  year. 

The  following  statement  of  the  number  of  members  and  initiates  of 
the  several  Lodges  will  give  you  a  pretty  correct  idea  of  their  present 
condition : — 

Lodges.  Location.        No.  Members.  No.  Initiates* 


Henry  Price, 

Gharlestown, 

93 

SO 

Putnam, 

East  Cambridge, 

66 

15 

Star  of  Bethlehem, 

Chelsea, 

147 

22 

John  Abbot, 

Somerville, 

115 

18 

Mount' Vernon, 

Maiden, 

93 

8 

King  Solomon's, 

Charlestown, 

175 

54 

Wyoming, 

Melrose, 

106 

27 

Hiram, 

West  Cambridge, 

94 

18 

Mount  Horeb, 

Woburn, 

63 

11 

Mount  Hermon, 

Medford, 

96 

20 

Total, 

1048 

223 

Where  there  is  so  much  to  commend  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to 
particularize.  In  all  the  Lodges  a  very  great  interest  is  manifested, 
and  a  laudable  emulation  exists  as  to  "  who  best  can  work  and  best 
agree." 

The  specimens  of  work  exhibited  were,  in  most  of  the  Lodges,  of 
the  highest  character;  I  think,  in  some  of  them,  it  has  never  been  ex- 
celled. 

In  some  of  the  Lodges,  I  find  a  large  proportion  of  the  candidates 
offered,  have  been  rejected ;  in  others,  no  rejections  have  taken  place 
during  the  year.  In  one  Lodge,  thirty-one  candidates  were  offered, 
and  but  one  rejected. 

The  practice  of  the  members  of  the  different  Lodges  in  this  juris* 
diction,  in  preparing  candidates  for  the  honors  of  Masonry,  is  indeed 
very  various:  and  while  some  evidently  consider  that,  "all  is  grist 
that  comes  to  our  mill,"  trusting  almost  entirely  to  the  ballot  box  to 
divide  the  wheat  from  the  tares,  others  observe  the  more,  conserva- 
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tive,  prudent  coarse,  of  plucking  up  the  wheat  only,  leaving  all  the 
tares  to  grow  until  some  Institution, — not  the  Masonic, — shall  weed 
them.  These  different  practices  are  by  no  means  confined  to  the 
Eleventh  Masonic  District,  or  to  Massachusetts,  hut  find  their  imita- 
tors throughout  the  world ;  and  I  have  been  most  forcibly  impressed 
that,  in  this  difference,  may  be  found  much  of  the  difference  so  plainly 
discernible  in  the  character  and  standing  of  the  various  Lodges.  We 
do  not  always  see  from  the  same  stand-point,  or  from  the  same  stand- 
point see  the  same  things.  From  my  view,  I  cannot  help  observing 
that,  in  Lodges  where  there  are  fewest  rejections,  you  will  find  the 
highest  order  of  character ;  and  if  all  our  Brethren  would  resolve, 
and  always  act  upon  the  good  resolution,  never  to  propose  any  man 
for  the  degrees  of  Masonry  that  he  does  not  know,  from  a  long  and 
intimate  acquaintance,  to  be  in  every  respect  worthy,  the  present 
character  of  the  Institution,  high  and  noble  as  it  is,  would  at  once  as- 
cend to  a  higher  plane,  intellectually,  socially,  and  morally. 

In  concluding  this  Report,  permit  me  say,  that  all  the  Lodges  in  the 
Eleventh  District  are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  officers  are  well 
instructed  in  their  duties,  and  take  great  pains  to  perform  them  agree- 
ably to  the  ancient  customs  of  the  Order.  The  membership  is  com- 
posed of  the  best  material,  and  great  interest  taken  to  make  the 
Lodges  worthy  of  the  Institution, — all  working  harmoniously  for  the 
best  interests  of  all  concerned.  The  work  is  all  that  can  be  desired, 
being  that  authorized  by  the  Grand  Lodge — Grand  Lecturers  are  not 
needed  in  this  District. 

Finally,  accept  my  thanks  for  the  distinguished  honor  you  confer- 
red upon  me,  in  the  appointment  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of 
the  Eleventh  Masonic  District,  for  the  past  year.  The  labors  of  the 
station  have  been  made  light,  and  its  duties  pleasant.  My  intercourse 
with  the  Brethren  of  this  part  of  your  jurisdiction,  has  indeed  been 
most  agreeable,  and  I  shall  ever  remember  with  much  pleasure,  this 
portion  of  my  Masonic  career. 
Fraternally  yours, 

SOLON  THORNTON, 

D.  D.  O.  M.  1 1th  Masonic  Dislrid. 


112 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 
To  William  Parkman,  Esq.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodgt 

of  Massachusetts — 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — T  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing Report  of  my  official  proceedings  as  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  the  past  year. 

Beyond  my  regular  annual  visitations  to  the  several  Lodges  in  my 
District,  I  have  been  called  upon  to  perform  no  official  act,  except  the 
occasional  granting  of  Dispensations  for  the  conferring  of  degrees  out 
of  course.  These  Dispensations,  when  applied  for,  have  been  readily 
granted  by  me,  being  myself  fully  satisfied  that  in  no  instance  has  the 
Master  of  any  Lodge  made  the  application  without  good  and  sufficient 
cause. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  name  and  location  of  the  Lodges 
comprising  the  Twelfth  District,  the  date  of  my  annual  visitation,  the 
number  of  contributing  members  of  each,  number  of  applicants  for 
the  degrees,  number  of  initiations,  and  number  of  rejections  in 
each  Lodge,  will  give  you  in  a  condensed  form,  a  general  idea  of 
the  standing  of  the  several  Lodges  under  my  immediate  charge, 
and  will  enable  you  better  to  judge  of  their  condition  and  work- 
ings the  past  year,  than  any  more  elaborate  Report  or  comment  of 
my  own. 


TABLE. 


Date  of 

o.  II 
bers. 

itions 

S 

I 

Name  of  Lodge. 

Location. 

Visitation. 

*i 

Applici 
forD< 

£ 
s 

I 

Aberdour, 

Boston, 

Oct.  13, 

47 

18 

17 

1 

Amicable, 

Cambridge, 

Nov.  17, 

158 

43 

34 

9 

Columbian, 

Boston, 

Nov.  28, 

285 

48 

45 

3 

Dalhousie, 

Newton, 

Nov.  9, 

85 

30 

21 

9 

Gate  of  Temple, 

South  Boston, 

Nov.  3, 

100 

38 

30 

8 

Germania, 

Boston, 

Oct.  24, 

56 

15 

13 

2 

Joseph  Warren, 

Boston, 

Oct.  25, 

153 

54 

40 

14 

Massachusetts, 

Boston, 

Nov.  21, 

174 

92 

75 

17 

Mount  Olivet, 

Cambridge, 

Nov.  17, 

48 

19 

18 

1 

St.  Paul's, 

South  Boston, 

Nov.  18, 

163 

71 

60 

11 

Union, 

Dorchester, 

Nov.  15, 

96 

18 

17 

1 

Washington, 

Roxbury, 

Oct.  26, 

156 

43 

35 

8 

1521 

489, 

405 

84 
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From  the  above  figures  you  will  perceive  that  an  unusual  amount 
of  work  has  been  performed  during  the  year  by  most  of  the  Lodges 
in  the  District,  and  that  all  of  them  are  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous 
condition;  and  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  assuring  you  that  not 
only  are  they  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  state,  but  that  the  utmost 
harmony  and  good  feeling  prevails  among  the  Brotherhood,  and  a 
deep  interest  seems  to  be  felt  by  all,  for  the  honor  and  success  of  our 
Order.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  good  average  attendance  at 
Lodge  meetings  during  the  year,  and  the  officers  of  all  the  Lodges 
have  entered  into  the  work  with  the  utmost  spirit  and  alacrity — al- 
though the  amount  of  labor  performed  by  some  of  them  has  been 
exceedingly  arduous,  and  drawn  very  largely  upon  their  time  and 
powers  of  endurance. 

In  every  instance  of  my  official  visitation,  with  a  single  exception, 
I  have  witnessed  the  specimens'  of  the  work  of  the  visited  Lodge, 
and  while  I  do  not  think  it  proper  in  this  connection  to  mention  the 
name  of  any  particular  IiOdge  as  worthy  of  especial  commendation, 
where  all  work  so  well, — I  cannot  refrain*  from  the  remark  that  there 
is  one  Lodge  in  the  Twelfth  District  whose  work  seemed  to  me  to  be 
of  a  very  superior  character.  The  beauty  and  moral  effect  of  a  Ma- 
sonic degree,  depends  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  manner  and 
bearing— not  only  in  the  officers  engaged  in  conferring  it,  but  upon 
every  member  present — and  the  Lodge  alluded  to,  by  its  strict  atten- 
tion to  the  most  minute  detail  of  the  business  in  hand,  won  my  admi- 
ration, and  exhibited  specimens  of  work  that  I  have  never  seen  sur- 
passed. I  mention  this,  not  for  the  purpose  of  compliment,  but  to 
express  the  hope  that  all  our  Lodges  will  endeavor  to  emulate  each 
other  in  a  strict  attention  to  these  matter  of  detail  in  the  conferring 
of  degrees,  so  that  the  members  themselves  who  may  be  present,  as 
well  as  the  candidate,  may  be  enabled  to  receive  and  enjoy  the  full 
force  and  benefit  of  the  instruction  they  are  intended  to  impart. 

I  deem  it  a  part  of  my  official  duty  to  Report  to  you,  that  the  dis- 
astrous fire  which  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  laid  our  cherished  Ma- 
sonic Hall  in  ruins— destroyed  much  valuable  padperty  belonging  to 
those  Lodges  in  my  District  that  were  accustomed  to  assemble  in  that 
hall,  viz : — Massachusetts,  Columbian,  Joseph  Warren,  Aberdour  and 
Germania.  Among  the  property  thus  destroyed  were  the  Charters 
of  all  the  Lodges  named,  except  that  of  the  Columbian,  one  of  the 
oldest  Lodges  in  the  State,  which  was  fortunately  preserved.  Of  the 
Lodges  thus  deprived  of  their  Charters,  the  Germania  only  had  receiv- 
ed a  new  one  at  the  time  of  my  annual  visitation.  But  being  informed 
15 
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by  the  Marten  of  the  other  Lodges,  that  duplicates  or  fac-similea  of 
their  respective  Charters  were  already  in  the  coarse  of  preparation, 
but  had  been  delayed  by  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the  necessary  sig- 
natures, and  having  myself  personally  examined  the  several  originals 
on  a  former  occasion,  I  did  not  hesitate,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
proceed  in  my  official  examination  without  requiring  the  production  of 
the  written  authority  under  which  those  Lodges  claim  to  work. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  thus  publicly  acknowledge  my  indebt- 
edness to  the  several  distinguished  Brethren  who  kindly  attended  me 
on  my  official  visits,  and  materially  aided  me  in  the  discharge  of  my 
official  duties.  These  visitations  have  been  exceedingly  pleasant  to 
me,  and  I  trust  have  been  productive  of  good  to  the  several  Lodges, 
and  I  close  my  Report,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  by  most  sin- 
cerely congratulating  you,  as  well  as  the  Grand  Lodge,  upon  the  un- 
paralelled  prosperity  now  enjoyed  by  the  Fraternity  throughout  your 
entire  jurisdiction. 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  fraternally  and  very  truly  yours, 
N.  A,  THOMPSON, 

D.  D.  G.M.,  l2tkMa$ameDutmi. 


ASMY  LODGE  NO.  THREE. 

Chelsea,  Afius.,  Jan..  4, 1865. 
To  (he  M.  W.  William  Pabkmam,  M.  H\  G.  Af.  of  M.  W.  Grand 

Lodge  oj  Massachusetts — 

In  the  month  of  September,  1861,  a  Dispensation  was  granted 
by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Coolidge,  to  Bros.  J.  F.  Fellows,  W.  H. 
W.  Hinds,  J.  A.  Greele  and  others,  to  form  and  open  an  Army  Lodge, 
.under  the  name  of  "  United  Brethren  Army  Lodge,  No.  8 and  the 
said  Dispensation  has  been  renewed  to  September,  1864.  Yearly  Re- 
ports were  made  until  September,  1863 ;  since  which  time  no  work  has 
been  done  by  the  Lodge. 

A  communication  of  the  Lodge  was  called  for  Wednesday  evening, 
Feb.  3d,  1864,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  the  degrees  upon  several 
candidates  who  had  been  proposed ;  but  on  the  1st  day  of  the  same 
month  I  was  taken  prisoner  of  war,  and  as  the  Senior  and  Junior 
Wardens  had  been  previously  transferred,  by  promotion,  to  other 
regiments,  no  communication  was  held. 

The  Secretary,  who  had  charge  of  the  funds  of  the  Lodge,  was  also 
taken  prisoner,  and  has  since  died  ft  Charleston,  S.  G.  His  effects 
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were  sent  to  his  wife  at  Baltimore;  and  although  I  have  sent  for  the 
Records  of  the  Lodge,  I  hare  not  yet  received  them. 

I  found  my  papers,  on  my  return  home,  very  much  disarranged,  and 
several  of  them  lost ;  and  I  regret  to  report  that,  after  a  most  dili- 
gent search,  I  am  unable  to  find  the  Dispensation  for  the  Lodge,  and 
fear  that  it  is  lost  with  other  papers  of  value. 

As  it  is  probable  that  I  may  leave  for  the  army  in  a  few  days,  I  send 
yon  this  Report ;  and,  if  successful  in  recovering  the  Dispensation  and 
Records,  will  make  a  supplementary  Report  as  soon  as  possible. 
Fraternally  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  FELLOWS, 
W.  M.  United  Brdhrtn  Army  Lodge,  Ab.  3. 


ARMY  LODGE  NO.  EIGHT. 

Mar  Petersburg,  Pa.,  Dee.  20,  1864. 

Brotbxr  Paekhak — As  Senior  Warden  of  Army  Lodge  No.  8, 
39th  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  ren- 
der an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  our  Lodge  for  the  past  years,  as 
near  as  my  memory  will  serve  me. 

I  should  have  rendered  this  account  at  the  proper  time,  had  I  been 
able  to  procure  the  Secretary's  books  and  papers,  as  he  was  captured 
on  the  18th  of  August  last,  in  the  fight  on  the  Weldon  Railroad,  by 
the  enemy,  and  immediately  after  that  time  the  baggage  of  all  cap- 
tured officers  was  sent  to  Washington  to  be  stored,  and  have  been 
unable  to  find  out  by  writing,  to  which  store-house  the  Secretary's 
valise,  containing  the  Lodge  papers,  has  been  sent,  as  I  was  anxious 
to  procure  them  before  making  our  yearly  Report. 

As  it  was  impossible  to  hold  any  meetings  during  the  fall  of  last 
year,  owing  to  the  movements  of  the  army,  and  having  no  suitable 
place  to  meet  in,  it  was  not  till  December,  1863,  we  held  our  first  reg- 
ular communication ;  and  also  held  them  in  January,  February,  March 
and  April,  1864 ;  and  besides  these  we  had  about  twelve  special  com- 
munications,— our  meetings  occurring  as  often  as  once  a  week,  after 
the  1st  of  January,  1864.  We  held  no  more  communications  after 
April,  as  the  army  moved  early  in  May,  and  have  been  on  the  move 
frequently,  and  so  situated,  that  ever  since,  it  has  been  impracticable 
to  hold  our  communications. 
During  the  months  of  January,  February,  March  and  April,  we  in- 
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itiated  thirty  candidates,  if  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  and  we 
rejected  one  application  to  receive  the  degrees. 

During  the  summer  campaign  we  lost  many  of  the  officers  of  our 
Lodge.  The  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  Deacon,  and  Junior  Stew- 
ard were  killed,  and  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  taken  prisoners. 

All  the  members  now  connected  with  the  Lodge  earnestly  request  a 
renewal  of  the  Dispensation  until  the  1st  of  September  next,  at  which 
time  our  term  of  service  expires. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  fraternally  yours,  &e., 

HENRY  B.  LEIGHTON,  Q.  M.  Sergeant  S9th  Ma*.  Vol., 

and  8.  W.  Army  Lodge  Ab.  8. 

Camp  of  29th  Man.  Vol*.,  mar  Petersburg  Fa.t  Jan.  15, 1865. 
William  Pabkman,  Grand  Matter — Dear  Sir — Agreeably  to  your 
request,  desiring  a  list  of  the  names  of  candidates,  and  dates  of  ini- 
tions ;  I  send  herewith  such  a  list  of  names,  and  the  date  of  conferring 
each  degree ;  this  I  was  able  to  do  very  readily,  as,  since  making  out 
the  last  Report,  I  have  procured  the  Lodge  Records,  and  I  find  that 
we  conferred  the  degrees  on  thirty-nine  candidates,  instead  of  thirty, 
as  I  stated  in  my  Report. 

Accept  my  thanks,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Lodge,  for  once  more  re- 
newing our  Dispensation,  and  trusting  to  be  able  to  promote  the 
tenets  of  our  Institution  in  the  army. 
I  remain  yours,  truly, 

HENRY  B.  LEIGHTON. 

QuarttrmatUr  Sergeant,  99th  Man.  Fob. 


LIST  OF  LODGES 


Under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  accord- 
ing to  Districts : — 

t 

First  District. 

R.  W.  JAMES  A.  FOX,  Boston. 


St.  John's,  Boston,  (1733.) 
St.  Andrew's,  Boston,  (1756.) 
Mount  Lebanon,  Boston,  (1801.) 
Bethesda,  Brighton,  (1819.) 
Monitor,  Waltham,  (1820.) 
Mount  Tabor,  East  Boston,  (1846.) 
Baal  bee,  East  Boston,  (1853.) 


Winslow  Lewis,  Boston,  (1856.) 
Revere,  Boston,  (1857.) 
Pequossette,  Watertown,  (1857.) 
Haromatt,  East  Boston,  (i860.) 
Belmont,  Belmont,  (1865.) 
Parkman,  Winchester,  U.  D. 


District. 

R.  W.  WILLIAM  SUTTON,  Salem. 


Philanthropic,  Marblehead,  (1760.) 
St.  John's,  Newbaryport,  (1766.) 
Tyrian,  Gloucester,  (1770.) 
Essex,  Salem,  (1779.) 
St.  Mark's,  Newburyport,  (1803.) 
Mount  Carmel,  Lynn,  (1805.) 
Jordan,  South  Danvers,  (1806.) 


Warren,  Amesbury,  (1822.) 
Liberty.  Beverly,  (1834.) 
Ashler,  Rockport,  (1853.) 
Amity  i  Dan  vers,  (1864  J 
Star  King,  Salem,  (1864.) 
John  T.  Heard,  Ipswich,  fj. 
Golden  Fleece,  Lynn,  U.  D. 


Third  District. 
R.  W.  WILLIAM  F.  SALMON,  Lowell. 


St.  Paul's,  Groton,  (1797.) 
Corinthian,  Concord,  (1797.) 
Aurora,  Fitchburg.  (1801.) 
Merrimac,  Haverhill,  (1802.) 
Pentucket,  Lowell.  (1807.) 
St.  Matthew's,  Andover,  (1823.) 
Grecian,  Lawrence,  (1835.) 


Ancient  York,  Lowell,  (1853.) 
Caleb  Butler,  South  Groton. 
Wilder,  Leominster,  (1860.) 
John  Hancock,  Metbuen,  (1861.) 
Tuscan,  Lawrence,  (1863.) 
Hope,  Gardner,  (1864  } 
Saggahew,  Haverhill,  U.  D. 


Fourth  District. 

R.  W.  H.  C  SKINNER,  Milford. 


Blackstdne  River,  Bl'kstone,  (1856.) 
Webster,  Webster,  (1858.) 
Oxford,  Oxford,  (1860.) 
John  Warren,  Hopkinton,  (1861.) 
Montgomery,  Milford,  (1797.) 


Olive  Branch,  Sutton,  (179£.) 
Solomon's  Temple,Uibridge,(l8l8.) 
Franklin,  Grafton,  (1853.) 
Mount  Hollis,  Holliston,  U.  D. 
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Fifth  District, 

R.  W.  J.  P.  LOVELL,  East  Weymouth. 


'  Old  Colony,  Hingham,  (1792.) 
Rising  Star,  Stoughton,  (1799.) 
Corner  Stone,  Duxbury,  (1801.) 
Rural,  Quincy,  (1801.) 
Norfolk  Union,  Randolph,  (1819.) 
Orphans'  Hope,  Weymouth,  (1825.) 


Plymouth,  Plymouth,  (1825.) 
Paul  Revere,  North  Bridgewater, 

(1857.) 

John  Cutler,  Abington,  (1860.) 
Orient,  So.  Dedham,  (1862.) 
Blue  Hill,  Canton,  (1864.) 


Sixth  District. 
R.  W.  Rev.  J.  W.  DADMUN,  Worcester. 


Morning  Star,  Worcester,  (1793  ) 
Middlesex,  Framiogham,  (1795 ) 
Meridian,  Natick,  (1797.) 
Mount  Zion,  Barre,  (1800.) 
Trinity,  Clinton,  (1858.) 
Quaboag,  Warren,  (1859.) 
Montacute,  Worcester,  (1859.) 


United  Brethren,  Marlboro\(1859.) 
Quinebaug,  8outhbridge,  (1859.) 
Eden,  Ware,  (1864.) 
Doric,  Feltonville,  (1864.) 
Hayden,  Brook 6 eld,  (1864.) 
North  Star,  Ashland,  U.  D. 


Seventh  District* 

R.  W.  L.  W.  LOVELL,  Bridgewater. 


Fellowship.  Bridgewater,  (1797.) 
Bristol,  Attleboro\  (1797.) 
King  David,  Taunton,  (1798.) 
St.  Alban'e,  Foxboro',  (1818.) 
Star  in  the  East,  N.  Bedford,  (1823.) 
8ocial  Harmony,  Wareham,  (1823.) 


Mount  Hope,  Fall  River,  (1824.) 
Eureka,  New  Bedford,  (1858.) 
Pythagoras,  Marion,  (1863.) 
Pioneer,  Somerset,  (1864 ) 
Mayflower,  Middleboro',  (1864.) 
St  James,  Mansfield,  (1864.* 


Eighth  District. 

R.  W.  Rev.  R.  S.  POPE,  Hyannis. 

Kin*  Hiram,  Provincetown,(  1795.)  I  Mt.  Horeb,  West  Harwich,  (1855.) 
Marine,  Falmouth,  (1798.)  |  De  Witt  Clinton,  Sandwich,  (1856.) 

Fraternal,  Hyannis,  (1801.)  I  Pilgrim,  South  Harwich,  (1859.) 

Union,  Nantucket,  (1771.)  |  Martha's  Vineyard,  Tisbury,(1860.) 


Ninth  District. 

R.  W.  HENRY  CHICKERING,  Pittafield. 


Cincinnatus,  G.  Barrington,  (1795.) 
Evening  Star,  Lee,  (1795.) 
Lafayette,  Adams,  (North,)  (1796  ) 
Thomas,  Palmer,  (1796) 
Wisdom,  West  Btockbrldge,  (1803.) 
Mystic,  PitUfield,  (1810.) 
Hampden,  Springfield,  (1817.) 


Mount  Moriah,  Westfield,  (1856.) 
Berkshire,  Adams,  South,  (1858.) 
Day  Spring,  Monson,  (1863.) 
Roswell  Lee,  Springfield,  (1864 
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Tenth  District. 

R.  W.  DAVID  W.  CRAFTS,  Northampton 

Chicopee,  Chicopee,  (1849.) 


Republican,  Greenfield,  (1794.) 
Harmony,  North 6eld,  (1796.) 
Jerusalem,  Northampton,  (1797.) 
Mountain,  Sbelburne  Falls,  (1806.) 
Bethel,  Enfield,  (1825.) 


Mount  Tom,  Holfyoke,  (1890.) 
Orange,  Orange,  1560.) 
Pacific,  Amherst,  (  ") 
Star,  Athol,  U.  D 


Eleventh  District* 

R.  W.  WILLIAM  E.  PARM ENTER,  West  Cambridge. 


Kins;  Solomon,  Char  Jestown,(l 783.) 
Hiram,  West  Cambridge,  (1797.) 
Star  of  Bethlehem,  Chelsea,  (1844.) 
Putnam,  East  Cambridge,  (1855.) 
Mount  Hermon,  Medford,  (1855.) 


Mount  Horeb,  Woburn,  (1856.) 
Wyoming,  Melrose.  (1657.) 
Mount  Vernon,  Maiden,  (1858.) 
John  Abbot,  Homer ville,  (1858.) 
Henry  Price,  Charlestown,  (1859.) 


Twelfth  District. 
R.  W.  NEWELL  A.  THOMPSON,  Boston. 


Germania,  Boston,  (1855.) 

Gate  of  Temple,  S.  Boston,  (1856.) 

Joseph  Warren,  Boston,  (1857.) 

Aberdour,  Boston,  (1862.) 

Dslhousie,  Newton,  (1861.) 

ML  Olivet,  Old  Cambridge,  (1864.) 


Massachusetts,  Boston,  (1770.) 
Colombian,  Boston,  (1796.) 
Washington.  Rozbory,  (1796.) 
Union,  Dorchester,  (1796.) 
Amicable,  Cambridge,"(1805  ) 
St.  Paul's,  South  Boston,  (1847.) 

GEORGE  a  KENDALL,  Deputy  for  Chili,  South  America. 

Bethesda,  Valparaiso,  S.  A.,  (1854.)  |  Hfrsm  of  Copispo,  Copiapo,  Chili, 

|    8.  A.,  (1859.) 

I*  Chi*a.— •«  Ancient  Landmark  of  Hong  Que,"  Shanghae,  (1864.) 


ARMY  LODGES. 


Bay  State  Army  Lodge, 
Massachusetts  Army  Lodgs, 
United  Brethren   "  " 
Fraternal  "  •< 

Banker  Hill        "  " 
Berkshire  Camp  " 
Putnam  "  " 

Olive  Branch      u  44 
Warren  «* 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


44 

« 


1,  3d  Regt. 

2,  16th 

3,  17th 

4,  25th 

5,  2d 

7,  48th 

8,  39th 

9,  42d 


No.  10,  32d 


G.  SECRETARY'S  ADDRESS: 

CHAS.  W.  MOORE,  Freemasons'  Hall,  10  Summer 
street)  Boston,  Mass. 


PERMANENT  MEMBERS 


OF  TBI 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


PAST   GRAND  MASTERS. 


5845.  Simon  W.  Robinson. 
5851.  Rev.  George  M.  Randall. 
5854.  Winalow  Lewis,  M.  D. 


5857.  John  T.  Heard,  Esq. 
5861.  Wm.  D.  Coolidge,  Esq. 
5663.  William  Parkman,  Esq. 


5832.  Abraham  A.  Dame,  Esq. 
5837.  George  G.  Smith,  Esq. 
5844.  Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Wells. 
5851.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  Esq. 
5854.  Abraham  T.  Low,  M.  D. 


RAND  MASTERS. 

5859.  Hon.  Charles  R.  Train. 

5860.  Hon.*  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  M.D. 

5861.  Hon.  George  W.  Warren. 

5862.  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder. 

5863.  Charles  C.  Dame,  Esq. 


PAST    SENIOR   GRAND  WARDENS. 


5840.  Hon.  Thomas  Tolman. 
5844.  Robert  Keith,  Esq. 

5853.  Daniel  Harwood,  M.  D. 

5854.  Richard  S.  Spofford,  M.  D. 

5855.  Hon.  Wm.  C.  Plunkett. 

5857.  Bradford  L.  Wales,  M.  D. 

5858.  Henry  Goddard,  Esq. 


5859.  Lorenzo  H.  Gamwell,  Esq. 

5860.  Joel  Spalding,  M.  D. 

5861.  William  North,  Esq. 

5862.  Henry  Checkering,  Esq. 

5863.  William  W.Baker,  Esq. 

5864.  William  S.  Gardner,  Esq. 


PAST   JUNIOR   ORAND  WARDENS. 


5843.  Thomas  Powers,  Esq. 

5844.  John  Hews,  Esq. 

5851.  William  Eaton,  Esq. 

5852.  John  Flint,  M.  D. 

5854.  Jonas  A.  Marshall,  M.  D. 

5855.  Sam'l  K.  Hutchinson,  Esq. 


5857.  John  H.  Sheppard,  Esq. 

5858.  Isaac  Hull  Wright,  Esq. 

5859.  Charles  Bobbins,  Esq. 

5862.  Peter  C.  Jones,  Esq. 

5863.  Daniel  Reynolds,  Esq. 

5864.  Benjamin  Dean,  Esq. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE 


or  TIIK 


fHost  ancient  anto  honorable  jFratermtg 


OK 


FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS, 


OK  TUB 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  - 


IN  UNION  WITH  THE  MOST  ANCIENT  AND  HONORABLE  GRAND  LODGES  IN 
EUROPE  AND  AMERICA,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  OLD  CONSTITUTIONS. 


From  March  8  to  T>*>ortnber  27,  186.*: 
isiase  rrw  one  hlnokkd  ash  thikty-hiuvond  anmvkbhuy. 


M.W.  WILLIAM  PARKMAN,  GRAND  MASTER. 


©rtotrrii  to  br  &eatf  in  all  tfjt  Hobgrs. 


BOSTON: 

PRESS  OP  THE  FREEMASONS'  MAGAZINE. 


I 
j 


j 


I 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE 


or  Tint 


EXPULSIONS. 


At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  It.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  or  Massachusetts,  held  at  Freemasons'  HaU  in 
Boston,  March  14,  1866,  the  Expulsion  from  all  the  rights 
and  privilege*  of  Masonry  of  Samuel  E.  Chatjwick,  by 
Mount  Moriah  Lodge  of  Westncld,  and  of  Jeremiah  I), 
Wells,  by  Jerusalem  Lodge  of  Northampton,  was  approved 
and  confirmed  by  said  Grand  Lodge. 

CHAS.  W.  MOORE, 

Grand  Secretary. 

Bomo*.  March  16,  1866. 


BOSTON: 

PRESS  OF  THE  FREEMASONS'  MAGAZINE. 
1866. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE 


or  Tns 

JKoftt  ancient  anto  honorable  JFratermtg 

or 

FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS, 

or  Tine 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  - 


IN  UNION  WITH  THE  MOST  ANCIENT  AND  HONORABLE  GRAND  LODGES  IN 
EUROPE  AND  AMERICA,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  OLD  CONSTITUTIONS. 


From  March  8  to  December  27,  1S6S  / 

BKTNG  ITS  OXX  UUWDEKD  AHO  TmXTY-BBOOHD  AXN1VXMABY. 


M.W.  WILLIAM  PARKMAN,  GRAND  MASTER. 


©ricrrt  to  bt  Ktatt  in  all  tfje  loDges. 


BOSTON: 

PRESS  OF  THE  FREEMASONS'  MAGAZINE. 
1866. 
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•  %kirxtt  of  ^prombings 

OF  THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 
March  8,  A.L.  5865. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodg  e 
of  Massachusetts  was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  in  Boston, 
on  Wednesday,  March  8,  A.L.  5865. 

Present. 

M.  W.  William  Parkman   Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Charles  C.  Dame   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Charles  R.  Train   Senior  Grand  Warden  pro  tern, 

R.  W.  Solon  Thornton   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  John  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  W.  Charles  W.  Moore   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  W.  C.  Levi  Woodbury   Corresponding  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  William  S.  Studley  ....  Grand  Chaplain. 

W.  William  D.  Stratton   Grand  Marshal, 

W.  Henry  W.  Muzzey   Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver   Senior  Grand  Deacon, 

W.  Henry  Mclliken   Junior  Grand  Deacon* 

W.  John  A.  Goodwin  } 

W.  Lovell  Bic knell   >   Grand  Stewards. 

W.  F.  Lyman  Winshif* 

W.  F.  J.  Foss   Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.  E.  D.  Bancroft  j 


w  »  ™-  i  Grand  Lecturers. 

W.  J.  K.  Hay  ward  $ 

Bro.  H.  G.  Barrows  Grand  Organist. 
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Dibtrict  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


B.  Wa  James  A.  Fox   District  No.  1. 

II.  W.  William  Sutton   District  No.  2. 

R.  W.  William  F.  Salmon    District  No.  3. 

R.  W.  H.  C.  Skinner   District  No.  4. 

R--W  J.  P.  Lovell   District  No.  5. 

R.  W.  J.  W.  Dadmun   -District  No.  6. 

R.  W.  L.  W.  Lovell   District  No.  7. 

R*  W.  R.  S.  Pope  *   District  No.  8. 

1L  W.  Henry  Chickerino   District  No.  9. 

11.  W.  William  E.  Parmenter   District  No.ll. 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  at  a  quar- 
ter past  2  o'clock,  p.m.    Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

W.  Bro.  Robert  B.  Hall  was  recognized  as  Proxy  for 
Plymouth  Lodge,  and  Bro.  John  H.  Marcey  for  Quinebaug 
Lodge. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  he  had  upon  his  table,  peti- 
tions for  Charters  for  seven  Lodges,  which  tvere  presented 
and  referred  as  follows  :  — 

For  Starr  King  Lodge,  Salem,  to  Brothers  Coolidge,  Stearns, 
and  Lotts  ;  Ancient  Landmark,  Shanghai,  China,  to  Bros.  Gard- 
ner ,  Muzzey,  and  Shattuck ;  St.  James,  Mansfield,  to  Bros.  Em- 
mons, Thornton,  and  Chamberlain ;  Belmont,  Belmont,  to  Bros. 
Winship,  Smith,  and  Davis ;  Hope,  Gardner,  to  Bros.  Warren, 
Oliver,  and  Foss ;  Roswell  Lee,  Springfield,  to  Bros.  Chickermg, 
Smith,  and  Salmon ;  May  Flower,  Middleboro,  to  Bros.  Lewis, 
Sutton,  and  Perkins. 

The  foregoing  Committees  subsequently  offered  the  fol- 
lowing reports,  which  were  adopted,  viz :  — 

STARR  KING  LODGE. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  application  of  Starr  King 
Lodge  of  Salem,  for  a  Charter,  have  examined  the  records  of 
the  same  during  their  Dispensation,  and  the  by-laws  submitted 
by  them ;  they  find  them  correct,  and  recommend  that  a  Charter 
be  i  sued  to  the  parties  named  in  the  application. 
For  the  Committee. 

William  D.  Coolidge,  Chairman. 

Bono*,  March  8, 1865. 

♦ 
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ROSWELL  LEE  LODGE. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Matter  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts. 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  for  a 
Charter  of  Ro swell  Lee  Lodge,  which  for  the  last  year  has  been 
working  under  Dispensation  at  Springfield,  respectfully  report, 
that  they  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  have 
examined  their  by-laws  and  records.  The  former  they  find  are 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Consti- 
tutions, and  the  latter  accurately  and  beautifully  kept,  a  model  in 
all  respects.  All  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge  have  been  paid,  and 
its  requirements  complied  with,  and  they  recommend  that  a  Char- 
ter be  issued  to  them. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  Chickering. 
William  F.  Salmon. 
Boston,  March  8, 1866.  Charles  E.  Smith. 

ANCIENT  LANDMARK  LODGE. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  March  8,  A.L.  5865. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry 
brethren  at  Shanghai,  China,  for  a  Charter,  together  with  the 
dispensation,  by-laws,  records,  and  accompanying  documents,  re- 
spectfully report  — 

That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  on  the  14th  day  of  December, 
1863,  was  pleased  to  grant  a  Dispensation  to  certain  American 
brethren  residing  in  this  distant  part  of  the  world,  empowering 
them  to  form  and  open  a  Lodge  at  Shanghai,  by  the  name  of  An- 
cient Landmark  Lodge  ;  that  upon  its  arrival  the  brethren  named 
therein  met  on  the  ninth  of  May,  A.D.  5864,  formed  themselves 
into  a  regular  Lodge  of  Masons,  and  continued  to  meet  from  time 
to  time  until  the  fourth  of  December  last,  when  they  transmitted 
a  full  account  of  their  doings  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  by 
which  it  appears  that  they  have  had  thirty-five  meetings,  fifty- 
seven  applications,  of  which  three  were  rejected  and  forty-six 
accepted.  They  have  initiated  forty-three  as  Entered  Apprenti- 
ces, passed  thirty-four  as  Fellow  Crafts,  and  raised  twenty-seven 
Masters. 
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The  returns  are  made  with  great  care,  and  the  records  have 
bi;en  kept  with  discretion,  minuteness,  and  good  taste.  The 
by-laws  are  strictly  in  conformity  with  our  constitutional  re- 
quirements. The  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge  have  been  paid 
in  full. 

Brother  Charles  E.  Hill  (appointed  W.  Master  under  the  Dis- 
pensation) has  written  a  very  interesting  communication  to  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master,  from  which  your  Committee  take  the  fol- 
lowing extracts :  — 

"  Since  I  accepted  the  position  of  Master  I  have  devoted  a  portion  of 
i  vory  day  to  the  work,  and  have  fully  posted  all  the  officers  and  brothers 
who  would  come  to  me  for  it.  And  I  can  say  with  pride  and  much  pleasure, 
1 1  mt  I  never  saw  so  many  Masons  in  one  family,  who  were  so  well  acquainted 
w  i  tli  work.  None  have  been  allowed  to  advance  until  thorough  in  the  pre- 
ceding degree.     My  interpretation  of  a  suitable  proficiency,  is  an  ability  to 

answer  any  and  all  questions  any  brother  may  ask,  giving 'the    in 

full,  and  explaining  minutely  every  portion  of  the  ceremony,  giving  the  rea- 
sons as  explained  in  the  E.  A.  lecture,  and  also  the  middle-chamber  work  in 
the  F.  C.  The  result  is,  that  of  twenty-seven  raised,  twenty  can  confer  the 
E.  A.  and  F.  C.  in  full,  and  all  can  fill  any  office  in  the  Lodge,  save  Master,  in 
any  of  the  degrees  they  have  received. 

"  That  there  may  be  no  excuse,  I  am  always  ready  to  give  instruction, 
nnil  when  there  is  more  than  I  can  do,  I  appoint  some  brother  whose  duty  it 
U  to  see  that  the  brother  I  send  to  him  comes  prepared  to  pass  a  rigid  ex- 
:  ruination.  As  a  failure  to  pass  is  then  clearly  the  fault  of  the  brother 
appointed  to  instruct,  we  have  not  yet  had  the  mortification  of  rejecting  a 
single  application  for  advancement.  .  .  . 

"  I  am  extremely  gratified  to  say  that  all  has  gone  smoothly  and  in  peace 
miiI  harmony,  and  that  we  have  the  respect  and  good  will  of  the  English 
Lodges,  and  of  all  Masons.  At  our  regular  communication  November  1,  we 
wvre  visited  by  Right  W.  Provincial  Grand  Master  Mercer,  P.  P.  G.  M. 
Kawson,  P.  G.  Secretary  Mercer,  and  by  several  Past  Masters.  The  Grand 
Master  requested  to  see  our  Masters'  Work,  and  Brother  Pitman,  living  near 
by,  was  sent  for  and  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason.  The 
Grand  Master  having  intimated  that  he  had  heard  of  the  proficiency  of  the 
eiew  initiates,  I  requested  all  the  officers  of  the  Lodge  to  vacate  their  places 
ibr  the.  occasion,  and  filled  them  entire  with  new  brothers,  when  the  work 
was  done  without  a  single  mistake.  After  the  work  was  completed,  the 
Grand  Master  expressed  to  the  Lodge  his  entire  satisfaction,  and  great  pleas- 
ure, and  remarked  that  he  never  saw  it  done  better.  Before  leaving  Shang- 
hai he  visited  the  three  Lodges  under  his  jurisdiction,  and  called  their  atten- 
tion to  the  proficiency  of  the  American  Lodge,  recommended  the  officers 
and  members  to  often  visit  us,  and  ordered  them  to  adopt  our  course,  as  to  the 
i.\  animation  of  applicants  for  advancement." 
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Your  Committee  feel  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts 
can  look  with  pleasure  and  pride  upon  this  their  offspring  beyond 
the  seas.  This  ancient  Grand  Lodge,  true  to  her  traditions,  has 
ever  been  zealous  in  disseminating  Masonic  light  to  those  residing 
in  darkness,  and  is  now  performing  a  duty  which  it  early  learned, 
and  has  never  ceased  to  practice,  of  sending  to  distant  lands  her 
messengers  of  peace.  In  her  humble  way  she  obeys  the  divine 
injunction,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
every  creature." 

Tour  Committee  cheerfully  recommend  that  a  Charter  be 
granted  the  petitioners  by  the  name  of  Ancient  Landmark 
Lodge. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
H.  W.  Muzzey. 
David  S.  Shattuck. 

HOPE  LODGE. 

Boston,  March  8,  1865. 
To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts, 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mount 
Hope  Lodge  of  Gardner,  Mass.,  for  a  Charter,  empowering  them 
to  work,  have  attended  to  this  duty  and  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  records  of  Mount  Hope 
Lodge  and  find  them  to  have  been  correctly  and  properly  kept, 
while  said  Lodge  has  been  acting  under  Dispensation. 

That  they  have  also  examined  the  by-laws  of  Mount  Hope 
Lodge  and  find  them  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  Laws  and 
Constitutions  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge. 

That  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  have  also  been 
examined,  and  the  payments  found  to  be  properly  vouched,  and 
the  dues  of  the  Lodge  all  paid. 

And  therefore  your  Committee  cheerfully  recommend  that  the 
prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted,  and  a  Charter  issued  to  Mount 
Hope  Lodge  of  Gardner,  Mass. 

For  the  Committee. 

Henry  W.  Warren. 
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ST.  JAMES  LODGE. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
G.  Allen  and  others,  for  a  Charter  for  a  Lodge  in  Mansfield, 
.under  the  name  of  St.  James  Lodge,  respectfully  report,  that 
they  have  examined  the  records  of  their  doings  while  under 
Dispensation  and  find  them  to  be  correctly  kept.  That  they 
have  also  examined  a  copy  of  their  by-laws  and  find  them  to 
conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  be  granted. 

T.  H.  Emmons. 
Solon  Thornton. 
Thomas  £.  Chamberlain. 

BELMONT  LODGE. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Boston,  March  8, 1865. 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Brother 
William  B.  Bothamly  and  others,  to  be  chartered  and  constituted 
under  the  title  of  Belmont  Lodge,  would  respectfully  report,  that 
having  confidence  in  the  Masonic  integrity  of  the  petitioners,  and 
in  the  regularity  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodge  while 
working  under  Dispensation,  the  Committee  recommend  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted. 

For  the  Committee. 

F.  Lyman  Winship. 

MAT  FLOWER  LODGE. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  March  8,  1865. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  by-laws  and  records 
of  May  Flower  Lodge,  respectfully  report,  that  the  former  are 
strictly  in  conformity  with  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  that  the  latter  are  neatly  and  accurately  engrossed,  and,  that 
the  required  fees  are  paid. 

They  therefore  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted,  in  con- 
formity with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

Winslow  Lewis. 
H.  P.  Perkins. 
William  Sutton. 
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The  Grand  Master  announced  in  appropriate  and  fitting 
terms,  the  death  of  the  late  R.  W.  Brother  John  R.  Brad- 
ford, a  Past  Grand  Warden  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  ap- 
pointed R.  W.  Brothers  Alger,  Coolidge,  and  Sheppard,  to 
prepare  suitable  resolutions  commemorative  of  the  event; 
and  this  Committee  subsequently  offered  the  following  report 
which  was  adopted  :  — 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  remove  from  ub 
by  sudden  death  our  highly  esteemed  late  Brother  John  R«  Brad- 
ford, a  past  officer  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  therefore  — 

Resolved,  That  we  cannot  part  with  our  deceased  Brother  without  some 
expression  of  our  grateful  attachment  and  respect  for  his  person,  and  of  our 
high  estimate  of  his  character,  both  as  a  Mason  and  as  a  man. 

Resolved,  That  his  long  and  unfaltering  devotion  to  the  principles  and  in- 
terests of  our  beloved  Order — a  devotion  signalized  for  over  half  a  century  by 
a  multitude  of  valuable  services  —  call  for  our  most  thankful  recognition. 

Resolved,  That  his  example  is  a  model  of  firmness,  industry,  benevolence, 
temperance,  purity,  and  energetic  integrity,  worthy  of  reverence  and  imita- 
tion on  the  part  of  all. 

Resolved,  That  his  memory  is  most  dear  to  us,  and  that  in  the  circum- 
stances of  his  departure,  taken  directly  from  his  tasks  to  his  reward,  without 
suffering  or  fear,  we  own  the  merciful  hand  of  the  heavenly  Father,  and  feel 
that  his  family  and  friends  are  comforted  in  the  assurance  that  they  now  have 
this  precious  additional  treasure  laid  up  in  heaven. 

The  Grand  Master  also  announced  the  decease  of  our 
aged  and  esteemed  Brother  Benjamin  Stevens,  who,  though 
never  a  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  was  for  forty-eight 
years  an  active,  adhering,  and  faithful  brother. 

On  motion  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  it  was  Voted,  That 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  on  Charity  for  charitable  purposes. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
closed  in  Ample  Form,  at  4  o'clock.  Prayer  by  the  Grand 
Chaplain. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 
June  14,  AX.  6865. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts  was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  in  Boston, 
on  Wednesday,  June  14,  A. L.  5865. 

Present. 

M.  W.  William  Parkman   Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Chables  C.  Dame   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Wendell  T.  Davis   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  Solon  Thornton   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  John  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

II.  W.  Charles  W.  Moore   Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  William  S.  Studley   Grand  Chaplain. 

W,  William  D.  Stratton   Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Henry  W.  Muzzey   Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Wt  Samuel  P.  Oliver   Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Henry  Mulliken   Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  John  A.  Goodwin  ^ 

W.  Lovell  Bicknell  *>   Grand  Stewards. 

\Y\  F.  Lyman  Winship  J 

W.  F.  J.  Fobs  )  ^     ,  _ 

W.Henry  L.  Dalton  $ Grand  Pursuivants. 

W.  E.  D.  Bancroft 
W.  J.  K.  Hayward 


|  Grand  Lecturers. 


District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

R.  W.  James  A.  Fox  .   District  No.  1. 

R.  W.  William  Sutton   District  No.  2. 

R+  W.  William  F.  Salmon   District  No.  3. 

R.  W.  H.  C.  Skinner   District  No.  4. 

R.  W.  J.  P.  Lovell   District  No.  6. 

ft.  W.  Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmun   District  No.  6. 

R.  W.  L.  W.  Lovell   District  No.  7. 

R.  W.  Rev.  R.  S.  Pope   District  No.  8. 

R.  W.  Henry  Chickering   District  No.  9. 

ft.  W.  David  W.  Crafts   District  No.10. 

U .  W.  Newell  A.  Thompson   District  No.12. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  at  half- 
past  2  o'clock.    Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

Petitions  were  presented  for  Charters  by  the  following 
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Lodges,  all  of  which  had  been-  working  the  past  year  under 
Dispensations,  to  wit :  — 

John  T.  Heard,  Ipswich ;  referred  to  Bros.  Andrew  Smith, 
Amos  Tapley,  and  Joshua  Stearns. 

William  Parkman,  Winchester ;  referred  to  Bros.  William  S. 
Gardner,  N.  A.  Thompson,  and  William  W.  Baker. 

North  Star,  Ashland;  referred  to  Bros.  Theodore  H.  Em- 
mons, Edward  Steams,  and  Lucius  R.  Paige. 

Star  Lodge,  Athol ;  referred  to  Bros.  John  W.  Dadmun,  S.  A. 
Stetson,  and  William  Sutton. 

The  above  Committees  subsequently  offered  the  following 
reports,  which  were  adopted :  — 

JOHN  T.  HEARD  LODGE. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  June  14,  1865. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  T. 
Heard  Lodge  of  Ipswieh,  have  attended  to  their  duty  and  report, 
that  they  have  examined  the  records,  returns,  and  by-laws  of 
said  Lodge,  and  find  them  to  he  correct  and  in  conformity  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  that  their  request  be  granted , 
and  that  they  receive  a  Charter.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

Andrew  G.  Smith. 
E.  Dana  Bancroft. 
Josiah  A.  Stearns. 

WILLIAM  PARKMAN  LODGE. 

In  Grand'  Lodge,  June  14, 1865. 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Albion 
K.  P.  Joy  and  eleven  others  of  Winchester,  Mass.,  praying  to 
be  constituted  into  a  Lodge  by  the  name  of  William  Parkman 
Lodge,  respectfully  report  — 

That  these  brethren  have  been  working  under  the  Grand  Mas* 
ter's  Dispensation  the  requisite  time,  and  now  return  Jtheir  Dis- 
pensation, records,  and  by-laws  for  approval. 
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Your  Committee  have  examined  with  much  interest  the  records 
Of  this  Lodge  during  its  existence.  While  the  Secretary  has  per- 
haps not  used  the  technical  phraseology  of  the  Craft  (an  error 
which  will  be  readily  corrected),  he  has,  however,  kept  a  beauti- 
ful, truthful,  and  exact  record  of  the  doings  of  the  Lodge,  in  a 
manner  which  deserves  special  mention. 

The  by-laws  submitted  are  approved  with  two  exceptions. 

Section  2d  of  Article  II.  provides  Jhat  u  the  Master  may  ap- 
point Senior  and  Junior  Deacons,  Marshal,  Chaplain,  Stewards, 
Organist,  Inside  Sentinel,  and  Tyler,  whom  he  may  remove  at  plea- 
sure" Although  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  has  the  appointing  power, 
he  has  no  authority  to  remove  an  installed  officer,  however  inferior 
the  rank  of  such  officer  may  be.  He  may  suspend  such  officer 
for  good  cause,  and  report  his  action  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master, 
but  he  cannot  remove  him  from  the  position  into  which  he  has 
bt^n  solemnly  installed,  nor  does  there  any  where  exist  the  power 
to  remove  him,  capriciously  and  at  pleasure.  Your  Committee 
therefore  recommend  that  the  words  u  whom  he  may  remove  at 
pi easure, "  be  stricken  out. 

In  Article  VII.,  Section  1,  the  by-laws  provide  that  "Past 
Musters  of  the  Lodge  and  members  of  other  Lodges  in  good 
landing,  who  have  been  eminently  serviceable  to  this  Lodge  in 
particular,  or  to  the  Institution  generally,  may  by  vote  of  the 
Lodge  be  admitted  to  honorary  membership,  with  the  same  privi- 
leges as  other  members,  but  exempt  from  assessments." 

Part  Fifth,  Section  13,  of  the  Grand  Constitutions,  expressly 
provides  that  u  no  brother  shall  be  a  member  of  more  than  one 
Lodge."  The  effect  of  this  clause  in  the  by-laws  is  to  abrogate 
this  provision  of  the  Constitutions,  inasmuch  as  if  brethren  of 
other  Lodges  are  admitted  to  honorary  membership  in  this  Lodge 
they  become  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  other  members  of 
the  Lodge. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  honorary  members,  as  usage  has  estab- 
lished in  this  jurisdiction :  a  member  of  a  Lodge  may  be  made  an 
honorary  member  to  exempt  him  from  assessments ;  such  an 
honorary  member  still  retains  all  his  privileges  in  the  Lodge,  and 
loses  none  of  his  rights :  the  brethren  have  simply  relieved  him 
from  the  duty  of  aiding  in  the  support  of  the  Lodge  by  pecuniary 
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means.  This  is  one  kind  of  honorary  membership.  The  other 
is  where  a  member  of  a  Lodge  is  made  an  honorary  member  of 
another,  he  still  retaining  his  active  membership  in  a  different 
Lodge  from  that  in  which  he  derives  his  honorary  membership. 
By  this  act  the  member  receives  simply  an  empty  reward.  He 
cannot  vote  in  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  an  honorary  member, 
he  cannot  take  part  in  its  deliberations,  nor  be  present  at  the 
trial  of  one  of  its  members.  He  is  entitled  to  none  of  its  privi- 
leges and  is  in  no  sense  a  member  of  such  a  Lodge.  Such  hono- 
rary membership  simply  shows  the  high  estimation  in  which  the 
brother  is  held  by  the  Lodge  which  constitutes  him  such  a  mem-  • 
ber.  Your  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  this  section  be 
changed  in  such  manner  as  to  avoid  the  difficulty  which  is  now 
apparent. 

This  new  Lodge  has  selected  the  name  of  William  Parkman 
Lodge  in  honor  of  our  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  as  a  tribute  to  his 
indefatigable  labor,  unwearied  zeal,  and  heartfelt  devotion  to  our 
beloved  institution  during  his  memorable  term  of  office. 

Your  Committee  express  the  hope  that  this  new  Lodge  now 
commenced  under  such  happy  auspices,  may  endure  for  ages,  in 
the  high  and  honorable  character  of  its  members,  to  perpetuate 
the  name  of  one  whom  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  has 
been  proud  to  honor. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
Newell  A.  Thompson. 
William  W.  Baker. 

NORTH  STAR  LODGE.  • 

Boston,  June  14, 1865. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  North 
Star  Lodge,  Ashland,  Mass.,  for  a  Charter,  have  attended  to  the 
doty  assigned  them,  and  would  respectfully  report  — 

That  they  have  examined  the  records  presented,  and  find  them 
to  hare  been  faithfully  kept.    The  by-laws  are  in  accordance  with  ' 
the  Constitutions  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  need  but  little  pruning 
of  matters  which  they  consider  unnecessary,  being  embodied  in 
the  Grand  Constitutions.    They  also  find  the  fees  due  the  Grand 
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Lodge  have  been  paid,  and  would  therefore  recommend  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted. 

T.  H.  Emmons. 
Edward  Stearns. 
Lucius  R.  Paige. 

STAR  LODGE. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  June  14,  1865. 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Star 
Lodge  for  a  Charter,  respectfully  report  — 

That  on  careful  examination  they  find  the  records  neatly  and 
correctly  kept,  and  the  by-laws  in  conformity  to  the  Constitutions 
of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Also  that  the  returns  are  correctly  made 
and  the  usual  fee  paid  over  as  the  law  directs.  They  therefore 
recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted. 

J.  W.  Dadmun. 
William  Sutton. 

Bro.  David  W.  Crafts  was  recognized  as  proxy  for  Jeru- 
salem Lodge. 

A  printed  circular  was  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri,  proposing  a  Convention  of  all  the  Grand  Lodges 
in  the  United  States,  to  consider  the  present  condition  of  the 
Fraternity,  which  was  referred  to  the  Grand  Master,  with  full 
powers. 

BETHEL  LODGE  vs.  E.  A.  BASSETT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Bethel  Lodge,  Enfield, 
and  referred  to  Brothers  Thornton,  Thompson,  and  Wells, 
who  offered  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Boston,  June  14,  1865. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  Bethel 
Lodge,  at  Enfield,  in  the  case  of  Eugene  A.  Bassett,  an  Entered 
Apprentice  Mason,  tried  by  said  Lodge,  have  attended  to  that 
duty  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  report :  — 
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That  the  Lodge  found  the  accused  guilty  of  the  charge  and 
passed  the  following  vote,  to  wit: — uThat  Bro.  E.  A.  Bassett 
be  suspended  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Lodge,  and  one  month's 
notice  given  to  each  member  of  the  Lodge  by  letter  when  Bro. 
Bassett  wishes  to  take  the  remaining  degrees." 

Your  Committee  have  carefully  examined  the  evidence  which 
has  been  submitted  in  detail,  and  are  unable  to  comprehend  how 
it  was  possible  for  the  Lodge  to  arrive  at  such  a  verdict.  The 
testimony  is  much  more  in  favor  of  .  the  accused  than  against 
him,  and  had  the  Lodge  acquitted  him  unanimously,  the  verdict 
would  have  been  just.  As  it  is,  your  Committee  would  recom- 
mend that  the  Lodge,  if  there  are  no  other  charges  against 
Bro.  Bassett,  be  directed  to  make  void  their  proceedings  in 
the  case. 

Solon  Thornton. 
N.  A.  Thompson. 
Benj.  T.  Wells. 

RURAL  LODGE  t».  JAMES  E.  TIRRELL. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  papers  in  the  case  were  re- 
ferred, presented  the  following  report  which  was  adopted :  — 

Ik  Grand  Lodge,  Boston,  June  14,  1865. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  Rural 
Lodge,  Quincy,  in  the  case  of  Bro.  James  E.  Tirrell,  suspended 
by  said  Lodge  for  violating  his  Masonic  obligations  as  set  forth 
in  said  proceedings,  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  respectfully 
report  that  the  proceedings  in  said  case  have  been  conducted  agree- 
ably to  the  Constitutions  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  the  usages  of 
Masons,  and  they  recommend  that  they  be  confirmed. 

Solon  Thornton. 

N.  A.  Thompson. 

B.  T.  Wells. 

MOUNTAIN  LODGE  vs.  GORDON  EDGERTON. 

The  papers  in  this  case  were  presented  and  referred  to 
Brothers  Davis,  Train,  and  Chickering,  who  subsequently 
offered  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted :  — 
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The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from 
Mountain  Lodge,  with  a  copy  of  the  record  of  said  Lodge,  cover- 
ing the  proceedings  which  resulted  in  the  expulsion  of  Bro.  Gordon 
Jvlgcrton  from  said  Lodge  and  from  the  privileges  of  Freemasonry, 
respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  the  records  of  said 
Lodge,  and  that  all  the  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  regular 
and  in  due  form.  Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  the 
expulsion  of  said  Edgcrton  by  Mountain  Lodge  be  approved  by 

■  *  f  rand  Lodge. 

W.  T.  Davis. 
Charles  R.  Train. 

Jctxe  14,  1865.  Henry  Chickering. 

DALHOUSIE  LODGE  vs.  HENRY  T.  McCLEARN. 

The  papers  in  this  case  were  presented  and  referred  to 
ISnrthers  Randall,  Shcppard,  and  G.  W.  Warren,  who  sub- 
sequently offered  a  verbal  report  confirming  the  action  of  the 
Lodge,  which  was  adopted,  and  said  McClearn  was  accord- 
ingly expelled  from  Masonry. 

IL  W.  Bro.  W.  F.  Salmon  offered  the  following  Amend- 
n  s  to  the  Constitutions,  which  were  referred  to  Brothers 
Salmon,  Baker,  and  Warren,  to  wit :  — 

That  Part.  First,  Article  II.,  Section  l,be  amended  by  strik- 
i  Kit  the  20th,  21st,  and  22d  lines,  and  inserting  in  lieu  there- 
of the  following :  — 

u  18.  Worshipful  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

19.  Worshipful  Grand  Pursuivants. 

20.  Worshipful  Grand  Lecturers. 

21.  Brother  Grand  Organist. 
23.  Brother  Grand  Tyler." 

And  by  adding  after  the  words  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  last  line 
but  one  of  said  Section,  the  words,  "  the  Grand  Organist  and." 

Also  that  Part  Third,  Article  VII.,  Section  1,  clause  1,  by 
sinking  out  the  22d  line,  and  inserting  "  Grand  Standard  Bearer, 
Banner,"  and  by  inserting  between  the  23d  and  24th  lines  the 
words  "  Grand  Organist,  Lyre." 
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The  Grand  Master  stated  that  he  had  received  a  petition 
from  Grate  of  the  Temple  Lodge,  at  South  Boston,  asking 
permission  to  remove,  temporarily,  to  the  city  proper.  Deem- 
ing the  matter  wholly  within  the  province  of  the  Grand 
Master,  and  that  such  a  removal  would  be  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitutions,  he  declined  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  the  petitioners.  He  was  however  willing  to 
submit  the  matter  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  that  Body  did  not 
see  fit  to  change  or  disturb  his  decision. 

On  motion  of  the  Junior  Grand  Warden  it  was  — 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Charity  for  charitable 
purposes. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
closed,  in  Ample  Form,  at  5  o'clock. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 
Sept.  13,  A.L.  6866. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  in  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  Sept. 
14,  A.L.  5865. 

Present, 

M.  W.  William  Parkman   Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Charles  C.  Damb   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Wendell  6.  Davis   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  Solon  Thornton    Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  John  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  W.  Charles  W.  Moore   Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  William  S.  Studley   Grand  Chaplain. 

W.  Wiilliam  D.  Stbatton   Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Henry  W.  Muzzet  .   .   Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver   Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Lovell  Bicknell   Grand  Steward. 

W.  E.  D.  Bancroft   Senior  Grand  Lecturer. 

Bro.  H.  G.  Barrows   Grand  Organist. 

3 
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District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


R-  w\  James  A.  Fox   District  No.  1. 

IE.  W.  William  F.  Salmon   District  No.  8. 

R.  W\  Henry  C.  Skinner   District  No.  4. 

R.  W,  John  P.  Lovell   District  No.  6. 

H.  W.  Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmun   District  No.  6. 

R  W.  L.  W.  Lovell     District  No.  7. 

R-  W.  Rev.  R.  S.  Pope   District  No.  8. 

R-  W,  Henry  Chickering   District  No.  9. 

R.  W,  David  W.  Crafts   District  No.10. 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  quarter- 
past  2  o'clock.    Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  that  the  R.  W. 
Bro.  George  M.  Hillyer,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lsxlgc  of  Mississippi,  was  present  in  the  ante-chamber,  for 
the  purpose  of  visiting  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  appointed  a 
Committee,  consisting  of  Brothers  Fox,  Pope,  Bancroft, 
Steams,  and  Chickering,  to  wait  upon  and  introduce  him. 
He  was  accordingly  introduced  and  received  with  the  honors 
due  to  }iis  Masonic  position. 

The  Committee  on  the  Constitutions  offered  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted :  — 

Freemasons'  Hall,  Boston,  Sept.  13,  1865. 
To  the  If.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  certain  Amendments 
to  the  Constitutions,  proposed  at  the  last  communication  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  having  attended  to  their  duty,  report : 

We  liad  upon  examination  that  the  only  material  change  made 
by  the  proposed  amendments,  is  in  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional officer,  to  be  styled  the  W.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Presuming  that  this  Grand  Lodge  will  have,  as  it  has  hereto- 
fore had,  a  suitable  Banner  or  Standard,  we  believe  there  should 
be  a  proper  custodian,  in  the  person  of  a  Grand  Standard 
Bearer. 

Article  VII.,  Section  3,  provides  for  the  Jewel  of  Grand  Or- 
jirnmrt,  hut  no  provision  is  made  for  the  appointtnent  of  such  an 
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officer.  The  proposed  amendment  provides  for  the  appointment  of 
a  Grand  Organist,  but  does  not  by  virtue  of  such  an  appointment 
give  him  a  vote  in  Grand  Lodge. 

As  there  is  no  provision  for  Jewels  for  Grand  Lecturers,  an 
amendment  seems  necessary  to  that  end. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  Reso- 
lution, providing  for  the  office  of  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  and 
making  such  other  changes  in  connection  therewith,  as  are  needed 
to  make  the  Constitution  consistent  in  its  Sections,  which  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  and  Jewels  for  Grand  Officers. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

William  F.  Salmon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitutions,  as  printed  with  the  Proceed- 
ings for  1863,  be  amended  as  follows :  in  Part  First,  Article  II., 
Section  1,  by  striking  out  the  twentieth,  twenty-first,  and  twenty- 
second  lines,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : — 

18.  Worshipful  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

19.  Worshipful  Grand  Pursuivants. 

20.  Worshipful  Grand  Lecturers. 

21.  Brother  Grand  Organist. 

22.  Brother  Grand  Tyler. 

And  by  adding  after  the  words  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  last  line 
but  one  of  the  same  Section,  the  words  u  the  Grand  Organist 
and." 

In  Part  Third,  Article  VII.,  Section  1,  clause  first,  by  striking 
out  the  twenty-second  line,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
44  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  Banner.''9 

And  by  inserting  between  the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth 
lines  the  words — 

44  Grand  Lecturers,  open  Book  upon  Square  and  Compasses." 

44  Grand  Organist,  Lyre" 

Which  resolution  was  passed,  and  the  Constitutions  amended  in 
accordance  therewith. 

The  following  letter  from  a  Committee  of  Bethesda  Lodge, 
Valparaiso,  was  read  and  referred  to  Brothers  Woodbury  and 
Moore :  — 
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Valparaiso,  July  31,  A.L.  5865,  A.D.  1865. 

Ta  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Matsacku- 

setts. 

M.  \\\  Grand  Master  — 

Although  so  far  distant  from  your  W.  Grand  Lodge,  and  con- 
sequently rendering  the  receipt  of  the  present  to  appear  some- 
what tardy,  the  members  of  Bethesda  Lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A. 
under  your  jurisdiction,  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  deep 
and  unfeigned  regret  with  which  the  intelligence  of  the  untimely 
and  violent  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  received  amongst  them.  By  a  unanimous  resolve 
i" if  1 1'  rhesda  Lodge,  it  was  agreed  that  a  letter  should  be  addressed 
to  you,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  as  their  most  worthy  representative, 
to  convey  not  only  to  their  brethren  in  Freemasonry,  but  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  generally,  the  expression  of  their 
most  sincere  condolence  and  regret  on  the  loss  of  so  great  and 
good  a  man  as  Abraham  Lincoln,  whose  memory  should  ever  be 
cherished  by  those  who  profess  the  principles  of  our  ancient  insti- 
tution. 

We,  therefore,  as  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Lodge,  have 
the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves, 

Yours  respectfully  and  fraternally, 

H.  Jennket  Bruscheer,  P.M. 
Edward  Edmonson. 
James  Burrell,  P.M. 

A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  Pentucket  Lodge,  in  the 
case  of  W right  C.  Lyford,  were  presented  and  referred  to 
nnithcrs  Fox,  Perkins,  and  Stearns,  who  subsequently  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  :  — 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  upon  the 
jirmvedings.of  Pentucket  Lodge,  Lowell,  at  their  special  commu- 
nication held  July  6,  A.L.  5865,  for  the  trial  of  Wright  C. 
Lyford,  upon  certain  charges  therein  set  forth,  upon  which  he 
was  by  a  unanimous  vote  found  guilty  and  expelled  from  all  the 
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rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they 
have  examined  the  proceedings,  find  them  to  be  regular,  and 
recommend  that  the  said  proceedings  be  confirmed. 
For  the  Committee, 

James  A.  Fox,  Chairman. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  the  destruction  by 
fire  of  the  Hall  of  Day  Spring  Lodge,  at  Monson,  and  the 
loss  of  its  Charter  and  Regalia,  and  suggested  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  the  remission  of  its  dues,  and  the  presentation  of  a 
new  Charter  and  Jewels,  free  of  expense.  Referred  to  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

The  Grand  Secretary  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
Charter  and  Master's  Gavel  of  St.  Mary's  Lodge,  of  St. 
Mary's,  Georgia,  which  had  fallen  into  the  hands  *of  a 
loyal  brother,  while  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country 
on  the  coast  of  that  State,  and  placed  in  the  possession 
of  Old  Colony  Lodge,  of  Hingham,  for  safe  keeping. 
The  following  letter  accompanied  the  Charter,  and  both  were 
referred  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  to  be  forwarded  as  re- 
quested. 

To  the  W.  Master,  Wardens,  and  Brethren  of  St.  Mary's  Lodge  of  A.  F. 
and  A.  M.,  St.  Manfs,  Georgia. 

Old  Colony  Lodge,  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  Sends  Greeting :  — 

Circumstances  which  cannot  be  better  or  more  exactly  described 
perhaps  than  as  the  u  Fortunes  of  War,"  have  strangely  made 
us  the  keeper  for  some  time  past  of  the  Charter  and  Master's 
Gavel  of  your  Worshipful  Lodge  ;  and  now  that  the  channels  of 
peaceful  communication  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  sec- 
tions of  our  country  are  open  again  at  the  close  of  an  unhappy 
civil  war,  we  desire  to  return  the  same  to  you,  with  every  expres- 
sion of  fraternal  interest  and  good  will. 

The  brother,  but  newly  initiated  into  the  secret  mysteries  of 
our  ancient  and  honored  institution,  from  whose  hands  we  received 
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ihein  for  safe  keeping,  and  at  whose  request  we  became  their 
depository  until  such  time  as  we  could  properly  restore  them, 
remained  with  us  but  a  few  days,  and  is  now  absent  beyond  the 
reach  of  correspondence,  as  our  letters  fail  to  elicit  an  answer ; 
therefore  to  state  with  any  fullness  of  detail  how  the  property  of 
another,  and  so  distant  a  Lodge,  is  rightfully  in  our  possession  is 
at  this  time  impossible.    Anxious  at  the  earliest  available  moment 
to  restore  their  own  to  the  brethren  of  St.  Mary's  Lodge,  and  to 
transmit  therewith  our  sentiment  of  undiminished  friendship,  as 
members  of  the  mystic  tie,  suffice  it  to  say,  that  an  engineer  of  a 
Federal  gun-boat,  connected  with  the  late  blockading  fleet  on  the 
Atlantic  coast,  on  going  ashore  at  the  village  of  St.  Mary's,  at 
the  close  of  a  bombardment,  we  believe,  found  the  place  deserted 
by  most  of  its  white  population,  and  on  entering  a  building  which 
had  utiered  from  the  guns  of  our  ships,  or  had  been  broken  into 
and  rifled  of  its  contents,  found  himself  unexpectedly  within  the 
sacred  precincts  of  a  Masonic  Lodge,  and  on  the  floor  lay  a  roll 
of  j.- 1 K'Ument,  and  a  small  mallet,  which  on  examination  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  Charter  of  the  Lodge  and  the  W.  Master's  gavel. 
To  him  who  had  but  recently  gained  admission  into  the  sublime 
urrujjit  of  our  sacred  brotherhood,  they  were  of  course  objects  of 
i>\i:eniing  interest  and  value,  and  lest  they  should  come  to  the 
eyes  of  the  unworthy,  or  be  utterly  lost,  he  took  them  with  him 
to  bti  boat,  whereupon  being  almost  immediately  ordered  North, 
hti  improved  the  first  opportunity  to  commit  them  to  the  strict 
charge  of  a  sister  Lodge,  for  the  purpose,  as  already  stated,  of 
their  ultimate  restoration  to  the  place  from  which  they  were 
tuketi. 

Through  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts they  will  come  to  you,  and  when  the  parchment  is  again  un- 
rolled in  your  presence,  or  the  venerable  gavel  in  the  Master's 
hand  *  hall  strike  once  more  the  opening  or  the  closing  of  the 
LfOdgft,  may  the  one  read  to  you  anew  as  a  pledge  of  a  tried  but 
faithful  friendship,  and  the  other  echo  to  you  from  a  far  Northern 
State,  the  pulsation  of  hearts  not  alienated  from  their  Masonic 
hniHn  rs  in  the  South. 

The  war  so  bitterly  waged,  now  ended  as  we  trust  forever- 
uiore,  has  proved  in  many  affecting  ways,  the  majestic  character 
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and  regal  worth  of  tbe  great  institution  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masonry.  It  has  hovered  like  God's  Angel  of  Mercy  over  the 
bloody  battle-field,  —  it  has  ministered  its  loving  charities  to  the 
wounded  and  the  dying, — it  has  relieved  the  suffering  of  the  pris- 
oners, —  it  has  preserved  the  sacred  ashes  of  the  honored  dead  ; 
and  when  the  soldier  was  struck  down,  it  has  discovered  to  him  a 
friend  and  brother  in  the  foe. 

Its  principles  of  liberality,  brotherly  love,  and  charity,  have 
stood  the  fiery  trial,  and  the  obligations  to  which  all  swear  fealty 
who  bow  the  naked  knee  at  the  consecrated  altar,  have  shown 
their  binding  force  to  be  strong  as  links  of  steel. 

And  now  that  the  strife  is  over,  and  the  sword  is  returned  to 
its  scabbard,  may  we  not  expect  that  the  same  institution,  co-ex- 
tensive with  the  whole  domain  of  our  land,  which  has  so  mitiga- 
ted the  cruelties  of  war,  shall  also  act  no  small  part  in  the  earnest 
and  difficult  work  of  a  National  "  Reconstruction,"  of  restoring 
to  health  and  wholeness  our  dismembered  country,  of  re-establish- 
ing in  Wisdom,  Strength,  and  Beauty,  which  Masons  are  taught 
to  believe  "  are  about  God's  throne  as  the  pillars  of  his  court,"  a 
union  of  States  under  one  constituted  head,  whose  archetype  shall 
be  the  human  frame,  a  living  organism  of  related  and  co-opera- 
tive parts,  fitly  joined  together  and  compacted  by  that  which 
every  joint  supplieth,  edifying  itself  in  love,  —  many  members  but 
one  body. 

It  is  at  once  the  pride  and  the  glory  of  our  grand  fraternity 
that  it  measures  no  man  by  this  world's  standard  of  high  or  low  ; 
that  it  is  above  the  littleness  which  makes  blood  or  birth-place 
the  test  of  moral  or  intellectual  worth,  and  knows  no  difference  of 
nation,  as  Greek  or  Roman,  as  Jew  or  Gentile,  in  the  ministra- 
tion of  its  rites,  or  the  bestowments  of  its  gifts.  In  this  it  resem- 
bles the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  Deity,  of  Him,  the  Supreme 
Architect  of  the  Universe,  the  initial  of  whose  holy  name  is  sus- 
pended in  every  duly  appointed  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons  from  the  canopy  in  the  East,  and  we  are  sure  that 
such  an  institution,  so  pure  in  spirit,  so  lofty  in  interest,  with 
principles  so  noble  and  so  grand,  will  materially  and  inevitably 
adopt  the  line  of  God's  gracious  providence,  and  welcome,  though 
it  come  through  tears  and  agony,  every  advancement  of  truth  and 
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human  happiness.  So  mote  it  be.  Once  more  Brethren  we 
salute  you. 

E.  Waters  Burr,  W.  M. 

C.  N.  Marsh,  Acting  Senior  Warden. 

Benjamin  Studley,  Acting  Junior  Warden. 

Joshua  Young, 
En  os  Loring, 
(Vela  Whiton, 

Committee  of  Old  Colony  Lodge. 

\  true  copy  from  the  records  of  Old  Colony  Lodge. 

Attest:         C.  W.  S.  Seymour,  Secretary. 

SEPTEMBER  5,  1865. 

On  motion  it  was  — 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  general  Committee,  and  the  further  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  special  Committee 
on  Charity,  for  charitable  purposes. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Lodge  waa 
Hosed  in  Ample  Form,  at  4  o'clock. 


ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION, 
Dec.  18,  A.L.  6865. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  No.  10  Summer  street,  on 
Wednesday,  December  13,  A.L.  5865,  at  2  o'clock,  p.m. 

Present. 

M,  W.  William  Parkman   Grand  Master. 

R,  W.  Charles  C.  Dame   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Wendell  T.  Davis   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  Solon  Thornton   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

];  W.John  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer . 

R.  W.  Charles  W.  Moore   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

11.  W.  Charles  L.  Woodbury  .   .    .  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  William  R.  Alger    jj  Grand  Chaplains. 
W.  Rev.  William  S.  Studlet  ) 


W.  Willi aji  D.  Stratton   Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Henry  W.  Mczzey   Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver   Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Henry  Mullikbn   Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  John  A.  Goodwin  J 

W.  Lovell  Bicknell  >   Grand  Stewards. 

W.  F .  Lyman  Wixbhip  ) 

W.F.J.  F©ss  )  ~ 

rtr  rr        x  ^         >   Grand  Pursuivants. 

W.  Henry  L.  Dalton  J 

W.  E.  D.  Bancroft  )  „     ,  T  ^ 

WTTyr,  >      •   •    Grand  Lecturers. 

W.  L.  H.  Gamwbll  $ 

W.  H.  G.  Barrows   Grand  Organist 

W.  William  H.  Kent   Grand  Chorister. 


District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


R.  W.  James  A.  Fox   ..."   District  No.  I. 

B.  W.  William  Sutton   District  No.  2. 

R.  W.  William  F.  Salmon   District  No.  8. 

R.  W.  H.  C.  Skinner   District  No.  4. 

R.  W.  J.  P.  Lovell   District  No.  5. 

R.  W.  Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmun   District  No.  6. 

R.  W.  L.  P.  Lovell   District  No.  7. 

R.  W.  Rev.  R.  S.  Pope   District  No.  8. 

R.  W.  |Ienry  Chickerino  '.   .   .  District  No.  9. 

R.  W.  Daniel  W.  Crafts   District  No.10. 

R.  W.  William  E.  Parmenter   District  No.ll. 

R.  W.  Newell  A.  Thompson   District  No.12. 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  with  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  William  R.  Alger,  Grand  Chaplain. 
Proxies  were  presented  and  received  as  follows  :  — 

Bro.  Daniel  W.  Taft,  for  Blackstone  River  Lodge  ;  Bro.  Geo. 
A.  Kimball,  for  Republican  Lodge ;  Bro.  Edward  S.  Bradford, 
for  Rural  Lodge  ;  Bro.  Joseph  F.  Snow,  for  Mount  Zion  Lodge  ; 
Bro.  Q.  W.  Lovering,  for  Holyoke  Lodge  ;  Bro.  John  F.  Phelps, 
for  Eden  Lodge. 

Eleusis  Lodge,  U.D.,  presented  its  returns,  with  a  peti- 
tion for  a  Charter,  which  were  received  and  referred  to  Bros. 
Thornton,  Oliver,  and  Mulliken,  who  subsequently  offered 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted :  — 
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ELEUSIS  LODGE.  • 

In  Grand  Lodge,  December  13,  1866. 
TJh-  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Eleusis 
Linlp^  tor  a  Charter,  have  examined  the  by-laws  and  records  of 
the  Lodge,  and  find  them  consistent  with  the  regulations  and  re- 
quirements of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  respectfully  recommend  that 
ihe  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted. 

Solon  Thornton. 
Henry  Mulliken. 
Samuel  P.  Oliver. 

The  returns  and  petition  for  a  Charter  from  Saggahew 
Lodge,  U.D.,  were  received  and  referred  to  Bros.  Coolidge, 
William  F.  Davis,  and  Salmon,  who  offered  the  following 
report ,  which  was  adopted :  — 

SAGGAHEW  LODGE. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  by-laws  of  Sagga- 
hew Lodge  of  Haverhill,  have  carefully  considered  the  same, 
ami  iind  the  by-laws  extremely  voluminous ;  they  have  suggested 
Such  amendments  as  in  their  judgment  are  required  by  the  Rules 
and  H  nidations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  conducive  to  the  har- 
mony and  well  being  of  the  Lodge  seeking  a  Charter  from  this 
body  ;  they  therefore  recommend  that  when  this  Lodge  shall 
adopt  such  recommendations  as  your  Committee  propose,  and  the 
fiiLirii  >]mll  meet  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Master,  that  a  Charter 
issue  to  them,  in  accordance  with  their  petition. 

William  D.  Coologe. 

William  F.  Salmon. 

William  F.  Davis. 

The  returns  from  Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  U.D.,  were  re- 
ferred to  Brothers  Lovell,  Pope,  and  Gamwell,  who  subse- 
quently  offered  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted:  — 
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MOUNT  HOLLIS  LODGE. 
To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  records  and  by-laws 
of  Mount  Hollis  Lodge  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  submit  the 
following  report :  — 

We  would  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be 
granted  when  they  shall  furnish  a  code  of  by-laws  which  shall 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master ;  the  present 
code  not  being  deemed  satisfactory  by  the  Committee,  many  things 
being  incorporated  in  the  by-laws  which  are  unnecessary,  and 
some  being  unconstitutional  and  generally  too  difficult. 

L.  W.  Lovkll. 

R.  S.  Pope. 

L.  H.  Gamwell. 

The  returns  from  Golden  Fleece  Lodge,  LT.D.,  were  also 
received  and  referred  to  Brothers  Coolidge,  Chickering,  and 
Sutton,  and  this  Committee  subsequently  offered  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  adopted  :  — 

GOLDEN  FLEECE  LODGE. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  by-laws  of  Golden 
Fleece  Lodge,  respectfully  report  — 

That  they  have  examined  the  code  of  by-laws  and  records 
submitted  to  them,  and  find  them  generally  correct  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The 
Committee  have  suggested  some  improvements  which  they  recom- 
mend. They  recommend  that  when  these  by-laws  as  amended 
shall  have  been  approved  by  the  Grand  Master,  a  Charter  be 
issued  to  them  in  accordance  with  their  petition. 

William  D.  Coolidge. 

Henky  Chickering. 

Wilwam  Sutton. 

A  complaint  of  Merrimac  Lodge  against  St.  Mark's  Lodge 
for  initiating  a  candidate  who  had  been  rejected  by  the  for- 
mer, was  presented,  and  referred  to  Brothers  Heard,  Thomp- 
son, and  Hutchinson,  who  had  permission  to  report  at  the 
next  Quarterly  Communication. 
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The  papers  in  the  case  of  John  W.  Allison,  who  had  been 
expelled  by  Jerusalem  Lodge,  were  presented  and  referred  to 
Brothers  Skinner,  J.  P.  Lovell,  and  Baker,  who  subse- 
quently offered  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  :  — 

BEPORT  ON  J.  W.  ALLISON. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  doings  of  Jerusa- 
lem Lodge,  Northampton,  relating  to  the  expulsion  of  J.  W.  Al- 
lison, have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  find  the  various  charges 
fully  sustained,  and  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  doings 
of  said  Lodge  be  approved. 

Henry  C.  Skinner. 
J.  P.  Lovell. 
William  W.  Baker. 

*A  communication  from  Day  Spring  Lodge  was  received, 
and  referred  to  Brothers  Dadmun,  Salmon,  and  Paige. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Heard  proposed  the  following  alterations  in 
and  additions  to  Section  1,  Article  VII.,  Part  Third  of  the 
Constitutions  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  viz :  — 

Strike  out  all  that  relates  to  the  Jewels  of  a  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter and  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  insert  the  following :  — 

"  Each  Past  Grand  Master,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and 
Past  Grand  Warden,  shall  be  distinguished  by  the  Jewel  pre- 
scribed for  the  office  he  has  filled,  with  this  difference,  that  such 
Jewel  shall  be  fixed  within  a  circle  or  oval." 

The  proposed  Jewels  were  suggested  by  the  subjoined  extract 
from  "Preston's  Illustration  of  Masonry"  :  — 

"  On  Feb.  14,  1776,  the  Grand  Lodge  Resolved,  That  in  future  ail  Fast 
Grand  Officers  should  be  permitted  to  wear  a  particular  gold  Jewel,  the 
ground  enamelled  blue ;  and  each  officer  be  distinguished  by  the  Jewel  which 
he  wore  while  in  office,  with  this  difference,  that  such  honorary  Jewel 
should  be  fixed  within  a  circle  or  oval ;  on  the  border  of  which  were  to  be 
inscribed  his  name  and  the  year  in  which  he  served  the  office.  This  Jewel 
to  be  worn  in  Grand  Lodge,  pendant  to  a  broad  blue  ribbon,  and  on  other  oc- 
casions to  be  fixed  to  the  breast  by  a  narrow  blue  ribbon." 

The  subject  was  referred  to  Brothers  Heard,  Lewis,  and 
Moore. 
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The  Committees  on  Charity  offered  the  following  reports, 
which  were  adopted :  — 

Boston,  December  13,  1865. 
To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

The  undersigned  Committee  on  Charity  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
hereby  submit  the  following  report :  — 

We  have  received  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
twenty-two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($2250)  ;  twenty-two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  dollars  of  which  we  have  disbursed  to  two 
hundred  and  thirty-one  (231)  worthy  applicants,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance on  hand  of  fifteen  dollars  ($15). 

Samuel  H.  Gregory: 
William  Read. 
Eben  F.  Gay. 
L.  L.  Tarbell. 
Edward  Stearns. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  CHARITY. 

The  undersigned,  a  Special  Committee  on  Charity,  respect- 
fully report  — 

That  they  have  received  from  the  Grand  Treasurer  the  past  year, 


by  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge  9460.00 

Balance  on  hand  at  last  report   6.94 

Total  $456.94 

They  have  distributed  in  charity,  during  the  year  $220.50 

Balance  on  hand  $236.44 

William  Parkman. 

Grajtd  Lodge,  December  18,  1865.  Chas*  W'  Moo*B- 


The  report  of  the  Auditing  Committee  was  presented  and 
adopted. 

The  R.  W.  Bro.  Lewis  presented  the  following  report  on 
the  Library,  which  was  adopted :  — 

REPORT  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

That  the  small  nucleus  of  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  the  com- 
mencement of  a  large  collection  of  Masonic  works,  has  been  very 
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considerably  augmented  since  the  last  report.  It  now  contains 
about  five  hundred  volumes,  all  in  good  order  and  well  bound, 
besides  a  large  number  of  pamphlets.  There  was  received  from 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  $400,  being  the  amount  insured 
on  the  Library  which  was  destroyed.  This  of  course  has  been 
more  than  expended. 

A  perfect  catalogue  has  been  made  of  every  book  and  pamph- 
let, which  includes  a  systematic  index.  Fifty  volumes  of  the 
transactions  of  Grand  Lodges  and  other  Masonic  organizations 
have  been  bound  in  a  substantial  and  neat  manner. 

To  the  urgent  appeal  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library  to  the 
Fraternity,  to  supply  by  donation  the  loss  sustained  by  fire,  there 
has  not  been  that  response  which  should  have  been  so  emphati- 
cally exhibited.  Some  exemplars  of  devotion  to  the  cause  have 
manifested  their  liberality,  and  these  instances  will  be  promulgated 
in  a  future  report ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  of  those  now  present 
some  may  be  prompted  by  this  palpable  hint  to  cause  themselves 
to  be  registered  among  the  benefactors  to  Masonic  literature. 

To  those  of  the  Order  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  biblio- 
graphy of  Freemasonry,  it  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  state,  that 
among  the  large  collections  of  Europe  there  are  some  (and 
it  will  surprise  those  who  may  not  be  informed  of  the  fact)  that 
number  thousands  of  volumes.  Your  chairman  at  his  late  visit 
to  the  Hague,  had  the  pleasure  to  view  the  great  Library  of  the 
late  Dr.  Kloss,  now  the  property  of  the  illustrious  Grand  Master 
of  Holland,  Prince  of  the  Netherlands,  which  contains  more  than 
10,000  volumes  on  the  subject  of  the  Order.  This  collection  is 
open  to  and  free  for  all  Masons,  and  if  any  brother  should  visit 
that  interesting  spot,  he  will  be  welcomed  cordially  by  the  Grand 
Archaeologist  and  Grand  Secretary,  the  savant  Bro.  G.  G.  F. 
Noordziek. 

It  is  hoped  that  Massachusetts  will  come  up  to  a  high  standard 
in  this  particular,  and  maintain  in  this,  as  in  other  characteristics, 
its  pre-eminent  distinction. 

There  has  been  received  a  large  engraved  portrait  of  the  Grand 

Master  of  England,  and  a  view  of  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Geneva ; 

these  have  been  framed,  and  are  the  donation  of  a  brother. 

^      .    -0  10/sc  Winslow  Lewis,  Chairman* 

December  13,  1866.  ' 
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THE  ELECTION. 

At  3  o'clock,  the  hour  fixed  by  the  Constitutions  for  the 
election  of  officers,  the  Grand  Master  ordered  a  return  of  the 
voters ;  and  Brothers  Nickerson,  Kent,  Brainard,  Kimball, 
and  Joy  were  appointed  a  committee  to  distribute  and  report 
the  votes,  with  Brothers  Edward  Stearns,  H.  Brown,  and 
Williams  to  assist  them  in  that  duty. 

The  election  then  proceeded,  and  the  following  Brethren 
were  respectively  elected  to  the  offices  appended  to  their 
names :  — 

R.  W.  Charles  C.  Dame  of  Newburyport  .   .   Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  William  Sutton  of  Salem     ....   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  Wyzeman  Marshall  of  Boston  .   .   .  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

K.  W.  John  McClbllan  of  Boston   ....   Grand  Treasurer. 

B.  W.  Charles  W.  Moor*  of  Boston    .  .   .  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

R.  W.  Winslow  Lewis,  Sersno  D.  Nickerson,  Solon  Thornton, 
Albert  H.  Kelsey,  Charles  A.  Welch. 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 
Sereko  D.  Nickerson,  Samuel  P.  Oliver,  Solon  Thornton. 

The  elections  being  completed,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
appointed  Brothers  Stratton,  Kent,  and  H.  Warren,  a  com- 
mittee to  make  arrangements  for  the  Installation  of  the  Offi- 
cers on  the  evening  of  the  27th  instant. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  closed  until  the  next  morning 
at  9  o'clock,  when  it  was  again  assembled  for  the  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  Work  by  the  Grand  Lecturers,  and  continued 
in  session  during  the  entire  day,  there  being  nearly  six  hun- 
dred brethren  present,  including  the  Masters  and  Wardens 
of  not  less  than  one  hundred  Lodges.  It  was  the  most  nu- 
merously attended  meeting  of  the  kind  in  the  history  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

At  half-past  5  o'clock  the  Grand  Lodge  was  closed,  and 
the  brethren  retired. 
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STATED  COMMUNICATION, 
Dec.  27,  AX.  6866. 

A  Stated  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  in  Boston,  December  27, 
A.L.  5865,  for  the  Installation  of  its  Officers  and  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist. 

Present. 

t 

M.  W.  William  Parkman   Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Charles  C.  Dame   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Rr  W.  Wendell  T.  Dayis   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  W.  W.  Baker   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

K.  W.  John  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  W.  Charles  W.  Moore   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  W.  Charles  L.  Woodbury  ....  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  J.  W.  D ADM  cn   Grand  Chaplain  pro  tern, 

W.  William  D.  Stratton    .....  Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Henry  W.  Muzzey   Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver   Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Henry  Mulliken   Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Lovell  Bioknell   Grand  Steward. 

W.  E.  D.  Bancroft   Senior  Grand  Lecturer. 


District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


R.  W.  Jambs  A.  Fox   District  No.  1. 

R.  W.  William  Sutton   District  No.  2. 

R.  W.  William  F.  Salmon   District  No.  8. 

U.  W.  Henry  C.  Skinner   District  No.  4. 

R.  W.  Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmun   District  No.  6. 

R.  W.  L.  W.  Lovell                          .   .   .   .  District  No.  7. 

R.  W.  Rev.  R.  S.  Pope   District  No.  8. 

R.  W.  David  W.  Crafts                        .   .   .  District  No.10. 

R,  W.  Newell  A.  Thompson   District  No.12. 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  at  half-past  6  o'clock. 
Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  was  voted  to  the  Charity 
C 'ommittee,  for  distribution  to  needy  applicants. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  then  read  his  — 
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ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

Brethren, — Another  year  has  passed,  and  with  it  another  page 
of  our  Masonic  record  is  to  be  this  day  finished.  Before  we  pro- 
ceed with  the  important  business  of  the  hour  let  me  ask  you  all 
to  join  with  me  in  the  expression  of  the  most  fervent  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  unnumbered  blessings  we  have  enjoyed ; 
for  health,  for  prosperity,  for  the  pleasure  of  meeting  each  other 
once  and  again  within  our  Masonic  home  ;.and,  above  all,  for  the 
return  of  that  blessed  peace  which  now  reigns  throughout  our 
beloved  country. 

A  short  year  since,  when  we  were  here  assembled  on  the  anni- 
versary of  St.  John's  Day,  a  large  portion  of  our  country  was  the 
scene  of  terrible  warfare.  Brother  was  armed  against  brother, 
section  against  section,  and  our  beloved  land  was  distracted  by  a 
bloody,  fearful,  fratricidal  war.  During  the  last  few  months  our 
arms  and  the  Union  have  been  successful.  Our  cause  has  tri- 
umphed. Justice,  and  civil  and  religious  liberty  are  again  the 
law.  Thanks  be  to  God  that  the  Stars  and  Stripes  of  our  glori- 
ous old  flag  now  proudly  float  over  every  State  capitol  in  our 
land ;  and  all  men,  of  every  color,  who  claim  common  citizenship, 
are  Free.  Arts  and  manufactures  are  again  busy  throughout 
our  land ;  the  sails  of  our  gallant  merchant-ships  are  again 
whitening  every  sea,  blessing  the  nations  of  the  earth  with  our 
extended  and  increasing  commerce,  which  is  at  once  the  corn, 
wine,  and  oil  of  the  world. 

While  this  fearful  war  has  raged,  and  while  all  these  tribula- 
tions have  beset  the  American  people,  our  beloved  Masonic  Insti- 
tution has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  way  more  undisturbed 
than  any  other  civil  organization.  During  the  past  year  we  have 
enjoyed  unexampled  prosperity.  With  the  great  increase  in  num- 
bers there  has  been  a  most  liberal  addition  to  the  wealth  of  our 
general  funds  and  property.  No  less  than  twelve  new  halls  have 
been  dedicated  to  Masonic  uses  within  Massachusetts  alone.  In- 
deed so  rapid  has  been  our  growth,  and  so  large  the  accession  to 
our  numbers*  that  many  of  our  older  and  more  thoughtful  brethren 
express  the  deepest  anxiety  lest  we  should  be  growing  too  rapidly 
for  our  own  good. 
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I  would  urge  upon  all  the  utmost  care  in  the  selection  of  can- 
di  dates.  Let  no  man  pass  the  ballot-box  who  has  not  a  fair,  un~ 
blemished  reputation,  not  simply  of  a  negative  character, — one  of 
which  no  one  speaks  ill,  —  but  of  a  positive  good  character,  em- 
bodying the  full  integrity  of  a  Man. 

My  deep  conviction  is,  that  of  the  large  numbers  so  rapidly 
being  introduced  into  our  institution,  few,  very  few  pause  to  ana- 
lyze the  beautiful  allegory  to  which  they  have  been  introduced. 
The  esoteric  beauties  of  Masonry  can  be  attained  only  by  the 
nl,  thoughtful,  earnest  student,  who,  while  he  sees  will  think, 
mid  while  he  reads  will  deeply  and  carefully  reflect.  Those  who 
progress  slowly,  observing  all  as  they  pass,  gain  knowledge  by 
decrees,  which  they  enjoy,  and  thus  they  realize  that  "  a  thing 
si  beauty  is  a  joy  forever." 

I  most  earnestly  exhort  all  the  Lodges  to  return  and  firmly 
adhere  to  the  old  landmarks.  Let  no  candidate  be  advanced  un- 
li:sa  he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  work  and  ritual  of  the  de- 
^tve  he  has  passed.    This  is  our  only  safeguard  for  making  intel- 

■i.t  and  appreciative  Masons. 

I  again  call  your  attention  to  the  vexed  subject  of  Dispensa- 
tions, to  which  so  many  of  the  annual  addresses  have  alluded. 
The  number  granted  this  year  is  very  large,  though  less  in  pro- 
portion than  the  last  year.  In  almost  every  case  where  the  dc- 
Vivcri  are  so  conferred  they  are  more  hurried  than  if  given  in  the 
regular  course,  and  always  with  increased  cost  to  the  Lodge.  In 
my  judgment  the  only  true  remedy  for  the  evil  will  be  found  in 
[In.-  firm  resolution  of  all  Masters  to  decline  asking  for  Dispensa- 
tions t  except  upon  the  most  urgent  necessity. 

Tt*  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  I  return  my  sincere 
thanks  for  their  prompt  and  unwearied  zeal  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duty  assigned  them.  All  have  been  active  ;  and  the  full  and 
complete  Reports  for  the  various  Districts  will  be  printed  for  your 
perusal,  and  will  give  a  complete  history  of  the  conditiou  of  all 
tho  Lodges  in  our  jurisdiction.  Where  all  have  done  so  well  any 
especial  mention  would  seem  invidious,  and  I  can  only  say  to  them, 
tme  and  all,  in  behalf  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge, »I  most  sin- 
cerely thank  you. 

I  herewith  submit  a  detailed  statement  of  work  accomplished 
by  the  Grand  Master  and  the  District  Deputies. 
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The  whole  number  of  Lodges  Chartered  and  under  Dispensation  in 


the  Commonwealth  is  now   143 

Whole  number  of  affiliated  brethren  15,000 

Whole  number  of  initiates  the  present  year  2,904 

Whole  number  of  initiates  in  1868   1,700 

Whole  number  of  initiates  in  1864  -   .   .   .   .  2,600 

Whole  number  of  initiates  in  1866   2,904 


  7,104 

DISPENSATIONS  FOR  NEW  LODGES  AND  RENEWALS. 

December  8.  Renewed  the  Dispensation  of  Army  Lodge  No. 
8,  for  one  year  from  November  13.  Located  near  Petersburg, 
Virginia. 

December  14.  Dispensation  for  Mount  Hollis  Lodge  at  Hoi- 
liston.  E.  P.  Whitney,  W.  M. ;  W.  H.  Packer,  S.  W. ;  G.  T. 
Daniels,  J.  W.,  and  ten  others. 

February  11.  Dispensation  for  Golden  Fleece  Lodge  at  Lynn. 
T.  G.  Senter,  W.  M. ;  H.  C.  Blethen,  S.  W. ;  John  G.  Dudley, 
J.  W.,  and  twenty-six  others. 

February  22.  Dispensation  for  Lodge  of  Eleusis  at  Boston. 
Henry  W.  Warren,  W.  M. ;  Richard  Briggs,  S.  W. ;  George  P. 
Sanger,  J.  W.,  and  twenty-one  others. 

May  9.  Dispensation  for  Athelstane  Lodge  at  Worcester. 
Henry  Goddard,  W.  M. ;  H.  T.  Bigelow,  S.  W. ;  E.  P.  Wood- 
man, J.  W.,  and  twenty-eight  others. 

June  12.  Dispensation  for  La  Fayette  Lodge  at  Roxbury. 
Charles  J.  Danforth,  W.  M. ;  John  Kneeland,  S.  W. ;  William 
Hobbs,  jr.,  J.  W.,  and  twenty-one  others. 

June  15.  Dispensation  for  Konohassett  Lodge  at  Cohassett. 
George  Beal,  jr.,  W.  M. ;  James  H.  Bouve,  S.  W. ;  Zaccheus 
Rich,  J.  W.,  and  eleven  others. 

August  8.  Dispensation  for  Acacia  Lodge  at  Gloucester. 
Fits  J.  Babson,  W.  M. ;  George  B.  Honnors,  S.  W. ;  William 
H.  Steele,  J.  W.,  and  seventeen  others. 

September  1.  Dispensation  for  Artisan  Lodge  at  Winchendon. 
John  G.  Folsom,  W.  M. ;  Francis  W.  White,  S.  W. ;  Wildes  P. 
Clark,  J.  W.,  and  twenty-six  others. 

September  13.  Dispensation  for  James  Otis  Lodge  at  Barn- 
stable. James  Marston,  W.  M. ;  Elijah  Lewis,  S.  W. ;  Elisha 
Jenkins,  J.  W.,  and  six  others. 
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September  27.  Dispensation  for  Adelphi  Lodge  at  South  Bos- 
ton. N.  A.  Appollonio,  W.  M. ;  E.  H.  Brainard,  S.  W. ;  Frank 
E.  Jones,  J.  W.,  and  twenty-one  others. 

October  10.  Dispensation  for  Charles  W.  Moore  Lodge  at 
Fitchburg.  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  W.  M. ;  Moses  G.  Lyon,  S.  W. ; 
H.  F.  Coggeshall,  J.  W.,  and  fifteen  others. 

December  14.  Dispensation  for  Adams  Lodge,  Wellfleet,  to  N. 
M.  Rich  and  others. 

CHARTERS  ISSUED. 

December  11.  Doric  Lodge,  Feltonville.  Constituted  January 
19,  and  publicly  installed  officers  in  the  church  in  presence  of  a 
large  audience. 

March  8.    Hope  Lodge,  Gardner.    Constituted  May  3. 

March  8.  Ancient  Landmark  Lodge  at  Shanghai.  Duly 
consecrated  by  the  resident  District  Deputy,  and  now  in  the  best 
working  condition. 

March  8.  May  Flower  Lodge  at  Middleboro.  Consecrated 
March  20. 

March  8.    Belmont  Lodge  at  Belmont.    Consecrated  April  5. 
March  8.    Roswell  Lee  Lodge  at  Springfield.  Consecrated 
March  14. 

March  8.    Starr  King  Lodge,  Salem.    Consecrated  April  17. 
March  8.    Saint  James  Lodge  at  Mansfield.  Consecrated 
March  24. 

June '14.  William  Parkman  Lodge  at  Winchester.  Conse- 
crated J une  22. 

June  14.  North  Star  Lodge,  Ashland.  Consecrated  the 
Lodge  June  14,  and  publicly  installed  the  officers  in  the  presence 
of  a  very  large  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

June  14.  John  T.  Heard  Lodge  at  Ipswich.  Consecrated 
July  7,  and  publicly  installed  the  officers  in  the  Orthodox  church, 
in  the  presence  of  a  very  large  audience. 

June  14.  Star  Lodge  at  Athol.  Consecrated  July  20,  and 
publicly  installed  the  officers  in  the  Unitarian  church,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  very  large  audience. 

December  13.  The  Lodge  of  Eleusis,  Boston.  Consecrated 
December  18,  and  installed  the  officers.  The  Lodge  is  in  a  most 
satisfactory  and  nourishing  condition. 
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December  13.    Saggahew  Lodge,  Haverhill. 
December  13.    Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  Holliston. 
December  13.    Golden  Fleece  Lodge,  Lynn.  Consecrated 
and  officers  installed  December  26. 

DISPENSATIONS  RETURNED  AND  RECALLED. 

November  8.  Army  Lodge  No.  8  returned  Dispensation  with 
satisfactory  Returns. 

August  6.  Army  Lodge  No.  4  returned  Dispensation  with 
satisfactory  Returns. 

December  12.  Army  Lodge  No.  5  returned  Dispensation  with 
satisfactory  Returns. 

United  Lodge  at  Huntington,  having  lost  their  all  by  fire,  are 
discouraged,  and  will  probably  return  their  Dispensation. 

DEDICATION  OF  NEW  HALLS. 

A  new  Hall  for  Doric  Lodge  at  Feltonville,  over  the  church  ; 
a  newly  fitted  and  comfortable  room  and  ante-rooms  ;  paid  for  by 
the  liberal  subscriptions  of  brethren. 

February  7.  A  new  Hall  for  Tyrian  Lodge,  Gloucester ; 
beautifully  fitted  and  very  convenient.  The  Dedication  was  pub- 
lic, and  the  audience  very  large. 

March  17.  A  new  Hall  and  entire  suit  of  apartments  for 
Washington  Lodge,  Roxbury.  The  apartments  are  spacious,  ele- 
gantly designed  and  furnished,  and  in  the  large  hall  is  an  organ 
of  most  tasteful  design  and  great  elegance. 

March  20.  A  new  Hall  for  May  Flower  Lodge  at  Middie- 
boro,  owned  by  the  Lodge. 

April  17.  A  new  Hall  and  entire  suit  of  apartments  for 
Starr,  King  Lodge  at  Salem.  Hall  and  ante-rooms  very  spacious 
and  elegantly  fitted. 

May  1.  A  new  Hall  for  Monitor  Lodge  at  Waltham.  The 
services  were  public,  and  the  hall  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity. 
The  occasion  was  one  of  great  interest. 

May  3.  A  new  Hall  for  Hope  Lodge,  Gardner.  A  beautiful 
suite  of  apartments,  situated  over  the  Town  Hall,  designed  and 
fitted  with  most  exquisite  taste,  and  reflecting  great  credit  upon 
the  liberality  of  the  brethren  who  were  this  day  consecrated  into 
a  Lodge. 
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June  22.  A  new  Hall  and  suite  of  ante-rooms  for  the  William 
Park  man  Lodge  of  Winchester.  This  is  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful halls  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  every  apartment  shows  the 
nit  ill  of  a  master  workman.  The  occasion  was  enlivened  with 
music  of  a  high  order,  most  beautifully  performed  in  the  presence 
of  a  crowded  assembly. 

July  8.    A  new  Hall  for  John  T.  Heard  Lodge,  Ipswich. 

July  20.  A  new  Hall  and  suite  of  ante-rooms  for  Star  Lodge, 
At  hoi;  fitted  by  the  brethren  at  considerable  expense,  and  fur- 
nishing them  a  convenient  hall  of  their  own. 

December  22.  A  new  Hall  for  Day  Spring  Lodge,  Monson ; 
a  vory  neat  and  commodious  apartment. 

December  25.  A  new  Hall  at  Harwich  ;  an  exceedingly  neat 
rt-ioin  and  apartments,  very  comfortable,  and  reflecting  great  credit 
upon  the  liberality  of  the  brethren. 

OFFICIAL  VISITS. 

January  25.  Publicly  installed  the  officers  of  Bristol  Lodge 
at  Attleboro,  in  presence  of  a  large  audience.  The  Lodge  is  well 
organized,  and  in  excellent  working  condition. 

April  13.  Visited  King  Hiram  Lodge  of  Provincetown. 
This  Lodge  was  chartered  in  1795,  and  is  full  of  new  and  active 
material.  They  have  upon  their  roll  many  very  true  and  excel- 
lent old  members,  whose  ardor  is  still  unabated.  The  visit  was 
one  of  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

April  28.  Visited  Wyoming  Lodge  at  Melrose  upon  the  cele- 
bration of  the  anniversary  of  the  dedication  of  their  very  beau- 
i if nl  hall. 

September  11.  Publicly  installed  the  officers  of  Aurora  Lodge 
at  Fitchburg.  As  a  part  of  the  ceremony  the  audience  was 
favored  with  some  music  of  a  high  order,  performed  by  -an  ex- 
cellent quartette  choir. 

October  2.  Installed  the  officers  of  St.  Paul's  Lodge  at  Gro- 
ton,  This  old  Lodge  is  still  vigorous  and  in  good  hands.  The 
'Mirers  are  expert  and  show  the  careful  training  of  our  untiring 
Grand  Lecturer,  Brother  Bancroft. 

October  31.  Made  an  official  visit  to  Old  Colony  Lodge  at 
1 1  ingham.    Condition  excellent. 
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November  16.  Publicly  installed  the  officers  of  Rural  Lodge 
at  Quincy. 

November  21.  Publicly  installed  the  officers  of  Mont  acute 
Lodge  at  Worcester,  assisted  by  the  W.  Grand  Marshal  and  a  full 
delegation.  This  Lodge  has  shown  uncommon  activity,  and  has 
furnished  almost  all  the  members  who  have  formed  Athelstanc 
Lodge  at  Worcester. 

December  1.  Visited  Konohassett  Lodge  at  Cohasset,  now 
under  Dispensation.  They  have  fitted  a  neat  Hall,  which  is  well 
furnished,  and  they  are  in  good  working  condition. 

In  addition  to  the  above-named  visits  I  have  accomplished 
about  one  visit  each  week  during  the  whole  year. 

The  subject  of  Decisions  is  brought  almost  daily  to  the  notice 
of  the  Grand  Master,  from  the  fact  that  brethren  are  from  time 
to  time  called  to  the  office  of  Master  who  are  not  familiar  with 
the  duties  and  prerogatives  of  the  executive  officer  of  the  Lodge. 
In  my  opinion  these  decisions  are,  most  of  them,  simple  directions 
for  the  Master  in  the  government  of  his  Lodge,  and  I  have  here- 
tofore made  no  mention  of  such  action  upon  my  part.  During 
the  past  year  an  application  was  made  to  me  which  I  deem  of 
sufficient  importance  to  bring  to  your  notice.  The  Gate  of  the 
Temple  Lodge,  located  by  its  Charter  in  that  part  of  this  city 
known  as  South  Boston,  applied  to  me  for  permission  to  remove 
said  Lodge  within  the  limits  of  the  city  proper.  The  reasons  were 
stated  to  be,  insufficient  accommodation  in  the  Hall  now  occupied  ; 
their  inability  to  obtain  a  hall  in  South  Boston  suited  to  their  pur- 
pose and  further,  if  they  were  removed  to  the  city  proper  they 
could  obtain  more  work.  I  decided  that  they  could  not  remove. 
Having  been,  by  their  own  request,  located  in  South  Boston,  and 
that  fact  being  stated  in  their  Charter,  it  would  be  unjust  to  all  the 
Lodges  in  Boston  to  permit  a  large  and  active  Lodge  to  come  into 
their  midst  without  their  consent,  and  against  the  express  provis- 
ions of  its  Charter.  As  evidence  that  there  is  no  lack  of  Masonic 
material  in  South  Boston,  and  that  the  accommodations  are  tol- 
erable, I  may  state  that,  since  this  decision,  several  brethren, 
among  whom  are  Past  Masters,  have  applied  for  and  obtained  a 
Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge,  to  be  known  as  Adelphi  Lodge, 
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and  located  at  South  Boston.  They  have  commenced  their  labors, 
and  I  am  assured  with  a  prospect  of  ultimate  success. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  New  Temple  I  submit  to  you  the  let- 
ter of  Brother  S.  K.  Hutchinson,  who  is  employed  to  superintend 
the  building :  — 

"  William  Paukmjlx,  Esq. 

"Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — Agreeably  to  your  request  I  will  give* 
statement  of  the  commencement  of  the  Masonic  building.  The  contract  for 
quarrying  the  stone  was  made  as  early  as  May  3d,  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract  the  stone  was  all  to  be  delivered  on  or  before  No- 
vember 1st,  1866.  But  in  consequence  of  the  contract  not  being  made  ftr 
the  cutting  until  the  8d  of  August,  the  stone  contractor  was  unable  to  fulfil 
his  contract,  and  has  now  delivered  only  about  seven  thousand  feet.  On  the 
8th  of  August  the  masons  commenced  the  preparation  of  the  foundation.  A 
portion  of  the  walls  are  now  ready  for  the  second  floor.  On  the  9th  of  Au- 
gust the  first  stone  was  delivered  to  the  stone-cutters,  since  which  time  they 
have  employed  from  fifty  to  sixty  men,  with  a  prospect  that  the  stone  will  be 
delivered  in  sufficient  quantities  to  keep  that  number  employed  during  the 
winter.  The  three  base  courses  are  now  set,  and  the  foundation  is  ready  far 
the  stone  columns.  The  prospect  is  that  all  the  stone  may  be  delivered  at 
the  building  early  in  July,  1866. 

"  A  portion  of  the  lumber  for  the  floorings  and  roof  is  now  ready,  and  we 
have  the  assurance  of  the  contractor  that  all  sliall  be  delivered  early  the  com- 
ing spring. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"Fraternally  yours, 

"S.  K.  Hutchinson." 

While  upon  this  subject  allow  me  to  express  my  deep  regret  at 
our  seeming  want  of  progress.  It  has  been  owing  to  circum- 
stances, many  of  which  were  beyond  our  control.  At  the  cl6se  of 
the  war,  in  May  last,  we  immediately  set  about  our  labors.  They 
have  been  slow,  but  we  have  now  the  assurance  from  the  quarry 
contractor  that  the  stone  shall  be  ready  as  early  as  wanted ;  and 
we  have  the  promise  of  Messrs.  Runnels,  Clough  &  Co.  that  it 
shall  be  hammered  in  sufficient  quantity  to  commence  with  the 
earliest  spring,  and  that  it  shall  be  finished  in  the  early  summer, 
within  the  time  specified  —  June  30,  1866. 

We  express  the  hope  to  see  this  noble  edifice  completed  within 
the  next  year.  When  finished  it  will  be  an  ornament  to  our  be- 
loved city,  and  a  monument  of  the  taste,  public  spirit,  and  liber- 
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ality  of  the  fraternity.  It  will  be  one  of  the  most  magnificent 
buildings  in  Boston.  While  some  may  question  our  prudence  in 
erecting  a  structure  of  so  great  value  at  the  present  high  cost  of 
all  material  and  labor,  yet  with  a  Fraternity  so  large  as  ours 
(now  numbering  some  15,000),  it  would  seem  that  we  ought 
to  have  a  Home  in  the  capital  of  our  State,  to  which  all  onr 
brethren  can  point  with  pride  and  say,  "  It  was  erected  by  our 
Fraternity." 

It  should  be  disencumbered  of  all  mortgage.  I  will  venture 
to  suggest  that  by  a  little  effort  a  plan  could  be  matured  by  which, 
for  a  sum  paid  by  each  Lodge  equal  to  one  dollar  a  year  for  each 
of  its  members,  in  the  short  period  of  ten  years  a  fund  could  be 
obtained  sufficient  to  sweep  off  every  encumbrance,  and  leave  this 
magnificent  property  and  building  as  a  Home  for.  our  Fraternity 
in  all  coming  time,  and  located,  where  it  ought  to  be,  in  the  capi- 
tal of  the  State. 

No  jealousy  ought  to  be  felt  .by  our  brethren  of  the  country 
towns  in  paying  the  funds  for  this  legitimate  object  of  our  institu- 
tion ;  for  it  should  be  kept  constantly  in  mind  that,  while  the 
branch  of  our  Fraternity  located  in  Boston  has  always  occupied 
apartments  with  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  the  brethren  have 
ever  paid  a  full  rent  therefor,  and  have  also  expressed  the  utmost 
willingness  to  pay  a  very  liberal  rent  for  the  part  of  the  new 
building  they  propose  to  occupy. 

Could  this  or  any  other  plan  be  adopted  by  which  all  encum- 
brance should  be  removed  from  the  property,  the  whole  income 
would  enable  us  to  increase  the  charities  of  our  Institution  and 
thus  more  fully  carry  out,  what  every  true-hearted  brother  will 
always  admit  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  Freemasonry,  the  help 
of  the  unfortunate.  As  every  Lodge  is  represented  by  its  three 
votes  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  rights  of  all  will  be  fully  protected  ; 
and  what  is  planted  here  in  Boston  for  the  benefit  of  the  Frater- 
nity will  always  be  subject  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  when 
in  session.  No  local  influence  can  be  brought  to  bear  unfairly  by 
the  Boston  branch  of  the  Fraternity,  who  are  simply  tenants,  and 
have  no  more  right  to  vote  than  the  rest  of  the  Lodges. 

Earnestly  commending  this  whole  subject  to  you,  I  express  the 
hope  that  it  may  receive  your  early  and  careful  consideration,  and 
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Hsich  prompt  action,  as  in  a  few  years  will  permit  us  to  have  a 
home  which  shall  be  devoted  to  social  culture,  and  the  whole  in- 
come of  which  shall  be  expended  in  charity  for  the  unfortunate  in 
our  Institution. 

Our  charities,  through  your  liberality,  have  been  much  larger 
tti an  ever  before.  The  system  adopted  by  our  Committee  has 
worked  well ;  but  it  should  be  kept  in  mind  by  every  brother  that 
it  is  a  part  of  his  individual  duty  to  find  the  needs  and  claims,  as 
far  as  possible,  of  those  who  make  application  to  him  personally 
for  Masonic  charity.  The  Committee  have  found  their  task  quite 
burdensome  in  consequence  of  the  great  number  of  applicants 
whose  cases  must  be  investigated  before  help  can  be  granted. 
These  labors  would  be  much  lessened  if  every  brother  who  sends 
a  case  to  the  Committee  would  himself  investigate  as  far  as  pos- 
sible. I  would  further  suggest  that  a  custom  has  obtained  to  very 
considerable  extent  with  many,  to  send  indiscriminately  all  who 
may  apply  for  any  help  to  the  Grand  Master,  saying  to  them 
"  Go  to  him  and  he  will  help  you."  This  is  entirely  wrong.  The 
Grand  Master  is  not  the  head  of  your  Bureau  of  Charity,  and  it 
i.^  not  a  part  of  his  duty  to  dispense  charity.  .  He  is  the  executive 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  his  legitimate  field  of  labor  has  his 
full  share  of  work.  While  I  have  always  cheerfully  disbursed 
the  little  put  in  my  hands  for  that  purpose,  I  have  found  no  day 
lu  the  last  year  in  which  I  have  not  been  obliged  to  look  for  and 
obtain  help  for  some  applicant  for  Masonic  charity  and  often  for 
work,  when  perhaps  the  brother  who  sent  the  applicant  had  much 
letter  opportunity  to  find  either  for  the  petitioner  than  the  Grand 
Master,  who  of  necessity  has  his  full  share  of  calls  from  those 
without  our  jurisdiction.  I  trust  these  plain  hints  will  produce 
reform. 

On  the  subject  of  Army  Lodges,  there  has  been  a  great  variety 
of  opinions  held  and  expressed.  Many  of  our  sister  jurisdictions 
refuse,  under  any  circumstances,  to  grant  such  Dispensations. 
^Vhen  I  entered  upon  my  duties  as  Grand  Master,  I  found  my 
immediate  predecessor  had  started  several  of  that  kind  of  Lodges 
on  condition  that  they  should  confer  the  degrees  only  upon  mem- 
bers of  their  own  regiments,  and  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
These  Lodges  have  all  done  some  work ;  some  of  them  a  large 
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amount ;  and  among  the  records  are  found  as  well-kept  tfnd  care- 
ful transcripts  of  proceedings  as  any  Lodge  might  feel  proud  to 
emulate.  Some  of  them  have  every  page  covered  with  golden 
records  of  the  good  done  to  wounded  and  distressed  brethren,  or 
of  money  spent  in  recovering  from  the  field  the  bodies  of  those 
who  have  fallen  in  defence  of  our  flag  and  sending  them  home  to 
their  bereaved  friends. 

Every  dollar  earned  by  these  Lodges  has  been  nobly  expended 
in  the  true  Masonic  field  of  charity  in  its  largest  sense,  and  they 
all  deserve  our  earnest  commendation.  The  returns  will  be  found 
with  the  Reports  of  the  District  Deputies. 

My  brethren,  I  have  furnished  you  with  a  long  record  of  the 
work  of  the  year  just  closing ;  but  it  is  a  mere  outline  of  the 
amount  of  labor  performed.  Three  years  since,  when  your  pre- 
ference placed  me  at  the  head  of  our  beloved  Institution,  I  had 
great  distrust  of  my  own  ability  to  accomplish  the  vast  labor  that 
would  necessarily  devolve  upon  me ;  but  by  the  kind  help  of  all 
my  bretnren,  it  has  been  accomplished,  and  the  increased  and 
8 till  increasing  labors  have  been  promptly  met,  and,  as  I  believe, 
almost  entirely  completed,  leaving  to  my  successor  a  clear  docket 
to  commence  with. 

Our  financial  condition  is  excellent.  While  our  expenditures 
have  been  very  heavy,  our  receipts  from  the  large  number  of 
candidates  have  also  been  large.  All  moneys  expended  for  visit- 
ing Lodges,  either  by  the  Grand  Master  and  suite,  or  by  the  Dis- 
trict Deputies,  I  believe  to  have  been  well  and  profitably  spent 
for  the  real  and  permanent  good  of  the  Institution. 

In  my  judgment  the  social  principle  of  Freemasonry  is  just  as 
much  a  fundamental  element  as  the  duty  of  charity.  The  latter 
cannot  long  be  kept  up  and  carried  out  unless  the  former  is  from 
time  to  time  called  into  action  to  bring  the  brethren  around  the 
social  board.  With  this  view  of  the  nature  of  our  Institution  I 
have,  during  my  administration  of  affairs,  always  ordered  an  en- 
tertainment upon  the  day  set  apart  for  the  exemplification  of  the 
Work  and  Lectures,  at  which  time  all  present  have  been  invited 
to  partake  of  a  dinner,  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  This  meeting  has  proved  one  of  great  interest  and  profit 
to  our  whole  jurisdiction.    As  evidence  of  the  interest  manifested 
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tliis  year,  I  may  state  that  over  six  hundred  brethren  were  pres- 
ent to  witness  the  exhibition  of  the  Work  and  Lectures,  and  five 
hundred  and  twenty  partook  of  the  mid-day  feast.  It  was  truly 
a  season  of  great  refreshment.  We  were  also  permitted  to  as- 
semble around  the  social  board  upon  St.  John's  Day,  after  the 
Installation  ceremonies. 

Our  Institution  is  in  excellent  condition.  Funds  are  provided 
for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work  upon  our  new  Temple  at 
tlitj  earliest  moment  of  the  opening  spring.  I  trust  that  the  unan- 
imity which  has  marked#your  action  from  the  moment  of  the  in- 
ception of  this  vast  undertaking  will  be  continued  until  it  shall  be 
completed  and  every  incumbrance  upon  it  fully  paid,  so  that  we 
may  point  to  it  as  our  own  home. 

Three  years  since  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Grand  Master 
with  a  deep  conviction,  of  twenty  years  growth,  of  the  firm  and 
abiding  faith  in  their  principles,  and  in  each  other,  which  has 
always  been  manifested  during  my  intercourse  with  the  Frater- 
nity- With  the  large  experience  of  the  past  three  years  my  faith 
has  not  been  disappointed ;  but  to-night,  my  brethren,  with  the 
whole  flood  of  kindnesses  that  now  swell  up  before  my  mind, 
I  ain  more  deeply  impressed  than  ever  before  with  the  con- 
viction that  the  divine  principles  of  our  glorious  old  moss-cov- 
ered allegories  are  the  true  principles  with  which  to  indoc- 
trinate the  human  heart,  and  stimulate  it  to  high  and  noble 
purposes. 

But,  my  brethren,  I  must  close.  Before  doing  so,  however, 
nl  low  me  to  say,  that  during  all  my  three  years  of  labor  I  have 
foand  my  brethren  ready  at  all  times  to  aid  me  in  serving  the  in- 
terests of  the  Fraternity.  I  have  found  with  all,  helping  hand*, 
and  ready  and  willing  hearts.  Good  purposes  have  been  suggested 
aU  about  me.  Be  assured  I  am  not  unmindful  of  these  favors. 
While  I  say' to  each  and  every  officer,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  I  thank  you !  so  to  every  well-beloved  brother  now  be- 
fore me,  or  in  the  Institution,  if  he  has  done  anything  to  aid  me 
in  discharging  the  duties  to  which  your  preference  called  me,  I 
say,  one  and  all,  I  thank  you ! 

And -may  peace,  joy,  and  prosperity  be  our  lot  for  length  of 
Jays  to  come,  until  the  last  syllable  of  recorded  time. 
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The  Address  was  listened  to  with  great  attention,  and  on 
motion  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  Brothers 
Train,  Heard,  Woodbury,  Moore,  Lewis,  Coolidge,  and 
Gardner. 

The  next  business  being  the  installation  of  officers,  R.  W. 
Brothers  Heard,  Coolidge,  Lewis,  Gardner,  and  Jones  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  introduce  the  new  Grand  Master 
elect.  The  Committee  having  attended  to  that  duty,  the  R. 
W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  Esq.,  of  Kewburyport,.  was  duly 
installed  Grand  Master  of  the  M.  W.  "Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts for  the  ensuing  year,  and  saluted  as  such  in  due 
and  ancient  form. 

The  new  Grand  Master  then  installed  the  Grand  Wardens, 
Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  and  announced  the  appointment  of 
R.  W.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson  as  his  Deputy  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  having  installed  him  into  his  office,  directed  him  to 
install  the  appointed  officers  as  follows  :  — 

Cor.  Grand  Secretary. 
Grand  Chaplains. 

Grand  Marshal. 
Grand  Sword-Bearer. 
Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Grand  Stewards. 

Grand  Pursuivants. 
Standard-Bearer. 

Grand  Lecturers. 

Grand  Organist. 
Grand  Chorister. 
Grand  Tyler. 


B.  W.  Charles  L.  Woodbubt,  Boston  .... 
W.  Ber.  William  B.  Aloer,  Boston  ) 
W.  Ber.  J.  W.  Dadmuk,  Boston  J 

W.  William  D.  Strattok,  Melrose  

W.  Henry  W.  Muzzet,  Cambridge  

W.  Samuel  P.  Olivbb,  Boston  

W.  F.  J.  Foss,  Maiden  ,  

W.  Edward  Stearns,  Boston 
W.  H.  H.  F.  Whittemore,  Marblehead 
W.  George  Frost,  Boxbury  >  "  "  * 

W.  Arthur  Chehet,  Boston  i 
W.  J.  Edward  Everett,  South  Dedham  i 
W.  Charles  Hetwood,  Gardner  j 

W.  Nicholas  Johnson,  Newbury  port  

W.  E.  D.  Bancroft,  South  Groton  \ 
W.  L.  H.  Gamwell,  Pittefleld         >  .... 
W.  Itort  H.  Pope,  Boston  ) 

Bro.  J.  B.  Rhodes,  Boston  

Bro.  William  H.  Kent,  Charlestown  

Bro.  Ebb*  F.  Gat,  Boston  
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District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


R.  W.  James  A.  Fox,  Boston  .   .   District  No.  1. 

R.  W.  Georoe  H.  Pierson,  Salem   District  No.  2. 

R.  W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop,  Lawrence   District  No.  8. 

W.  H.  C.  Skinner,  Milford   District  No.  4. 

R.  W.  Jonathan  R.  Gay,  Stoughton   District  No.  6. 

R.  W.  A.  A.  Burditt,  Clinton    District  No.  6. 

R.  W.  John  B.  Baylies,  New  Bedford   District  No.  7. 

R.  W.  R.  S.  Pope,  Hyannis   District  No.  8. 

R.  W.  H.  Chickering,  Pittsfield   District  No.  9. 

R.  W.  David  W.  Crafts,  Northampton   District  No.  10. 

R.  W.  S.  0.  Dearborn,  Melrose   District  No.  11. 

R.  W.  N.  A.  Thompson,  Boston   District  No.  12. 

R.  W.  George  H.  Kendall,  Valparaiso,  S.A   District  No.  18. 

R.  W.  Ithima  B.  Eames,  Shanghae,  China   District  No.  14. 


The  foregoing  officers  having  been  installed,  the  following 
Committees  were  announced :  — 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 
S.  D.  Nickerson,  Samuel  P.  Oliver,  Solon  Thornton. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 
Winslow  Lewis,  J.  H.  Skeppard,  W.  S.  Gardner. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CHARITY. 

S.  H.  Gregory,  William  Reed,  E.  F.  Gat,  L.  L.  Tarbell, 
E.  M.  P.  Wells. 

The  usual  proclamation  was  then  made  by  the  Grand 
Marshal,  after  which  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  delivered  the 
following  brief  and  appropriate 

ADDRESS. 

Brethren  op  the  Grand  Lodge,  —  By  the  expression  of 
your  confidence  I  have  been  called  to  preside  over  your  delibera- 
tions, and  to  discharge  the  high  and  important  duties  connected 
with  the  greatest  honor  in  your  power  to  confer.  I  return  to  you 
my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  your  partiality  and  kindness, 
and  the  high  honor  which  I  have  received  at  your  hands,  and 
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assure  you  that  my  most  earnest  endeavor  will  be  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  my  office  impartially  and  faithfully,  and  to  maintain  the 
dignity,  honor,  and  character  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

In  assuming  the  responsibilities  of  this  high  position,  I  rely 
with  confidence  upon  your  cordial  co-operation  to  assist  me  in 
promoting  the  prosperity  and  continuing  the  harmony  which  now 
prevail  throughout  our  jurisdiction.  We  are  all  equally  interested 
in  the  same  great  work,  and  have  for  our  guide  the  Constitu- 
tions of  our  Order,  framed  from  the  wisdom  of  ages,,  and  ex- 
pounded by  the  untiring  exertions  of  those  whom  this  Grand  Lodge 
have  been  pleased  to  honor  in  high  official  stations. 

These  Constitutions  are  for  the  government  of  the  whole  fra- 
ternity, and  with  the  laws  and  regulations  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
binding  alike  upon  every  member  within  our  jurisdiction,  whether 
he  be  an  entered  apprentice,  taking  his  first  step  in  the  mysteries 
of  our  Order,  or  the  Grand  Master  exercising  the  high  functions 
of  his  office. 

By  a  diligent  observance  of  our  Constitutions,  Laws,  and  Reg- 
ulations, and  an  early  explanation  of  their  excellent  precepts  to 
those  who  receive  light  at  our  hands,  the  prosperity  of  our  Order 
will  be  preserved,  harmony  and  good  feeling  will  continue,  and  all 
will  be  united  in  upholding  the  noble  principles  of  our  ancient  and 
time-honored  institution. 

The  "Work  and  Lectures  as  exemplified  by  the  Grand  Lecturers  • 
in  the  year  1862,  having  been  approved  by  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and  it  being  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Lecturers  to  instruct  accord- 
ing to  this  system  until  this  Grand  Lodge  shall  otherwise  direct, 
all  Lodges  should  strictly  conform  thereto.  No  power  exists,  ex- 
cept in  this  Grand  Lodge,  to  change  or  vary  this  work,  and  no 
other  should  be  practised  or  taught  by  any  one.  No  lecturer 
other  than  one  of  the  Grand  Lecturers  can  be  employed  by  any 
Lodge  without  the  written  authority  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  the 
instructions  of  the  Grand  Lecturers  cannot  be  interfered  with 
except  by  the  Grand  Master,  or  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  .1  trust 
that  all  will  exert  themselves  to  preserve  our  ritual  from  any, 
even  the  least,  innovation. 

The  present  condition  of  our  fraternity  throughout  our  juris- 
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diction  having  been  so  fully  placed  before  you  by  him  who  has 
zealously  watched  over  its  interests  during  the  last  three  years,  it 
is  unnecessary  that  I  should  make  it  the  subject  of  address. 
Allow  me,  however,  to  rejoice  with  you  at  the  prosperity  which 
pervades  our  jurisdiction,  and  the  strength  and  harmony  of  our 
honored  institution  throughout  our  country.  The  rapid  increase 
of  applicants  to  join  our  numbers  requires  unusual  vigilance  that 
none  but  those  who  will  strengthen  and  adorn  our  institution  are 
permitted  to  pass  our  portals.  With  proper  care  the  prosperity 
which  now  attends  us  will  continue,  and  the  blessings  which  flow 
from  our  Order  will  exert  their  benign  influence  in  all  coming  time. 

The  E.  W.  Bro.  Gardner,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
petition  for  the  relief  of  the  Masonic  bodies  at  Columbia, 
S.C.,  asked  and  obtained  permission  to  present  the  following 
report :  — 

Ik  Grand  Lodgs,  Dec.  27,  A.L.  5866. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  Masons  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  praying  for  pecuniary  aid 
to  re-establish  the  institution  in  that  city,  respectfully  report — 

Your  Committee  have  read  with  much  attention  the  eloquent 
and  touching  appeal  to  the  1 4  Fraternity  of  Masons  throughout  the 
United  States,"  from  the  pen  of  that  accomplished  scholar  and 
distinguished  writer,  Bro.  *W.  Gilmore  Simms,  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  has  submitted  to  them.  .  It  is  apparent  that  the  ravages  of 
war  have  not  spared  our  brethren  of  that  unfortunate  city ;  their 
private  dwellings  and  property  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  ;  their 
temples  reduced  to  ashes,  and  all  the  paraphernalia  of  their  Lodges, 
their  altars,  jewels*  tools,  insignia,  and  banners,  have  been  con- 
signed to  a  common  ruin.  In  their  utter  destitution  they  appeal 
to  the  benevolence  and  charity  of  the  Fraternity  to  come  to  their 
aid ;  to  assist  them  in  rebuilding  their  Temple,  in  erecting  the 
Masonic  Altars  again  in  the  capital  of  their  State,  and  in  restoring 
to  its  former  influential  position  the  Order  of  Masonry. 

But  they  do  not  plead  for  assistance  upon  the  simple  score  of 
brotherhood  ;  they  "  claim  to  have  been  always  true  to  the  breth- 
ren, even  when  war  raged  like  a  demon  through  the  land,"  that 
they  have  sought  out  their  Northern  brethren  in  the  prisons 
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where  they  lay  captive ;  have  supplied  them  with  money,  clothes, 
comforts,  and  even  luxuries  ;  have  obtained  their  temporary  release 
firom  prison  that  they  might  join  with  the  brethren  of  Columbia 
in  the  rights  of  Masonry.  Thus  they  confidently  appeal  to  the 
testimony  of  hundreds  of  their  captives,  to  speak  of  no  other 
guests,  to  show  that  they  have  been  faithful  to  their  brethren, 
and  to  all  those  principles  and  laws  of  our  sacred  Order,  which 
are  paramount  in  the  minds  and  souls  of  all  the  brotherhood. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Masons  to  assuage  the  miseries  of  war ;  to 
soothe  the  unhappy,  to  sympathize  with  their  misfortunes,  and  to 
compassionate  their  miseries,  are  among  the  tenets  of  our  profes- 
sion. Our  brethren  of  South  Carolina  have  thus  been  performing 
their  duties  as  Masons,  and  fulfilling  their  obligations ;  numerous 
instances  of  their  kindness  and  attention  to  the  craft,  to  those 
soldiers  from  the  North  whom  the  sad  fate  of  war  has  thrown 
upon  their  compassion,  have  been  told  by  those  whose  lives  have 
been  spared.  Your  Committee  believe  it  to  be  not  out  of  place 
in  this  report,  to  make  record  of  the  fact,  that  South  Carolina  • 
Masons,  in  repeated  instances,  have  comforted  the  sick,  relieved  ' 
the  distressed,  liberated  the  captive,  and  consoled  the  dying  breth- 
ren from  Massachusetts. 

The  financial  condition  of  our  Grand  Lodge  at  the  present 
time,  is  such  as  to  require  of  us  the  most  careful  and  rigid  econo- 
my. Like  our  brethren  who  have  addressed  us  in  such  pathetic 
appeals,  we  have  recently  met  with  a  most  serious  loss  ;  in  the 
midst  of  peace,  comfort,  and  unexampled  prosperity,  the  aveng- 
ing element  in  one  night  destroyed  our  Temple  with  all  the  valu- 
able property  which  it  contained,  reducing  to  ashes  the  archives 
of  our  Grand  Lodge,  full  of  the  most  pleasing  mementos  of  the 
past.  The  foundations  of  a  new  Temple  have  been  laid  upon  the 
rains,  and  we  trust  that  before  long,  like  the  immortal  bird  of 
antiquity,  there  will  rise  from  the  ashes  one  more  elegant  and 
beautiful  than  that  which  was  consumed ;  all  the  resources  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  its  means  and  its  credit,  will  be  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  enterprise ;  for  the  time  being  our  expenditures  must  be 
reduced,  and  even  our  charities  limited. 

Thus  while  we  would  cheerfully  and  with  alacrity  assist  our 
brethren  of  South  Carolina,  while  our  hearts  respond  to  their  ear- 
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EiOftJ  appeal  for  aid,  and  our  desires  are  ardent  to  assist  them,  the 
pivdent  condition  of  our  Treasury  prevents. 

Your  Committee  desire,  however,  to  present  the  cause  of  our 
<u  ring  brethren  of  Columbia  to  the  Lodges  and  craft  generally 
i  if  Massachusetts,  as  worthy  objects  of  their  charities,  and  as  de- 
eerving  their  assistance. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
C.  Levi  Woodbury. 
George  W.  Warren. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted ;  and,  on  motion,  it 
\\  sin  ordered,  that  in  accordance  with  an  old  Masonic  custom, 
now  almost  or  quite  obsolete,  the  Grand  Marshal  and  Dea- 
cons were  ordered  w  to  pass  the  hat  round  among  the  breth- 
ren" for  such  voluntary  contributions  as  they  might  individu- 
ally feel  disposed  to  make  for  the  purpose  stated ;  the  result 
w;is  the  collection  of  $123.67,  which  was  subsequently  made 
up  to  the  even  sum  of  $200,  and  the  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  forward  the  same  to  the  memorialists. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  closed  in  Ample  Form ;  after 
which  the  bretliren  repaired  to  the  Banqueting-Hall  for  the 
celebration  of  the  "Annual  Feast." 
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REPORTS  OF  DISTRICT  DEPUTIES. 


FIRST  DISTRICT. 

To  ike  Most  Worshipful  William  Parxmax,  Grand  Master  of  Masons 
in  Massachusetts, 

Deab  Sir  and  Brother,  —  Having,  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  First 
Masonic  District,  for  which  honorable  position  I  am  indebted  to 
your  kind  consideration,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  accompanying 
remarks  upon  the  returns  and  condition  of  the  several  Lodges 
comprising  said  district. 

The  following  table,  arranged  in  the  order  of  my  official  visits, 
contains  «uch  (Statistics  as  will  enable  you  to  judge  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  first  district,  and  the  result  of  its  labors  for  the 
past  year :  — 


Data  of 

No.  of 

Name  at  Lodge. 

Location. 

Viaitatlon. 

Member*. 

Initiation*. 

Rejection*. 

Feqoossetie 

.  Watertown 

.  Oct.   9  . 

.    97  . 

.  17  . 

.  8 

St.  Andrews'  . 

.  Boston     .  . 

.     »  12. 

.    46  . 

.    7  . 

.  1 

Hammatt    .  - 

.  East  Boston  . 

.     „   26  . 

.    53  . 

.  82  . 

.  9 

Mount  Tabor  . 

>»        n  • 

.     „   26  . 

.  199  . 

.  87  . 

.  26 

Monitor  .   .  . 

.  Waltham  .  . 

.     „   80  . 

.  104  . 

.  18  . 

.  18 

Bethesda    .  . 

.  Brighton  .  . 

•     „   31  . 

.    68  . 

.  11  . 

.  2 

St  John's  .  . 

.  Boston      .  . 

.  Nor.  6  . 

.  806  . 

.  87  . 

.  14 

Revere  .   .  . 

•     „     7  . 

.  160  . 

.  18  . 

.  8 

Window  Lewis 

.    „  10  . 

.    49  . 

.  21  . 

.  2 

Mount  Lebanon 

•      »  • 

•     „   18  . 

.  273  . 

.  88  . 

.  19 

Baalbec  .   .  . 

.  East  Boston  . 

•     „   14  . 

.  142  . 

.  88  . 

.  24 

Behnont .   .  - 

.  Belmont    .  . 

.  Dec.  6  . 

.    15  . 

.    6  . 

.  1 

1^511 

269 

126 
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I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  above  column  of  rejections,  in  the 

! ;  tion  that  it  bears  with  the  column  of  initiates ;  for,  in  my 
judgment,  the  percentage  of  rejections  is  disproportional.  Had 
the  proposed  been  fit  subjects  for  the  use  of  the  foul  ballot,  they 
should  not  have  been  44  recommended  for  initiation."  The  cases 
herein  reported,  of  nearly  one-half  rejections  in  two  instances, 
a  [id  nearly  two-thirds  in  one  instance,  will,  if  long  persisted  in, 
hreak  up  the  Lodge  where  such  contentions  exist. 

Excuses  are  sometimes  made  for  this  close  sifting  of  candidates, 
hy  repeating  the  phrases,  44  making  Masons  too  fast,"  44  inordi- 
nate rush  for  the  degrees/'  and  kindred  sayings.  During  my 
%  i  sits  I  have  represented  the  fact  of  the  little  danger  to  the  frater- 
nity from  such  causes,  so  long  as  the  ratio  of  Masons  bears  so 
1  tumble  a  proportion  to  the  population  of  the  State.  Again  I 
have  urged  it  upon  the  brethren  to  exercise  great  care  in  the  rec- 
ommendation of  candidates  for  the  degrees ;  and,  above  all,  when 
a  name  comes  properly  before  them,  not  to  let  personal  pique  or 
private  ill-will  prompt  them  to  do  a  public  wrong  by  an  unfair 
and  improper  use  of  a  Mason's  sacred  ballot. 

The  work  in  the  several  Lodges  has  been  variable;  in 
alt  fairly,  and  in  some  most  excellently  done ;  but  I  would, 
through  you,  worshipful  sir,  enjoin  it  upon  all  brethren,  whatever 
their  station,  to  whom  is  entrusted  the  exemplification  of  our 
ancient  rites,  not  to  speak  the  beautiful  language  of  our  ritual 
M  trippingly,"  but  let  it  come  with  due  solemnity  and  force,  as 
from  the  heart ;  and  though  they  may  lack  the  grace,  of  oratory, 
yot  the  words  cannot  fail  to  make  due  impress  upon  the  minds  of 
i  he  hearers.  Without  intending  any  comparison  between  the 
M-veral  Lodges  of  the  first  district,  I  beg  leave  to  enumerate  the 
U  Mowing  as  deserving  of  special  mention  for  general  excellence 
in  the  work  as  a  whole;  viz.,  Winslow  Lewis,  Revere,  Bel- 
mont. 

Dispensations  have  been  given  to  confer  the  degrees  out  of  the 
regular  course  in  Che  following  instances :  — 

To  Mount  Tabor  Lodge,  candidate  H.  A.  Lovewell,  March  17. 
„  Baalbec  Lodge,  „       Wesley  A.  Gove,  March  21. 

„  Mount  Tabor  Lodge,       „       Zenas  C.  Flynn,  Sept  7. 
„  Pcquossettc  Lodge,         „       George  Warren  Wood,  Oct  9. 
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All  the  Lodges  of  the  first  district  have  evidenced  the  utmost 
loyalty  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  in  their  kindly 
reception  of  myself  and  suite  as  its  representative,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  my  official  visits ;  and  I  thank  you,  most  worshipful  sir, 
for  selecting  me  as  the  humble  recipient  of  such  paternal  hospi- 
talities. I  also  desire  to  thank,  through  you,  B.  W.  Brothers 
Thornton  and  Alger,  W.  Brothers  Edward  Stearns,  A.  G.  Smith, 
W..W.  Baker,  S.  A.  Stetson,  and  W.  U.  Moulton,  who  have  so 
kindly  aided  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 
Very  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

JAMES  A,  FOX, 
Dist.  Dep.  Grand  Master^  First  Mass.  Dist. 


SECOND  DISTRICT. 

To  fhe  Most  Worshipful  William  Parkmax,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

Ik  submitting  this  my  Sixth  Annual  Report,  as  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  for  the  Second  Masonic  District,  I  do  not  propose 
to  go  into  any  details ;  but  I  may  state,  as  the  general  result  of 
my  visitations,  official  or  otherwise,  during  the  past  year,  that  the 
Lodges  in  my  district  are  in  a  prosperous  and  thriving  condition  ; 
that  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  Order  are  well  preserved ;  that 
the  work  is  correctly  and  thoroughly  done ;  and  that  the  social 
and  charitable  influences  of  Masonry,  within  the  limits  of  my 
district,  are  not  only  unimpaired,  but  have  expanded  widely, 
and  are  shedding  abroad  newer  and  larger  benefits  and  bless- 
.  ings.  To  this  gratifying  summary  I  desire  to  add  but  a  single 
statement,  which  will  need  no  comment,  that  during  my  term 
of  office  three  new  Lodges  have  been  instituted,  the  whole  num- 
ber being  now  thirteen  in  the  district,  besides  two  under  dispen- 
sation ;  and  that  while  for  the  first  year  of  that  term  the  fees 
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paid  to  the  Grand  Lodge  were  $291,  the  return  for  the  past  year 
was  $741. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  say,  that,  thanking  you  for  the 
confidence  reposed  in  and  the  courtesy  uniformly  extended  to- 
wards me,  and  fervently  hoping  that  you  may  be  long  spared 
to  aid  by  your  wise  counsels  our  ancient  and  beloved  frater- 
nity, 

I  remain,  truly,  your  friend  and  brother, 

WILLIAM  SUTTON, 
,  Dist.  Dep.  Grand  Master,  Second  Mass.  Dist. 

Salem,  Dec.  22,  1855. 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 

To  William  Parkman,  Esq.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  As  my  second  year  of  service  draws 
near  its  close,  I  am  reminded  that  I  have  an  account  to  render  in 
behalf  of  the  brethren  of  the  Third  Masonic  District,  who  have 
most  cordially  greeted  me  on  every  occasion  that  it  has  been  my 
privilege,  to  be  specially  with  them. 

In  my  last  report  I  gave  you  to  understand  that  business  was 
generally  conducted  satisfactorily  throughout  the  district,  and  that 
where  all  did  so  well  I  could  not  consistently  particularize.  This 
happy  condition  continues  at  the  present  time ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  Lodges  located  in  this  district  will  compare  favor- 
ably with  any  in  the  State  in  all  respects. 

The  following  exhibit  of  work  done,  attendance  for  year,  &c, 
tells  its  own  tale,  and  needs  no  commeut  from  me :  — 
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The  year  ju9t  passed  has  been  one  of  uncommon  prosperity ; 
and  the  change  from  war  to  peace  most  naturally  opens  a  new  and 
very  important  field  for  the  cultivation  of  Masonic  duties. 

There  exists  a  feeling,  well  founded  it  seems  to  me,  that  the 
members  of  an  institution  which  amidst  war  withstood  the  troubles 
surrounding,  and  destroying  the  harmony  of  nearly  every  organi- 
sation of  men  in  these  United  States,  ought  to  be  most  zealous  in 
their  endeavors  to  promote  peace  and  good-fellowship  now  that 
war  is  over. 

The  public  prints  for  the  past  three  years  have  noted  many 
instances  of  the  advantages  of  our  society,  and  there  seems  a 
greater  desire  for  Masonic  degrees  than  ever  before.  While  we 
must  hope  that  all  candidates  are  "  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire 
to  be  of  service  to  their  fellow  men,"  —  and  that  selfish  and  mer- 
cenary motives  find  no  shelter  in  their  hearts, — that  the  desire  for 
the  degrees  will  but  lead  to  a  stronger  desire  for  that  knowledge 
and  true  life  of  which  the  degree  is  but  a  symbol,  —  yet  we  can- 
not but  feel  that  many,  very  many,  seek  to  rank  as  brethren 
among  us,  who  under  ordinary  circumstances  would  look  with 
contempt  upon  our  badge,  that  44  emblem  of  innocence,"  which 
all  good  Masons  take  pride  in  wearing  worthily ;  also  that  the 
candidates  made  by  army  Lodges  abroad,  and  by  dispensations 
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before  going  abroad,  have  much  to  learn  of  the  real  worth  of  our 
institution  as  a  social  and  moral  element,  aside  from  its  advantage* 
En  time  of  war,  and  that  we  should  never,  by  precept  or  example, 
kjjnl  others  to  suppose  that  Masonry  is  to  us  other  than  an  institu- 
tion wherein  we  find  the  best  opportunity  for  reciprocal  duty  to 
odc  another. 

Dispensations.  —  The  number  of  dispensations  issued  is  about 
one-half  that  of  last  year ;  but  even  the  present  number  is  much 
too  targe  for  a  healthy  Masonic  growth. 

During  this  year  I  have  refused  all  applications  for  dispensa* 
tioQ  to  ballot,  and  have  also  refused  to  grant  any  for  conferring 
degrees  to  enable  Lodges  to  finish  their  work  and  adjourn  during 
the  summer  months.  While  I  approve  of  the  custom  now  quite 
generally  adopted,  of  closing  the  Lodges  during  the  months  of 
June,  July,  and  August,  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  crowd 
three  months'  work  into  one,  even  for  the  sake  of  accomplishing 
so  desirable  an  object. 

The  dispensations  granted,  with  the  dates  and  causes  therefor, 
I  state  as  follows  :  — 

Si-  Poults  Lodge,  Groton.  Dec.  20,  1864.— To  ballot  and 
confer  degrees  on  one,  home  on  furlough. 

Jan.  24,  1665.  —  To  confer  the  second  and  third  degrees  on 
one,  home  on  furlough. 

Merrimack  Lodge,  Haverhill.  Jan.  10,  1865. — To  confer 
second  and  third  degrees  on  one,  home  on  furlough. 

May  22,  1865.  —  To  confer  second  and  third  degrees  on  one, 
removed  from  the  State. 

Oct.  19,  1865.  —  For  the  same  object. 

Tuscan  Lodge,  Lawrence.  Jan.  18, 1865.  —  To  confer  second 
and  third  degrees  on  one,  home  on  furlough. . 

Aug.  1,  1865.  —  To  confer  third  degree  on  one,  removed  from 

the  State. 

Wilder  Lodge,  Leominster.  Feb.  20, 1865.  —  To  confer  second 
mid  third  degrees  on  one,  home  on  furlough. 

Grecian  Lodge,  Lawrence.  June  1,  1865. — To  confer  second 
and  third  degrees  on  one,  removed  from  the  State. 

Sept.  8,  1865.  —  For  the  same  object. 
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Oct.  16,  1865. — To  confer  third  degree  on  one,  removed  from 
the  State. 

Pentucket  Lodge,  Lowell.  June  12, 1865.  —  To  confer  second 
and  third  degrees  on  one,  home  on  furlough. 

Ancient  York  Lodge,  Lowell.  Dec.  5,  1865. —To  confer 
second  and  third  degrees  on  one,  removed  from  the  State. 

In  March  I  learned  that  a  Lodge  where  dispensation  had  been 
refused,  balloted  and  conferred  degrees  upon  two  candidates,  prob- 
ably through  some  misunderstanding. 

At  your  request  I  commenced  an  investigation  of  the  matter ; 
but  on  the  14th  of  April  transmitted  to  you  all  papers  and  corre- 
spondence relating  thereto,  and  have  taken  no  action  since  then. 
The  subject  has,  I  presume,  received  from  you  the  attention  its 
importance  demands. 

X  have  endeavored,  so  far  as  possible,  to  make  official  visits  to 
all  the  Lodges ;  but  a  pressure  of  business  made  it  imperative 
upon  me  to  avail  myself  of  a  constitutional  privilege,  and  request. 
R.  W.  Brothers  North  and  Bancroft  to  attend  to  my  duty  in  some 
of  the  u  distant  Lodges."  I  have  to  acknowledge  their  kindness 
and  brotherly  courtesy  in  promptly  assisting  me,  and  herewith 
submit  their  reports. 

During  the  year  dispensations  have  been  issued  for  Charles  W. 
Moore  Lodge  at  Fitchburg  and  Artisan  Lodge  at  Winchendon ; 
but  as  they  were  not  mentioned  in  my  commission,  and  I  was 
without  any  instructions  from  you  concerning  them,  I  did  not 
consider  it  a  part  of  my  duty  to  visit  them.  • 

Knowing  as  I  do  many  of  the  petitioners  for  both  of  these 
Lodges,  I  am  sure  that  the  interests  of  Masonry  will  be  well 
cared  for  at  their  hands. 

The  duties  of  the  office  of  District  Deputy  are  pleasant,  but 
arduous,  and  one  mu£t  needs  sacrifice  much  valuable  time  to 
attend  faithfully  to  the  business  of  sixteen  Lodges,  the  number 
now  in  this  district. 

I  believe  that  the  labor  should  be  so  divided  as  not  to  be 
burdensome  to  any  one.  With  the  rapid  growth  of  our  Order 
within  a  few  years,  the  number  of  Lodges  in  most  of  the  districts 
have  been  nearly  doubled ;  and  as  the  result  of  my  experience, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  my  successors,  I  am  constrained  to  recom- 
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inil  such  a  division  of  the  State  as  will  give  no  more  than  ten 
Lodges  to  any  one  Deputy. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

WILLIAM  F.  SALMON. 

l  n  i  i.l,  Dec.  1865. 


Groton  Junction,  Mass.,  Not.  16, 1866. 
It.  W.  William  F.  Salmon, — 

My  Dear  Brother,  —  On  Thursday  evening,  the  9th  of  No- 
vember, I  made  an  official  visit  to  Wilder  Lodge,  Leominster, 
accompanied  by  brethren  from  St.  Paul's  and  Caleb  Butler 
Lodges.  Examined  the  charter,  records,  by-laws  and  returns, 
urwl  found  everything  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

They  have  initiated  twelve  during  the  year,  who,  judging  from 
l lie  appearance  of  those  present,  must  be  the  right  material. 

The  E.  A.'s  degree  was  worked  in  a  very  creditable  manner  by 
W,  Iko.  Burditt  and  his  officers,  who  also  proved  themselves  to 
be  well  skilled  in  the  lecture. 

The  brethren  are  full  of  zeal,  and  everything  betokens  a  pros- 
perous future  for  this  excellent  Lodge.  During  the  past  year 
thry  have  been  called  to  mourn  the  death  of  their  Master,  W. 
Bro.  Daniel  R.  Haynes,  —  one  who  was  beloved  by  his  Lodge, 
and  very  much  respected  by  the  citizens  of  Leominster. 

We  feel  assured  that  the  memory  of  his  example  will  be 
treasured  by  his  brethren  u  until  time  shall  be  no  more." 

Monday  evening,  Nov.  13th,  visited  Aurora  Lodge,  Fitchburg. 
We  had  a  large  delegation  from  Wilder  Lodge.  St.  Paul's, 
Trinity,  and  Caleb  Butler  Lodges  were  also  represented.  This 
ancient  Lodge  is  very  flourishing ;  its  records  have  been  finely 
kept ,  nnd  show  a  fair  amount  of  work. 

After  the  usual  examination  of  the  books  and  returns,  W. 
Bro,  John  Burney  exemplified  the  F.  C.'s  degree.  We  think  a 
good  impression*  must  have  been  made  on  the  candidate  by  the 
m  umer  in  which  the  degree  was  conferred.  R.  W.  Br o.  Jonas 
A,  Marshall  officiated  as  S.  D. ;  and  those  present  will  not  soon 
forget  how  vividly  our  44  Ancient  Brethren  "  seemed  to  pass  be- 
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fore  us  as  we  listened  to  the  Ritual  as  delivered  by  our  venerable 
brother. 

After  the  degree  was  conferred,  remarks  were  made  by  several 
of  the  brethren,  which  added  much  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion. 

Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  14th,  visited  Hope  Lodge,  Gardner. 
A  good  number  of  the  members  were  present ;  also  brethren  from 
St.  Paul's,  Caleb  Butler,  and  Oxford  Lodges. 

This  Lodge  was  constituted  the  3d  of  May  last.  It  is  now  pre- 
sided over  by  W.  Bro.  Henry  C.  Hill,  he  having  been  installed 
as  Master  the  previous  evening.  The  F.  C.'s  degree  was  con- 
ferred in  the  most  accurate  manner.  By  the  fine  style  in  which 
the  work  was  done,  we  were  reminded  of  the  great  praise  be- 
stowed on  this  Lodge  by  M.  W.  Bro.  Parkman,  when  he  wit- 
nessed their  exemplification  of  the  M.  M.'s  degree,  about  a  year 
since. 

The  work  on  this  occasion  was  given  with  such  impressiveness, 
that  it  showed  a  systematic  study  of  the  degree  on  the  part  of 
each  officer.  Even  the  charge,  so  often  omitted,  or  carelessly 
delivered,  was  so  finely  impressed  on  the  mind  of  the  candidate, 
that  it  must  ever  be  remembered  by  him  with  pleasure. 
Respectfully  submitted,  by 

£.  DANA  BANCROFT, 
Special  D.  D.  0.  M.  for  Aurora,  Wilder,  and  Hope  Lodges. 


Lowell,  Not.  28, 1866. 
TothelLW.  William  F.  Salmon,  D.  D.  0.  M.  for  the  Third  Masonic 
District  of  Massachusetts, 

In  accordance  with  your  request  and  authority  I  have  visited 
Tuscan  Lodge  at  Lawrence,  and  Saggahew  Lodge  at  Haverhill, 
and  in  each  have  been  cordially  received  as  your  representative, 
and  have  the  honor  to  report :  — 

Tuscan  Lodge,  which  has  been  chartered  only  two  years,  now 
has  a  roll  of  seventy-seven  members,  which  number  has  in  part 
been  made  up  by  removals  from  Grecian  Lodge ;  and  being 
located  in  that  rapidly  increasing  city,  is  destined  to  take  a  high 
rank  among  the  Lodges  of  the  State.  Twenty  have  been  initiated 
the  past  year. 
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The  order  and  decorum  of  the  Lodge  is  worthy  of  imitation ; 
while  the  prompt,  correct,  and  impressive  manner  of  work  is 
full  evidence  that  the  officers  were  selected  with  reference  to  their 
:  ilily  and  merit. 

At  the  close  of  the  Lodge  a  bountiful  collation  was  provided, 
where  a  full  measure  of  the  social  element  of  our  Order  was  en- 
joyed. 

Suggahew  Lodge,  now  working  under  dispensation,  is  in  a 
moat  prosperous  condition.  The  order  of  the  Lodge,  the  work, 
and  everything  pertaining  to  it,  are  of  a  high  character.  There 
will  be  fifty  brethren  associated  with  this  Lodge,  ready  to  become 
members  when  a  charter  shall  be  granted  them  by  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge,  which  I  most  heartily  recommend. 

Although  my  visit  to  this  Lodge  was  made  upon  a  very  inclem- 
ent  evening,  and  some  of  its  members  reside  at  a  distance,  about 
forty  were  present,  and  all,  without  exception,  remained  through 
(In-  meeting  (working  two  degrees)  to  the  close. 

Thanking  you  for  the  opportunity  you  have  afforded  me  for 
meeting  so  many  of  the  brethren  of  other  Lodges,  in  which  I 
have  been  much  gratified, 

I  remain,  yours  fraternally, 

WILLIAM  NORTH. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Ttj  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 
William  Parkman,  Esq. 

\\y  Sir  and  Brother,  —  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  now  seat 
myielf  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  return  to  you  of  my  do- 
in^  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Fourth  Masonic 
District.  During  the  year  I  have  visited  all  the  Lodges  in 
fliia  District  twice  each  with  the  exception  of  two,' and  those 
otice  each. 


63 


I  have  examined  their  records  and  find  them  all  duly  kept.  I 
have  witnessed  the  work  of  the  Lodges  on  the  different  degrees, 
and  I  do  think  that,  in  this  District,  it  is  done  as  near  to  that  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  as  it  is  possible  for  different  individuals  to  do 
the  same  work. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  peace,  harmony,  and  good  fel- 
lowship throughout  this  District. 

My  visits  have  been  rendered  exceedingly  pleasant  by  the  kind 
and  brotherly  manner  in  which  I  have  been  received  as  your  rep- 
resentative. 

One  new  Lodge  has  been  formed  in  this  District  this  year, 
namely,  Mount  HoUis  at  Holliston.  It  is  in  good  hands,  and  do- 
ing a  fair  amount  of  work. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  amount  of  work  done  this 
year  as  compared  with  last : — 


locstSou.  Initiate*. 

1884.  1SS5. 

Montgomery  Milford   19   .  26 

Olive  Branch  Military                        .  16   .  81 

Solomon's  Temple  Uxbridge    21   .  20 

Franklin   Grafton   18   .  10 

Blackstone  River   Blackstone   11   .  6 

Oxford  Oxford   6  .  5 

Webster  Webster   18   .  16 

John  Warren  Hopkmton   18  .  17 

116  181 

I  have  been  applied  to  for  twelve  Dispensations  during  the 
year,  all  of  which  being  accompanied  by  good  and  sufficient  rea- 
sons, have  been  duly  granted. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred  by  appointing  me  Dis- 
trict Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  the  Lodges  for  the  courtesy  with 
which  they  have  received  me  as  your  representative, 
I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  fraternally, 

HENRY  C.  SKINNER. 
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FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

To  the  M.  W.  William  Parkman,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts. 

It  la  with  pleasure  I  now  submit  my  second  annual  report  as  Dis- 
trict  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Fifth  Masonic  District. 

I  regret  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  perform  all  of  the 
duties  devolving  upon  me  in  my  official  capacity.  I  therefore  au- 
thorized W.  Bro.  Z.  L.  Bicknell  to  visit  certain  Lodges  of  which 
lie  makes  mention  in  his  report  annexed  to  this. 

The  Lodges  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  visit  are  all  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  Harmony  and  Brotherly  Love  prevail 
among  them,  and  although  the  work  is  well  done  in  all  the  Lodges 
tli roughout  my  District,  I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass  with- 
out mentioning  in  particular  Old  Colony  Lodge  of  Hingham; 
other  Lodges  may  have  the  ritual  as  perfect,  yet  I  must  say  that 
flic  style  in  which  the  work  is  done  in  Old  Colony  Lodge  excels 
Anything  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  seen,  and  L  very  much  doubt  if 
it  can  be  surpassed.  The  credit,  I  am  informed  by  the  members 
of  the  Lodge,  is  chiefly  due  to  the  untiring  zeal  of  the  present 
Master,  W.  Bro.  E.  Waters  Burr,  who  has  seldom  let  a  week 
pass,  for  the  last  four  years,  without  meeting  his  officers  for  re- 
hearsal. 

The  number  of  initiates  in  my  District  for  the  past  year  is 
one  hundred  and  fifty-three ;  only  three  less  than  the  previous 
year,  while  the  number  of  rejections  will  exceed  any  previous 

year. 

In  closing  this  report  allow  me  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  and  also  to  thank  the 
Brethren  of  the  Fifth  District  for  the  very  flattering  and  cordial 
maimer  in  which  I  have  always  been  received  by  them. 
Very  respectfully  and  fraternally, 

JOHN  P.  LOVELL. 

East  Weymouth,  Dec.  26,  1865. 
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Bight  Worshipful  John  P.  Lovkll. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  In  obedience  to  your  commands,  I 
have  visited  John  Cutler  Lodge,  Abington,  Orient,  South  Ded- 
ham,  and  Blue  Hill,  South  Canton,  as  jour  representative.  I 
am  pleased  to  say  that  these  several  Lodges  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  John  Cutler  and  Blue  Hill  Lodges  have  not  done  as 
much  work  as  might  have  been  expected  from  their  favorable 
locations,  but  better  too  many  than  too  few  rejections.  Orient 
Lodge,  South  Dedham,  has  initiated  twenty-three,  the  highest 
number  of  any  Lodge  in  the  District.  This  Lodge,  although 
young,  is  under  the  direction  of  the  right  kind  of  men,  and  is 
bound  to  prosper. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Z.  L.  BICKNELL. 

£.  Weymouth,  Dec.  23, 1866. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

To  M.  W.  William  Parxmax,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  of 
Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  By  your  kindness  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  condition  of  the  Sixth  Masonic  District  for  the  third 
year.  Accept  my  acknowledgments  for  the  confidence  you  have 
reposed  in  me ;  and  I  doubt  not  it  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction 
to  you,  as  it  is  to  me,  that  the  Sixth  District  is  enjoying  great 
peace  and  prosperity. 

The  following  statistics  may  be  of  some  value  to  the  Fra- 
ternity :  — 
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Location. 

No.  of  Members. 

No  of  Initiates. 

Morning  Star    .  . 

.   Worcester  . 

.    .  169    .  . 

.     .  26 

6 

MuHilion  .... 

.   Natick    .   .  . 

.    .   69   .  . 

9 

Trinity  .... 

.    .   64   .  . 

20 

.    .   62   .  . 

16 

.    .  159    .  . 

41 

United  Brethren  . 

Marlboro'  . 

.    .   68    .  . 

,  18 

.    .   48   .  . 

.    .  10 

.    .   28   .  . 

.   .  8 

.    .   40   .  . 

.    .  15 

.   Brookfield  .  . 

.    .   33   .  . 

.    .  15 

860 

203 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  two  Lodges  under  dispensa- 
tion t —  Athelstane,  Worcester,  and  North  Star,  Ashland,  —  mak- 
ing, in  all,  fourteen  Lodges.  During  the  Masonic  year  just 
rlusod,  two  hundred  and  three  candidates  have  been  initated,  an 
increase  of  fifty-seven  over  the  previous  year.  It  does  not  strike 
me  i  hat  this  is  too  rapid  a  growth  when  we  take  into  the  account 
the  fact  that  there  are  twelve  Chartered  Lodges  in  the  District ; 
and,  besides  this,  I  am  satisfied,  from  personal  observation,  due 
care  is  generally  exercised  in  receiving  candidates  into  the  lodges. 
Cuaea  have  occurred  where  brethren  are  too  anxious  to  press  the 
claims  of  their  particular  friends  ;  and  here  lies  all  the  difficulty. 
H  the  brethren  are  cautious  who  they  recommend,  and  reasonable 
when  they  recommend  them,  we  shall  not  be  overmuch  crowded 
with  applicants. 

In  regard  to  the  work,  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement. 
Some  of  the  Lodges  are  doing  excellent  work  ;  others  are  still  de- 
ficient, but  they  are  striving  to  come  up  to  the  standard. 

Too  many  of  our  Lodges  fail  to  appreciate  the  beauty  and  influ- 
ence of  music.  It  is  classed  among  the  liberal  arts.  Why,  then, 
-liquid  Masons  neglect  it?    It  certainly  has  a  wonderful  influence 

 he  human  heart.    It  is  like  the  finishing  touch  of  the  artist's 

brush  upon  the  picture.  It  brings  out  the  finer  feelings  of  the 
heart  and  affections,  and  prepares  the  mind  to  receive  those  grand 
moral  truths  inculcated  in  our  Order.  If  any  of  our  brethren 
would  like  an  illustration,  let  them  visit  St.  Andrew's  Lodge  some 
m  ruing.    There,  music  is  an  indispensable  part  of  the  work.  In 
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opening,  closing,  and  working  the  degrees,  music  is  introduced 
with  beautiful  effect.  Every  brother  has  a  book,  —  the  "  Masonic 
Choir,"  a  new  work  with  music  arranged  for  male  voices,  —  and 
all  "  sing  most  lustily."  In  Mt.  Lebanon  Lodge,  a  few  evenings 
since,  I  heard  the  Scripture  lesson  in  the  first  degree  chanted 
by  four  voices  delightfully.  I  could  almost  say  in  the  language 
of  St.  Paul,  "  Whether  in  the  body  or  out  I  could  not  tell,"  it 
was  so  transporting.  I  might  refer  to  other  Lodges  where  music 
is  introduced  with  equally  good  effect. 

Nearly  all  of  the  Lodges  have  convenient  halls  for  their  meet- 
ings. The  brethren  of  Middlesex  Lodge  are  erecting  a  Masonic 
building,  and  will  soon  have  a  neat  and  commodious  hall  that  will 
do  credit  to  that  part  of  the  District. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  take  my  leave  of  the  brethren  as  their 
District  Deputy.  I  must,  however,  express  my  gratitude  for  the 
kind  manner  they  have  always  received  and  aided  me  in  my 
work ;  and  nothing  will  afford  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  hear  of 
their  future  prosperity. 

Yours  most  respectfully  and  fraternally, 

J.  W.  DADMUN,  D.  D.  0.  M.  6tk  D'*t. 

Boatox,  Dec.  20, 1865. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  M.  W.  William  Pakkman,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Massachusetts. 

I  submit  my  report  of  the  Lodges  comprising  the  Seventh  Dis- 
trict of  this  Jurisdiction. 

Since  receiving  my  appointment  from  you  I  have  visited  each 
Lodge  in  the  District  once,  and  five  of  them  twice  or  more.  I 
was  in  hopes  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  reporting  to  you  a  falling 
off  in  the  amount  of  work  from  last  year,  but  find  that  almost 
every  Lodge  has  increased  the  number  of  initiates,  —  the  number 
thin  year  being  214,  against  185  last  year. 
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I  look  upon  the  rush  at  our  doors  as  truly  alarming,  and  wish 
each  and  every  brother  would  endeavor,  instead  of  trying  to  fill  up 
trig  Lodge,  to  restrain  candidates  from  making  application.  We 
need,  after  the  labor  of  the  past  few  years,  a  breathing  spell,  a 
chance  to  rest  from  our  work,  and  to  arrange  and  bring  into  order 
the  many  rough  ashlars  who  have  been  admitted  into  our  Temple 
without  having  been  duly  and  truly  prepared.  I  do  not  speak 
this  of  any  particular  Lodge  ;  but  any  one  who  has  given  the  sub- 
ject a  moment's  thought  must  agree  with  me  that  we  are  making 
members  fearfully  fast.  Lodges  are  fast  becoming  mere  ma- 
chines, the  sole  object  of  which  seems  to  be  taking  the  raw 
material  and  grinding  out  a  very  poor  article  in  the  shape  of  a 
Mason, 

But  this  is  not  perhaps  what  is  expected  of  me  as  a  report  as 
Deputy  for  this  District,  and  I  will  proceed  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
the  state  of  the  craft  so  far  as  I  am  able. 

There  are  twelve  chartered  Lodges  in  the  District,  two  of 
which  were  chartered  the  present  year.  The  work  in  the  differ- 
ent Lodges,  with'  one  exception,  is  very  uniform,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  work  as  exemplified  by  the  Grand  Lecturers.  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  dispensations,  although  I  am 
well  aware  the  subject  has  become  threadbare.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  year  I  made  up  my  mind  to  grant  as  few  as  possible ;  but 
find,  on  looking  over  my  book,  that  I  have  granted  twenty-two, 
aud  all  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  as  set  forth  in  the  letters 
on  file. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  charge  a  fee  for  dispensa- 
tions, as  it  might  reduce  the  number  of  applications,  and  anything 
which  tends  to  that  end  will  be  beneficial. 

I  think  a  Lodge  has  no  right  to  receive  a  petition,  knowing  that 
a  dispensation  will  be  required. 

There  lias  been  one  public  gathering  of  the  craft  in  this  District 
the  past  year.  St.  John's  Day  was  celebrated  at  Myricks,  —  a 
ceutrul  point  in  the  District,  —  and  the  meeting  was  a  decided 
success.  About  2,500  people  were  present,  and  the  time  was 
spent  in  a  social,  pleasant  manner.  The  meeting  stands  ad- 
journed till  June  24,  1866.  Such  meetings  are  productive  of 
much  good  and  should  be  of  more  frequent  occurrence  so  that 
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members  of  the  institution  can  meet  and  become  acquainted  with 
each  other.  The  work  in  the  District  the  past  year  is  as  follows, 
and  I  also  add  the  number  of  members :  — 


Lodge*.  Location.                No.  of  Initiate.  No.  of  Member*. 

Saint  James     ....  Mansfield  4  .....  29 

May  Flower   Middleboro  ....   7  40 

•  Pythagoras  Marion  2  85 

Pioneer  Somerset  16  ...  68 

Bristol   Attleboro     ....  22  79 

Eureka   New  Bedford    ...  88  128 

Mount  Hope   Fall  River    ....  29  184 

Social  Harmony    .   .   .  Wareham    ....   9  66 

Star  in  the  East    .   .   .  New  Bedford    ...  89    262 

Saint  Albans     ....   Foxboro  11  99 

King  David  Taunton   88    265 

Fellowship   Bridgewater ....  9  100 

214  1,350 


St.  James  Lodge,  Mansfield,  is  the  youngest  Lodge  in  the  Dis- 
trict, bat  is  well  posted  in  the  work,  and  shows  it  has  had  good 
instruction.  I  saw  the  three  degrees  conferred  at  my  visit,  which 
was  well  done  as  could  be  in  the  time,  which  was  too  short  to  do 
full  justice  to  the  work  or  candidates.  Records  clear,  but  not  full 
enough  for  the  history  of  a  Masonic  Lodge. 

May  Flower  Lodge,  Middleboro,  has  made  good  progress  since 
receiving  its  charter,  and  I  am  assured  by  its  members  that  they 
intend  to  mark  well  the  words  of  the  Grand  Master  and  allow  no 
bad  links  to  be  woven  into  the  chain  of  members.  Witnessed 
work  on  second  degree,  which  was  well  done.  Records  correctly 
kept,  and  merit  approval. 

Pythagorian  Lodge,  Marion.  This  is  a  small  Lodge  and  labors 
under  the  disadvantage  of  not  having  a  regular  attendance,  many  of 
its  members  being  away  from  home  much  of  the  time  ;  but  I  found 
the  true  Masonic  spirit  existing  among  the  few  whom  I  met  at  my 
visit.  Saw  work  on  the  first  and  third  degrees,  which  showed 
them  correct  in  essentials,  but  they  need  a  little  instruction  to 
make  the  work  correct  in  all  its  particulars.    Records  good. 

Pioneer  Lodge,  Somerset.  This  is  a  thriving  Lodge,  and  I  wa3 
much  pleased  with  my  visit.  It  is  a  young  Lodge,  but  lias  taken 
a  front  position  as  regards  work  and  style  of  proceeding.    I  have 
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rarely  seen  the  degrees  conferred  in  a  more  impressive  manner 
i  h;m  in  this  Lodge.  They  have  a  good  hall,  well  furnished,  and 
bi  t  fair  to  take  a  high  stand  in  the  Masonic  field.  Records  good, 
and  give  a  good  history  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodge. 

Bristol  Lodge,  Attleboro.  Witnessed  work  on  first  degree, 
anil  sound  them  well  up  in  the  lectures.  I  think  this  Lodge 
has  done  the  most  work,  in  proportion  to  its  members,  of  any 
m  (he  District;  but  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  appearance  of 
its  members,  as  they  appeared  to  be  of  the  right  material  and 
metal.  I  have  seldom  enjoyed  a  visit  as  much  as  I  did  to  this 
Lmlgo.  Members  were  present  from  Mansfield  and  Foxboro, 
and  all  seemed  to  feel  that  it  was  good  to  be  there.  Records  cor- 
rectly kept,  and  a  model  for  neatness  and  penmanship. 

Eureka  Lodge,  New  Bedford.  This  is  a  young  Lodge,  but  a 
large  and  thriving  one,  and  is  a  worthy  branch,  or  offshoot,  from 
Star  in  the  East  Lodge.  Few  Lodges  have  the  advantages  of 
th is  Lodge  to  start  with,  and  they  have  been  well  improved.  A 
jroud  hall  and  the  experience  of  older  members  are  of  vast  benefit 
to  a  new  Lodge.  Saw  work  on  third  degree,  which  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  Grand  Lodge  requirements.  Records  full  and 
clear* 

Mount  Hope  Lodge,  Fall  River.  I  have  visited  this  Lodge 
twice  the  past  year.  At  one  visit  saw  the  third  degree  conferred, 
which  was  done  in  an  impressive  manner,  but  differed  somewhat 
from  instructions  of  Grand  Lodge.  Since  my  visit  the  work  has 
been  changed  to  meet  the  standard  work  of  Grand  Lodge.  At 
my  last  visit  no  work  was  done,  it  being  a  Stated  Meeting,  and 
the  time  being  taken  up  with  the  business  of  the  Lodge.  This  is 
a  large  Lodge,  and  I  think  too  large  under  the  circumstances,  and 
that  a  new  lodge  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  present  one  and  to  the 
I  nstitution.  Records  good,  but  too  brief  in  my  opinion,  as  I  think 
a  record  should  be  full  enough  to  give  those  who  come  after  us  a 
correct  idea  of  the  history  of  the  Lodge. 

Social  Harmony  Lodge,  Wareham.  This  is  the  only  Lodge  in 
the  District  that  I  did  not  see  work  in.  At  the  time  of  my  visit, 
in  the  early  yart  of  the  year,  it  was  a  Stated  Meeting,  at  which 
no  work  was  done.  Being  unable  to  visit  the  Lodge  this  fall,  I 
t  ] isolated  the  Master  of  Fellowship  Lodge  to  go  in  my  stead,  but, 
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owing  to  a  misunderstanding,  there  was  no  meeting  that  evening ; 
bat  I  am  informed  by  Brother  Churchill  that  he  found  the  records 
satisfactory ;  and  from  what  has  been  told  me  I  am  confident  that 
the  work  is  correctly  done. 

Star  in  the  East  Lodge,  New  Bedford.  This  is  one  of  the  old 
Lodges,  and  numbers  among  its  members  some  venerable  brothers. 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  one  of  its  charter  members,  who  is 
still  an  active  laborer  in  the  Masonic  vineyard. 

Lodge  worked  on  first  degree,  and  I  have  never  seen  the  degree 
conferred  in  so  solemn  and  impressive  a  manner.  It  well  repaid  me 
for  my  visit,  and  I  wish  that  every  working  officer  of  the  Lodges 
could  see  the  work  exemplified  in  that  Lodge.  I  found  here  a 
record  kept  in  a  maner  which  I  deem  as  near  perfection  as  pos-  • 
sible.  The  good  old  custom  of  entering  the  names  of  members 
and  visitors  is  kept  up,  and  a  full  record  made  of  all  that 
takes  place  in  the  Lodge.  This  Lodge  and  Eureka  meet  in  the 
same  hall,  and  members  of  each  Lodge  are  always  present  at  each 
other's  meetings,  showing  the  perfect  harmony  that  exists  between 
them.  It  was  pleasantly  said  to  me,  when  I  first  visited  New 
Bedford,  that  Eureka  Lodge  was  Young  America,  and  Star  in  the 
East,  Old  Fogy;  but  I  found  no  lack  of  vigor  in  Star  in  the 
East,  and  I  wish  all  Lodges  were  as  conservative  as  I  found 
Eureka.  I  am  under  many  obligations  to  members  of  both  Lodges 
for  favors  and  assistance  during  the  past  year. 

St.  Alban's  Lodge,  Foxboro.  I  witnessed  the  exemplification 
of  work  in  first  degree,  which  met  my  approval  as  being  the  work 
of  Grand  Lodge.  This  Lodge  has  a  fine  hall,  well  furnished,  a 
large  membership,  and  should  exert  a  good  influence ;  but,  from 
some  reason,  I  found  a  state  of  feeling  existing  between  this  Lodge 
and  St.  James  which  was  far  from  Masonic.  I  am  not  able  to 
say  which  is  most  at  fault,  but  presume  both  are  somewhat  to 
blame.  Both  are  anxious  to  become  reconciled  once  more  ;  and  I 
hope  and  trust  the  time  will  soon  come  when  harmony  will  once 
more  prevail  and  the  Lodges  meet  as  brethren  should  always  do, 
and  more  particularly  the  two  Saints  of  the  District.  Records 
and  books  well  kept,  with  some  little  faults  which  I  think  Br. 
Clark  will  correct. 

King  David's  Lodge,  Taunton.    The  second  Lodge  in  the  Dis- 
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trict  as  to  age,  and  has  many  old  members,  among  whom  may  be 
counted  the  venerable  Secretary,  who  will  outrank  our  worthy 
Grand  Secretary,  having  filled  the  office  for  about  two-score  years. 
The  work  in  this  Lodge  is  not  what  it  should  be,  but  I  was  told 
by  the  new  Master  that  he  would  post  himself  and  officers  as  soon 
as  possible.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  Lodge  should  not  be  a 
good  working  Lodge,  as  it  has  a  large  fund  and  a  good  member- 
ship. I  trust  the  report  for  next  year  will  give  them  credit  for 
doing  good  work,  —  square  work.  The  records  of  Br.  Baylies 
need  no  comments  from  me. 

Fellowship  Lodge,  Bridgewater.  The  oldest  Lodge  in  the  Dis- 
trict, and  kept  up  its  organization  through  all  the  dark  ages, 
which  the  old  members,  who  remain,  are  fond  of  referring  to  as 
the  times  which  tried  them  as  by  fire.  I  could  wish  that  some 
one  else  would  report  this  Lodge  as  I  may  not  be  able  to  give  an 
impartial  judgment  for  my  own  Lodge.  The  work  in  this  Lodge 
is  intended  to  be  Grand  Lodge  work,  and  I  think  the  intention  is 
carried  out ;  if  not,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  present  Master.  There 
are  >t  k  old  members  left  who  stood  by  the  charter  in  those  troub- 
lous limes,  all  of  whom  are  honored  and  honorary  members  of  the 
Lodge  ;  and  that  they  may  be  long  spared  as  counsel  is  my  earnest 
prayer.  When  the  old  members  have  passed  from  earth  we  shall 
lose  much  that  is  valuable  to  us  and  that  can  never  be  restored. 
*  In  concluding  this  report,  I  would  thank  the  Lodges  for  their 
courtesy  to  me  the  past  year,  as  I  have  always  been  cordially 
received,  and  treated  with  the  respect  due  your  representative, 
and  would  express  my  gratitude  to  you  for  the  honor  you  were 
pleased  to  confer  upon  me.  The  duties  of  a  District  Deputy  are 
laborious,  but  I  have  found  it  a  labor  of  love,  and  shall  look  back 
to  the  past  year  as  the  whitest  year  of  my  Masonic  life. 
Believe  me,  fraternally  yours, 

L.  W.  LOVELL,  D.       7th  District. 
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EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

To  the  M.  W.  William  Parkman,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — The  Eighth  Masonic  District  is  one 
of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest  within  the  Commonwealth,  requir- 
ing more  than  one  hundred  miles  travel  from  one  extreme  to  the 
other,  and  to  visit  all  the  Lodges,  eight  in  number,  is  no  small 
task,  especially  when,  with  two  exceptions,  and  those  near  at 
hand,  none  can  be  reached  by  railroad.  But  it  compensates  very 
much  for  the  labor  and  weariness  of  journeying  when  one  is  cor- 
dially received  by  the  brethren,  finds  everything  prosperous,  and 
in  his  annual  report  can  "  tell  of  their  labors  through  the  year" 
with  satisfaction  to  himself  and  with  credit  to  all  concerned. 
And  such  I  am  happy  to  say  has  been  my  reward,  and  is  now  my 
pleasant  privilege  in  reporting  to  you  as  required  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  Masonry, 

During  the  past  year  I  have  visited  officially  every  Lodge  with- 
in this  jurisdiction,  and  I  have  not  only  been  welcomed  in  each 
and  all  with  the  utmost  fraternal  kindness  and  cordiality,  but 
never  since  I  have  been  honored  with  the  appointment  of  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  have  I  witnessed  a  deeper  and  more  ac- 
tive interest  in  Masonry,  a  higher  appreciation  of  the  worth  of  the 
institution,  or  more  of  harmony  and  good  fellowship  among  the 
brethren  than  exists  at  the  present  time. 

There  has  been  the  past  year  increased  attention  given  to  the 
attainment  of  greater  perfection  in  the  work,  as  prescribed  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  the  good  results  are  seen  in  the  fact,  that  there 
is  no  Lodge  whose  work  is  not  very  much  improved,  while  that  of 
some  is  most  excellent. 

The  whole  number  of  initiates  the  past  year  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty-nine,  viz. :  — .Marine,  four  ;  Union,  eleven  ;  Martha's 
Vineyard,  nineteen ;  Fraternal,  twenty-eight ;  Pilgrim,  twenty- 
one  ;  Mount  Horeb,  twenty-two  ;  De  Witt  Clinton,  nine  ;  and  King 
Hiram,  forty-five.    What  I  cannot  but  fear  may  ultimately  prove 
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injurious  to  the  institution  of  Masonry  still  exists,  though  not  to 
the  same  extent,  perhaps,  as  during  the  previous  two  or  three 
years,  and  that  is,  receiving  so  many  to  the  privileges  of  the  Or- 
der. My  apprehensions  may  be  groundless.  I  hope  they  will 
prove-  so ;  but  it  is  a  law  I  believe  which  has  few,  if  any  excep- 
tions, that  rapid  growth  is  followed  by  rapid  decay. 

Masonry,  as  I  understand  it,  was  never  intended  to  become 
general  as  regards  numbers ;  but  to  be  confined  to  a  compara- 
tively few,  and  those  the  best  fitted  in  character  and  tastes  to  re- 
ceive its  light,  and  to  become  living  stones  in  its  temple.  I  have 
therefore  felt  it  my  duty  to  continue  to  urge  upon  the  brethren  not 
to  be  over-anxious  to  multiply  their  numbers ;  to  exercise  the 
ui  most  caution  in  the  reception  of  candidates,  and  to  admit  none 
who  are  morally  unqualified,  or  who,  they  have  reason  to  believe, 
are  prompted  by  motives  of  curiosity,  and  who  will  make  nothing 
mure  than  dead  Masons,  taking  little  or  no  interest  in  Masonry, 
and  seldom,  if  ever,  attending  the  meetings  of  the  Lodge  after 
they  have  received  the  degrees. 

King  Hiram  Lodge  of  Provincetown,  it  will  be  seen,  has  done 
a  very  large  amount  of  work  the  past  year  ;  and  were  the  Candi- 
da us  all  taken  from  its  own  immediate  community,  it  might  justly 
excite  suspicion,  either  that  some  improper  influence  had  been  ex- 
erted to  increase  their  numbers,  or  that  their  standard  of  qualifi- 
eations  was,  at  least,  no  higher  than  it  should  be.  But  such  is 
very  far  from  being  the  case.  No  small  portion  of  the  candidates 
are  residents  of  the  neighboring  town  of  Wellfleet,  some  twenty 
miles  distant,  where  preliminary  steps  are  being  taken  to  procure 
;i  L dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  for  the  better  accommodation  of 
the  brethren  in  that  vicinity. 

Some  three  months  since  several  members  of  Fraternal  Lodge, 
residing  in  Barnstable  proper,  applied  for  and  received,  as  you 
are  aware,  a  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  in  that  village.  They 
held  frequent  meetings  for  instruction,  and  from  the  zeal  and  de- 
termination manifested  in  perfecting  themselves  in  the  ritual,  I 
have  no  doubt  they  will,  succeed  in  becoming  an  excellent  working 
J,  ' 3 -e.  Fraternal  Lodge  is  large,  numbering  one  hundred  and 
seventy-three  members,  and  though  they  would  be  glad  to  have 
tin  m  worthy  brothers  continue  their  connection  with  them,  yet 
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still  leaving  a  large  Lodge,  they  cheerfully  consent  to  have  them 
go,  and  most  heartily  wish  them  prosperity  and  success  in  their 
undertaking. 

The  brethren  of  Mount  Horeb  Lodge,  West  Harwich,  are 
erecting  a  temple,  which  for  size,  convenience,  and  finish,  exceeds 
anything  of  the  kind  within  the  limits  of  this  District.  It  is  to  be 
completed  and  dedicated  in  December,  and  reflects  great  credit 
upon  them,  both  for  their  enterprise,  aud  for  their  liberality  and 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Masonic  institution. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  tender  to  you  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  honor  of  the  appointment  I  have  held  under  your  adminis- 
tration as  W.  Grand  Master  the  past  three  years,  and  for  the 
kindly,  fraternal  spirit  which  has  ever  been  manifested  in  our 
official  intercourse.  Sincerely  wishing  you  continued  health, 
peace  and  prosperity, 

I  am,  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

R.  S.  POPE,  D.  D.  0.  M.  Sth  Masonic  Dist. 

Htaxnis,  November  18,  1865.  * 


NINTH  DISTRICT. 

M.  W.  William  Parkmax,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons' of  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sib  and  Brother,  —  Accompanying  the  annual  statistical 
returns  of  the  work  of  the  Lodges  in  this  the  Ninth  Masonic  Dis- 
trict, for  the  past  year,  it  will  be  expected  that  I  give  you  a  brief 
report  of  the  general  condition  of  the  same. 

I  have  personally  visited  all  the  Lodges  in  the  District  during 
the  year,  all  but  two  or  three  of  them  more  than  once,  and  some 
of  them  several  times,  and  my  visits  have  been  rendered  very 
pleasant  by  the  kind  and  courteous  manner  in  which,  as  your  rep- 
resentative, I  have  been  received  in  each  of  them. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  I 
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have  examined  the  Charters,  By-Laws  and  Records  of  every 
Lodge,  and  witnessed  work  in  one  or  more  of  the  Degrees  in 
i'vcvy  Lodge  but  Day  Spring,  which  at  the  time  of  my  visit  had  no 
place  of  meeting,  their  hall  having  been  burned.  I  am  happy  to 
ftfty  that  with  scarcely  an  exception,  the  Records  have  been  well 
kept,  and  the  work  admirably  done,  and  in  conformity  to  that 
prescribed  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  believe  that  this  District  will 
compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  State  in  this  respect.  I  have 
never  seen  any  work  which  excelled  in  accuracy,  impressiveness. 
and  beauty,  that  which  I  have  witnessed  this  Fall  in  some  of 
these  Lodges ;  but  where  aU  do  so  well  it  would  be  invidious  to 
particularize. 

Peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the  Lodges ;  the  officers 
are  almost  universally  well  informed  as  to  their  duties,  and  take 
great  pains  to  perform  them  faithfully ;  the  only  emulation  seem- 
ing to  exist  among  them,  being  that  noble  one  of  "  who  best  can 
work  and  best  agree." 

I  have  found  the  Lodges  all  in  a  prosperous,  and  most  of  them 
In  a  very  flourishing  condition.  I  have  taken  especial  pains,  both 
i  n  the  present  and  past  years,  to  caution  them'  against  admitting 
nay  but  the  really  worthy  and  meritorious  ;  have  urged  upon  them 
(be  importance  of  investigating  committees  being  thorough  in  their 
inquiries  and  full  in  their  reports,  and  the  members  to  be  unpreju- 
diced, conscientious,  and  judicious  in  the  exercise  of  their  right 
in  voting  upon  the  application  of  candidates.  I  can  but  think, 
from  the  returns  and  my  own  knowledge,  that  due  inquiry  has 
generally  been  made  into  the  character  of  applicants,  and  a  good 
degree  of  discretion  exercised  in  the  use  of  the  ballot.    And  yet 

I  can  but  feel  that  there  is  still  altogether  too  much  tendency  to 
open  too  broad  the  doors  of  our  institution  and  lower  the  standard 
of  fitness  for  membership. 

There  has  been,  notwithstanding  these  cautions,  quite  an  in- 
crease of  work  and  membership  over  any  previous  year.  The* 

I I  nmber  of  initiations  in  the  District  in  1860  was  eighty-six ;  since 
which  time  there  has  been  a  steady  yearly  increase  till  in  the  year 
just  closed,  the  number  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

The  whole  amount  of  dues  from  the  Chartered  Lodges  in  the 
District  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  year,  was  $651,  of  which 
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$30  from  Day  Spring  Lodge,  Monson,  was  by  vote  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  remitted,  in  consideration  of  their  severe  loss  by  fire. 
The  balance,  $621, 1  have  paid  over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and 
have  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  work  of  the  Lodges  during 
the  past  year  as  compared  with  the  previous  one,  the  present 
membership,  and  the  date  of  the  official  visit :  — 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Location. 

InitUtes.  Memben. 

Official  Visit 

ISM. 

1*65. 

Cincinnati^  .  . 

Great  Harrington  . 

.  12 

12   .   .  . 

November  3. 

Evening  Star  . 

14   .   .  . 

November  15. 

Lafayette     .  . 

North  Adams    .  . 

.  15 

80   .   .  . 

November  13. 

Thomas   .    .  . 

.  15 

5  .   .  . 

October  30. 

Wisdom   .    .  . 

West  Stockbridge  . 

.  12 

11   .   .  . 

October  28. 

Mystic     .   .  . 

Pittsfield  .... 

.  18 

21   .   .  . 

November  14. 

Hampden .    .  . 

Springfield    .   *  . 

.  58 

48   .   .  . 

October  81. 

Mount  Moriah  . 

.  27 

15   .   .  . 

November  1. 

Berkshire     .  . 

South  Adams    .  . 

.  8 

10   .   .  . 

November  6. 

Day  Spring  .  . 

.  11 

8   .   .  . 

October  30. 

Roswell  Lee  .  . 

Springfield    .   .  . 

21   .   .  . 

November  9. 

Total  

179 

196  1237 

Roswell  Lee  Lodge,  which  at  time  of  last  report  was  under 
Dispensation,  has  since  been  Chartered,  and  has,  both  while  under 
Dispensation  and  since,  been  making  rapid  growth,  and  already 
exceeds  in  membership  some  of  the  older  Lodges. 

.Day  Spring  Lodge  at  Monson,  during  the  summer  suffered  the 
loss  of  its  hall  by  fire,  everything  being  consumed  except  its  Char- 
ter. This  Lodge  has  been  in  operation  but  little  more  than  three 
years,  is  located  in  a  country  village,  and  has  not  a  large  mem- 
bership ;  but  not  disheartened  by  this  disaster,  it  is  rising,  Phoenix 
like,  from  the  ashes,  and  the  brethren  have  already  in  process  of 
completion  a  new  hall  of  very  fine  proportion,  that  when  finished 
will  hardly  be  equalled  in  the  District. 

United*  Lodge,  which  has  been  under  Dispensation  at  Hunting- 
ton, had  its  Lodge  room  and  entire  contents  burned  early  in  the 
year,  and  after  careful  consideration,  decided,  in  view  of  the  cir- 
cumstances,—  several  changes  having  taken  place  since  the  Dis- 
pensation was  issued,  —  that  it  was  not  advisable  to  go  on,  aud 
so  returned  its  Dispensation. 
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Applications  for  Dispensations  for  conferring  degrees  have 
tieen  somewhat  frequent,  though  not  so  numerous  as  for  two  years 
before.  Where  the  application  was  only  for  shortening  the  time 
between  degrees  with  a  candidate  who  had  been  regularly  elected, 
and  apparent  good  reasons  for  the  request  were  presented,  I  have 
:  ted  them  ;  but  in  ouly  one  instance,  and  that  one  of  seeming 
necessity,  which  I  subsequently  consulted  you  about,  and  received 
your  approval  of  my  action,  have  I  given  any  authority  beyond 
this. 

This  is  briefly  a  statement  of  the  general  condition  of  the 
Lodges,  work,  &c,  in  the  Ninth  District  for  the  year  past;  and 
having  thus  rendered  an  account  of  my  stewardship,  which  I  trust 
will  be  satisfactory  to  you,  and  thanking  you  for  your  renewed 
token  of  confidence  in  conferring  upon  me  the  honor  of  a  second 
iv appointment,  I  remain,  with  great  respect, 
Yours  fraternally, 

HENRY  CHECKERING,  D.  D.  O.  M.  9th  Dist. 


TENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  the  M.  W.  William  Park  man,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts. 

Dkab  Sir  and  Brother,  —  In  conformity  with  my  duty  I  here- 
with briefly  present  you  with  my  report  as  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  for  the  Tenth  Masonic  District. 

All  the  Lodges  in  the  District  I  have  visited  officially,  and 
many  of  them  several  times  informally.  It  has  been  my  object  to 
thoroughly  inspect  the  work  of  the  several  Lodges,  and,  when 
practicable,  to  listen  to  a  rehearsal  of  the  lectures  of  the  several 
ili-^roes,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  in  nearly  all  of  the  Lodges 
(lie  degrees  are  conferred  with  much  impressiveness  and  accuracy. 

I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  specify  each  particular  Lodge  in.  the 
District,  and  will  merely  state  that  in  no  Lodge  has  there 
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appeared  a  lack  of  promptness  of  its  officers ;  and  the  few  devi- 
ations from  our  ritual  would  be  corrected  by  the  aid  of  a  Grand 
Lecturer  in  a  short  time. 

All  the  corrections  to  which  I  have  called  attention  have  been 
kindly  received,  and  I  have  the  assurance  of  all  that  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  the  ritual,  as  sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  will  be 
observed. 

The  records  I  have  also  found  correctly  and  carefully  kept,  as  a 
general  thing.  Owing  to  the  increased  amount  of  work  in  the 
several  Lodges,  the  labors  and  responsibilities  of  the  Secretaries 
are  also  greatly  increased,  so  that  now  the  office  of  Secretary  is  in 
reality  one  of  the  most  responsible  positions  in  a  Lodge ;  but, 
from  personal  observation,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  in  this  Dis- 
trict, with  hardly  an  exception,  the  Secretaries  have  faithfully 
performed  their  duties. 

It  also  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  all  the  Lodges  in  this  Dis- 
trict are  enjoying  a  season  of  harmony  and  prosperity.  Great 
care  seems  to  be  taken  in  the  admission  of  members,  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  Lodges  are  confided  to  worthy,  able,  and  reliable 
brethren. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  alluding  to  the  death  of  our 
worthy  Brother  George  F.  Wright,  a  Past  Master  of  Jerusalem 
Lodge,  Northampton,  a  zealous,  influential,  and  beloved  member 
of  our  order.  His  death  occurred  on  the  16th  of  November,  and 
occasioned  a  deep  and  sincere  sadness  and  mourning  among  the 
entire  community.  On  the  day  of  his  becoming  of  "  lawful  age  " 
he  made  application  for  the  degrees  in  Masonry ;  and,  imme- 
diately after  becoming  a  Master  Mason,  became  an  officer  in  Jeru- 
salem Lodge.  Passing  from  one  station  to  another,  he  filled  each 
position  with  credit  to  himself  and  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
brethren.  He  has  ever  been  a  friend  to  the  friendless,  and  these 
will  most  sincerely  mourn  his  loss.  In  1847,  the  second  day  after 
becoming  of  age,  he  was  appointed  a  deputy  sheriff,  in  the  duties 
of  which  position  he  continued  in  the  active  and  uninterrupted 
discharge  till  his  last  illness.  He  also  held  other  and  important 
offices  under  the  Government,  all  of  which  he  discharged  with  sin- 
gular fidelity  and  exactness.  He  was  eminently  a  worker.  The 
fervency  and  zeal  with  which  he  prosecuted  business  did  not  even 
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ji llow  him  that  measure  of  rest  which  nature  imperatively  <k*- 
uiands.  He  possessed  a  noble  and  generous  spirit,  and  kin  dues* 
of  heart  much  beyond  the  average  of  men.  No  one  of  the  poor 
.■  id  humble,  as  well  as  the  rich  and  influential,  ever  applied  to 
him  in  vain  for  words  of  sympathy  or  an  act  of  kindness.  His 
was  thirty-nine  years.  Although  he  died  thus  early,  he  pro- 
bably accomplished  more  real  work  than  most  men  even  should 
they  live  a  century.  He  was  an  exemplary  member  of  the  Unita- 
rian church,  and,  knowing  him  as  we  did,  confidently  believe  that 
11  his  soul  will  bloom  in  eternal  spring."  His  funeral  way  held  at 
the  first  Congregational  Church,  on  Sunday,  the  19th  ulL,  —  no 
*  -i  her  in  town  being  of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate  those  of  our 
i  ibizens  who  wished  to  pay  their  last  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  our  deceased  brother.  -  The  usual  Masonic  ceremonies 
at  the  grave. 

Finally,  dear  sir,  please  .accept  my  thanks  for  the  honor  con- 
iVrred  on  me  by  the  appointment  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master 
for  the  Tenth  Masonic  District  the  present  year. 
Yours  fraternally, 

DAVID  W.  CRAFTS, 
Dist.  Dep.  Grand  Master  10th  Masonic  Dist. 

Northampton,  Dec.  1866. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  M.  W.  William  Parkman,  Grand  Master. 

1  >ear  Sib  and  Brother,  —  I  have  made  due  return  of  the  doings 
of  the  Lodges  in  the  Eleventh  Masonic  District  during  the  past 
year. 

The  condition  of  the  fraternity  in  this  District  has  relieved  tuv 
from  the  duty  of  supervision  and  from  ail  sense  of  official  respon- 
sibility ;  and  each  of  my  visits  has  been  simply  the  occasion  ol 
pqrdial  and  hospitable  intercourse  among  the  brethren. 
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The  Lodges  in  this  District  are  increasing  in  the  best  form  of 
Masonic  growth  and  prosperity.  They  are,  without  exception, 
faithful  both  to  the  letter  and  to  the  spirit  of  Masonic  requirement. 
They  constitute  a  noble  group  in  the  jurisdiction  over  which  you 
preside. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  appointment,  which,  while  it  has 
conferred  on  me  great  honor,  has  in  equal  measure  imparted 
pleasure, 

I  remain  most  faithfully  and  fraternally, 

WILLIAM  E.  PARMENTER, 
DisL  Dep.  (hand  Master  11th  Masonic  DisL 

Wbst  Cambbidqb,  Dec.  13,  1865. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

To  William  Pabxman,  Esq.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

As  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  Twelfth  Masonic  Dis- 
trict, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  my  third  Annual  Official 
Report. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  been  called  upon  officially  to  per- 
form very  little  duty  beyond  that  appertaining  to  the  regular  an- 
nual visitations,  except  the  granting  of  a  few  dispensations  for 
the  conferring  of  degrees  out  of  course.  The  applications  for 
these  dispensations  have  been  comparatively  very  few,  and  I  have 
not  hesitated  to  grant  them. 

The  annual  visitations  to  the  several  Lodges  in  my  district 
were  all  made  during  the  months  of  October  and  November. 
Except  in  a  single  instance,  these  visitations  were  made  by  me 
personally,  attended  by  a  deputation  from  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge.  In  the  instance  referred  to,  being  unable  myself  to  be 
present  at  the  time  assigned  for  the  visitation  to  St.  Paul's  Lodge 
in  South  Boston,  and  being  unwilling  to  subject  the  Lodge  to  the 
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inconvenience  of  a  special  meeting  for  that  purpose,  I  deputed 
Bro.  Theodore  H.  Emmons,  W.  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  to 
officiate  for  me  on  that  occasion ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
Bro.  Emmons  discharged  the  duty  with  very  great  fidelity,  and  to 
the  entire  acceptance  of  St.  Paul's  Lodge.  To  him,  as  well  as  to 
several  other  distinguished  brethren,  who  kindly  accompanied  me 
on  my  several  visits,  and  materially  aided  me  in  the  performance 
of  my  official  duties,  I  feel  under  many  obligations,  and  desire 
in  this  connection  publicly  to  express  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  annual  returns  of  the 
several  Lodges  in  my  district,  will  show  at  a  glance  the  condition 
of  those  Lodges  at  the  close  of  the  past  Masonic  year  2  — 


Nam*  and  Location  of  Lodge. 


Columbian,  Boston 
Washington,  Roxbury 
Mount  Olivet,  Cambridge 
Germania,  Boston  .  . 
Joseph  Warren,  Boston 
Union,  Dorchester 
Dalhou8ie,  Newton  . 
Amicable,  Cambridge 
St.  Paul's,  South  Boston 
Gate  of  the  Temple,  So.  Bout 
Aberdour,  Boston  .  . 
Massachusetts,  Boston 


1,800 


Oct.  6 
12 
19 
23 


286 
187 

66 

76 
187 

145  „  81 
100  Not.  1 

188  „  2 

189  „  7 
186  „  9 

64  „  16 

188  M  20 


$6.00 
6.00 
6.00 
6.00 
6.00 
6.00 
6.00 
6J0O 
6.00 
6.00 
6.00 
6.00 


16 
18 
49 
46 
26 
44 
61 
41 
10 
44 


9 
19 

8 

4 
20 
10 

8 
18 
16 
12 

1 
31 


$114.00 
106.00 

48.00 

64.00 
147.00 
138.00 

754)0 
182.00 
153.00 
128.00 

8040 
132.00 


9120.00 
114.00 

54.00 

60.00 
15&O0 
144.00 

81.00 
13840 
159.00 
129AW 

36JQ0 
138.00 


$72.00418  151|*1,254jOO{S1,S26.00 


It  will  be  perceived  by  the  foregoing  table,  that  the  district 
over  which  I  have  the  honor  to  preside  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  important  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge; 
and  in  the  number  of  affiliated  members,  number  of  initiates  for 
the  past  year,  and  amount  of  revenue  paid  into  the  treasury,  con- 
siderably exceeds  those  of  any  other  district  in  the  State ;  and 
it  affords  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  report  that  the  several 
Lodges  are  in  a  high  state  of  prosperity ;  that  harmony  and  gen- 
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eral  good  feeling  exists  among  the  brethren ;  and  that  the  speci- 
mens of  work  exhibited  by  the  several  Lodges  on  the  occasion 
of  my  official  visits  were  generally  of  a  superior  character,  and 
many  of  them  such  as  I  have  never  seen  surpassed. 

Where  all  are  entitled  to  commendation,  it  would,  in  my  judg- 
ment, be  out  of  place  in  this  report  to  mention  the  name  of  any 
particular  Lodge  or  Lodges  as  surpassing  others  in  the  excellence 
of  their  workmanship.  Still,  I  may  be  permitted  to  remark, 
without  doing  injustice  to  other  Lodges,  that  of  the  many  Ma- 
sonic degrees  I  have  seen  conferred,  I  have  never  witnessed  one 
conferred  so  perfectly,  with  so  much  grace  and  effect,  and  with 
such  perfect  attention  to  the  utmost  detail  of  the  work,  as  was  the 
third  degree  in  one  of  the  Lodges  in  my  district,  on  the  occasion 
of  my  annual  official  visitation.  It  was  witnessed  by  nearly  or 
quite  four  hundred  brethren,  most,  if  not  all  of  whom,  I  doubt 
not,  will  concur  with  me  m  the  opinion,  that  the  high  compli- 
ment bestowed  upon  the  Lodge  and  its  officers,  by  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  officially,  at  the  close  of  the  ceremonies, 
was  fully  deserved.  The  matter  is  alluded  to  in  this  connection, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  further  complimenting  the  Lodge  referred 
to,  but  to  enable  me  to  repeat  in  substance  what  I  said  upon  this 
subject  in  my  last  annual  report,  and  to  again  express  the  hope 
that  all  our  Lodges  throughout  the  entire  jurisdiction  may  be 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  a  strict  attention  to 
every  detail  of  the  work,  and  thus  emulate  each  other  in  their 
endeavors  to  give  the  greatest  possible  effect  to  every  degree  con- 
ferred, so  that  the  brethren  who  witness,  as  well  as  the  candidate 
who  receives,  may  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  lessons  these  de- 
grees are  intended  to  teach. 

In  my  official  visitations  I  have  found  much  to  commend,  and 
but  little  to  censure.  I  have  in  several  instances  specially  com- 
plimented the  Secretary  of  a  Lodge  for  the  very  beautiful  and 
accurate  manner  in  which  his  records  were  kept ;  and  I  deem 
this  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  referred  to  in  this  report. 
The  records  of  a  Lodge  are  not  for  the  present  generation  alone, 
but  for  posterity.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  exist  long  after 
all  who  now  form  the  subject  of  them, — all,  "from  the  Worship- 
ful Master  in  the  east,  down  to  the  youngest  entered  apprentice 
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who  stands  in  the  north-east  corner  of  the  Lodge,"  —  shall  have 
passed  to  that  "Celestial  Lodge  above;99  and  therefore,  in  my 
j  j  Igment,  those  records  should  be  kept  with  the  utmost  care  in 
every  particular,  in  a  fair,  round  hand,  free  from  scratch ,  blot* 
or  interlineation,  and  with  reliable  marginal  references,  The 
records  of  two  or  three  of  the  Lodges  in  my  district  as  kept  the 
past  year,  are  models  in  these  particulars, — one  especially  elicited 
my  warmest  commendation,  which  I  did  not  hesitate  to  express 
in  open  Lodge.  One  or  two  others,  however,  exhibited  something 
of  haste  or  carelessness  in  their  making-ap,  and  ought  to  be 
improved.  I  mention  this  in  the  hope  that  Secretaries  of  Lodges 
may  be  reminded  of  the  great  importance  attached  to  this  part  of 
their  official  duty,  and  to  suggest  that  Masters  of  Lodges,  as  well 
U  Secretaries,  are  bound  to  see  to  it  that  records  intended  for 
posterity  are  not  prepared  hastily,  carelessly,  or  in  a  slovenly 
manner. 

I  have  before  remarked  that  general  good  feeling  exists  among 
the  brethren  in  my  District,  and  that,  in  my  official  visitations,  I 
found  little  to  censure.  Without  explanation,  these  expressions 
might  be  misconstrued ;  but  I  cannot,  with  truth,  say  that  the 
utmost  harmony  prevails,  or  that  I  found  nothing  to  censure,  and 
therefore  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  permit  me  thus  to 
explain. 

One  of  the  Lodges  in  the  Twelfth  District, — and  I  may  say  one 
of  the  most  ancient  and  venerable  in  the  Commonwealth,  with  a 
record,  and  a  history,  and  a  charter  of  which  she  is  and  ought  to 
be  justly  proud,  and  which  every  one  of  her  members  should 
venerate  and  cherish  in  his  heart  of  hearts,  —  has  suffered  herself 
( temporarily,  I  trust)  to  swerve  from  the  strict  line  of  Masonic 
Afl&y.  Members,  as  well  as  officers,  have  allowed  themselves  to 
«LI vide  upon  questions  of  an  outside  political  or  moral  character, 
or  both,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  seriously  affect  the  workings  of 
the  Lodge  and  its  usefulness  as  a  Masonic  Institution;  and  the 
result  has  been  that  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  community,  who 
Lave  been  proposed  for  the  degrees  by  both  parties,  men  "  of  good 
report  and  well  recommended,"  have  been  rejected  for  no  other 
re  h  sons  than  those  arising  from  the  outside  controversy  above 
ulludcd  to :  and  thus  there  has  been  a  want  of  harmony  in  this 
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particular  Lodge,  and  in  this  Lodge  only ;  and  this,  and  this  only, 
have  I  felt  compelled  in  my  official  capacity  to  censure  and  rebuke 
in  the  strongest  possible  terms. 

Questions  which  agitate  the  community  at  large  upon  matters 
of  politics,  religion,  or  upon  any  other  subject  upon  which  good 
and  true  men  honestly  differ  in  opinion,  should  never  be  brought 
within  the  sacred  portals  of  a  Masonic  Lodge.  In  fact,  this  is 
expressly  forbidden  by  our  laws  and  rules,  and  that  Mason  who 
allows  himself  or  his  actions,  within  his  Lodge,  to  be  governed  or 
regulated  by  any  such  outside  considerations,  expressly  violates 
his  Masonic  obligations,  and  should  himself  be  expelled  from  the 
Order.  And  the  moment  a  Lodge,  as  a  body,  suffers  itself  to  be 
governed  or  controlled  by  any  such  considerations,  it  ceases  to  be  a 
Masonic  institution ;  and,  however  ancient  or  venerable  its  char- 
acter may  be,  or  however  honorable  its  previous  history,  unless  it 
returns  at  once  to  its  strict  line  of  duty,  should  be  required  forth- 
with to  surrender  its  charter  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

I  make  these  remarks  from  a  strict  sense  of  duty,  and  not  from 
any  feelings  other  than  those  of  deep  sorrow  towards  the  Lodge  in 
question,  among  whose  officers  and  members  are  many  of  my  most 
cherished  personal  friends.  But  the  institution  of  Freemasonry  in 
this  community  ought  not,  and  must  not,  be  jeopardized  by  such 
proceedings  as  I  have  referred  to  without  an  admonition  from  the 
proper  source,  and  that  source  is  the  Grand  Master  or  his  official 
representative.  This  admonition  has  been  given,  and  I  cannot 
but  hope  that  not  only  this  Lodge,  but  all  others  may  hereafter  be 
governed  solely  by  the  strict  laws  and  rules  of  our  Order,  so  that 
no  official  representative  of  the  Grand  Master  may  hereafter  have 
occasion  to  report  otherwise  than  that  entire  harmony  prevails 
among  the  brotherhood,  with  everything  to  commend,  and  nothing 
to  censure. 

In  closing  this  my  final  report,  and  with  it  my  official  connec- 
tion with  you,  allow  me,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  to 
tender  to  you  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  confidence  you  have 
personally  as  well  as  officially  reposed  in  me  as  your  official 
representative  in  the  Twelfth  District  during  the  past  three  years, 
and  also  for  the  honor  conferred  by  that  high  position.  The  duty 
devolving  upon  me  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge  conscientiously 
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and  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  My  intercourse  -with  the  several 
Lodges  in  the  District  has  been  to  me  a  source  of  the  greatest 
pleasure.  I  have  received  from  the  brethren  nothiog  but  kind- 
ness, courtesy,  and  generous  hospitality.  The  utmont  loyalty  to 
the  distinguished  Body  over  which  you  preside  has  at  all  times 
been  expressed  by  the  officers  and  brethren  of  each  of  the  Lodges, 
as  well  as  the  most  profound  respect  for  yourself  person  ally  and 
officially.  And  now,  after  having  administered  our  Masonic 
affairs  in  this  Commonwealth  during  three  years  of  success,  un- 
paralleled in  the  history  of  the  Order,  you  are  about  to  retire  from 
the  elevated  position  you  have  so  long  and  so  faithfully  occupied, 
permit  me  most  heartily  to  congratulate  you  that  you  still  rem  a.  in 
in  the  full  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  the  entire  Masonic  fraternity ;  and  also  that  in  placing  in  the 
hands  of  your  successor  the  emblem  of  authority  appertaining  to 
his  office,  you  may,  with  truth,  assure  him  that  you  thus  sur- 
render the  trust  committed  to  your  charge,  with  the  proud  con- 
sciousness that  the  Order  of  Freemasonry  throughout  the  entire 
jurisdiction  is  now  in  the  very  zenith  of  its  prosperity  and  use- 
fulness.   I  am,  dear  sir  and  brother, 

Most  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

N.  A.  THOMPSON, 
Dist.  Dep.  Or.  Master,  12th  Masonic  DisL 

Boston,  Dec.  16,  1866. 


FRATERNAL  ARMY  LODGE,  No,  4. 

Worcester,  November  28,  1865. 

William  Parkman,  Esq.,  M.  W.  Grand  Matter  of  Masons  in 
Massachusetts, 

Sju, — I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  Dispensation  of 
Fraternal  Army  Lodge,  No.  4,  Twenty-Fifth  Regiment  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers,  together  with  a  transcript  of  the  records  of 
thu  Lodge  for  the  years  1864-5,  also  the  annual  return  of  the 
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Lodge  for  the  years  above  named,  and  an  account  of  receipts  and 
disbursements  during  the  four  years  I  have  held  the  Dispensation. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  thanks  to  those  who  have 
reposed  such  confidence  in  me. 

The  communications  of  Fraternal  Army  Lodge  have  been  the 
source  of  much  pleasure,  and  I  trust  profit  to  members  of  our 
honored  fraternity,  who  have  from  various  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, from  time  to  time  been  permitted  to  participate  in  our  cere- 
monies, and  enjoy  each  other's  society  as  Masons.  I  firmly  be- 
lieve that  no  one  thing  has  done  so  much  to  unite  men  in  North 
Carolina  who  were  in  rebellion  against  our  government  and  those 
who  were  contending  for  the  right,  as  Masonry. 

Many  items  of  interest  have  come  under  my  personal  obser- 
vation which  go  to  establish  the  advantages  of  Masonry. 

The  delay  in  the  returns  for  1864  was  occasioned  by  the  brother 
who  brought  them  North  overlooking  them  for  nearly  a  year. 

Please  accept  my  acknowledgment  of  the  kind  expressions  of 
interest  and  encouragement  which  has  occasionally  reached  me 
through  your  communications,  and  believe  me, 

Truly  and  fraternally,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KNOX. 


BUNKER  HILL  ARMY  LODGE,  No.  5. 

Wilijam  Parkman,  Esq.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Massachusetts. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  return  to  you  the  Dispensation  granted 
in  1861  to  the  brethren  therein  named,  and  committed  to  George 
H.  Gordon,  then  Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Massachusetts 
Infantry.  That  regiment  having  been  mustered  out  of  service, 
alter  over  four  years'  of  honorable  history,  the  time  of  this  Dis- 
pensation expires. 

In  behalf  of  the  brethren  remaining,  I  thank  you  for  the  trust  . 
committed  to  us,  and  assure  you  that  it  has  been  the  source  of 
great  pleasure  and  profit. 
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I  surrender  also  the  records.  Their  imperfect  state  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  first  Secretary,  Capt.  Edward  G.  Abbott,  was 
killed  at  Cedar  Mountain;  and  his  acting  successor,  Surgeon 
William  H.  Heath,  died  in  front  of  Atlanta  of  disease  contracted 
in  the  faithful  and  untiring  discharge  of  his  duty.  His  minutes  I 
I i.ive  copied  and  attested. 

Of  the  history  of  this  Lodge,  I  take  the  liberty  to  mate  the 
following  statements :  — 

Speedily  after  the  receipt  of  the  Dispensation,  Colonel  Gordon 
assumed  his  office  as  Master,  with  the  Wardens  named,  Chaplain 
Alonzo  H.  Quint,  Senior  Warden ;  Major  Wilder  D  wight,  Junior 
Warden.  Measures  were  taken  to  perfect  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers in  the  work,  in  which  the  Lodge  accurately  followed  the 
practice  of  the  best  Lodges  at  home.  Members  at  home  occa- 
sionally procured  the  best  instruction ;  and  the  work  I  think  was 
strictly  correct. 

The  necessary  furniture  was  procured,  and  all  the  fixtures  as 
well  secured  as  army  life  would  allow.  In  the  winter  of  18S1-2* 
the  Lodge  at  Frederick,  Md.,  kindly  allowed  us  the  use  of  thoir 
rooms,  of  which,  however,  we  availed  ourselves  but  once.  In 
that  winter,  Charles  Wheaton,  Jr.  (Adjutant),  and  Lieutenant 
Charles  R.  Mudge  and  Lieutenant  Robert  B.  Brown,  were  re- 
ceived as  Entered  Apprentices,  and  passed  to  the  degree  of  Fellow- 
Craft.  Lieut.  Wheaton  leaving  the  regiment  he  did  not  proceed 
further ;  I  trust  that  the  Grand  Master  will  authorize  any  Lodge 
to  continue  the  work  in  his  case  when  he  shall  have  returned. 
Lieut.  Mudge  fell  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  commanding  at  Get- 
tysburg. Lieut.  Brown  subsequently  was  raised  to  the  degree  of 
Master  Mason. 

la  the  winter  of  1861-2,  much  brotherly  intercourse  was  had 
with  other  brethren.  On  St.  John's  day,  the  Lodge  in  Frederick 
lu'ltl  a  public  installation,  and  our  Lodge  formed  a  part  of  the  large 
procession.  The  Senior  Warden,  Chaplain  of  the  Second,  was 
invited  to  and  did  deliver  an  address  in  the  Lutheran  Church, 
which  was  well  filled,  upon  "Masonry  and  the  State."  A  copy 
was  asked  for  publication,  but  the  speaker  felt  too  diffident  of  its 
merits  to  consent.  The  banquet  which  followed  was  attended  by 
over  five  hundred  Masons. 
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In  that  army  corps,  after  consultation,  a  committee  of  relief 
was  instituted  ;  upon  which  the  Senior  Warden  had  the  honor  to 
serve  as  one  of  the  seven  in  connection  with  Major-General 
Banks,  Colonel  Murphy  of  Pennsylvania,  and  others. 

The  active  campaign  which  followed  prevented  meetings.  The 
promotion  of  Colonel  Gordon  to  be  Brigadier-General  removed 
him  from  the  regiment,  and  the  Senior  Warden  assumed  the  care 
of  the  Lodge,  in  which  he  remained.  The  working  strength  of 
the  Lodge  was  greatly  reduced  by  the  removal  of  Colonel  Gor^ 
don,  the  resignation  of  his  commission  by  Captain  Tucker,  the 
promotion  and  removal  of  Captain  Underwood  to  the  Thirty-Third 
Massachusetts,  the  fall  of  Captain  Abbott  at  Cedar  Mountain,  the 
wound  and  resignation  for  disability  of  Surgeon  Leland,  and  the 
fall  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dwight  at  Antietam.  But  two  of  the 
original  eight  remained. 

But,  in  the  winter  of  1863-4,  in  Tennessee,  the  Lodge  again 
prosecuted  its  work.  Other  Masons  in  the  regiment  assisted,  and 
the  approval  and  the  kind  interest  of  the  Grand  Master  were 
felt.  Suitable  accommodations  were  had,  and  the  Lodge  became 
a  centre  of  great  interest.  John  F.  George,  Charles  W.  Thomas, 
James  W.  Cook,  Edward  A.  Phalen,  Theodore  K.  Parker,  and 
Nathan  D.  A.  Sawyer,  were  severally  received,  passed,  and 
raised. 

The  Lodge  was  temporarily  organized  thus :  the  Senior  War- 
den as  Master ;  Bro.  A.  D.  Sawyer  (Lieut.),  S.  W. ;  Bro.  James 
Francis  (Major),  J.  W. ;  Bro.  W.  H.  Heath  (Surgeon),  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer;  Bro.  R.  B.  Brown  (Capt,),  S.  D. ;  Bro. 
Whitney  (Capt.),  J.  D. ;  Bro.  Miles  (Sergeant),  and  Bro.  A.  W. 
Mann  (Lieut.),  Tyler. 

Great  numbers  of  visitors  were  habitually  present.  The  care 
of  rigid  examination  was  thoroughly  performed,  with  much  labor. 
Generals  and  enlisted  men  met  together,  not  only  with  no  detri- 
ment to  discipline,  but  to  its  advantage.  Masons  of  low  military 
position  were  only  the  more  careful  to  show  due  respect  to  their 
brethren  in  higher  stations  in  the  daily  routine  of  duty.  As  an 
illustration  of  the  extent  of  visiting,  on  one  evening  I  noticed 
present  brethren  from  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island.  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  District  of 
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Columbia,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Iowa,  Colorado, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  Georgia.  Citizens  as  well  as  soldiers 
v.- ere  visitors ;  and  it  is  evident,  that  in  the  work  of  harmonizing 
the  country,  Masonry  has  a  powerful  mission  to  fulfil. 

The  active  campaign  which  followed,  never  ceasing  until  Sher- 
man's army  was  at  Washington,  forbade  all  effort  to  meet  as  a 
Lodge. 

The  intercourse  with  Masonic  brethren  was  always  good. 
Masons  were  found  to  give  a  brotherly  welcome  everywhere.  The 
intercourse,  even  with  enemies,  was  never  in  the  slightest  degree 
prejudicial  to  loyalty ;  yet  it  proved  often  valuable.  The  courte- 
sies and  helps  to  prisoners,  and  to  wounded  men,  were  often  touch- 
ing. The  hand  of  the  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle  felt  a  safe- 
guard even  from  those  just  before  in  conflict,  when  it  round  a 
brother ;  and  the  wounded  prisoner  on  the  operating-table  felt  re- 
lieved when  he  knew  that  a  brother's  hand  held  the  knife  of  the 
surgeon. 

Of  those  eight,  originally  mentioned  in  the  Dispensation,  I  will 
recapitulate,  with  those  who  were  subsequently  under  the  Craft's 
care :  — 

Col.  Gordon  became  Brevet  Major-General ;  Chaplain  Quint 
led  service  in  Georgia  by  the  advice  of  the  Surgeon ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  D  wight  fell  at  Antietam,  nobly ;  Captain  Tucker  resigned ; 
Surgeon  Leland  wounded  at  Cedar  Mountain,  and  resigned ;  Capt. 
Underwood,  maimed  for  life  at  Wauhetchie,  became  Brevet  Major- 
i .  eneral ;  Lieutenant  Sawyer  resigned,  from  ill  health,  in  front  of 
Atlanta;  Captain  Abbott  was  killed  at  Cedar  Mountain, — a 
brave  soldier. 

Of  those  who  received  degrees,  —  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mudge 
fell  at  Gettysburg,  bravely  leading  his  men  ;  Lieutenant  Wheaton 
is  still  in  service  ;  Captain  Brown  served  with  gallantry  until  the 
close  of  the  war.    Of  the  other  five,  four  have  been  wounded. 

Of  other  Masons  working  with  us,  Surgeon  Heath  died  of  dis- 
vse  in  front  of  Atlanta,  —  a  true  and  noble  man.  I  believe 
t  hat  none  of  the  enlisted  men  were  wounded  ;  except  that  George 
II.  Ide,  a  fellow-craft  (though  not  sitting  with  the  Lodge),  was 
killed  at  Cedar  Mountain. 

The  lamented  Shaw,  then  a  Captain  in  the  Second,  had 
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expressed  his  determination  to  offer  himself  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity; but  he  left  to  take  that  position  in  which  he  fell  at 
Wagner. 

Accompanying  this  report,  will  be  forwarded  to  the  proper 
official  the  fees  due.  Other  funds  have  been  used  in  assisting 
needy  brethren ;  and  some  help  was  also  rendered  to  a  poor  widow 
and  large  family  of  fatherless  and  suffering  children  in  Georgia ; 
that  her  husband  had  fallen  in  the  Confederate  army  did  not 
seem  a  reason  why  assistance  should  hesitate. 

With  assurance  of  gratitude  for  the  interest  and  care  of  the 
Grand  Master, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  fraternally  yours, 

ALONZO  H.  QUINT, 
(Late  Chaplain  Second  Mass.  Inf.)  Senior  Warden. 


"1 


LIST   OF  LODGES 

UNDER  THB  JURISDICTION  OF 

THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

ACCORDING  TO  DISTRICTS. 


R.  W.  JAMES  A*  FOX,  Boston. 


St.  John's,  Boston  (1738). 
St.  Andrew's,  Boston  (1766). 
Mount  Lebanon,  Boston  (1801). 
Bethbsda,  Brighton  (1819). 
Monitor,  WalUiam  (1820). 
Moust  Tabor,  East  Boston  (1846). 


Baalbbc,  East  Boston  (1858). 
Winslow  Lewis,  Boston  (I860). 
Revere,  Boston  (1857). 
Pequossette,  Watertown  (1857). 
Hammatt,  East  Boston  (1860). 
Belmont,  Belmont  (1865). 


Seconli  iBiatrict. 
R.  W.  GEORGE  A.  PIERSON,  Salem. 


Phiianthbofic,  Marblehead  (1760). 
St.  John's,  Newburyport  (1766). 
Tymam,  Gloucester  (1770). 
Emex,  Salem  (1779). 
St.  Marx's,  Newbuiyport  (1803). 
Mount  Carmel,  Lynn  (1805). 
Jordan,  South  Danvers  (1808). 
Warren,  Amesbury  (1822). 


Libebtt,  Beverly  (1824). 
Ashler,  Rockport  (1852). 
Amity,  Danvers  (1864). 
Stab  Kino,  Salem  (1864). 
John  T.  Heard,  Ipswich  (1865). 
Golden  Fleece,  Lynn  (1865). 
Acacia,  Gloucester  (U.D.). 
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Un>trtj  Btetrict. 


R.  W.  LEMUEL  A.  BISHOP,  Lawrence. 


St.  Paul's,  Groton  (1797). 
Corinthian,  Concord  (1797). 
Aurora,  Fitchburg  (1801). 
Merrimac,  Haverhill  (1802). 
Pbntuckrt,  Lowell  (1807). 
St.  Matthew's,  Andover  (1822). 
Grecian,  Lawrence  (1825). 
Ancient  York,  Lowell  (1858). 


Caleb  Butler,  South  Groton. 
Wilder,  Leominster  (I860). 
John  Hancock,  Methuen  (1861). 
Tuscan,  Lawrence  (1863). 
Hope,  Gardner  (1864). 
Saggahew,  Haverhill  (1865). 
Artisan,  Winchenden  (U.D.). 
Chas.  W.  Moore,  Fitchburg  (UJ>.). 


jFottttij  Btsrtrfct 
R.  W.  H.  C.  SKINNER,  Milfobd. 


Montgomery,  Milford  (1797). 
Olive  Branch,  Sutton  (1797). 
Solomon's  Temple,  Uxbridge(  1818) . 
Franklin,  Grafton  (1852). 
Webster,  Webster  (1858). 


Blackstone    River,  Blackstone 

(1856). 
Oxford,  Oxford  (1860). 
John  Warren,  Hopkinton  (1861). 
Mount  Hollib,  Holliflton  (1865). 


fifty  ©tetrict 
B.  W.  JONATHAN  R.  GAY,  Stoughton. 


Old  Colony,  Hingham  (1792). 
Rising  Stab,  Stoughton  (1799). 
Corner  Stone,  Duxbury  (1801). 
Rural,  Quincy  (1801). 
Norfolk  Union,  Randolph  (1819). 
Orphans'  Hope,  Weymouth  (1825). 
Plymouth,  Plymouth  (1825). 


Paul  Revere,  North  Bridgewater 

(1857). 

John  Cutler,  Abington  (1860). 
Orient,  South  Dedham  (1862). 
Blue  Hill,  Canton  (1864). 
Hyde  Park,  Dorchester  (U.B.). 
Konohassett,  Cohasset  (U.D.). 


SlXtfj  JBfetttCt. 
R.  W.  A.  A.  BTJRDITT,  Clinton. 


Morning  Star,  Worcester  (1798). 
Middlesex,  Framingham  (1795). 
Meridian,  Natick  (1797). 
Mount  Zion,  Barre  (1800). 
Montacute,  Worcester  (1858). 
Trinity,  Clinton  (1859). 
Quaboag,  Warren  (1859). 


United  Brethren,  Marlboro  (1859). 
Quinebaug,  Southbridge  (1859). 
Eden,  Ware  (1864). 
Doric,  FeltonviUe  (1864). 
Hayden,  Brookfleld  (1864). 
North  Star,  Ashland  (1866). 
Athelstane,  Worcester  (U.D.). 


95 


Sebentij  Bfatrict. 
R.  W,  JOHN  B.  BAYLIES,  New  Bedford. 


Fellowship,  Bridgewater  (1797). 
Bristol,  Attleboro  (1797). 
Kino  David,  Taunton  (1798). 
St.  Alban'b,  Foxboro  (1818). 
Stab  in  the  East,  New  Bedford 
(1823). 

Mount  Hope,  Fall  River  (1824). 
Eureka,  New  Bedford  (1868). 


Martha's  Vine  YARDjTisburyf 1860). 
Pythagoras,  Marion  (1863). 
Pioneer,  Somerset  (1864). 
Mayflower,  Middleboro  (1864). 
St.  James,  Mansfield  (1864). 
Alfred  Baylies,  Taunton  (U.D.). 
Kino  Philip,  Fall  River  (U.D.). 


Stgijtfj  ©{strict 
B.  W.  Bev.  B.  S.  POPE,  Hyankis. 


Union,  Nantucket  (1771). 
Kino  Hiram,  Provincetown  (1795). 
Marine,  Falmouth  (1798). 
Fraternal,  Hyannis  (1801). 
Mt.  Hobeb,  West  Harwich  (1865). 


De  Witt  Clinton,  8andwich  (1866). 
Pilgrim,  South  Harwich  (1859). 
Social  Harmony,  Wareham  (1868). 
James  Otis,  Barnstable  (U.D.). 
Adams,  Wellfleet  (U.D.). 


Nmtfj  Bfotrtct. 
B.  W.  HENBY  CHICKEBING,  Pittsfield. 


Cinoinkatus,  G.  Barrington  (1795), 
Evening  Star,  Lee  (1795). 
Lafayette,  North  Adams  (1796). 
Thomas,  Palmer  (1796). 
Wisdom,  West  Stockbridge  (1808). 
Mystic,  Pittsfield  (1810). 


Hampden,  Springfield  (1817). 
Mount  Moriah,  Westfield  (1856). 
Berkshire,  South  Adams  (1858). 
Day  Spring,  Monson  (1863). 
Bos  well  Lee,  Springfield  (1864). 


B.  W.  DAVID  W. 

Republican,  Greenfield  (1794). 
Harmony,  Northfield  (1796). 
Jerusalem,  Northampton  (1797). 
Pacific,  Amherst  (1801). 
Mountain,  Shelburae  Falls  (1806). 


fj  ©{strict, 

CBAFTS,  Northampton. 

Bethel,  Enfield  (1826). 
Chicopee,  Chicopee  (1849). 
Mount  Tom,  Holyoke  (1850). 
Orange,  Orange  (1860). 
Star,  Athol  (1865). 
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«Htbentfj  Btetrkt, 
R.  W.  S.  O.  DEARBORN,  Melrose. 


Kino  Solomon,  Charlestown  (1788). 
Hiram,  West  Cambridge  (1797). 
Stab  of  Bethlehem,  Chelsea  (1844). 
IVtn am,  Kast  Cambridge  (1865). 
Mount  Hkrmon,  Medford  (1865). 
Moukt  Hobbb,  Woburn  (1866). 


Wyoming,  Melrose  (1867). 
Mount  Vebnon,  Maiden  (1858). 
John  Abbot,  Somerville  (1858). 
Henbt  Pbicb,  Charlestown  (1859). 
Dalhousib,  Newtonville  (1861). 
Wm.  Pabkman,  Winchester  (1866). 


©nelftfj  Bfetrict 


R,  W.  NEWELL  A.  THOMPSON,  Boston. 


Massac  u  i :  setts,  Boston  (1770). 
Columbian,  Boston  (1796). 
Washington,  Roxbury  (1796). 
Union,  Dorchester  (1796). 
Amicable,  Cambridgeport  (1805). 
St.  Paul's,  South  Boston  (1847). 
GuRUASiAj  Boston  (1856). 


Gate  of  Temple,  S.  Boston  (1856). 
Joseph  Wabben,  Boston  (1857). 
Abebdoub,  Boston  (1862). 
Mt.  Oliyet,  Old  Cambridge  (1864). 
Eleusis,  Boston  (1866). 
Lafayette,  Roxbury  (U.D.). 
Adblphi,  South  Boston  (U.D.). 


GEORGE  H.  KENDALL,  DEPUTY  FOR  CHILI,  S.A. 


Betitesda,  Valparaiso,  South  Ame- 
rica (1864). 


Hibam  of  Copiapo,  Copiapo,  Chili, 
S.A.  (1858). 


CHARLES  E.  HILL,  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  FOR  CHINA. 
An<  iKvr  Landmabk  of  Hono  Que  Shanghae  (1864). 

KK1I.VRD  H.  HARTLEY,  Lima,  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  FOR 

PERU. 


J.  L.  Hutchinson  Lodoe  at  Arica. 


COLOMBIA.  —  Isthmus  Lodge,  at  Panama. 


ERMANENT  MEMBERS 


OF  THE 

jODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Past  (Branto  fKagtera. 

IINSON   5846. 

ML  RANDALL   5851. 

ttS,  M.D   5854. 

D,  Esq   5857. 

OOLIDGE,  Esq   5861. 

tCMLfVN,  Esq.   5868. 

Past  Bqmtg  (Sranto  Rasters. 

DAME,  Esq   5832. 

[ITH,  Esq   6837. 

iVELLS   6844. 

[GE,  Esq   6861. 

LOW,  M.D   6864. 

R.  TRAIN   6859. 

MITH,  M.D.     .  6860. 

HREN   6861. 

,L  P.  WILDER   6862. 

>AME,  Esq.       .......  6863. 

18 
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Past  Senior  (Stanb  EHarbcn*. 


Hon.  THOMAS  TOLMAN   5840. 

DANIEL  HARWOOD,  M.D   6858. 

RICHARD  S.  SPOFFORb,  M.D   6854. 

Hon.  WILLIAM  C.  PLUNKETT   5855. 

BRADFORD  L.  WALES,  M.D   5857. 

HENTRY  GODDARD,  Esq   5*38. 

LORENZO  H.  GAM  WELL,  Esq   5869. 

JOEL  SPALDING,  M.D.    6860. 

WILLIAM  NORTH,  Esq   5861. 

HENRY  CHICKERING,  Esq   5862. 

WILLIAM  W.  BAKER,  Esq   5863. 

WILLIAM  S.  GARDNER,  Esq   5864. 

WENDELL  T.  DAVIS.  Esq   5865. 

$tatft  Junior  (Sranto  GHarben*. 

THOMAS  POWER,  Esq   5848. 

JOHN  HEWS,  Esq   5844. 

WILLIAM  EATON,  Esq   5851. 

JOHN  FLINT,  M.D.   5852. 

JONAS  A.  MARSHALL,  M.D   5854. 

SAMUEL  K.  HUTCHINSON,  Esq   5855. 

JOHN  H.  SHEPPARD,  Esq.   5857. 

ISAAC  HULL  WRIGHT,  Esq   5858. 

CHARLES  ROBBINS,  Esq   5859. 

PETER  C.  JONES,  Esq   5862. 

DANIEL  REYNOLDS,  Esq   5868. 

BENJAMIN  DEAN,  Esq  m  5864. 

SOLON  THORNTON,  Esq   5865, 


GRAND   SECRETARY'S  ADDRESS: 

,ES  W.  MOORE,  Freemasons'  Hall, 
So.  10  Summer  Street,  Boston,  Ma*s. 


THE 


TRESTLE-BOARD, 

FOR  THE  USE  OF 

?TERS,  COUNCILS,  AND  ENCAMPMENTS. 

By  CHARLES  W.  MOORE, 
tor  of  the  Freemasons*  Magazine. 


nost  popular  Masonic  Manual  ever  published  in  America,  and 
jed,  both  in  thi9  country  and  Europe,  than  any  similar  work 

received  the  approval  and  recommendation  of  nearly  every 
t  distinguished  Masons  in  the  United  States.  It  gives  in  sys- 
and  in  a  clear  and  comprehensive  manner,  all  the  aid  that  such 
y  give,  in  the  work  of  all  the  degrees  of  the  Lodge,  Chapter, 
ment ;  together  with  full  Installation  Services  for  each  grade ; 
I  public  occasions ;  and  the  various  forms  of  petitions,  &c,  re- 
<»eedtngs.  Its  extensive  use  has  contributed  more  the  last  ten 
rmity  of  work  and  ceremonies  among  the  Lodges,  and  other 

country,  than  could  have  been  effected  by  any  other  means, 
ifully  illustrated  with  plates,  and  is  sold  at  $14  a  dozen,  SI. 40 
iddressed  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  No.  10 
a,  will  receive  prompt  attention ;  or  it  may  be  had  through  any 
sellers. 

r  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  recommended,  in  his  ad- 
iy  in  May  last,  as  a  Text-book,  the*  "  New  Masonic  Trestle- 
I  will  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  has  no  equal,  but  I  feel  no 
;  my  belief  that  it  has  never  had  a  superior." 


RECOMMENDATION. 

irand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  recommend  the  "  Tkkstle-Boaki»" 
11  the  essentials  of  a  Manual  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry ;  and  In  pre- 
lar  works,  it  especially  sanetlous  to  the  subordinate  Lodges  under  its 
Siis  most  excellent  compend  of  the  principles  and  ceremonies  of  the 


THE  POCKET  TRESTLE-BOARD 

AND 


DIGEST  OF  MASONIC  LAW. 


i  At  the  request  of  brethren  interested  in  preserving  the  purity  of  the  Work,  am 
i  maintaining  uniformity  of  Practice  in  the  Lodges,  the  undersigned  has  prepared  i 
|  Pocket  Edition  of  the  Trehtle-Board,  particularly  adapted  to  aid  in  the  acquire 
I  ment  of  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  Ritual,  and  submits  it  as  a  Text-Book,  in  al 
respects  in  strict  conformity  with  the  Lecures  of  ancient  Craft  Masonry,  as  taugfai 
i  in  the  oldest  and  best  Lodges  in  this  country  since  the  year  1805 ;  and  as  being  afcc 
!    wholly  free  Jrom  the  corruptions  of  modem  charlatanism  and  itinerant  lecturers. 

Appended  to,  and  making  a  part  of  the  Manual,  is  a  carefully  prepared  and  com 
I    prehensive  Digest  of  the  J  jaws  of  the  Ijodge,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  found  to  bt 
of  great  practical  value,  not  only  to  the  officers,  but  to  the  individual  member*  a 
the  Lodge  who  may  avail  themselves  of  its  teachings.   And  if  placed  in  the  hand: 
!    of  every  candidate,  at  his  initiation,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  his  ability  for  useful 
;    ness  would  be  thereby  materially  increased. 

,  The  work  is  neatly  bound  in  the  pocket-book  (tuck)  form.  The  price  is  sereuty 
I  Jive  cents  a'single  copy,  or  eight  dollars  ($8.00)  a  dozen. 

|  It  is  believed  that  at  the  above  prices,  and  in  view  of  the  amount  of  matter  given, 
and  the  practical  usefulness  of  the  work,  it  is  the  cheapest,  as  it  is  one  of  the  most 
reliable,  Masonic  Manuals  ever  offered  to  the  fraternity. 

Orders  for  the  work  can  be  sent  directly  to  the  undersigned,  or  Clark  &  Maynard, 
New  York ;  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  and  Moss  &  Brother,  Philadelphia ;  or  through 
any  of  the  large  book-houses  in  the  principal  cities.  Sent  by  mail,  post  paid,  on  re- 
ceipt of  price.  Address, 

CHARLES  W.  MOORE,  Grand  Secretary, 

Freemasons'  Hall,  firisttm. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Boston,  Feb.  21 T  isfii. 

A  Digest  of  Masonic  Law,  by  Brother  Ciiari.es  W.  Moore,  needs  no  other  recom- 
mendation than  his  own  name. 

If,  however,  the  otticial  positions  held  by  the  undersigned  are  considered  us  attaching 
any  additional  value  to  their  opinions,  or  additional  importance  to  their  indorsement  of  the 
work,  they  most  cordially  give  it  the  benefit  of  both,  and  recommend  it  to  all  the  fraternity, 
especially"  to  the  Mason  a  of  this  jurisdiction,  as  emphatically  a  correct,  useful,  and  valuable 
Manual. ' 

.John  T.  Hkarj>,  /'.  G.  jr. 
Winslow  Lewis,  P.  G.  jr. 
William  D.  Cooliixje,  tirtrntt  Master 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  the  above  little  work  to  all  the  Lodges  and  Breth 
ren  In  tliitt  Jurisdiction,  as  admirably  calculated  to  promote  an  accurate  knowledge  of  rh« 
Kiti'al.  As  a  reliable  text-book  of  Masonic  Law,  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  In- 
itiate, aud  may  be  profitably  studied  by  every  brother  desirous  of  perfecting  hiumelf  in'Ma 
ttouic  culture.  * 

William  I).  Coolidoe,  G.  Matter  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Ma**achtt**:tm 
Boston,  March  19, 1861. 

Boston,  March  26.  ls«i. 

My  Dear  Sir,  —  I  was  this  morning  favored  with  the  gift  of  a  neatly  bound  copv 
your  "  Trcstle-Iloard  aud  Digest,''  for  which  please  accept  my  acknowledgments. 

It  i*  even  a  better  and  more  useful  work  than  I  supposed  it  to  be  when  I  gave  11  the  ■*  In- 
dorsement" which  is  printed  under  the  head  of  "  Recommendations."  The  "  Digest"  will  be 
very  useful  to  Masters  of  Lodge*,  and,  in  fact,  to  all  who  desire  to  know  the  exact  Ma«ooit 
law,  or  question*  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  government  of  Lodges. 

Very  fraternally  yours,  John  T.  II&auu, 

To  Charles  W.  Moore,  Esq. 


ICEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE 

OF  TBM 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 
March  14,  A.L.  6866. 

terlt  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
f  Massachusetts  was  held  at  Freemasons' Hall, 
i,  on  Wednesday,  March  14,  A.L.  5866. 

Grand  Matter. 
Deputy  Grand  Matter. 
Senior  Grand  Warden. 
Junior  Grand  Warden. 
Grand  Treasurer. 
Recording  Grand  Secretary 
Grand  Chaplain. 
Grand  Marshal. 
Grand  S  word-Bearer. 
Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Grand  Stewards. 

Grand  Pursuivants. 

Grand  Lecturers. 

Grand  Organist 
Grand  Chorister. 
Grand  Tyler. 


Present. 

ILBS  C  DAME  

NO  D.  NlCKERSON  .  .  . 
JAM  SUTTOH  

em  an  Marshall  .... 

MoClellan  

;les  W.  Moors  .... 

IHN  W.  D  ADM  UN  .... 

M  D.  Stratton  .... 

W.  Muzzbt  

.  P.  Oliver  

:ick  J.  Foss  

F.  Whittemore,  ^ 

s  Frost,  > .   .   .  . 

i  Cheney,  / 

ard  Everett,  ) 

IB  Hetwood,    J     "  * 

a  Bancroft,  ) 

Pope,  J  

I.  Rhodes  

m  H.  Kent  

\  Gat  
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District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


R+W.  James  A.  Fox   District  No.  1. 

R.W.  J.  H.  Pierbon   District  No.  2. 

R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop   District  No.  8. 

R.  W.  Henry  C.  Skinner   District  No.  4. 

R.W.  J.  R.  Gay   District  No.  6. 

B.W.  A.  A.  Burditt   District  No.  6. 

R.  W.  John  B.  Baylies   District  No.  7. 

R+ W.  R.  S.  Pope   District  No.  8. 

R.W.  Henry  Chickerinq   District  No.  9. 

R.W.  David  W.  Crapts   District  No.  10. 

R.W.  S.  O.  Dearborn   District  No.  11. 


Permanent  Members. 

R.W.  Simon  W.  Robinson   Past  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  and  Rt  Rev.  George  M.  Randall   .    „       „  „ 

R,W.  Winslow  Lewis  „       „  „ 

R.W.  William  D.  Coolidoe  „       „  „ 

R<W.  William  Parkman  „       „  „ 

R.W.  Abraham  A.  Dame   Past  Deputy  Grand  Blaster. 

R.W.  Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Wells  „       „       „  „ 

R.W.  Lucius  R.  Paige   „       „       „  „ 

R.W.  Charles  R.  Train  „       „       „  „ 

R.W.  William  North   Past  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  William  W.  Baker  „       „  „ 

R.W.  William  S.  Gardner  „       „  „ 

R.W.  Samuel  K.  Hutchinson   „       „  „ 

R.W.  Benjamin  Dean   „       „  „ 

R.W.  Solon  Thornton  „       „  „ 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  at  a 
quarter  past  two  o'clock.  Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 
The  record  of  the  last  communication  was  read. 

Br.  James  R.  Gladwin  was  recognized  as  Proxy  for 
Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  Westfield,  and  Br.  William  M.  Ward 
for  Quaboag  Lodge,  Warren. 

The  Committee  on  the  late  Grand  Master's  address  offered 
the  following  report :  — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Annual  Address  of 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Parkman,  have  attended  to  that  duty, 
and  submit  the  following  report,  — 
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tee  accord  to  the  late  Grand  Master  the  highest 
intelligence,  zeal,  and  fidelity,  with  which  he  has 
duties  devolved  upon  him  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
e  him  that  the  close  of  his  official  career  finds  our 
>  prosperous  a  condition. 

ittee  especially  commend  the  attention  and  consid- 
raternity  throughout  this  jurisdiction  to  that  part 
which  relates  to  the  charities  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
ee  agree  with  the  address,  that  applicants  for 
lot  be  turned  over  to  the  Grand  Master.  Every 
be  a  committee  of  investigation  of  every  applicant 
ity ;  and  no  brother  should  refer  such  applicant  to 
relief  unless  he  has  prima  facie  evidence  that  the 
thy.  This  is  necessary ;  first,  as  a  matter  of  duty 
ty,  and  secondly,  from  the  responsibility  which 
hould  feel  in  preserving  and  increasing  the  funds 
ir  charities  are  bestowed.  With  the  consequences 
s  by  the  late  war  for  the  Union,  and  increased 
ust  anticipate  larger  calls  upon  our  charities ;  and 
acrease,  so  should  our  care  increase,  that  these 
squandered  or  misapplied. 

ittee  regret  that  they  are  compelled  to  believe  that 
erity  has  been  attended  with  an  extravagance  of 
l  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand 
s  not  to  be  justified.  With  an  increase  for  the 
>unting  in  round  numbers  to  $8,000,  the  Commit- 
in  of  $2,700  expended  in  charities,  and  about 
ellaneous  expenses,  including  the  expenses  of  the 
and  suite  in  making  official  visits,  in  the  dedica- 
msecration  of  Lodges,  installation  of  officers,  &c, 
rtainments  furnished  the  District  Deputies  at  their 
ings,  and  dinner  to  the  representatives  of  Lodges 
Feast  given  on  the  27th  of  December.  With- 
blame  to  any  party,  the  Committee  will  give 
ations  of  what  they  believe  to  be  evils  growing 
jcuniary  prosperity.  At  the  laying  of  the  corner- 
sw  Temple,  on  the  14th  October,  1864,  the  Grand 
alone  amounted  to  $169  ;  and  this  did  not  cover 


all  the  expenses  which  the  Grand  Lodge  had  to  paj  on  thai 

occasion.  I 

•  •  •  •  • 

The  Committee  desire  thus  generally  to  call  attention  to  what 
they  dram  a  growing  evil,  and  feel  bound  to  condemn  such  ex- 
travagance in  hospitalities  and  expenditures  in  such  terms  as 
shall  attract  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  that  the  proper 
remedy  may  be  applied  and  a  reformation  accomplished. 

Your  Committee  believe  that  it  is  not  necessary  or  proper  for 
the  Grand  Master,  in  making  official  visits,  or  in  the  performance 
of  official  duties,  such  as  have  been  referred  to,  to  take  with  him 
a  largv  suite ;  they  submit  that  the  expenses  of  the  necessary 
Grand  Officers  should  be  borne  by  the  Lodge  to  whom  the  visit 
is  made  and  for  whom  the  services  are  rendered. 

The  hospitalities  of  Freemasonry  had  better  be  paid  for  from 
**he  pocket  of  each  brother  who  may  partake  thereof,  than  drawn 
from  the  treasury  at  a  time  when  the  Grand  Lodge  must  levy  a 
heavy  debt  in  order  to  accomplish  the  completion  of  the  Temple : 
an  enterprise  so  overshadowing  in  its  importance  to  the  fraternity. 
At  no  period  in  its  history  has  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts 
been  engaged  in  liabilities  so  vast  or  responsibilities  of  such 
magnitude. 

It  is  therefore  not  only  a  solemn  obligation  but  the  wisest 
policy  to  exercise  such  a  rigid  economy  as  is  consistent  with  the 
truest  performance  of  its  duties. 

With  this  view,  the  Committee  have  prepared  and  submit  the 
following  votes  as  a  part  of  this  report,  and  recommend  that  they 
be  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge :  — 

■  t\  That  the  Grand  Master  be  authorized  and  empowered 
to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  such  sums  of  money  as  are  neces- 
sary Co  defray  the  expenses  of  the  meetings  of  the  District  Depu- 
ty Grand  Masters  at  the  Annual  and  Quarterly  Communications 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  Grand  Master  in  his  Annual 
Address  report  such  expenditures. 

Voted,  That  in  the  dedication  of  new  masonic  halls,  the 
Grand  Lodge  will  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  its  own  officers, 
whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  subordinate 
Lodge  la  unable  to  bear  them. 
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in  constituting  new  Lodges,  the  travelling  ex- 
he  Grand  Officers  shall  be  paid  by  the  Grand 

whenever  the  Grand  Officers  are  invited  to  per- 
dj  of  installation,  either  publicly  or  in  private, 
e  shall  be  borne  by  the  subordinate  Lodge, 
le  M.  W.  Grand  Master  be  instructed  to  make  a 
'  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
ess. 

■ee  also  report  the  following  amendments  to  the 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

8,  Art.  III.,  Part  IV.,  in  the  second  line,  by 

"five"  after  the  word  "twenty." 

10,  Art.  I.,  Part  IV.,  in  the  second  line,  by 
rord  "three"  and  inserting  "five." 

is  respectfully  submitted. 

Charles  R.  Train. 

Winslow  Lewis. 

William  D.  Coolidge. 

John  T.  Heard,  by  C.  R.  Train. 

Charles  W.  Moore. 

William  S.  Gardner. 

>f  R.W.  Br.  Benjamin  Dean,  amended  by 
ry  Chickering,  the  following  resolution  was 
;he  amendments  of  the  Constitutions,  as  pro- 
>ort,  to  wit :  — 

t  the  whole  subject  of  the  amount  of  initiation 
lount  to  be  paid  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  each 
sd  to  a  Committee  to  report  at  the  next  quarterly 
rand  Lodge. 

tnd  the  votes  appended  thereto  were  then 
)pted ;  and  the  consideration  of  the  proposed 
the  Constitution  was  referred  to  Brothers 
,  and  Oliver. 
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The  Committee  on  the  complaint  of  Merrimac  Lodge  vs. 
St.  Mark's  Lodge  had  further  time. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jewels  for  Past  Grand 
Officers  was  read  and  referred  back  to  the  Committee  for 
further  consideration. 

R.W.  Br.  William  S.  Gardner  offered  the  following  order, 
which  was  adopted  and  referred  to  Brother  Gardner,  E.W. 
Br.  James  A.  Fox,  and  R. W.  Br.  Lucius  K.  Paige :  — 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  fix  the  station  in 
Grand  Lodge  of  those  officers  whose  position  has  not  been 
already  established  by  custom  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  all 
matters  relating  thereto. 

The  Committee  on  the  complaint  of  Day  Spring  Lodge  vs. 
Thomas  Lodge,  offered  the  following  report,  which  Was 
accepted,  and  the  resolution  attached,  after  amendment,  was 
ailnpted,  as  recorded  below:  — 

Ik  Grand  Lodge,  Boston,  March  14,  1865. 

M.W.G.  Master, — The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last 
regular  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  investigate  the 
complaint  of  Day  Spring  Lodge,  Monson,  against  Thomas  Lodge, 
Palmer,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report :  — 

The  complaint  involves  the  vexed  and  increasingly  perplexing 
question  of  jurisdiction.  It  appears  that  in  the  summer  of  1864, 
three  men,  residing  in  or  near  the  centre  of  the  town  of  Wales, 
applied  for  the  degrees  to  Thomas  Lodge,  and  the  applications 
were  received.  The  W.  Master  of  Day  Spring  Lodge,  believing 
Wales  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Lodge,  objected  to  the 
proceedings  in  the  case.  The  W.  Master  of  Thomas  Lodge 
requested  him  to  allow  them  to  proceed,  inasmuch  as  the  applica- 
tion had  gone  in,  and  that  Thomas  Lodge  would  pay  over  the 
initiation  fees  to  them,  as  the  Grand  Constitutions  require  in 
such  cases.  The  W.  Master  consented,  as  he  says,  in  view  of 
iih  fact,  that  Day  Spring  Lodge  was  a  new  Lodge,  and  also 
fleering  to  live  on  amicable  terms  with  Thomas  Lodge.  After 
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s  had  been  accepted,  and  the  degrees  conferred 
%j  Spring  Lodge  requested  the  fees.  Thomas 

"pass  over"  the  request,  virtually  refusing  to 
Spring  Lodge,  after  making  other  fruitless  at~ 
t  the  matter  with  Thomas  Lodge,  appealed  to  the 

He  decided  that  Wales  was  in  the  jurisdiction 
Lodge,  and  that  Thomas  Lodge  should  pay  over 
,  as  the  Grand  Constitutions  require  in  such  cases, 
as  laid  before  Thomas  Lodge ;  and  your  Commit- 
>  add  that  the  Worshipful  Master,  Br.  J.  B.  Shaw, 
dd  to  induce  his  Lodge  to  comply  with  that  deci- 
odge  voted  not  to  pass  over  the  money. 
ie  location  of  these  towns.  Wales  is  about  seven 
of  Monson.  Palmer  is  four  miles  north  of  Mon- 
y  northwest  from  Wales.  The  towns  of  Monson 
ie  between*  so  that  persons  going  from  Wales  to 
>ass  through  one  of  these  towns.  The  distance 
Palmer,  through  Monson,  is  eleven  miles  ;  through 
the  mail  route,  twelve  miles;  or  by  another,  a 
om  ten  to  eleven  miles.  There  is  no  railroad  or 
ce  between  the  two  places.  The  above  is  a  brief 
*acing  the  main  features  in  the  case, 
ly  one  point  of  law  on  which  the  brethren  of 
attempt  to  justify  their  proceedings,  and  that  is 
Y.,  Art.  III.,  Sect.  5  of  the  Grand  Constitutions, 
as  for  initiation  shall  be  made  to  the  Lodge  in  the 
rhere  the  petitioner  resides,  if  there  be  a  Lodge 
there  be  none,  then  he  shall  apply  to  the  Lodge 
to  his  residence." 

Lper  put  into  the  hands  of  your  Committee  by 
purporting  to  be  a  statement  of  their  case,  is 
tiree  brethren  residing  in  Wales,  whose  initiation 
o  by  Day  Spring  Lodge.  In  this  paper,  they  say, 
,  respectfully,  ourselves  to  be  the  sole  judges  of 
ient  to  us,  and  do  not  consider  it  the  right  of  any 
omas  Lodge  or  Day  Spring  Lodge  to  dictate  or 
uch  a  matter."  Again :  "  But  this  question,  we 
L  turn  upon  the  convenience  of  access  of  Thomas 
2 
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Lodge  and  Day  Spring  Lodge  to  us,  and  who  are  to  be  the  judges 
of  the  convenience  of  access." 

Your  Committee  cannot  concede  for  a  moment  the  right  of  an 
applicant  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry  to  decide  what  Lodge  is 
most  convenient"  to  his  residence.  This  Grand  Lodge  alone 
has  power  to  decide  that  question ;  and,  in  the  person  of  its 
Grand  Master,  did  decide  the  question  in  the  case  before  us ;  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  the  only  proper  course  for 
Thomas  Lodge  to  have  pursued  in  this  case  was  to  submit  to  the 
decision  of  the  Grand  Master,  and,  if  dissatisfied  with  that  deci- 
sion, to  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  to  have  it  reversed. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  — 

That  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master,  not  having  been  ap- 
pealed from,  is  final ;  and  that  Thomas  Lodge  be  directed  to  paj 
to  Day  Spring  Lodge  the  fees  received  for  the  initiation  of  the 
candidates  above  named. 

J.  W.  Dadmun. 
Lucius  R.  Paige. 

A  complaint  was  preferred  by  Norfolk  Union  Lodge 
against  Corner-Stone  and  Fraternal  Lodges  for  violation  of 
its  rights  of  jurisdiction,  and  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers 
^Villiani  S.  Gardner,  J.  H.  Pierson,  and  Benjamin  Dean. 

The  proceedings  of  Jerusalem  Lodge,  in  the  case  of  Jere- 
miah D.  Wells,  were  presented,  and  referred  to  R.W. 
Brothers  Henry  Chickering,  Henry  W.  Crafts,  and  W.  Br. 
G.  Robinson,  who  subsequently  offered  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  adopted,  and  said  Wells  expelled  from 
Masonry :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Boston,  AX.  5866. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Wardens,  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 

Massachusetts. 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  case  of  the  expul- 
sion of  Jeremiah  D.  Wells  from  Jerusalem  Lodge,  Northampton, 
re  *pectfully  report  — 
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ve  examined  the  papers  in  the  case  and  heard 
ley  find  the  proceedings  in  the  case  conducted 
sonic  rules,  and  the  action  legal ;  and  they  recom- 
roceedings  in  the  case  be  confirmed. 

espect fully  submitted. 

H.  Chickerino. 
D.  W.  Crafts. 
George  Robinson. 

in  the  case  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge  vs. 
La4wick  were  presented,  and  referred  to  the 
ee,  who  subsequently  offered  the  following 
vaa  adopted,  and  said  Chadwick  was  expelled 

Ik  Grand  Lodge,  Boston,  AX.  6866. 

md  Master,  Wardens,  and  Members  of  the  M.W.  Grand 
Lodge. 

ttee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  case  of  the  expul- 
E.  Chadwick  from  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  West- 
y  report  — 

,ve  examined  the  papers  in  the  case,  and  find  the 
ducted  according  to  masonic  rules,  and*  recom- 
proceedings  of  the  Lodge  in  the  case  be  con- 

Henry  Chickerino. 
D.  W.  Crafts. 
G.  Bobin80N. 

of  R.W.  Rev.  Br.  E.  M.  P.  Wells,  it  was 
le  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  be  placed  in  the 
ommittee  on  Charity  for  charitable  purposes. 
Winslow  Lewis  offered  the  following  reso- 
were  unanimously  adopted,  the  brethren  all 
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Whereas,  during  the  present  year,  in  the  month  of  May,  there 
will  be  held  a  jubilee  in  commemoration  of  an  event  unparalleled 
in  the  whole  history  of  the  Order,  viz.,  The  advent  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  Grand  Mastership  of  the  illustrious  Prince 
Frederic  of  the  Netherlands,  to  be  celebrated  at  the  Hague  ;  and, — 

Whereas,  This  happy  occasion  should  be  appropriately  noticed 
by  fraternal  congratulations  from  all  the  sister  Grand  Lodges, 
so  nearly  connected  by  sentiment,  however  divided  by  space, 
therefore,  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  send  their 
f  raternal  greeting  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Netherlands  on  the 
remarkable  epoch  of  its  history,  when  the  venerable  Head,  spared 
i"  lie  u>r  half  a  century  its  ornament  and  Master,  completes  »n 
event  which  has  no  like  masonic  parallel. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  cannot  but 
In'  In  lingly  impressed  that  their  forefathers  were  dwellers  in 
Holland,  and  that  from  her  shore  they  embarked,  and  here 
founded  that  prosperity  which  has  increased  to  the  fulness  of  a 
great  national  Union. 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  tender  their  highest  respects 
and  fraternal  regards  to  His  Highness,  Prince  Frederic,  the  Illus- 
trious Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  East  of  the  Netherlands,  with 
their  congratulations  that  Providence  has  spared  him  to  he  so 
long  the  .guide  and  counsellor  of  his  brethren,  —  the  beloved  and 
honored  Head  of  the  Order,  —  the  Patriarch  of  Freemason rv. 
May  the  reflection  that  the  devotion  of  half  a  century  to  the  cause 
of  philanthropy  be  the  solace  of  his  aged  heart,  and  smooth  his 
declining  years  to  a  peaceful  and  happy  close. 

R.W.  Br.  William  D.  Coolidge  offered  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted:  — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  action  should  be 
takcu  in  reference  to  the  death  of  R.W.  Br.  Lemuel  Gay,  ask 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report, — 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  the  All-Wise  Disposer  of  events  to 
remove  from  this  life  our  Right  Worshipful  and  worthy  brother, 
Lemuel  Gay  of  S  tough  ton,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Fifth  District,  therefore,  — 
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That  we  are  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one,  who, 
ag  and  useful  life,  maintained  the  character  of  an 
igh-minded,  and  public-spirited  citizen  ;  of  one,  who, 
times,  sustained  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility 
uthority  of  the  United  States,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
orfolk,  and  his  native  town. 

K>m  May  1,  1790,  and  died  Feb.  15,  1866,  thus  hav- 
ttained  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  was  buried 
ic  honors.  The  funeral  took  place  on  the  18th  of 
it,  and  was  attended  by  an  unusually  large  number  of 
y.  There  were  present  on  that  occasion  one  En- 
f  Knights  Templars,  one  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and 
es,  either  in  full  or  represented. 
That  any  obituary  notice  of  our  departed  friend 
icomplete  without  stating  his  firm,  inflexible,  and 
lition  to  the  wanton  and  malicious  attacks  of  anti- 
e  was  one  who  with  others  bore  the  burden  and  heat 
it  a  time  that  "  tried  men's  souls,"  and  against  whom 
\  bigots  and  fanatics  aimed  their  Parthian  arrows, 
•y  is  now  obsolete  and  almost  forgotten  ;  yet  it  is  the 
all,  more  especially  the  younger  members  of  our 
iow  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity,  to  cherish 
de  the  memory  of  those  departed  brethren,  who,  in  a 
>omy  hour,  maintained  their  integrity,  and  with  heroic 
jht  the  "  good  fight  of  faith." 

sing  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
mple  Form  at  half-past  four  o'clock.  Prayer  by 
Chaplain. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 
June  13,  A.L.  5866. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  in  Boston,  on  Wednes- 
day, June  13,  A.L.  5866. 

Present, 

M.W.  Charles  C.  Dame  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Wyzeman  Marshall  Senior  Grand  Warden,  p. t. 

R.W.  Charles  R.  Train  Junior  Grand  Warden,  p.t. 

R.W.  John  McClellan  Grand  Treasurer. 

R  W.  Charles  W.  Moore  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  William  D.  Stratton  Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Henry  W.  Muzzet  Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

W.  Frederick  J.  Fobs   Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Edw.  Stearns,  i  ^ 

w  «  r  Grand  Stewards. 

W.  George  Frost,  ) 

W.  J.  Edward  Everett  Grand  Pursuivant, 

W.  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  j 
W.  R.  H.  Pope, 

W.  Eben  F.  Gat  Grand  Tyler. 


'  j  Grand  Lecturers* 


District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


R.W.  Jambs  A.  Fox   District  No.  1 

R.W.  George  H.  Pierson   District  No.  2. 

R.W.  Samuel  A.  Bishop   District  No.  3. 

R.W.  H.  C.  Skinner   District  No.  4. 

R.W.  A.  A.  Burditt   District  No.  6. 

R.W.  R.  S.  Pope   District  No.  8. 

R.W.  David  W.  Crapts   District  No.  10. 

R.W.  S.  O.  Dearborn   DistrictNo.il. 


Permanent  Members. 

R.W.  Winslow  Lewis  .  . 
R.W.  William  D.  Coolidge 
R.W.  Abraham  A.  Dame  .  . 
R.W.  Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Wells  . 
R.W.  Lucius  R.  Paige     .  . 


Past  Grand  Master. 

»»      »>  '  ft 
Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

a  *t  t*  » 
tt      tt        tt  *t 
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V.  Warren 
R.  Train  .  . 
.  P.  Wilder 
W.  Baker  . 
S.  Gardner  . 
[.  Hutchinson 

[ORNTON      .  . 


Past  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
ft      t»         a  it 
a      a         a  a 

Past  Grand  Warden. 

tt  tt  tt 
tt  it  it 
n      a  a 


I  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  a 
wo  o'clock.   Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Br. 

of  the  last  communication  was  read. 
Charles  R.  Train  offered  the  following  report, 
d,  discussed,  and  adopted  by  the  constitutional 
hirds  in  the  affirmative :  — 

ittee  to  whom  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  14th  of 
ferred  the  whole  subject  of  initiation  fees,  and  the 
paid  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  each  initiate,  have 

duty  assigned  them,  and  beg  leave  to  report,  — 
lount  of  the  initiation  fees,  and  the  dues  to  be  paid 
Ige  for  each  initiate,  was  fixed  several  years  ago, 
me  the  financial  condition  of  the  country  has  so 
values  have  so  advanced,  that  what  was  then  a 

proper  sum  is  now  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the 
>dges,  or  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
ittee  therefore  recommend  the  Constitutions  be 
>llow8 :  — 

,  Art.  I.,  Sect.  10,  strike  out  in  the  second  line  of 
a  word  "  six,"  and  insert  "  ten  "  instead  thereof ; 
me  line  strike  out  the  word  "  three,"  and  insert 
1  thereof. 

rt.  IV.,  Art.  III.,  Sect.  8,  insert  after  the  word 

the  second  line,  the  word  "five." 

observed  that  these  amendments  will  increase  the 

f  the  subordinate  Lodges  three  dollars  on  each 

f  the  Grand  Lodge  two  dollars. 

worthy  of  the  degrees  would  be  likely  to  object  to 

•  an  initiation  fee  of  twenty-five  dollars ;  and  the 
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Lodges  require  the  increase,  which  is  not  so  great  in  proportion 
m  the  increase  of  their  general  expenses,  and  the  calls  upon  them 
for  masonic  relief. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Charles  R.  Train. 
William  Parkman. 
S.  P.  Oliver. 

CHARTERS  GRANTED. 

Petitions  for  Charters  were  presented  by  Athelstane,  Kono- 
hassctt,  Acacia,  and  Lafayette  Lodges,  which  have  been 
working  the  past  year  under  dispensations,  and  referred  to 
committees,  who  subsequently  offered  the  following  reports, 
all  of  which  were  adopted,  and  Charters  ordered  to  be  issued 
accordingly :  — 

ATHELSTANE  LODGE. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Boston,  AX.  6866. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Athel- 
stane Lodge,  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  for  a  Charter,  have  attended 
to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  respectfully  report,  — 

That  they  have  examined  the  Records  presented  them,  and  find 
that  they  have  been  neatly  and  accurately  kept.  The  By-Laws 
they  have  also  carefully  examined,  and  recommend  that  sections 
five  2ind  six  be  stricken  out.  In  all  other  respects  they  are  in 
accordance  with  the  Constitutions  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

They  also  find  that  the  fees  due  the  Grand  Lodge  have  been 
regularly  paid.  Your  Committee  would  therefore  recommend 
that,  after  the  alterations,  as  suggested,  are  made  in  the  By-Laws, 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

L.  A.  Bishop. 
A.  A.  Burditt. 
M.  B.  Sanborn. 
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KONOHASSET  LODGR. 

Ik  Grakd  Lodge,  Bostok,  A.L.  5806. 
e  appointed  to  examine  the  By-Laws  and  Records 
jodge,  at  Cohasset,  report,  — 
rds  are  well  kept  and  well  written  in  a  handsome 
and  the  By-Laws  are  in  consonance  with  the 
the  Constitutions,  and  are  recommended  for  the 
jrrand  Lodge.  The  Committee  recommend  that 
led  to  them. 

Winslow  Lewis. 
William  D.  Coolidob. 

ACACIA  LODGE. 

Ik  Grakd  Lodge,  Bostok,  A.L.  6866. 
>e  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  certain 
for  a  Charter  under  the  name  of  Acacia  Lodge, 
Kitfully  report,  — 

ve  examined  the  Records  of  this  Lodge  while 
>n,  and  the  By-Laws  which  they  offer  for  ap- 

are  properly  kept,  and  show  that  the  brethren 
•e  fully  and  zealously  during  the  past  year, 
are  voluminous,  and  contain  many  things  which 
deem  frivolous  and  useless,  and  which  they  have 
>r  instance :  — 

ect.  1,  there  is  a  provision  that  every  brother 
1  be  admitted  a  member  at  his  own  request,  if 
months  after  being  raised  ;  otherwise,  a  ballot 
ich  shall  require  a  two-thirds  vote  to  admit  him. 
believe  that  the  general  rule  in  this  jurisdiction 
«rs  by  the  ballot,  and  that  an  unanimous  consent 
admitted  to  this  privilege. 

f  a  Lodge  is  entitled  to  all  its  rights  and 
le  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  which  its  prop- 
hip  afford.  These  may  be  of  less  or  greater 
to  the  character  of  its  members  and  the  means 
s  command. 
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If  the  provision  of  this  section  should  be  approved,  then,  by  the 
admission  of  a  brother  to  this  Lodge,  one-third  of  its  members 
might  be  excluded,  and  trouble  and  turmoil  and  confusion  follow. 
The  rule  in  Masonry,  that  perfect  unanimity  must  prevail  in 
the  acceptance  of  candidates  and  admission  of  members,  is  a 
rigorous  and  righteous  one.  This  idea  might  be  enlarged  upon 
had  your  Committee  time ;  but  they  believe  the  principle  is  so 
well  settled  in  this  State  by  long  experience  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary. No  brother,  member  of  a  Lodge,  can  be  unseated  by  the 
admission  of  a  brother  who  is  repugnant  to  him.  If  he  has  this 
power  over  the  admission  of  a  visiting  brother,  how  much  more 
ought  he  to  have  the  same  power  over  the  admission  of  a  brother 
to  the  common  rights  and  privileges  which  he  enjoys  as  a  mem- 
ber. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  the 
petitioners  in  accordance  with  their  request,  and  that  the  By- 
Laws  be  approved  as  changed  and  amended  by  your  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
G.  W.  Warren. 
William  W.  Baker. 

LAFAYETTE  LODGE. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  certain 
brethren  for  a  Charter  for  a  new  Lodge  in  Roxbury  by  the  name 
of  Lafayette,  respectfully  report,  — 

That  they  have  examined  their  doings  for  their  year  under 
dispensation,  and  the  By-Laws  presented  for  approval,  and  find 
them  in  all  respects  such  as  they  should  be.  The  records  are 
neatly  kept  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodge  judiciously  tran- 
scribed. 

The  By-Laws  are  models  of  excellence  for  their  brevity  and 
clearness  ;  free  from  all  ambiguity  of  expression,  the  meaning  and 
intention  can  readily  be  ascertained. 

Your  Committee  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  the  following  clause  in  Art.  IX. :  "  Only  fifteen  appli- 
cations shall  be  accepted  during  any  one  year." 
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utive  spirit  existing  among  the  petitioners  is 
rovision  in  their  By-Laws.  It  has  been  apparent 
hat  the  immense  amount  of  work  done  by  many 
i  this  jurisdiction  is  tending  to  destroy  the  great 
nry.  The  beauty  of  our  ritual  and  the  good 
g  the  members  of  a  Lodge  cannot  be  conceived 
lim  is  to  make  Masons  and  money.  The  inevita- 
jrburdened  work  is  to  impair  the  effectiveness  of 
;  to  weary  the  brethren  by  constant  repetitions, 
ider  the  attendance  small ;  to  destroy  the  unity 
the  brethren  ;  and  to  sap  the  very  foundations  of 

ttee  hail  with  pleasure  this  determination  of  the 
turn  to  the  palmy  days  of  our  fathers,  when  inti- 
locial  intercourse  was  one  of  the  chief  objects  of 

ittee  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  in 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  that  their  By- 
ed. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
Edw.  Stearns. 
William  P.  Sanders. 

FURTHER  TIME. 

tee  on  Stations  of  Grand  Officers,  and  on  the 
lerrimac  Lodge  vs.  St.  Mark's  Lodge,  respec- 
ther  time  granted  them  at  their  own  request. 

EXPULSIONS. 

tags  and  documents  in  the  following  cases  of 
5  presented  and  referred  to  E.W.  Brothers 
t,  S.  O.  Dearborn,  and  David  W.  Crafts, 
;  Lodge  vs.  Lewis  D.  D.  Vorheee ;  Hampden 
iliam  H.  Spooner ;  Republican  Lodge  vs.  H. 
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B.  Stevens ;  Cincinnati^ Lodge  vs.  John  Sweeney;  Baalbec 
Lodge  t*.  George  E.  Wood.  And  this  Committee,  having 
attended  to  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing reports,  which  were  severally  unanimously  adopted :  — 

LEWIS  D.  D.  TOBHKBS. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  Essex 
Lodge,  relative  to  the  expulsion  of  Br.  Lewis  D.  D.  Vorhees  from 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  have  attended  to  their  duty, 
and  respectfully  report, — 

That  they  find  the  proceedings  of  Essex  Lodge  to  he  in  accord- 
ance with  masonic  usage,  and  recommend  that  they  he  confirmed. 

Henrt  C.  Skinner. 
S.  O.  Dearborn. 
D.  W.  Crafts. 

WILLIAM  H.  SPOONEK. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  proceedings  of 
Hampden  Lodge,  relative  to  the  expulsion  of  Br.  William  H. 
Spooncr  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  have  attended 
to  thai  duty,  and  respectfully  report,  — 

That  they  do  not  find  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  Hamp- 
den Lodge  to  he  quite  in  accordance  with  masonic  usage,  in 
regard  to  fulness  of  detail ;  but  from  other  evidence  that  they 
have  obtained,  they  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  doings  of 
the  Lodge  be  confirmed. 

H.  C.  Skinner. 
S.  O.  Dearborn. 
D.  W.  Crafts,. 

H.  B.  STEVENS. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  Re- 
public an  Lodge,  relative  to  the  expulsion  of  Br.  H.  B.  Stevens 
from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  have  attended  to  then- 
duty,  and  respectfully  report, — 
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That  thcv  find  the  proceedings  of  Republican  Lodge  to  be  in 
accordance  with  masonic  usage,  and  recommend  that  they  be 
confirm  ed* 

H.  C.  Skinner. 
S.  O.  Dearborn. 
D.  W.  Crafts. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  proceedings  of 
Cincinnati! a  Lodge,  relative  to  the  expulsion  of  Br.  John  Sweeney 
from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  have  attended  to  their 
duty,  and  report  the  proceedings  incomplete,  and  recommend 
that  i hey  be  returned  to  said  Lodge  for  full  particulars. 

H.  C.  Skinner. 

D.  W.  Crafts. 

S.  O.  Dearborn. 

GEORGE  E.  WOOD. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  proceedings  of 
Baalbec  Lodge,  relative  to  the  expulsion  of  Br.  George  E.  Wood 
from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  have  attended  to  that 
duty,  and  report  the  record  of  the  proceedings  incomplete,  and 
recommend  that  they  be  returned  to  said  Lodge  for  further 
particular  fi- 
ll. C.  Skinner. 
D.  W.  Crafts. 
S.  O.  Dearborn. 

CHARITY. 

On  motion,  it  was  Voted,  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Charity 
for  distribution. 

ST.  ALBAN'S  LODGE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Master  of  St. 
AlbanJc§  Lodge,  relative  to  the  existing  difficulties  between 
the  latter  and  St*  James  Lodge,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Grand  Master  and  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 
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NORFOLK  UNION  LODGE. 

The  Committee  on  the  complaint  of  Norfolk  Union  Lodge 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted :  — 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  of  Norfolk 
Union  Lodge  at  Randolph,  against  Corner  Stone  Lodge  of  Dux- 
l.nu-v,  and  also  the  complaint  of  Norfolk  Union  Lodge  against 
Fraternal  Lodge  of  Barnstable,  respectfully  report, — 

The  complaint  against  Fraternal  Lodge  consists  in  the  charge 
lb  at  this  Lodge  took  jurisdiction  over  the  person  of  F.  M.  Cole- 
man, whom  the  complaint  alleges  was  a  resident  of  Braintree 
and  Randolph  during  the  last  two  years,  and  conferred  the 
lies  upon  him  without  the  consent  of  the  complaining  Lodge. 
The  evidence  before  your  Committee  shows  that  Br.  Coleman 
Was  horn  at  Cotuit,  near  Barnstable;  that  his  father  resides 
there  ;  that  Br.  Coleman  is  twenty-five  years  old  and  unmarried. 
In  October,  1864,  he  went  to  Randolph  and  labored  at  his  trade, 
and  ever  since  has  lived  there ;  and  at  Randolph,  in  1865,  he 
applied  to  Fraternal  Lodge.  His  application  was  referred  to  a 
(.  <«mimttee,  the  chairman  of  which  resided  at  Cotuit  (the  other 

i iibers  being  well  acquainted  with  the  inhabitants  of  Cotuit), 
and  that  in  performing  their  duty  the  question  of  residence  came 
up  before  the  Committee,  and  in  pursuance  of  their  duty,  they 
inquired  of  the  father  of  Br.  Coleman,  who  informed  the  Com- 
mit toe  that  his  son's  residence  was  at  Cotuit,  and  that  he  was 
away  it  labor,  but  only  temporarily.  The  Committee,  satisfied 
in  other  respects,  reported  favorably.  Mr.  Coleman  was  accepted, 
and  i  he  degrees  conferred  upon  him. 

1 1  appeared  before  your  Committee  that,  in  1865,  Br.  Coleman 
was  taxed  at  Braintree,  and  that  he  paid  the  tax,  and  did  not 
vote  there  at  the  next  election.  Under  the  circumstances,  the 
complainants  before  your  Committee  generously  declined  to  have 
the  constitutional  penalty  enforced,  it  appearing  that  the  brethren 
of  Fraternal  Lodge  had  conducted  themselves  carefully,  and  with 
no  intention  of  interfering  with  any  jurisdiction  outside  of  their 
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Committee,  therefore,  not  being  called  upon  to  decide 
of  residence,  would  recommend  that  the  complaining 
eave  to  withdraw  their  complaint, 
complaint  of  the  same  Lodge  against  "Corner  Stone 
Dnferring  the  degrees  upon  Samuel  E.  Ring,  your 
sport  that  it  appeared  before  them  that  the  fee  for  the 
e  complaining  Lodge  is  $40,  and  in  the  Corner  Stone 
that  Br.  Ring  has  resided  nearly  two  years  at  Ran 
een  in  partnership,  as  a  dentist,  with  his  brother-m- 
at in  each  of  said  years  he  voted  in  the  town  elec 
idolph ;  that  he  was  enrolled  in  1864  in  Randolph 
3  to  military  service ;  and  that  he  contributed  to 
and  of  that  town  to  raise  money  to  escape  the  draft, 
ler  hand,  it  is  contended  by  Corner  Stone  Lodge  that 
id  at  Duxbury ;  that,  although  he  did  business  at  Ran 
at  each  Saturday  night  he  returned  to  Duxbury  where 
-esided,  and  there  remained  until  Monday  morning, 
irned  to  Randolph. 

ititutions  provide,  Part  IV.,  Art.  III.,  Sect.  5,  that 
s  for  initiation  shall  be  made  to  the  Lodge  in  the 
where  the  petitioner  resides,"  &c.  The  real  ques- 
e  did  Br.  Ring  reside  at  the  time  of  his  application? 
lat  he  was  unmarried,  and  twenty-four  years  of  age. 
iommoD  for  young  men  of  this  age,  and  single,  to 
idences  —  one  where  they  do  business,  and  the  other 
>arent8  reside,  which  they  have  not  actually  abandoned, 
had  done  anything  previous  to  his  application,  which 
selection  of  either  place  as  a  residence,  it  may  have 
nt  out  where  his  actual  residence  was.  It  appears  to 
ttee  that  when  Br.  Ring  permitted  himself  to  be  taxed 
,  and  when  he  not  only  paid  this  tax  without  protest, 
s  a  citizen  and  resident  of  Randolph,  and  when  he 
lied  there  without  objection  on  his  part,  that  there  ia 
je  of  acts  of  Br.  Ring,  which  unmistakably  show 
idered  himself  a  resident  of  Randolph.  Behind  this 
ttee  cannot  go.  In  accordance  with  these  facts,  your 
tust  find,  as  Br.  Ring  has  already  decided,  that  at  the 
application  he  was  a  resident  of  Randolph,  within  the 
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jurisdiction  of  Norfolk  Union  Lodge;  and  that  Corner  Stone 
L  kIj-  i i. i.I  no  right  to  receive  his  application,  or  to  confer  the 
degrees  upon  him. 

The  other  question,  as  to  what  action  the  Grand  Lodge  should 
take  in  the  premises,  is  more  troublesome.  Did  Corner  Stone 
Lodge  know  that  his  residence  was  at  Randolph  ?  or  (which  is  the 
same  thing)  ought  they  to  have  known  by  proper  diligence  and 
examination?  It  is  clear  that  Br.  Ring  was  only  occasionally  at 
Kingston  (near  Duxbury)  ;  and  it  appears  to  your  Committee 
tli sit  his  return  there  was  at  such  intervals  of  time  that  the  Lodge 
at  Duxbury  should  have  put  themselves  upon  a  careful  and  strict 
inquiry  as  to  his  residence.  It  appears  that  Br.  Ring  in  his 
application  stated  that  his  place  of  residence  was  at  Kingston ; 
that  the  Committee  of  Corner  Stone  Lodge  upon  this  application 
res  Mr  <  I  .it  Kingston;  and  that  they  made  careful  investigation, 
and  were  intimately  acquainted  with  the  applicant. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  Committee  do  not  believe 
that  Corner  Stone  Lodge  intentionally  interfered  with  the  juris- 
diction of  Norfolk  Union  Lodge ;  but  it  is  clear  that  Br.  Ring 
waa  a  resident  of  Norfolk,  and  clearly  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Lodge  there  located.  As  this  Lodge  does  not  seem  willing  to 
remit  the  penalty,  your  Committee  recommend  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  pas  a  the  following  order, — 

Ordered^  That  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Fifth  Masonic 
District  be  directed  to  collect  of  Corner  Stone  Lodge,  at  Duxbury, 
the  amount  of  fees  received  for  conferring  the  degrees  upon  Br. 
Samuel  E~  Ring,  and  that  he  pay  the  same  over  to  Norfolk  Union 
Lodge. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
George  H.  Pierson. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
closed  in  Ample  Form  at  five  o'clock.    Prayer  by  the  Grand 

Chaplain, 


25 


JARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 
Sept.  12,  A.L.  6866. 

jY  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
[asSachusetts  was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall, 
ter  Street,  in  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  12, 

Present. 


C.  Dame   Grand  Master. 

Sutton   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Marshall   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

lellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

W.  Moore   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

V.  Dadiiun  ......  Grand  Chaplain. 

Stratton   Grand  Marshal. 

Icjzzet   Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

f  croft,  |   Grand  Lecturers. 

s  Grand  Organist 

y  Grand  Tyler. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

Fox   District  No.  1. 

.  Bishop   District  No.  8. 

Skinner   District  No.  4. 

R.  Gat   District  No.  5. 

lditt   District  No.  6. 

i  ay  lies   District  No.  7. 

e   District  No.  8. 

uckerino   District  No.  9. 

Crajtts   District  No.  10. 

Permanent  Members. 

Lewis   Past  Grand  Master. 

0.  Coolidoe  ......      „      „  „ 

Park man   „      „  „ 

A.  Dame   Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

•  !*•  Wells   f,      tt         „  99 

Vt.  Baker   Past  Grand  Warden. 

D«AN   „        m  ft 

4 
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The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  two 
o'clock.    Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  record  of  the  last  communication  was  read. 

The  Committee  on  Stations  of  Grand  Officers  had  further 

time. 

The  Committee  on  the  complaint  of  St.  AlbanV  Lodge 
also  had  further  time. 

Petitions  for  Charters  for  Charles  W.  Moore,  Artisan, 
J nmes  Otis,  and  Adelphi  Lodges,  all  of  which  had  been 
working  the  past  year  under  dispensations,  were  presented 
anil  referred ;  and  the  following  reports  were  subsequently 
received  and  adopted. 

CHARLES  W.  MOORE  LODGE. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  By-Laws  and 
E econl a  of  Charles  W.  Moore  Lodge  of  Fitchburg,  report,  — 

That  the  former  are  in  accordance  with  masonic  principles, 
and  wiili  the  requirements  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the 
latter  are  well  kept  and  correctly  engrossed  ;  and  the  Committee 
therefore  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  given  to  the  petitioners 
for  the  same. 

Winslow  Lewis. 
William  D.  Coolidgs. 
H.  A.  Bbown. 

ARTISAN  LODGE. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  By-Laws  and  Records 
of  Art  Uan  Lodge,  Winchendon,  recommend,  — 

Ttmt  a  Charter  be  granted  to  the  petitioners  of  said  Lodge,  the 
requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge  having  been  observed  and 
complied  with  in  regard  to  their  By-Laws,  and  the  Records  kept 
neatly  and  correctly. 

N.  A.  Thompson. 
Winslow  Lewis. 
W.  T.  Davis. 
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JAMES  OTIS  LODGE. 

ittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  James 
r  a  Charter,  beg  leave  to  report,  — 
examined  the  Records  and  By-Laws  of  said  Lodge, 
correct,  and  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted. 

R.  S.  Pope. 
J.  W.  Dadmun. 
Edward  Stearns. 

ADELPHI  LODGE. 

ittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Adelphi 
harter,  respectfully  report,  — 

bave  examined  the  Records,  and  find  them  neatly 
kept,  and  the  By-Laws  in  conformity  to  the  Consti- 
Grand  Lodge.  Also  that  the  returns  are  correctly 
fees  paid  over  as  the  law  directs.  They  therefore 
at  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted. 

H.  C.  Skinner. 

A.  A.  B  CRD  ITT. 

N.  Pr  Perkins. 


AMENDMENTS  OF  CONSTITUTIONS. 

of  R.W.  Br.  Henry  Chickering,  Art.  VTt.  of 
iie  Constitutions  was  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers 
Ym.  S.  Gardner  and  Wm.  D.  Coolidge,  to  con- 
>ort  at  the  next  Communication  of  the  Grand 
nendments  to  the  same  which  they  may  consider 

m.  D.  Spooner,  Master  of  Eoswell  Lee  Lodge, 
llowing  vote,  which  was  referred  to  W.  Brother 
B.  W.  Brothers  Wm.  S.  Gardner  and  Wm. 
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Voted,  That  the  Grand  Secretary,  in  his  notifications  to  the 
subordinate  lodges  of  any  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  shall 
include  in  such  notifications  a  copy  of  any  and  all  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the 
question  of  the  adoption  of  which  is  to  be  voted  upon  at  said 
meeting. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
closed  in  Ample  Form  at  four  o'clock. 


ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION, 
Deo.  18,  A.L.  6866. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts  was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  No.  10 
Summer  Street,  on  Wednesday,  December  13,  A.L.  5866, 
at  two  o'clock,  p.m. 

Present. 

M.W.  Chablbs  C.  Dams   Grand  Master. 

R.W.  William  Sutton   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  Wyzbman  Mabshall   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  John  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  Chablbs  W.  Moobb   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Chablbs  L.  Woodbubt   Cor.  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  William  R.  Alobb.  )  ,  _«    ,  . 

W.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmu*.  ) Gnmd  Ch»PbuM- 

W.  William  D.  Stbatton   Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Samuel  P.  Oliveb   Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Fbedebick  J.  Fobs   Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Edwabd  Steabns,  j 

W.  Abthub  Cheney,         >   Grand  Stewards. 

W.  H.  H.  F.  Whittemobe,  ) 

W.  J.  Edwabd  Evebett,  )  ^      _  _ 

W.  Charles  Hetwood,  J Gr»nd  Pur.mvanto. 

W.  E.  Dana  Bancboft,  \ 

W.  L.  H.  Gamwell,      i  Grand  Lecturers. 

W.  Ivobt  H.  Pope,  ) 

Br.  John  B.  Rhodes  Grand  Organist 

Br.  Ebbn  F.  Gat  Grand  Tyler. 
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District  Defutt  Graxd  Masters. 

.  Fox   District  No.  1 

A.  Pikrson  •   .   .   .   .  District  No.  2. 

A.  Bishop  •  «   District  No,  3. 

X  S K  i  n  si  n   District  No.  4. 

x   District  No.  5. 

jrditt  .   ,   District  No.  6. 

Baylies   District  Nu.  7. 

S*  Popr   District  No.  8. 

taicxisRixo  District  No.  9. 

7.  Crafts   District  No,  10. 

•ardorn     ............  District  No.  IK 

A.  Thompson   District  No.  12. 

Permanent  Memhku*. 

T.  Kobixsox   Past  Grand  Master. 

Rex.  Geo  roe  M.  Randall    .  „  „ 

t  Lewis,  M.D.     .   ♦   .   ,   .  N        „  „ 

:  D.  Coolidok   |j       n  „ 

Parkmax 

t  A.  Dam  8   Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.  Traitc  i        m  a 

X  P.  WlLOER  Pi  fl  tr 

u  L.  Wales,  M.D  Past  Grand  Warden. 

u.pis..,  M.D  p       rt  M 

!  North  , 

W.  Baku   - 

:  8.  Gardner  .,.♦.«      „       „  M 

IWB  *    .    <    &    j    •    •    .    .    *      „        n  M 

K.  HUTCHINSON                             n        M  IP 

Sheffari>                              i,       p!  n 

Wright   „ 

Rob  bins    .......      „  M 

'.  Jones  „  if 

if  Dean  «..,*...             „  ,i 

HORXTOR   „  „  „ 

1  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form.  Prayer  by 
rrand  Chaplain, 

>rd  of  the  last  Quarterly  Communication  was 
>ruved. 

i\  Grand  Master  announced  that  R.\Y\  Br. 
k  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Con* 
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necticut,  was  present  in  the  antechamber,  and  appointed 
a  Committee,  by  whom  he  was  introduced  into  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  received  with  due  honors  ;  and,  at  a  later  period 
in  the  afternoon  the  R.W.  Brothers  Josiah  H.  Drummond 
and  Abner  B.  Thompson,  Past  Grand  Masters  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Maine,  were  also  received  in  a  similar  manner. 

W.  Br.  William  F.  Salmon  was  received  and  acknowledged 
as  a  proxy  for  Ancient  Landmark  Lodge,  Shanghae,  China; 
and  Br.  Edwin  W.  Clark  for  St.  Alban's  Lodge,  Foxboro'. 

R.W.  Brothers  William  S.  Gardner,  Winslow  Lewis,  and 
William  D.  Coolidge  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Charters. 

R.W.  Br.  William  S.  Gardner  offered  the  following  report 
on  places  of  the  Grand  Officers,  which  was  adopted :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Dec.  18, 1866. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  fixing  and 
determining  the  places  of  Officers  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  respectfully 

report — 

That  in  general  the  stations  of  Grand  Officers  are  well  defined, 
anil  their  proper  places  fixed  by  universal  custom.  In  this  Grand 
Lodge  the  stations  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Chap- 
Inins  have  not  been  always  the  same,  and  the  changes  which  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time,  have  not  always  been  satisfactory 
to  the  distinguished  brethren  respectively  holding  those  offices. 

It  is  well  known  that  within  the  memory  of  many-  of  those 
pre  sent,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  had  his  seat  upon  the  right  of 
the  Grand  Master,  and  the  Grand  Chaplains  upon  the  left.  When 
our  R.W.  Br.  John  T.  Heard  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Grand 
Master  and  installed  his  Grand  Officers,  he  placed  the  Deputy 
t ;  rand  Master  upon  his  left,  and  his  immediate  predecessor,  the 
Junior  Past  Grand  Master,  upon  his  right.  This  distinguished 
and  learned  brother  had  carefully  studied  the  best  authorities,  as 
to  the  ancient  masonic  custom  of  Grand  Lodges  in  regard  to  the 
stations  of  these  Grand  Officers,  and  had  come  to  the  firm  con- 
viction that  the  proper  station  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  was 
upon  the  left  of  the  Grand  Master. 
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ititutions  of  1721,  by  the  12th  Section  of  General 
use  this  language  :  "  The  Grand  Lodge  consists  of, 
i  by  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  all  the  regular  par- 
58  upon  record,  with  the  Grand  Master  at  their  head, 
ity  on  his  left-hand,  and  the  Grand  Wardens  in  their 
i.w 

titutions  published  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  known 
of  the  "  Harris  Constitutions,"  copies  this  Section  in 
juage. 

that  this  was  his  proper  and  customary  station  in  the 
of  this  Grand  Lodge.  For  many  years  it  was  also 
appoint  a  large  number  of  Grand  Chaplains  ;  from 

Id  appear  that  no  fixed  place  in  Grand  Lodge  could 

o  them  all. 

on  of  the  Grand  Chaplain  has  not  been  uniformly  in 
the  American  Grand  Lodges.    In  Pennsylvania,  one 

and  most  conservative  of  the  Grand  Lodges,  and 
cient  forms,  ceremonies,  and  customs  have  been  pre- 
veneration,  the  station  of  the  Grand  Chaplain  is  im- 
front  of  the  Grand  Master,  upon  a  raised  dais  a  step 

him. 

pery  great  propriety  in  the  official  arrangement  of  the 
as  prescribed  by  Past  Grand  Master  Heard,  with 
pon  the  left,  and  the  Junior  Past  Grand  Master  upon 
he  presiding  officer  then  has  his  immediate  predecessor 
horn  to  advise  and  consult  in  all  matters  relating  to 
s  of  his  duties.  In  addition  to  this,  the  arrangement 
system.  The  Grand  Master  sits  in  the  East ;  upon 
the  permanent  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  com- 
Past  Grand  and  Deputy  Grand  Masters  and  Past 
ens,  to  sustain  him  by  their  council ;  and  upon  the  left 
ii ty  Grand  and  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  from 
he  jurisdiction,  to  aid,  assist,  and  support  him. 
imittee  have  considered  it  to  be  fairly  a  part  of  their 
■t  upon  what  they  consider  to  be  the  proper  official 
ition  of  each  Grand  Officer,  and  they  submit  the  fol- 
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The  M.W.  Grand  Master, 

In  the  East,  at  the  head  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  R.W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
In  the  East,  next  to  and  left  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Master. 

The  R.W.  Senior  Grand  Warden, 
In  the  West. 

The  R.W.  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
In  the  South. 

The  R.W.  Past  Grand  Masters, 
In  th.  Etist,  at  t/ie  right  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Master,  and  the  Junior  Past  Grasi 
Master  next  to  the  Grand  Master. 

The  R.W.  Past  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 
In  the  East,  at  the  right  of  the  Past  Grand  Masters. 

The  R.W.  Past  Grand  Wardens, 
In  the  East,  at  the  right  of  the  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master*. 

The  R.W.  Grand  Treasurer, 
On  the  right,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Master. 

The  R.W.  Recording  Grand  Secretary, 
On  the  left,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Master. 

The  R.W.  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary, 
On  the  left,  next  to  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

The  R.W.  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 
In  the  East,  on  the  left  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

The  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplains, 
In  thf  E<ist,  the  Senior  upon  a  raised  dais  in  front  of  the  Grand  Master  and  be- 
tmmm  him  and  the  Past  Junior  Grand  Master;  and  the  Junior  upon  a  raised  dais 
ujkm  the  left  of  the  Grand  Master  and  between  him  and  the  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
i  • ; .  both  being  upon  a  lower  grade  than  that  of  the  Grand  Master  and  that  of  & 
Officers  upon  his  right  and  left. 

The  W.  Grand  Marshal, 
Upon  the  left  of  the  Grand  Master,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Secretary. 

The  W.  Senior  Grand  Deacon, 
Upon  the  right  of  the  Grand  Master,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

The  W.  Junior  Grand  Deacon, 
In  the  West,  at  the  right  of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
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The  W.  Grand  Stewards, 

m  the  right ,  and  two  upon  the  left  of  the  Junior  Grand  War- 
oon  each  side,  one  Steward  in  front  of  the  other. 

The  W.  Grand  Sword -Bearer, 
At  the  left  of  the  Grand  Marshal. 

fris  W.  Grand  Standard -Bearer, 
At  the  left  of  the  Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

The  W.  Grand  Pursuivants, 

itrance  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  whose  duty  it  is  "  to  receive 
he  Grand  Tyler,  to  announce  the  name  and  masonic  rank  of  all 
on,  and  to  see  thai  none  enter  without  wearing  their  appropri- 

Thb  W.  Grand  Lecturers, 

I  on  the  right  of  the  Senior  Grand  Deacon,  and  the  third  in  the 
at  the  left  of  the  It  \V.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Br.  Grand  Organist, 
At  the  Organ. 

Br.  Grand  Tyler, 
Outside  of  the  entrance  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

out  of  place  for  your  Committee  to  remark,  that, 
i¥  years,  it  was  customary  for  the  W.  Masters 
/>dges  to  have  seats  assigned  them  in  the  North 
odge  nearest  to  the  East ;  for  the  Br.  Wardens 
seated  in  the  South  nearest  to  the  East ;  thus  pre- 
usion  as  to  the  rank  and  official  character  of  the 
her  this  regulation  was  by  vote  of  the  Grand 
er  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Master,  your  Committee 
etermine.  If  this  regulation  is  not  now  in  force, 
recommend  its  immediate  adoption. 
>ort  is  presented  a  sketch  or  plan  showing  the 
d  Officers  and  Members  in  Grand  Lodge,  in  ac- 
e  recommendations  herein  contained. 
«pectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
Lucius  R.  Paige. 
James  A.  Fox. 

5 
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R.W.  Br.  Henry  Checkering  offered  the  following  report 
on  Regalia,  which  was  adopted. 

BOSTON,  Dec.  iat  less. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Wardens,  and  Brethren  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  at  the  last  quarterly  communication 
was  referred  the  subject  of  dress  or  regalia,  in  connection  with 
Article  VII.  of  Part  III.  of  the  Constitutions,  have  given  consid- 
eration to  the  subject,  and  respectfully  report  — 

That  they  find  the  provisions  of  the  Constitutions  with  regnrd 
to  the  regalia  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Officers  specific  and  imperative, 
prescribing  in  detail  the  style  of  each  article  of  regalia  worn  bj 
its  officers.  (See  Part  III.,  Art.  VII.)  These  provisions  of  ttie 
Constitutions,  in  relation  to  regalia,  we  understand  have  been 
copied  almost  entire  from  those  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Euglaml, 
and  are  among  those  ancient  customs  which  have  come  down  to 
us,  perhaps  we  might  say,  almost  as  landmarks  of  the  Order, 

We  find,  however,  that  the  regalia  at  present  worn  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  Officers,  does  not  conform  to  these  requirement!  of 
the  Constitutions  which  provide  that  "The  collars  of  the  Crawl 
Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  Senior  and  Junior  Grnwl 
Wardens  shall  be  chains  of  gold,  or  metal  gilt ;"  and  that  "Hi 
collars  of  the  other  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  purple, 
four  inches  broad,  with  narrow  edging  of  gold  lace,  and  orna- 
mented in  the  centre  with  a  pomegranate  embroidered  in  gold/* 

Instead  of  this,  however,  the  collars  at  present  worn  by  all  ihc 
officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  appointed,  as  well  as  ejected  (if  wo 
except  the  District  Deputies),  are  chains  of  metal  gilt.  It  ia  also 
true  that  the  aprons  worn  do  not  conform  to  the  style  laid  jowl 
in  this  article  of  the  Constitutions,  and  also  that  the  gauntlet* 
therein  provided  for  have  been  omitted.  These  changes  air  ,  how- 
ever, of  comparatively  recent  date,  and  we  are  told  were  adtipd 
as  a  sort  of  temporary  necessity.  At  the  time  of  the  fire  ic  IStfJ, 
which  destroyed  the  Winthrop-House  property,  with  the  Mn^wif 
Apartments,  the  regalia  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  also  burned. 
Collars  and  other  articles,  in  compliance  with  the  Constitution! 
provisions,  could  only  be  obtained  abroad,  and  the  rate  of  v\- 
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;b,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  them  so  great, 
i  adoption  (perhaps  as  a  sort  of  necessary  war 
heap  chain  collars  and  other  articles  now  in  use. 
lis  should  have  been  done  even  temporarily,  as 
tder  it  an  unsafe  precedent,  and  think  it  must 
ithout  sufficiently  considering  its  effect, 
rrand  Lodge  should  set  an  example  of  obedience 
Constitutions,  if  she  expects  obedience  to  them 
i  should  be  a  pattern  of  good  order  and  regular- 
by  a  due  regard  to  the  laws  in  her  own  conduct 
ect  obedience  to  them  in  others.  In  fact,  we 
some  of  the  subordinate  Lodges,  taking  license 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  have  discarded  the  collar, 
•e  ribbon  to  suspend  the  jewel ;  and  that  others 
:hain  collars  of  white  metal  for  those  prescribed 

QS. 

,  a  strict  conformity  to  the  written  law.  We 
end, — 

Don  as  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  will  admit 
and  other  regalia  of  the  officers  of  the  Grand 
>  conform  to  the  present  provisions  of  the  Con- 

ipplying  any  deficiency  that  may  exist,  the  arti- 
d  be  made  in  conformity  to  the  requirements  of 

the  duty  of  the  Grand  Master  and  his  Deputies 
ibordinate  Lodges  comply  with  the  requirements 
>ns  as  to  the  style  of  regalia,  and  that  hereafter 
ion  of,  or  change  in  the  style  of  collar  provided 
k1. 

tie,  for  obvious  reasons,  it  may  be  proper  — as 
e  custom  —  to  substitute  white  linen,  cambric, 
iterial  for  the  lambskin  to  be  worn  in  the  Lodge- 
iblic  occasions  the  white  leather  apron,  in  con- 
style  provided  for  in  the  Constitutions,  should 
h  Lodge  should  see  that  each  member  thereof  is 
>h  an  apron. 

•eafter  each  Lodge,  at  the  time  of  initiation, 
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present  the  candidate  with  an  apron  of  the  style  prescribed  by 
the  <  <  institutions,  to  be  kept  by  him  for  use  on  public  occasions. 

Your  Committee  desire  also  to  call  attention  to  the  growing 
custom,  of  persons  appearing  in  Grand  Lodge  without  proper 
clothing  and  insignia  of  office.  Section  3  of  the  Article  of  the 
Constitutions,  we  have  under  consideration,  is  quite  strict  about 
this  ;  but  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  customary  for  members 
to  disregard  it,  and  rely  upon  a  vote,  which  we  think  has  been 
too  readily  granted,  for  leave  to  sit  and  act  without  them.  We 
recommend  a  more  strict  conformity  to  the  requirements  of  this 
seel  ion. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Henrt  Chickering. 
William  S.  Gardner. 
W.  D.  Coolidge. 

The  Grand  Secretary  announced  that  he  had  upon  his  desk 
petitions,  with  the  accompanying  documents  for  Charters  for 
the  following  Lodges,  namely,  Hyde  Park,  Dorchester; 
Bong  Philip,  Fall  River;  Alfred  Baylies,  Taunton;  and 
Adams,  Well  fleet ;  all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Charters,  who  subsequently  offered  the  following 
reports,  which  were  adopted,  to  wit :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Dec.  13, 1866. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  certain 
brethren  for  a  Charter  to  form  and  open  a  Lodge  in  that  part  of 
the  to wd  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  called  Hyde  Park,  by  the  name 
of  Hyde  Park  Lodge,  respectfully  report  — 

That  they  have  examined,  with  much  interest,  the  proceedings 
of  the  brethren  while  under  dispensation,  and  the  By-Laws  pre- 
sented for  approval. 

The  records  are  models  of  neatness,  and  have  been  kept  with 
great  care  and  correctness.  The  By-Laws  are  brief,  and  your 
Committee  have  had  occasion  to  amend  them  only  in  one  or  two 
instances.  The  By-Laws  make  it  obligatory  upon  the  W.  Mas- 
ter to  call  special  meetings  "  on  the  written  application  of  seven 
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This  provision  has  been  stricken  out,  as  it  interferes 
[elusive  powers  of  the  W.  Master.  It  is  his  duty,  upon 
idgment,  to  call  special  meetings,  and  the  brethren  of 
have  no  right  or  power  to  limit  his  prerogative  in  this 

Jommittee  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  as 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
Winslow  Lewis. 
W.  D.  Coolidge. 

Iw  Grand  Lodgb,  Dec.  13,  1866. 

immittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  certain 
praying  for  a  Charter  empowering  them  to  form  and 
Ige  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  by  the  name  of 'King  Philip 
pectfully  report  — 

ley  have  examined  the  proceedings  of  the  brethren 
er  Dispensation,  and  the  By-Laws  presented  for  ap- 

;ords  have  been  carefully  kept,  and  their  neat  appear- 
ts  much  credit  upon  the  Secretary. 
-Laws  are  very  full,  and  your  Committee  find  but  little 
trich  is  contrary  to  the  Constitutions  and  usages  of  the 
ere  appears  to  be  an  increasing  disposition  to  take  from 
rs  of  Lodges  some  of  their  ancient  prerogatives  and 
Such  is  the  provision  of  these  By-Laws,  that  certain 
all  be  appointed  by  "  the  Master,  with  the  advice  and 
the  Wardens." 

r.  Master  is  the  supreme  governor  of  his  Lodge.  He 
governs  it  according  to  his  will  and  pleasure.  He 
nable  to  his  Lodge,  but  to  the  Grand  Master  and  the 
ige.  There  is  no  appeal  to  the  Lodge  from  his  decis- 
e  Lodge  in  its  By-Laws  may  retain  the  right  to  elect  all 
s,  but  it  must  be  done  by  a  general  election,  in  which  all 
ers  take  part.  But  the  appointing  power  cannot  be 
tween  the  W.  Master  and  any  one  or  two  of  his  officers. 
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lie  must  he  unrestrained  and  untrammelled  in  all  his  appointments. 
His  pmvt-r  cannot  be  curtailed.  He  must  be  independent  and  not 
controlled.  This  principle  is  as  old  as  Masonry  itself,  so  far  as 
we  know  nuy  thing  of  its  history,  by  tradition  or  written  records. 
It  la  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  see  that  his  power  and 
authority  in  his  Lodge  are  not  restrained,  and  that  his  ancient 
prerogatives  remain  unabridged.  Your  Committee  have  therefore 
stricken  out  of  the  By-Laws  presented  so  much  as  limits  the 
appointing  power  of  the  Master. 

lu  the  article  relating  to  election  of  members  is  a  provision 
that  t lie  brother  "  must  receive,  by  ballot,  a  two-third  vote  of  the 
mem h c  rs  present." 

No  brother  should  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  membership 
without,  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge. 
Any  other  rule  might  tend  to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
brethren.  One-third  of  the  members  of  this  Lodge  might  vote 
itgiiinst  an  applicant  for  membership,  and  still  he  could  be  admit- 
ted to  the  rights,  privileges,  and  communion  of  the  Lodge.  He 
might  be  personally  obnoxious  to  those  who  voted  against  him, 
ami  tin  n  ult  of  his  admission  would  probably  lead  to  the  with- 
drawal of  one-third  of  the  members.  It  is  therefore  determined 
by  masonic  authority,  that  to  preserve  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  Losk'is  no  one  can  be  admitted  a  member  thereof  without  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  brethren. 

Your  Committee  have  amended  the  By-Laws  presented  accord- 
ingly. They  therefore  recommend  that  the  Charter  prayed  for  be 
granted. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
Winslow  Lewis. 
W.  D.  Goolidge. 
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ALFRED   BATHES  LODGE. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Dec.  13,  A.L.  5866. 

>mmittec  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  certain 
►raying  for  a  Charter  authorizing  them  to  form  and  hold 
tv  the  Dame  of  Alfred  Baylies  Lodge  at  Taunton,  Mass., 

ly  report  — 

hey  have  examined  the  proceedings  of  said  brethren 
eir  year  of  probation  under  Dispensation,  and  also  the 
presented  for  approval. 

y-Laws  show  in  many  respects  a  great  lack  of  masonic 
e,  and  a  misapprehension  of  the  object  of  a  masonic 
By  Section  3  of  Article  VI.,  it  is  provided  that  the 
'  unanimous  consent  of  its  members,  may  dispense  with 
sion  that  a  candidate's  application  must  lie  over  one 
fore  a  ballot  can  be  taken.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
hut  this  dispensing  power  exists  alone  in  the  Grand 
id  his  Deputies,  and  that  a  Lodge  has  no  right,  even 
nous  vote,  to  dispense  with  any  of  the  requirements 
and  Constitutions. 

ext  article  makes  provision  for  the  postponement  of  a 
a  candidate  to  a  subsequent  meeting,  if,  at  the  bal- 
one  negative  should  appear. 

settled  beyond  dispute,  that  a  ballot  once  commenced 
concluded  so  as  to  result  in  the  acceptance  or  rejec- 
he  candidate  without  the  introduction  of  any  other 
The  candidate  being  rejected,  his  application  has  been 
n  and  cannot  be  revived.  If  it  is  desirable  to  ballot 
andidate  again,  it  must  be  done  upon  a  new  petition, 
ist  be  presented  and  take  its  regular  course,  in  the 
incr  as  if  the  candidate  was  for  the  first  time  before 
a. 

e  same  general  character  is  an  article  in  the  fol- 

□guagc : — 

1  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  minute  down  the  number  of 
resent  at  each  balloting,  either  for  a  member  or /or  a  candidate  for 
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initiation,  or  at  the  passing  of  any  law;  and  any  determination  thus  had 
ehall  not  afterward  be  altered,  except  when  an  equal  number  of  member* 
arc  |»Ti>i  ;ii  und  a  month's  notice  previous  to  the  question  being  called  for  9 

a  second  time." 

It  waa  probably  intended  by  this  section  to  provide  for  the 
recon  si  tie  rat  ion  of  a  question  which  has  been  acted  upon  by  the 
L  «]  _*<-.  Hut  this  should  be  done  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Lodge  a  tier  the  business  has  been  transacted,  and  upon  notice 
given  that  a  reconsideration  would  then  be  moved.  Questions 
of  importance  cannot  be  kept  open  in  an  undecided  and  uncertain 
state.  The  interests  of  the  Lodge  require  that  there  should  at 
some  time  be  an  end  to  business,  and  that  the  brethren  may 
know  thai  there  is  a  final  disposition  of  it.  This  only  applies 
to  matters  of  business.  To  permit  questions,  as  to  the  accept- 
ance or  rejection  of  candidates,  to  hang  upon  such  loose  and 
uncertain  conditions  cannot  be  tolerated. 

Another  section  has  this  provision :  — 

*  Should  any  brother  have  been  known  to  speak  or  act  disrespectfully 
of  MuMiurv  in  general,  or  of  this  Lodge  in  particular,  he  shall  not  be  admitted 
therein!  either  as  a  member  or  visitor,  until"  &c. 

Any  member  has  a  right  to  object  to  a  visiting  brother's  sit- 
ting in  the  Lodge,  upon  the  general  principle  that  a  visitor  cannot 
unseat  a  member.  A  member  of  a  Lodge  has  peculiar  privileges 
and  rights,  which  are  vested  in  him  by  virtue  of  his  member- 
ship. Among  them  is  the  right  to  sit  in  his  Lodge  and  enjoy  the 
society  of  his  brethren  in  open  Lodge. 

Of  thia  right  no  member  can  be  deprived  capriciously  or 
upon  hearsay  testimony.  If  he  has  done  any  thing  to  deprive 
him  of  the  rights  of  membership,  he  must  be  charged  therewith 
formally,  and  be  tried  therefor  by  his  Lodge ;  and  upon  solemn 
judgment  against  him,  he  can  be  excluded  from  the  Lodge.  If 
during  the  session  of  the  Lodge  a  member  behaves  in  such  a 
maimer  as  to  endanger  its  peace  and  harmony,  the  W.  Master 
can  exclude  him.  And  undoubtedly  if  he  should  present  himself 
at  the  door  in  such  bodily  condition,  or  with  such  threatening, 
violent,  or  disrespectful  language,  that  the  Master  might  fairly 
apprehend  his  admission  would  disturb  the  Lodge,  then  he  un- 
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is  the  right  to  deny  him  admission,  and  it  would  be 
the  brethren  to  have  him  forthwith  brought  to  trial, 
poken,  or  acts  done,  he  is  entitled  to  a  fair  trial  be- 
lts and  privileges  of  membership  can  be  forfeited, 
re  other  sections  relating  to  the  appointment  of  com- 
tvestigate  "  any  private  quarrel  or  animosity  arising 
o  brothers,  and  if  possible  to  reconcile  them,"  and 
that  if  either  shall  continue  to  harbor  unkind  feelings 
tier  shall  have  made  due  and  proper  concessions,  he 
it  with  as  a  majority  of  the  Lodge  thinks  proper." 
that  brotherly  love  is  one  of  the  tenets  of  our  pro- 
we  endeavor  to  teach  it  by  precept  and  example, 
ge  is  no  inquisitorial  court,  to  sit  and  decide  upon  the 
ind  feelings  of  its  members  towards  each  other.  The 
t  of  friendly,  brotherly  advice  to  those  members  who 
nee  with  each  other,  is  certainly  to  be  encouraged, 
produces  the  most  happy  results.  But  this  cannot 
lone  by  a  committee,  and  little  good  could  be  ex- 
le  committee  went  with  the  olive-branch  in  one  hand, 
other  the  terrors  and  punishments  which  this  sec- 
s  for,  to  one  whose  nature  and  sympathies  are  such 
lot  easily  yield.  Besides,  the  Lodge  is  to  judge  and 
ipon  the  condition  and  state  of  his  feelings,  and 
for  what  they  may  decide  he  harbors  in  the  inmost 
his  heart,  that  secret  and  sacred  place  into  which 
can  look,  and  concerning  which  He  alone  can  judge, 
isily  conceived  that  even  umong  Masons,  one  brother 
illy  believe  that  he  is  in  nowise  at  fault  if  he  does 
(kind  feelings"  towards  his  brother.  Let  his  con- 
;e  him,  and  not  his  fellow  men. 
;  section  of  these  By-Laws  is  couched  in  the  fol- 
uage : — 

>er  or  visiting  brother  shall  be  admitted  into  this  Lodge,  if  he 
degree  intoxicated,  or  who  is  in  the  common  practice  of  using 
rink  as  a  beverage,  or  who  is  engaged  in  any  illegal  traffic  (if 
owledge),  or  who  does  not  sustain  a  good  moral  character." 

>mmittee  have  already  remarked  upon  the  rights 
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and  privileges  of  members,  and  upon  the  way  and  manner  in 
which  a  brother  can  be  deprived  of  his  membership. 

The  whole  subject-matter  of  this  section  is  opposed  to  the 
spirit  of  Masonry.  Temperance  is  one  of  the  cardinal  prin- 
ciples of  oar  institution,  —  temperance  in  eating,  temperance  in 
drinking,  and  temperance  in  the  indulgence  of  all  the  human  pas- 
sions. Masonry  sets  up  no  standard  of  capacity  by  which  every 
brother  is  to  be  measured.  What  is  temperance  in  one,  may 
be  intemperance  in  another.  It  is  said  that  this  cardinal  vir- 
tue, Temperance,  was  formerly  represented  by  a  virgin  seated 
upon  the  back  of  a  bridled  lion,  and  holding  in  her  hand*  the 
reins  ;  —  a  fit  and  appropriate  emblem  of  this  leading  virtue, 
tmd  from  which  much  useful  instruction  may  be  gathered.  It 
is  worthy  of  consideration,  that  not  many  years  since,  the  ^  prac- 
tice of  uniug  intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage"  in  our  Lodges 
was  not  only  u  common,"  but  universal ;  —  a  practice  which  was 
"common"  and  general  in  all  classes  of  the  community.  The 
times  have  changed,  and  we  have  changed  with  them. 

A  reference  in  this  section  to  a  subject  which  in  this  State 
has  a  political  bearing  deserves  reprehension.  The  old  Constitu- 
tions lift;  this  strong  language:  "No  private  picques  or  quar- 
rels must  be  brought  within  the  doors  of  the  Lodge,  far  less  any 
quarrels  about  religion,  or  nations,  or  state  policy;"  aud  iu 
a  later  edition,  "As  political  affairs  have  occasioned  discord 
amongst  the  nearest  relations  and  most  intimate  friends,  Masons 
are  enjoined  never  to  speak  of  or  discuss  them  in  the  Lodge/1 
The  same  reasoning  should  exclude  from  the  by-laws  any  refer- 
ence to  political  matters.  The  petitioners  should  remember  that, 
tli ere  is  a  world-wide  difference  between  the  moral  reform  so- 
cieties existing  in  the  community,  and  a  Masonic  Lodge.  Ma- 
sonry is  universal,  and  from  its  elevated  position  looks  down 
upon  the  moral,  political,  and  religious  dissensions  which  embroil 
mankind  and  embitter  their  lives.  She  does  not  engage  in 
them.  She  closes  her  doors  so  securely  that  even  the  noise 
and  tumult  of  these  contests  cannot  be  heard  within  the  tyled 
seclusion  of  her  Lodges.  Every  community,  every  state,  every 
nationality  has  its  peculiar  political  differences.  What  is  or- 
thodox in  one,  is  very  likely  to  be  heterodox  in  another.  Wbftt 
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I  here  s  may  be  free  from  crime,  and  even  meritorious 
nds.    Masonry,  therefore,  stands  aloof  from  all  these 

and  attends  exclusively  to  her  sacred  calling.  Breth- 
j  of  the  Lodge  can  labor  to  reform  society,  and  may 
i  rules  and  regulations  as  they  may  deem  proper ; 
an  not  be  carried  into  the  Lodge.  If  a  member  lives 
la t ion  of  the  laws,  or  if  his  moral  character  is  so  bad 
int  it,  he  can  be  legally  tried,  and,  if  guilty,  Masonry 
■d  a  punishment.  This  is  applicable  to  all  offences  for 
*  amenable  to  the  institution.  There  is  no  reason  why 
s  should  specify  the  violation  of  any  particular  law. 

are  broad  enough  to  cover  all.     It  is  the  duty  of 

Lodge  to  enforce  these  ancient  and  wise  provisions 
institutions,  and  the  brethren,  who  are  taking  upon 
the  arduous  task  of  establishing  a  new  Lodge,  should 
s  true  ted  upon  these  necessary  regulations.  Your  Com* 
e  stricken  from  the  by-laws  this  section, 
jords  of  the  Lodge  appear  to  be  fairly  kept.  In  re- 
rtaiu  transactions,  there  is  an  absence  of  technical 
sually  used  by  the  craft.  If  a  Charter  is  granted,  it 
l  duty  of  the  R.W.  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  to 

this  Lodge  may  be  assigned,  to  give  them  instructions 
roper  manner  of  keeping  the  records.  The  Lodge  has 
lerable  work,  and  appears  to  be  in  a  flourishing  con* 

□mmittee  would  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted, 
or  ;  and  that  the  By-Laws,  as  amended,  be  approved. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 

Winslow  Lewis. 

William  D.  Coolidoe. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Dec.  13, 1866. 

mmittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  certain 
•aying  for  a  Charter  to  be  constituted  into  a  regular 
fellfleetj  Mass.,  by  the  name  of  Adams  Lodge,  respect- 
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That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  By-Laws  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  brethren  while  under  Dispensation. 

The  By-Laws  presented  for  approval  are  models  of  brevity. 
Your  Committee  regret  to  observe  the  same  attempt  to  limit  the 
powers  of  the  W.  Master,  which  they  have  noticed  in  other  re- 
ports made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  this  day.  Section  2  pro- 
vides that  certain  officers  4t  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Master,  and 
confirmed  by  the  Lodge  at  the  annual  meeting." 

The  W.  Master  has  the  sole  exclusive  power  of  appointing  to 
otlirr,  and  his  selection  cannot  be  affected  by  any  act  of  his 
Lodge.  When  appointed  by  him,  the  officers  need  only  to  be  in- 
b  tailed  to  make  them  fully  authorized  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of 
their  respective  stations.  The  W.  Master  cannot  be  curtailed  in 
his  ancient  and  constitutional  power  by  any  such  by-law.  It  is 
true,  that  under  the  democratic  system  which  pervades  the  pecu- 
liar political  system  under  which  we  live  in  the  United  States, 
that  the  monarchical  power  of  the  W.  Master  of  a  Lodge  is  looked 
upon  by  those  unacquainted  with  our  masonic  institution,  as 
rigorous  and  unjust.  But  it  is  one  of  the  great  landmarks  of 
Mjisoury,  which  we  are  firmly  bound  to  sustain;  and  such  a 
marked  departure  should  not  be  countenanced. 

Section  5  makes  provision  for  the  filling  of  vacancies  "  at  the 
first  regular  meeting  after  they  occur,  by  ballot  or  appointment, 
as  they  were  originally  filled." 

When  an  officer  is  installed,  he  must  retain  his  station  until  his 
successor  is  installed.  A  vacancy  can  only  occur  by  death,  or  by 
the  act  of  the  Grand  Master  or  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  can  only 
be  filled  by  Dispensation.  If  a  vacancy  is  occasioned  by  death, 
the  W,  Master  has  the  right,  temporarily,  to  appoint  a  brother  to 
perform  the  deceased's  duties  in  the  Lodge.  But  such  brother 
succeeds  to  none  of  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  deceased  officer. 
An  election  can  be  held  to  fill  the  vacancy  only  by  dispensation 
from  the  Grand  Master.  The  Lodge  itself  has  no  control  over 
it,  and  cannot  hold  an  election,  save  by  virtue  of  such  Dispensa- 
tion. 

Section  12  is  as  follows :  "  In  the  transaction  of  business,  and  in  the  discus- 
sion upon  the  same,  this  Lodge  shall  be  governed  by  the  ordinary  usage  of 
Parliamentary  bodies." 
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loes  not  recognize  any  such  usage.  Parliamentary 
10  wn  in  our  Lodges,  except  so  far  as  our  own  rules 
A*h  of  our  masonic  business  correspond  with  Parlia- 
.  The  W.  Master,  as  the  head  and  governor  of  the 
bound  by  any  such  usage  as  this  section  contem- 
an  stop  debate  when  he  considers  it  proper,  and 
»e  at  his  will  and  pleasure.  He  cannot  be  circum- 
power  by  any  such  regulation.  Our  Lodges  need 
gulate  their  discussions,  for  they  are  not  debating, 
societies ;  they  are  Masonic  Lodges,  and  are  un- 
assemblies  which  the  ingenuity  of  man  has  devised, 
therefore,  adopt  the  rules  and  usages  of  any  other 
iety,  or  organization  for  their  government.  In  fact, 
Bed  no  reform  in  this  particular ;  and  the  fewer  of 
•  which  are  necessary  in  order  to  govern  debate  in 
—  we  introduce  into  our  institution,  the  purer  our 
e. 

edings  of  this  Lodge  are  fairly  kept,  and  show  that 
s  have  labored  zealously  during  their  year  of  Dis- 
four  committee  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted 
,  and  that  the  By-Laws,  as  amended  by  your  Corn- 
proved. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
Winslow  Lewis. 
W.  D.  Coolidge. 

ting  Committee  submitted  their  Annual  Report, 
dopted. 

THE  ELECTION. 

fixed  by  the  Constitutions  for  the  election  of 
Bra  having  arrived,  the  Grand  Master  ordered  a 
e  voters,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  whole 
otes  which  might  be  legally  cast  was  three  hun- 
rty-four.    The  Grand  Master  then  resigned  his 

immediate  predecessor,  R.W.  Brother  William 
ho  appointed  R.W.  Brothers  William  D.  Cool* 
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idge,  Solon  Thornton,  Brothers  Little,  Davis,  and  Jordan  a 
Committee  to  collect  the  votes.  This  Committee  subse- 
quently reported  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  c*ast  for 
Grand  Master  was  three  hundred  and  ten,  —  three  hundred 
of  whir-h  were  for  the  M.W.  Brother  Charles  C*  Dame,  and 
he  was  accordingly  introduced,  and  resumed  the  chair.  The 
elections  then  proceeded  with  the  following  results,  and  with 
almost  entire  unanimity  :  — 

R.W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver,  of  Boston  .   .   .   Senior  Grand  Wnrden. 
K,Wt  Hknby  Mulliken,  of  Boston     .    .    .    Junior  Grand  Warden. 
Rr\V,  John  McClellan,  of  Boston     .    .   .   Grand  Treasurer. 
R.W.  Chables  W.  Moore,  of  Boston    .   .   Recording  Grand  Secretary* 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

R.\Y.  Wisslow  Lewis,  William  Sutton,  Benjamin  Dean,  Solon 
Thornton,  Richard  Brioos. 

A  petition  for  Charity,  in  behalf  of  a  descendant  of  Henry 
Price,  First  Grand  Master  of  America,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Charity. 

W.  and  Rev.  Br.  William  E.  Alger  submitted  a  motion  for 
an  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  family  of  the  late  Mr*  M.  G. 
Wheel  ock,  which  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors . 

R.W«  Br.  William  S.  Gardner  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Dec.  IS,  1866 • 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  vote  that  44  The 
Grand  Secretary,  in  his  notification  to  subordinate  Lodges  of  any 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  shall  include  a  copy  of  any  and  all 
proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitutions,  the  question  of  the 
adoption  of  which  is  to  be  voted  upon  at  said  meeting,  respect- 
fully report  — 

That  the  proposed  vote  was  introduced  into  Grand  Lodge  by 
W*  Br*  Samuel  B.  Spooner,  Master  of  Roswell  Lee  Lodge, 
Springfield,  at  the  last  Quarterly  Communication,  and  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  of  which  W.  Br.  Spooner  wad  Chairman. 
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mini  cation,  the  chairman  has  ceased  to  be  a  mem- 
Lad  Lodge,  his  office  of  Master  having  expired, 
has  not  been  called  together  by  the  Chairman,  but 
d  the  majority  thereof  to  report  upon  the  subject. 
y  accordingly  submit  the  following  vote,  and  rec- 
eption. 

the  Grand  Secretary  insert  in  his  notifications  for 
Grand  Lodge,  the  Part,  Article,  and  Section  of 

meudment  to  the  Grand  Constitutions,  which  may 
deliberation  at  such  meetings. 

jectMly  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
W.  D.  Coolidge. 

Tenry  Chickering  offered  the  following  reports, 
lopted  ;  and  the  expulsion  of  Nathaniel  Hayes, 
Lodge  of  South  Boston,  was  confirmed. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Boston,  Dec.  13,  1866. 

Upful  Grand  Master,  Wardens,  and  Members  of  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

littee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proceedings  of  St. 
>f  South  Boston,  in  relation  to  the  expulsion  of 
es  from  Masonry,  respectfully  report  — 
ave  examined  the  same,  and  although  they  find  the 
s  fully  reported  than  they  should  be,  yet  from  the 
oto  our  possession,  and  the  evidence  of  the  Master 
ley  are  satisfied  the  proceedings  were  regular ;  and 
d  that  the  action  of  the  Lodge,  expelling  Nathaniel 
&soory,  be  confirmed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  Chickering. 

Henry  C.  Skinner. 

George  H.  Feirson. 
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In  Grand  Lodge,  Boston,  Dec.  13, 1K6- 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Wardens,  and  Members  of  the.  Most  TtV- 
shipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proceeding  of 
Ancient  Landmark  Lodge,  Shanghae,  China,  in  the  case  of  Br. 
William  Clark  Walden,  charged  with  unmasonic  conduct^  respect- 
fully report  — 

That  they  have  examined  the  ponderous  documents  committed 
to  them,  and  find  the  action  of  the  Lodge  resulted  only  in  expul- 
sion from  membership  in  the  said  Lodge,  with  which  action  this 
Grand  Body  has  nothing  to  do. 

They,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  case  be  dismissed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  Ciiickeriko. 
Henry  C,  Skjxkeb. 
George  H*  Peiksox, 

The  Committees  on  Charity  submitted  the  following  re- 
ports, which  were  adopted. 

Bosroy,  Dec.  12,  1866. 

To  the  Mast  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Commonwealth  of  MassachimU*. 

The  Committee  on  Charity  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report :  — 

We  have  received  from  the  Grand  Treasurer,  as  per  vote  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  during  the  past  year,  the  sum  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  all  of  which  we  have  distributed  to  two  hundred 
and  four  worthy  applicants,  in  accor^tnee  witfi  our  best  judg- 
ment. 

Samuel  H.  Gregory. 
William  Reed. 
Eben  F,  Gay. 
L.  L.  Tarbell. 

special  charity  report. 

The  undersigned,  special  Committee  on  Charity  of  Grand 
Lodge,  respectfully  report  — 
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on  hand  at  their  last  Annual  Report  $286.94 

ing  has  since  been  added  by  rote  of 
e ;  and  that  they  have  disbursed  in 

ag  the  past  year,  the  sum  of  231.60 

earing  a  balance  in  their  hands  of   $6.44 

C.  W.  Moors,  for  Committee. 

m  of  R.W.  Br.  William  Parkman,  $500  were 
e  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Committee 
i  and  on  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  John  McClellan, 
ppropriated  to  the  Special  Committee  on  Charity 
ion . 

,  \\  in  slow  Lewis  submitted  the  following  report 
try,  which  was  adopted :  — 

In  Grand  Lodos,  Dec.  18,  1866. 

mtttce  on  the  Library,  report  — 
rery  few  additions  in  number  have  been  made  during 
t  of  those  few  procured  by  purchase,  are  some  of  pe- 
and  interest  to  the  Masonic  Bibliophile,  especially 
ri'  ••  of  the  Ancient  Constitutions  from  the  princep$ 
iderson  of  1722  to  1784. 
nulation  of  pamphlets,  &c,  is  large, 
rer  of  the  donors  is  very  limited.    It  should  not  be 
ibtedly  there  is  scarcely  a  member  of  the  Order  who 
sess  some  work  on  the  subject,  perhaps  of  no  espe- 
a  brochure  or  pamphlet,  but  added  to  an  organized 
some  considerable  importance.    Will  the  brethren 
id  to  the  suggestion? 

Respectfully, 

Winslow  Lewis. 

age  of  the  procedings,  the  M.W.  Grand  Master 
hat  he  had  been  commissioned  by  Ancient  Land- 
i  at  Shanghae,  in  China,  a  Lodge  under  this  juris- 
resent  to  W.  Br.  Charles  E.  Hill,  the  first  Mas- 
7 
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ter  and  founder  of  said  Lodge,  a  Past  Master's  jewel,  with  a 
■  'liar  and  apron  appropriate  to  such  an  officer,  Br.  Hill 
was  accordingly  introduced,  and  addressed  by  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter ifl  follows : — 

W.  Br.  Charles  E.  Hill, — It  gives  me  great  satisfaction 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  deputed,  as  Grand  Master  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  to  present  to  you  certain  tokens  of  the  esteem  in 
which  you  are  held  by  the  brethren  of  Ancient  Landmark:  Lodge 
ofShanghae,  China;  a  lodge  chartered  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  Grand  Lodge. 

In  the  performance  of  our  duty  to  aid  in  extending-  the  bless- 
ings and  benefits  of  Freemasonry  among  the  worthy  of  all  nations, 
and  to  secure  them  to  those  of  the  craft  who  have  pitched  their 
ten  IB  m  distant  lands,  where  the  rite  we  profess  has  not  yet  re- 
ecivud  the  local  organization  requisite  for  self-government,  this 
Grand  Lodge,  on  due  petition,  granted,  during  the  oHiciul  mreer 
of  my  predecessor,  first,  a  dispensation,  and  then  a  charter,  to 
certain  American  brethren  of  the  craft,  resident  at  Shanghai?,  in 
the  Empire  of  China,  authorizing  them  to  form  the  Ancient  Land- 
mark Lodge,  with  full  powers  to  practise  the  usages  and  insti- 
tutions of  Ancient  York  Masonry,  under  the  protection,  and 
according  to  the  Constitutions  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

You,  worshipful  brother,  had  the  honor  to  be  their  first  Master ; 
and,  nursed  by  your  care,  fortified  by  your  bright  example  in 
masonic  virtues,  trained  by  your  consummate  knowledge  of  the 
mysteries  of  the  craft,  and  guided  by  your  prudence  and  wisdom, 
the  Ancient  Landmark  Lodge  has  attained  high  excellence  in 
Freemasonry,  and  enjoyed  a  prosperity  which  has  given  fame  to 
them  and  to  yourself. 

"I  Ins  Grand  Lodge  looks  with  no  small  degree  of  pride  to  the 
success  of  the  first  American  Lodge  in  the  great  region  of  Asia, 
lying  east  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Coming  from  the  AVo*r, 
you  have  planted  the  banners  of  light  and  truth  in  that  Oriental 
aud  flowery  empire,  where,  under  God's  grace,  they  shall  be  a 
landmark  in  all  future  time. 

The  brethren  of  Ancient  Landmark  Lodge  feel  more  indebted 
to  you,  my  brother,  than  they  can  well  express  in  language. 
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r  directions,  this  jewel  and  this  regalia  have  been 
y  cunning  artists,  and  graven  with  inscriptions  of  their 

This  Fast  Master's  jewel,  made  of  Oriental  gold,  in 
ude  of  those  worn  by  our  Past  Masters,  and  blazing 
mds  which  might  adorn  the  tiara  of  a  king,  they  pre- 
,  as  the  insignium  of  your  rank.  This  collar  and  thin 
ilia  of  your  degree,  furnished  in  the  best  style  of  deco- 
tnown  to  the  workers  in  embroidery  of  modern  days, 
resent,  and  entreat  you  to  wear  on  all  fitting  occasions 
ikes,  that  you  may  feel  that  they  are  with  you  in  spirit, 
you  in  the  bonds  of  masonic  friendship  and  gratitude. 

my  congratulations,  my  brother,  on  the  splendor  of 
L  Let  your  future  aspirations  for  a  f>erfect  knowledge 
rreat  truths  of  Masonry  pervade  your  soul,  as  the  raya 
rvade  this  diamond ;  and  so  continue  in  your  masonic 
t  your  actions  shall  always,  like  this  pure  gold,  embel- 
lasonic  life,  and  testify  in  the  end,  before  the  Supreme 
»f  the  universe,  for  your  exceeding  great  reward. 

conclusion  of  this  address,  W.  Br.  Hill  acknowl- 
appropriate  terms,  the  handsome  compliment  %ue 
id  gracefully  bestowed  on  him.  He  briefly  referred 
f  connection  with  the  Lodge  in  China,  and  the  inter-  * 

taken,  and  should  always  feel,  in  its  prosperity, 
feelingly  of  the  kind  consideration  in  which  he  had 

held  by  the  brethren  composing  it,  and  of  the 
gret  with  which  he  parted  from  them.  He  also 
ie  M.W.  Grand  Master  for  the  fraternal  manner  in 
rich  and  beautiful  present  had  been  conveyed  to  him, 
ided  with  the  assurance  that  the  occasion  would  be 
up  in  his  heart  as  one  of  the  most  pleasing  and 
icidents  of  his  life. 

vel  was  of  fine  gold,  and  richly  studded  with  dia- 
rhe  collar  and  apron  were  of  heavy  silk,  richly  and 
t  wrought  with  silver  lace,  and  bordered  with  deep 
he  same  material.    Taken  together,  it  was  probably 
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the  richest  and  most  expensive  regalia  of  the  kind  ever  manu- 
factured in  this  country. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  ceremony  the  Grand  Lodge  waa 
closed  in  Ample  Form,  with  prayer  by  the  Senior  Grand  Chap- 
lain ,  until  nine  o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  when  it  again 
assembled  for  the  exemplification  of  the  work  by  the  Grand 
Lecturers,  and  continued  in  session  during  the  entire  day.  It 
was  estimated  that  there  were  at  least  seven  hundred  brethren 
present,  including  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  Lodges  from 
all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  Six  hundred  and  forty 
(tinrd  together  in  the  masonic  rooms. 

But  one  expression  was  heard  respecting  the  work,  and  that 
was  of  unqualified  praise  of  the  excellent  manner  in  which 
the  Grand  Lecturers  had  discharged  their  arduous  and  re- 
sponsible duties  during  the  day. 

At  half-past  five  o'clock  the  Grand  Lodge  was  closed,  and 
the  brethren  retired. 
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STATED  COMMUNICATION, 
Dbc.  27,  AX.  6866. 

ommcxicatton  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
jsetts  was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  No.  10 
?t,  Boston,  on  Thursday,  Dec.  27,  A.L.  5866, 
at  ion  of  its  Officers,  and  the  Celebration  of  the 
;.  John  the  Evangelist.  * 

Promt. 

Park  man  as   Grand  Master. 

Sutton     t   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Marshall   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

lkllan   Grand  Treasurer. 

rV\  Moore   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

Wood  bust   Cor.  Grand  Secretary. 

H  R,  Alger,  i  _      _        .  . 

>  u  vi  r  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

 Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

~Z    \  Grand  Stewards. 

.NET,  J 

rwooD  Grand  Pursuirant. 

croft,  i   Grand  Lecturers. 

fb,  f 

i   Grand  Organist 

r  .........   .  Grand  Tyler. 

District  Dhputt  Grajtd  Masters. 

Fox   District  No.  1. 

.  Pierson   District  No.  2 

,  Bishop   District  No.  8. 

Skinner   District  No.  4. 

K,  Gat   District  No.  6. 

ditt   District  No.  6. 

Crafts   .  District  No.  10. 

i  born   DistrictNo.il. 

mfson    .   District  No.  12. 
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•  PERMANENT  MEMBERS. 

R.W.  William  Parkman  Past  Gawd  Ma§< 

R.W,  G.  W*  Warren  Past  Deputy  Gn 

R.W*  William  W.  Baker  Past  Grand  War 

R,W.  William  S.  Gardner  ,  „ 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Due  Form  at 
six  o'clock >  with  Prayer  by  the  Senior  Grand  ChapL 

The  R.W.  Grand  Master  presiding,  announced  6 
of  the  meeting  to  be  the  Installation  of  the  Officers 
[uiinK'd  \l. W.  Brothers  Gardner,  Warren,  Salmon,  ] 
and  Walker  a  Committee  to  introduce  the  M.W.  ( 
C.  Dame,  Grand  Master  elect,  for  installation ;  an 
accordingly  introduced,  installed,  and  saluted  in 
Ancient  Form.  The  Grand  Master  then  proceeded 
the  elected  Officers,  and  announced  the  appointment1 
ensuing  year  as  follows  :  — 

U.W,  Newell  A.  Thompson,  Boston  .  .  .  Depnty  Grand  Ad 
R.W.  Charles  L.  Woodburt,  Boston  .  .  Cor.  Grand  Secw 
W.  Huv.  William  R.  Alger,  Boston, )  _     _        t  . 

W.  Iter.  Jon»  W.  DAwnm.  Boston,  \  '    "    Grand  Cha^ 
W.  William  D.  Stratton,  Melrose  .    .    -    Grand  Marshal. 
W.  Timothy  Ingraham,  New  Bedford  .    .   Grand  Sword-Bei 
W,  Cli:mi:st  A.  Walker,  Sooth  Boston    *   Senior  Grand  De 

W,  Fkkdlrick  J.  Foss,  Maiden  Junior  Grand  Be 

W.  Edward  Stearns,  Boston, 

W.  H.  I L  F+ Whittemore,  M.D.,  Marblehend,  1 

W.  Henry  P.  Perkins,  Lowell,  I  Cnmd  St*™*" 

W.  Arthur  Cheney,  Boston, 

Wi  Nicholas  Johnson,  Newburyport .   ,    .    Grand  Standard- 

W*  J,  Edward  Everett,  South  Dedham ,  )     _     _  _ 

ltr    ,  „  ~    ,  i     Grand  Pursuivai 

W.  Charles  Hetwood,  Gardner,  } 

W.  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  South  Groton,  \ 

W.  L.  H.  Gam  well,  Pittsfield,            >     -  Grand  Lecturer* 

W.  Ivory  H.  Pope,  Boston,  ) 

Br.  Jo u>-  B.  Rhodes,  Boston  ......  Grand  Organist. 

Br.  C.  C.  Wbntworth,  Boston  .   .    .    *    .  Grand  Chorister. 

Br.  Ebbn  F.  Gat,  Boston   Grand  Tyler. 
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District  Drputt  Graxd  Masters. 


l.  Fox,  Boston   District  No.  1. 

earborr,  Melrose   District  No.  2. 

Brigham,  Auburndale   District  No.  8. 

Endicott,  Cambridgeport   District  No.  4. 

H.  Pierson,  Salem   District  No.  5. 

A.  Bishop,  Lawrence   District  No.  6. 

i  Kimball,  Lowell   District  No.  7. 

t  F.  Coskey,  Amherst   District  No.  8. 

Whickering,  Pittsfield   District  No.  9. 

V.  Crafts,  Northampton   District  No.  10. 

urditt,  Clinton   District  No.  11. 

D.  Skinner,  Milford   District  No.  12, 

n  R.  Gat,  Stoughton   District  No.  18. 

H.  Taber,  Fairhaven   District  No.  14. 

S.  Pope,  Hjannis   District  No.  16* 

c  knell,  Weymouth   District  No.  16. 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 
Lewis,  Charles.  W.  Moore,  William  S.  Gardner. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CHARITY. 
(ell,  Charles  W.  Moore,  Marlborough  Williams, 
E.  M.  P.  Wells. 

r.  Grand  Master  having  installed  his  Deputy, 
proceeded  to  install  the  remainder  of  the  ap- 
;ers ;  after  which  the  Grand  Marshal  made  the 
nation. 

d  Master  then  delivered  his  — 

ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

of  the  Grand  Lodge,  —  In  the  original  Charter, 
don,"  as  it  was  then  called,  granted  by  Lord  Monta- 
ftf aster  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  in  1733, 
te  E.W.  Henry  Price  to  open  and  hold  a  Provin- 
jodge  for  New  England,  it  being  the  first  establish- 
ed on  the  American  Continent,  I  find  the  following 
d  lastly,  we  will  and  require  that  our  said  Provincial 
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Grand  Master  of  New  England,  do  annually  cause  the  brethren 
to  keep  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  and  dine  to- 
gether on  that  day,  or  (in  case  any  accident  should  happen  to 
pre  win  their  dining  together  on  that  day)  on  any  other  da;  near 

that  lime," 

T  find  also  in  the  first  Book  of  Masonic  Constitutions  ever 
printed,  and  which  was  originally  published  by  authority  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  1722,  the  following  regulation,  it 
being  the  twenty-second  of  the  well-known  "  Thirty-nine  Articles  " 
adopted  in  1720,  to  wit:  "The  brethren  of  all  the  Lodges  in 
and  about  London  and  Westminster,  shall  meet  at  an  Annual 
Communication  and  Feast,  in  some  convenient  place,  on  St. 
Julia  Baptist' a  day,  or  else  on  St.  John  Evangelist's  day,  as  the 
Grand  Lodge  shall  think  fit  by  a  new  regulation,  having  of 
Lite  years  met  on  St.  John  Baptist's  day."  The  record  also 
shows  that  the  Grand  Lodge  frequently,  subsequent  to  this,  as- 
sembled and  held  the  "  Grand  Feast  V  on  both  the  St.  Johns*  day$y 
in  the  same  year ;  and  if  we  turn  over  the  pages  of  the  previous 
history  of  the  Order  in  England,  we  shall  find  that  this  custom 
of  assembling  on  one  or  the  other  of  these  days,  to  celebrate  the 
Feast,  is  of  much  older  date  than  that  of  the  origin  of  our 
venerable  mother  Grand  Lodge;  and  indeed,  that  the  circum- 
stance, that  the  custom  of  holding  the  "Annual  Feast"  on  bt- 
John'a  day  had  fallen  into  abeyance,  was  one  of  the  primary 
causes  which  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
London,  in  1717. 

X  am  not  able  to  say  at  what  precise  time,  or  under* what 
circumstances,  the  custom  of  holding  these  annual  St  John  Feasts 
originated  ;  but  we  learn  from  the  history  of  the  Order  in  Eng- 
land, that  on  St.  John's  day,  Dec.  27,  1561,  ihe  Grand  Lodize 
iieing  .-sembled  at  the  old  city  of  York,  Qneen  Fiitfthtith, 
**  jealous  of  all  secret  assemblies,"  "  sent  an  armed  force "  to 
break  np  the  meeting.  The  meeting,  however,  was  not  broken 
up,  nor  was  its  business  otherwise  interfered  with  than  by  the 
initiation  of  the  officers  of  the  44  armed  force"  referred  to  I  The 
Grand  Lodge  continued  thereafter  to  hold  its  Auuual  Assemblies 
and  Feasts  on  St.  John's  day,  without  interruption,  and  we  find 
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years  afterwards,  namely,  1663,  in  session  on  St. 
tgelist's  day,  under  the  Grand  Mastership  of  the 
bans,  when  the  following  among  other  regulations 
4  That  for  the  future  the  said  Fraternity  of  Free- 
\  regulated  and  governed  by  one  Grand  Master, 
ardens  as  the  said  society  shall  think  fit  to  appoint 
d  General  Assembly." 

aces,  that,  for  more  than  three  centuries  at  least 
f  recent  period,  it  was  the  practice  of  our  English 
1  their  Annual  Assembly  and  Feast,  on  one  or  the 
t.  Johns9  days,  in  honor  of  the  virtues  and  ex- 
5ters  of  these  two  eminent  patrons  of  our  Order, 
multiplied  ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  do  so.  My 
iplished  when  I  have  demonstrated  the  antiquity 
,  and  indicated  our  own  obligations  to  follow  it, 
>sed  on  the  fathers  of  our  beloved  Grand  Lodge 
that  gave  them  existence,  and  which  their  suc- 
fidelity  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation,  have 
•ved  and  performed  to  the  present  time.  And 
re  now  and  here  assembled,  in  the  light  of  the 
le  this  good  old  landmark  of  our  fathers,  and  by 
to  make  manifest  the  love  and  veneration  in 
their  memories  and  their  examples. 

UXrVERSALITT  OF  MASONRY. 

at  our  institution  is  a  Universal  Fraternity ;  and 
ly  true,  and  perhaps  never  more  so  than  at  the 
It  is  as  wide-spread  as  the  area  of  human  sym- 
ver  civilization  has  extended,  there  is  the  banner 
en  waving  in  the  breeze.  In  the  farthest  India ; 
Empire  of  China ;  in  Japan ;  at  the  Sandwich 
ong  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  from  Cape  Horn 
\  northern  boundary  of  the  United  States ;  and 
interior,  where,  but  a  few  years  since  the  voice 
was  in  reality  a  voice  in  the  wilderness ;  along 
le  Nile,  and  even  on  the  shores  of  the  Barbary 
rth  again,  to  the  borders  of  the  Arctic  Ocean,  is 
8 


68 


heard  the  sound  of  the  gavel  calling  the  craftsmen  to  labor. 
And  (here  is  scarcely  a  State  in  Western  or  Central  Europe, 
where  our  brethren  are  not  to-day  assembling  in  their  Lodge 
Rooms,  and  practising  those  mystic  rites,  and  inculcating  those 
great  moral  and  beneficent  truths,  which,  through  a  long  sums* 
sion  of  ages,  have  given  stability  to  our  institution,  and  com- 
manded for  it  the  respect  and  admiration  of  the  wise  and  good 
of  all  nations  and  tongues. 

Turning  to  our  own  country,  we  fiml  the  land  dotted  all  orer 
witli  Masonic  Lodges.  In  the  whole  of  the  thirty-sis;  States,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  two  or  more  of  the  Territories, 
Grand  Lodges  have  been  established,  with  thriving  Lodges 
under  their  respective  jurisdictions;  and  in  several  of  the  re- 
main iug  Territories,  including  New  Mexico,  subordinate  Lodges 
have  also  been  erected. 

THE  ORDER  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  our  own  State  the  Order  never  before  occupied  so  high  a 
ground,  and  was  never  in  a  more  sound  and  healthy  condition. 
With  one  hundred  and  sixty  Lodges  under  its  jurisdiction,  and 
au  enrolled  membership  of  more  than  sixteen  thousand  breth- 
ren, carefully  selected  from  the  best  classes  of  the  community, 
this  Grand  Lodge  may  justly  feel  proud  of  its  position,  and  con- 
fidence in  its  strength. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unceasing  activity,  and  has 
devolved  upon  your  Grand  Master  and  his  officers  labors  and 
duties  of  unequalled  responsibility,  the  nature  of  which  may  be 
partially,  and  but  partially,  inferred  from  the  details  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  lay  before  you. 

Jan.  4.— Dedicated  a  New  Masonic  Hall  at  Cambridgeport,  aad  installed 
tike  officers  of  Amicable  Lodge. 

Jan.  8. — Installed  the  officers  of  Mount  Lebanon  Lodge  at  Boston. 

■Tan.  12.  —  Constituted  Saggahew  Lodge  at  Haverhill,  mud  in& tailed  its 
officers. 

Jan.  12.  —  Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  John  H  Eddy  and  thirty  two 
others  to  form  a  new  Lodge  at  Taunton,  to  be  called  Atfrei  Baylies  Lodge, 

Jan.  16.  —  Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  Jam  *  ¥.  Froihingtuun  and  thirty* 
four  others  to  form  a  new  Lodge  at  Fall  Hirer*  to  be  called  King  Philip  Lodge. 
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n? tailed  the  officers  of  Essex  Lodge  at  Salem. 

Constituted  Mount  Hollis  Lodge  at  Holliston,  and  installed  its 

e<l k  ated  their  new  hall. 

rnii ted  &  Dispensation  to  Br.  E.  P.  Davis  and  twenty  others  to 
dge  at  Hyde  Park,  to  be  called  Hyde  Park  Lodge, 
stalled  the  officers  of  Mount  Hermon  Lodge  at  Medford. 
Fhe  Masonic  Hall  at  Melrose  having  been  destroyed  by  fire, 
i  granted  to  Wyoming  Lodge  to  hold  their  meetings  in  the 
it  Maiden,  until  other  convenient  arrangements  could  be  made. 
Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  John  Thomas  Lansing,  the 
sut,  and  nineteen  others,  to  form  a  new  Lodge  at  Arica  in  the 
em,  in  South  America ;  and  appointed  Br.  Richard  Hartley 
W.  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  that  region. 

-  Installed  the  officers  of  St  John's  Lodge  at  Newburyport. 

-  Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  Salmon  W.  Squire  and  seven 
&  new  Lodge  at  Franklin,  to  be  called  Excelsior  Lodge. 
Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  William  F.  Salmon  and  twenty- 
form  a  new  Lodge  at  Lowell,  to  be  called  Kilwinning  Lodge. 
Indicated;  a  new  Masonic  Hall  at  Randolph. 

Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  George  Frost  and  thirty-four 
a  new  Lodge  at  Jamaica  Plain,  to  be  called  Eliot  Lodge. 
Dedieated  a  new  Masonic  Hall  at  South  Boston. 
Visited  Konohassett  Lodge,  U.D.,  at  Cohasset 
Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  George  Forbes  and  twenty-one 
a  new  J  odge  at  Westboro',  to  be  called  Siloam  Lodge. 
Dedicated  a  new  Masonic  JHall  at  Framingham,  after  which  a 
was  delivered  in  the  church  by  Rev.  Br.  Greenwood. 
Dedicated  a  new  Masonic  Hall  at  North  Adams.   In  connec- 
Dccaeion  there  was  great  interest  manifested  by  members  of  the 
isiderable  distance,  and  a  public  procession  escorted  the  Grand 
lurch,  where  Rev.  Br.  Dadmun,  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand 
ei  I  an  address  to  a  large  and  interested  audience. 
Laid  the  corner-stone  of  a  new  Masonic  Building  at  Melrose, 
ceremonies.   Although  the  day  was  oppressively  hot,  the  pub- 
*as  large,  and  the  occasion  one  of  great  interest 
Constituted  Konohassett  Lodge  at  Cohasset,  and  installed  its 
ledicated  their  new  hall. 

instituted  Lafayette  Lodge  at  Roxbury,  and  installed  its  offi- 

lonstituted  Athelstane  Lodge  at  Worcester,  and  installed  its 

Ions  titu  ted  Acacia  Lodge  at  Gloucester,  and  installed  its  offi- 

G  ran  ted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  John  Peirce  and  nineteen  others 
Lodge  at  Edgartown,  to  be  called  Oriental  Lodge. 
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July  24.  —  Dedicated  a  Masonic  Hall  at  Mansfield,  and  installed  the  offi- 
cers of  St,  .Tames  Lodge. 

Sept.  2\.  —  Constituted  James  Otis  Lodge  at  Barnstable,  and  instilled  its 
officers. 

Sept.  25.  —  Dedicated  a  new  Masonic  Hall  at  Taunton. 
Oct.  1 .  —  Visited  St  John's  Lodge  at  Boston. 

Oct.  4,  —  Constituted  Adelphi  Lodge  at  8oath  Boston,  and  installed  its 
officer*. 

Oct,  9.—  Constituted  Charles  W.  Moore  Lodge  at  Fituhbarg,  aad  in- 
stalled it*  officers. 

■  let.  1 1  —  Installed  the  officers  of  Warren  Lodge  at  Ame*bury* 

Oct  19.  —  Constituted  Artisan  Lodge  at  Winchendon,  and  installed  its 

officers. 

Oct.  24.  —Installed  the  officers  of  Henry  Price  Lodge  at  Charles  town. 

Oct.  26.  —  Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  Herman  HaU  and  eleven  others 
to  fonn  a  iii'w  Lodge  at  Saugus,  to  be  called  William  Sutton  Lodge. 

Nov.  13.—  Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  William  D.  Kites  and  eighteen 
ot hers  to  form  a  new  Lodge  at  Huntington,  to  be  called  Huntington  Lodge. 

Not.  27 .  —  Visited  Joseph  Warren  Lodge  at  Boston. 

Dec.  IB,  — Constituted  King  Philip  Lodge  at  Fall  River,  and  installed  its 
officers. 

Dec.  20. — Visited  the  Lodge  of  Eleusis  at  Boston,  and  installed  it*  offi- 
cers. 

Dec.  21.  — Constituted  Hyde  Park  Lodge  at  Hyde  Park,  and  in  •tailed  its 

officers. 

-m 

Id  discharging  these  duties,  I  have,  in  most  eases,  been  assisted 
by  the  regular  Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  so  far  as  their  assist- 
ance was  necessary  in  the  ceremonies  to  be  performed. 

The  great  interest  which  is  felt  by  officers  of  Lodges  through- 
out our  jurisdiction,  in  the  proper  discharge  of  their  various 
duties,  and  the  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  the  fraternity  at 
large  to  remove  doubts,  and  establish  in  their  mi  us  Is  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  our  Order,  have  been  manifested  during  the  past  year 
by  a  very  extensive  correspondence  ;  and  I  have  found  it  difficult* 
in  many  cases,  on  account  of  the  important  interests  of  the  Cor- 
poration, which  have  required  daily  attention,  in  addition  to  my 
othvT  duties,  to  give  as  early  answers  to  the  brcilir-u  n>  1  rh-hvtl  , 
but  all  has  been  done  in  this  respect  that  reasonable  hours  and 
labor  would  allow. 
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THE  NEW  MASONIC  TEMPLE. 

in  the  New  Masonic  Temple  was  recommenced 
ring,  and  has  been  continued  with  all  the  energy 
■  that  time.  I  have  spent  a  considerable  portion  of 
day  upon  the  premises  and  in  matters  relating  to 
of  the  building.  It  is  now  rapidly  approaching  its 
in. I  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  ready  to  be  dedicated 
>f  June  next.  It  is  not  surpassed  in  beauty  by  any 
this  country,  and  while  it  attracts  the  attention 
be  admiration  of  all  who  pass  it,  the  members  of  our 
especial  pleasure  in  its  peculiar  features,  and  look 
i  much  interest  to  its  completion,  and  with  satisfaction 
is  near  at  hand  when  the  Grand  Lodge  can  enter 
session  and  enjoyment  of  their  own  apartments, 
igiually  contemplated  to  use  the  first  and  second 
isiness  purposes ;  but  it  appeared  to  be  the  general 
fraternity  that  the  apartments  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
higher  than  the  second  story ;  arrangements  have 
jn  made,  that  all  above  the  first  story  may  be  ap- 
i  masonic  purposes,  and  if  it  should  not  be  so  re- 
rtion  may  be  assigned  to  other  uses.  The  lower  part 
ding  has  already  been  leased,  and  the  Masonic 
A'  Boston  will  occupy  the  upper  portions, 
from  recent  sales  of  real  estate  in  the  immediate 
land  upon  which  we  are  building  has  more  than 
lue  since  the  commencement  of  the  work ;  and  when 
is  completed  the  whole  estate  will  be  one  of  the  most 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  the  income  which  will  be 
i  it  will  be  such  as  to  make  the  investment  a  very  de- 
For  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  a  business  operation. 

LIQUIDATION  OP  THE  DEBT. 

liquidation  of  the  debt  that  will  be  incurred  in  the 
the  Temple,  I  would  suggest  that  a  sinking  fund 
created,  to  be  applied  to  that  purpose.  This  fund 
ve  the  surplus  income  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  its 
id  other  sources,  after  paying  the  interest  on  its  debt 
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and  meeting  its  current  expenses.  In  addition  to  this,  I  would 
t i' commend  that  each  initiate,  hereafter,  be  required  to  par 
directly  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  through  the  treasurer  of  the  Lodge 
m  here  he  is  initiated,  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  to  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  this  debt,  or  added  to  the  sinking  fund  for  that 
purpose.  By  this  arrangement  the  Grand  Lodge  would,  in  a 
few  years,  have  their  entire  property  free  from  all  incumbrance, 
aud  the  subordinate  Lodges  would  be  relieved  of  a  large  portion 
eft  heir  annual  dues  to  the  Grand  Body.  Abut  1  dam  means  wo  uld 
also  thereafter  be  realized  to  enable  us  to  dispense  our  charities 
with  a  liberal  hand. 

GRAND  ORIENT  OF  LU8ITANIA . 

I  have  recently  received  from  the  Count  of  Paraty,  Grand 
^ raster  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Lusitania,  in  Portugal,  a  friendly 
communication,  proposing  "  the  establishment  of  fraternal  re- 
lations "  between  that  Grand  Body  and  our  own.  Believing 
tliat  the  reciprocity  of  such  relations  would^  be  of  advantage  to 
l  oth  parties,  and  productive  of  good  to  the  Order  in  general,  I, 
mi  the  first  of  December,  returned  a  favorable  answer,  accepting 
the  proposals  thus  fraternally  tendered.  Before  laying  the  cor- 
respondence before  you,  I  take  occasion  to  say,  that  for  more  than 
half  a  century  past,  our  Order,  both  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  as 
in  some  other  Catholic  countries,  has  had  many  adverse  circum- 
stances to  contend  with,  and  that  its  existence  has  been  preca- 
rious and  its  progress  slow.  I  itm.  happy  to  believe,  however* 
that  the  ultra-religious  prejudices  of  these  countries  are  gradually 
giving  way  before  the  reign  of  a  more  liberal  spirit,  and  that  the 
prospects  of  the  future  are  more  hopeful  and  encouraging.  Per- 
haps one  of  the  strongest  assurances  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fjict  that  Italy  has  not  only  been  masonically  redeemed,  but  that 
id  the  city  of  Rome  itself,  the  seat  of  the  Papal  power,  one  or 
more  Lodges  are  now  held  within  the  shadow  of  the  Vatican, 
and  that  the  music  of  the  mystic  gavel  is  ringing  in  the  cars  of 
the  "  Head  of  the  Church  !  " 

The  correspondence  is  as  follows :  — 
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LORT  OF  THE  SUPREME  ARCHITECT  OF  THE  UNIVERSE. 

KtabU  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Boston,  State  of 
r,  sent  ly  the  Grand  MasUr  of  the  Grand  Orient  Lusitania. 

SALUT,  FRATERNITE,  AND  UNITE. 

rious  Fki  jie,  —  The  Grand  Orient  Lusitania,  of  Portugal, 
cUteoce  legitimately  to  its  historical  precedents,  to  the  regu- 
,  and  to  its  invariable  exercise  of  the  fundamental  masonic 
the  sphere  of  the  landmarks  of  the  Order,  finds  itself  at 
d  and  bound  in  active  and  intimate  relations  with  the  Grand 
ct  Brazil,  Saxony,  Italy,  Buenos  Ayres,  Ireland,  Uraguay, 
iburg,  Low  Countries,  Darmstadt,  and  New  Grenada, 
ricnt  Lusitania  does  not  think  the  apogee  of  Masonry  will 
til  all  the  family  of  the  Universe  shall  recognize  all  its 
btain  this  it  is  necessary  that  fraternal  relations  shall  be 
the  legitimate  masonic  powers. 

tion,  the  Lusitanian  Grand  Orient  does  not  hesitate  in  its 
ig  the  Grand  Orient  of  Boston,  and  doing  entire  justice  to 
iti me nt s  which  animate  them,  proposes  to  them  the  estab- 
n&L  relations,  formed  upon  the  basis  of  a  perfect  reciprocity, 
in  Grand  Orient  feels  happy  in  the  hope  that  the  Grand 
in  acceding  to  this  request,  will  frankly  accept  the  evidence 
md  jus  due  which  this  Grand  Lodge  offers  to  it. 
k'  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  to  keep  under  his 
and  Orient  of  Boston. 

nbinet  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  4th  December,  1865. 

THE  GRAND  MASTER, 
igned,  The  Count  of  Parity,  88°.  [seal.] 

REPLY, 

1'  TO  MM   8TPBEMS  ARCHITECT  OF  THE  UNIVERSE. 

Respectable  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient  Lusitania, 

m  ;.-!  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Ancient,  Free,  and  Accepted 
i^ons  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

rniocB  Brother, — The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 
practice  and  observance  of  the  precepts  of  Ancient  York  Ma- 
;  historical  precedents  are  known  to  its  masonic  brethren, 
:i  emotion  the  expressions  of  the  good-will  and  esteem  of 
Lt  Lusitania,  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  accepts 
I  on  the  has  is  offered  by  the  Grand  Orient  Lusitania,  a  power 
uvrtvjn  in  that  circle  of  masonic  brotherhood,  whose  enlight- 
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ened  sentiment!  of  justice,  fraternity,  and  nnion,  aw  implied  bj  a  profound 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  principles  of  Freemasonry. 

The  Gran  J  Master  of  Massachusetts  has  received  the  evidence  of  the 
friendship  ami  esteem  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient  IrUsilamm, 
and  desires  to  assure  the  Grand  Master  Lusttania,  that  he  reciprocate*  the 
same  sentiments  with  all  frankness  and  consideration  ;  and  he  congratulate* 
the  Grand  Orient  Lusitania  and  its  illustrious  officers,  on  their  saooess  in 
extending  the  influence  of  the  sublime  principles  of  virtue,  and  in  promot- 
ing the  stability  and  consideration  of  the  institution*  of  Freemasonry  within 
their  jurisdiction. 

We  pray  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  to  have  you  always  in 
his  holy  keeping.  , 

Done  at  the  Grand  Orient  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  Decem- 
ber 1,  1866. 

THE  GRAND  MASTER, 
Signed;  Charuei  C.  Dam*,  33°.  [iiil] 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

I  also  received,  some  time  since,  a  communication  signed  by 
three  brethren,  styling  themselves  respectively,  Grand  Master, 
Grand  Registrar,  and  Grand  Secretary  of  thu  Grand  Lodge  of 
Nova  Scotia,  in  which  the  writers  say,  that  14  The  Freemasons 
of  Nova  Scotia,  to  the  number  of  ten  Lodges,  having  united  in 
the  establishment  of  a  Grand  Lodge  at  Nova  Scotia,  in  order 
to  iusure  the  rights  and  privileges  which  the  growing  interest* 
of  the  craft  imperatively  demand,  and  having  duly  and  iv-u- 
larly  installed  their  officers  according  to  ancient  usage,  now 
respectfully  and  earnestly  request  from  your  august  Body  thai 
recognition  so  essential  to  our  future  prosperity/' 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  here  to  say,  that  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  constitute,  masonically  speak- 
ing, a  joint  proprietary  over  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  as 
also  over  all  the  other  Provinces  and  dependencies  of  the 
British  Crown  (with  one  exception  recently  conceded) *  with 
an  exclusive  right  to  control  and  govern  the  Lodges  within 
their  respective  jurisdictions ;  and  any  interference  by  a  foreign 
body  with  this  right  would  be  as  irregular  and  unlawful  as 
would  be  the  interference  of  either  of  the  Grand  Lodges  above 
named  with  the  government  of  the  masonic  jurisdictions  of  the 
United  States.    The  ten  Lodges,  which  now  constitute  the  newly 
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rod  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia,"  derived  their  existence 
id  Lodge  of  Scotland,  a  body  with  which  this  Grand 
arly  a  century  and  a  half,  has  been  on  terms  of 
tions.  These  Lodges  owe  allegiance  to  that  Grand 
which  they  have  not  been  released ;  nor  can  they, 
ent,  by  any  act  of  their  own,  release  themselves, 
h  secession  and  revolution.  This  relation  they  have 
ume,  and  now  occupy,  and  they  ask  this  Grand 
gnize  them  as  a  regularly  constituted  and  lawful 
Grand  Lodge." 

el  called  upon  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  have 
ult,  nor  to  discuss  the  sufficiency  of  them  to  justify 
important  in  its  character  and  influences.  These 
that  properly,  if  not  exclusively,  belong  to  the 
of  Scotland.    When  that  Grand  Body  shall  have 
and  seen  fit  to  recognize  the  new  organization  as  a 
ndent  Grand  Lodge,  this  Grand  Lodge  will,  I  have 
nost  happy  to  extend  to  it  the  44  right-hand  of  fel- 
however  submit  the  whole  subject,  with  the  ac- 
apers,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

LOCAL  MATTERS. — REJECTIONS. 

ided  to  invite  your  attention  to  some  matters  of 
iterest,  if  not  of  more  importance  to  our  imme- 
but  my  engagements,  masonic  and  otherwise,  have 
irous  and  pressing  of  late  as  not  to  afford  me  the 
e  to  mature  them.  I  may  however  say,  currente 
te,  number  of  initiates  the  past  year  has  been  2,311, 
f  the  number  initiated  in  the  previous  year  593. 
\  have  been  1,051,  less  by  88  than  in  the  previous 

;rom  these  data  that  about  one -third  of  all  who  are 
admission  to  our  Lodges,  are  rejected.    This  is 
proportion ;  and  the  logical  deduction  from  it  is, 
rejected  from  improper  motives,  or  that  our  breth- 
reless  in  bringing  forward  candidates  for  admis- 
>oth  of  these  causes  are  in  operation,  and  have 
9 
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combined  to  produce  this  remarkable  result,  I  have  reason  to 
believe.  Several  instances  have  come  to  my  knowledge  where 
the  work  of  individual  Lodges  has  been  greatly  retarded,  or 
entirely  suspended,  through  the  faction*  and  un  masonic  conduct 
of  one  or  more  of  their  members,  who,  availing  themselves  of  the 
sacred  privilege  of  the  secret  ballot,  have  resorted  to  the  black- 
ball as  a  cowardly  means  of  gratifying  a  personal  pique  or  a 
revengeful  spirit,  excited  perhaps  by  the  previous  rejection  of  a 
friend,  or  disappointment  in  the  resuk  of  an  election,  or  in  car- 
rying some  favorite  ^measure*.  Such  a  course  of  proceeding  b  no 
leas  unmasonic  than  ungenerous  and  unmanly*  It  does  a  personal 
injustice  to  the  candidate,  while  it  strikes  with  a  reckless  hand  at 
i\a-  prosperity  of  the  Lodge.  A  member  of  a  Lodge  so  conduct* 
ing  himself,  incurs,  and  should  be  visited  with  severe  masonic 
discipline,  if  detected. 

PROPOSING  CANDIDATES. 

The  second  branch  of  the  predicate,  namely,  that  the  breth- 
ren are  too  careless  in  bringing  forward  candidates,  I  do  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  pass  over  in  silence.  It  has  been  said,  and  the 
saying  is  a  self-evident  proposition,  that  the  strength  of  our  insti- 
tution does  not  consist  in  the  number ,  but  in  the  character  of  its 
members.  Brethren  labor  under  a  very  serious  misapprehension 
of  their  duty,  when  they  solicit,  or  hold  out  inducements  of  any 
kind  for  young  men  to  enter  our  Lodges.  The  candidate  should 
come  forward  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  uninfluenced  by 
the  voice  of  friendship,  or  considerations  of  personal  interest, 
or  ho  should  not  come  forward  at  all.  The  Constitutions  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  furnish  the  form  of  a  petition,  which  every  re- 
plicant for  admission  to  the  Order  is  required  to  sign,  and  by 
means  of  which  alone  he  can  lawfully  make  his  wishes  known 
to  the  Lodge.  A  verbal  proposition  made  by  a  member  is  neither 
regular,  proper,  nor  lawful ;  and  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  should 
never  entertain  a  petition  coming  in  such  a  shape.  The  appli- 
cation should  be  in  writing,  under  the  proper  signature  of  the 
applicant,  and  bearing  the  recommendation  of  at  least  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Lodge  to  which  it  is  submitted  ;  and  were  this  petition 
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as  to  require  the  recommendation  of  at  least  three 
the  Lodge,  the  requirement  would  be  more  nearly 
r  with  the  former  usages  of  Masonry,  and  afford 
ranee  that  the  candidate  is  worthy  of  acceptance. 

RE-PROPOSING  CANDIDATES. 

ractice  has  obtained  in  this  connection,  which  I  de- 
corrected.  I  refer  to  the  re-proposing  of  candidates 
sen  rejected.  It  has  been  the  custom  in  many  of 
for  some  friend  of  the  candidate  to  rise,  imme- 
be  announcement  of  the  unfavorable  result  of  the 
e-propose  the  candidate,  to  be  again  balloted  for  at 
Aug  of  the  Lodge ;  and  this  has  been  allowed.  But  it 
ag  wholly  unauthorized  by  the  Constitutions  of  the 
>,  or  the  usages  of  Masonry.  The  rejection  removes 
from  before  the  Lodge,  and  places  the  candidate 
►1  status.  If  he  desires  to  offer  his  name  again,  he 
by  a  new  petition  and  recommendation,  as  in  the 
.  #  It  is  due  to  the  candidate  that  he  should  be 
a  matter  of  so  much  importance  to  his  feelings,  if 
putation,  and  it  is  due  to  the  credit  of  the  Lodge 
i  not,  through  inattention  or  carelessness,  disregard 
onal  requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  recom- 
itter  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the  Lodges. 

THE  DISTRICTS. 

ind  it 'necessary,  as  a  matter  of  convenience  and 
re-district  the  jurisdiction,  and  to  increase  to 
the  number  of  the  Districts.  It  is  some  years 
sent  Districts  were  formed ;  and,  owing  to  the  rapid 
odges,  and  the  great  changes  which  have  taken  place 
of  travelling,  the  labors  and  expenses  of  the  Dep- 
icome  both  inconvenient  to  them  and  burdensome 
ry  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  laying  out  the  new 
lave  had  special  reference  to  the  facilities  for 
Lodges  in  any  given  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
I  the  Districts,  as  far  as  practicable,  on  the  lines 
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of  the  railroads.  This  will  enable  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters  to  visit  their  Lodges  more  frequently,  and  with  less 
inconvenience  to  themselves  than  they  have  heretofore  been 
able  tM  do ;  and  I  trust  that^  it  may  also  prove  a  saving  of 
expense  in  this  admirable  and  efficient  department  of  our  organi- 
zation. 

CONCLUSION. 

Thus,  brethren,  closes  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-third,  ami 
we  are  to-night  entering  upon  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-fourth 
year  of  our  existence  as  a  Grand  Lodge.  The  record  of  tbe 
Past  is  before  us.  What  that  of  the  Future  shall  be,  depends, 
under  God's  Providence,  upon  us  and  our  successors.  If  we 
are  true  to  the  teachings  of  the  past,  and  faithful  to  the  land- 
marks? which  our  fathers  have  left  for  our  direction  and  guid- 
ance, it  will  be  well.  If,  on  the  contrary,  we  allow  ourselves 
to  be  shaken  by  every  wind  of  doctrine,  and  blown  about  like 
the  leaves  of  autumn,  it  will  be  otherwise.  Let  us  then,  unitedly 
ami  heartily  resolve  to  hand  down  to  our  successors  this  good 
old  Grand  Lodge,  with  its  teachings,  its  principles,  and  its 
Freemasonry,  unshaken  in  its  integrity,  and  unsullied  ia  its 
purity,  just  as  we  received  it  at  the  hands  of  the  venerable 
and  honored  brethren  who  first  erected  the  masonic  altar  on 
the  soil  of  America.  Let  us  do  this  faithfully  and  conscientiously, 
and  the  blessing  of  God  will  continue  to  abide  with  us  as  it 
abode  with  our  fathers. 

At  tbe  conclusion  of  the  Address,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
RAW  Br.  William  S.  Gardner,  referred  to  the  mover  and 
R.W.  Brothers  Woodbury  and  Dean. 

W.  Br.  Alger  moved  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  family 
of  the  late  Mr.  Moses  G.  Wheclock,  Architect  of  the  new 
Temple,  which  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  closed  in  Ample  Form ;  and 
the  brethren  repaired  in  procession  to  the  Banqueting  Hall 
to  celebrate  the  w  Annual  Feast "  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist. 


ADDENDA. 


ADDENDA. 


D  LODGE  OF  THE  NETHERLANDS. 

utterly  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
866,  R.W.  Past  Grand  Master  Dr.  Lewis,  in 

approaching  celebration  by  the  Grand  Orient 
rlamls  of  the  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  the 
eraliip  of  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Fred- 
ti.ES  of  Holland,  offered  a  series  of  congratu- 
itions,  which  were  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 
>  the  Grand  Secretary,  R.W.  Br.  Noordziek, 
ic  It  was  then  supposed  that  the  celebration 
ihwe  in  May  following,  but  it  appears  that  it  did 
ice  untQ  the  27th  November  last.  The  resolu- 
found  on  page  twelve  of  the  foregoing  Proceed- 

they  were  printed,  an  official  acknowledgment  of 
;  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  the  Netherlands  has 
i.  Believing  that  it  would  be  of  interest  to  the 
d  its  early  publication  in  connection  with  the  res- 
which  reference  may  be  made  as  above)  appro- 
hole  correspondence  is  here  given,  in  advance  of 
ion  to  the  Grand  Lodge :  — 
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Boston  June  1,  1966. 

J\  J.  F.  X^rjROZIEK,  Esq., 

Grand  Secretary  Grand  Orient  of  the  Netherlands. 

My  Dkar  Sir  and  Brother,  —  Accompanying  this  letter  if  a 
dncuiueut  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  embracing 
some  resolutions  which  I  had  the  honor  to  propose  in  relation  to 
your  illustrious  Grand  Master  Prince  Frederick,  and  which 
iui-i  n  hearty  response  from  all  the  brethren. 

Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  present  this  manifestation  of  the 
high  respect  of  his  Transatlantic  brothers  to  His  Highness,  with 
the  personal  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  of 

His  humble  masonic  coadjutor, 

WINSLOW  LEWIS, 
Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

ANSWER, 
To  the  M  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

Worshipful  and  Dear  Brethren,  — On  the  occasion  of  the 
scmt-ceimmnial  jubilee  of  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Frederick 
of  the  Netherlands,  as  National  Graud  Master  of  this  Kingdom* 
its  Colonies  and  Dependencies,  which  was  celebrated  in  the  most 
imposing  and  solemn  manner  on  the  27th  Nov  ember  last,  you 
have  manifested  by  your  truly  fraternal  expressions,  addressed  to 
the  G  rami  Lodge  of  the  Netherlands,  and  to  the  Order  in  general 
in  these  realms,  all  your  sympathy  ou  an  event  as  remarkable  as 
it  is  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  masonic  history.  Your  feli- 
citations and  demonstrations  of  interest  shown  on  the  oc  civs  ion 
inside  the  most  profound  impression  on  the  assembly  of  the  Grand 
Lodp:c,  and  have  excited  their  warmest  gratitude  towards  your 
Grand  Lodge,  which  has  furnished  a  most  evident  proof  of  your 
brotherly  sentiments. 

We  have  been  directed  by  the  Grand  Lod^e  of  the  Nether- 
lands to  jar  ward  you  the  expression  of  their  thatrks  for  your  fra- 
ternal remembrance.    They  thank  you  most  cordially  for  this 
of  fellowship,  and  unite  and  pray  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Order 
throughout  your  whole  country,  and  of  all  its  members. 
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icument  sent  by  you  to  the  Illustrious  Prince  ( Juberlaire) 
presented  in  your  name  to  His  Royal  Highness,  who,  in 
it,  assures  you  that  he  has  been  profoundly  touched  by 
"  of  esteem  and  kindness,  and  that  he  will  ever  preserve 

j st  precious  souvenir. 

he  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Netherlands, 

F.  A.  VAN  RAPPART, 

National  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Nordziek, 

Grand  Secretary, 


st  December,  1866. 
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POETS  OP  DISTEICT  DEPUTIES. 


ITS  OF  DISTRICT  DEPUTIES. 


FIRST  DISTRICT. 

3.  Dame,  Esq.,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
istieal  report  of  the  condition  and  standing  of  the 
;s  comprising  the  First  Masonic  District,  and  the 
r  work  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  1,  1866  :  — 


PL 

Where  1  lol.Srn. 

Date  of 
Charter. 

Initia- 
tion*. 

Rejec- 
tions. 

No.  of 
Members 

Boston  .... 

it  * 
It  • 

Brighton    .   .  . 
W&ltham    ,    .  . 
Eaat  Boston    .  , 

ti            It  • 

Boston  .... 

ti        *   *   *  * 
Watertown  .    .  , 
East  Boston    .  . 
Belmont .    ,    .  . 

1788 
1766 
1801 
1819 
1820 
1846 
1868 
1866 
1867 
1867 
1860 
1866 

2D 
4 
19 
13 
VJ. 
82 
20 
20 
16 
9 
IS 
9 

IS 

0 

11 

4 
14 
2-t 
211 

2 

6 
8 
2 
0 

827 
44 
291 
69 
107 
217 
147 
66 
164 
102 
60 
20 

196 

104 

1,604 

r  of  initiations,  although  seventy-three  less  than  in 
year,  have  furnished  sufficient  work  for  most  of  the 
i  number  of  rejections,  being  about  one-third  of  those 
the  degrees,  is,  in  my  judgment,  too  large.  There 
ird  in  the  Lodges  whose  record  thus  shows,  or  error 
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in  the  judgment  of  the  Masons  who  propose  for  the  masonic  de- 
grees unworthy  candidates. 

I  would  draw  your  attention  to  one  other  point,  as  suggested  by 
the  preceding  table.  We  have  there  recorded  one  hundred  and 
ninety-six  initiates,  and  but  an  increase  of  ninety-three  in  the 
column  of  members ;  making  a  liberal  allowance  for  removals 
from  the  jurisdiction  and  deaths,  and  the  conclusion  to  be  ar- 
rived at  is  that  full  seventy-five  newly  made  Masons  in  the  Dis- 
trict are  not  affiliates ;  other  District  b  probably  show  a  like  retail. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  masonic  duties  are  belter  discharged*  sod 
its  burdens  more  equally  borne  in  connection  with  a  Lodge,  we 
see  the  importance  of  the  question. 

The  marked  improvement  in  every  Lodge  throughout  the  Dis- 
trict, in  the  working  of  the  several  degrees,  merits  commendation, 
and  I  tfike  great  pleasure  in  officially  reporting  the  fact* 

Dispensations  have  been  granted  in  two  instances  only  to  Initi- 
ate candidates  out  of  the  regular  course,  both  to  Mount  Tabor 
Lodge  of  East  Boston,  in  the  cases  of  Edmund  Burke  and  Benja- 
min A,  Goodwin,  who  were  proposed  at  a  regular  meeting* 

Thanking  you  for  an  appointment  which  has  afforded  me  so 
many  occasions  for  pleasant  social  converse  with  my  brethren, 

I  remain  very  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

JAMES  A.  FOX, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Fu  d  Masonic  Didnd* 

Boston,  Dec.  18,  1866. 


SECOND  DISTRICT* 

To  the  Most  Wor$hipfod  Charles  C.  Dame,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts* 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  first 
annual  report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Second 
Masonic  District*  ■ 
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ileasure  to  state  that  all  the  Lodges  in  this 
erous  and  flourishing  condition ;  and  while 

0  exceeds  that  of  any  previous  year,  the 
convinces  me  that  the  Lodges  have  scru- 
ter  of  the  applicants  for  admission. 

1  have  reminded  the  brethren  of  the  im- 
g  the  true  character  of  those  who  seek  to 

Order,  and  to  allow  none  but  the  best  of 
ced  into  our  Temple ;  also  the  necessity  of 
ire  admitted,  to  enable  them  to  understand 
our  Order,  and  to  require  real  proficiency 
ondition  of  his  advancement, 
giving  the  name  and  location  of  the  Lodges 
,  the  number  of  members  and  number  of 
,  will  enable  you  .to  form  an  idea  of  the 
s,  and  the  amount  of  work  they  have  per- 


Location. 

No.  of 
Mtmbtn. 

Wo.  of 
Initiate. 

Marblehead  .... 

86 

11 

Newburyport  .   .  . 

199 

14 

Gloucester  .... 

130 

19 

Salem  

180 

18 

Newburyport  .   .  . 

185 

81 

South  Danvers .   .  . 

91 

11 

Beverly  

141 

13 

Lynn  

169 

84 

Amesbury  .... 

121 

17 

Rockport  

94 

28 

Danvera  

102 

19 

Salem  

67 

12 

Lynn  

72 

17 

Ipswich  

Gloucester  .... 

66 

24 

19 

20 

1,662 

278 

NTS  an  increase,  compared  with  the  preced- 
ed and  twenty-five  members  and  fifty-five 

ites  is  unusually  large  for  this  District,  yet 
:  dispensations  granted  to  confer  the  degrees 
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out  of  the  usual  time  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  assure  you  that 
those  Masters  of  Lodges  with  whom  I  have  conversed  upon  the 
subject  fully  coincide  with  you  in  your  views  in  regard  to  graat- 
ing  dispensations ;  and  I  feel  confident  that  when  the  brethren 
fully  understand  the  original  intention  of  the  dispensing  power, 
th  a!  a  still  less  number  will  be  applied  for. 

The  specimens  of  work  which  I  have  witnessed  were  of  the 
highest  character;  the  officers  of  the  various  Lodges  manifest 
a  laudable  desire  to  perfect  .themselves  in  the  Ritual,  and  to  per- 
form their  duties  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  in  accordance  with  the  ancient  usages  of  the 
Order. 

Peace  and  harmony  prevail  in  all  the  Lodges  ;  and  1  take  this 
occasion  to  state,  that  I  am  confident,  that  for  the  prosperity  of 
the  Lodges  in  this  District,  and  the  truly  masonic  feeling  which 
exists  between  the  brethren,  we  are.  largely  indebted  to  the  genial 
influence  and  kindness  of  my  predecessor  in  office. 

The  kind  reception  I  have  everywhere  met  with  while  making 
my  official  visits,  the  opportunity  afforded  me  of  witnessing  the 
exemplification  of  the  work  in  the  several  Lodges  and  extending 
my  acquaintance  among  the  brethren,  have  made  my  duties  ex- 
ceedingly pleasant  and  my  labors  comparatively  light. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  express  to  you  my  most  sincere 
th  niiks  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  on  me  by  selecting  me  as 
your  representative  in  this  District,  and  to  assure  you  that 

I  remain  most  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

GEORGE  H.  PEIRSON, 
D.  Z).  Q.  M*  Second  Mmonic  District* 

Sal*m,  Dec  8,  1866. 
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IIRD  DISTRICT. 

.  Dame,  Grand  Master  of  ike  Orand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts. 

rHEB,  —  In  compliance  with  established  cus- 
>mit  my  first  annual  report  of  the  Lodges 
and  interesting  District.  Since  my  appoint^ 
eputy  (for  which  honorable  position  I  am 
ind  consideration),  I  have  visited  all  the 
eral  of  them  twice,  and  am  happy  in  being 
meral,  remarkable  prosperity,  excellence  of 
Grrand  Lodge,  as  well  as  a  thorough  appre- 
tages  of  our  Order.  With  these  few  satis* 
[  might,  perhaps  with  propriety,  conclude. 
>wever,  that  this  opportunity  should  pass 
brief  statement  of  my  official  acts, 
re,  to  make  mention  of  each  Lodge  in  the 
n  in  the  order  of  my  visits. 
ndovek.  —  This  Lodge  is  well  officered,  and 
»ry  progress.  Its  records  are  neatly  and 
he  order  maintained  such  as  to  merit  official 

rE,  Havebhill.  —  This  is  a  large  and  flour- 
•ound  every  thing  in  a  satisfactory  condition ; 
ally  constitute  masonic  history,  kept  in  fine 
:  (that  of  the  third  degree)  was  such  as  to 
y  approval. 

-rODGE,  Methuex. — This  Lodge,  chartered 
sring  the  size  of  the  village  in  which  it  is 
mdable  progress.  Its  newly  elected  officers 
evenings  previous  to  that  of  my  visit ;  and  yet 
was  most  impressively  conferred, — the  work 
o  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Oct.  12,  in  company  with  several  brethren 
len,  and  the  city  of  Lowell,  I  made  an  official 
11 
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visit  to  Grecian  Lodge,  Lawrence.  This  visit  was  rendered 
particularly  pleasant,  it  being  selected  as  the  occasion  for  present- 
ing to  the  retiring  Master  (Dr.  J.  H.  Kidder)  a  beautiful  Past 
Master's  jewel.  Dr.  Kidder  had,  for  the  two  previous  years,  been 
the  efficient  Master  of  the  Lodge,  which,  under  his  administration, 
enjoyed  a  large  degree  of  prosperity.  The  work  was  on  the  third 
degree,  and  was  done  in  a  thorough  and  able  manner. 

St.  Paul's,  Groton.  —  This  Lodge,  the  oldest  in  the  District, 
is  still  vigorous,  and,  I  doubt  not,  is  exerting  in  that  community 
uu  influence  at  once  salutary  and  beneficial. 

As  my  visit  to  St.  Paul's  was  made  in  the  afternoon,  I  was 
enabled,  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  to  visit  Caleb  Butler 
Lodge,  South  Groton.  The  work  which  I  here  witnessed  was 
in  strict  conformity  to  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  As  you  are 
aware,  this  is  the  home  of  the  Senior  Grand  Lecturer,  and  it  is, 
without  doubt,  owing  (in  part,  at  least,)  to  his  faithful  labors  that 
the  officers  of  this  Lodge  are  so  well  qualified.  I  am  indebted  to 
W.  Br.  Bancroft  for  kind  assistance  rendered  upon  this  oc- 
casion. 

Monday,  Nov.  5,  I  visited  Aurora  Lodge,  Fitchburo.  The 
F.  C*  degree  was  worked  in  an  admirable  manner,  and  must 
have  made  an  abiding  impression  upon  the  candidate.  The 
records  of  this  Lodge  are  well  kept ;  and  every  thing  seems  in 
kei'jmiL'  with  masonic  usage. 

Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  6,  visited  Ancient  York  Lodge, 
Lowell.  Here,  too,  I  witnessed  an  exemplification  of  the  second 
degree,  conferred  by  W.  Br.  Ashneith,  the  retiring  Master.  I 
need  only  add  that  the  work  was  well  done ;  and  at  its  conclu- 
sion tin-  newly  elected  officers  were  installed  by  my  immediate 
predecessor,  W.  Br.  Salmon.  Thus  the  occasion  of  my  visit  was 
rendered  one  of  more  than  usual  interest. 

Tuscan  Lodoe,  Lawrence.  —  This  Lodge  continues  to  de- 
serve the  reputation  which  it  has  always  enjoyed.  Though  its 
charter  is  of  comparatively  recent  date,  it  now  numbers  more 
than  one  hundred  members.  I  will  only  add  that  its  records  are 
a  model  for  neatness  and  propriety. 

Thursday  evening,  Nov.  15,  was  the  time  of  my  visit  to  Pen- 
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e,  Lowell.  It  was  my  privilege,  the  week  preced- 
: ion,  publicly  to  install  the  officers  of  this  venerable 
.  pleasing  ceremony  was  performed  in  presence  of 
my  of  brethren  and  invited  guests.  At  the  conclu- 
xcrcises,  a  bountiful  collation  was  provided,  where 
urc  of  the  social  element  was  abundantly  enjoyed, 
f  my  visit,  the  third  degree  was  conferred  in  an  able 
W  miiiiner.  The  work  in  Pentucket  Lodge  is  as 
is  I  ever  expect  to  see  it. 

Lon<;n,  Haverhill.  —  My  visit  to  this  Lodge 
id  ay  evening,  Nov.  19.  This  is  one  of  the  youngest 
e  District,  it  having  been  constituted  during  the 
;  its  growth  has  indeed  been  marvellous,  and  its 
riost  unexampled.  The  work  was  that  of  the  third 
ras  hot!)  impressive  and  correct. 
iov.  20,  was  the  time  of  my  visit  to  Wilder  Lodge, 

The  work  which  I  here  witnessed  was  correct,  and 
ich  prevailed  such  as  to  meet  my  approval.  The 
officered,  and  is  in  a  healthy  state. 
ge,  Gardner.  —  This,  though  one  of  the  youngest, 
iss*  one  of  the  finest  Lodges  in  the  District ;  its 
ai shed  and  furnished  in  excellent  taste  ;  every  thing 
log  with  the  requirements  of  the  Order.  The  work, 
client ;  in  fact,  I  hardly  know  how  it  could  have 
;d,  except  by  the  introduction  of  music.  When 
ed.  I  shall  look  upon  the  Lodge  as  a  model  one  in 
Lar. 

n  Lodge,  Concord.  — This  Lodge  is  not  increasing 
as  tuM,  perhaps,  as  is  desirable.  I  trust  that  the 
ii eli  it  lias  now  entered  will  witness,  in  this  respect, 
ent.  The  Lodge  is  well  officered,  and  the  work  in 
that  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  am  indebted  to  W. 
>r  kind  remembrance. 

ioxs.  —  I  have  issued  but  few  dispensations,  and 
r  the  strongest  possible  reasons.    I  have  signed  a 
ion  for  one  new  Lodge,  viz.,  that  at  Lowell, 
iving  the  circular  which  brought  to  our  notice  the 
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condition  of  many  of  the  aged  brethren  in  Port  laud,  in  accorda  nctr 
with  your  suggestion,  I  visited  such  Lodges  as  was  convenient 
for  me  to,  and  so  brought  the  matter  personally  to  their  notice. 
Where  it  was  not  convenient  to  visit,  I  sent  printed  copies  of  the 
circular,  briefly  commending  the  subject  to  their  favorable  con- 
sideration. 

Most  of  the  Lodges  have  responded  with  commendable  prompt- 
ness,— liberal  amounts  having  been  contributed  and  forwarded 
as  desired. 

Id  conclusion,  I  desire  to  add  that  my  visits  have  been  remark- 
ably pleasant  ones.  As  your  official  representative,  I  have  been 
warmly  welcomed.  And  in  time  to  come,  as  memory  turns  back 
to  the  interesting  seasons  which  I  have  enjoyed  with  my  brethren 
of  the  various  Lodges,  I  cannot  fail  to  class  them  as  among  the 
pleasantest  of  my  many  pleasant  memories.  Acknowledging' 
through  you  my  indebtedness  to  R.W.  Br.  Stowe,  of  Lawrence, 
Brothers  S.  S.  Crocker,  of  Leominster,  and  D.  P.  Crocker  and 
Rev.  Br.  Jones,  of  Fitchburg,  for  substantial  aid  kindly  rendered, 
and  tendering  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  appointment,  coupled 
with  congratulations  upon  the  gratifying  condition  of  the  f rater- 
nity  throughout  the  good  old  Commonwealth,  I  am,  with  kind 
regards, 

Truly  and  fraternally  yourst 

L.  A.  BISHOP, 
D.  D.  G.  Jf.  Third  District. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT, 

M  H*.  Br.  Charles  C.  Dame,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
MauachtuetU. 

A  notice  to  attend  the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  warns  me  that  this  masonic  year  is  nearly  to  a  close, 
and  also  that  I  have  an  account  to  render  you  of  the  way  and 
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[  have  discharged  the  duties  of  D.  D.  6.  M.  of  the 
dic  District  for  the  past  year.  .  .  . 
sited  all  the  Lodges  named  in  the  Fourth  District, 
>y  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  can 
?  I  did  hist  year,  that  the  work  is  well  and  uniformly 
Oi  strict  -  I  have  in  all  cases  been  kindly  and  cour- 
ed  as  your  Deputy,  and  take  pleasure  in  returning 
t  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor  thus  conferred  upon 
point  meat. 

jve  you  the  date  of  my  official  visit  to  each  Lodge, 
the  number  of  members  and  amount  of  work  done 

?e  :  — 


Initiate. 

Membei 

Sept.  18,  1866    .   .  . 

....      1    .  . 

.    .  76 

.   „  25, 

....    11    .  . 

.    .  81 

■  24, 

....   18   .  . 

.    .  67 

•  21, 

.   .  78 

.  Oct.  4, 

....   21   .  . 

.   .  142 

.   „  25; 

.   .  87 

.   .  82 

■    »  28. 

....     6   .  . 

.   .  66 

■    „  It. 

....     8   .  . 

.   .  81 

100 
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see  that  the  whole  number  of  affiliated  Masons  in 
District  h  six  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  the 

Litiates  just  one  hundred. 

tat  my  duties  have  been  performed  in  such  a  manner 
ith  yrtnr  approval,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  Lodges 

i.  District, 

aainT  fraternally  and  truly  yours, 

H.  C.  SKINNER, 
D.  D.  G.  if.  Fourth  Masonic  District. 
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FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

To  tht  M,W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts. 

I  hate  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  visited  officially  all  the 
Lodges  in  the  Fifth  Masonic  District  during  the  current  year, 
autl  am  now  submitting  my  report. 

I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  I  have  endeavored  to  faith- 
fully perform  the  duties  entrusted  to  me,  by  your  appointment, 
and  have  found  them,  though  somewhat  arduous,  yet  very 
pleasant. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  give  a  special  report  of  each 
Lodge  under  my  supervision,  but  I  shall  speak  chiefly  in  genera! 
terms* 

From  all  sources  of  information,  I  think  I  am  warranted  in 
stating  that  at  no  period  in  the  history  of  these  Lodges  have  they 
been  more  prosperous  or  successful  in  the  attainment  of  the  object 
proposed  by  Masonry. 

With  no  small  pleasure  have  I  noticed  the  cordial  interest 
manifested,  and  the  constant  watchfulness  shown,  in  relation  to 
the  admission  of  applicants  for  initiation.  Nearly  one-third  of 
such  applicants,  in  this  District,  have  been  rejected,  which  fact 
alone  affords  evidence  of  careful  examination  into  their  fitness  as 
candidates. 

The  number  initiated  during  the  current  year  is  not  so  large 
as  in  the  year  previous,  but  as  large  as  the  true  interests  of  the 
Lodges  demand.  The  ritual  was  given  very  uniformly,  and 
either  corresponded  or  closely  approximated  to  that  given  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  I  was  pleasantly  surprised  at  the 
degree  of  perfection  exhibited  in  the  work  of  most  of  the  Lodges, 
and  it  certainly  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  officers  and  members 
who  have  contributed  to  this  desirable  result. 

I  find  that  with  scarcely  an  exception,  the  records  are  remark- 
ably well  kept.  In  fact,  such  attention  have  they  received  that 
it  is  difficult  to  say  which  excelled. 
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i  I  take  great  pleasure  in  returning  my  sincere  thanks 
art  of  the  Fifth  Masonic  District,  for  the  uniformly 
rteous  treatment  extended  to  me,  and  for  the  hearty 
rith  which  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties  was 

them. 

respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

JONATHAN  E.  GAY, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Fifth  Masonic  District. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

■hahj-es  C,  Dame,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts. 

Brother, — Having  completed  the  duties  which 
i  me  In  the  important  office  to  which  you  were  pleased 
,  I  now  take  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consid- 
lluwiti^r,  as  my  annual  report :  — 
■soually  visited  all  the  Lodges  in  the  District ;  have 
ir  work,  which,  for  the  most  part,  has  been  done  in 
Harm.-!-.  Some  of  the  Lodges,  I  think,  cannot  be 
correct u ess  of  work,  while  many  others  will,  in  due 
he  high  point  which  their  more  favored  brethren 
I.  Most  of  the  officers  devote  much  time  and  atten- 
work,  and  in  return  receive  the  hearty  co-operation 
tren.  There  are  a  few,  however,  who  fall  behind 
It  is  evident  that  some  have  neglected  to  avail 
1  the  services  of  the  Grand  Lecturers.  The  amount 
the  year  exceeds  that  of  any  other.  The  number  of 
been  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  the  amount  due 
Lodge  is  eight  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  The 
jectionj  has  been  one  hundred  and  eighteen,  which 
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shows  that  due  care  has  been  exercised  by  most  of  the  Lodges  ra 
their  examination  of  applicants  for  the  degrees.  The  three 
Lodges  in  Worcester  initiated  thirty-nine  during  the  past  year, 
and  have  rejected  fifty-nine.  There  are  some  except ioa*,  where 
large  numbers  have  been  received,  and  but  few  or  no  rejections. 
To  such  we  would  say,  that  too  much  care  cannot  be  used  in 
selecting  those  who  are  to  be  our  brethren.  I  am  happy  to  state 
that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the  District,  In 
closing,  permit  me  to  return  to  you  my  grateful  acknowledgments 
for  the  high  honor  which  you  conferred  upon  one  so  unworthy  of 
your  favor. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

A.  A.  BUEDITT, 
D.  D.  G.  if.  of  the  Sixth  Masonic  District. 

Clixtov,  Not.  80, 1866. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  the  M.W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Mas$achusdbs, 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — In  accordance  with  the  requirementa 
of  the  Grand  Constitutions,  I  herewith  submit  my  report,  as  Di§* 
trict  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Seventh  Masoui c  District, 

The  following  table  will  not  only  enahle  you  to  compare  with 
preceding  years  the  amount  of  work  performed,  and  the  condition 
of  the  Lodges  in  this  District,  but  may  be  of  value  as  a  future 
reference :  — 
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I 


I 

2. 


i 

i 


Tfcburv 
Fall  River 
Marion   .  * 
MiildJeboro* 
Attleboro'  . 
Taunton 
Bridge  water 
Somerset  . 
New  Bedford 

FoxboW  . 
Mansfield  , 


7 
19 
7 

12 

12 
18 
8 
17 
28 
3 
3 
17 


95 
195 
39 
63 
92 
L':>7 
107 
84 
283 
140 
104 
46 


Sept.  17 
u  21 
„  25 

Oct.  5 
„  & 

;  u 

„  19 

20 

Nov.  2 
„  5 

„  6 


6 

10 
4 
6 
4 

19 
6 
5 

4* 
9 

10 
8 


lecessary  to  call  your  attention  to  any  partie- 
istrict,  and  will  only  state  Uiat,  generally, 
d  by-laws  of  the  several  Lodges  are  such  as 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  Grand  Master., 
edge  extends,  harmony  atid  concord  exist 
:U 

ave  afforded  me  pleasure  as  well  as  profit, 
e  1  have  been  received  with  tliat  courtesy 
he  members  of  the  fraternity,  and  which  is 
ive  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

)dges  working  uuder  dispensation  now,  viz., 
mton,  King  Philip  of  Fall  River,  and  Orient 
irmer  of  which  I  visited,  and  witnessed  an 

work,  I  doubt  not  that  when  the  lime  ar- 
Ler  to  this  Lodge,  the  brethren  will  be  found 
reive  it,     I  requested  P.M.  R.  C.  Brown 

Lodge  of  Fall  River,  and  he  reports  it 
r  condition*     The  latter,  Orient  Lodge  of 

mentioned  in  my  commission,  and  for  other 
>emed  it  necessary  to  visit.    The  last  intel- 
om  it  was,  that  the  brethren  had  not  cons- 
ents, but  hoped  to  soon, 
je  of  Taunton,  has  recently  dedicated  a  new 

a  very  fine  one  it  is.    Matters  of  this  kind 
12 
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are  subjects  for  congratulation,  as  they  not  only  render  it  more 
convenient  to  perform  the  work,  but  tend  to  create  a  new  inlm&t 
in  the  Order. 

By  the  preceding  table,  you  will  observe  an  apparent  unneces- 
sary amount  of  blackballing,  —  in  several  instances  the  number 
rejected  exceeding  the  number  accepted.  I  have  taken  occasion 
to  speak  to  the  brethren  touching  that  matter,  a  ad  have  observed 
that,  although  it  is  enjoined  upon  us  to  exercise  great  care  in 
selecting  from  the  applicants  those  who  are  worthy  and  well 
qualified,  yet  an  indiscriminate  use  of  the  blink  kill  is  to  be 
deplored* 

I  have  granted  dispensations  to  confer  the  degrees  out  of  tbe 
usual  course  in  ten  instances,  all  of  which  I  am  satisfied  are  for 
good  and  sufficient  reasons. 

For  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  in  appointing  me 
you i  Deputy  for  the  Seventh  Masonic  District,  I  sincerely  thank 
you, 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours  fraternally, 

J.  B.  BAYLIES. 

New  Bedford,  December,  1866. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

To  the  M.W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  Grand  Matter  of  the  Grand  lodge  of 
Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  Having  discharged,  according  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  the  duties  of  the  office  of  D.D.  G.M.,  to 
which  you  were  pleased  to  appoint  me,  I  now  have  the  honor  and 
Live  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  :  — 

I  >  n  ing  the  past  year  I  have  visited,  officially*  every  Lodge, 
with  one  exception,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Eight }i  Masonic 
District,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  never  fouud  them  in  a 
more  healthy,  harmonious,  and  prosperous  condition. 
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tion  to  which  I  allude  is  King  Hiram  Lodge,  Prov- 
ircumstances  beyond  my  control  rendered  it  iinpos- 

>  visit  this  Lodge  within  the  required  time ;  and 
lpowered  Past  Master  Br.  J.  P.  Johnson  to  perform 

>  kindly  served  me,  and  from  whom  I  received  a 
>rt. 

within  this  jurisdiction  eight  original  Lodges,  num- 
undred  and  eighty-six  members  in  all,  and  the  num- 
ates  initiated  is  ninety-five,  viz.,  Social  Harmony, 
k  ;  Fraternal,  Hyannis,  twenty-two ;  Marine,  Fal* 
)e  Witt  Clinton,  Sandwich,  four ;  Union,  Nantucket, 
Horeb,  West  Harwich,  fifteen  ;  Pilgrim,  Harwich, # 
ling  Hiram,  Provincetown,  twenty-two. 
;s,  as  a  whole,  have  done  less  work  than  last  year, 
•evious,  and  this  evidently  not  because  of  the  want 
many  of  whom  were  rejected,  but  because  of  less 
iltiply  members,  and  greater  care  and  caution  as 
;y  received  to  the  privileges  of  Masonry.  The 
eginning  to  see  and  to  understand  that  the  rush  into 
ich  has  been  every  where  going  on  the  last  four  or 
a  rush,  not  only  as  regards  the  multitude  of  candi- 
regards  the  rapidity  with  which  they  have  often  been 
e  several  degrees,  —  is  dangerous  to  the  interest  and 
e  Masonic  Institution ;  and  that  a  sound,  healthy, 
•osperity  depends  not  upon  numbers,  but  upon  char* 
•al  worth. 

t  of  this  conviction  on  the  part  of  the  brethren,  of 
;e  of  "  making  haste  slowly,"  I  have  had  but  very 
>ns  for  dispensations,  —  far  less  than  in  former  years, 
called  for,  it  has  been  only  in  very  extreme  cases, 
elt  fully  justified  in  granting  them, 
ery  Lodge  within  the  District  has  raised  the  initia- 
$25  to  $30  or  $35,  mainly  with  a  view  of  diminish- 
ber  of  applicants,  by  making  it  more  expensive  to 
n  through  the  door  of  Masonry, 
been  more  than  ordinary  interest  manifested  on  the 
officers  and  others  of  the  several  Lodges  to  perfect 
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themselves  in  the  ritual  and  the  lectures,  as  prescribed  by  the  M. W. 
Grand  Lodge,  —  a  fact  plainly  evident  from  the  very  great  im- 
provement which  has  been  made.  I  have  found  no  poor  work  in 
any  Lodge ;  none  that  was  not  good ;  in  some  few  it  was  moat 
excellent ;  and  for  correctness  and  i  repressiveness,  will  not  ?uJ3i-r 
by  comparison  with  that  of  any  other  Lodge  in  the  State. 

I  ]  i  a  I  - 1  i  t  ion  to  the  eight  Lodges  named,  there  are  Iwofi  e  m  I  -  j  pal 
James  Olis,  Barnstable,  and  Adams,  Wellfleet.  The  former,  as 
you  are  aware,  has  received  a  charter,  and  been  recently  coose- 
c rated,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  is  united  and  prosperous  ;  and  the 
brethren  manifest  a  laudable  zeal  in  qualifying  ihuiusi  -Ives  ■  *  *  W 
Master  Masons.  The  latter  is  still  working  under  a  dispeosatiou, 
and  from  them  I  hear  a  good  report.  I  am  told  that,  after  many 
trials  and  discouragements,  they  have  succeeded  in  a  good  degree 
in  mastering  the  work  of  the  ritual ;  that  they  have  conferred  die 
degrees  uj.>on  several  worthy  candidates  ;  and  that  they  intend  to 
apply  for  a  charter  at  the  next  regular  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

I  desire  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  in  all  the  Lodges  I  hive 
been  cordially  and  fraternally  received  in  my  official  visits;  in 
two  of  which,  Mount  Horeb  and  Pilgrim,  special  arrangements 
were  made,  of  a  social  and  festive  character,  not  only  to  welcome 
me  with  a  warm,  fraternal  greeting,  but  to  make  the  occasion  ooe 
of  pleasure  that  will  be  long  remembered. 

Fraternally  and  truly  yours, 

RUFUS  S.  POPE, 
D.  D.  G.  if.  Eighth  Masonic  Dutrid. 

H t  asm-.  November  80,  1866. 
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NINTH  DISTRICT. 

[arles  C.  Dame,  Grand  Master  of  Hit  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts. 

a  Brother,  —  Another  masonic  year  draws  to  a 
summons  comes,  "  give  an  account  of  thy  steward- 
?dience  thereto,  I  submit,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
jrt,  a  Hrief  statement  of  my  labors  with  the  Lodges 
t  for  the  last  year,  and  their  general  condition, 
ted  nil  the  Lodges  in  the  District  once,  and  most  of 
hile  some  of  them  have  been  visited  several  times, 
i  given  in  perfecting  their  work,  etc.  In  each 
witnessed  work  on  one  or  more  of  the  degrees,  and 
ally  much  gratified  with  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
d  the  desire  which  all  have  manifested  for  improve- 
work  -aid  ritual  of  the  Order,  and  the  zeal  with 
jf  them  have  striven  to  perfect  themselves  therein, 
sire  ha*  been  shown  among  officers  and  members  to 
ie  genuine  principles  of  our  institution,"  and  exem- 
as  well  as  word,  the  vital  principles  contained  in 
mil  impressive  instructions  and  ceremonies  of  our 
ve  found  the  charters  in  each  of  the  Lodges  care- 
i,  and  the  records  in  most  of  them  accurately  and 
[  have  seldom  had  occasion  to  call  attention  to  fail- 
speet,  though  the  increasing  work  of  the  Lodges 
ge  amount  of  labor  upon  the  Secretaries,  while  some 
i  are  patterns  for  imitation  in  all  respects, — espe- 
rue  of  those  of  Hampden  and  Roswell  Lee  Lodges 

Lodge*  I  have  been  received  with  all  the  respect  due 
and  with  every  personal  attention  that  could  be 
never  have  I  witnessed  more  of  real  fraternal  kind- 
di&Hty,  of  good  fellowship  and  harmony  among  the 
gher  and  more  abiding  appreciation  of  the  worth  of 
ind  honored  institution,  or  a  deeper  and  more  active 


interest  m  all  that  pertains  to  Mnaonry,  than  seems  now  to  cxiit 
in  this  District. 

The  amount  of  work  done  in  the  District  exceeds  that  of  any 
former  year,  and  I  am  convinced  that  this  has  not  been  owing  to 
any  unusnal  or  improper  influence  to  increase  numbers.  In  my 
official  visits  the  previous  year,  I  took  especial  pains  lo  enjoin 
upon  all  the  duty  of  exercising  great  caution  as  to  the  character 
of  applicants  hefore  present iug  their  petitions,  of  thoroughness 
and  impartiality  on  the  part  of  investigating  committees,  with 
full  and  faithful  reports,  and  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  ballot 
with  a  wise,  discreet,  and  unbiassed  discrimination.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  records  of  the  Lodges  convinces  me  that  this  has  been 
done ;  and  though  the  proportion  of  rejections  in  two  or  thres 
Lodges  has  been  greater  than  I  should  desire,  I  think  there  ha* 
been  great  care  taken  to  exclude  the  unworthy ;  and  of  those  re- 
ceived I  have  no  doubt  there  are  many  who  will  not  only  be  living 
stones  in  the  temple  of  Masonry,  but  become  bright  and  shining 
ornaments  thereof. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  present  condition  of  the 
Lodges,  with  the  amount  of  work,  membership,  aud  dues  to  th« 
Grand  Lodge,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year :  — 


Kum  unl  Location  of  Lodje. 
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s  be  seen  that  the  number  of  initiates  the  past  year 
an  increase  of  4  over  the  previous  year ;  the  num- 
•s  1,552,  an  increase  of  215  from  the  previous  year  ; 
ib  to  the  Grand  Lodge  $791,  or  $150  more  than  the 
This  amount  ($791)  I  have  collected,  paid  over 
Ireasurer,  and  have  his  receipt  for  the  same, 
inted  a  few  dispensations  for  conferring  degrees, 
ig  the  usual  time  between  them,  where  the  reasons 
to  be  of  sufficient  urgency  to  demand  it ;  but  I  am 
that  the  applications  for  such  authority  are  becora- 
i  numerous  than  formerly,  and  I  believe  are  seldom 
he  urgency  of  the  case  justifies  it.  Nevertheless, 
)uld  be  a  wise  provision  for  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
or  dispensations,  and  where  the  application  is  made 
>f  a  candidate,  that  the  Lodge  should  require  him 
me,  and  the  expenses  attending  any  extra  meetings 

year  I  have  installed  the  officers  of  nine  of  the 
b  district,  the  ceremonies  of  three  of  which  have 
rhere  large  audiences  were  present  and  manifested 
i  in  them ;  and  individuals  afterwards  spoke  of  them 
tiful,  solemn,  and  impressive  ;  and  in  some  cases  I 
lone  much  to  remove  previously  formed  prejudices 
istitution.  While  I  would  not  recommend  public 
is  a  general  thing,  I  think  there  are  times  when,  if 
ranged  and  managed,  they  do  good, 
year  two  new  halls,  at  Monson  and  North  Adams, 
shed,  and  dedicated  by  the  Grand  Officers.  That  at 
i  of  the  finest,  in  its  proportions,  in  the  District ;  and 
,  Adams,  though  not  as  large,  is  seldom  equalled  in 
ce  of  its  arrangement  of  anterooms,  and  in  the 
finish  and  furnishing.  The  hall  occupied  by  the 
ringfield  has  been  greatly  improved  and  beautified, 
rery  fine  appearance,  and  every  way  convenient  and 
innatus  Lodge,  at  Great  Barrington,  also  have  a 
course  of  completion,  which  they  hope  to  occupy  in 
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The  brethren  at  Huntington,  who  a  few  months  &incet  discour- 
aged by  a  fire  that  destroyed  all  their  property,  and  the  removal 
of  some  of  their  number,  returned  the  dispensation  under  which 
they  had  been  working,  are  now  about  to  ask  for  another, 
having  obtained  the  assent  of  the  nearest  Lodge  and  the  approval 
of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Ma  sir?.  From  the  character  of 
the  men  who  are  taking  hold  of  it,  their  interest  in  the  Order, 
and  now  favoring  circumstances  which  seem  to  surround  them,  I 
hope  they  may  lay  the  foundation  for  a  permanent  and  flourishing 
Lodge  among  their  mountain  fastnesse  s 

The  duties  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  in  i\  district  so 
large  in  extent  of  territory  and  number  of  Lodges  as  the  preset! 
Ninth,  are  quite  laborious,  and  though  the  labor  is  one  of  lore, 
and  most  of  the  duties  are  very  pleasant,  affording  one  line  oppor- 
tunities for  the  most  pleasant  of  social  intercourse,  and  the  foun- 
dation and  cultivation  of  valuable  acquaintances,  yet  it  is  a  tit 
upon  one's  time  so  great,  that,  while  I  thank  you  most  heartily 
for  the  honor  of  my  appointment,  —  for  certainly  I  esteem  it  a  high 
honor  to  serve  in  this  position  under  you,  —  I  feel  that  I  must  mod 
respectfully  ask  you  to  relieve  me  from  the  further  care  and 
responsibility  of  so  large  and  rapidly  increasing  a  District. 

With  assurances  of  my  kind  regard,  and  of  my  best  wishes 
for  the  future,  very  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

HENRY  CHICKERING, 
D.  D.  0.  IT  Ninth  Masonic  Didrfa 

Pittsfield,  December  1,  1866. 


TENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  the  M.W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  Grand  Master  of  tkz  Grand  Lodgt  q 
Massachusetts* 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  m\ 
second  annual  report  as  D.  D.  G.  M.  of  the  Tenth  Masonic  Dii 
trict. 
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the  Lodges  of  this  District  are  enjoying  a  reasonable 
wperity.  The  following  table  shows  the  work  of 
1  this  District,  during  the  year  just  closed  to  be 
3  than  that  of  the  previous  one :  — 


M-  ,1  !i>  B. 
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37 
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14 
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15 

0 
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63 

i 

17 
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73  1 

8 

7  * 

Northfield  .    .    .  . 

63 

0 

10 

Greenfield  .    .    .  . 

142 

29 

15 

SheLbiirne  Fails  ,  . 

78 

9 

7 

140 

lug  the  work  of  1865  and  1866,  I  do  not  regard  it 
>rable  symptom  that  the  number  of  initiates  has 
liniahed  ;  for  the  returns  of  the  Lodges  show  that  a 
have  applied  for  the  degrees,  and  a  correspondingly 

have  been  rejected.  Aud  may  we  not  expect  that 
n d  external  prosperity  which  has  attended  Freema- 

last  few  years  will  be  followed  by  a  corresponding 
will  be  well  for  those  who  have  the  interests  of  the 

heart  to  think  of  these  things,  and  to  guard  well 
als. 

tially  visited  all  the  Lodges  of  this  District,  and  in 
i tli  the  requirements  of  the  Constitutions,  I  have 
by-laws,  records,  charters,  and  witnessed  an  exemp- 
li e  work  of  the  several  degrees,  and  in  some  cases 
rehearsal  of  the  lectures.  In  all  the  Lodges  (with 
gle  exception)  the  work  has  been  well  done,  —  as 
ordance  with  the  ritual  prescribed  by  the  Grand 
ild  be  expected.  In  case  of  the  exception  above 
am  happy  to  state  that  steps  have  been  taken  to 
-vices  of  a  Grand  Lecturer,  which  will  doubtless 
18 
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place  that  Lodge  on  an  equality  with  the  other  Lodges  in  the 
District.  Among  the  Lodges  generally,  I  notice  that  from  year 
to  year  there  seems  to  be  increased  attention  given  to  perfecting 
themselves  in  the  work  and  lectures,  as  laid  down  by  the  Grand 
Lodge, 

The  secretaries  of  the  several  Lodges  have,  as  a  general  thing, 
performed  their  duties  with  fidelity,  as  is  attested  by  their  neat 
and  accurately  kept  records. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
brethren  of  the  district,  for  the  very  hospitable  manner  in  which, 
as  your  representative,  I  have  been  received  on  the  occasion  of 
my  visitations. 

And,  sir,  thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  my  appointment  as 
District  Deputy,  and  the  many  acts  of  kindness  at  your  hands,  I 
remain,  yours  fraternally, 

DAVID  W,  CRAFTS, 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT, 

To  the  M.  W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sib  and  Brother,  —  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  submit  my 
report  relating  to  the  District  under  my  official  charge.  In  allud- 
ing to  the  present  condition  of  the  various  Lodges  composing  the 
Eleventh  Masonic  District,  it  is  my  design  to  briefly  note  the 
impression  I  have  formed  of  each,  through  the  medium  of  my 
offid&l  visitations;  and  at  the  outset,  I  desire  to  impress  upon 
your  mind  the  fact,  that  thus  far  I  have  witnessed  nothing  what- 
ever to  condemn,  but  on  the  contrary  the  character  and  conduct 
of  every  Lodge  within  my  jurisdiction  is  not  only  worthy  of  my 
highest  commendation,  but  by  their  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  excellent  rendering  of  their  work,  its  close  alliance  to  the 
standard  presented  by  the  Grand  Lecturers ,  the  general  high 
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ocial  position  of  their  members,  as  well  as  the  har- 
3od  fellowship  prevailing,  render  them,  as  a  body, 
pies  for  general  emulation.  The  annexed  table  will 
dea  of  the  amount  of  work  accomplished  by  each 


Location. 

Members. 

Initiated. 

1  .     .     .  . 

Charlestown  .... 

213 

10 

»>  .... 

143 

88 

152 

22 

.     J  .  . 

East  Cambridge  .   .  . 

87 

6 

76 

9 

123 

34 

West  Cambridge  .   .  . 

133 

22 

em  .   .  . 

190 

24 

116 

11 

155 

15 

Newtonville  .... 

112 

15 

an  .   .  . 

86 

11 

1,536 

217 

and  largest  Lodge  in  this  District  is  King  Solo- 
a.rlestown,  chartered  A.L.  5783.  This  Lodge, 
ts  organization  intact,  and  holding  its  communica- 
ruptedly  throughout  the  fiery  ordeal  of  "  Anti- 
les,  has  descended  to  us  without  a  single  stain  to 
cutcheon,  and  is  still  as  fruitful  and  vigorous  as  any 
ly  situated  within  our  jurisdiction, 
adge,  Henry  Prick,  convenes  in  the  same  hall,  and 
I  the  degrees  upon  the  extraordinary  number  of 
andidates  since  their  last  annual  return.  From  the 
cputation  of  this  Lodge  for  skill  and  fidelity,  I  am 
due  vigilance  has  been  exercised,  and  that  none 
e  been  admitted  to  the  rights  and  benefits  of  our 
ition. 

ott  Lodge,  of  Sohervtlle,  always  one  of  the  best, 
s  its  high  reputation  for  work  and  the  many  excel- 
adorn  the  masonic  character,  and  under  its  present 
t  fail  to  add  fresh  laurels  to  those  already  honorably 
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At  Putnam  Lodge,  East  Cambridge,  it  was  my  rare  privilege 
to  listen  to  a  fine  exemplification  of  the  work  by  a  eon  of  one  of 
it>  Past  Masters,  who  promises  to  increase  nintcrisill v  the  excelled! 
reputation  of  this  Lodge,  so  largely  indebted  to  his  honored  father, 

Mount  Horeb  Lodge,  of  Woburk,  occupies  an  honorable 
position  among  her  sister  Lodges,  and  under  the  leadership  of  a 
brother  so  well  versed  in  masonic  work,  so  thoroughly  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  the  fraternity,  and  withal  so  modest  and  unassum- 
ing, it  cannot  recede  from  the  true  masonic  standard. 

Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  of  Malden,  is  found  to  be  in  an  excel- 
lent and  prosperous  condition.  Well  officered,  possessing  plenty 
of  first  class  material,  both  in  the  Lodge  us  members,  and  among 
the  general  community  as  candidates,  nothing  further  seems 
necessary  to  insure  continued  and  permanent  success.  In  the 
number  of  initiates,  this  Lodge  stands  second  upon  the  list,  hav- 
ing conferred  the  degrees  upon  thirty-four  e&ndi<faft«ft 

Hiram  Lodge,  of  West  Cambridge,  pro  verb  i  til  for  the  talents 
and  high  masonic  culture  of  its  members,  and  their  generous 
hospitality,  convinced  me,  during  my  official  visitation,  that  in 
both  respects  their  reputation  had  not  been  unworthily  bestowed* 

That  old  and  excellent  Lodge,  Star  of  Betiileiie m,  Chelsea  , 
having  recently  enlarged  and  remodelled  their  hall,  are  at  present 
in  the  possession  of  apartments  superior  to  any  in  the  District ; 
and  the  character  of  its  work,  as  witnessed  by  me,  correspond* 
therewith,  approaching  the  highest  degree  of  excellence. 

At  Mount  Hermon  Lodge,  Medeord,  I  witnessed,  to  my  grat- 
ification, the  conferring  of  the  second  degree  upon  a  rami  kittle, 
who,  previous  to  the  ceremony,  was  conducted  into  the  Lodge 
and  lectured  by  the  W.M.  upon  the  preceding  degree,  all  the 
questions  being  answered  promptly,  and  with  a  remarkable  degree 
of  accuracy ;  thus  proving  that  in  this  Lodge  the  interrogatory, 
u  Has  he  made  suitable  proficiency?"  etc.,  is  not  an  idle  question, 
nor  is  the  answer  thereto  a  falsity.  Could  this  course  of  proce- 
dure be  generally  adopted,  the  craft  would  be  highly  benefited, 
inasmuch  as  every  Mason  would  then  be  able  to  make  himself 
known  to  a  brother,  or  work  his  way  into  a  Lodge,  and  never 
suffer  under  the  imputation  of  being  an  impostor. 
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e  past  year  the  members  of  Wyoming  Lodge,  of 
ve  been  deprived  of  their  masonic  home,  fire  having 
ir  former  elegant  apartments,  since  which  time  they 
ticipants  of  the  generous  hospitality  of  Mount  Ver- 
rf  Maiden.  A  new  building  is  now  in  process  of 
;heir  accommodation,  designed  to  eclipse  any  hall  in 
and  possibly  the  State,  in  point  of  adaptability  for 
K>se8.  Under  attending  circumstances,  little  could 
of  this  Lodge,  but  I  am  happy  to  state  that  during 
r  the  brethren  have  generally  performed  their  ma- 
with  alacrity.  The  W.M.  and  his  under  officers 
;d  themselves  in  a  praiseworthy  manner,  and  all  are 
te  themselves  anew  to  the  cause,  upon  the  completion 
temple. 

remind  you,  sir,  that  the  interests  of  Dalhousie 
ewtonville,  are  teuderly  cared  for  by  an  honored 
Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
perhaps  all  that  need  be  said ;  still  their  fine  work, 
and  overflowing  hospitality  are  deserving  of  the 
>,  and  I  cheerfully  render  it. 

;est  Lodge  under  my  official  charge  is  William  Park- 
ch ester,  a  first  class  Lodge  in  every  respect.  Pro- 
r  work,  careful  in  the  selection  of  candidates,  and 
cial  qualities  of  the  highest  order,  the  members  of 
lay  congratulate  themselves  upon  occupying  a  prom- 
in  the  Eleventh  District. 

M.W.  Grand  Master,  in  closing  this  communication, 
say,  that  if  I  have  been,  lavish  in  my  praise  of  the 
n  my  jurisdiction,  it  is  because  I  could  discover 
tever  of  sufficient  consequence  to  censure,  which 
mind  a  belief  that  the  Eleventh  must  be  the  Banner 
s  Commonwealth.  With  many  thanks  for  the  honor 
yon  have  conferred  upon  me  by  your  appointment, 
iments  of  the  highest  personal  esteem, 
[  am,  fraternally  yours, 

S.  O.  DEARBORN, 
D.  D.  G.  M.  Eleventh  Masonic  District. 

>mber  4,  1866. 
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TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

T-  Tmarles  C.  Dame,  M.W.  Grand  Matttrr  tf  thr  Ormid  h>d$t  of 
Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  sub- 
mit iny  report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  Twelfth 
Hamuli c  District  for  the  past  masonic  year. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  private  business,  and  to  various 
engagements  incident  thereto,  I  have  been  unable  to  attend  but 
very  few  of  the  meetings  of  the  Lodges  in  my  District,  except  oo 
the  occasions  of  my  official  visitations.  But  I  am  happy  to 
announce  to  you,  as  the  Official  Head  of  our  Order  in  tins  Com- 
moo  wealth,  that  the  several  Lodges  in  the  District  are  in  excel* 
leu  I  condition,  and,  as  a  general  thing,  working  harmoniously* 
At  no  time  siuce  my  connection  with  the  fraternity  lias  Masonry, 
in  my  judgment,  been  more  popular  in  the  community  than  at 
the  present  time  ;  and  I  am  sure  that  at  no  time  since  my  official 
connection  with  the  Twelfth  District  have  I  seen  the  masonic 
work  so  well  performed  by  all  the  Lodges  in  lhat  Districi,  without 
an  except iou,  as  upon  the  occasions  of  my  official  visitations  tbii 
year.  Strict  attention  to  the  details  of  the  work,  and  to  various 
matters  which  tend  not  ouly  to  favorably  impress  the  candidate, 
but  also  to  increase  the  interest  and  intention  of  the  brethren 
present  is,  at  all  times,  of  the  utmost  importance  when  conferring 
the  degrees;  and  I  am  most  happy  to  say  that  this  attention 
has  been  a  marked  characteristic  in  the  working  of  all  the  Lodges 
under  my  jurisdiction  this  year,  some  to  a  greater  extent  than 
others,  but  all  sufficiently  so  to  warrant  my  warmest  commenda- 
tion. 

All  official  visitations  have  been  attended  by  myself  personal!?, 
with  a  single  exception,  —  that  of  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  at  South  Bos- 
ton. The  meeting  assigned  for  the  visitation  of  that  Lodge 
J  ;i  |  [K  Qing  upon  the  evening  of  the  annual  State  election,  I  could 
not  coaveniently  attend,  and,  therefore,  deputed  W.  Br*  Theodore 
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Fast  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  to  officiate  iu  my 
•eport  made  to  me  by  him,  as  well  as  the  official 
ah  undent  evidence  of  the  healthy  condition  of  that 
this  service  of  Br,  Emmons,  and  for  a  similar  ser- 
,  as  well  as  for  his  two  years  of  valuable  assistance 
Grand  Marshal,  I  feel  that  this  public  acknowledg- 
ing table,  compiled  from  the  Annual  Returns t 
glance  the  condition  and  workings  of  the  several 
}  Twelfth  District  on  the  first  day  of  September, 


Local  i..n, 

No.  «f 
Mmtben- 

Nr>,  of 

No.  cf 

It- 

li'-ji  -  Li";.*. 

Itoxbury  .    ,  . 

24 

No  work. 

lius  ton  ... 

45 

6 

0 

Hoxhury  .    ,  „ 

16 

7 

Boston  *   «    .  • 

m 

4 

8 

Boston.    .    ,  . 

220 

33 

I 

Boston  ♦    .    .  • 

2*2 

22 

South  Boston  * 

2ib 

27 

7 

Boston ,    ,    *  ♦ 

43 

5 

1 

Cambridge    .    ♦  " 

74 

20 

9 

Dorchester   .  * 

162 

16 

2 

Canibridgeport  . 

216 

15 

6 

Boston .... 

10 

2 

rvple  . 

South  Boston  . 

106 

26 

19 

South  Boston*  * 

1,911 

198 

Jgoing  abstract  it  will  appear  that  the  work  in  my 
he  last  year  has  been  considerably  less  than  during 
fear.    But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  previous 

of  extraordinary  prosperity  in  this  particular  Dis- 
t  the  returns  of  that  year  were  largely  in  advance  of 

year  in  the  same  District,  as  well  as  in  advance 
District  in  the  State  in  that  particular  year- 
ership  in  most  of  the  Lodges  has  increased  during 
ig  an  aggregate  gain  of  a  little  over  six  per  cent ; 
hole,  the  several  bodiea  may  be  regarded  as  being 
>us  condition.    I  am  sorry  to  sayt  however,  that  in 


»  Instituted  since  Sept.  1.  No  work  —  no  returna. 
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one  or  two  Lodges  there  have  been  elements  of  discord  intro- 
duced, similar  in  character  to  those  referred  to  in  my  last  annual 
report,  which  have  tended  somewhat  to  check  the  growth T  pros- 
perity, and  usefulness  of  those  particular  Lodges.  In  ihe  dis- 
charge of  my  official  duty,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  rebuke  those 
who  have  thus  violated  their  masonic  obligation! ;  and*  without 
mentioning  here  the  name  of  any  particular  Lodge  as  being  thus 
guilty,  I  desire  to  say,  that,  in  my  judgment,  whenever  the  mem- 
bers of  any  Lodge  are  so  divided  among  themselves  upon  outside 
qu&tioni  relating  to  politics,  religion,  temperance,  &eM  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  entirely  stop  the  workings  of  the  Lodge  for  more 
than  half  of  the  entire  masonic  year  (as  has  been  the  case  with 
one  Lodge  in  my  District),  that  Lodge  ii  no  longer  a  masonic 
institution  within  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  our  Order,  and 
should  be  required  forthwith  to  surrender  its  charter*  unless  har- 
mony be  at  once  restored.  I  trust  the  admonition  already  giveo, 
in  the  ease  above  alluded  to,  will  not  go  unheeded  ;  and  sincerely 
hope  that  it  may  result  beneficially  to  all  concerned. 

In  closing  this  the  last  official  communication  which  I  shall 
have  the  honor  to  submit  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  I 
desire  to  express  thus  publicly  my  most  sincere  aud  hearty  thanks 
to  the  officers  and  members  of  the  several  Lodges  in  the  Twelfth 
District  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy  exi ended  to  me 
personally,  as  well  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
during  my  four  years  of  official  service.  I  desire  also  to  recog- 
nize, and  to  most  thankfully  acknowledge,  the  many  valuable 
services  rendered  me  by  those  brethren  who  have  so  frequently 
and  so  readily  aided  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  by  accom- 
panying me  upon  my  official  visitations. 

Thanking  you,  M.W.  Grand  Master,  for  the  high  honor 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  office  which  I  now  surrender,  permit 
me  to  congratulate  you,  and  the  fraternity  generally,  upon  the 
present  high  state  of  prosperity  of  Freemasonry  in  Massachusetts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself, 

Most  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

N.  A.  THOMPSON, 
D.  D.  Q.  M.  Twelfth  District* 


.1ST  OF  LODGES 


UNDER  TUB  JURISDICTION  OF 


XI)  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


ACCORDING  TO  DISTRICTS. 


District  Xo.  I.  (Boston.) 
r,  JAMES  A.  FOX,  OF  BOSTON. 


mi  (1733). 
loston  (1756). 
,  Boston  (1770). 
ton  (17%), 
rg  Boston  (1801)  . 
East  Boston  (1S46). 
toaton  (1353). 


Gerxania,  Boston  (1855). 
Winslow  Lewis,  Boston(1856). 
Reverb,  Boston  (1856). 
Joseph  Warren,  Boston  (1857). 
Hamkatt,  East  Boston  (1860). 
Abbrdoc7r,  Boston  (1861). 
Eleusis,  Boston  (1865). 


istjuct  No,  II.  (Charlestown.) 

S.   O,   DEARBORN,  OF  MELROSE. 


Chartestown  (1788). 
Lynn  (1805). 
HEX,Chebea(lS4S). 
,  Mod  ford  (18&4). 
m  (1857). 


14 


Mount  Vernon,  Maiden  (1856). 
Henry  Price,  Charles  town  (1859). 
Golden  Fleece,  Lynn  (1865). 
William  Sutton,  Sangus  (U.D.). 
Robert  Lass,  Chelsea  (U.D.). 
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District  No.  III.  (Roxbtot.) 
R.W.  CEPHAS  BRIGHAM,  OF  AUBURXDALE. 


Middlesex,  Framingham  (1795). 
Washington,  Roxbury  (1797). 
Usion,  Dorchester  (1796). 
Mkridian,  Natick  (1797). 
Jii  THE8DA,  Brighton  (1819). 
St.  Paul's,  South  Boston  (1847). 


Gate  of  the  Tlmple,  South  Bottom 
(1856). 

Dalhousie,  NewtonrilTe  (1861), 
Lafayette,  Roxbury  (1866). 
Adelphi,  Soiuli  Boston  ( 1666}. 
Eliot,  West  Koxbuiy  (L\D,)« 


District  No.  IV.  (Cambridge.) 
R.W.  HENRY  ENDICOTT,  OF  CAME  RIDGE  PORT. 


Cobinthian,  Concord  (1797). 

West  Cambridge  (1797). 
Amicable,  Cambridgeport  (1805). 
Monitor,  Waltham  (1820). 
Putnam,  East  Cambridge  (1854). 


Pequossette,  Watertowu  (1857), 
John  Abbot,  Soroerville  (1858), 
Mt.  Olivet,  Old  Cambridge  (1864). 
Belmont,  Belmont  ( 1865). 


District  No.  V.  (Salem.) 
R.W.  GEORGE  A.  PEIRSON,  OF  SALEM. 


Philanthropic,  Marblehead  (1760). 
Tvrian,  Gloucester  (1770). 
Essex,  Salem  (1779). 
Jordan,  South  Dan  vers  (1808). 
Liberty,  Beverly  (1824). 


Ashler,  Rockport  (1852). 
Amity,  ban  vera  (1868), 
Starr  Kino,  Salem  (1865). 
John  T.  Heard,  Ipswich  (1866). 
Acacia,  Gloucester  ( 1866). 


District  No. 
R.W.  LEMUEL  A. 

St,  John's,  Newburyport  (1766). 
Merbimac,  Haverhill  (1802). 
St.  Mark's,  Newburyport  (1803). 
Warren,  Amesbury  (1822). 
St.  Matthew's,  Andover  (1822). 


VI.  (Newburyport.) 
BISHOP,  OF  LAWRENCE, 

Grecian,  Iawrenee  (1825). 
John  Hancock,  Methuen  (1860). 
Tuscan,  Lawrence  (1863). 
Saooahew,  Haverhill  (1865). 
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District  No.  VII.  (Lowell.) 
CHARLES  KIMBALL,  OF  LOWELL. 


ton  (1797), 
urg  (1801). 
well  (1807). 
,  Lowell  (1858). 
Woburn  (1865). 


Caleb  Butler,  Groton  June.  (1859). 
Wm.  Parkman,  Winchester  (1865). 
Chas.  W.  ModfeE,  Fitchburg  (1866). 
Kilwinning,  Lowell  (U.D.). 


isteict  No.  VIII.  (Greenfield.) 
PHAMA  F.  CONKEY,  OF  AMHERST. 

rcotifiolil  (1795).  Orange,  Orange  (1860). 

hfield  \  170G).  Hope,  Gardner  (1865). 

pst  (1801).  Star,  Athol  (1865). 

Ibumc  Falls  (1806).  Artisan,  Winchenden  (1866). 

1  (1825). 


DISTRICT  NO.  IX.   (PlTT8nELD . ) 

2NEY   CHICKERING,   OF  PITTSFIELD. 


Lee  (1 795), 

Barriii^on  (1795). 
irtb  Adams  (1796). 
Stockbridge  (1808). 


Mystic,  Pittsfield  (1810). 
Mount  Mobiah,  Westfield  (1856). 
Berkshire,  South  Adams  (1858). 
Huntington,  Huntington  (U.D.). 


District  No.  X.  (Springfield.) 

VID  W,  CRAFTS,  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 


r  (1796). 

rtbamptoo  (1797). 
ngfield  (1817). 
:upee  (1848). 
.ulvuke  (1850). 


Quaboao,  Warren  (1859). 
Day  Spring,  Monson  (1868). 
Hatden,  Brookfield  (1868). 
Roswbll  Lee,  Springfield  (1864). 
Eden,  Ware  (1865). 


District  No.  XI.  (Worcester.) 
A.    A.   BURDITT,   OF  CLINTON. 


,  Worcester  (1798). 
larre  (1800). 
m  (1858), 
Worcester  (1859). 
REjf.Marlboro^lSeO). 


Quinebaug,  Southbridge  (1860). 
Wilder,  Leominster  (1860). 
Doric,  Feitonville  (1864). 
North  Star,  Ashland  (1865). 
Athelstane,  Worcester  (1866). 
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District  No.  XII.  (Melfohb.) 
R.W.  HENRY  C.  SKINNER,  OF  MIXFORD. 


Mon  t  Cj  o  m  e  n  r,  Milford  (1797). 
Olive  Branch,  Sutton  (1797). 
Solomon's  Temple, tVxbridge(1818). 
Fbanklin,  Grafton  (1862). 
Blackstonb    River,  Blackstone 
(1856). 


Webster,  Webster  (1859). 
Oxford,  Oxford  (1860), 
John  Warren,  Hopkinton  (1861). 
Mount  Hollis,  Holliston  (1865). 
Siloam,  Weitboro'  (U.D.). 


District  No. 

R.W.  JONATHAN  R. 

Bristol,  Attleboro'  (1797). 
Kino  David,  Taunton  (1798). 
Rising  Stab,  Stoughton  (1799). 
St.  Aldan's,  Fojtboro'  (1818). 
Orient,  South  Dedham  (1862). 


Xm.  (Taunton-) 

GAY,   OF  STOUGHTON. 

Blue  Hill,  Canton  (1864). 
St.  James,  Mansfield  ( 1866). 
Alfred  Baylies,  Taunton  (1866). 
Htdb  Park,  Dorchester  (1866). 
Ionic,  Taunton  (U.DJ. 


District  No.  XIV.  (New  Bedford.) 
IUV.    GEORGE   H.    TABER,    CF  FAIRHAVEN. 


Marine,  Falmouth  (1798). 

>i  w:  in  the  East,  New  Bedford 

(1823). 

Mount  Hons,  Fall  River  (1824). 
Eureka,  New  Bedford  (1858). 
Martha's  ViK»TARD,Tisburj(1860). 


Pythagorian,  Marion  (1863). 
Pioneer,  Somerset  (1864). 
Mayflower,  Middleboro*  (1865). 
Kino  Philip,  Fall  River  (i860). 
Oriental^  Edgartown  (U.D.), 


District  No.  XV.  (Barnstable,) 
R.W.    REV.    R.    S.    POPE,   OF  HYANNIS, 


Union,  Nantucket  (1771). 
Kino  Hi  bam,  Provincetown  (1796). 
Fraternal,  Hjannia  (1801). 
Social  Harmony,  Wareham  (1828). 
Ml  Hqeeb,  Wast  Harwich  (1866). 


DeWittCllnton,  Sandwich  (1866), 
Pilgrim,  South  Harwich  ( 1860). 
James  Otis,  Barnstable  (1366)- 
Adams,  Welffleet  (1866). 
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District  No.  XVI.  (Plymouth.) 

Z.    L,    BICKNELL,   OF  WEYMOUTH. 


h  Bingham  (1792). 
Bridgewater  (1797). 

cy  (1801)* 

fK,  Duxbury  (1808). 
n*s,  Randolph  (1819). 
we,  Weymouth  (1826). 


Plymouth,  Plymouth  (1825). 
Paul  Reverb,  North  Bridgewater 

(1857). 

John  Cutler,  Abington  (1860). 
Kokohabsett,  Cohassett  (1866). 


1GE  H.  KENDALL,  DEPUTY  FOB  CHILI,  S.A. 

'alparaiso,  South  Ame-  I  Hiram  of  Copiapo,  Copiapo,  Chili, 
|     S.A.  (1858). 


LKS  E.  HILL,  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  FOR  CHINA. 
sdmabk  op  Hoxo  Qus  Shanghae  (1864). 


ID  H.  HARTLEY,  Lima,  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  FOR 
PERU. 

in bon  Lodge  At  Arica. 


COLOMBIA. — Iithmui  Lodge,  at  Panama. 


I 


PERMANENT  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Past  (Brant)  JWasUra. 

tOBIXSON   6845. 

E  M.  RANDALL   6861. 

.EWIS,  M.D.   5864. 

IARD,  Esq   6867. 

.  COOLIDGE,  Esq   6861. 

ARKMAN,  Esq   5868. 

Past  Bqrotjr  (Brant)  JHagtcr*. 

A.  DAME,  Esq   6882. 

SMITH,  Esq.  .      .   6887. 

\  WELLS        .      .      .   :f.      ....  6844. 

PAIGE,  Esq.  .    6861. 

T\  LOW,  M.D   6854. 

,ES  R.  TRAIN   5869. 

!.  SMITH,  M.D   6860. 

WARREN   6861. 

I  ALL  F,  WILDER   6862. 

DAME,  Esq   6868. 

Past  Senior  (Brant)  fHartotn*. 

\S  TOLMAN   5840. 

RWOOD,  M.D   6868. 

SPOFFORD,  M.D   6854. 

AM  C.  PLUNKETT   6855. 
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BRADFORD  L.  WALES,  MJD.  .    5857, 

H  E  X  R  Y  GODDARD,  Esq   6858. 

LORENZO  H.  GAM  WELL,  Esq.       .                   .  6859* 

JOEL  SPALDING,  M.D                                        .  6660. 

WILLIAM  NORTH,  Esq   6861- 

HENKY  CHICKERING,  Esq.      .      .    •   6862. 

WILLIAM  W.  BAKER,  Esq   6863. 

WILLIAM  S.  GARDNER,  Esq  •  6664. 

WENDELL  T.  DAVIS,  Esq.      .......  5865, 

Past  Junior  (Skanfc  OSartrng. 

THOMAS  POWER,  Esq   5&43. 

JOHN  HEWS,  Esq   6844. 

WILLIAM  EATON,  Esq   685L 

JOHN  FLINT,  M.D  ■  6852. 

JONAS  A.  MARSHALL,  M.D   6854. 

SAMUEL  K.  HUTCHINSON,  Esq   6865. 

JOHN.  H.  SHEPPARD,  Esq   58o7, 

ISAAC  HULL  WRIGHT,  Esq.   .......  6856. 

CHARLES  BOBBINS,  Esq   6850. 

PETER  C.  JONES,  Esq   6862. 

DANIEL  REYNOLDS,  Esq.   6803. 

BENJAMIN  DEAN,  Esq   6864. 

SOLON  THORNTON,  Esq   6865, 


GRAND  SECRETARY'S  ADDRESS: 

IARLKS  W.  MOOR£,  Freemasons'  Hall. 
No.  10  Bum m kb  Strekt,  Boston,  Mass. 


)CEEDIN6S  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE 


PKoet  ancient  anil  ffymotafile  Jratetm'tg 


i  -    i  ,«.r 

lb 


LND  ACCEPTED  MASONS, 


MONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


THE  MOST  ANCIENT  AND  HONORABLE  GRAND  LODGES  IN 
[>  AMERICA,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  OLD  CONSTITUTIONS. 


From  March  18  to  Dee.  97,  1867; 

UNO  ITS  ONE  HUN1>BXn  AKD  THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNIYXRSARY. 


i . 


% 
i 

i  t 
i. 


2HARLES  C.  DAME,  GRAND  MASTER. 


QrUereft  to  be  Kesft  in  all  tljc  Hoftges. 


BOSTON: 
STED  BY  EDWARD  S.  COOMBS  &  CO. 
1868. 


• 

CONTENTS. 


Page 

t  ati on,  March  13,  A.L.  5867  .  9 
 •       .       .  9 

.  Godfrey   11 

  11 

Master's  Address   11 

  17 

  18 

18 

e  Constitutions   19 

[cation,  June  12,  A.L.  6867    ....  20 

  20 

R.  B.  Dean,  W.M.  of  Berkshire  Lodge     .      .  21 

  22 

  .      .  28 

  28 

Solomon's  Lodge   24 

.Hamilton   26 

ford  A.  Bucklin   27 

uentg  to  the  Constitutions   28 

fvw  Masonic  Temple   29 

^resident   29 

dent   80 

Resident   31 

no*,  June  24,  A.L.  6867    .       .             .      .  32 

 \  82 

onies   38 

?sidcat  of  the  United  States  42 


V  CONTENTS. 

The  Procession   4 

Escort   ,  4 

The  Lodges  \ 

First  Division — Boston  District     .......  ! 

Second  Division — Charles  town  District  ^ 

Third  Division — Roxbury  District  ^ 

Fourth  Division — Cambridge  District   ......  4 

Fifth  Division — Salem  District  ....... 

Sixth  Division — Newburvport  District  

Seventh  Division — Lowell  District  • 

Eighth  Division — Greenfield  District 

Seventeenth  Division — Visiting  Brethren     .  »  i 

Ninth  Division — Pittsfield  District  ...... 

Tenth  Division — Springfield  District   ♦ 

Eleventh  Division — Worcester  District  < 

Twelfth  Division — Milford  District 

Thirteenth  Division — Taunton  District  I 

Fourteenth  Division — New  Bedford  District . 
Fifteenth  Division — Barnstable  District 

Sixteenth  Division — Plymouth  District  I 

Eighteenth  Division — Royal  Arch  Chapters  

The  March  

Exercises  at  Music  Hall ......  * 

Oration  ,      *      *  J 

Grand  Banquet  ,  « 

Speech  of  President  Johnson  

Gen.  L.  H.  Rousseau  

N.  A.  Thompson  

Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks      ....       .  . 

Charles  Levi  Woodbury       ....  . 

WilHam  Sewall  Gardner       ....  . 

Isaac  Hull  Wright  i 


;uarterly  Communication,  Sept.  11,  A.L.  5867 

Officers  Present  *  ... 

Report  of  Committee  on  Suspension  of  R.  B.  Dean 

Report  of  Committee  on  Memorial  of  King  Solomon's  Lodpe 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitutions 

William  Sutton  Lodge   

Expulsions  ......... 

Amendments  to  Constitution  Part  IV.  Article  2  . 
Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia  . 
Communication  from  St.  John's  Lodge  of  Boston 
Amendments  to  the  Constitutions  ..... 

Appointment  of  Committee  to  prepare  a  New  B  u  rial  Service 


CONTENTS.  V 

Communication,  Dec.  11,  A.L.  5867    114 

■a  Present  114 

jodge   116 

lgton  Lodge  116 

t  Lash  Lodge    .  .   117 

8  C.  Dame  Lodge  117 

t  of  Committee  on  case  of  Warren  Blackman  .  .  .118 
t  of  Committee  on  case  of  Henry  N.  Carter  .  .  .  .118 
t  of  Committee  on  case  of  John  Goodwin    .      .      .  .118 

>n  of  Officers  119 

t  of  Committee  on  Petition  of  St.  John's  Lodge  .    •  .      .  120 

orating  Lodges  121 

sion  of  R.  B.  Dean  121 

lunication  from  King  Solomon's  Lodge  ....  121 
t  of  Special  Committee  on  Charity  121 

ommunication,  Dec.  27,  A.L.  68G7  122- 

•s  Present  122 

ation  of  Officers  123 

ittee  on  Charity  126 

il  Address  of  Grand  Master        .      .      .      .      .  .125 

us  in  ess  of  the  Year  128 

edication  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple        ....  129 

he  Temple  and  its  cost  •  .  130 

npitation  Tax   .      .  .131 

nauthorized  Publications  134 

ur  Foreign  Relations  134 

rand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia  184 

roposed  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Brunswick    ....  136 

rand  Orient  of  France  135 

rand  Orient  of  Peru  .136 

ur  Own  Jurisdiction   .      .  137 

ualifications  for  Election  137 

oard  of  Directors  138 

onclusion  138 

rf  Thanks  to  R.W.  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore  ....  139 
t  of  R.W.  Br.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  as  delegate  to  the  World's 

onvention  of  Freemasons  at  Paris  139 

t  of  Committee  on  Grand  Lodge  Library  .  .  .  .142 
itation  of  Portrait  of  H.R.H.  Prince  Frederick     .  .143 

of  District  Deputies   147 

District   147 

d  District   150 

District   152 


vl  CONTEXTS, 
Fourth  District  

Fifth  District        .      .      .      ,   ]h 

Nixth  District  ,      ...  15 

Seventh  District   16 

Eighth  District  +   j« 

Ninth  District  *   M 

Tenth  District   ft 

Eleventh  District   1$ 

Twelfth  District   171 

Thirteenth  District   Ifl 

Fourteenth  District   Ifl 

Piflcunth  District  ..........  171 

Sixteenth  District  .       .   m 

S]h  rial  Deputy  for  China   m 

Recapitulation  B  igj 


List  of  Lodges 

1*e bmankst  Members 


TRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 


%hs\mt  of  $)iotee)>ings 

OF  THE 

)  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 
March  13,  A.L.  5867. 

rly  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand 
Massachusetts  was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall, 
•eet,  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  March  13,  A.L. 

Present. 


i  C.  Dame    Grand  Master. 

A,  Thompson    ....  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

P,  Outer   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

if  ulliken    Junior  Grand  Warden. 

:Clellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

W,  Moore   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

L,  Woodbury     .   .   .  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Dadmdn      ....  Grand  Chaplain. 

K  Sthatton      ....  Grand  Marshal. 

  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Perkins,  >   Grand  Stewards. 

[eywood    ......  Grand  Pursuivant. 

;ao"'  [   Grand  Lecturers. 

ho  DBS   Grand  Organist. 

at   Grand  Tyler. 
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District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

ILW.  James  A.  Fox   District  No,  1 

K.W.  S.  O.  Dearborn  ,  District  No>  2 

K.W.  Henry  Endicott  ,    ,  District  NU  I 

K.W.  George  H.  Pierson  -  .  District  No.  S 

H.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop   District  No  S 

K.W.  Charles  Kimball   .   .   .    .  District  No.  7 

R.W.  Ithamar  F.  Conkey   District  No,  8 

K.W.  David  W.  Crafts  .    .    .    .    ;   .  District  No.  IK 

K.W.  A.  A.  Burditt  .    .   ,    ,  District  No.  11 

K.W.  Henry  C.  Skinner  .  District  No.  12 

R.W.  George  H.  Taber  , .    ,    .    .  District  Nr».  14 

K,W.  Rev.  R,  S.  Pope   District  N,i.  io 

R.W.  Z.  L.  Bicknell   District  No.  IG 

Permanent  Members. 

R.W.  Simon  W.  Robinson   Patst  Grand  Master. 

K<W.  Winslow  Lewis  IP  pJ 

E.W.  William  D.  Coolidge  

K.W.  A.  A.  Dame   Past  Deputy  Grand  Muter 

KW.E.  M.  P.  Wells  „  mm 

K.W.  L.  R.  Paige  „ 

R.W.  G.  W.  Warren  „ 

R.W.  M.  P.  Wilder  ,  " 

K.W.William  W.  Baker    Past  Grand  Warden.  " 

R.W.  William  S.  Gardner  „  n 

K.W.  S.  K.  Hutchinson  „  tl 

R.W.  Isaac  H.  Wright  ti 

K.W.  Peter  C.  Jones  , 

K.W.  Daniel  Reynolds  H 

K,W.  Benjamin  Dean  

1LW.  Solon  Thornton  

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  2  o'clock, 
f,M.    Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  Proceedings  of  Pilgrim  Lodge  vs.  Z,  H,  Godfrey 
were  presented  and  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  R.  S.  Pope, 
Winslow  Lewis,  and  W.  Brother  Hey  wood,  who  subsequently 
offered  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted,  and  tins 
expulsion  of  said  Godfrey  was  confirmed  ;  — 
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LSION  OF  Z.  U.  GODFREY. 

whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  the  exptil- 
rey,  a  member  of  Pilgrim  Lodge,  from  the 
of  Masonry,  have  attended  to  that  duty  mid 

amined  a  certified  copy  of  the  proceeding 
is  case.  They  find  in  it  some  irrv;:u  lan- 
ded had  notice  of  the  charges,  and  full  oppor- 
n  his  defence,  and  failed  to  appear  at  the 
imised  to  be  present  thereat,  and  as  it  ap- 
1  that  the  charges  were  clearly  and  eondu- 
>f  such  a  character  as  to  fnlly  warrant  the 
Godfrey  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
vote  of  the  Lodge  for  expulsion  was  tinan- 
ttee  would  therefore  recommend  iLit  [lu- 
be confirmed. 

R.  S.  POPE,  for  the  Committee* 

PROXIES. 

ethren  were  recognized  as  Proxies  :  Br. 
Trinity  Lodge ;  Br.  M.  I.  Doaki\  for 
;e ;  and  Br.  William  M.  Ward,  for  Qua- 

>N  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

,m  S.  Gardner  offered  the  following  lie- 
opted  without  a  dissenting  vote :  — 

-  In  Grand  Lodge,  March  13,  AX.  6807. 
whom  was  referred  the  Annual  Address  of 
aster,  respectfully  submit  the  following  par- 
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In  relation  to  that  part  of  the  Address  relating  to  the  liquida- 
tiou  of  t  h«  debt,  the  Grand  Master  remarked  as  follows:  "  For 
the  h< initiation  of  the  debt  that  will  be  incurred  in  the  erection  of 
the  Temple,  I  would  suggest  that  a  sinking-fund  should  bt 
j m -''led,  to  be  applied  to  that  purpose.  Thi>  fund  should  rvr.-m 
the  surplus  income  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  its  real  estate  and 
other  sources,  after  paying  the  interest  on  its  debt  and  meeting 
its  current  expenses.  In  addition  to  this,  I  would  recomineDtl 
lhat  rneh  initiate,  hereafter,  be  required  to  pay  di  redly  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  through  the  treasurer  of  the  Lodge  where  be  it 
initiated,  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  Hie  payment  oi 
this  debt,  or  added  to  the  sinking-fund  for  that  purpose.  By  this 
arrangement  the  Grand  Lodge  would  in  a  few  years  have  ibeir 
entire  property  free  from  all  incumbrances,  and  the  subordinate 
Lodges  would  be  relieved  of  a  large  portion  of  thrir  annual  dues 
to  the  Grand  Body;  abundant  means  would  also  thereafter  be 
renhzed  to  enable  us  to  dispense  our  charities  with  a  liberal 
hand," 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  this  portion  of  the  Address  deserves  the  most  careful 
attention,  and  the  brethren  called  upon  to  consider  this  important 
subject  should  have  full  information  concerning  the  (MGBSM 
iii id  ■<  u  mplated  expenses  of  the  Grand  Body.  At  the  Quar- 
terly  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  in  the  month 
June,  18G4,  the  members  instructed  the  Corporate  Directors  to 
proceed  immediately  to  erect  a  Masonic  Temple  upon  the  site  of 
the  Winthrop  House,  which  in  the  month  of  April  preceding  hid 
been  destroyed.  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  voted,  the 
Directors  immediately  set  about  the  work,  and  before  the  middle 
of  August  following  had  adopted  the  exterior  plan  which  is  no* 
substantially  reproduced  in  the  elegant  building  on  the  corner 
of  Tremont  and  Boylston  Streets.  At  the  time  this  plan  wa» 
ac et- ] i t rd ,  the  estimates  for  its  erection  (e x* - lu>i\  e  i » f  f u r u i * h i u g ) 
did  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $175,000.  At  the  election  of  Grand 
Officers,  in  the  month  of  December,  1864,  a  Board  of  Directors 
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which  Bonn!  attempted  to  carry  out  the  original  plan 
r  I  m  i  a  \  i  imt  es  referred  to.  From  various  causes,  but 
progress  wus  made  on  the  building  during  the  first 
te  year  18(J5  ;  but  before  the  termination  of  the  offi- 
c  Dircrturs  had  not  only  advanced  the  structure  itself 
int  t\]>a  at  the  stone-yards  prepared  to  push  the 
■upM  completion  in  the  early  spring, 
ootli  of  December,  1865,  at  the  aunual  election,  the 
;e  saw  tit  to  change  the  Board,  to  relieve  some  of  its 
*  and  introduce  new  brethren.  The  new  Board  en- 
its  duties,  and  in  some  respects  changed  the  original 
the  previous  Board.  This  change  not  only  increased 
ure  in  the  exterior  structure,  but  also  in  its  interior 
ts.  The  Temple  is  now  rapidly  hastening  to  its  com- 
er the  management  of  the  present  Board. 
Winthiojj  House  was  burnt,  the  real  estate,  in  round 
us  valued  at  $175,000.  There  were  some  debts  out- 
sell i\eiv  cancelled  by  the  insurance  received,  leaving 
iry  of  the  Grand  Lodge  about  $20,000.  So  that  the 
:e  <  omrm  rnvfl  building  the  Temple  without  auy  means, 
ated  above,  outside  of  the  valuable  real  estate  upon 
,3  to  be  erected. 

setors,  in  attempting  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of 
L»odgc,  to  rebuild  upon  the  Winthrop  House  estate, 
compelled  to  raise  money  for  the  purpose,  as  the  * 
sand  dollars  was  early  exhausted  in  laying  the  foun- 
his  has  been  done  by  mortgaging  the  entire  estate  to  the 
;  Cents  Savings  Bank,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  at 

interest,  for  $150,000.  In  addition  to  this,  a  second 
xs  been  put  upon  the  property,  running  to  Brothers  Low, 
aihl  Sutton,  as  trustees,  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  to 
payment  of  the  bonds  or  scrip  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
x  per  eetiE  interest,  to  the  amount  of  $150,000. 

will  be  seen  that  the  contemplated  expense  of  the 
d  its  furniture,  exclusive  of  the  land,  when  completed, 
I  tar  From  $300,000,  and  this  sum  may  be  estimated 
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tho  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  real  estate,  in  the  opiuioa 
of  id  judges,  within  the  last  two  years,  has  materially  jiflvaii<v4 
in  v;vlue,  so  that  we  can  safely  affirm  that  when  the  Temple  i? 
finished,  the  Grand  Lodge  will  be  iu  possession  of  a  property 
worth  not  less  than  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

The  anticipated  revenues  from  thin  jn  uperiy  alone  will  be  about 
180^000 ;  but  from  the  fluctuations  of  the  currency  tad  t lit- 
uncertainty  of  the  times,  it  is  not  safe  to  calculate  upon  the  rents 
remaining  at  the  prices  now  anticipant  I     The  interest,  insurance, 

V- heating,  and  other  necessary  expended  will  fully  equal  aov 
iiini>utits  which  will  be  received  from  rents,  The  revenues  of 
Grand  Lodge  were,  for  the  past  year,  su, 4 -10,03,  and  may  he 
expected  to  fluctuate,  according  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  Uinta* 
between  six  and  nine  thousand  dollars,  while  the  expense*  of  thi 
Cnmrl  Lodge,  including  the  ordinary  ehariiies.  may  Ik*  expected 
to  remain  at  their  present  point,  about  eight  thousand  dollar*. 
S  Im  expenses  last  year,  under  a  careful  economy,  independent  ol 
faxes,  rent,  and  interest,  amounted  to  $8,*26b\4LL  It  is  then 
.i|  i  runt  that  there  is  not  to  be  found  in  these  resources  tnitiicieui 
niiir^in  to  create  a  sinking-fund  which  shall  materially  ope  rale  tc 
extinguish  the  debt.  It  is  imperative  thai  some  plan  should  k 
Adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  provide  for  a  sinking-fund,  to  be 
Applied  to  its  liquidation.  The  Grand  Ma>tri\  in  hi-  Addn j>>,  Ire 
suggested  a  plan  which  will,  in  his  jn. lament,  pay  this  del  a  and 
free  the  property  from  all  incumbrance.  Your  committee  havt 
carefully  examined  the  proposition  of  the  1£*W<  Grand  Master,  and 
have  given  it  that  consideration  which  the  high  source  from  which 
it  comes  demands.  In  their  judgment,  the  plan  proposed  ivill 
not  yield  a  sufficient  sum  to  clear  off  the  debt,  and  will  not  ^i v c 
;l  regular  and  reliable  revenue  upon  w  hich  the  Grand  Lodge  cms 
with  certainty  depend.  This  year  the  number  of  initiates  may  be 
Lftrge,  and  the  next  they  may  be  materially  reduced ;  and  tin 
history  of  the  last  forty  years  reminds  us  that  they  may  h* 
<  \y  discontinued.  More  than  all,  it  might  possibly  tend  la  a 
large  find  improper  increase  of  candidates,  in  some,  if  not  all 
I  Minimis  of  the  jurisdiction.    It  is  true  that  much  can  be  said  id 
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sure,  titid  a  Mrong  argument  urged  is,  that 
jrEu  r  received  should  be  compelled  to  assist  in 
debt. 

ih  our  debt,  the  credit  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
importance,  as  affecting  the  rate  of  interest 
ompelled  to  pay  upon  it.  When  ample  and 
rapid  reduction  of  the  principal  are  arranged, 
capital  is  mi  in  rally  increased,  and  we  may 
v  Ih'Iuii  ;i1>k>  t<>  reduce  the  rate  of  interest 
tlcnsion  or  renewals  of  the  notes  and  mort- 
dd>t  is  tiuw  secured.  This  will  be  a  great 
c  Body,  and  tend  to  establish  our  prosperity. 
r>mmitiee  think  that  an  ample  and  certain  sum 
arried  into  a  sinking-fund, 
hrtii'iv  that  a  system  can  be  adopted  which 
for  the  Lodges,  which  will  render  a  large  and 
i uc,  and  which,  at  the  same  time*,  will  meet 
party  acquiescence  of  every  Mason  throughout 
lie  proposition  which  they  would  submit  is 
iaieil  MuHin  shall  pay  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
&  liquidation  of  the  debt  for  the  term  of  thir- 
ars  that  iherp  are  over  sixteen  thousand  aflil- 
our  jurisdiction,  and  the  plan  proposed  would 
,000  an  Dually,  and  which,  by  careful  computa- 
ihirtt  en  y^ar*,  would  amount  to  $320,240. 
ted  is  not  a  uew  one.  Many  of  the  Grand 
iv  ilc  pi' re  I  lor  their  revenue  upon  a  similar  per 
Hated  members,  and  more  than  one  Grand 
itself  tVujii  pecuniary  embarrassments  by  re- 
Lax*  It  is  believed  that  this  burden  is  so  light 
e  known,  and  that  the  brethren  of  Massachu- 
it  with  hearty  co-operation  ;  that  the  Masons 
id  Lodge  will  rally  to  her  relief,  and  before 
i lie  in<aui nl jrance8  which  it  has  been  necessary 
i>pijrly.  In  1 1  f  lit  ion  to  this,  your  committee 
uMithHjiU'il  Mason  in  Massachusetts  who  un- 
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dertakes  to  enjoy  any  of  the  privileges  of  our  institution  should 
contribute  something  to  this  fund.  It  is  notorious-  that  some 
brethren,  to  avoid  the  payment  of  quarterage?  imposed  by  1  lie 
Lodges,  withdraw  therefrom,  and  utill,  as  iuciiitatioti  leads,  visit 
from  tune  to  time.  This  class  of  brethren  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  visit  any  Lodge  without  the  payment  of  something,  and 
your  •-•immittee  recommend  that  tlh>  mi  in  be  fixed  at  U\  unty-tiv* 
cents  for  each  visit.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  how  much  this 
would  amount  to  in  any  single  year.  It  is  most  likely  thai  it 
would  have  a  tendency  to  induce  the  brethren  non-affiliated  to 
connect  themselves  with  some  of  the  Lodges. 

If  the  plan  proposed  by  your  committee  can  be  carried  oat 
in  hTi  years  from  now,  we  shall  «ee  our  (Irand  Lodge  entirely 
free  from  debt,  in  possession  of  property  worth  over  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  and  with  a  revenue  ample  enough  to  place  our 
masonic  charities  upon  a  systematic  foundation.  The  Lodges 
could  then  be  relieved  from  taxation  tor  the  support  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  Every  brother  in  the  jurisdiction,  it"  needy,  euuld  t>sij«-y 
its  benefits.  The  widows  and  orphans  would  not  in  vain  apply 
for  assistance.  Greater  and  more  extensive  charities  than  we 
have  conceived  of  in  our  day  could  he  inaugurated.  It  would  be 
within  the  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  establish  a  system  of 
benevolence  which  would  be  grand  and  imposing. 

Tlie  Temple  of  Masonry  itself,  tier  from  every  liability,  will  be 
the  common  property  of  the  Masons  of  Massachusetts,  io  wliieh 
they  can  repair  as  to  their  own  masonic  home,  as  did  the  ancient 
Israelites  to  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem,  in  the  days  of  its  pride 
and  glory,  from  all  parts  of  Judca,  to  participate  in  the  solemn 
ceremonies  of  their  festivals. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
resolutions.  They  also  ask  for  further  time  to  report  upon  other 
matters  contained  in  the  address. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardnek. 
( "haules  Levi  Woudburt* 
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.  in  betiulf  of  the  same  committee,  then 
ig  order,  which  was  also  unanimously 

SINKING-FUND. 

>f  JeiVii  ing  the  indebtedness  of  the  Grand 
incumbrances  upon  the  Temple,  and  placing 
pon  an  independent  basis,  —  it  is  hereby 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  as 

me  ilt i Mar,  as  Grand  Lodge  dues,  shall  be 
j  of  September,  annually,  for  the  term  of 
ry  affiliated  Mason  under  our  jurisdiction, 
collective!  by  the  Lodges  of  their  members, 
riet  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  at  their  annual 

fiyiog  the  Bum  of  ten  dollars  at  one  time, 
iinpt  from  the  operation  of  this  decree, 
ilason,  residing  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
y  Lodge  without  first  paying  the  sum  of 
laeh  visit,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  by  the 
t  Deputy  Grand  Master,  as  before  ordered. 

consul utc  the  sinking-fund  of  the  Grand 
money  a  unappropriated  at  the  end  of  each 
md  the  same  shall  be  separately  invested  by 

under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
he  pay 1 1 hint  of  the  debt  upon  the  Temple, 
urer,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Grand 
full  and  exact  report  of  the  sinking-fund,  of 
roni  eai  h  Lodge,  the  amount  invested,  and 
*  all  matters  relating  thereto. 

rn  D>  Cool  id  ge  submitted  a  motion  to  the 

iters  of  Lodges  be  requested  to  report  the 
8 
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number  and  names  of  the  members  of  their  respective  Lodges 
who  may  decide  to  pay  the  ten  dollars,  as  provided  for  in  the 
above  order,  which  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors, 

The  Grand  Secretary  announced  that  lie  had  upon  his  desk 
the  Dispensations  and  Returns  of  Excelsior  and  Kilwinning 
Lodges,  which  were  referred  to  committees,  who  subsequently 
offered  the  following  Reports,  which  were  adopted  :  — 

EXCELSIOR  LODGE. 

Ik  Grand  Lodge,  March  13,  1867. 
The  committee  on  the  By-Laws  and  Records  of  Excelsioi 
Lodge,  Franklin,  would  report  that  the  By-Laws  are  in  accord 
unce  with  the  principles  and  practices  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Tb« 
Records  are  fairly  kept  and  welt  expressed.  The  committer 
would  suggest  to  omit  in  the  Records  that  candidates  for  degree 
were  present  when  they  received  their  degree,  for  au  iiWul  cau 
i-  late  could  not  be  a  recipient. 

They  recommend  that  the  petition  for  a  Charter  be  granted. 

Wixslow  Lewis. 
Charles  Heywood 
Ivory  H.  Pope. 

KILWINNING  LODGE, 

In  Gra*d  Lodge,  March  13,  1867. 
M.W.  Grand  Master,  —  The  committee  to  whom  wai  re 
1  erred  the  petition  of  Kilwinning  Lodge,  of  Lowell,  for  a  Char 
ter,  submit  the  following  Report :  — 

On  examination,  your  committee  find  the  Records  bcautifuUj 
and  correctly  kept,  and  that  the  By-Laws  conform  in  all  respect; 
to  the  Constitutions  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Your  committee  there 
tore  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted* 

J,  W.  Dadmuw. 
William  Sutton. 
Teter  C*  Jones. 
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.MENDMEKT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTIONS. 

nving  Amendment  of  the  Constitutions  was  pre- 
R.W.  Br.  William  S.  Gardner,  and  referred  to 
and  11.  W.  Brothers  William  D.  Coolidge  and 
'right :  — 

t  V.  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  be 
adding  thereto,  after  Sect.  22,  the  following :  — 

No  Lodge  shall  receive  or  act  under  any  corporate 
ted  by  any  Legislature  or  political  government,  and 
£  such  charter  of  incorporation  or  acting  thereunder 
e  under  this  jurisdiction,  will  operate  as  a  surrender 
on  of  its  Masonic  Charter  from  this  Grand  Lodge. 

m  of  K.W.  Br.  William  D.  Coolidge,  the  Com- 
tyle  of  Jewels  for  Past  Grand  Officers  were  di- 
eport  to  the  Executive  Officers  of  the  Grand 

V.  Grand  Master  announced  that  the  Dedication  of 
[a sonic  Temple  would  take  place  on  the  twenty- 
Line  next. 

p,  Isaac  II.  Wright  asked  for  the  decision  of  the 
ter  on  the  memorial  presented  at  the  last  Commu- 
id  reserved  by  him  for  consideration.  In  reply, 
Master  stilted  that  he  did  not  think  the  paper 
operly  entertained  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
and  Lodge  was  then  closed  in  Ample  Form, 
the  Grand  Chaplain. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 
Jutcb  12,  AX.  5867, 

A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Gra> 
Lodge  was  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  Summer  Street,  Bo 
ton,  on  Wednesday,  June  12,  A.L.  5867. 

Present. 

M  W.  Charles  C.  Damk    Grand  Master, 

Ei  W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver   Senior  Gram!  Wsirden. 

1;  W.  Henry  Mulliken   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

K.W.  John  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  Charles  W.  Moore   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Charles  L.  Woodbury  .    .    .    .  Corresponding  Grand  Secret* 

W.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmcs  .    .  '  .    .    .  Grand  Chaplain. 

If.  William  D.  Stratton   Grand  Marshal, 

Wt  Timothy  In  grab  am   Gmnd  Sword-Beajvr. 

W.  Clement  A.  Walker   Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W .  Frederick  J.  Foss   Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Kdward  Stearns,  ) 

W.  Henrt  P.  Perkins,  J  Grand  Sic wardi. 

W.  Ivory  H.  Pope   Grand  Lecturer* 

Br.  John  B.  Rhodes   Grand  Organist. 

Br.  Eben  F.  Gay   Grand  Tyler. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 

R.W.  James  A.  Fox   District  So. 

R.W;  S.  O.  Dearborn   DUtrkt  So. 

R.W.  Henry  Endicott  .  District  Kfc 

R.W.  Georob  H.  Pierson   District  So. 

R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop  ■   .    .    ,  District  So 

R.W.  Charles  Kimball   .    .    ,    .  District 

R.W.  Itiiamar  F.  Conket   District  No. 

HAY.  Henrv  Chickering   District  So> 

K.W.  David  W.  Crafts  .    .    .    .  District  So.  1 

R.W.  A.  A.  Burditt   District  fc  1 

R>W.  Henry  C.  Skinner   District  So  1 

K.W.  Jonathan  R.  Gay   District  So.  i 
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e  II.  Tare h   District  No.  14. 

,  S.  VorB  District  No.  16. 

J  jcknell  District  No.  16. 

I  :;rmanent  Members. 

W.  Rqrjxsot   Fast  Grand  Master. 

jw  Lbwia   „      „  „ 

KM  H.  C  1IHJK   „       „  „ 

am  A,  Dame   Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

P.  Wells   „      „         „  „ 

.  K.  Taioe   „       „  ,»  „ 

s  W.  Wahren   „      „         „  „ 

(tint  T'M.mv   Past  Grand  Warden. 


i>kd  L.  Wales   „      „  „ 

vvi  W.  Baker  „       „  „ 

HI   B.   GUEU>!f«R   „         „  „ 

i.  Sketpa  iti>   „      „  ,i 

It  E "  -  M  l    „  ,» 

C.  Jones   „,       „  „ 

T NOUS TO K  

•  tt  tt  tt 

anrl  Luil^e  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  a 
it  two  o'clock,  with  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 
>n1  uf  die  lust  Communication  was  read. 
W,  Grand  Master  reported  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
n  the  ca?e  of  a  complaint  against  Br.  R.  B.  Dean, 
re  Lodge,  whom  he  had  found  it  necessary  to  sus- 
his office  of  W.  Master  of  said  Lodge,  and  sub- 
charges,  correspondence,  and  documents  on  which 
wm  based  ;  all  of  which,  on  motion  of  the  Grand 
wen.1  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  William  S.  Gard- 
en D.  Coolidge,  and  Henry  Chickering,  with  power 
i  the  an- used  before  them,  together  with  the  wit- 
1  to  send  for  such  papers  and  records  of  the  Lorlge 
iy  deem  essential  or  necessary  to  a  full  and  impar- 
gntum  of  the  charges,  and  to  report  their  doings 
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in  the  premises  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  its  (Quarterly  Com- 
munication in  September  next,  with  such  recommendations 
as  in  their  judgment  may  be  proper,  for  the  final  action  of 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  it  was  Voted*  That  the  suspension 
i  if  the  W.  Master  of  Berkshire  Lodge  by  the  Grand  Muster 
be  continued  until* otherwise  ordered  by  tire  Grand  Lodge. 
The  following  proxies  were  presented  and  recognized :  — 
Cincinnatus  Lodge,  Br.  M.  E.  Tobcy ;  Martha's  Vine- 
yard Lodge,  Br.  S.  A.  Thomas;  Republican  Lodge,  Br,  E. 

A,  Graves;  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  W.  Br.  G.  P,  Kettell; 
<  r recian  Lodge,  Br.  S.  W.  North;  Merrimack  Lodge,  Br. 

B.  F.  Lqjghton. 

Return 8  were  received  from  Eliot  Lodge,  Jamaica  Plain; 
Oriental,  Edgartown ;  and  Siloam,  Westboro* ;  all  of  which 
have  been  working  the  past  year  under  I)  is  pen  nations*  and 
referred  to  E.W.  Brothers  William  D,  Coolidge,  Winslow 
Lewis,  and  A.  A.  Burditt,  who*  subsequently  offered  the 
following  Reports,  which  were  adopted  :  — 

ORIENTAL  LODGE. 

The  committee  on  the  application  of  Oriental  Lodge,  at 
Edgartown,  Massachusetts,  respectfully  report, — 

That  they  find  the  Records  and  Proceedings  of  the  Lodge  cor- 
rect and  in  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  in  every  respect  entitled  to  the  confidence  thereof 

The  committee  find  that  inexperienced  brethren,  m  the  eompi  la- 
lion  of  the  By-Laws  of  Lodges,  are  very  apt  to  introduce  irrele- 
vant matter.  A  code  of  By-Laws  should  be  concise  and  explicit, 
and,  as  was  stated  in  the  published  volume  of  the  Proceedings  of 
I  he  Grand  Lodge  last  year,  page  36  to  45,  that  Lodges  are  ucrt 
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an  inquisitorial  court."  Masonry  stands  aloof  from 
sa,  and  attends  exclusively  to  her  sacred  calling.  The 
mnot  but  refer  these  reports  to  the  careful  considera- 
I  brethren. 

lit  tee  have  made  a  slight  amendment  in  the  By-Laws, 
eediuga  of  the  Lodge  are  fairly  kept,  and  show  that 
ra  have  labored  zealously  during  the  year  of  Dispen- 
ir  committee  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted,  as 
and  that  the  By-Laws,  as  amended  by  your  com- 
iproved. 

William  D.  Coolidge. 
Winslow  Lewis. 
A.  A.  Burditt.  • 

ELIOT  LODGE. 

nktcc  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  Eliot 
amaica  Plains,  for  a  Charter,  have  examined  with 
at  the  Proceedings  of  the  brethren  while  under  Dis- 
ci d  respectfully  report,  — 

*  Record*  aud  Returns  are  in  perfect  order,  and  the 
>de  of  By-Laws  which  they  have  submitted,  so  con- 
nect, shows  great  skill  and  experience  on  the  part  of 
i  who  originated  this  Lodge,  so  promotive  of  the 
i  Grand  Lodge  and  the  harmony  and  happiness  of  the 

littee  commend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  them. 

William  D.  Coolidge. 
Winslow  Lewis. 
A.  A.  Burditt. 

siloam  lodge. 

nittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  certain 
aying  for  a  Charter  empowering  them  to  form  and 
■e  in  Westboro,  Massachusetts,  by  the  name  of  Siloam 
set  fully  report,  — 
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That  they  have  examined  the  Proceedings  of  the  brethren  while 
under  Dispensation,  and  the  By-Law-  :  resented  for  approval. 

This  Lodge,  after  a  year  of  unusual  work  and  labor,  hiv'm 
entered,  crafted,  and  raised  twenty* tive  brethren,  and  holding 
nir  hn^s  nearly  every  week  of  the  entire  year,  now  asks  for  a 
Charter.  The  committee  would  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  ren- 
der to  these  brethren  the  praise  for  unusual  zeal  in  the  formation 
and  progress  of  tbeir  Lodge,  but  zeal  in  Masonry  must  be  aooord- 
iuLr  to  knowledge,  and  while  all  credit  is  due  to  tlicae  brethr. 
energy  and  perseverance,  the  committee  cannot  but  regret  to  find 
that  in  some  instances  they  have  much  needed  the  counsel  oi 
and  judicious  brethren. 

The  committee,  while  granting  this  new  Lodge  the  possession 
of  great  zeal  in  the  work,  and  the  br>t  motives,  recommend  ihi* 
new  Lodge  to  the  counsel  aud  best  advice  of  R.\Y\  Br.  II.  C. 
Skinner,  District  Deputy  of  the  Twelfth  District,  and  when 
they  shall  have  amended  the  errors  of  the  past  year  and  pro- 
duced a  code  of  By-Laws  satisfactory  to  the  M.W.  Grand  Master, 
that  then  a  Charter  should  be  issued  to  them,  and  not  until  i hen* 

William  D,  Coolidgb. 
W  in  slow  Lewis, 

A.  A.  B-URD1TT. 

W«  Br.  George  P.  Kettell,  Proxy  of  King  Solom«m'-- 
Loili^c,  presented  the  following  memorial  in  behalf  of  that 
body  :  — 

To  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 

The  Master,  Wardens,  and  Members  of  King  Solomon's 
Lo  i  ire  respectfully  represent  — 

That,  in  their  opinion,  the  order  passed  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
ji t  iis  ( Quarterly  Communication  in  JVLm  li  LiM,  whereby  the  dues 
u*  rln:  Grand  Lodge  are  greatly  increased  in  the  form  of  a  direct 
lax,  was  hastily  adopted,  without  the  opportunity  for  discussion 
by  the  Lodges  which  its  importance  required. 
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Qoriatists,  with  due  deference  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
;t  further  represent  that  in  their  opinion,  the  adoption 
□a mod  edict  was  in  conflict  with  the  permanently  estab- 
.tious  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  therefore  unconstitu- 
rder  being  an  alteration  of  the  provision  of  the  Consti- 
i  establishes  the  Grand  Lodge  "  dues,"  and  therefore, 
3 visions  of  Section  22  of  Part  Fifth,  should  not  have 
.  at  the  meeting  at  which  it  was  proposed,  but  should 
eferred  to  a  committee,  without  further  action,  until 
trterly  Communication. 

;ir  action  upon  the  opinions  set  forth  in  the  above 
>ur  memorialists  respectfully  but  earnestly  protest 
n  forcemeat  of  the  order  of  the  thirteenth  of  March, 
iit  such  further  discussion  and  legislation  as  shall 
inly  constitutional,  and  invest  it  with  the  unquestion- 
f  approval  by  the  Lodges. 

f  the  fart  that  they  represent  one  of  the  oldest  organi- 
c  jurisdiction, — an  organization  whose  fidelity  to  prin- 
lty  to  the  Grand  Lodge  have  never  been  questioned,  — 
uugly  in  view  the  interest  of  the  craft,  your  memorial- 
ed thus  to  address  you,  in  the  fear  lest  a  dangerous 
ay  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  fraternity,  and  even 

sentiment  of  respect  for  and  obedience  to  the  Grand 
:h  is  our  strongest  safeguard  against  discord  and 
ch  we  are  sorry  to  remember  have  crept  into  more 
isdiction,  seriously  impairing  their  general  usefulness, 

their  good  report. 

councils  of  our  Grand  Body  be  still  guided  by  the 
Ai  has  made  them*  so  eminent  in  the  past,  and  the 
e  of  Massachusetts  be  not  only  the  dignified  ruler,  but 
ilma  mater  and  friendly  guide  of  the  Lodges  under 
.  Thus,— 

"  So  grand  a  structure  shall  we  raise, 

That  man  shall  wonder,  angels  gaze  ;  f 

By  art  divine  it  shall  be  reared, 

Nor  shall  the  hammer's  neise  be  heard." 
4 
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At  a  Regular  Communication  of  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  fc 
May  14,  A.L.  5867,  the  foregoing  Protest  was  adopted  by  a  i 
of  59  to  3. 

At  a  Regular.Communication  of  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  I 
June  11,  A.L.  5867,  Ordered,  That  the  Protest  adopts  Maj 
he  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  the  proper  officers. 

Attest, 

George  EL  Harden, 

Secretary  King  Sokmtm't  L 

The  reading  of  the  foregoing  elicited  a  long  and  able 
cuss  ion,  when,  on  motion,  the  ducumeut  was  referred  t 
committee  of  sixteen,  to  consist  of  one  member  from  euc 
the  sixteen  Masonic  Districts.  The  Grand  Master  sul 
quently  appointed  the  following  brethren  to  compose 
committee,  viz.,  R.W.  Brothers  George  W.  Wan 
Charles  L.  Woodbury,  Benjamin  Dean,  Henry  Eodk 
William  Sutton,  Lemuel  A.  Bishop,  William  S.  Card 
Wendell  T.  Davis,  Henry  Chickering,  David  W.  Cn 
H.  Goddard,  Henry  C.  Skinner,  J.  II.  Gay,  George 
Taber,  R.  S.  Pope,  Z.  L.  Bickndl. 

The  Proceedings  of  Star  of  Bethlehem  Lodge,  in  the 
pulsion  of  Br.  Otho  Hamilton,  and  of  Mount  Tom  J*odp 
the  expulsion  of  Br.  Bradford  S.  Bucklin,  were  presented 
referred  to  W.  Br.  John  W.  Dadmun,  and  R.W.  Brot 
R.  S.  Pope  and  David  W.  Crafts,  who  subsequently  off 
the  following  Report,  which  was  adopted  :  — 

In  Ghan'd  Lodge,  June  12,  1$ 
M.W.  Grand  Master, — The  committee  to  whom  wai 
ferred  the  papers  in  the  trial  of  Otho  Hamilton,  a  member  of 
of  Bethlehem  Lodge,  Chelsea,  respectfully  report,  — 
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Record  does  Dot  state  whether  the  brother  was  ex- 
membership  or  from  Masonry.  Your  committee 
otnmcml  that  the  papers  be  returned  for  correction. 
ie  of  the  trial  of  Bradford  A.  Bucklln,  a  member  of 
Lodge,  Holyoke,  your  committee  find  that  Section  4, 
f  the  Constitutions,  has  not  been  complied  with, 
a  recommend  that  the  papers  be  returned  for  correc- 

John  W.  Dadmun. 
R.  S.  Pope. 
David  W.  Crafts. 

jJeorge  P,  Kettell  moved  that  the  enforcement  of 
j posing  a  capitation  tax  on  the  members  of  the 
suspended  until  the  next  Communication  of  the 
ge,  which  motion  was  adopted,  but  subsequently 

L 

,  Charles  L.  Woodbury  offered  the  following  res- 
ell was  unanimously  adopted  :  — 

In  at  tliis  Grand  Lodge  hereby  pledges  the  faith  of 
y  of  the  Commonwealth  to  sustain  the  M.W.  Grand 
he  Board  of  Directors  in  completing  and  paying  for 
sonic  Temple,  now  being  erected  in  this  city. 

wing  resolution,  offered  by  R.W.  Br.  Warren, 

jptcd  :  — 

rhat  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  that  its 
lay  taken  upon  the  reference  of  the  paper  purport- 
rot  est  from  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  was  not  intended 
be  deemed  as  in  any  way  rescinding  the  order  passed 
nmmmfcfttion  (imposing  a  capitation  tax),  but  rather 
w  of  causing  the  subordinate  Lodges  more  fully  to 
le  necessity  for  its  passage; 
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The  following  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitutions 
of  flic  Grand  Lodge  were  offered  by  W,  Br.  George  P.  Ket- 
tell,  and  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  William  D.  Coolidge, 
Henry  Chickering,  and  Sereno  D,  Nickerson  :  * — 

Part  IV.,  Article  2,  Section  1.  Strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"  seat/'  in  the  tenth  line,  and  insert  the  following:  "and  to 
speak  on  all  questions  in  the  Grand  Lodge  during  the  masonic 
year  in  which  he  was  appointed ;  but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  i 
vote,  except  in  the  absence  of  one  or  more  of  the  ex-oflkio  Rep- 
resentatives of  his  Lodge." 

Part  V.,  Section  22.  Insert  after  the  word  41  Commnm*  aiioo11 
the  following:  "And  every  Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  thi* 
Grand  Lodge,  within  the  territorial  limits  of  Mae&aehtiaette, 
shall  be  served  by  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary  with  an 
attested  copy  of  such  proposed  repeal  or  anieudmeut,  wiiliio 
thirty  days  after  the  meeting  at  which  such  repeal  or  amendment 
is  proposed." 

It  waa  then,  on  motion,  Voted,  That  the  Grand  Secretary 
be  directed  to  serve  copies  of  the  above  proposed  amend- 
ments, and  of  the  two  preceding  resolutions,  to  the  Lodges 
within  thirty  days  from  this  meeting. 

The  Committee  on  the  Amendment  of  the  Constitutions, 
proposed  at  the  last  Communication,  had  further  time  granted 
them* 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Lodge  w»s 
closed  in  Ample  Form  at  half-past  six  o'clock.  Prayer  by 
the  Grand  Chaplain. 


• 
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*  OF  THE  NEW  MASONIC  TEMPLE. 

Jon  -i,  mi. 

hRAND  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand 
BSachusetts,  on  the  24th  of  June,  1867, 
jj  such  imposing  demonstrations  that  the 
jr  considers  it  proper  to  make  record  of  all 
matures,  and  of  the  preliminary  meetings  of 
id  Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  that 

idence  between  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  and 
'  the  United  States  was  as  follows  :  — 

Office  op  the  Grand  Master  op  the 
Grand  Lodge  op  Massachusetts, 

Boston,  May  26,  1867. 

ndrew  Johnson,  Pust'dent  of  the  United  States. 

xd  Brother,  —  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Free- 
State  of  Massachusetts  has  recently  erected  in 
nie  Temple  of  great  architectural  beauty,  and  it 
edicate  the  same  on  Monday,  the  twenty-fourth 
ct  The  event  will  be  celebrated  by  a  public 
on,  and  the  usual  masonic  ceremonies.  It  is 
ere  will  be  a  general  attendance  of  the  Lodges 
thia  and  the  ueighboring  States ;  and  it  is  the 
,W,  Gr;Hi«i  Lo.lge  that,  if  consistent  with  your 
ma  public  duties,  you  will  honor  the  occasion 
i-    I  therefore  tender  you  a  fraternal  invitation 
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With  the  assurance  that  a  compliance  with  this  invitation 
will  be  appreciated  as  a  high  honor  by  your  masonic  brethren  of 
Massachusetts,  I  am,  dear  sir,  fraternally  yours, 

Charles  C-  Dame, 

G.M.  of  t/«:  Grand  Lodgt  of  *l#dj*afift«*s^ 

Executive  Mansion-,  Washington,  D,  C-* 
Jane  11. 1867. 

Cliaricw  C.  A  mm,  Esq.,  G.M.  of  the  Grand  Lodgt  of  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sib  and  Brother,  —  I  have  received  your  letter  of 
the  25th  ultimo,  conveying  to  me  the  fraternal  invitation  of  the 
31.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  to  attend  the  dedication  of 
their  New  Masonic  Temple  in  Boston  ou  the  24  th  inst,  It  .will 
afford  me  much  pleasure  to  witness  these  most  interesting  cere- 
mouies,  ami  if  in  the  meantime  nothing  ocenrs  to  prevent,  I  will 
be  present  with  you  on  that  day.  # 

Accept  assurances  of  my  appreciation  of  the  compliment  of 
the  invitation,  and  believe  me,  dear  sir,  to  be  truly  and  frater- 
nally yours, 

Andrew  Jomraov. 

R.Wp  Past  Grand  Masters  Winslow  Lewis,  John  T. 
Heard,  William  D.  Coolidge,  and  R.W.  Recording  and  Cor- 
responding Grand  Secretaries,  Charles  W.  Moore  and  Charles 
Levi  Woodbury,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  upon 
the  President,  Br.  Andrew  Johnson,  and  the  distinguished 
brethren  of  his  suite,  and  accompany  them  to  Freemasons1 
Hall,  on  Summer  Street,  where  the  Grand  Lodge  had  as- 

s  bird. 

The  Committee  repaired  to  the  Trcniont  House,  and,  upon 
being  ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  distinguished  guest*, 
the  Chairman,  R.W.  Br.  Winslow  Lewis,  addressed  the 
President  as  follows  :  — 
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isn>ENT  Aim  Honored  Brother, — We  are  ap- 
mmiltee  to  wait  upon  you  and  to  conduct  you  to  the 

die  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  is  assembled,  pre- 
viflitjitioii  to  the  new  Masonic  Temple. 
?enlatives  of  those  who  have  been  honored  by  the 
ial  posit io us  in  the  Order  in  Massachusetts,  we  bid 

sincere  welcome  to  Boston,  the  primum  mobile  of 
7  iu  these  United  States.  We  welcome  you  from 
I  well  as  from  our  lips,  and  trust  that  you  will  find 
x  have  bee  a  surrounded  by  those  who,  in  welcoming 
li  of  the  United  States,  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
xrnrM  iil-.  that  their  fraternal  accolade  is  in  unison 
aliments  toward  you  in  both  relations. 

didcnt  and  his  suite,  consisting  of  Br.  L.  H. 
kflnjor-General,  and  Br.  Norris,  Surgeon-General, 
miiiittcr.  rode  in  carriages  to  the  Hall  on  Summer 
re  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  received  them.  A 
rat  then  formed  under  the  escort  of  Boston  En- 
t(  Knights  Templars,  and  forthwith  proceeded  up 
f  inter,  ami  Tremont  Streets  to  the  New  Masonic 

ibers  of  the'  Grand  Lodge  repaired  to  Sutton 
.W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  the  Grand  East. 
\  Deputy  Grand  Master  ordered  the  Grand  Mar- 
rm  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
usetts  had  assembled  in  Sutton  Hall,  and  awaited 

nl  Marshal  retired,  with  the  Grand  Pursuivants, 
vards,  and  Grand  Deacons,  and,  returning,  an- 
:  M.W,  Grand  Master,  who  was  received  with 
Honors,  and  who  immediately  proceeded  to  open 

Lodge- 
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SPECIAL  COMMUNICATION. 

Junk  24,  A.L.  6867. 

A  Special  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  Boston,  on  Mod* 
day,  June  24,  A.L.  5867,  at  nine  o'clock,  a.m. 

Present. 

M.W.  Charles  C.  Dame   Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Newell  A.  Thompson    ....    Ufputy  Grain!  Master. 

li.W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver  Senior  Grand  Warden* 

K.W.  Henry  Mulliken   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

li.W.  John  McClellan  Grand  Treasurer. 

U,W.  Charles  W.  Moore  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

U.W.  Charles  L.  Woodbury  .  .  .  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary 
\V  Rev.  William  R.  Alger,  >  Grand  Chaptaiiii. 

W.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmun,  y 

W.  William  D.  Stratton      .    .   .   .    Grand  Marshal. 

W;  Frederick  J.  Foss  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Edward  Stearns, 
W.  H.  H.  F.  Whittemore,  M.D., 
W.  Henry  P.  Perkins, 
W.  Arthur  Cheney, 
W.  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  } 

W.  L.  H.  Gamwell,      ?   Grand  Lecturers. 

W.  Ivory  H.  Pope,  ) 

Br.  John  B.  Rhodes  Grand  Organist. 

Br.  C.  C.  Wentworth  Grand  Chorister. 

Br.  Eben  F.  Gay  Grand  Tyter. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

R/W.  James  A.  Fox   District  Na  1 

li.W.  S.  O.  Dearborn   District  No.  1 

R.W.  Henry  Endicott   ......  District  Na  4 

R.W.  George  H.  Pierson   District  No*  5. 

R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop   District  No  I 


Grand  Stewards, 
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-  k      District  No.  7. 

ee  F,  Con  key   District  No.  8. 

C 1 1 1  c  k  n  r i  \ a   District  No.  9. 

W.  Crafts   District  No.  10. 

iuitpirr   District  No.  11. 

C.  Skinner   District  No.  12. 

as  R*  Gat   District  No.  13. 

S.  Fqfe   District  No.  16. 

i  c  knell   District  No.  16. 


Permanent  Members. 

W.  Rorinson   Past  Grand  Master. 

;  M.  RaNPALL  ,,  ,i  n 

m  Lewis                                   „  „  „ 

M  D.  COOLIDOE  ff  „  n 

m  Packman                                  „  „  „ 

R.  PaiijE   Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

,    TVELL3             .   ft  ff  tf  it 

Warren  

i  Tolman   Past  Grand  Warden. 

ird  L.  Wales                             „  „  „ 

PALD1NO                                                      „  „  „ 

m  North  ....... 

•     i»  »»  *i 

m  W.  Baker   ,     .     .     »     •     i.    •       If  11  II 

M  S.  Gardner  .... 

•  •     n  tt  tt 
LL  T.  Day  is  .    .....    .      „  it  tt 

j  K  Hr  rem  neon  „  „  „ 

L  Weight  „  „  „ 

Thornton  

•   •   •     it  »»  tt 

an  Marshall  

•  •      tt  tt  tt 


nd  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form.  Prayer 

nd  Chaplain. 

V.  Grand  Master  directed  the  W.  Grand  Marshal 
le  Committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  President 
ted  State*  and  his  suite,  that  the  (jrand  Lodge 
[  and  ready  to  receive  them.  The  Grand  Marshal 
b  the  Grand  Stewards  and  Grand  Deacons,  and 
eturned  us  follows  :— 
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Grand  Marshal. 
Grand  Stewards. 

IE.W.  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore.   R.W.  Br*  Charles  L.  Woodbitrt. 
R.W.  Br.  William  D.  Coolidge. 
Deacons.  Deacons . 

R.W.  Br.        (      Br.  Andrew  Johnson,      )  R.W.Br. 
Joint  T.  Heard.    (  President  of  the  Unified  States,  \  Wins  low  Liwis, 

The  President  was  presented  to  the  Grand  Master  by  Pas 
Grand  Master  Br.  Winslow  Lewis,  and  was  welcomed  b; 
the  Grand  Master  in  the  following  address  s  — 

Illustrious  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  and  the  pl&asur 
to  w i*l come  you  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  M  - 
chuaetts,  and  in  their  behalf  I  extend  to  you  a  cordial  and  f rater 
mil  greeting.  At  all  periods  in  the  history  of  our  Order,  ruler 
mid  princes,  members  of  our  fraternity*  have-  ou  eonveuien 
occasions  laid  aside  the  robes  and  dignities  of  office  to  mee 
their  brethren  on  the  level  for  the  tiim:  U-ing;  to  mingle  thei 
fraternal  greetings  and  to  stimulate  each  other  in  the  cause  o 
brotherly  love  and  friendship. 

We  are  gratified,  my  illustrious  Brother,  that  you,  the  head  o 
thts  great  nation,  with  your  many  cares  and  duties,  have  foum 
it  convenient  to  be  with  us  to-day,  and  participate  in  the  impor 
taut  vremonies  of  this  occasion.  1  extend  to  you  my  band,  ii 
token  of  the  sincerity  of  our  fraternal  sentiments,  nud  as  a  pledp 
of  our  fidelity  to  the  principles  of  the  brotherly  love  of  ou 
Order. 

Brethren,  I  have  the  honor  of  introducing  Jo  you  Anprev 
Johnson,  our  Brother,  and  the  President  of  the  United  State** 

The  President  took  his  seat  in  the  Grand  East,  at  the  rigb 
of  the  Grand  Master. 

The  Ceremonies  of  Dedication  immediately  commenced. 
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CHOIR. 

f r j  tlit*  morning  that  bids  us  rejoice  ! 
Temple  '*  completed :  exalt  high  each  voice  ! 
cap-»iione  is  finished,  our  labor  is  o'er;  # 
*ound  of  the  gavel  shall  greet  us  no  more. 

.pan Urns  n scumble  on  this  joyful  day  — 
occasion  i*  glorious  —  the  key-stone  to  lay. 
ilk-d  is  the  promise  by  tlie  Ancient  of  Days 
iring  i«jrUi  the  cap-stone  with  shouting  and  praise. 

-  those  that  are  worthy,  our  toils  who  have  shared,  * 
pr  t\i-i\  1  h^m^elves  faithful,  shall  meet  their  reward ; 
ir  virtue  and  knowledge,  industry  and  skill, 
e  our  approbation,  have  gained  our  good  will. 

ighty  Jehovah,  descend  now,  and  fill 

,  L  i. I-,  wiih  thy  glory,  our  hearts  with  good  will! 

j L t  our  meetings,  assist  us  to  find 
e  pleasure  in  teaching  good  will  to  mankind ! 

w i adorn  inspired  the  great  institution  ; 
Mrtriir;[|]  -'mil  Support  it  till  nature  expire ; 
when  the  nation  shall  fall  into  ruin, 
seauty  h  ImI  3  rine  through  the  midst  of  the  fire. 

.  S.  K.  Hutchinson,  Superintendent  of  the  struc- 
a  behalf  of  the  Architect,  addressed  the  M.W. 

:er :  — 

EisinrFVL,  —  Having  been  intrusted  with  the  superin- 
i  management  of  the  workmen  employed  in  the 
of  this  edifice,  and  having,  according  to  the  best  of 
accomplished  the  task  assigned,  I  now  return  my 
■e  honor  of  this  appointment,  and  beg  leave  to  sur- 
I  implements  which  were  committed  to  my  care  when 
>n  of  this  f»bric  was  laid ;  humbly  hoping  that  the 
.ich  huvu  been  made  on  this  occasion  will  be  crowned 
pprobation,  and  that  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
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Tlie  working  tools  were  presented,  through  the  Grand 
Marshal,  to  the  Grand  Master,  who  ordered  the  Grand  Mar- 
shal to  present  the  Plumb  to  the  Junior  Grand  Warden,  the 
Level  to  the  Senior  Grand  Warden,  and  the  Square  to  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Marshal,  by  order  of  the  Grand  Master, 
formed  the  Grand  Lodge  in  procession,  and  the  various  Halls 
were  visited,  the  choir  singing  an  ode  during  this  ceremony. 
On  the  return  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Officers  having  re- 
sumed their  stations,  the  ceremonies  re-commenced  ;  — 

Grand  Master.  —  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master,  — 
What  is  the  proper  Jewel  of  your  office? 
/  trjtuty  Grand  Master.  —  The  Square, 

Grand  Master.  —  Have  you  applied  the  Square  to  the  parts  of 
ihis  building  which  should  be  square? 

I tity  Grand  Master.  —  I  have,  Mo<i  Worshipful,  nod  the 
craftsmen  have  done  their  duty. 

Grand  Master.  —  Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden,  — 
What  is  the  proper  Jewel  of  your  office? 

Stnior  Grand  Warden.  —  The  Level, 

(I  rand  Master.  —  Have  you  app^ed  the  Level  to  this  edifice? 

Senior  Grand  Warden. —  I  have,  Most  Worshipful*  and  the 
craftsmen  have  done  their  duty. 

Grand  Master.  —  Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Wardenf  — 
What  is  the  proper  Jewel  of  your  office? 

Junior  Grand  Warden.  —  The  Plumb. 

Grand  Master.  —  Have  you  applied  the  Plumb  to  the  sever* 
parts  of  this  edifice  which  should  be  pluml'  ? 

Junior  Grand  Warden.  —  I  have,  Most  Worshipful,  and  tb< 
craftsmen  have  done  their  duty. 


The  Grand  Master  addressed  the  Architect, 
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Architect,  —  The  skill  and  fidelity  displayed  in 
m  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you  at  the  commencement 
ertaking,  have  secured  the  entire  approbation  of  the 
ge,  and  they  sincerely  pray  that  this  edifice  may  Con- 
nor monument  of.  the  taste,  spirit,  and  liberality  of  its 

mty  Grand  Master  followed,^  addressing  the  Grand 

HisuiPFOL, — The  Hall  in  which  we  are  now  assem- 
e  plnu  upon  which  it  has  been  constructed  having  met 
ipprobation,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Fraternity  that  it 
be  dedicated  according  to  ancient  form  and  usage. 

r  sang  the  following  original  hymn,  the  words  by 
John  H*  Sheppard,  and  the  music  composed  byL. 

rd:  — 

The  mountains  round  Jerusalem 

The  same  forever  stand ; 
But  tli e  dark  clouds  which  rest  on  them 

O'ersliadow  sea  and  land. 
No  sail  is  seen  on  Galilee ; 

No  harp  in  Judah's  halls ; 
The  city,  once  so  brave  and  free, 

The  scimitar  appalls : 
A  remnant  scarce  is  left  in  her  . 

To  guard  the  Holy  Sepulchre. 

In  streets  our  ancient  Brethren  trod 

Rings  the  Muezzin's  cry ; 
And  where  our  Temple  rose  to  God 

A  mosque  invades  the  sky,  — 
Our  Temple,  which  once  stood  sublime 

On  Mount  Moriah's  height, 
A  nicmld  of  Beauty  for  all  time, 

An  oracle  of  light ; 
The  glorious  handicraft  of  them,— 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Jerusalem. 
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Its  form  and  grandeur  yet  survive 

In  every  Mason's  mind ; 
Though  Mosque  and  Minaret  may  strive 

To  leave  no  trace  behind. 
The  ideal  presence  stands  the  an  me 

Where'er  on  earth  we  roam ; 
Jerusalem,  from  whence  we  came, 

Ib  still  the  Brother's  home. 
He  ne'er  forgets,  while  time  runs  on, 
The  Temple  of  King  Solomon. 

The  glory  of  the  Holy  Land, 

Though  vanish'd  from  the  eye, 
Still  warms  thy  heart  and  guides  thy  hand 

Immortal  Masonry ! 
Like  Venus  rising  from  the  sea,  — 

A  form  of  loveliness,  — 
This  beauteous,  sculptured  Fane  to  thee 

We  dedicate,  and  bless. 
In  Saint  John's  name,  to  Christ  so  dear, 
We  consecrate  our  Altars  here. 

At  its  conclusion  the  Grand  Lodge  was  formed  in  proces- 
sion, and  the  Grand  Chaplain  commenced  the  reading  of  the 
Scriptures  at  the  altar :  — 

11  And  King  Solomen  sent,  and  fetched  Hiram  out  of  Tyre, 
«  He  was  a  widow's  son  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  and  hh 
father  was  a  man  of  Tyre,  a  worker  in  brass  i  and  he  was  Blled 
with  wisdom,  and  understanding,  and  cunning  lo  work  all  work* 
in  brass.  And  he  came  to  King  Solomon,  and  wrought  all  \n< 
work." 

During  the  reading,  the  procession  marched  slowly  around 
the  Master's  carpet,  in  the  centre  of  the  lodge-room,  on  which 
were  placed  the  golden  and  silver  vessels  containing  corn, 
wine,  and  oil.  The  procession  halted,  and  the  Junior  Grand 
Warden  presented  the  vase  of  corn  to  the  Grand  Master, 
who,  pouring  the  grains  upon  the  Lodge,  pronounced :  — 
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mine  of  (he  Great  Jehovah,  to  whom  be  all  honor  and 
Aemnltf  dedicate  this  Hall  to  FREEMASONRY." 

CHOIR. 

"Genius  of  Masonry!  descend, 

A  ml  with  thee  bring  thy  spotless  train ; 
Constant  our  Sacred  rites  attend, 
While  we  adore  thy  peaceful  reign." 

e^iun  resumed  its  march,  and  the  Grand  Chap- 
cast  two  pillars  of  brass,  of  eighteen  cubits  high 
a  line  of  twelve  cubits  did  compass  either  of  them 

made  two  chapiters  of  molten  brass,  to  set  upon  the 
hilars  :  the  height  of  the  one  chapiter  was  five  cubits, 
jht  of  the  other  chapiter  was  five  cubits :  and  nets  of 
k,  and  wreaths  of  chain-work,  for  the  chapiters  which 
he  top  of  the  pillars ;  seven  for  the  one  chapiter,  and 
2  other  chapiter." 

tecond  halt  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  presented 
9  the  Grand  Master,  who  sprinkled  it  upon  the 

ing  :  — 

name  of  the  holy  St.  John,  I  do  solemnly  dedicate  this 

ruE." 

CHOIR. 

ring  with  thee  Virtue,  brightest  maid, 
Bring  Love,  bring  Truth,  and  Friendship  here ; 
rhile  kind  Relief  will  lend  her  aid 
To  emouth  the  wrinkled  brow  of  Care. 

ding  of  the  Scriptures,  by  the  Grand  Chaplain, 
kued  while  the  Grand  Lodge  moved  in  proces- 
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44  And  he  made  the  pillars,  and  two  rows  round  about  upon  the 
one  net  work,  to  cover  the  chapiters  that  were  upon  the  top,  with 
pomegranates :  and  so  did  he  for  the  other  chapiter. 

"And  the  chapiters  that  were  upon  the  top  of  the  pillars  were 
of  lily  work  in  the  porch,  four  cubits. 

u  And  the  chapiters  upon  the  two.  pillars  had  pomegranates 
also  above,  over  against  the  belly  which  was  by  the  net  work : 
and  the  pomegranates  were  two  hundred  in  rows  round  about 
upon  the  other  chapiter. 

"  And  he  set  up  the  pillars  in  the  porch  of  the  temple :  and  he 
set  up  the  right  pillar,  and  called  the  name  thereof  Jachin  r  and 
he  sel  n  [i  the  left  pillar,  and  called  the  name  thereof  Bo  ax. 

"And  upon  the  top  of  the  pillars  was  lily  work :  so  was  the 
work  of  the  pillars  finished." 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master  presented  the  vase  of  oil  to  the 
Grand  Master,  who,  sprinkling  it  upon  the  Lodge,  said  :  — 

*L  In  the  name  of  the  whole  Fraternity,  Id"  viivmutif  didioati  U*u 
Hull  to  Universal  Benevolence." 

CHOIR. 

Come  Charity,  with  goodness  crowned, 

Encircled  in  thy  heavenly  robe  ; 
Diffuse  thy  blessings  all  around 

To  every  corner  of  the  globe. 

The  Grand  Officers  kneeling,  the  Grand  Chaplain  o tiered 
th  c  it  illo  wing  prayer :  — 

11  Infinite  One,  who  art  the  life  and  light  of  all  being,  the 
author  of  law,  the  end  of  every  finite  existence,  we  worship  thee, 
acknowledge  that  all  we  are,  or  have,  or  hope,  belongs  to  thee. 
We  know  that  every  house  is  builded  by  some  man,  but  that  he 
who  built  all  things  is  God.  Behold  the  Temple  which  wo  have 
made,  fair  and  seemly  in  proportion,  as  we  are  able  to  make  fair 
and  seemly  things,  stands  completed  before  thee,  waiting  for 
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ance.  We  pray  thee  to  accept  and  consecrate  it  by 
on  of  thy  spirit  on  the  motives  from  which  it  has 
>n  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  devoted.    O,  Lord, 

of  our  hearts  in  the  completion  of  this  beautiful 
■  brethren  is  as  the  gladness  of  those  ancient  men 
heriug  the  first  temple,  when  they  saw  the  foun- 
e  secoud  temple  laid,  wept  aloud  for  joy.  May  this 
i  i uracil  into  grief,  but  grow  purer  and  greater  as 
enerations  of  our  descendants  arise  for  the  better 

the  duties  we  undertake  and  transmit.  As  long  as 
stands,  may  those  who  come  within  its  walls  remem- 

should  themselves  be  living  temples  of  God,  keeping 
clean  for  the  visits  of  his  holy  spirit.    We  dedicate 

to  the  it  lit  ion,  the  ritual,  and  the  virtues  of  our 
/  ii* j  w roii^,  lio  vice,  no  discord  ever  enter  here  ;  but 
hero  us  sentiments  be  nurtured,  noble  deeds  be  done, 
pal  hies  and  innocent  joys  be  experienced,  until  the 
rumble  beneath  the  touch  of  time.  And  when  time 
H'  no  more,  may  a  multitude,  here  trained  for  bliss, 
hat  temple  not  made  with  hands,'  eternal  in  the  heav- 
ing, in  the  name  of  the  Masonic  Brotherhood  through- 
1,  in  the  name  of  the  sainted  and  illustrious  members 
-  in  the  pa-t,  in  the  name  of  the  pure  spirit  and  pur- 
Ht  imtiou  itself,  we  dedicate  this  our  temple  in  solemn 

e,  O  thou  Supreme  Architect  of  the  universe.  Amen. 

id  Maxtor  directed  the  Grand  Marshal  to  make 

g  Proclamation :  — 

f,  —  I  am  directed  by  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  to 

d  I  do  hereby  proclaim,  that  this  Masonic  Temple  has 

ly  dedicated  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master 

il  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  on  this  St.  John's  Day, 

L.  58 G 7.    This  Proclamation  is  made  from  the  East, 

ie  South,  once,  twice,  thrice.    The  craft  will  take 

nd  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
6 
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CHOIR. 
Te  Deum  Laud  am  us, 

The  ceremonies  concluded,  the  President  addressed  th 
Grand  Master. 

ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT  JOHN  SUN. 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  —  It  is  do!  for  the  pui 
pose  of  making  an  address,  or,  as  we  sometimes  say,  a  speed 
on  this  occasion,  that  I  rise,  but  simply  to  express  my  sincer 
thanks  for  the  invitation  I  have  received  to  be  here  a: id  witnes 
and  participate  in  the  dedication  of  this  building  conrecraii  ,1  i 
Freemasonry.  And  in  being  here,  I  would  be  doing1  myself  ai 
injustice  were  I  to  conceal  the  sincere  and  profound  gratitude. 
hiiv*1  experienced  in  being  introduced  and  received  as  the  guest  o 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts.  This  will  be  one  of  thi 
events  in  my  life  to  be  remembered  so  long  as  the  current  that  i 
now  flowing  from  the  central  stream  shall  continue  to  flow.  Th 
remembrance  of  this  occasion  and  this  event  will  only  expire  oi 
terminate  with  my  existence.  I  am  proud,  I  am  gratified,  tha 
the  opportunity  has  been  offered  me  to  participate  with  you  oi 
the  present  occasion,  and  to  be  your  brother  here,  It  has  beet 
one  of  the  boasts  of  my  life,  though  not  often  expressed,  that  ] 
belonged  to  an  association  which,  though  not  political,  embrace: 
pi  inciples  which  are  not  confined  to  particular  localities  0 
countries,  but  which  have  a  marked  universality,  and  embrace; 
within  its  grasp  the  whole  human  race,  makiiii:  us  u]\  LiP'tluTS< 

<u  [illemen,  or,  I  should  say,  brothers,  please  accept  my  sin 
cere  thanks,  for  they  are  indeed  sincere,  for  this  most  eerdia 
welcome. 

The  Grand  Chaplain  pronounced  the  benediction. 
There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Lodge  wa; 
closed  in  Ample  Form  at  half-past  ten  o'clock,  a.h* 
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THE  PROCESSION. 

ml  gun  was  discharged  at  eleven  o'clock,  when  the 
mo  veil  in  the  following  order :  — 

HA XI >  ESCORT  OF  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAKS. 

NCAMPMENT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE 
ISLAND. 

}iiahles  Adams  Stott  (mounted)  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

M.E.  Sir  Chables  Henry  Titus,  Grand  Master. 

-i  i  wt  Sew  all  Gardner,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  Templars 

in  the  United  States. 
Sir  William  Wilson  Baker,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
li  am  II-  Strickland,  Fast  Grand  Commander  of  Pennsylvania. 
R*E.  Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  Grand  Generalissimo. 
McKe an,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  of  Grand  Commandery 

of  Pennsylvania. 
■Vi  m  e  a  u  Bullock  B landing  as  Grand  Captain-General. 
E«  Sir  Solon  Thornton,  Grand  Recorder. 
E.  Sir  William  Butler  as  Grand  Treasurer, 
ir  William  Warland  Clapp  as  Grand  Sword-Bearer. 
Sir  Nicholas  Van  Sltck  as  Grand  Standard-Bearer. 
,  Sir  Samuel  Duncan  Saroeant  as  Grand  Warder. 
Hen  b  r  Phelps  Perkins,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 
E,  Sir  En  en  Flago  Gat,  Grand  Sentinel. 

SATE  ENCAMPMENTS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND 
RHODE  ISLAND. 

St.  John's,  Providence,  R.I.  (70.) 
SheparcTs  Band.  (20.) 

nuel  BL  Ginnodo  Grand  Commander 

Nkwist  eiyi-ort,  Newburtport,  Mass.  (36.) 
.1  h  dtanics  Brass  Band.    ( 18. ) 

in  N.  Pike  Grand  Commander. 

Washington,  Newport,  R.I. 
npmrni  did  not  appear  in  line,  but  several  of  its  members  were  in  the 
ranks  of  St.  John's  Encampment. 
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Worcester  County,  Worcester,  Mass.  (51*) 
Tenth  Regiment's  Band.    (20. } 
M  E.  Sir  Henry  Goddard   Grand  Commander. 

Springfield,  Springfield,  Mar-.  (54.) 
Armory  Cornet  Band.  (18.) 

M.E.  Sir  Albert  E.  Foth  Grand  Commander. 

Be  Mo  lay,  Boston,  Mass.  (161.) 
Germania  Band,  (25.) 
M  E.  Rev.  Sir  John  W.  Dadmun  Grand  Commander 

Holy  Sepulchre,  Pawtucxet,  RJ 

This  Encampment  did  not  appear  in  line,  but  ten  members  were  in  the  rank*  of 
St.  John's  Encampment,  of  Providence,  RJ> 

Pilgrim,  Lowell,  Mass.  (73.) 
Lowell  Brigade  Band.  (20.) 

Sir  Samuel  T.  Lancaster  Generalissimo,  Commanding, 

Palestine,  Chelsea,  Mass.  (97.) 
Chelsea  Brass  Band.  (26.) 
I  .  Sir  George  H.  Marden  Grand  Commander. 

MlLFORD,  MlLFORD,  MASS.  (06.) 

Mechanics  Brass  Band.   ( 19. ) 

[ : .  Sir  George  E.  Stacy   Grand  Commander. 

Calvary,  Providence,  R.L  (108.) 
American  Brass  Band.  (24.) 

M.E,  Sir  Edwin  J.  Nightingale  Grand  Commander. 

Haverhill,  Haverhill,  Mass.  (75*) 
Haverhill  Cornet  Band.  (19.) 
Sir  Charles  P.  Messer  Captain-General,  Commanding. 

Old  Colony,  Abinqton,  Mass.  (95.) 
Bowles'  Brass  Band.  (19.) 
M.E.  Sir  Samuel  B.  Thaxter  Grand  Commander. 

Sutton,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  (62*) 
New  Bedjbrd  Brass  Band.    ( 13*) 
M  .E.  Sir  John  B.  Baylies  i   Grand  Commander. 

Bethany,  Lawrence,  Mass.  (65.) 
Lawrence  Brass  Band.   ( 19. ) 
M.E.  Sir  William  H.  Jaquith  Grand  Commander. 
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Win  blow  Lewis,  Salem,  Mass.  (66.) 
Salem  Brass  Band.  (18.) 

lkm  Sutton  Grand  Commander, 

Jeeubalrm,  Fitchburo,  Mass. 
amp  men  t  did  rut  appear  .in  line,  but  members  were  in  the  ranks  of 
Bethany  Encampment. 

Hugh  De  Patens,  Melrose,  Mass.  (104.) 
Regimental  Band  of  Charlestown.  426.) 

in  L.  Fuller  ,   .   .   .  *   Grand  Commander. 

Saint  Omsk,  South  Boston,  Mass.  (40.) 
Morse's  Band.  (18.) 
IcBean  Thaxter  Generalissimo,  Commanding. 

Berkshire,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
connkcticct  valley,  greenfield,  mass.  • 
Woonsocket,  Woonsocket,  R.I. 

\pmti\t$  did  not  appear  in  line,  but  several  members  were  in  the  ranks 
of  other  Encampments. 


NEW  YOBK. 

GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

v  Perrt  Grand  Treasurer 

SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES. 

Manhattan,  New  York.  (96.) 
Band. 

(••••I   Commander. 

fn  the  ranks  of  this  Commandery  were  delegations  from 

Morton,  New  York. 

Colombian,  New  York. 

I vm visible  Friends,  New  York. 

Clinton,  Brooklyn. 

De  Witt  Clinton,  Brooklyn. 

Hudson  Riyer,  Newburo.  (80.) 
Band. 

Scott  Commander. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

R  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Tufts  Grand  Cotnmandei 

(Officers  of  the  Grand  Command  r 

SUBORDINATE  COMMANDER  IE  S. 
Trinity,  Manchester.  (90.) 
Nashua  Cornet  Band.  (20.) 

E.  Sir  John  D.  Patterson  *   Comma tider 

In  the  ranks  of  this  Commandery  were  delegates  from 
Mount  Horeb,  Concord.  t 
Saint  George,  Nashua. 
North  Star,  Lancaster. 

Saint  Paul,  DoyER.  (126+) 
Dover  Cornet  Band. 

E.  Sir  Richard  N.  Ross  Commander 

In  the  ranks  of  this  Commandery  were  deleffates  from 
Bradford,  Biddeford,  Maine. 
De  Witt  Clinton,  Portsmouth. 
Sullivan,  Claremont. 


MAINE. 

GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MAINE, 

K.E.  Sir  MosB8  Dodob  Grand  Commander. 

(Officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery.) 

SUBORDINATE  COMMANDER  IKS, 

Maine,  Gardiner.  (46.) 
Gardiner  Brass  Band.  (18.) 
Y ,  Sir  James  M.  Larrabee  Commander 

Portland,  Portland.  (80.) 
Chandler's  Portland  Band.  (19.) 

E.  Sir  Franklin  Fox  Commander 

In  the  ranks  of  this  Commandery  was  a  delegation  from 
Saint  Alb  an 's,  Portland. 
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Trinity,  Augusta.  (40.) 

lo  Currier  .  Commander. 

In  the  rant*  of  this  Commandery  was  a  delegation  from 

De  Mo  lay,  Skowhbgan. 

Claremont,  Rockland.  (45.) 
's  N.  Gemmine  Commander. 


CONNECTICUT. 
The  GRAND  COMMANDERY  was  not  present. 
SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES. 

Washington,  Habtford.  (44.) 

as  H.  Seymour  Commander. 

Columbian,  Norwich.  (27.) 
IV.  S  ted  man  Commander. 

Palestine,  Nbw  London.  (26.) 
Beck  with  -  Commander. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

m 

n j am  in  Brown  French,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Templars  in 
the  United  States. 

Washington,  Washington.  (42.) 
United  States  Marine  Corps  Band.  (38.) 

l  B.  Will  Commander. 

Columbian,  Washington.  (61.) 

Stereos  Commander. 

ranks  of  this  Commandery  were  delegates  from  Baltimore,  Md. 


Extreme  left  line  of  Escort : 
Saint  Bernard,  Boston,  Mass.  (46.) 
The  members  of  this  Encampment  were  mounted. 
' .  Warren   Generalissimo,  Commanding. 

E.  Sir  Jonas  H.  French,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
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THE  LODGES. 

W.  WILLIAM  D.  8TRATTON,  GRAND  MARSHAL* 


Capt.  X  Kent,  Chief  of  Staff,  Boston. 
Col.  W.  L.  Candler,  Brookline. 
Frank  Bush,  Boston. 
Thomas  E.  Chamberlain,  Boston. 
Charles  W.  Stevens,  Boston. 


Col.  William  T,  Grammar,  Wol 
J.  W.  Chamber  1  in.  Boston. 
William  O.  Taylor,  Boston 
John  L.  Steven  son,  Boston. 
William  P.  Jones,  Boston. 


FIRST  DIVISION  —  BOSTON  DISTRICT, 
CHIEF,  THEODORE  H.  DUGAX,  BOSTON, 

ASSISTANT  MARSHALS. 

George  O.  Carpenter,  Boston.  Oliver  H.  Cole,  Boston. 

George  K.  Guild,  Boston.  John  W.  Davis,  Boston. 

George  H.  Chapman,  Boston.  Otis  H.  Pierce,  Boston. 

George  W.  McKown,  Boston.  Charles  F.  Wood,  Boston. 


Hammatt  .  . 
Joseph  Warren 
Revere  .  .  . 
Winslow  Lewis 
Germania  .  . 
Baalbec  .  .  . 
Mount  Tabor  . 


Mount  Lebanon 
Columbian  .  . 
Massachusetts  . 
St.  Andrew's  . 


St  John's  . 


Broum's  Brigade  Band. 
East  Boston     ..LB.  Nason 


Boston  .  . 
Boston  .  . 
Boston  .  . 
Boston  .  . 
East  Boston 
East  Boston 


Charles  M.  Avery 
George  T.  Ambrose 
Thomas  Spruguo  . 
A.  Sternfeld  .  , 
T.  A.  Foster  .  . 
Frederick  Pease  . 


Portsmouth  Cornet  Band. 


Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 


Ira  D.  Davenport . 
Josiah  A.  Steams 
Charles  O.  Fox  . 
William  F,  Davis  . 


GUmore't  Band. 
Boston    ....   James  B.  Pickett 


SECOND  DIVISION  —  CHARLESTOWN  DISTRICT, 
CHIEF,  GEORGE  W.  HEATH,  MELROSE. 
ASSISTANT  MARSHALS. 

Xevi  S.  Gould,  Melrose.  Charles  H.  1*1  mrg,  Melrose. 

Joseph  D.  Wild,  Melrose.  Joseph  H.  W I  kill,  Boston. 

Metropolitan  Band. 

Henry  Price  .  .  Charlestown  .  .  E.  T.  Woodward  ■  ,  W.  Mi 
Mount  Vernon     .   Maiden   ....  John  W.  Chapman  . 
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.    .  Melrose  . 

it    ,  Medford  . 

hem  Chelsea  . 

i  •   *  Lynn  .  . 

's   .  1  harlestown 


,  Daniel  Norton,  Jr. 
,  Henry  H.  Gilmore 
,  Charles  T.  Gay  . 
,  David  J.  Newhall . 
George  W.  Abbott 

f 

HIRD  DIVISION  —  ROXBURY  DISTRICT. 
CHIEF,  WILLIAM  P.  ANDERSON,  BOSTON. 


•W.  Master. 


ASSISTANT  MARSHALS. 


miiv)..  Boston 
I-  Boston. 

atick* 


Theodore  L.  Keiiey,  Boston. 
John  S.  Moulton,  Boston. 
Robert  C.  Dunham,  Boston. 

Dorchester  Cornet  Band. 


South  Boston 
Newtonville . 
South  Boston 
South  Boston 
Brighton  .  . 
Natick  .  . 
Dorchester  . 
Roxbury  .  . 
Framingham 


N.  A.  Apollonio  . 
L.  E.  Leland  .  . 
Benjamin  T.  Wells 
David  Armstrong 
E.  D.  Jones  .  . 
J.  H.  Parker  .  . 
Samuel  B.  Hildreth 
Samuel  Little  .  . 
John  Blair  .   .  . 


W.  Master. 


IRTH  DIVISION  — CAMBRIDGE  DISTRICT. 
:HIEFP  COL.  E.  L.  NORTON,  charlestown. 

ASSISTANT  MARSHALS. 


venaT  East  Cambridge, 
lef,  Combridgeport. 


J.  Frank  Conant,  Somerville. 
William  Locke,  Boston. 


Cambridge  Brass  Band. 


Bolmont  .  .  . 
Cambridge  .  . 
Somerrille  .  . 
Watertown  .  . 
East  Cambridge 
Waltham  .  . 
Cambridgeport 
West  Cambridge 
Concord  .   .  . 


William  W.  Mead  . 

William  Wright  .  . 
William  E.  Robinson 

William  H.  Clarke  . 

Henry  B.  Leighton  . 

Samuel  0.  Upham  . 

Fred.  W.  Gregory  . 

T.  G.  Buckman   .  . 

Geoige  P.  Howe  .  . 


W.  Master 
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FIFTH  DIVISION— SALEM  DISTRICT, 
CHIEF,  P.  K.  RANDALL,  UOSTON. 
ASSISTANT  MARSHALS, 

James  A.  Hill,  Beverly.  John  W.  Stevens,  South 

E.  Augustus  Annable,  Salem.  Da?  id  W.  Low,  Gioucea 

Beverly  Cornel  Band. 


John  T.  Heard 
Starr  King 
Amity 
Liberty 
Jordon 
Essex  . 
Tyrian 
Philanthropic 


Ipswich  ....  John  R.  Baker 

Salem   Dana  Z.  Smith  . 

Danvers  .    .    .    .  B.  R,  Tibbette  , 

Beverly  ....  David  S.  Shattuek 
South  Danvers     . .  A.  L.  Peirson  ,  . 

Salem   T,  J.  Hutchinson  . 

Gloucester   .    .    .  William  Baboon  . 

Marblehead  .   .   .  Jonathan  Cole 


SIXTH  DIVISION  —  NEWBUKYPORT  DISTRH 
CHIEF,  WILLIAM  HTJRD,  STQNEHAM. 


ASSISTANT  MAR  "  u.-. 


Col.  B.  F.  Watson,  Lawrence. 
Peter  D.  Smith.  Andover. 


Charles  C-  Dike,  Sfconeh 
Charles  G,  Jaekman,  Bo 


Tuscan  .  . 
John  Hancock 
Grecian  .  . 
St.  Matthew's 
Warren  .  . 
St.  Mark's  . 
Merrimac 


St  John's 


PeppereU  Brats  Band. 

Lawrence 
Methuen  . 
Lawrence 


Andover  . 
Amesbury 
Newbury  port 
Haverhill 


Pardon  Armington 
Jacob  Emerson,  Jr. 
John  llalgh  .  , 
E.  T.  WardweU  . 
Joseph  T.  Clarkson 
John  M.  Carter  . 
John  M.  Poor  ,  ■ 


Methuen  Cornet  Bund. 
Newburyport   .   .   Enoch  G.  Currier 


SEVENTH  DIVISION— LOWELL  DISTRICT 
CHIEF,  COL.  E.  P.  NETTLE  TON  ,  BOSTON, 
ASSISTANT  MARSHALS. 

Page  Eaton,  Jr.,  Boston.  S.  P.  Bartlett,  Winches! 

Charles  E.  Merrill,  Boston.  Thomas  J.  Marsh,  Jr.,  1 

Manchester  Cornet  Band. 
William  Parkman    Winchester  ...   A,  K.  P.  Joy  .   ■  . 
Caleb  Butler    .   .   Groton  Junction  .   C.  E.AIorrison    .  . 
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i  ,  ,   Woburn  ....   Thomas  G.  Davis    .   W.  Master. 
.   .   Lowell    ....   Frederic  T.  North    .  „ 
.    .   Grot  on    .   .       .   A.  L.  Fessenden  .   .  „ 

;hth  division— gkeenfield  district. 

CHIEF,  C.  A.  E.  EWING,  BOSTON. 
ASSISTANT  MAB8HAL8. 

■i-  i ,  Gardner.  Charles  F.  Sleeper,  Roxbury. 

Athol.  Charles  E.  Smith,  North  Attleboro'. 

Gardner  Cornet  Band. 

■  .  Gardner  .....  Henry  C.  Hill  ...  W.  Master. 

.  „  Orange   ....  A.  J.  Clark     ...  „ 

.  .  Enfield    .   .    .    .  C.  F.  Woods   ...  „ 

.  .  Greenfield   .   .   .  B.  S.  Parker  ...  „ 

SEVENTEENTH  DIVISION. 
Composed  of  Visiting  Brethren. 
CHIEF,  WILLIAM  F.  SALMON,  LOWELL. 
ASSISTANT  MARSHALS. 

Uler,  Lowell.  L.  L.  Jenkins,  Boston. 

;  Hill,  Shanghai,  China.     John  Harrington,  Boston, 
raj,  Roxbury.  George  W.  Booth,  Boston, 

lirbanks,  Charles  town.      Frederic  A.  Wellington,  Boston. 
it- Is,  Cliiirh-stown.  Dr.  William  Ingalls,  Boston, 

s,  Charleitown. 

Dunstable  Cornet  Band. 
•  im  was  fpd  fry  — 

lent  York  Lodge,  Lowell  —  H.  P.  Perkins,  W.  Master. 

landmark  Lodge,  Shanghai,  China,  C.  E.  Hill,  Past  Master. 

Lodge,  New  York.  This  Lodge  was  instituted  Dec.  5,  A.L. 
one  hundred  and  ten  years  old.  The  brethren  brought  with 
Vashiugton  Bible,"  upon  which  George  Washington  took  his 
office  as  President  of  the  United  States,  the  oath  being  ad- 
f  Chancellor  Robert  Livingston.  The  Bible  is  one  hundred 
i' I  a  curious  specimen  of  antique  printing.  It  was  borne 
an,  and  escorted  by  Sir  Knights  W.  Edwards,  of  Morton 
1  f  No.  5,  New  York;  R.  T.  Edwards  and  E.  D.  De  Groot,  of 
>n  Cotnmandery,  No.  28,  New  York ;  Fred.  Berry,  of  Morton 
,  No.  4,  New  York;  and  Henry  C.  Haskell  and  W.  J.  Haight, 
...jmjjLiii'      ,  No.  2,  Albany,  N.Y. 
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Lodge  No.  43,  Lancaster,  Pa 


Orient  Lodge,  Thomaston,  Me.,  Cyrus  Maxey,  "W\  Master. 

Emanuel  Lodge,  No.  654,  of  New  York  city  —  B.  Shumau,  W.  Master. 

Following  came  representatives  of  other  Masonic  Bodies  abroad t  as  fottoirs:— 

St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  397,  Prince  Edward's  Island —  IL  E.  Star  bird,  W. 
Master,  of  Charlottetown. 
Fenton  Lodge,  No.  109,  Fenton,  Michigan  —  C.  W.  Coe. 
Hiram  Lodge,  Washington,  D.C.  —  M.  B.  Moody. 
St.  James'  Lodge,  No.  94,  Edinburgh,  Scotland  —  H.  E.  Smith. 
m  J  lines'  Lodge,  No.  448,  Halifax,  England  —  William  Vickana, 
St*  Andrew's  Lodge,  Portsmouth,  N.H.  —  Nelson  H.  Cross. 
Blair  Lodge,  No.  393,  Chicago  — J.  W.  Anderson. 
Ancient  Landmark  Lodge,  Portland — John  A.  Frazer. 
Burns  Lodge,  No.  352,  Halifax,  N.S.  —  H.  Nelson. 
New  Caledonia  Lodge,  No.  565,  Pictou,  N.S.  — Colin  McDonald. 
Albion  Lodge,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S.  —  Robert  Dwar. 
Alley  Lodge,  St.  Stephen's,  N.B.  —  W.  A.  Babcock, 
Meridian  Lodge,  Pittsfield,  Me. 
Mount  Norris  Lodge,  Eden,  Vt 
Golden  Rule  Lodge,  Putney,  Vt. 
Vermont  Lodge,  No.  18,  Windsor,  Vt. 
Arundel  Lodge,  Kennebunkport,  Me. 
Nezinscott  Lodge,  Turner,  Me . 
John  Hancock  Lodge,  New  York. 
Aurora  Lodge,  No.  49,  Henniker,  N  M 


Harmony  Lodge,  Gorham,  Me. 
St.  Croix  Lodge,  Calais,  Me. 
Maine  Lodge,  No.  20,  East  Wilton,  Me. 
Eastern  Lodge,  No.  7,  Eastport,  Me. 
Utica  Lodge,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

NINTH  DIVISION  — PITTSFIELD  DISTRICT. 
CHIEF,  GEORGE  D.  FENNO,  BOSTOX, 


I^xfayetto  .  .  .  North  Adams  .  .  J.  H.  Shunmay  .  .  W,  Master, 
Cineinnatus .   .   .   Great  Barrington  .   H.  T.  Bobbins ,   .  , 


ASSISTANT  MARSHALS. 


W.  W.  H.  Briggs,  North  Adams. 
Col.  C.  H.  Hovey,  Boston. 


Walter  F.  Gtirdncr,  Boston. 
Dexter  C.  Bellows,  Chicopee. 


Band. 
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EXTH  DIVISION —  SPRINGFIELD  DISTRICT. 
CHIEF,  DAVID  PUL8IFEB,  BOSTON. 
ASSISTANT  MARSHALS. 

-,  Springfield.  William  H.  Guild,  Boston. 

?help&,  Ware*  William  H.  Pattee,  Arlington. 

Arlington  Band. 

,  »  .    Ware   George  Robinson .   .   W.  Master. 

i .  ,  •  Springfield  .   .   .  George  T.  Weaver  .  „ 

.  .  .  MunMon  .    .    .    .  E.  F.  Morris    ...  „ 

.  .  ,  Warren  ....  John  Wetherbee  .   .  „ 

,  .  ,  Springfield  .    .    .  W.  E.  Granger    .    .  „ 

.  .  .  Northampton   .   .  Joseph  C.  Williams  .  „ 

,  .  .  Palmer    ....  J.  B.  Shaw  ....  „ 


SVENTH  DIVISION  — WORCESTER  DISTRICT. 
CJIIKF,  A.  S.  CUSHMAN,  NEW  BEDFORD. 
ASSISTANT  MARSHALS. 


,  Southbridge. 
A.  Goodell. 


Ashland  . 
Hudson  . 
Leo  minster 
Worcester 
Clinton  ; 
Barre  .  . 
Worcester 


A.  L.  Burditt,  Leominster. 
Henry  C.  Greeley,  Clinton. 


Band. 


George  F.  Seaver 
J.  L.  Harriman 
J.  P.  Lockey   .  . 
Albert  Walbridge 
Daniel  Marsh  .  . 
J.  F.  Snow  .   .  . 
C.  G.  Reed  .   .  . 


W.  Master. 


rWELFTH  DIVISION— MILFORD  DISTRICT. 
CHIEF,  W.  HENRY  ALLEN,  BOSTON. 

ASSISTANT  MARSHALS.  • 


e,  Boston, 
Bird,  Boston. 


remple 
Y    .  ■ 


HoILi8ton . 
Hopkinton 
Webster  . 
Grafton  . 
\  .  ridge 
Miiford  . 


William  F.  Draper,  Miiford. 
George  W.  Hunt,  Hopkinton. 
Band. 

,   F.  E.  Whiting     .    .   W.  Master 

George  M.  Oakes 
.   E.  F.  Smith    .  . 
.   F.  Waterman  . 
,   Charles  A.  Taft  . 
.   Alfred  A.  Burrill  , 
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THIRTEENTH  DIVISION  — TAUNTON  DISTRICT. 
CHIEF,  J.  ALBA  DAVIS,  BOSTON. 
ASSISTANT  MARSHALS. 

Solomon  Shumway,  Webster.  J.  J.  Whitmarah,  Taunton. 

Charles  S.  Segrave,  Uxbridge.  D.  K+  Cross,  Bob  ton, 

Ashland  Band. 


Hyde  Park  . 
Alfred  Baylies 
St*  James  . 
Bine  Hill  . 
Orient    .  . 

loan's  . 
Rising  Star  . 
King  Darid 
Bristol    .  . 


.  Dorchester  .  . 

.  Taunton  .  . 

.  Mansfield 

.  Canton    .  . 

South  Dedham 

.  Foxboro' 

.  Stoughton  . 

.  Taunton  .  . 

.  Attleboro'  . 


.  Enoch  P.  Davis 

.  S.  H.  Eddy  ■  , 

.  William  G.  Allen 

.  E.  B.  Eager  . 

.  J.  Y .  Everett  . 

.  Elisha  White,  Jr. 

.  Brad  ford  ££inaley 

.  John  K.  Brown 

.  John  B.  Maintain 


W+  Master. 


FOURTEENTH  DIVISION  — NEW  BEDFORD  DISTRICT. 
CHIEF,  WILLIAM  J.  UNDEKWOOD,  BOSTON* 
ASSISTANT  MARSHALS* 

James  F.  Chipman,  New  Bedford.        Charles  F.  Wells,  SotnerTiUe, 
William  B.  Bothamly,  Belmont  M.  A.  May  hew,  Boston. 

Middleboro*  Cornet  Hand, 

Mayflower  .  .  .  Middleboro'  .  .  B.  F.  Tripp  .  .  .  W.  Master, 
i'ioneer  ....   Somerset     .   .   .   N.  S  D&y\b,    ...  „ 


FIFTEENTH  DIVISION  —  BARNSTABLE  DISTRICT. 
CHIEF,  OTIS  E.  WELD,  BOSTON. 


A.  C,  Swift,  flyannis. 
N.  Bacon,  Jr.,  Boston. 


A88ISTANT  MARSHALS. 

J.  R,  Bacon ,  Jr.,  Den ni sport. 
George  W.  Hacy,  Nantucket. 

Band. 


Adams  .  .  . 
James  Otis  .  . 
Pilgrim  .  .  .' 
De  Witt  Clinton 
Mount  Horeb  . 
King  Hiram 


Wellfleet  .  . 
Barnstable  .  . 
South  Harwich 
Sandwich  .  . 
West  Harwich  . 
Province  town  . 


N.  Rich,  Jr,  * 
George  Mars  ton 
N,  D.  Kelley  . 
A.  F.  Sherman 
Ozias  C.  Baker 
John  W.  At  wood 


W. 
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TEENTH  DIVISION  —  PLYMOUTH  DISTRICT. 
CHIEF,  JAMES  A.  FOX,  BOSTON. 
ASSISTANT  MARSHALS. 

ridges,  Newtonville.  E.  Waters  Burr,  Hingham. 

Spear,  Newtonville.  A.  E.  Scott,  Lexington. 

South  Hingham  Band. 

.   .  .  Cohasset ....  James  H.  Bouve  .  .  W.  Master. 

.  .  Abington    .   .   .  H.  F.  Whidden    .  .  „ 

»    .  .  North  Bridgewater  Enos  H.  Reynolds  .  „ 

.   .  .  Plymouth    .   .   .  Charles  H.  Rogers  .  „ 

Weymouth  Brass  Band, 

>pe  .  Weymouth  .  •  .  William  Humphrey  .  „ 
on  .  .  Randolph  .  .  .  John  B.  Thayer  „ 
ie  .   .  Duxbury    .   .   .   George  T.  Sampson  .  „ 

Quittcy  Brass  Band, 

.  .  .  Quincy  ....  Levi  Stearns  ...  „ 
.  .  .  Bridgewater  .  .  W.  R.  Churchill  .  .  „ 
.   .   .  Hingham    .   .   .   Charles  N.  Marsh .   .  „ 

TEENTH  DIVISION— ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTERS. 
Chelsea  Brass  Band, 

ui's  Chapter,  East  ^Boston,  M.E.  John  Ttber,  High  Priest 

tOYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  (in  carriages). 

M.E.  Richard  Briggs,  Grand  High  Priest 

ne  carriages  provided  by  the  Lodges,  Chapters,  and  Encamp- 
iged  and  infirm  Brethren.] 

HaWs  Brass  Band. 

Cncampment  of  Knights  Templars,  acting  as  Guard  of  Honor  to 
>rand  Lodge,  Sir  Charles  E.  Powers,  Generalissimo,  Command- 
rided  into  eight  Companies. 

;  Company,  General  Samuel  C.  Lawrence,  Captain, 
d  „  Major  General  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  „ 
„  Samuel  W.  Clifford,  „ 
i  „  Caleb  Drew,  „ 
1  „  Henry  C.  Hunt,  „ 
i  „  Gideon  Haynes,  „ 
a       „       William  G.  Train,  „ 
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THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
(in  carriages.) 

Br.  Eben  F.  Gay  Grand  Trier 

Br,  C,  C.  Wentworth  Grand  Chorister 

First  Tenors. 

Br.  Edward  Prescott.  Br.  Daniel  F.  Fitz. 

Br,  William  B.  Merrill.  Br.  George  H.  Elliott 

Second  Tenors. 

Br.  J.  Lewis  Bracket*.  Br.  H.  J,  Perkins. 

Br.  Henry  A.  Cook.  Br.  Reuben  Ring. 

First  Bassos. 

Br.  George  A.  Veazie,  Jr.        .  Br.  George  F.  Milliken 

Br.  J.  J.  Kimball.  Br.  George  H.  Hood. 

Second  Bassos. 

Br.  Henry  Alexander.  Br.  Joseph  H.  Bate*. 

Br.  Charles  Bates.  Br.  Henry  C.  Baxnabee. 

W.  John  B.  Rhodes  .    .   .  Grand  Organist 

„  H,  M.  Dow  Assistant  Grand  Organiit 

„  Ivory  H.  Pope  } 

„  L.  H.  GamweU    V  Grand  Lecturer*. 

JP  E  Dana  Bancroft  j 

»  Cliarles  Heywood  )  Grand  Pursuivant*. 

i ,  J.  Edward  Everett  ^ 

„  Ni eh Mas  Johnson  Grand  Standard  Bearer 

„  Arthur  Cheney 

n  Henry  P.  Perkins       J  Grand  Steward* 

„  if  H.  F.  Whittemore  f 

Jh  Edu  urd  Stearns  J 

„  Frederick  J.  Foss  J un ior  G  rand  Deacon. 

„  Clement  A.  Walker  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

IP  Rw.  William  R.  Alger  i  . 
u     n  JohnW.DadmunJ    •  Grand  Ouipto. 


DIBTEICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MA8TEKS. 


R,W,  Z.  L.  Bicknell  .  . 
„  R.  S.  Pope  .  .  . 
(J     George  H.  Taber  . 

Jonathan  R.  Gay  . 
„     Henry  C.  Skinner  . 

A.  O.  Burditt  .  . 
.  .  David  W.  Crafts  . 
„  Henry  Chickering.. 
, ,  Ithamar  F.  Conkey 
„     Charles  Kimbail  . 

Lemuel  O  Bishop  . 


District  No.  16. 

15, 
14 

18. 

ii. 

10. 
2. 
8. 

t 
6. 
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George  H.  Peirson     .......  District  No.  6. 

Henry  Endicott   „      „  4. 

Cephas  Brigham   „      „  3. 

S.  0.  Dearborn    „      „  2. 

James  A.  Fox   „      „  1. 

is  Levi  Woodbury   Corresponding  G.  Secretary . 

?s  W.  Moore   Recording  G.  Secretary. 

McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

as  Tolman   Past  Grand  Warden. 

IHarwood  

)rd  L.  Wales  

P*Min&  

m  North   „  „ 

ell  T.  Davis   „  „ 



si  K.  Hutchinson   „  „ 

I.  Sheppard  

Ml  Wright  

C.Jones  

edl  P.  Wilder  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

3  W.  Warren  , 

s  R.  Train   „ 

i  R.  Paige   

P.Wells  

un  A.  Dame    „ 

»  G.  Smith  

n  Parkman  Past  Grand  Master. 

n  D.  Coolidge   „  „ 

'Heard  \ 

w  Lewis.   „  „ 

W.  Robinson   „  „ 

entatives  of  Grand  Lodges  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
>nt,  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia. 

Mulliken  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

I  P.  Oliver  Senior    „   •  „ 

A.  Thompson  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Open  barouche,  drawn  by  six  hone*,  containing 

exson  President  of  the  United  States. 

B8  C.  Dams  Grand  Master. 

any  of  Boston  Encampment,  Sir  William  H.  Kent,  Captain, 
d  cross  lances,  acted  as  special  Guard  of  Honor  around  the 
Grand  Master's  carriage. 

Lngraham  Grand  Sword-bearer. 

8 
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THE  MARCH 

Began  at  precisely  eleven  o'clock,  and  the  Procession  passed 
over  the  route  from  the  Common  through  Boylston,  Arling- 
ton, Beacon,  Cornhill,  Dock  Square,  South  Market,  Com- 
mercial, State,  Washington,  Franklin,  Winthrop  Square, 
Devonshire,  Summer,  Union  Park,  Shawmut  Avenue,  and 
Tremont  Streets,  reaching  the  Music  Hall  at  five  o'clock,  p.m. 
The  distance  was  probably  four  miles,  and  when  the  head  ol 
the  Procession  reached  Winter  on  Tremont  Street,  the  reai 
was  in  Summer  Street. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  the  escort  at  Winter  Street, 
the  Knights  wheeled  into  line  and  opened  ranks,  while  the 
Lodges  opened  to  the  right  and  left.  The  M.W.  Gran<] 
Master,  with  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  member* 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  Subordinates  according  U 
their  districts,  passed  through  the  open  lines  and  were  saluted 
The  Knights  Templars  saluted  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  its 
guests  by  "Hail  to  the  Chief"  from  every  band  successively 
the  drooping  of  standards,  and  the  salute  of  the  sword. 

EXERCISES  AT  MUSIC  HALL. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain  William  E.  Alger. 

O  thou  Infinite  Spirit,  who  fillest  immensity  and  eternity  wit! 
ttiy  presence,  we  adore  thee  as  the  Maker  and  Ruler  of  all  things 
Glory  to  thy  name  that  our  eyes  are  permitted  to  behold  the  ligb 
of  this  day.  Thanks  for  the  guardianship  under  which  our  Orde 
has  hitherto  flourished,  and  for  the  auspicious  signs  in  which  i 
rejoices  now.  Thanks,  O  Lord,  for  all  the  good  which  masoni 
institutions  have  done.  Purified  from  every  imperfection,  ma; 
they  become  even  more  blameless  in  thy  sight  and  more  gloriou 
in  their  working  among  men.    We  supplicate  thy  blessings  npoi 


rHE  GRAND  LODGE  OP  MASSACHUSETTS . 


59 


s,  duties,  and  hopes  of  this  occasion.  May  thy  grace 
t  to  cause  us  to  do  all  things  to  thine  acceptance,  and 
true  profit.  We  ask  it  for  the  sake  of  our  interests, 
name  of  thy  goodness.  O  hear  and  answer  our  prayer, 
Y  benediction  be  upon  all  our  brethren  %  whether  scat- 
rth  or  gathered  in  heaven.  And  all  the  praise  shall  be 
,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

>ir  sang  the  "  Te  Deum  Laudamus." 

•and  Master  introduced  Rev.  William  S.  Studley, 

jred  the  following  — 

• 

ORATION. 

vful  Grand  Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  and  Worshipful  Mem- 
he  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  of 
I  Accepted  Masons  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts :  — 

out  upon  this  assembly,  and  seeing  so  many  persons* 
ks  and  wisdom  are  inwrought  with  the  masonic  history 
leration,  it  is  with  unfeigned  diffidence  that  I  occupy 
now  the  position  which  your  unmerited  favor  has 
e.    It  would  have  been  my  preference,  most  assuredly, 
at  the  feet  of  any  one  of  you,  and  to  have  heard  what 
readily  impart  out  of  the  treasures  of  your  masonic 
i  and  experience,  rather  than  to  take  upon  myself, 
moment,  the  function  of  utterance  to  your  rejoicing 
hopes.    But,  as  a  true  craftsman,  I  could  not  refuse 
i  voice  of  the  Grand  Master,  when  he  bade  me  come 
my  recently  chosen  home  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio, 
to  some  extent,  in  augmenting  the  interest  of  this  glad 
Perhaps  he  thought  it  was  fitting  that  the  same  brother 
i  prayer  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  new 
uld  lead  in  the  praises  which  to-day  attend  the  bringing 
i  cap-stone.    But  I  should  have  been  tempted  to  resist 
idding  of  the  Grand  Master,  had  I  not  been  abundantly 
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satisfied  that,  however  inadequate  to  the  occasion  my  few  won 
might  be,  the  occasion  itself  would  be  sufficiently  instructive  ai 
eloquent  to  compensate  for  any  mere  individual  deficiencies  < 
speech  or  action. 

Though  we  are  not  here  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  tl 
extreme  antiquity  of  our  Order,  yet  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  1 
glance  briefly  at  its  history ;  not  for  the  purpose  of  substantiate 
the  traditions  and  myths  of  those  enthusiastic  writers  who  hai 
claimed  with  gravity  that  its  origin  was  coeval  with  the  creatio 
of  man ;  nor  even  to  insist  upon  what  more  sober  men  hai 
claimed  —  that  it  had  its  origin  far  back  in  the  religious  myst< 
ries  of  the  ancient  world ;  but  to  show  that  its  history  can  t 
traced  to  a  period  more  than  nine  hundred  years  distant  froi 
us  —  a  period  remote  enough,  one  would  think,  to  satisfy  an 
American  member  of  the  Order  who  is  desirous  to  explore  tt 
herald's  college  in  search  of  antique  genealogy. 

According  to  some  authorities,  our  Order  had  its  origin  anion 
^operative  Masons  in  the  early  part  of  the  middle  ages.  •] 
sprung  from  the  difficulty  of  finding  enough  men  of  skill,  in  an 
one  country  of  Europe,  to  build  the  cathedrals  and  other  eccles 
astical  structures  of  that  period.  '  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  skil 
ful  men  from  various  countries  formed  a  fraternity  of  architect 
and  builders  or  Masons,  and  they  travelled  from  country  t 
country,  as  their  services  were  required.  They  encamped  i 
tents  or  huts  by  themselves,  and  framed  regulations  for  their  ow 
government,  according  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  thei 
occupation,  and  the  itinerant  lives  they  were  called  to  leac 
They  styled  themselves  "  Free,"  because  they  were  at  liberty  t 
work  whenever  they  chose.  Many  of  the  public,  buildings  < 
England,  in  the  Gothic  style,  were  erected  by  men  in  companie 
of  this  association,  and  it  is  quite  reasonable  to  suppose,  as  som 
distinguished  historians  have  done,  that  the  institution  of  specc 
lative  Freemasonry  was  derived  from  this  professional  brothei 
hood  of  travelling  architects  and  artisans.  They  doubtless  ha 
signs,  and  tokens,"  and  emblems,  by  which  they  might  know  on 
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ind  which  tended  to  promote  mutual  assistance  and 
wship. 

tenth  century,  the  Freemasons  of  England  enjoyed  the 
otection  of  King  Athelstane,  receiving  from  him  a 
hold  their  stated  assemblies,  and  to  enact  laws  for 
orate  government.  As  early  as  the  year  926,  a  Lodge 
ited  in  Yorkshire.  The  tradition  concerning  this  Lodge 
was  instituted  at  Audley,  near  the  city  of  York,  by  a 
am  King  Athelstane,  and  that  it  was  under  the  patron- 
;  King's  brother,  Edwin,  whose  seat  was  at  Audley. 
her  this  tradition  be  true  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  there 
ancient  Lodge  at  York,  the  original  charter  of  which, 
t  Anglo  Saxon,  is  said  to  be  yet  preserved ;  and  the 
>elieved  to  have  been  continued  in  regular  succession  at 
down  to  the  present  day. 

5,  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  an  act  was  passed 
g  the  meetings  of  the  Chapters  and  congregations  of 
•ecause  of  an  alleged  interference  on  their  part  with  the 
ind  wages  of  laborers.  Queen  Elizabeth,  at  one  time, 
tQ  suppress  the  Order  altogether,  but  by  some  means 
wrath  was  diverted  from  this  purpose  into  some  other 

welflh  century  the  Masons  pushed  their  "way  into  Scot- 
re  they  have  ever  since  been  a  prosperous  and  influential 
James  I.  patronized  the  Lodge  of  Scotland  and  specified 
it  of  revenue  to  be  paid  by  every  Master  Mason  to  the 
ister,  who  was  to  be  a  man  nobly  born,  or  a  clergyman, 
3  appointment  was  to  be  approved  by  the  crown, 
thirteenth  century,  the  German  branch  of  the  Order 
he  name  of  Freemasons,  and  took  upon  themselves  the 
s  of  fidelity  and  obedience  to  those  laws  by  which  their 
rethren  were  governed. 

:hi8  period,  it  is  believed,  the  Order  was  composed  for 
part  of  operative  architects  and  builders,  but  gradually, 
he  'admission  of  many  learned  and  'scientific  men  into 
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its  ranks,  the  speculative  element  assumed  a  pre-eminence  ove 
the  operative,  until,  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  centurj 
the  operative  element  had  almost  entirely  given  place  to  the  specu 
lative  ;  and,  from  that  time  to  this,  the  Order  has  spread  throng 
the  world  as  a  speculative  symbolical  system,  and  has  gathered  t 
itself  adherents  from  all  classes  of  society,  all  shades  of  politic! 

iment,  all  denominations  of  religionists,  all  departments  < 
art  and  industry. 

The  social  character  of  Masonry  in  England  two  hundred  yeai 
ei^o  is  shown  in  a  volume  of  local  history,  which  was  writte 
ii  bout  1666,  by  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society  and  historigraphc 
to  the  King.    This  volume  says :  — 

"They  have  a  custom  in  Staffordshire  of  admitting  men  into  tt 
society  of  Freemasons,  that  in  the  moorlands  of  this  country  seems  t 
be  of  greater  request  than  anywhere  else,  though  I  find  the  custoi 
spread,  more  or  less,  all  over  the  nation ;  (or  here  I  found  persons  ■ 
the  most  eminent  quality  that  did  not  disdain  to  be  of  this  fellowshi; 
.  .  .  into  which  society,  when  any  are  admitted,  they  call  a  meeting 
or  Lodge,  as  they,  term  it,  in  some  place,  which  must  consist  at  least  < 
five  or  six  of  the  ancients  of  the  Order,  whom  the  candidates  presei 

i  h  gloves,  .  .  .  and  entertain  with  a  collation.  .  .  .  This  ended,  tb< 
proceed  to  the  admission  of  [the  candidates],  which  chiefly  consists 
the  communication  of  certain  secret  signs,  whereby  they  are  known 
one  another  all  over  the  nation,  and  by  which  means  they  have  maint 
nance  whithersoever  they  travel ;  for  if  any  man  appear,  though  alt 
gether  unknown,  that  can  show  any  of  these  signs  to  a  fellow  of  tl 
^  ciety,  whom  they  otherwise  call  an  Accepted  Mason,  he  is  oblig< 
presently  to  come  [to  the  stranger] ,  .  .  .  what  hazard  or  inconvenien 
£  never  he  [may  be  at  in  doing  «o] ,  to  know  his  pleasure  and  assist  hii 
If  he  wants  work,  [the  brother]  to  whom  he  applies  is  bound  to  find  hi 
some ;  or,  if  he  cannot  do  that,  to  give  him  money,  or  otherwise  su 
port  him  till  work  can  be  had.  [This]  is  one  of  their  articles.  And 
is  another  that  they  advise  the  masters  they  work  for  according  to  t 
belt  of  their  skill,  .  .  .  that  Masonry  be  not  dishonored.  [They  hav 
many  such  like  [articles]  that  are  commonly  known ;  but  some  othe 
they  have  to  which  they  are  sworn  after  their  fashion,  that  none  km 
but  themselves." 

Thomas  Ash  mole,  a  philosopher,  antiquary,  and  man  of  gre 
learning,  was  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  Masons'  Corpor 
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ndon,  in  ijie  year  1646.  In  his*  private  diary,  under 
ixch  10,  1682,  he  speaks  of  receiving  a  summons  to 
jodge  the  next  day  at  Masons'  Hall.  Under  date  of 
,  he  gives  an  account  of  attending  the  Lodge,  and 
q  the  names  of  new  members  "  admitted  into  the  felT 
the  Lodges."  He  also  mentions  "  a  noble  dinner,"  of 
tartook,  "  prepared  at  the  charge  of  the  new  Accepted 

h  concerning  the  antiquity  of  our  Order.  What  has 
I  think,  will  serve  to  show  that  when  we  have  relin- 
l  that  is  purely  mythic  and  traditional  in  its  history, 
of  Freemasons  has  a  legitimate  record  among  the  old- 
ions  of  the  modern  world. 

lerable  as  it  is,  Masonry  is  still  vigorous  in*  heart  and 
may  be  well  in  this  connection  to  indicate  the  particu- 
>  which  it  is  entitled  among  the  moral  organizations  of 
What  this  rank  should  be  is  obvious  enough  to  its 
ligent  and  sober-minded  adherents ;  but  some  enthusi- 
>rought  reproach  upon  the  Institution  in  time  past,  by 
br  it  positions  which  it  never  designed  to  occupy, 
lg  a  fraternity  of  operative  architects  and  builders, 
for  their  own  convenience  and  protection,  as .  they 
here  and  there  in  various  countries,  it  has  grown  to  be 
zation  of  almost  world-wide  social  affinities  and  char- 
cities. 

is  neither  more  nor  less  than  this  —  an  ancient  and 
id  social  and*  charitable  brotherhood,  deriving  its  pri- 
ciples  of  government  from  the  precepts  of  God's  word, 
rer  intended  to  supersede  religion,  to  take  the  place,  of 
ia,  to  interfere  with  the  sacraments,  nor  to  take  charge 
ipiritual  culture.  It  has  never  aimed  to  control  man's 
aith  any  further  than  to  insist  that  its  own  members,  of 
degrees,  shall  believe  in  God,  the  Father  Almighty, 
hose  of  the  higher  degrees  shall  superadd  a  faith  ,in  the 
revelation.    Masonry  leaves  to  the  Church  the  minis- 
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t  rati  on  of  the  Divine  ordinances,  and  the  distinctive  wt 
developing  man's  religious  affections  toward  God.  Its  w. 
Rim  is  to  develop  among  men,  and  especially  among  iti 
adherents,  a  principle  of  charity ;  n  nd  by  this  I  do  not 
merely  that  spirit  of  beneficence  which  leads  us  to  render  mt 
aid  to  the  poor  and  sympathy  to  the  sorrowing,  but  that 
and  catholic  charity  which  the  apostle  Paul  declares  to  be  g 
even  than  faith  or  hope ;  that  large  and  enlightened  spi 
brotherly  love  which  "  suffereth  long  and  is  kind,  which  e 
not,  which  vaunteth  not  itself,  which  is  not  puffed  up,  whiel 
uot  behave  itself  unseemly,  which  seeketh  not  its  own,  wh 
not  easily  provoked,  which  thinketh  no  evil,  which  rejoice 
in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth,  which  huareth  all  t 
believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  things." 

That  this  is  the  teaching  as  well  as  the  aim  of  Masonry 
who  are  familiar  with  its  practical  results  will  bear  ample  wi 
Its  history  has  ever  been  marked  with  a  spirit  of  charii 
forbearance  toward  each  other  among  its  own  disciples ;  a 
sition  to  bear  one  another's  burdens,  to  make  the  kindest 
a  nee  for  each  other's  infirmities,  to  excuse  each  other's  im( 
t ions,  and  to  apologize  for  each  other's  fauljs.  In  this  rt 
its  theory  and  aim  have  been  essentially  Christian  ;  and  its 
tical  results  have  corresponded  with  this  theory  and  ai 
perfectly,  perhaps,  as  could  be  reasonably  expected  of  any 
human  organization. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  for  centuries  past,  men  of  di 
nationalities,  men  of  diverse  views  in  philosophy,  men  of  i 
varying  types  of  religious  faith,  men  of  diametrically  op 
political  sentiments,  men  of  antipodal  habits  of  thought  and 
on  all  matters  that  have  divided  public  interest  and  opinio  a 
even  men  who  have  contended  for  'the  mastery  of  each  otl 
the  field  of  deadly  combat,  have  been  brought  into  harm< 
and  abiding  social  relations  by  simply  discovering  that  thej 
kinsmen  according  to  our  mystic  tie* 

If  it  be  objected  that  Masonry  restrains  the  exercise  c 
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mainly  to  tHose  who  have  partaken  with  us  of  the 
of  its  mysteries',  and  that  it  therefore  fails  to  fulfil  the 
iremeot  of  the  Christian  law  to  love  all  mankind  as 

may  be  said,  by  way  of  rejoinder,  that  even  Chris- 
\  for  marked  and  especial  affection  toward  each  other 
own  disciples,  for  its  precept  requires  us  to  4  4  do  good 
n  as  we  have  opportunity,"  but  "  especially  unto  them 
the  household  of  faith." 

ot  claim  for  Masonry  anything  more  or  other  than  it 
mfess  it  to  be  inferior  to  Christianity  in  its  subjective 
ell  as  in  its  objective  aim  ;  but  we  insist  that  it  tends 
nation  of  dispositions  and  habits  which  are  in  unison 
m  and  teachings  of  the  Christian  system.  It  is  pro- 
good  will,  philanthropy,  and  brotherly  kindness.  Its 
re  united  to  one  another  by  particular  obligations,  and 
ainted  with  each  other  by  certain  secret  signs  and 
hese  signs  and  tokens  may  be  understood  at  once  by 
torn  each  other's  native  tongue  is  altogether  unintelli- 
they  will  insure  substantial  sympathy  from  those  who 
i  of  their  interpretation.  If  that  man  who  makes  two 
rass  to  grow  where  but  one  grew  before  may  justly  be 
a  physical  benefactor  of  the  race,  then  that  institution 
>  be  esteemed  morally  beneficent  which  is  capable  of 
the  kindest  feelings  of  fraternity  among  men  of  differ- 
,  and  parties,  and  sects  ;  and  Masonry  has  this1  power, 
ies  have  a  surprising  influence  upon  the  sympathetic 
every  understanding  heart.  Its  Lodge  is  a  place  of 
Etnge,  where  the  most  interesting  truths  are  mingled 
test  fellowship.  "  Its  laws  are  reason  and  equity  ;  its 
are  benevolence  and  love;  its  religion  is  purity  and 
ntention  is  peace  on  earth,  and  its  disposition  is  good 
i  men." 

e  institutions  which  exist  outside  and  independent  of 
of  Christ,  I  know  of  none  that  wields  such  a  mighty 
moral  influence  as  Masonry.    There  is  no  one  which 
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exerts  such  a  wide-spread  harmonizing  power.  There  are  otl 
institutions  which  merit  the  countenance  and  support  of  all  si 
as  delight  in  the  increase  among  men  of  beneficence  and  frat 
nity ;  but  these  institutions  have  not  behind  them  the  accumulai 
force  and  weight  of  centuries.  Masonry  wears  upon  its  foreh< 
the  gathered  scars  and  wrinkles  of  a  thousand  years,  and  yei 
is  as  vigorous  to-day,  as  resolute  of  moral  purpose,  as  if  it  tx 
upon  its  frontlet  only  the  glittering  dew  of  youth.  We  of 
hearty  prayers  for  the  prosperity  of  all  institutions  who  aim 
unite  men  in  bonds  of  amity  and  friendship ;  the  world  is  w 
enough,  and  the  demand  is  great  enough,  to  employ  the  energ 
of  all.  But  it  must  be  confessed  that  Masonry  heads  the  colui 
of  that  grand  army  which  follows  the  Church  of  Christ  up  a 
down,  and  to  and  fro  in  the  earth,  conquering  peace  and  frat 
nity  among  men.  Let  us  see  to  it  that  it  never  occupies  a  Ion 
rank  ;  that  it  never  yields  its  glory  to  another. 

And  this  leads  me  naturally  enough  to  touch  upon  a  delic 
yet  interesting  and  important  matter  which  occupies  my  o 
thoughts,  and  which  is  destined  ere  long  to  occupy  the  thoughts 
Masons  throughout  the  country  ;  and  that  is,  whether,  in  time 
come,  we  will  be  thoroughly  loyal  to  equity  and  reason,  whi 
are  the  constitution  and  law  of  our  Order,  or  whether  we  y 
allow  our  minds  and  hearts  to  be  under  the  -control  of  a  passi 
and  prejudice  which  are  not  altogether  irrational  and  unjust,  1 
which  aVe  in  direct  antagonism  with  every  masonic  sentiment. 

I  have  already  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  one  of  the  prime  ten 
of  Masonry  is  Brotherly  Love ;  and,  in  its  exposition  of  t 
tenet,  our  Ritual  distinctly  says :  — 

"  By  the  exercise  of  Brotherly  Love  we  are  taught  to  regard 
whole  human  species  as  one  family ;  the  high  and  low,  the  rich  i 
poor ;  who,  as  created  by  one  Almighty  parent,  and  inhabitants  of 
same  planet,  are  to  aid,  support,  and  protect  each  other.  On  this  p: 
ciple,  Masonry  unites  men  of  every  country,  sect,  and  opinion,  i 
conciliates  true  friendship  among  those  who  might  otherwise  have 
mained  at  a  perpetual  distance." 

According  to  this  exposition,  in  their,  exercise  of  Brothe 
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ions  are  to  have  no  regard  to  nationality,  complexion, 
they  are  to  divest  themselves  of  all  local,  sectional, 
nd  personal  prejudices.  The  necessity  for  doing  so  is 
Masonry  is  a  unit  the  world  over.  It  is  one  and  the 
her  in  Europe,  or  Asia,  or  Africa,  or  in  our  own  land. 
§,  we  may  need  at  some  time  the  sympathy  and  assist- 
r  brethren  in  India,  or  Russia,  or  China,  or  Japan,  or 
sources  of  the  Nile,  or  on  the  banks  of  the  Niger,  or 
ad  hallowed  by  the  footprints  and  memories  of  the 
mankind ;  and  if,  in  the  hour  of  need,  we  would  secure 
es  such  sympathy  and  assistance,  our  practice  as  well 
>ry  of  brotherly  love  must  be  large  and  free.  As  Ma- 
ire  to  take  no  cognizance  of  party  ties,  or  sectional 
intecedent  social  status,  or  previous  errors  of  judgment 
n.  Even  if  they  who  have  stood  against  us  in  line  of 
but  give  the  hailing  sign  of  Brotherly  Love,  the  spirit 
ion  in  our  hearts  is  to  cease. 

lot  forget,  however,  that  our  special  errand  here  to-day 
boast  of  the  antiquity  or  excellence  of  the  Order  of 
try,  nor  to  answer  any  objections  which  ignorance  or 
uay  have  raised  against  it ;  for  it  needs  no  other  eulogy, 
lefence,  than  its  own  historic  record,  simple  and  un- 
But  we  are  here,  the  representatives  of  our  Order 
arts  of  this  ancient  Commonwealth,  with  many  distin- 
jiting  brethren  from  different  sections  of  the  country, 
the  White  House  at  the  Capital,  to  dedicate  to  its 
9  the  spacious  tind  elegant  Temple,  just  erected  by  the 
dge  of  Massachusetts,  for-  the  Masons  of  this  jurisdic- 
lischarging  this  duty,  it  is  eminently  proper  to  notice 
torical  items  which  are  interesting  and  important,  not 
3  Grand  Lodge,  but  to  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
ughout  the  United  States. 

t  Lodge  of  Masons  established  in  this  country  was  here 
in  the  year  1733.  Their  charter  was  obtained  from 
Lodge  of  England,  and  was  afterwards  known  as  the 
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Modern  Grand  Lodge.  Their  warrant  was  granted  by  Lot* 
Viscount  Montaeute,  Grand  Master,  April  30,  1733,  at  the  san* 
time  appointing  the  R.W.  Henry  Price  Provincial  Grand  Master 
who  opened  a  Grand  Lodge  in  Boston,  July  30,  1733.  It  wa 
called  the  St.  John's  Grand  Lodge,  and  was  known  as  the  Gram 
Lodge  of  Modern  Masons.  On  the  24th  of  June,  1734,  upoi 
the  petition  of  several  brethren  residing  in  Philadelphia,  a  war 
rant  was  granted  by  the  St.  John's  Grand  Lodge,  of  Boston,  fo 
holding  a  Lodge  in  that  place,  and  appointing  the  R.W.  Benjamii 
Franklin  their  first  Master,  which  was  the  beginning  of  Masonr 
in  Pennsylvania;  and  on  the  20th  of  June,  1764,  the  Gran 
Lodge  of  England  granted  a  grand  warrant  to  the  R.W.  Williai 
Bell  and  others,  authorizing  them  to  form  and  hold  a  Gran* 
Lodge  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

This  Modern  Grand  Lodge,  at  Boston,  proceeded  to  grant  wai 
rants  for  holding  Lodges  in  various  parts  of  America,  and  froi 
this  Grand  Lodge  originated  the  first  Lodges  in  Massachusetts 
New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Penr 
sylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  an 
other  places.    In  all  these  Lodges,  the  Modern  Work  was  adoptee 

In  the  year  1756,  a  Charter  was  granted  by  Sholto  Charle 
Douglass,  Lord  Aberdour,  then  Grand  Master  of  the  Gran 
Lodge  of  Scotland,  to  a  few  Scottish  Masons  in  Boston,  const! 
tuting  them  a  regular  Lodge,  under  the  title  of  St.  Andrew" 
Lodge,  No.  82,  to  be  holden  at  Boston ;  and  in  1769,  a  Gran 
Lodge,  under  the  Ancient  system,  was  organized  by  the  assistant 
of  two  or  three  travelling  Lodges,  holding  their  Charter  from  th 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  ;  and  the  said  Grand  Lodge  was  calle 
Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge.  General  Joseph  Warren,  who  fe 
at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  was  appointed  the.  first  Gran 
Master  of  that  Grand  Lodge.  They  granted  warrants  for  coe 
stitutions  for  Subordinate  Lodges  in  Massachusetts,  New  Ham{ 
shire,  Connecticut,  Vermont  and  New  York,  thus  establishing  th 
Ancient  or  Scottish  system  in  many  of  the  States,  side  by  aid 
with  the  Modern  Lodges,  holding  under  St.  John's  Grand  Lodge 
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\  period,  in  most  of  the  States,  a  Grand  Lodge  was 
'  each  system.  These  two  Grand  Lodges,  with  the  sub- 
Kxlies  hailing  under  the  jurisdiction  of  each,  continued 
parately  until  1792,^  a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years, 
lich  time  both  systems  made  rapid  progress  throughout 
there  being  quite  as  many  of  the  one  kind  as  the  other ; 
9  two  systems  were  quite  different  at  that  time,  the  two 
dd  no  intercourse  with  each  other. 

the  year  1792  a  union  waa  formed  between  the  two 
odges  in  Massachusetts ;  the  two  bodies  came  together 
id  what  is  now  known  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most 
ind  Honorable  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
mmon wealth  of  Massachusetts.  In  all  the  other  States 
rand  Lodges  of  either  system  were  in  existence,  they 
1  all  foreign  authority,  and,  coming  together,  constituted 
is  a  Grand  Lodge  for  the  State  in  which  they  were  then 

And  thus  was  brought  about  a  general  union  through- 
Jnited  States,  so  that  each  State  had  but  one  Grand 

incipal  grand  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  New 
States  were  appointed  a  committee  to  harmonize  the 
ms  then  in  use,  and  to  provide  a  uniform  system  and 
work  and  lectures,  which  should  be  adopted  throughout 
After  mature  deliberation,  these  brethren  were  con- 
*>  regard  the  modern  work  as  an  innovation  upon  the 
im,  and  confined  themselves  to  the  mode  taught  by  the 
odge  of  Scotland  and  the  Ancient  York  Grand  Lodge  ; 
generations  succeeding  them  have  "  pronounced  their 
>e  good,  and  such  as  should  be  received  by  all  true  lovers 
•aft." 

hat  time,  our  Order  has  passed  through  seasons  of  fierce 
qs  and  fiery  trials  from  without;  but  within  its  own 
ind  Asylums,  during  all  this  period,  there  has  been  a 
)le  degree  of  unity  and  peace.  Indeed,  the  pressure  of 
q  and  trial  which  they  have  encountered  in  the  past 
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has  only  served  to  bind  the  brethren  together  in  closer  an 
indissoluble  bonds.  It  was  worth  while  to  undergo  th 
assaults  of  prejudice  and  passion,  for  the  sake  of  witnessi 
unity  of  spirit  among  the  brethren  which  these  assaul 
made  apparent  to  the  outside  world.  For  seventy  ye 
Masons  of  Massachusetts  have  stood  shoulder  to  should* 
scarcely  a  breath  of  serious  division  in  their  ranks,  mail 
at  home  and  abroad,  always  and  everywhere,  the  maxims 
spirit  of  our  Order.  During  this  long  period,  there  ha1 
some  timid  and  even  faithless  Masons,  but  they  have  n 
found  among  the  Craftsmen  of  the  old  Bay  State.  The  I 
and  Warrens,  and  Parkmans,  and  Olivers,  and  Eliots,  an 
fords,  and  others  such  as  they,  the  fathers  of  Masonry 
continent,  were  not  the  men  to.  prove  false  to  anything  t 
pure,  and  noble,  and  true.  They  were  men  who  daret 
right,  and  to  be  right,  though  the  whole  world  beside  had  i 
in  arms  against  them. 

Their  descendants  of  the  last  generation,  the  men  who  si 
the  fanatical  assaults  upon  Freemasonry  forty  years  ag 
men  of  kindred  spirit,  who  knew  no  fear  in  the  defence  < 
altars  which  had  been  given  them  to  protect.  And  when 
of  fanaticism  had  exhausted  itself  upon  them  in  vain,  th< 
gave  into  our  charge  the  trust  which  they  had  so  fi 
guarded.  How  far  we  have  been  faithful  to  the  trust  co 
to  our  hands,  let  this  marshalling  of  the  masonic  hosts 
England  and  of  the  country  answer. 

Some  of  these  old  veterans  of  the  Order,  who,  in  the 
life,  were  witnesses  of  the  auti-masonic  folly  which  ran 
the  land,  could  hardly  have  expected  to  see  the  day  w 
dedication  of  such  a  Temple  here  in  Boston  would  result 
a  scene  as  this ;  not  that  they  feared  for  the  ultimate  res 
of  Masonry  to  the  esteem  of  judicious  men,  but  thej 
thought  that  such  a  day  would  come  so  soon.  Their  ex 
in  this  regard  ought  to  fill  the  hearts  of  their  younger  1 
with  a  devout  assurance  that  though,  for  a  time,  44  clo 
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may  be  round  about  Jehovah,"  yet  it  will  always  be 
mer  or  later,  that  "  justice  and  judgment  are  the  hab- 
his  throne." 

w,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  I  congratulate  you 
worthy  predecessor,  and  those  who  have  been  associated 
and  him  in  the  arduous  and  responsible  duty  of  erecting 
remple,  upon  the  successful  completion  of  the  work.  It 
edifice  which  you  have  reared,  an  ornament  to  this  city, 
■eemasonry  in  America  had  its  origin,  and  a  substantial 
1  of  the  vigorous  life  which  still  animates  the  heart  of 
in  this  ancient  Commonwealth.  May  this  Temple  be 
of  Virtue,  Piety,  and  True  Beneficence  !  May  the  lives 
hitects  and  builders  attest  that  its  corner-stone  is  Truth, 
its  cap-stone  is  Purity  ;  that  its  walls  are  Reason,  Forti- 
lperance,  and  Justice  ;  and  that  its  pillars  are  Wisdom, 
nd  Strength !  May  every  Mason  who  comes  under  its 
miber  that  the  secrets  of  the  Lord  our  God  are  with 
t  fear  him  !  And  as  the  hour  when  the  workmen  were 
elevate  to  its  place  the  head-stone  of  this  Temple  was 
I  by  the  burial  of  all  feuds  between  two  eminent  but 
parated  masonic  bodies,  so  may  this  Temple  always  be 
ition,  as  it  was  then  the  harbinger,  of  Peace..  May  the 
iich  are  wrought  here  not  only  spring  from,  but  result 
and  Hope,  and  Charity.  And  when  we  shall  be  called 
m  the  scene  of  our  earthly  labors,  may  we  all  have 
entrance  into  "that  building. of  God,  that  temple  not 
h  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens." 

i  close  of  the  Oration  the  choir  sang  the  following 
>mposed  by  Sir  Henry  Grafton  Clark,  M.D. 

Now  open  wide  the  Temple's  doors, 

On  '  golden  hinges '  moving ! 
Securely  tread  the  solid  floors, 

The  '  work '  well-done  approving. 
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Deep  buried  by  the  Master's  care, 

On  firm  foundations  lying, 
Its  granite  walls  have  risen,  to  where 

Our  Red  Cross  Flag  is  flying. 

From  finial  to  foundation  stone, 
From  floor  to  groin-ed  ceiling, 

It  stands  unrivalled  and  alone, 
Its  beauties  self-revealing. 

Sweet  summer  breezes  to  the  sky, 
Their  odors  fresh  are  flinging ; 

While  swings  our  fragrant  censer  high, 
Its  incense-clouds  commingling. 

But  when  the  consecrated  Fane 
With  time  shall  be  decaying,  — 

And  unto  dust  returns  again, 

The  Master's  Word  obeying ;  — 

When  these  fair  Halls  are  desolate, 

And  silent  is  our  singing,  — 
Seraphic  songs  at  Heaven's  high  gate, 

Will  in  our  ears  be  ringing  ! 

The  Chaplain  offered  up  this  prayer :  — 

O  Lord,  maker  of  heaven  and  of  earthy  sovereign  of  a 
whose  will  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  universe,  our  Fi 
bow  before  thee  in  profound  adoration,  and  beseech  thee  t 
what  they  have  this  day  done,  and  seal  it  with  thine  appr< 
and  with  one  voice  we  will  ascribe  unto  thee,  through  w 
good  proceeds,  everlasting  homage  and  love.  Amen. 

All  united  in  singing  the  Doxology,  when  the  Ben 
was  pronounced. 

And  now  may  the  guardian  grace  and  blessing  of  God 
every  branch  of  our  Institution  to  the  end  of  time,  and  up 
member  of  it  throughout  eternity.  Amen. 
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and  Lodge  and  invited  guests  marched  to  the 
>nic  Temple,  and  the  festivities  of  the  day  were 
by  a 

GRAND  BANQUET.  * 

a  o'clock  the  Grand  Master,  with  the  invited  guests 
ers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  entered  Egyptian  Hall, 
been  prepared  as  the  banquet  hall.  The  table 
d  decorations  were  in  perfect  taste.  Enormous 
f  the  sweetest  flowers  graced  the  tables,  and  each 
&  also  supplied  with  a  collection  of  most  exquisite 
rhe  viands  embraced  every  luxury  %  which  could 
palate. 

rine  blessing  was  invoked  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 
ie  material  part  of  the  banquet  had  received  proper 
the  intellectual  feast  was  opened  by  the  Grand 
\  follows :  — 

e  been  called  together  to  day,  brethren,  to  perform  a 
isting  and  important  duty.  It  has  become  necessary 
a  new  temple,  erected  in  the  place  of  the  one  destroyed 
1862.  Our  brethren  and  friends  have  come  to  join 
these  ceremonies  from  different  sections  of  this  juris- 
I  the  interest  they  have  felt  in  the  object  of  the  day 
nanifested  by  the  numbers  which  have  appeared  on 
>n.  Among  those  of  our  common  brethren  who  are 
this  occasion  are  many  distinguished  brethren  from 
Jrand  Masters  of  other  States,  and  officers  who  have 
in  Masonry  in  other  jurisdictions ;  and  especially  are 
I  to-day  with  the  presence  of  a  distinguished  guest, 
ous  brother,  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

heers  were  called  for  w  The  President  of  the  United 

ad  given  with  hearty  good  will. 

10 
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SPEECH  OF  PRESIDENT  JOHNSON. 

My  Brothers,  —  In  responding  to  the  toast  which  y 
just  drank,  I  can  only  tender  to  you.  my  sincere  thanks 
reception  I  have^met  in  your  midst.  If  I  had  intended 
inclined  to  make  an  address  to  you,  I  am  free  to  say  that  1 
would  be  inadequate  to  express  the  emotions  and  feelings 
heart  since  I  came  into  this  community  and  formed  these 
associations  with  you  ;  and  instead  of  making  an  address 
occasion,  I  shall  leave  my  intelligent  brothers  to  infer 
would  have  said,  or  what  I  ought  to  have  said,  if  I  ha 
you  a  speech.  If  it  were  necessary  to  offer  any  excuse 
making  an  address  to  you  upon  this  occasion,  I  think  oi 
ciently  ample  has  already  been  made.  First,  consider  t 
time  that  I  can  be  absent,  and  then  consider  the  sevei 
that  has  been  laid  upon  me  to-day,  and  you  will  perceive 
has  been  most  emphatically  a  day  of  work,  and  not  one  < 
ure.    (Applause.)  • 

I  think  the  action  of  to-day  —  and  we  are  sometimes 
"action"  —  "action"  —  "action"  — I  think  the  demon 
that  has  been  made  to-day — the  manifestations  of  feeli 
have  been  exhibited  on  this  occasion  —  indicate  the  begin 
a  new  era  in  Masonry.  (Applause.)  It  seems  to  me  1 
prejudice  —  I  was  going  to  say  the  incrustation  —  wh 
rested  upon  our  order  for  a  great  number  of  years  h 
hardly  visible  to-day.  The  manifestations  which  we  ha 
nessed  show  that  it  has  been  broken  and  shattered,  u 
before  you,  I  cannot  restrain  myself  from  calling  your  s 
to  the  fact  that  I  have  taken  part  in  many  masonic  celet 
and  I  hardly  ever  took  part  in  one  where  I  did  not  heai 
and  jeers  ;  but  on  this  occasion,  let  me  say,  it  seems  to 
every  man,  every  brother,  felt  that  he  was  a  man  (applau 
was  willing  to  wear  and  to  exhibit  and  to  put  on  Masonr 
its  denominations.  It  is  a  most  remarkable  thing,  tha 
that  vast  procession  (for  things  may  have  been  considered 
mixed  here  to  day)  —  in  all  that  countless  crowd,  I  h 
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irst  expression  of  acrimony.  (Applause  and  three 
nd  hence  the  intimation  that  I  made  that  this  day  has 
a  new  era,  and  that  all  that  is  wanting  now,  when 
being  developed  and  its  great  principles  being  under- 
1  when  understood  all  know  that  they  embrace  the 
I  are  co-extensive  with  the  human  family  (applause), 
Bached  this  great  point,  all  that  is  needed  is  energy 
i,  and  the  consumation  of  the  great  objects  of  harmony 
ned. 

lg  Massachusetts  —  and  I  should  not  have  visited 
tts,  at  least  on  the  present  occasion,  had  it  not  been 
>lause)  ;  —  but  I  came  here,  and  in  good  faith,  for  the 
>ose  of  participating  in  and  witnessing  the  dedication 
pie  to-day  to  the  great  cause  of  Masonry  (applause), 
s  I  could,  be  it  much  or  little,  give  it  my  countenance 
jtion.  (Applause.)  This  being  done,  I  have  shown 
,  for  I  have  felt  none.  In  this,  as  in  most  things  in 
,ve  participated,  I  have  first  satisfied  my  conscience 
right  (applause),  and  that  being  so,  have  left  conse- 
take  care  of  themselves.  And  without  this  great 
its  foundation  and  strength,  let  me  ask  where  would 
ve  been.  That  has  been  the  controlling,  the  indes- 
nciple  that  has  pervaded  Masonry  from  its  advent  to 
iay. 

arked,  my  brothers,  I  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
iddress,  but  I  did  not  feel  that  I  could  leave  you  with- 
so  much,  and,  therefore,  feeling  that  your  convivial 
i  not  entirely  over,  that  I  would  have  to  leave  you,  I 
it  in  rather  an  abrupt  manner.  So  far  as  talking  is 
I  say  this  by  way  of  episode,  and  perhaps,  there  are 
who  would  not  be  prepared  to  concede  that),  I  have 
for  talking.  I  am  not,  as  a  general  thing,  very 
*  loquacious,  and  when  I  say  to  you  that  I  have  no 
talking,  I  say  it  in  truth.  Most  of  the  talking  that  I 
irough  life  has  been  more  a  matter  of  necessity  than 
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choice ;  but  when  compelled  to  speak,  I  care  not  in  wh 
or  before  what  tribunal  it  is  (applause),  when  truth,  wh 
pie,  when  my  country,  when  the  great  cause  of  the  hum* 
at  stake,  I  will  speak  (great  applause).  I  have  done  so 
gone  by,  when  the  very  existence  of  my  government 
country  was  in  peril ;  and  I  believe  that  the  gr< 
ciples  of  Masonry  are  synonymous  and  identical 
great  principles  of  free  government.  And  in  talkinj 
brothers  here  to-night,  let  me  say,  if  you  examine  the  ] 
that  you  lay  down  as  you  approach  the  32d  degree,  the 
which  I  have  preached  from  my  advent  into  public  lii 
present  time  will  be  there  found  laid  down.  Thoi 
sonally  a  stranger  in  Massachusetts,  yet  politically  they 
mate  friends  and  acquaintances ;  and  it  matters  not  \ 
are,  whether  we  are  in  the  East  or  in  the  West,  in  the  1 
in  the  South.  When  these  great  principles  come  up  bef 
they  understand  them,  and  can  act  in  concert  and  1 
(Loud  applause.)  I  have  never  felt  any  fear,  though 
ciples  embodied  in  Masonry  have  passed  through  mai 
ordeals,  and  their  votaries  have  been  subjected  to  tesi 
most  excruciating  character,  and  all  that.  In  that  I  hav 
one  thing.  I  care  not  whether  it  is  in  religion,  in  pc 
elsewhere,  that  in  the  pursuit  and  in  the  support  of  i 
principle  I  could  never  reach  a  wrong  conclusion.  I  1< 
ciple ;  I  am  devoted  to  principle ;  and  think  to-day, 
demonstrations  that  have  been  made  by  the  people  in 
city  of  Boston,  and  by  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts, 
should  take  fresh  courage.  I  think  you  have  had  in  tin 
stration  to-day  a  manifestation  of  feeling — an  outbuj 
were,  of  popular  sentiment  —  such  as  has  hardly  ever  oc 
the  United  States  or  elsewhere. 

I  said  that  I  came  here  by  your  invitation.  I  thank  ( 
I  came.  (Loud  applause.)  Though  pretty  well  adv 
life,  I  may  be  spared  some  years,  and  the  remembranc 
occasion  will  be  green  and  fresh  in  my  memory  when  I 
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h  (Applause.)  I  am  gratified,  more  than  grat- 
is ad  the  opportunity  of  participating  in  the  cere- 
lay,  disrega rding  the  taunts  and  sneers,  come 
t  they  may.  Then  in  parting  from  you  here  to- 
,  in  bidding  you  good  night,  let  me  leave  with 
MM  of  :t  heart  1 1 1 nr.  heats  for  the  Order,  and  beats 
country.  Then,  fraternally  and  affectionately, 
iv  (  mm!  W-muw  upon  you  his  choicest  blessings. 

ere  called  far  "our  illustrious  brother,  Andrew 

leartily  given, 

aster  stated  that  he  expected  Hon.  William  H. 
iry  of  State,  would  be  prefeent  to  respond  to 
1  Our  Country n  \  but  although  that  distin- 
lan  was  absent,  he  understood  that  he  had  sent 
he  hand  of  our  brother,  General  Rousseau, 
now  call  upon. 
[.  Rousseau  said  :  — 

;d  by  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  to  tender 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  for 
invitation  to  dine  with  them,  and  express  his  re- 
mit! not  accept  it.  He  desired  me  to  say,  that 
aniily  afflictions,  he  had  not  attended  a  festival 

t\  at  tliis  wta^r  of  the  festivities,  left  the  hall; 
*  General  Rousseau,  receiving  friendly  greet- 
-ethren  as  he  passed  down  the  hall, 
[aster  said  that  the  labors  of  the  day  had  been 
hat  he  felt  compelled  to  call  upon  the  Deputy 
j  take  his  place  at  the  head  of  the  table  during 
f  the  evening. 
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On  assuming  the  chair,  R.'VT.  Br.  Newell  A.  1 
8poke  as  follows  :  — 

This  is  a  day  for  congratulation  and  thanks.  We  01 
first  place,  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  giving  us  one  of 
beautiful  days  of  the  season  upon  which  to  have  our  i 
St.  John.  We  owe  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  havin* 
us  to  rear  here  in  Massachusetts  a  pile  which  I  trust  i 
long  as  a  monument  of  the  patriotism,  if  I  may  so  saj 
fraternal  character  of  the  brethren  of  Massachusetts.  ] 
for  thanks,  too,  to  those  who  have  labored  to  erect  it ;  ai 
of  no  one  to  whom  our  thanks  are  more  especially  due  ti 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
sachusetts.  He  has  labored  in  season  and  out  o 
without  regard  to  personal  comfort  or  pecuniary 
given  his  whole  energy,  I  might  almost  say  his  whole  li 
past  year,  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  object  i 
b«en  consummated  to-day ;  and  therefore  I  say  all  hon< 
for  what  he  has  done.  Well  may  he  say,  when  he  1< 
hall  to-night,  after  the  labor  and  care  which  he  has  giv< 
object,  " Consummatum  est"  —  It  is  finished!  (Three  < 
the  Grand  Master.)  And,  sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  congi 
and  of  thanks,  too,  on  the  part  of  Our  distinguished  g 
comes  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  and  thank 
t  he  opportunity  that  has  been  presented  to  him  to  stai 
face  with  the  people  of  Massachusetts.  It  has  been  an  < 
I  undertake  to  say,  such  as  he  has  never  before  witne 
has  never  seen  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  as  he 
them  to-day  ;  and,  but  for  this  invitation*  I  believe  he  i 
during  his  continuance  in  office,  ever  have  had  that  op 
as  he  has  remarked  that  but  for  the  invitation  whic 
tended  him  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  he 
on  this  occasion  have  visited  the  State.  I  say,  then,  it 
i  •  r  of  thanks  on  his  part  that  he  has  had  an  opportun 
nessing  this  celebration  ;  and  it  is  matter  of  congratulat 
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by  his  presence  here,  he  has  made  a  mark  for  Masonry 
□try.  I  undertake  to  say  that  nothing  that  has  oc- 
the  history  of  Masonry  for  the  last  half  century  has 
ich  an  impetus  throughout  the  country,  and  throughout 
as  has  been  given  by  the  presence  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
b  nation,  who,  laying  aside  for  the  moment  his  high 
come  to  Massachusetts  to  testify  his  regard  and  affec- 
s  great  institution  which  we  all  of  us  so  much  love.  I 
i  will  have  its  effect,  and  therefore  I  say  it  is  matter  of 
tion  to  us  as  Masons. 

[ost  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  it  is  matter  of  congrat- 
t  we  have  with  us  this  evening  a  brother  Mason  who 
d  the  highest  ,  gift  within  the  power  of  the  people  of 
etts,  and  who  has  in  every  relation  of  life,  and  in 
c  office,  sustained  himself  as  becomes  a  man.  I  give 
ilth  of  our  distinguished  brother  Ex-Governor  Banks. 

SECH  OF  GENERAL  NATHANIEL  P.  BANKS. 

Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master,  —  I  am  very  re- 
respass  upon  your  attention,  and  shall  not  occupy  your 
In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  I  was  to  be  relieved 
lerous  duty  of  riding  in  the  carriages  with  the  infirm 
rethren  of  the  Order,  I  engaged  to  be  here  to-night, 
here  in  pursuance  of  that  arrangement.  Notice  was 
aothing  more  would  be  expected  from  the  head  of  the 
dinner  was  completed.  That  is  an  excellent  arrange- 
t  is  fatal  to  speech  making ;  therefore  I  cannot  under- 
ke  a  speech,  and  I  adopt  the  language  of  the  illustrious 
o  has  wisely  left  this  table,  and  whose  example  I  ought 
lowed  before  this  —  "  Please  to  anticipate  what  I  would 
ther  what  I  ought  to  say."  Besides,  sir,  it  is  idle  to 
iech  to  the  wise  old  heads  that  are  here  —  absurd,  and 
to  do  so  with  any  effect,  and  I  shall  not  attempt  it ; 
say,  sir,  a  few  things  are  to  be  said.    The  virtue  ,of 


80 


ABSTRACT  OP  PROCEEDINGS  OF 


hospitality  is  one  recognized  and  acknowledged  as  the  chic 
of  the  Order  which  we  celebrate  to-day.  There  is  anotl 
dred,  individual  and  private,  not  public,  and  that  is  grati 
rise  to  make  grateful  ackowledgments  to  the  brethret 
Order  for  the  privilege  which  I  have  enjoyed  this  day.  ] 
know  that  in  my  life  I  have  witnessed  a  scene  of  festivity 
lie  demonstration,  with  more  sincere  and  unalloyed  pleasi 
that  which  has  taken  place  in  the  city  of  Boston  to-day. 
not  recall  a  single  feature  that  I  would  wish  to  have  av< 
which  I  could  regret.  I  make  my  acknowledgments  to 
zens  of  Boston  and  neighboring  towns,  and  especiall; 
ladies  of  this  city,  for  their  cheers  and  their  smiles  wi 
they  have  strengthened  and  welcomed  us  in  every  par 
march.  I  make  my  acknowledgments  to  that  large  hoc 
brethren  who  have  come  from  distant  States  here  to 
the  dedication  of  this  beautiful  Temple,  and  to  give  pei 
historical  character  to  a  pageant  which,  as  a  masonic 
certainly  never  has  been  equalled  in  this  country,  i 
it  has  been  equalled  in  any  other.  I  make  my  i 
edgments,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  the  disti 
head  of  the  government  for  his  presence  here.  I  am  gla< 
has  given  the  warm-hearted  people  of  New  England  a 
tunity  to  show  how  they  turn  to  a  man  who  has  been 
with  the  suffrages  of  the  people.  I  am  glad  that 
given  us  an  opportunity  to  show  that  the  citizens  of  M 
setts,  aye,  the  citizens  of  New  England,  without  regard 
sonstl  or  political  opinions,  in  the  presence  of  the  symbol 
of  their 'government,  dismiss  all  prejudices,  all  partisan 
ations,  and  do  that  honor  to  the  government  which  it  mi 
claim  from  its  subjects.  (Applause.) 

Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master,  I  have  fini 
which  I  ought  to  say,  but  there  is  one  consideration  more  w 
I  will  take  my  seat.  There  is  nothing  wanting  in  this  cour 
than  the  fraternization  of  its  people.  I  think  if  the  peoj 
different  sections  of  this  country  should  fraternize  with  ei 
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;ht  (and  now  with  the  facilities  of  communication  and 
can  do  so),  we  should  avoid  many  of  those  trials  and 
ttich  hitherto  have  embarrassed  us,  and  which  have 
not  only  our  destruction,  but  the  destruction  of  our 
».    I  hail  the  festivities  of  this  day  as  giving  a  bright 
ig  indication  that  there  is  one  platform  whereon,  inde- 
all  politics,  and  of  all  religion,  upon  a  basis  of  social 
a  fraternal,  national  feeling,  the  people  of  this  coun- 
me  together.    And  if  there  be  no  other  platform 
ltar  of  Freemasonry,  which  affords  an  opportunity 
en,  sir,  I  rejoice  in  the  evidence  that  is  given  this: 
3  popular  heart  turns  to  the  Order  and  its  representa- 
a  spirit  and  a  generous  warmth  that  that  Order 
witnessed  before.    It  is  not  merely  because  of  the. 
%t  has  been  afforded  of  the  brotherly  feeling,  a  frater- 
ial  feeling,  that  I  speak  of  this ;  it  is  because  this  so- 
ternal  feeling  is  indispensable  to  the  existence  of  the 
under  which  we  live,  of  the  nation  of  which  we  are 
the  flag  that  floats  over  us,  that  I  call  your  attention 
And  I  trust  that  it  is  not  improper  to  say  that,  among 
i,  though  it  is  not  set  down,  I  believe,  in  the  canon, 
ritten  in  the  heart,  that  a  brother  of  this  Order  is  a 
e  government  and  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
it  said,  after  he  had  recovered  his  reason,  to  the  mad 
he  met  in  the  forest  clad  in  straw  and  rags,  that  he 
mprehend  the  elegance  or  the  wisdom  of  the  garments 
was  clothed.    u  You  will  say,"  said  he  to  the  mfan, 
are  fashioned,  but  I  like  them  not.    Let  them  be 
So  I  will  say  of  the  masonic  brother  who  is  clothed 
i  that  represent  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the 
58,  though  they  be  of  azure  and  gold,  more  brilliant 
■  above  us,  more  dazzling  than  the  stars  that  fret'  the  * 
our  heads,  in  this  Egyptian  hall,  his  garments  are 
For  one,  I  like  them  not,  and  I  trust  they  may 
No,  sir,  there  is  in  this  Masonic  Order  a  means 
11 
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of  exorcising  the  prejudice  of  partisans  and  of  faction,  which 
hitherto  have  threatened  the  existence  of  this  country  and 
the  people  of  this  country.  If  they  knew  each  other  they  would 
like  each  other.  They  have  the  same  interests  at  home ;  they 
have  the  same  interests  abroad ;  and  if  they  can  be  made  to  know 
and  comprehend  what  those  interests  are,  the  thirty-five  millions 
of  Americans  now  on  this  continent,  and  the  hundred  millions 
who  are  to  occupy  it  before  this  century  shall  close,  will  be  able 
to  hew  their  way  through  the  thick  paths  of  privileged  orders, 
and  batter  down  the  obstacles  of  oppression  and  wrong,  though 
they  be  piled  mountain  high,  like  u  Pelion  upon  Ossa."  If  Ma- 
sonry can  do  this,  I  say,  with  all  the  sincerity  of  a  brother  and 
an  American,  God  give  it  grace,  power,  perpetuity,  and  universal 
recognition ! 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master  spoke  of  the  many  distinguished 
brethren  who  had  been  invited  to  attend  the  banquet,  and  in 
appropriate  language  called  upon  M.W.  Br.  John  H. 
Rowell,  Grand  Master  of  New  Hampshire,  who  briefly 
responded. 

M.W.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Grand  Master  of  Rhode  Island, 
was  called  upon  to  respond  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  congratulated  the  fraternity  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  magnificent  temple.  He  said  if  they  flattered 
themselves  that  it  was  exclusively  of  the  fraternity  of  Massa- 
chusetts, it  was  a  great  mistake,  for  it  belonged  as  much  to 
Rhode  Island,  which  was  an  appendage  of  Massachusetts, 
and  they  should  come  to  participate  in  the  festivities  to  be 
held  whenever  they  could  get  an  invitation. 

Provincial  Grand  Master  Robert  T.  Clinch,  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, being  called  upon,  returned  his  thanks  for  the  compli- 
ment of  being  requested  to  speak  uppn  this  occasion.  He 
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leasing  allusion  to  the  great  interest  exhibited  by  the 
n  of  New  Brunswick  in  the  commemorative  services 
great  occasion. 

Deputy  Grand  Master  said  that  he  intended  to  call 
that  veteran  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Br.  Charles  W. 
,  who  for  thirty-four  years  has  held  the  position  of 
Secretary.  This  day  has  been  the  consummation  of 
-long  hopes,  and  he  thanked  God  that  he  had  been 
to  see  it.  As  Br.  Moore  had  left  the  hall  R.W.  Br. 
3  L.  Woodbury,  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary,  was 
upon  to  respond.    He  spoke  as  follows  :  — 

\  Deputy  Grand  Master,  —  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  re- 
:>  this  toast  in  behalf  of  Brother  Moore,  for  I  know  of  none 
orthy  to  be  remembered  on  this  occasion, 
d  in  the  fiery  furnace  of  masonic  persecution,  and  proven 
crucible  to  be  'without  dross  or  alloy,  true  masonic 
le  found  early  in  the  masonic  heart  a  warm  corner,  which, 
thirty  years  and  more  of  association,  has  glowed  with 
fection  and  mutual  respect.  He  has  labored  in  the  duties 
>ffice  with  untiring  patience,  and  his  wisdom  and  strength 
own  with  his  experience.  Sir,  there  is  hardly  in  the  long 
your  modern  predecessors  a  Grand  Master  who  would  not 
ily  acknowledge  the  valuable  counsels  he  had  drawn  from 
erience  of  your  accomplished  Secretary.  And,  sir,  I  have 
sard  him  cite  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Masters  he  has 
inder,  and  refer  to  many  of  their  opinions  as  equal  to  the 
ats  of  Solomon.  Long  may  the  bonds  last  which  bind  him 
rrand  Lodge. 

sions,  sir,  have  been  made  to  the  principles  of  Freema- 
In  my  judgment  they  underlie  all  social  progress.  Back 
reary  centuries  of  the  feudal  age,  when  caste  usurped  the 
f  brotherhood,  when  privilege  ruled  where  equality  had 
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ceased  to  reign,  and  when  brutal  power  claimed  a  divine  right  to 
govern  without  any  responsibility  to  man  for  the  justice  and  equity 
©f  their  acts,  Freemasonry  taught  a  different  doctrine.  Within 
their  walls,  under  their  mystic  rose,  the  emblems  of  justice, 
equality,  and  fraternity  met  the  sight,  and  their  doctrines  found 
acceptance  in  the  heart  and  gathered  strength  for  the  contest  that 
was  to  come. 

When  St.  Thomas  Aquinas  first  put  forward  the  doctrine  that 
the  people  had  a  divine  right  to  a  will  in  their  government,  there 
was  ah  organized  body  of  good  men  in  society  whose  hearts  were 
prepared  for  this  new  gospel  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  and 
whose  institutions  had  successfully  combined  law  and  order  with 
fraternity  and  equality. 

Freemasonry  has  never  faltered  in  its  great  work  on  the  human 
1 1  cart,  and  what  it  has  accomplished  has  been  done,  eschewing 
force  and  political  power,  solely  by  voluntary  influences  on  those 
mysterious  sympathies  which  bind  humanity  in  fraternity. 

Long  before  the  reality  of  self-government  had  dawned  on  the 
minds  of  European  statesmen,  kings  and  philosophers  had  sought 
I'ur  fraternity  and  professed  our  principles;  and  when  in  the 
eighteenth  century  the  human  mind  throughout  Western  Europe 
was  agitated  into  ferment  by  the  doctrines  of  progressive  liberty, 
there  was  no  idea  taught  within  masonic  institutions  inconsistent 
with  the  social  march.  I  claim  for  Freemasonry  its  generous 
share  in  the  glorious  work  of  the  last  century ;  and  though  I  may 
not  discuss  the  philosophy  of  that  progress,  yet  I  can  point  to  the 
men  whom  Freemasonry  gave  to  the  cause  of  liberty  in  America 
with  just  pride  that  they  should  have  been  of  our  brotherhood. 
In  your  halls  hang  the  portraits  of  Franklin,  Washington,  War- 
ren, and  Lafayette,  whose  great  fame,  warmed  by  a  common  love 
for  humanity,  exceeds  the  limits  of  a  patriot's  sphere.  Wher- 
ever the  light  of  intelligence  rejoices  the  people  of  the  earth,  there 
gleams  the  lustre  of  their  deeds,  and  the  influence  of  their  ex- 
ample extends  wherever  Freemasonry  has  a  name  or  humanity  a 
home. 
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masonry,  whether  it  comes  to  kings  and  presidents,  or  to 
pressed  of  earth,  brings  the  healing  freshness  of  charity 
eviving  faith  in  fraternity  and  equality.  A  mere  voluntary 
ion  for  the  culture  of  social  virtue,  knowing  no  distinc- 
'  wealth  and  class  ;  where  power  is  the  temporary  deposit 
ority  from  the  Craft,  and  where  force  to  aid  authority  is 
n,  the  internal  life  of  our  Craft  has  shown  for  centuries 
it  profound  reverence  for  order,  and  the  strictest  obedience 
based  upon  justice  and  equity.  Let  the  governments  of 
nd  distrust  of  the  governed  plead  their  ruined  empires, 
thrones,  and  shattered  republics,  as  testimony  of  their  sta- 
Freemasonry,  moving  in  its  modest  way  on  its  great  moral 
,  exhibits  the  conservative  influence  of  equity,  the  power 
ity,  and  the  cohesion  of  fraternity,  acting  to  elevate  the 
lal  and  society  alike  to  the  noblest  rules  of  human  con- 
Grand  Orator  being  called  upon,  Br.  William  S. 
7  said  — 

.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  —  I  thank  you  for  your  re- 
mce  of  the  "  Orator  of  the  Day  "  ;  but  as  there  are  many 
a  present  who  have  had  no  opportunity  to  express  the  feel- 
which  this  glad  occasion  has  given  rise,  and  as  I  have  al- 
ojoyed  the  largest  liberty  of  presenting  my  personal  views 
Moral  Rank  and  Offices  of  Freemasonry,"  I  will  tres- 
on  your  patience  at  this  time  only  long  enough  to  congrat- 
>u  upon  the  completion  of  this  elegant  and  commodious 
,  to  thank  you  for  giving  me  a  part  in  the  festivities  of 
on,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  our  ancient  Order  may 
ntinue  to  flourish  upon  this  sacred  spot  of  its  origin  in 
a. 

Deputy  Grand  Master  referred  to  the  Grand  Escort 
ghts  Templars,  and  called  upon  R.E.  Sir  William  S. 
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Gardner,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  Templars  in  ' the  United 
States,  to  respond,  which  he  did  as  follows  :  — 

R.W.  Deputy  Grand  Masteb,  —  I  regret  that  the  Grand 
Commander  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  is  not  present  to 
respond  to  the  sentiment  which  you  have  offered.  ..  I  know  that  he 
received  an  invitation  to  be  here,  but  am  informed  that,  with  his 
Grand  Officers  and  distinguished  guests,  he  is  enjoying  the  hospi- 
talities of  the  Knights  of  one  of  his  Subordinates.  And  I  regret 
still  more  that  the  M.E.  Grand  Master  of  Templars  in  the  United 
States,  Sir  Henry  L.  Palmer,  is  not  here  to  add  his  eloquence  and 
wisdom  to  this  feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul. 

The  escort  to-day  has  been  a  marked  and  prominent  feature  in 
l  he  brilliant  pageant.  State  after  State  along  the  seaboard,  from 
Maine  to  Virginia,  have  sent  their  brave  men  and  gallant  Knights 
to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  grand  army  which  has  escorted  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  and  assisted  in  the  crowning 
ceremonies  of  this  occasion.  Their  gay  banners,  brilliant  cos- 
tumes, and  gleaming  swords ;  their  military  discipline  and  gen- 
tlemanly bearing,  have  produced  an  effect  upon  the  unnumbered 
spectators  lining  the  streets  of  Boston  not  at  all  prejudicial  to  the 
great  Institution  which  to-day  has  received  the  homage  of  thous- 
ands of  men  and  women  of  every  rank  and  station  in  life. 

This  is  not  the  first  Masonic  Temple  which  has  been  solemnly 
dedicated  in  the  city  of  Boston.  In  1832,  the  Temple  which  has 
been  recently  disposed  of,  and  which  in  its  day  and  generation 
was  as  imposing  a  structure  among  the  public  buildings  of  this 
city  as  is  this  Temple  at  our  advanced  period,  was  consecrated  to 
masonic  uses. 

But  this  occasion  called  for  no  public  demonstration.  Less 
tlian  two  years  before,  its  corner-stone  had  been  laid  amid  the 
jeers  and  insults  of  an  excited  crowd  ;  and  such  was  the  state  of 
public  feeling,  that  it  was  considered  necessary  to  perform  the 
ceremonies  within  the  seclusion  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  On  the 
30th  of  May,  1832,  the  Grand  Lodge  held  a  Special  Communi- 
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1  the  Masonic  Temple,  on  Tremont  Street ;  a  procession 
led  in  the  upper  hall,  which -was  formally  dedicated,  and 
d  to  the  lecture-room  in  the  same  building,  where  an- 
ld  hymns  were  sung,  and  an  address  was  delivered.  But 
hren  were  present,  and  those  were  such  as  had  braved 
ical  storm  which  was  then  raging  at  its  height, 
y-five  years  have  passed  away,  and  behold  the  change  ! 
uds  of  malignity  and  hate  of  anti-masonry  have  disap- 
rom  the  heavens,  and  the  clear  sunshine  of  peace  enlivens 
e  highest  authorities  in  the  Nation  and  the  State,  as  in 
»n  time,  have  not  considered  it  beneath  their  dignity  to 
e  our  assembly  and  encourage  our  art. 
lave  just  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  and  the  institu- 
ich  we  revere  upon  the  marvellous  change  which  has  been 
d.  We  have  the  right  to  claim  that  it  is  no  ordinary  oc- 
and  no  ephemeral  society,  which  can  summon  the  Presi- 
the  United  States,  with  members  of  his  cabinet  and  offi- 
his  army,  from  the  cares  and  demands  of  official  duties, 
.  in  dedicating  this  spacious  Temple  to  the  uses  of  Mason- 
is  no  ordinary  occasion  which  can  call  from  the  towns 
ages  of  New  England,  and  from  remoter  regions,'  the  vast 
of  men  and  women  with  which  Boston  has  this  day  been 

a. 

the  Institution  of  Masonry  which  they  have  each  and  all 
honor;  and  however  persecuted  and  maligned  it  may 
sen  in  the  years  gone  by,  Masonry  to-day  has  triumphed, 
rins  the  victory. 

\  Br.  Isaac  Hull  Wright  in  response  to  a  sentiment 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  was  called  upon,  and  thus 
led:  — 

r  WORSHIPFUL,  —  I  have  been  well  content  to  be  present 
munificent  banquet,  to  enjoy  the  goodly  fellowship  that 
ind  enlivens  this  festive  board,  and  to  listen  in  silence  to 


88 


ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OP 


the  appropriate  and  eloquent  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  your 
lips,  from  those  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
those  of  the  other  distinguished  brothers  who  have  spoken  on  this 
inspiring  occasion.  In  response  to  your  complimentary  call,  I 
might  content  myself  with  saying  that  I  cordially  indorse  what 
has  here  been  offered,  and  forbear  to  tax  the  patience  of  this  com- 
pany with  any  poor  remarks  which  I  could  make.  But  my  re- 
spect for  the  Chair,  and  my  thorough  enjoyment  of  the  incidents 
attendant  upon  this-  splendid  celebration  of  the  Festival  of  St. 
John,  will  not  permit  me  to  resume  my  seat  without  offering  a 
word  or  two  in  commendation  of  the  brilliant  display  which  the 
Fraternity  have  made  this  day ;  of  the  beautiful  Temple  which 
we  have  here  dedicated  to  Freemasonry,  and  of  the  noble  illus- 
tration of  the  beneficial  influences  of  the  Order,  which  the  vast 
assembly  of  the  brethren  this  day  congregated  has  given  to  the 
outside  world. 

This  has  indeed  been  a  gala  day  for  the  city  of  Boston.  The 
clear,  bright  sky,  the  genial  summer  air, — the  smile  of  Heaven, — 
has  been  reflected  upon  the  gladsome  faces  of  thousands  upon  thous- 
ands of  our  citizens,  who,  with  their  families,  have  swarmed  in 
the  buildings  and  thronged  the  streets  through  which  the  immense 
procession  has  made  its  triumphant  progress.  And  when  we  con- 
sider that  that  vast  procession  have  gathered  together  this  day 
from  all  parts  of  the  land,  in  obedience  to.  a  common  impulse, 
animated  by  one  and  the  same  purpose,  and  bound  together  by 
one  common  tie,  well  may  we  pronounce  this  to  be  one  of  the 
most  auspicious  occasions  that  was  ever  witnessed  in  our  city ;  an 
occasion  long  to  be  remembered  and  commended  as  a  fitting  and 
merited  tribute  to  the  ancient  and  noble  Institution  to  which  we 
belong.  Union  of  purpose,  kindness  of  heart*  devotion  to  the 
Cause  of  human  brotherhood,  have  prompted  and  rendered  suc- 
cessful the  wonderful  pageant  which  we  have  this  day  beheld,  and 
not  the  behest  of  auy  crowned  and  despotic  tyrant !  In  this  we 
see  and  acknowledge  the  vitality  and  power  of  masonic  princi- 
ples, and  find  therein  assurance  for  the  prosperity  of  the.  Insti- 
tution. 
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hy  of  this  great  display,  worthy  of  the  Order,  is  the 
remple  which  you,  Most  Worshipful,  have  this  day  dedi- 
ith  ample  ceremonies,  to  the  uses  of  the  masonic  brother- 
Springing  aloft  from  solid  foundations,  it  rears  its  beau- 
ills  to  the  admiring  gaze  of  all,  and  displays  its  light  and 

turrets  and  pinnacles  to  the  sunshine  of  Heaven.  So  does 
f  itself,  based  upon  the  everlasting  principles  of  Divine 
»s  and  human  brotherhood,  commend  its  tenets  and  ordi- 
to  the  approbation  of  mankind  universal,  and  blend  in 
i  and  enduring  beauty  the  virtues  of  the  present  with  the 
•  the  future  life.  And  as  the  lofty  and  well-proportioned 
id  ample  roof  of  this  new  Temple  will  shelter  and  protect 
hers  of  the  mystic  tie  while  they  gather  within  its  spa- 
id  comfortable  halls,  so  will  Masonry  ever  succor  and  re- 
Leer,  comfort,  and  sustain  all  who  kneel  at  its  altar  and 
its  solemn  vows.  The  day,  the  occasion,  the  Temple,  the 
y  of  the  brotherhood,  —  all,  all  are  worthy  of  each  other, 
it  worthy  in  themselves  ;  and  I  doubt  not,  Most  Worship- 

you  bless  the  opportunity  which  has  been  afforded  to  you 
le  at  this  grand  ovation  to  Freemasonry. 

full  and  complete  description  of  our  new  Temple,  together  with  the 
eremonies  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  and  dedication,  we  refer 
iren  to  the  elegant  volume  compiled  by  W.  D.  Stratton,  Grand 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  be  published  early  in  June.  It  will  be 
form,  of  nearly  three  hundred  pages,  printed  on  tinted  paper  and 
morocco  cloth.  Each  copy  will  contain  a  photographic  view  of  the 
and  each  chapter  will  be  embellished  with  heading  and  initial 
lgraved  from  new  designs  prepared  expressly  for  the  work.  It  will 
3  at  the  University  Press,  Cambridge,  and  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
itiful  volumes  ever  issued  in  this  country.] 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

September  11,  A.L.  5867. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  w  Sutton  Hall,"  in  the  new  Masonic 
Temple,  corner  of  Tremont  and  Boylston  Streets,  Boston,  on 
Wednesday,  September  11.  A.L.  5867.  « 


Present 

M.W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  Newburyport 
R.W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver,  Boston  .  . 
R.W.  Henry  Mulliken,  Boston    .  . 
R.W.  John  McClellan,  Boston     .  . 
R.W.  Charles  W.  Moore,  Boston 
R.W.  Charles  L.  Woodbury,  Boston 
W.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmun,  Boston  . 
W.  William  D.  Stratton,  Melrose  . 
W.  Frederick  J.  Poss,  Maiden     .  . 
W.  Edward  Stearns,  Boston,  " 
W.  H.  H.  F.  Whittemore,  M.D.,  Marblehead ! 
W.  Henry  P.  Perkins,  Lowell, 
W.  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  8outh  Groton, 
W.  Ivory  H.  Pope,  Boston, 
Br.  John  B.  Rhodes,  Boston  .... 
Br.  Eben  P.  Gay,  Boston  


Grand  Master. 
Deputy  Grand  Master. 
Junior  Grand  Warden. 
Grand  Treasurer. 
Recording  Grand  Secretary 
Cor.  Grand  Secretary. 
Grand  Chaplain. 
Grand  Marshal. 
Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Grand  Stewards. 

Grand  Lecturers. 

Grand  Organist. 
Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


R.W.  James  A.  Fox,  Boston   District  No.  1. 

R.W.  Cephas  Brigham,  Auburndale   District  No.  3. 

R.W.  Henry  Endicott,  Cambridgeport   District  No.  4. 

R.W.  George  H.  Peirson,  Salem     ........  District  No.  5. 

R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop,  Lawrence   District  No.  6. 

R.W.  Charles  Kimball,  Lowell   District  No.  7. 

R.W.  Ithamar  F.  Conkey,  Amherst   District  No.  8. 

R.W.  Henry  Chickering,  Pittefield   District  No.  9. 

R.W.  David  W.  Crafts,  Northampton   District  No.  10. 

RTW.  A.  A.  Burditt,  Clinton   District  No.  11. 
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inner,  Milford     ........  District  No.  12. 

Gat,  StougtitoD  ........  District  No.  13. 

aulu,  Fairliftven  .    .    .   District  No.  14. 

Hyamiis   District  No.  15. 

Ltf  Weymouth   District  No.  16. 

Fe  a  m  a>  i:  n  t  M  e  m  n  >:  n  * . 

benson  Fast  Grand  Master. 

 *     *»      »»  »» 

to  » 

JmxDej  .......     „  „ 

Dame    ,   ,    «    .    .    ♦    ,    Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

W  ELLS                                            ->         tt  »»  »» 

LGE     i    •    f    ■    *    >    i'    *       |i         »  t*  y* 

A  R  REN  *                                        „  i) 

ian  Fast  Grand  Warden. 

\V  a  i  i  —  ♦  „ 

B.iiinu  ...,.,,„        „  „ 

rAJtDNBA                                            ,,  ,, 

TO*  

 t        »  » 


IAN  ..  ..*.*  n  ft 

rroif  

kKSHALL   tt        fy  » 

)dge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  half-past 

h  prayer  bj  Rev.  Br*  Dadmun. 

f  the  last  Communication  was  read. 

i  of  Otho  Hamilton  by  Star  of  Bethlehem 

rwonic  conduct,  was  confirmed. 

illiain  S.  Gardner  offered  the  following  Re- 

spenaiou  of  R.  B,  Dean  from  his  office  of 

ihire  Lodge,  which  was  accepted,  read,  and 

We:  — 

e  to  whom  wag  referral  the  charges,  correspond- 
ents presented  to  the  (^rnnd  Lodge  by  the  M.W. 
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Grand  Master,  in  the  case  of  a  complaint  against  W,  Br.  R 
Dean,  Master  of  Berkshire  Lodge,  and  who  were  cnipow 
'*  to  summon  the  accused  before  them,  together  with  the  wanes 
and  to  send  for  such  papers  and  records  of  the  Lodge  as  they 
deem  essential  and  necessary  to  a  full  and  impartial  invent igw 
of  the  charges,  and  to  report  their  doing!  in  the  premises  to 
Grand  Lodge,  at  their  Quarterly  Communication  in  Septet 
next,  with  such  recommendations  as  iu  their  judgment  ma 
proper,  for  the  final  action  of  the  Grand  ^Lodge,"  respect; 
report,  — 

By  the  Constitutions,  as  well  as  by  the  ancient  regulation 
Masonry,  the  W.  Master  of  a  Lodge  cannot  be  dealt  with  h 
Lodge,  but  must  be  tried  by  the  Grand  Lodge-  Section  : 
Article  IV.,  Part  III.  of  our  Constitutions,  contains  all  the] 
to  govern  us  in  this  investigation,  and  is  in  the  following 
guage : — 

u  It  shall  not  be  competent  for  a  Lodge  to  try  its  Master, 
five  members  of  the  Lodge,  or  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Ma 
may,  however,  impeach  him  before  the  Grand  Master,  who  i 
order  an  investigation  of  the  charges  ;  and  if,  in  his  opinion, 
are  well  founded,  and  of  a  character  to  justify  (he  proceed 
he  may  suspend  the  delinquent,  and  summon  him  to  appear  a 
ensuing  meeting  of  the  Grand  Loil^s  to  show  emise  wh 
should  not  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  regulations  and  us 
in  such  cases  established." 

It  is  certainly  worthy  of  mention  that  this  is  the  first  case 
brought  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  so  tar  as  your  eommittee 
been  able  to  discover.  No  precedent  can  therefore  be  fout 
our  history  for  such  a  trial.  The  tYmstimi  iou*  tin  uwkv? 
extremely  brief  upon  the  subject.  From  the  documents  pres* 
to  your  Committee,  it  appears  that  in  May  last  the  W.  MasL 
Berkshire  Lodge  was  regularly  impeio  hed  hefore  the  Grand 
ter  by  five  members  of  his  Lodge,  and  that  on  the  t  wenty-se 
of  that  month  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  suspended  him  fron 
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the  Senior  Warden  in  his  place.    It  also  ap- 

laat  Quarterly  Communication,  this  suspension 
he  Grand  Lodge,  continued  in  force  until  this 
[aster  was  not  summoned  to  appear  at  the  Quar- 
tion  in  J tie  Inst ;  but  jour  Committee,  sitting  in 
a  recommendation  to  the  M.W.  Grand  Master 
him  to  appear  at  this  Communication.  Your 
e  that,  in  referring  this  subject  to  them,  it  was 

the  Grand  Lodge  that  the  Committee  should 
rae  to  be  pursued  in  a  case  of  so  much  impor- 
%  and  that  it  wits  not.  intended  that  they  should 

reasons  for  this  conclusion  will  appear  in  the 
leudations : 

itep  to  he  taken  is  the  impeachment  of  the  Mas- 
>e  done  by  five  members  of  his  Lodge,  or  by  the 
j  rami  Master  of  the  District  in  which  the  Lodge 
s  impeachment  corresponds  to  the  accusations  or 
d  else  when?  in  the  article  above  referred  to,  and 
irdcular  charges  reduced  to  writing  and  properly 
eh  the  Master  is  finally  to  be  tried.  He  is  to  be 
the  Grand  Master,  M.,  the  charges  are  to  be 

nd  Master  is  to  order  an  investigation  of  the 
urpose  of  ascertaining  if,  in  his  opinion,  they  are 
of  a  character  to  justify  further  action,  because 
Lodge  should  not  he  suspended  upon  frivolous 
m  serious  charges,  if  there  is  not  good  reason 
are  well  founded.  The  Grand  Master  is  to 
ther  by  a  personal  investigation,  or  by  ordering 
y  disinterested  and  discreet  brethren ;  having 
that  the  charges  are  well  founded  and  of  a  char- 
e  proceedings, 

r'  suspend  the  delinquent  and  summon  him  to 
uing  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Suspension 
an  investigation  by  the  Grand  Master  or  his 
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order.  In  the  present  case,  the  Master  was  suspended,  and 
therefore  the  investigation  required  must  have  taken  place. 
The  investigation  spoken  of  in  the  orfler  of  reference  to  your 
Committee  could  not  have  contemplated  the  investigation  prelimi- 
nary to  suspension,  so  that  they  have  not  considered  it  to  be  a 
part  of  their  duty  to  investigate  matters  which  the  Grand  Master 
has  already  done.  It  is  not  absolutely  required  that  the  Grand 
Master  should  suspend  the  Master,  but  if  he  does,  he  must  sum- 
mon him  to  appear  before  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  is  the*  only 
way  in  which  jurisdiction  can  be  obtained  over  the  Master.  In 
default  of  this  summons,  not  a  step  further  can  be  taken.  He 
should  have  every  opportunity  given  him  to  appear  and  show 
cause  why  he  should  not  be  dealt  with,  to  object  to  the  charges  if 
he  see  fit,  to  request  delays  and  interpose  such  other  objections  as 
he  may  deem  necessary ;  in  other  words,  no  action  can  be  taken 
adverse  to  the  accused  until  he  has  been  summoned  to  appear. 
This  summons  should  be  issued  in  compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  first  clause  of  the  first  section  of  Article  IV.,  giving  the 
Master  the  constitutional  time  of  fourteen  days,  at  least,  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  should  also  be  served  by 
order  of  the  Grand  Master  in  the  same  manner  with  a  copy  of  the 
charges.  The  fact  that  the  Master  has  not  been  summoned  is 
sufficient  reason  why  your  Committee  have  not  taken  any  step  in 
the  matter  of  investigation. 

IV.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  before  which  the 
Master  is  summoned,  he  should  be  solemnly  called,  and  if  not 
present,  the  Grand  Lodge  will  take  such  action  upon  his  default 
as  it  may  deem  proper.  If  present,  the  charges  should  be  read  to 
him,  and  in  the  language  of  the  Constitutions,  he  should  be  called 
upon  "  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  dealt  with  according 
to  the  regulations  and  usages  in  such  cases  established,"  that  is, 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  tried  according  to  the  regu- 
lations and  usages  provided  in  the  Article  IV.  above  referred  to. 
If  he  is  unable  to  show  such  cause  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Master  should  then  call  upon  him  to 
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res.  He  may  plead  specially  or  generally ;  i\e., 
cially  that  he  has  pot  been  regularly  summoned, 
a  charges  has  not  been  served  upon  him,  or  that 
lsufficieni  or  informal,  or  he  may  plead  generally 
Ity.  If  he  pleads  specially,  the  Grand  Lodge 
pou  the  suitieieuey  of  his  answer.  If  he  pleads 
Uy,  then  lie  is  to  he  tried  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
above  referred  10  directs  minutely,  the  several 
in  the  trial  of  an  accused  brother.    The  trial 

Lodge  of  the  Master  is  only  a  change  of  the 
i  possible,  every  step  should  be  followed  in  the 

the  constitutional  requirements  in  the  case  of  a 
kefbre  his  Lodge.    The  trial  of  a  Master  before 

should  not  be  less  formal  than  that  of  a  brother 
here  are,  however,  some  of  these  steps  which  can- 
le  Grand  Lodge,  by  reason  of  its  peculiar  mem- 
are  many  grave  reasons  why  it  should  not  sit 
■  the  purpose  of  hearing  testimony.  It  would  be 
p  the  brethren  together,  coming  as  they  do  from 
he  State,  and  prepared  to  leave  their  business 
i  short  time  only.  Your  Committee  therefore 
iraud  Lodge  would  be  empowered  to  appoint  a 
:e  the  testimony  on  one  side  and  the  other  of 
s  the  Grand  Master  by  his  written  order  should 
Ih;  uriMLM'd  slum Kl  lmw  ample  notice  of  the  time 
and  where,  the  evidence  should  be  given.  We 
ience  to  the  process  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  only 

are  of  the  household  of  the  faithful,  and  if  it 
?d  to  take  the  evidence  of  persons  not  Masons, 
tance,  there  would  be  no  way  of  obtaining  it, 
rhere  the  witnesses  reside.  In  this  particular  case, 
utely  necessary  to  take  some  such  means  to  obtain 
most  if  not  all  the  witnesses  on  both  sides  reside 
indred  miles  from  the  Grand  East;  so  that  if 
urced,  that  the  witnesses  must  be  produced  before 
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the  Grand  Lodge,  no  trial  could  be  had.  Bat  your  Committee 
believe  that  this  Committee  appointed  to  take  testimony  should 
have  no  discretionary  powers,  except  to  exclude  hearsay  evidence  ; 
that  they  should  take  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses,  subject  to 
such  objections  as  either  party  might  see  fit ;  to  make  and  report 
it  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  without  any  opinion,  comment,  or  recom- 
mendation ;  and  upon  this  evidence  the  accused  should  be  tried 
before  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  accordance  with  the  Constitutions. 
The  Master  cannot  be  tried  by  his  Lodge,  and  it  would  seem  that 
he  should  not  be  tried  by  a  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
They  not  only  should  not  affect  the  judgment  of  the  members  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  by  any  opinion  of  their  own,  but  they  should 
reserve  their  own  judgments  until  the  accused  had  been  heard, 
and  the  evidence  discussed,  and  the  complainants  had  also  had 
•  opportunity  to  present  their  views.  The  impropriety  therefore  of 
the  Committee's  making  any  recommendations  to  the  prejudice  of 
either  party  becomes  apparent.  It  would  be  unjust  to  themselves, 
and  prejudicial  to  a  fair  investigation  of  the  charges.  With  this 
view,  your  Committee  have  considered  that  the  Grand  Lodge  did 
not  intend  that  they  should  report  "  such  recommendations  as  in 
their  judgment  may  be  proper  for  the  final  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge"  concerning  the  accusations,  or  the  evidence  either  for  or 
against  them,  which  would  bias  the  fair  judgment  of  the  high  tri- 
bunal before  which  this  W.  Master  is  to  be  tried. 

Br.  Albert  G.  Mackey,  in  his  "  Principles  of  Masonic  Law," 
p.  325,  remarks,  "  In  trials  conducted  by  Grand  Lodges,  it  is 
usual  to  take  the  preliminary  testimony  in  a  Committee,  but  the 
final  decision  must  always  be  made  in  the  Grand  Lodge." 

V.  After  the  evidence  has  been  submitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  carefully  read,  the  accused  has  the  privilege  of  addressing  the 
Grand  Lodge  by  counsel  (being  of  the  Craft).  The  accusers 
should  also  have  the  same  right. 

The  question  "  is  the  accused  guilty  or  not  guilty"  should  be 
distinctly  put  to  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  accordance 
with  the  Constitutions.    If  the  accused  should  be  found  guilty,  the 
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punishment  for  the  offence  can  then  be  determined  by  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

In  the  conduct  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Master  of  a  Lodge 
by  the  course  recommended,  the  rights  of  the  accused  would  be 
preserved,  and  the  dignity  of  the  Grand  Lodge  would  be  preserved, 
in  ah  affair  of  such  great  importance. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Constitutions  use  the  word  "  im* 
pecuhment "  in  this  connection,  and  that  it  is  not  elsewhere  made 
use  of  in  connection  with  any  other  officer  or  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  This  term  was  undoubtedly  taken  from  the 
English  practice  of  impeachment  before  the  Lords  by  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain,  "  which  was  a  presentment  to  the  most 
high  and  supreme  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  by  the  House  of 
Commons."  The  W.  Master  is  thus  impeached  by  a  certain 
number  of  his  Lodge,  and  tried  by  his  peers  in  the  Grand  Lodge, 
which  is  our  "  most  high  "  and  supreme  masonic  court.  The  act 
itself  is  a  solemn  one,  when  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  assemble  to  sit  in  judgment 
upon  a  brother  who  has  been  selected  to  preside  over  his  breth- 
ren, and  who,  because  he  has  been  thus  selected  and  installed  into 
his  official  station,  is  a  peer  in  Masonry,  and  made  eligible  to 
the  highest  positions  of  confidence  which  the  whole  Craft  can 
bestow. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  S.  Gardner. 
William  D.  Coolidge. 
If.  Chickering. 

The  Report  was  subsequently  taken  up  and  considered, 
when  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  stated  that  he  had  summoned 
said  Dean  to  appear  before  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  present 
session,  to  answer  to  the  charges  preferred  against  him,  and 
called  him,  if  present,  to  come  forward  and  answer  accord- 
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ingly.  He  not  appearing,  the  whole  subject  was  referred 
back  to  the  same,  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  the 
evidence  in  the  case,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  was  directed 
to  notify  the  defendant  of  his  default,  and  receive  his  excuse, 
if  he  have  any  to  offer,  as  provided  by  the  Constitutions  of 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

R.  W.  Br.  George  W.  Warren,  on  behalf  of  the  commit- 
tee of  sixteen  appointed  at  the  last  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  offered  a  Report  on  the  Memorial  of  King 
Solomon's  Lodge,  which  was  accepted  and  considered ;  when, 
on  motion,  it  was  — 

Voted,  That  so  much  of  the  Report  as  relates  to  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  be  printed,  and  sent  to  the  Lodges, 
with  such  explanations  and  additions  as  the  Grand  Master  may 
judge  to  be  necessary  for  their  information. 

R.W.  Br.  William  S.  Gardner  submitted  the  following 
Report  on  the  proposed  Amendment  of  Part  V.  of  the  Con- 
stitutions :  — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  amend- 
ment to  Part  V.,  of  the  Constitutions,  u  Section  23,  no  Lodge 
shall  receive  or  act  upon  any  corporate  charter  granted  by  any 
Legislature  or  political  government ;  and  the  receiving  such  char- 
ter of  incorporation,  or  acting  themselves  by  any  Lodge  under 
this  jurisdiction,  will  operate  as  a  surrender  and  revocation  of  its 
masonic  Charter  from  this  Grand  Lodge,"  respectfully  report,  — 

The  supreme  authority  over  the  subordinate  Lodges,  exists 
exclusively  and  absolutely  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  subordinates 
derive  their  existence  from  the  Grand  Body,  and  through  it  they 
preserve  their  vitality.  They  are  answerable  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
alone,  and*  cannot  be  made  answerable  to  any  other  tribunal  or 
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*  word:*  and  doings  are  always  open  for  the 
^animation  of  the  proper  Grand  Officers,  but  to 
orld  ilioy  are  scaled  books.  They  are  not  only 
ident  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  but  are  also  exclu- 
le  to  ii.  No  process  of  Courts  can  pass  the 
if  penetralia,  or  expose  to  the  gaze  of  the  world 
irs.  Such  are  some  of  the  rights  and  immunities 
I  i  ii  sites  of  tliis  Gnunl  Lodge  enjoy.  Should  the 
grant  charters  to  these  Lodges  and  should  they 
\j  immediately  become  subordinate  not  to  the 
»ne,  but  also  to  the  Courts  of  Law  and  to  the 
i >■}•,•<'] \  |L  ilirir  ollieers,  the  care  and  distribu- 
te, the  admission,  trials,  and  punishments  of  their 
b  liable  to  be  'inspected  and  examined  into  by  the 
le  Legislature.  Their  most  private  proceedings 
Jke  all  oih it  incorporated  Bodies,  over  whom 
tended  its  protecting  arm,  they  cease  to  be  inde- 
st  submit  to  inch  exposures  of  their  acts  and 
:ime  to  time  may  be  considered  necessary.  And 
heir  proceedings  may  be  revised,  their  expelled 
d  to  full  fellowship,  iheir  elections  declared  null 
ren  the  investments  and  expenditures  of  their 
1  and  directed  by  a  Court  of  Equity, 
f  our  Grand  Lodge  in  the  days  of  anti-masonic 
Is  an  example.  A  charter  had  been  granted  in 
gblature  of  1834  summoned  before  it  the  officers 
idge  for  the  purpose  of  examining  them  upon 
The  object  in  view  was  no  other  than  a  politi- 
isest  character-  But  through  the  sagacity  and 
►r  of  our  Bt.  W.  U  r.  Charles  W.  Moore,  the 
rendered,  and  by  the  Legislature  accepted,  and 
L»odge  and  its  officers  became  no  longer  answera- 
il  Court  of  Massachusetts. 

lin  the  officers  and  members  of  their  Grand  Lodge 
i  easily.    Brethren  distinguished  for  their  learn- 
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ing,  Christian  character,  and  eminent  virtues,  were  arraigned 
before  the  Legislature  as  criminals  and  outcasts. 

The  M.W.  W.  S.  Whithead,  Grand  Master  of  New  Jersey, 
has  recently  brought  this  subject  before  his  Grand  Lodge,  and 
your  Committee  take  from  his  able  address  the  following  extract : 

"By  the  rules  of  government  of  our  institution,  a  brother  who 
feels  aggrieved  by  the  action  of  his  Lodge  has  the  right  of  appeal 
to  the  Grand  Lodge.  If,  however,  he  should  be  fractious,  and 
indisposed  to  submit  himself  to  the  adjudication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  he  has  the  power,  if  the  Lodge  be  incorporated,  to  appeal 
directly  to  the  judicial  tribunals.  If  he  has  been  expelled  by  his 
Lodge  for  a  masonic  offence  justifying  such  punishment,  courts  of 
law  have  the  power,  denied  by  some  of  the  ablest  and  wisest  of 
masouic  writers  even  to  the  Grand  Lodge  itself,  to  restore  the 
offending  brother  into  full  and  complete  membership  in  the  Lodge 
from  which  he  has  been  expelled. 

"  Let  me  illustrate  this  subject  by  a  reference  to  one  or  two 
pertinent  adjudications. 

u  Slander  is  a  masonic  crime.  None  but  a  Master  Mason  can 
realize  and  appreciate  the  enormity  of  the  offence  of  slander  of  a 
Mason  by  his  brother  Mason.  For  such  violations  of  masonic 
duty  and  solemn  obligations,  subordinate  Lodges  claim  the  right 
of  expelling  the  unworthy  brother,  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  where 
the  charge  was  sustained,  would  not  hesitate  to  confirm  the  action 
of  its  subordinate. 

"  In  the  second  of  Binney's  Pennsylvania  Reports  is  found  the 
report  of  a  case,  entitled  4  The  Commonwealth  vs.  The  President 
and  Members  of  the  St.  Patrick's  Benevolent  Society!'  By  the 
act  of  incorporation  of  this  society,  it  was  authorized  to  make 
rules  and  by-laws ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  such  authority,  it  enacted 
a  by-law  to  the  effect  that  vilifying  any  of  its  members  was  a 
crime  against  the  society,  and  that  the  penalty  for  such  crime 
should  be  removal  from  office,  fine,  or  expulsion.  William 
Duane,  a  member  of  the  society,  presented  charges  against  John 
Binns,  also  a  member,  charging  him  with  falsely  and  scandalously 
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ane.  Upon  these  charges  Binus  was  regularly 
nally  expelled.  He  thereupon  appealed  to  the 
>  be  restored  to  his  standing  in  the  society.  The 
neut,  by  a  unanimous  decision  restored  him  to 
hi  as  a  member  in  good  standing.  The  judge 
the  opinion  of  the  court  speaks  as  follows :  — 
lac  it  condition  annexed  to  the  franchise  of  a 
if  he  breaks,  be  may  be  disfranchised.  The 
is  inherent  power  may  be  exercised  are  o£  three 

m  offence  is  committed  which  has  no  immediate 
onber's  corporate  duty,  but  is  of  so  infamous  a 
him  unfit  for  the  society  of  honest  men.  Such 
of  perjury,  forgi  ry,  &c.  But,  before  an  expul- 
ei  cause  of  litis  kind,  it  is  necessary  that  there 
pus  con  vit'liott  l*y  a  jury,  according  to  the  law  of 

ic  offence  is  against  his  duty  as  a  corporator. 
*d  is  an  offence  of  a  mixed  nature  against  the 
i  a  corporator,  and  also  indictable  by  the  laws  of 

of  '  The  Commonwealth  vs.  The  Pennsylvania 
tion/  reported  in  2  Sergeant  &  Rawle,  page  140, 
was  exercised  \*y  the  court  over  the  membership 
y  the  articles  of  incorporation  of  that  society, 
s  to  pay  fifty  cents  as  a  monthly  contribution ; 
tie mlar  lu^U-rl  to  pay  his  contribution  for  three 
o  be  expelled.  Oae  of  the  members  being  in 
mouths,  his  name  was  stricken  from  the  roll, 
pealed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which  decided  that 
ot  authorized  to  strike  his  name  from  the  roll, 
ag  to  their  articles  of  incorporation,  they  must 
e  society  having  failed  to  do  this,  the  court 
lis  membership* 

cases  of  incorporated  societies,  courts  of  law 
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have  the  power  to  inquire  and  adjudicate  upon  the  right  of  a 
member  to  an  office,  the  functions  of  which  he  may  be  exercising. 
Thus,  a  defeated  candidate  for  the  office  of  W.M.  in  a  subordinate 
Lodge,  instead  of  appealing  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  may  appeal  to 
the  courts  of  law.  If  the  court  should  be  satisfied  that  he  has 
been  irregularly  elected,  it  has  the  power  to  eject  him  from  his 
office,  and  place  his  opponent  in  the  East  of  the  Lodge. 

u  It  is  to  borne  in  mind  that  a  judge,  when  considering  ques- 
tions which  may  arise  in  connection  with  an  incorporated  Lodge, 
regards  the  case  from  a  different  standpoint  than  that  from  which 
a  Mason  views  it.  The  judge  knows  nothing  about  the  biuding 
force  of  secret  obligations.  He  does  not  allow  his  judgmeut  to  be 
influenced  by  the  fact  that  the  society  of  Freemasons  was  insti- 
tuted for  the  purpose  of  fostering  virtue,  morality,  and  brotherly 
love.  He  neither  knows  or  cares  anything  about  the  immutable 
character  of  Ancient  Landmarks.  He  sees  before  him  a  citizen 
who  has  acquired  certain  rights  in  an  incorporated  company, 
which  rights  the  law  is  bound  to  protect.  And  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  and  protecting  these  rights,  he  brings  to  bear  upon 
the  case  the  same  rules  of  law  which  he  would  apply  in  the  case 
of  a  stockholder  in  a  bank  or  in  an  insurance  company.  It  is 
plain  that  the  application  of  such  rules  is  subversive  of  the  structure 
of  masonic  government.  It  sweeps  away  the  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Master,  and  subordinates 
the  masonic  to  the  civil  authorities  upon  questions  strictly  ma- 
sonic." 

Your  Committee  believe  that  nothing  further  need  be  said  to 
show  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  amendment.  If  the  brethren 
desire  to  be  incorporated  to  enable  them  to  hold  real-estate,  they 
can  easily  associate  together  for  that  purpose,  and  thus  obviate 
all  the  objections  to  which  we  have  referred.  But  even  this  will 
be  of  rare  occurrence,  for  the  funds  held  by  the  subordinate 
Lodges  are  not  usually  of  such  magnitude  as  to  require  incor- 
porated companies  to  take  care  of  them. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  proposed  amendment  be 
adopted  in  the  following  language  :  — 
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S^o  Lodge  shall  apply  for,  receive  or  act  under 
hurter  granted  by  any  Legislature  or  political 
I  ilh'  ivrriving  Hiich  charter  of  incorporation,  or 
It  by  any  Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction,  shall 
euder  ami  revocation  of  its  masonic  charter  or 
is  Grand  Lodge/* 

Hi ;spert fully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
William  D.  CooLidge. 
I.  H.  Wright. 

amend  the  above  section  by  adding  the  words 
)ermiasion  of  the  Grand  Master,"  was  then 
le  whole  subject  was  laid  over  until  the  next 
of  the  Grimd  Lodge. 

itton  Lodge/*  at  Saugus,  made  return  of  their 
past  year,  together  with  their  Dispensation 
jr  h  Charter,  all  of  which  were  referred  to 
s  Winslow  Lewis,  Lemuel  A.  Bishop,  and 
ber,  who  subsequently  offered  the  following 
was  adopted  :  — 

[n  Grand  Lodge,  Sept.  11, 1867. 

e  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 

f  Saugus,  respectfully  report,  — 

>rds  of  said  Lodge,  during  the  period  of  Dispen- 

□  neatly  kept,  and  the  By-Laws  submitted  are  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ;  and  they 
a  Charter  be  issued  to  them  as  prayed  for. 

WifcsLOw  Lewis. 
Lemuel  A.  Bishop. 
George  H.  Taber. 
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The  committee  consisting  of  R.W.  Brothers  William  D. 
Coolidge,  Henry  Chickering,  and  David  W.  Crafts,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  proceedings  of  St.  Alban's  Lodge  vs.  Gard- 
ner A.  Fuller,  submitted  the  following  Report,  which  was 
adopted :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Sept  11, 1867. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  doings  of  St.  Alban's 
Lodge,  of  Foxboro',  in  relation  to  the  expulsion  of  Br.  Gardner 
A.  Fuller,  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  report, — 

That  the  action  of  the  Lodge  is  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Constitution,  and  recommend  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  Lodge  be  confirmed. 

William  D.  Coolidge. 

The  same  committee  also  submitted  the  following  Report, 
which  was  adopted  :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Sept.  11, 1S67. 
Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  paper  in  the  case  of 
expulsion  from  Masonry  of  William  F.  Olds  and  R.  F.  Freeman, 
by  Wisdom  Lodge,  of  West  Stockbridge,  have  examined  the 
same,  and  find  the  proceedings  to  have  been  correct,  and  recom- 
mend that  the  action  of  the  Lodge  be  confirmed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  Checkering. 
William  D.  Coolidge. 

The  Committee  on  Amendments  of  the  Constitution  sub- 
mitted the  following  Reports,  which  were  adopted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Amendment  to  Part 
Y.,  Section  22,  of  the  Constitutions,  respectfully  report, — 
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That,  whereas  every  facility  should  be  afforded  to  the  Lodges 
and  their  officers  to  receive  the  earliest  and  fullest  information  of 
any  proposed  alteration  or  amendment  of  the  Constitutions ; 

Your  committee  recommend  that  Part  V.,  Section  22,  be  so 
amended  as  to  read  after  the  word  "  communication  "  : 

"  And  every  Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  Massachusetts,  shall  be  served  by 
the  Recording  Grand  Secretary  with  an  attested  copy  of  such  pro- 
posed repeal  or  amendment  within  thirty  days  after  the  meeting 
at  which  such  repeal  or  amendment  is  proposed." 

William  D.  Coolidge. 
Henry  Chickering. 
Sereno  D.  Nickerson. 

Ik  Grand  Lodge,  Boston,  Sept.  11, 1867. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the 
proposed  Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  Part  IV.,  Article  2, 
Section  1,  on  the  subject  of  enlarging  the  powers  of  proxies, 
have  given  the  subject  the  alteration  it  demands,  and  respectfully 
report,  — 

That  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  order  that  the  Lodges  might  not  fail 
to  be  represented,  have  provided  in  the  Constitutions  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  proxies  with  all  the  rights  of  those  they  represent, 
including  the  right  to  speak  and  vote  in  the  absence  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  his  Lodge. 

It  has  ever  been  a  cherished  object  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
encourage  the  full  representation  of  Lodges  by  their  officers,  by 
whom,  it  is  presumed,  the  known  wishes  and  opinion  of  their 
brethren  are  best  understood,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee that  this  duty  of  being  present  at  the  Communications  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  should  never  be  delegated,  except  in  cases  of 
the  most'  pressing  emergency,  such  as  absence  or  sickness  of  its 
Master  and  Wardens. 

Provision  is  ample  that  every  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction,  how- 
ever remote,  may  be  represented. 

14 
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Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  enlargement  of  the 
powers  or  numbers  of  proxies  would  only  lead  to  uninten- 
tional debates,  and  that  the  interests  of  the  Fraternity  will  be 
best  promoted  when  in  the  hands  of  those  whom  the  brethren 
have  chosen  as  their  officers. 

The  opinion  of  your  committee,  therefore,  is  that  the  Consti- 
tutions already  give  to  proxies  of  Lodges  all  the  power  that  it  is 
desirable  they  should  have,  and  that  the  proposed  Amendment  giv- 
ing to  proxies  of  Lodges,  while  the  regular  representatives  of  the 
Lodge  are  present,  the  'right  to  speak  on  all  questions  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  during  the  masonic  year  in  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed ought  not  to  pass. 

William  D.  Coolii>ge. 
Sereno  D.  Nickerson. 
Henry  Checkering. 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA. 
R.W.  Br.  Charles  L.  Woodbury,  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  offered  the  following 
suplementary  Report  on  the  recognition  of  the  body  calling 
itself  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Annual  Address  of 
the  M.W.  Grand  Master,  respectfully  submit  the  following  sup- 
plementary Report :  — 

The  masonic  jurisdiction  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick, 
according  to  the  principles  of  masonic  national  law,  has  hereto- 
fore pertained  to  the  mother  country,  of  which  these  two  terri- 
tories are  provinces. 

In  Great  Britain  there  are  three  Grand  Lodges,  England,  Ire- 
land, and  Scotland,  separate  and  independent  of  each  other,  and 
each  exercising  metropolitan  powers  over  the  Colonies  pertaining 
to  the  empire  of  Great  Britain,  granting  Charters  for  the  Lodges 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  107 


and  appointing  Provincial  Grand  Masters  for  the 
es,  to  regulate  the  Lodges  under  their  several 
wording  to  the  Constitutions  of  the  mother  Grand 
menUy,  it  fallows  that  there  may  exist  in  each  of 
'  Great  Britain  three  distinct  masonic  authorities, 
cer  the  Lodges  working  under  its  Charters,  and 
e  to  the  oLher  in  any  respect.  Several  practical 
ttned  of  as  the  consequence  of  this  want  of  unity 
ovincial  authority  ;  and  any  one  experienced  in 
udenee  will  perceive  that,  even  where  great  cau- 
iut  are  used,  much  trouble  may  arise,  and  under 
stances  constant  dissensions  and  complaint  must 

ec  the  mother  Grand  Lodges  have  obviated  this  in 
nd  New  Brunswick,  by  reposing  their  provincial 
aods  of  the  same  person,  and  thus  securing  more 
miformiiy  than  if  there  were  several  Provincial 
of  the  same  Rite  in  the  lace  of  each  other,  in  the 

tee  find  that  in  Nova  Scotia,  for  over  twenty-five 
orshiptul  Br.  Keith,  of  Halifax,  has  exercised  the 
ol  for  the  Scotch  Grand  Lodge,  and  we  believe,  for 
s  period,  the  like  power*  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of* 
iu  New  Brunswick,  wc  find  that  the  Right  Wor- 
tnch  exercises,  as  Provincial  Grand  Master,  the 
inuid  L'mI'jvh  uf  K:t'_J.n3d  and  Scotland, 
committee,,  this  Hummer,  had  the  opportunity  to 
l  provinces,  and  to  hold  conferences  with  many  of 
id  brethren  there,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Rite 
3  of  obtaining  from  the  Right  Worshipful  Provincial 
above  referred  to  much  valuable  information  as  to 
the  system  under  which  they  live.  In  the  earlier 
asonry  in  these  provinces,  the  influence  of  these 
a  ia  lively  slight ;  but  as  they  have  growu  in  wealth 
,  as  Masonry  has  developed  and  spread  with  a  vig- 
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orous  growth,  the  embarrassments  arising  from  this  mixed  juris- 
diction are  becoming  serious.  The  attention  of  the  masonic  mind 
there  is  directed  to  the  means  of  obviating  them,  and  of  attaining 
for  the  craft  the  comforts  and  stability  and  energy  which  follow 
unity  of  local  authority,  and  the  perfect  accomplishment  of  the 
right  of  self-government.  Several  years  since,  the  Masonic 
Lodges  in  Canada  formed  themselves  into  a  Grand  Lodge  for  the 
two  provinces  then  known  as  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  and 
which  are  now  known  as  Ontario  and  Quebec.  After  some  dis- 
cussion and  struggle,  this  Grand  Lodge  was  recognized  by  the 
mother  Grand  Lodges  of  the  British  Empire,  and  by  most  of  the 
drrand  Lodges  in  the  United  States,  and  their  independence  and 
jurisdiction  as  a  Grand  Lodge  over  the  two  above-named  prov- 
inces was  finally  established  and  universally  recognized  abroad. 
The  precedent  was  thus  established  by  these  mother  Grand 
Lodges  of  treating  those  organized  colonies  of  the  Empire,  which 
possessed  a  certain  local  self-government,  as  being  so  far  inde- 
pendent States  as  to  justify  the  existence  of  a  local  Grand  Lodge 
when  organized  under  due  and  lawful  authority  *  In  the  course 
of  the  discussions  which  followed  this  effort  of  these  two  prov- 
inces to  set  up  an  independent  power,  the  Grand  Lodge*  of  Massa- 
chusetts came  to  conclusions  as  regards  the  policy  which  should 
^actuate  her  conduct  in  cases  of  this  nature,  and  subsequent  ex- 
perience has  confirmed  the  correctness  of  her  views,  and  she  has 
adhered  to  them  as  a  settled  policy  ever  since.  Freemasonry  of 
the  Empire  of  Great  Britain  differs  from  other  European  nation- 
alities in  not  being  organized  under  a  single  Grand  Lodge,  whilst 
neither  of  the  three  Grand  Lodges  claims  to  be  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  Empire ;  and  whilst  each  acknowledges  the  sole  authority 
of  the  other  in  the  territorial  division  from  which  it  takes  its 
name,  as  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  yet  they  all  claim 
the  imperial  right  to  grant  Charters  and  exercise  jurisdiction  in 
the  colonies  of  the  empire,  as  well  as  in  those  foreign  countries, 
destitute  of  Grand  Lodges,  which  are  technically  known  as  mis- 
sionary ground.    This  Grand  Lodge,  and  those  of  other  nations, 
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have  not,  as  far  as  jour  committee  can  learn,  been  inclined  to 
treat  the  British  Colonies  generally  as  missionary  ground,  but 
have  rather  inclined  to  consider  them  as  pertaining  exclusively  to 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland. 

The  object  of  masonic  independence  in  a  country  is  to  secure 
unity  of  organization  and  self-government,  under  masonic  institu- 
tions. Should  each  of  the  three  imperial  Grand  Lodges  authorize 
its  subordinate  bodies  in  a  colony  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge,  there 
would  arise  three  Grand  Lodges,  rivals  in  the  same  territory,  and 
the  unity  of  Maspnry  would  be  as  distant  as  before.  In  order  to 
form  a  true  Grand  Lodge  in  such  a  territory,  something  more 
than  the  consent  of  the  mother  Grand  Lodges  is  requisite ;  there 
must  be  action  on  the  part  of  the  Provincial  Lodges  ;  they  must 
meet  and  form  a  union  of  those  holding  under  different  jurisdic- 
tions, and  agree  to  become  one  jurisdiction  for  the  province ;  and 
when  they  have  thus  organized  themselves,  presenting  to  the  world 
the  elements  of  harmony,  unity,  and  self-government,  they  are  in 
condition  to  demand  of  the  masonic  world  recognition  as  the  just 
and  legal  sovereign  masonic  authority  for  the  colony. 

The  same  acts  which  show  to  the  Grand  Lodges  from  whence 
they  emanated,  their  capacity  and  ripeness  for  union  and  self-gov- 
ernment also  address  themselves  to  foreign  masonic  authorities 
as  a  plea  for  recognition  among  the  masonic  powers  of  the  world.. 
When  thus  united  by  self-attraction  into  a  geometric  and  harmo- 
nious whole,  the  reasons  which  should  induce  any  Grand  Lodge 
to  refuse  a  recognition  of  the  new  sister,  whose  inherent  vitality 
had  carried  her  through  the  embryonic  period  into  breathing  na- 
ture and  vital  independence,  must  be  cogent  indeed.  The  prin- 
ciples which  have  actuated  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Great  Britain 
and  this  Grand  Lodge  in  the  past  would  appear  to  be  satisfied 
with  such  a  course  of  proceeding.  Your  committee  will  not  dis- 
cuss the  question  how  far  the  assent  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland  should  precede  applications  of  such  a 
new  Grand  Lodge  for  recognition,  for  probably  neither  of  them 
could,  without  their  own  consent,  be  forced  to  abjure  the  exercise 
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of  their  usual  powers  in  such  territory  ;  but  your  committee  are 
so  well  assured  that  these  Grand  Lodges  are  governed  by  high 
masonic  virtues,  and  are  so  truly  desirous  of  promoting  the  har- 
mony and  welfare  of  Freemasonry  in  every  province  of  that  wide- 
spread empire,  that  it  would  be  doing  violence  to  reason  to  doubt 
that  they  would  act  equitably  and  according  to  their  numerous 
distinguished  precedents. 

This  Grand  Lodge,  adhering  to  its  ancient  principles,  could 
not,  unless  for  weighty  and  special  causes,  forbear  to  extend  the 
hand  of  fellowship  to  a  Provincial  Grand  Lodge,  formed  on  those 
principles  and  representing  the  united  and  entire  body  of  local 
Lodges  in  the  country.  But  while  disposed  to  yield  everything  to 
the  unanimous  desire  of  the  local  Provincial  Lodges  we  are  now 
in  fellowship  with,  your  committee  does  not  think  that  the  attempt 
of  a  portion  of  the  Lodges  to  secede  from  the  parent  authority, 
and  set  up  a  Grand  Lodge,  comes  within  the  principle  we  recog- 
nize. The  essential  quality  of  the  unanimity  of  the  lawfully  con- 
stituted Lodges  of  the  province  is  wanting,  and  a  recognition  of 
such  a  body  would  increase  the  number  of  jurisdictions  in  the 
province,  instead  of  diminishing  them,  and,  so  far  from  tending  to 
produce  harmony  and  unity,  would  add  another  element  for  dis- 
cord, and  probably  fan  the  flames  of  personal  animosity  among 
the  Craft. 

Your  committee  are  led  to  these  reflections  from  the  fact  that  a 
portion  of  the  Scotch  Lodges  in  Nova  Scotia  have  undertaken  to 
form  a  Grand  Lodge  without  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  large 
majority  of  the  Lodges  of  that  province,  and  also  without  the 
consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  or  of  those  of  England 
or  Ireland.  Your  committee  are  informed  that  whilst  some  forty- 
eight  Lodges  continue  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Provincial 
Grand  Master  for  England  and  Scotland,  less  than  eight  Lodges 
seceded  and  engaged  in  this  effort  to  make  a  Grand  Lodge. 
Passing  over  the  question  of  our  power  to  recognize  this  new 
body  iu  the  face  of  our  existing  amity  with  the  two  Provincial 
Grand  Lodges  there,  it  is  evident  that  it  could  hardly  be  justified, 
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I  of  expediency,  for  us  to  assume  to  know  better 
of  those  local  Lodges  whether  the  interests  of 
%  strength  iu  the  province  are  such  as  require  the 
endence  or  the  erection  of  an  independent  Grand 
av  wait.  and  the  minority  of  the  Lodges  in  Nova 
wait,  until  the  Masonic  Fraternity  there  decide  this 
maelves  by  a  decided  and  substantially  unanimous 
tatters  now  are,  their  opinion  seems  to  be  in  favor 
proviurinl  relations  ;  and  this  Grand  Lodge  could 
If  to  the  sisd/i  (rnuid  Lodges  of  England  and 
;  Freemasons  of  Nova  Scotia,  nor  to  its  own-con- 
]  h  abet  in  erecting  or  forcing  on  the  Craft  in  Nova 
lizuthm  to  which  (hoy  appear  averse.  Your  corn- 
opposed  to  those  precedents  which  establish  the 
I  provinces  of  Great  Britain  as  so  far  nationalities 

I  in  due  time  to  separate  Grand  Lodges,  and  they 
to  the  time  when  the  growing  strength  of  Free- 
w  Brunswick  uml  N'hv;l  Scotia  shall  enable  their 
mities  advantageously  lo  assume  the  right  of  self- 
We  cannot,  in  the  present  state  of  opinion  among 

Nova  Scotia,  see  the  propriety  of  interfering  in 
nor  can  we  consider  it  expedient  to  interrupt  our 
la  t  ions  T  and  give  just  cause  for  complaint.  The 
io  have  formed  this  so-called  Grand  Lodge  cannot, 
he  great  majority  of  Lodges  who  oppose  it,  reason- 

II  r  aid  in  clutching  the  insignia  and  organization 
n  masonic  power  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  seating  them- 
ly  over  the  opposing  majority  of  Lodges.  When 
Uy  at  the  situation,  we  do  not  see  that  any  foreign 
masonic  power  is  repressing  their  liberty  and 
it  rather  appears  that,  having  failed  to  obtain  the 
jnsent  of  the  Lodges  to  erect  a  Grand  Lodge,  they 
g  to  seek  strength  through  foreign  recognitions,  to 
tne  a  struggle  with  the  majority  of  their  co-equals 
3.    It  b  not  our  duty  to  furnish  such  aid,  and  your 
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committee  believe  that  the  real  progress  of  independence  in  Nova 
Scotia  is  best  promoted  by  reserving  our  acknowledgments  until 
a  majority  at  least  of  the  Lodges  there  shall  ask  for  them ;  and 
your  committee  report  that  they  are  satisfied  with  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Master  in  declining  to  recognize  the  miscalled  Grand 
Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
Charles  L.  Woodbury. 
Benjamin  Dean. 

A  communication  was  presented  from  St.  John's  Lodge,  of 
Boston,  in  relation  to  the  initiation  by  the  Lodges  in  New 
Brunswick  of  rejected  candidates  from  this  city,  which  was 
referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  William  S.  Gardner,  Charles  L. 
Woodbury,  and  Benjamin  Dean. 

E.W.  Br.  Solon  Thornton  offered  the  following  order, 
which  was  referred  to  the  above  committee,  to  wit:  — 

"  Ordered,  That  to  the  form  of  petition  required  to  be  signed 
by  applicants  for  initiation  shall  be  attached  Art.  3,  Sect.  2,  of 
the  Grand  Constitutions  of  this  Grand  Lodge/' 

The  same  Brother  also  offered  the  following  Amendments 
to  the  Constitutions,  which  were  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee : — 

Amendments  to  Article  3,  Section  2. — Any  candidate 
whose  application  has  been  rejected,  who  shall  be  initiated  in  any' 
Lodge  whatever,  without  the  recommendation  aforesaid,  shall  be 
deemed  a  clandestine  Mason,  and  shall  not  visit  any  Lodge  within 
this  jurisdiction,  and  the  members  of  Lodges  are  herby  forbid 
holding  masonic  intercourse  with  such  initiates. 
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Amendment  to  Article  3,  Section  5.  —  And  any  person 
having  his  place  of  residence  within  this  State,  who  shall  be 
initiated  in  any  Lodge  in  any  other  State  or  Territory,  without 
having  first  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  haying  jurisdiction, 
shall  be  deemed  a  clandestine  Mason,  and  shall  not  visit  any 
Lodge  within  this  jurisdiction  without  first  being  formally  healed. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Solon  Thornton,  it  was  Voted, 
That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  new 
Burial  Service. 

The  Grand  Master  appointed  Rev.  and  R.W.  Brother  E. 
M.  P.  Wells,  and  the  Rev.  Grand  Chaplains,  W.  Brothers 
J.  W.  Dadmun  and  William  R.  Alger. 

Br.  Thomas  G.  Estes  was  recognized  as  proxy  for  King 
Philip  Lodge. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
closed  in  Ample  Form  at  seven  o'clock. 


15 
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ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION. 

December  11,  A.L.  5867. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  Boston,  on 
Wednesday,  December  11,  A.L.  5867. 

Present. 

M.W.  Charles  C.  Dame    Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Newell  A.  Thompson    ....  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  Henry  Mulliken    Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  John  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  Charles  W.  Moore   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Charles  L.  Woodburt     .   .   .  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  William  R.  Aloer,  >  Grand  Chaplains. 
W.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmun,    \  v 

W.  William  D.  Stratton      ....  Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Frederick  J.  Foss   Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W:  Edward  Stearns, 
W.  II.  H.  F.  Whittemore,  M.D., 
W.  Henry  P.  Perkins, 
W.  Arthur  Cheney, 
W.  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  } 

W.  L.  H.  Gamwell,      >    Grand  Lecturers. 

W.  Ivory  H.  Pope,  j 

Br.  John  B.  Rhodes   Grand  Organist. 

Br.  C.  C.  Wentworth   Grand  Chorister. 

€  Br.  Eben  F.  Gay   Grand  Tyler. 

District  Deputy.  Grand  Masters. 

R.W.  James  A.  Fox   District  No.  1. 

R.W.  S.  O.  Dearborn   District  No.  2. 

R.W.  Cephas  Brioham   District  No.  8. 

R.W.  Henry  Endicott   District  No.  4. 

R.W.  George  H.  Peirson   District  No.  o. 


Grand  Stewards. 
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.  Bishop   District  No.  6. 

[i mb all    District  No.  7. 

\  CojftfiY   District  No.  8. 

MKKitiNf;        .    .    DistrictNo.  9. 

Crafts   District  No.  10. 

tutt   District  No.  11. 

Skinner   District  No.  12. 

R.  Gay   District  No.  13. 

Pope   District  No.  15. 

.sell   District  No.  16. 

Permanent  Members. 

Robinson     ,  Past  Grand  Master. 

.  Randall    „  „       „  „ 

Luvris    .    ,    »  „        „  „ 

D,  COOLIDGE  ......        „  „  „ 

ARKMAN      .......        „  Jt 

Paige   Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

JELLS       „   „  „  „  „ 

RHEN       ...     <     ....        f|  „  „ 

olman   Past  Grand  Warden. 

L.  Wales   „       „  „ 

™*«   t* 

to*ni   »  „ 

V.  Baker   „  „  „ 

%  Gardner   „  „  „ 

T.  Davis   „  „  „ 

Jutton   „  „  „ 

Hutchinson     ,    ....  „  „  „ 

toHT   „  „ 

JRN'TON  ......... 

Marshall  „       ,,  „ 

Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  two 
>raver  by  the  4 i rand  Chaplain, 
of  the  last  Communication  was  read. 
tr  Charters  were  presented  by  Ionic  Lodge, 
ntington,  Huntington ;  Robert  Lash,  Chelsea ; 
C-  Dame,  Georgetown ;  all  of  which  having 
Lst  year  under  Dispensations,  were  referred  to 
s  William  D.  Coolidge,  Winslow  Lewis,  and 
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William  Sutton,  who  subsequently  offered  the  following  Re- 
ports, which  were  adopted  :  — 

IONIC  LODGE. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ionic 
Lodge,  of  Taunton,  have  carefully  examined  the  By-Laws,  which 
are  very  concise  and  excellent,  and  the  Report  of  the  doings  of  the 
Lodge  while  under  Dispensation.  Both  evince  a  knowledge  of 
masonic  rules,  and  we  feel  convinced  that  a  Charter  issued  to 
these  brethren  will  promote  their  own  happiness  and  the  honor  of 
the  Craft ;  and  therefore,  with  great  confidence,  recommend  that 
a  Charter  be  issued  as  prayed  for. 

William  D.  Coolidge. 
William  Sutton. 
Win  slow  Lewis. 

huntington  lodge. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Hunting- 
ton Lodge,  of  Huntington,  have'  examined'  their  Records  while 
under  Dispensation,  and  the  By-Laws  under  which  they  propose 
to  organize. 

The  committee  cannot  forbear  to  caution  these  brethren  to  un-  • 
usual  care  in  the  selection  of  those  whom  they  admit ;  and 
although  they  are  remote  from  those  of  their,  more  experienced 
brethren,  this  is  the  greater  reason  for  care  and  prudence  in  all 
their  relations  with  the  parent  institution.  The  careful  guidance  of 
the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  the  assistance  of  brethren 
in  that  section  is  promised  to  aid  them  in  their  new  endeavor. 
The  committee  recommen*d  that  a  Charter  be  issued  to  them. 

Winslow  Lewis. 
William  D.  Coolidge. 
William  Sutton. 
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:ee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  Robert 
1  Chelsea,  have  examined  the  By-Laws  and  Records 
dispensation*  Thev  evince  a  due  knowledge  of 
sod  usage*  and  may  they  long  continue  in  full 
irotherly  friendship,  and  honor  yet  more  the  hon- 
r  bear. 

ttee  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  issued  to  them. 

William  D.  Coolidgb. 
William  Sutton. 
Winslow  Lewis. 

C  If  Alii  KS  r,   PA  ME  LODGE. 

tee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  Charles 
Ige,  of  Georgetown,  have  examined  with  much 
ecords  of  their  doings  during  Dispensation.  They 
kept  and  in  accordance  with  masonic  usage.  The 
,lso  approved*  Surrounded  as  they  are  by  friends, 
Lored  name,  and  possessing  the  true  spirit  of  broth- 
kindness,  happiness  to  themselves  and  honor  to  the 
J  be  promoted  by  granting  their  petition  for  a 

William  D.  Coolidge. 
William  Sutton. 
Winslow  Lewis. 

dings  of  North  Star  Lodge,  in  the  case  of  Br. 
kman,  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  vs.  Br.  Henry 
d  of  Middlesex  Lod^c  V8.  Br.  John  Goodwin, 
*1  and  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  Rufus  S. 
uu  K.  Giiy,  and  Henry  C.  Skinner,  who  subse- 
I  the  following  Report  ?  which  was  adopted  :  - — 
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WARREN  BLACKMAN. 

The  committee  . to  whom  was  referred  the  doings  of  Norih¥ 
Lodge,  of  Ashland,  in  the  trial  of  Br.  Warren  Blackmail* 
habitual  drunkenness,  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  respecifi 
report,  — 

That  they  find  the  report  of  their  doings  iletii-icnt,  aod  therel 
recommend  their  proceedings  be  referred  back  to  them  for  a  fu 
report. 

R.  S.  Pope, 
Jonathan  II.  Gai 
Henry  C.  Sk&M 

HENRY  N.  CARTER, 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  action  of  Mi 
Moriah  Lodge,  Westfield,  in  the  case  of  Henry  N.  Carter,  1 
examined  a  certified  copy  of  the  proceedings,  and  find  them 
rect,  the  charges  fully  sustained,  and  recommend  that  ,the  do 
of  the  Lodge  be  confirmed  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

R.  S.  Pope. 
Jonathan  R.  Ga 
Henry  C.  Skinni 

JOHN  GOODWIN. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  action  of  Middl 
Lodge,  Framingham,  have  attended  to  their  duty,  and  beg  lea1 
report  that  they  find  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Br.  ■ 
Goodwin  correct,  the  charges  amply  sustained,  and  rernnu 
that  the  action  of  the  Lodge  in  the  premises  be  confirmed  ht 
Grand  Lodge. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  S.  Pope. 
Jonathan  R.  Gj 
Henri  C.  Skins 
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in  Gorham  wm  recognized  as  proxy  for  Mount 
and  Br.  T.  H.  Shepherdson  for  Excelsior 
\  \\\  S.  iJatitbrth  for  Plymouth  Lodge. 
£.  M.  P.  Wells  submitted  a  Report  from  the 
minted  to  prepare  a  new  form  of  Burial  Ser- 
is  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  Pro- 
le  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  consideration  of  the 

ixcd  by  the  Constitutions  for  the  election  of 
X  arrived,  the  Grand  Master  ordered  a  return 
Vom  which  it  appeared  that  the  whole  number 
might  legally  be  cast  was  four  hundred  and 
Jnuul  Master  then  resigned  his  chair  to  R.W. 
Hunter  Willi  tun  D.  Coolidge,  who  appointed 
Iliam  S.  Gardner,  W.  Br.  Charles  H.  Titus, 
.  William  \V  i  iaker  a  committee  to  collect  the 
id  Muster.  This  committee  having  attended  to 
eir  appointments  reported  the  whole  number  of 
s  three  hundred  and  ninety-three,  of  which  three 
sixty  were  for  M.W.  Br.  Charles  C.  Dame  for 
r  fur  the  ensuing  year.  The  Grand  Master 
i  formally  introduced,  signified  his  acceptance 
and  resumed  the  chair.  The  elections  then 
li  the  following  results  :  — 

\  Salmon,  Lowell  ....  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

.  Tabek,  Fiurbnvn    .    .    .  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

lellan,  Boston   Grand  Treasurer. 

ms  ton  ,  Boston  .    .    .   .   .  Recording  Grand  Secretary 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 
Sutton,  R.W.  Serbno  D.  Nickebson,  Br.  Percival  L. 
R,W.  John  T.  Heard,  R.W.  Winslow  Lewis. 
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AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 
R.W.  Sebeno  D.  Nickerson,  R.W.  Saioxvl  F,  Omy»,  R.W,  Wilu 

D.  COOLIDGE. 

The  Grand  Lodge  then  resumed  its  regular  business,  wb 
the  Committee  on  Amendments  of  the  Constitutions  »t 
mitted  the  following  Report,  which  was  adopted* 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  ' 
John's  Lodge,  and  certain  proposed  Ami  tiriimnjt*  to  tin  (.'om 
tutions,  respectfully  report,  — 

That  they  are  in  possession  of  informal  ion  that  the  Lodges 
New  Brunswick  have  united  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  regti 
Grand  Lodge  in  that  province,  and  Unit  a  rei^n W  reco^uil 
has  already  been  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Engla 
If  a  Grand  Lodge  should  be  regularly  formed,  as  your  commit 
hope  will  be  the  result  of  pending  rn  ^tialious,  the  raatU'l 
complaint  set  forth  in  the  petition  referred  to  your  commit 
will  be  at  rest,  they  believe,  forever.  In  view  of  this  autu-ipai 
pleasant  conclusion,  and  at  the  request  of  the  petitioners,  y 
committee  would  report  that  St.  John's  Lodge  have  leave  to  wi 
draw. 

Without  burdening  this  Report  with  arguments  which  f 
committee  believe  had  better  be  stated  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  tl 
recommend  that  Section  5,  Article  S,  Part  IV.,  should  not 
amended  as  proposed.  They  also  recommend  that  Part  I 
Article  3,  of  the  Constitutions,  be  amended  by  adding  to  Seel 
2  the  following  words:  "Any  candidate  residing  within  i 
State  whose  application  has  been  rejected,  who  shall  he  it 
ated  in  any  other  Lodge,  without  the  recommendation  afi 
said,  shall  be  deemed  a  clandestine  Mason,  and  shall  not 
allowed  to  visit  any  Lodge  within  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  C 
is  hereby  forbidden  to  hold  masonic  intercourse  with  him." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  S*  Garpn* 
Charles  L.  Woodbi 
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PfCORPO RATING  LODGES, 
the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  incorpora- 
te! upon  the  table  at  the  last  Quarterly  Com- 
i  taken  up,  and  the  recommendation  of  the 
dopted,  amending  Section  5,  Part  V.  of  the 
s  recorded  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  last 

nry  Chickering,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  to 
red  the  suspension  of  Br.  R.  B.  Dean,  W. 
shire  Lodge,  submitted  a  full  report  of  the 
he  case,  which  having  been  read,  it  was 
ed  that  said  Dean  is  guilty  of  the  unma- 
ith  which  he  stands  charged  by  his  Lodge, 
nt  was  then,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  expelled 
its  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry, 
tion  from  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  complain- 
ion  by  Carroll  Lodge,  at  Freedom,  N.H.,  of 
;  within  the  jurisdiction  of  King  Solomon's 
rred  to  W.  Br.  C.  Prescott  Goss,  R.W.  Br. 
liall,  and  W.  Br.  J.  A.  Stearns. 
Vumittee  of  Charity  submitted  the  following 
as  adopted :  — 

■ominhtce  of  Charity  of  the  Grand  Lodge  re- 

received  the  past  year,  by  vote  of  the  Grand 
5 rand  Treasurer,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dol- 
a  balance  of  $5.44  on  hand  at  last  report,  have 

charity. 

Chables  W.  Moore. 

no  further  business,  the  Grand  Lodge  was 

Form  at  six  o'clock. 
16 
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STATED  COMMUNICATION. 

December  27,  A.L.  5867. 

A  Stated  Communication  of  thr  M.  W\  (in  \m>  L 
or  Massachusetts  was  held  at  New  Masonic  Te: 
Boston,  on  Friday,  December  27,  A.L,  5867,  for  th 
stallation  of  its  Officers. 

Present. 

R.W.  Newbll  A.  Thompson  .   :  .    .    .  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  Henry  Mdlliken   Junior  Grand  Wanton. 

R.W.  John  McClellan   lii-mr]  Treasurer. 

R.W.  Charles  W.  Moore   Recording  Grand  Secrets; 

R.W.  Charles  L.  Woodbury  * .   .   .    ,  Corresponding  Grand  Sec 

W.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmun   Grand  Chaplain. 

W.  William  D.  Stratton   Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Edward  Stearns,  i 

W.  Henry  P.  Perkins,  >   Grand  Steward*, 

W.  Arthur  Cheney,  ) 

W.  Ivory  H.  Pope   Grand  Lecturer. 

Br.  John  B.  Rhodes   Grand  Organist. 

Br.  Eben  F.  Gay   Grand  Tyler. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

R.W.  James  A.  Fox   Dfefc  ft 

R.W.  Cephas  Bbigham   Dism  I 

R.W.  Henry  Endicott  .    .   ,    .   .  District  1 

R.W.  George  H.  Peirson   District  I 

R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop  .   District 

R.W.  Charles  Kimball  .......  District  i 

R.W.  Ithamar  F.  Conkey   Bisi  i 

R.W.  Henry  Chickering   .   .  District  1 

R.W.  David  W.  Crafts   .  ,  District ! 

R.W.  A.  A.  Burditt   District  1 

R.W.  George  H.  Taber  ............  District ! 

R.W.  Z.  L.  Bicknell   District  I 
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Permanent  Members. 


CdllMIKiE 

Train  . 
.  Wlt0BE 
riCKERSON 

Baker  . 
Gardner 
rrojr  .  . 

NTQS   ,  . 


Past  Grand  Master. 

tt  tt  tt 

Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
tt      tt         ft  it 
>»      tt         tt  tt 

Past  Grand  Warden. 


Lodge  was  opened  in  Due  Form  at  seven 
rayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  W.  John  W. 


Deputy  Grand  Master  announced  that  the 
i  Communication  was  the  Installation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  appointed  R.W.  Brothers 
ij  Marshall  P*  Wilder,  William  S.  Gardner, 
1,  and  Charles  R.  Train  to  introduce  M.W. 
)ame,  Grand  Master  elect,  for  Installation. 
Mty  Grand  Master  resigned  the  Chair  to  Past 
Coolidge*  The  Grand  Master  elect  was  then 
[  installed  into  his  office,  and  saluted  by  the 
3  and  Ancient  Form. 

3rand  Master  installed  the  elected  Officers  as 


Salmon,  Lowell  .  .   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Tader,  Faifuaven  .  ,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

el lan(  Boston  .    .  .    Grand  Treasurer. 

:!.mun,  lit* ton  .    .  *   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Master  then  made  the  following  ap- 


MoOKE,  BOS  I  OR  . 

Woodbury,  Boston 


Deputy  Grand  Master. 
Cor.  Grand  Secretary. 
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Grand  Chaplains. 

Grand  Marshal. 
Grand  Sword-Bearer. 
Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Grand  Stewards. 

Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
Grand  Pursuivants. 

Grand  Lecturers. 

Grand  Organist 
Grand  Chorister. 
Grand  Tyler. 

Dibtbict  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


R.W.  James  A.  Fox,  Boston   District  No.  1. 

R. W.  Tracy  P  Cheever,  Chelsea   District  No.  2. 

R.  W.  Cephas  Brigham,  vAuhurndale   District  No.  8. 

R.W.  Henry  Endicott,  Cambridgeport ....  District  No.  4. 

R.W.  George  H.  Peirson,  Salem   District  No.  5. 

R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop,  Lawrence   District  No.  6. 

R.W.  Charlb8  Kimball,  Lowell   District  No.  7. 

R.W.  Ithamar  F.  Conkey,  Amherst   District  No.  8. 

R.W.  Henry  Chickering,  Pittsfield   District  No.  9. 

R.W.  Datid  W.  Crafts,  Northampton  ....  District  No.  10. 

R.W.  A.  A.  Burditt,  Clinton   District  No.  11. 

R.W.  Henry  C.  Skinner,  Milford   District  No.  12. 

R.W.  J.  Mason  Everett,  Canton   District  No.  13. 

R.W.  Robert  C.  Brown,  Fall  River   District  No.  14. 

R.W.  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr.,  Dennis  Port  .   .   .  District  No.  15. 

R.W.  Z.  L.  Bicknell,  Weymouth   District  No.  16. 


R.W.  George  H.  Kendall,  Deputy  for  Chili,  S.A. 

R.W.  J.  B.  Eames,  Special  Deputy  for  China. 

R.W.  Richard  H.  Hartley,  Lima,  Special  Deputy  for  Peru. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY: 

R.W.  Winblow  Lewis,  R.W.  Charles  W.  Moore,  R.W.  William  S. 

Gardner. 


W.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmuw,  Boston,  ) 
W.  Rev.  John  P.  Robinson,  Boston,  > 

W.  William  D.  Stratton,  Melrose  

W.  Arthur  Cheney,  Boston  

W.  Warren  Fisher,  Jr.,  Boston  

#W.  Benjamin  Lewis,  Worcester  

W.  Edward  Stearns,  Boston, 
W.  Henry  P.  Perkins,  Lowell, 
W.  Josiah  A.  Stearns,  Boston, 
W.  E.  W.  Burr,  Hingham, 
W.  Moses  H.  Fowler,  Newburyport     .   .   .  . 
W.  Charles  J.  F.  Sherman,  Boston, ) 
W.  William  Wright,  Cambridge,  f 
W.  E.  D.  Bancroft,  South  Groton,  \ 
W.  L.  H.  Gamwell,  Pittsfield,        i    .   .   .  . 
W>.  Ivory  H.  Pope,  Boston,  ) 

Br.  Howard  M.  Dow,  Boston  

Br.  C.  C.  Wentworth,  Boston  

Br.  Eben  F.  Gay,  Boston  
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COMMITTEE  ON  CHARITY: 

Charles  W.  Moore,  W.  Marlborough  Williams,  R.W.  E.  M. 
P.  Wells. 

5  M.W.  Grand  Master  installed  the  R.W.  Deputy 
I  Master  and  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters ;  and 
deputy  Grand  Master  installed  the  remainder  of  the 
ited  Officers ;  and  the  Grand  Marshall  made*  the  cus- 
y  proclamation. 

3  Grand  Master  delivered  his  — 

ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

have  again  come  together  in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of 
wn  Constitutions,  and  in  adherence  to  a  time-consecrated 
l  of  our  ancient  brethren.  Grand  Lodges,  in  the  sense  in 
the  words  are  now  understood,  are  of  comparatively  mod- 
stitution.  They  derive  the  idea  of  their  existence,  and  are 
ritimate  successors  (though  differing  widely  in  their  organi- 
),  of  that  class  of  Masonic  Bodies  known  in  early  times 
;  our  English  Brethren,  as  "  General  Assemblies ; "  the 
•  which,  if  we  may  credit  our  own  traditional  history,  and 
idence  of  such  testimony  as  has  come  down  to  us  bearing 
ae-marks  of  authenticity,  was  held,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  under  a  "  free  charter,"  purchased  of  the  crown, 
ng  the  brethren  of  that  day,  for  the  first  time,  with  the 
m  of  self-government,  or,  in  the  words  of  the  instrument 
"  with  a  power  and  freedom  to  regulate  themselves,  and  to 
,  what  might  happen  to  be  amiss."  It  was  at  this  assembly, 
n  the  27th  of  December  in  the  year  926,  that  those  old 
is  and  quaint  regulations,  which  we  are  taught  to  revere  as 
ying,  in  spirit  at  least,  those  essential,  ethical,  and  judicial 
itH,  which  constitute  the  "  unalterable  laws  of  Masonry," 
irst  collated  and  subsequently  adopted  as  the  basis  of  our 
i  of  Ancient  Constitutions." 
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The  logical,  and  indeed  the  only  inference  to  be  drawn  from 
the  terms  of  the  "  free  charter  "  purchased  of  King  Athalstan,  is, 
that  anterior  to  that  purchase,  the  government  of  the  Fraternity, 
in  England  at  least,  was  wholly  and  exclusively  vested  in  the 
crown.  The  brethren  possessed  no  "  freedom  to  regulate  them- 
selves," and  no  power  to  "  amend  what  might  happen  amiss." 
The  king  was  not  only  their  Grand  Master,  but  they  were  as 
much  under  his  control  and  dictatorship,  as  their  ancestors  were 
to  the  power  of  Caesar,  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  history  of  their 
island.  Nor  was  England  an  exception  in  this  respect.  We  are 
told  by  high  authority,  that  at  a  much  later  date,  Freemasonry 
received  the  special  sanction  and  patronage  of  the  kings  of  Scot* 
land,  "  who,"  says  our  author,  "  appear  to  have  exercised  from  a 
very  early  period,  the  privilege  of  nominating  the  office-bearers  of 
the  Fraternity,  and  occasionally  of  presiding  over  them  in  person." 
From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  brethren  had  no  voice  at  all  in 
the  selection  of  their  officers,  —  that  all,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  king  And,  regarding  him  as 
their  Grand  Master,  the  practice  was  in  exact  agreement  with 
that  which  prevails  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  at  the  present 
day,  where  the  Grand  Master  alone  is  chosen  by  the  brethren,  he 
appointing  the  remaining  officers,  with  a  single  exception.  This 
is  true  also  of  the  subordinate  Lodges,  the  Masters  of  which 
appoint  their  Wardens  and  other  office-bearers,  with  the  exception 
already  intimated.  The  Scottish  rule  was  so  far  modified  in  the 
time  of  James  I.  (1406),  as  that  the  brethren  were  allowed  to 
choose  their  own  Grand  Master,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
crown.  It  was  made  a  condition,  however,  that  he  should  be 
"  nobly  born,  or  a  clergyman  of  high  rank  and  character."  When 
so  chosen,  he  was  vested  with  powers  equal  to  those  exercised  by 
his  royal  predecessors ;  and,  in  the  words  of  the  record,  it  was 
made  his  duty  "  to  adjust  any  and  all  difficulties  that  might  arise 
between  the  members  of  the  Craft,  and  to  regulate  all  such  affairs, 
connected  with  the  Fraternity,  as  it  might  be  improper  to  bring 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  Courts  of  Law."    As  Grand  Master, 
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was  supreme  and  autocratic.  There  was  no  denying  his 
thority,  and  no  appeal  from  his  decision.  He  might  say,  as 
>uis  XIV.  said  of  the  State,  and  with  perhaps  greater  truth,  "  I 
1  the  Grand  Lodge." 

In  the  following  reign  of  James  II.,  another  change  in  the 
ganization  of  the  Fraternity  in  Scotland  took  place,  and  the 
rand  Mastership  was  confirmed  by  the  crown  to  William  St. 
air,  Earl  of  Orkney  and  Caithness,  and  Baron  of  Roslin,  in 
lose  heirs  and  successors  the  office  finally  became  hereditary, 
this  condition  it  continued  until  1736,  when  the  privilege  of 
Kiting  their  Grand  Master  was  vested  in  the  brethren  at  large, 

the  resignation  of  Sir  William  St.  Clair,  "  the  last  Roslin," 
u  every  title  to  that  office  which  he  then  possessed,  or  which 
9  successors  might  claim,  either  under  the  grants  of  the  Scottish 
ings,  or  from  the  kindness  of  the  Fraternity."  This  gave  free- 
in  and  independence  to  the  Order  in  Scotland  ;  and  on  the  30th 

November  following,  being  St.  Andrew's  day,  the  preseQt 
rand  Lodge '  was  organized  as  a  supreme  and  independent 
asonic  power,  with  Sir  William  St.  Clair  as  its  Grand  Master 
r  election. 

In  England,  the  Fraternity  continued  under  the  precarious  and 
tcertain  government  of  the  u  General  Assemblies,"  —  which 
»pear  to  have  been  a  kind  of  "  mass  meeting,"  or  general  u  gath- 
ing  of  tlie  clans," — until  the  year  1717,  when  the  present 
rand  Lodge  was  organized,  and  the  Fraternity,  not  only  in 
□gland,  but  throughout  the  world,  were  brought  under  the 
•ntrol  of  more  definite  laws,  and  systematic  government. 
Such,  very  briefly,  was  the  origin  of  that  class  of  masonic 
ganizations,  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive,  known  as  Grand 
Ddges.  At  their  head,  first  in  years  and  first  in  our  love, 
ands  our  venerable  mother,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  She 
is  continued  without  intermission  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
lars,  to  hold  her  quarterly  and  annual  sessions ;  and  it  is  in 
tedience  to  her  example,  and  to  her  injunction,  that  we,  breth- 
n,  have  come  up  to-night  from  the  various  pursuits  of  life, 
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that  we  may  here,  around  the  altar  of  our  common  hopes,  onr 
fraternal  ties  and  sympathies,  present  our  offering  of  gratitude 
to  Him  whom  we  acknowledge  to  be  the  source  of  our  dearest 
mercies  and  distinguished  privileges ;  to  thank  Him  for  his 
gracious  protection  through  more  than  four  generations  of  men, 
and  for  the  abundant  blessings  with  which  he  has  crowned  our. 
labors,  and  established  our  prosperity. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

The  duties  of  your  Grand  Master  for  the  past  year,  have  been 
more  than  usually  laborious,  and  more  than  ordinarily  diversified 
and  responsible,  demanding  not  only  his  best  energies,  but  his 
constant  care  and  personal  attention.  Many  of  them  are  of  such 
a  character  that  any  more  particular  reference  to  them  might  be 
out  of  place  in  an  address  of  this  kind.  I  shall,  therefore, 
trouble  you  no  further  with  details  than  may  be  necessary  for 
your  information,  in  relation  to  those  business  matters  which 
more  properly  appertain  to  my  official  position. 

Jan.  2.  Constituted  Adams  Lodge  at  Wellfleet,  and  installed  its  officers. 
The  installation  was  public,  and  an  address  was  delivered  by  the  W.  Grand 
Chaplain. 

Jan.  8.   Visited  Columbian  Lodge,  Boston,  and  installed  its  officers. 

Jan.  8.  Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  James  Utley,  and  twenty-seven 
others,  for  a  new  Lodge  at  Taunton,  by  the  name  of  Ionic  Lodge. 

Jan.  9.  Constituted  Alfred  Baylies  Lodge  at  Taunton,  and  installed  its 
officers. 

Jan.  10.  Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  Eben  W.  Lothrop  and  twenty- 
five  others,  for  a  new  Lodge  at  Chelsea,  by  the  name  of  Robert  Lash  Lodge. 

Jan.  14.   Dedicated  a  New  Masonic  Hall  at  Rockport 

Feb.  15.   Visited  Kilwinning  Lodge,  u.d.,  at  Lowell. 

Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  Stephen  Osgood  and  thirty-seven  others, 
for  a  new  Lodge  at  Georgetown,  by  the  name  of  Charles  C.  Dame  Lodge. 

March  18.  Constituted  Excelsior  Lodge  at  Franklin,  and  installed  its 
officers. 

March  26.  Constituted  Kilwinning  Lodge  at  Lowell,  and  installed  its 
officers. 

Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  George  Bartlett  and  thirty-one  others,  for 
a  new  Lodge  at  Lowell,  by  the  name  of  William  North  Lodge. 
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ed  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  George  B.  Cogswell  and  twenty-eight 
t  a  new  Lodge  at  North  Easton,  by  the  name  of  Paul  Dean  Lodge. 

15.  Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  John  W.  Dadmun  and  thirty- 
ps,  for  a  new  Lodge  at  Boston,  by  the  name  of  Zetland  Lodge. 

23.  Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  Ambrose  Webster  and  seventeen 
>r  a  new  Lodge  at  Waltham,  by  the  name  of  Isaac  Parker  Lodge. 

24.  Dedicated  a  new  and  elegant  Masonic  Hall  at  Melrose. 

18.  Constituted  Eliot  Lodge  at  West  Roxbury,  and  installed  its 

8.  Constituted  Oriental  Lodge  at  Edgartown,  and  installed  its 
also  dedicated  their  New  Masonic  Hall. 

16.  Constituted  Siloam  Lodge  at  Weatboro',  and  installed  its 
also  dedicated  their  New  Masonic  Hall. 

8.  Laid,  with  masonic  ceremonies,  the  corner-stone  of  a  New 
Building  at  Beverly. 

28.   Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  George  S.  Clarke  and  seventeen 
>r  a  new  Lodge  at  East  Hampton,  by  the  name  of  Ionic  Lodge. 
6.   Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  Lyman  B.  Collins,  and  fifteen 
»r  a  new  Lodge  at  Southboro',  byhe  name  of  St.  Bernard  Lodge. 
12.   Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  George  H.  Folger  and  twenty- 
b,  for  a  new  Lodge  at  Cambridge,  by  the  name  of  Mizpah  Lodge. 
80.    Visited  Charles  C.  Dame  Lodge,  u.d.,  at  Georgetown. 
.   Constituted  William  Sutton  Lodge  at  Saugus,  and  installed  its 
also  dedicated  their  New  Masonic  Hall. 

€ 

5.   Installed  the  officers  of  Revere  Lodge,  Boston. 

16.   Visited  Jordan  Lodge  at  South  Danvers,  and  installed  its 

L8.    Constituted  Ionic  Lodge  at  Taunton,  and  installed  its  officers. 

19.  Visited  The  Lodge  of  Eleusis  at  Boston,  and  installed  its 

21.  Constituted  Huntington  Lodge  at  Huntington,  and  installed 
■s. 

23.   Constituted  Robert  Lash  Lodge  at  Chelsea,  and  installed  its 

26.  Constituted  Charles  C.  Dame  Lodge  at  Georgetown,  and  in- 
i  officers ;  also  dedicated  their  New  Masonic  Hall. 

ddition  to  the  above,  and  as  constituting  one  of  the  most 
snt  and  interesting  events  of  the  year  is  the 

DEDICATION  OF  THE  NEW  MASONIC  TEMPLE. 

,  as  you  are  all  aware,  took  place  appropriately  on  the  24th 
s,  the  anniversary  of  St.  John  the  Baptist.    In  numbers 
gantry,  the  occasion  was  probably  never  equalled  by  any 
17 
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masonic  exhibition  in  the  world.  The  business  of  the  city  was 
generally  suspended,  and  our  citizens  all  seemed  to  unite  in  doing 
honor  to  the  day  and  the  Craft.  The  Grand  Lodge  is  under 
special  obligations  to  his  honor  the  Mayor,  and  the  City  Govern- 
ment, for  their  ready  and  efficient  services  in  contributing  to  the 
success  and  dignity  of  the  occasion.  The  Grand  Lodge  was  hno- 
ored  by  the  attendance  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
several  members  of  his  Cabinet,  the  representatives  of  the  neigh- 
boring Grand  Lodges,  and  by  more  than  twelve  thousand  breth- 
ren, all  of  whom,  formed  in  procession,  marched  through  the 
principal  streets  of  our  city,  presenting  a  display  of  strength  and 
of  character  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  Order. 

THB  TEMPLE  AND  ITS  C08T. 

The  singular  architectural  proprieties  of  the  building,  its 
elaborate  finish,  and  the  beauty  of  its  embellishments,  elicited  the 
universal  admiration  and  praise  of  the  vast  multitudes  which  the 
occasion  had  called  together  to  witness  the  ceremony  of  its  dedi- 
cation. And,  I  may  add,  that  the  unanimous  testimony  of  gen- 
tlemen of  taste  and  culture  now  is,  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  classical  specimens  of  architectural  skill  in  the 
country.  At  least  thirty  thousand  persons  have  visited  it  since  it 
was  first  thrown  open  to  public  inspection  ;  and  it  is  not  known 
to  me  that  any  other  individual-judgment  has  been  passed  upon 
it,  either  in  its  details,  or  as  a  whole,  -than  that  of  unqualified 
approbation.  It  is  an  honor  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of 
Massachusetts  and  an  ornament  to  our  city. 

The  Auditing  Committee,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  made  a  full  and  detailed  statement,  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  whole  cost  of  the  Temple,  including  interest  and  insur- 
ance, is  $418,532.03,  and  the  cost  of  the  furniture,  including 
the  organ,  is  $35,000,  making  a  total  c*st  of  $453,532.03. 
The  whole  liabilities  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  $473,241.02. 
The  amount  in  the  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  debt 
is  $24,997,  which,  together  with $4 2, 000  in  bonds  on  hand  unsold, 
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,530.73,  in  cash  on  hand,  makes  $73,527.73,  to  be  applied 
iquidation.  This  leaves  the  net  liabilities  $399,713.29. 
*e  has  been  received  for  admission  to  the  Temple,  $6,503.35. 
aount  received  from  the  D.D.G.  Masters,  is  $37,278. 
is  not  uncommon  in  undertakings  of  such  magnitude,  the 
*  the  building  has  been  largely  in  excess  of  the  original 
:es.  It  was  supposed  that  it  could  be  put  up  and  finished 
m  not  exceeding  $250,000  ;  and  had  the  original  plan  been 
i  to,  the  actual  cost  would  probably  have  not  much  ex- 
"  that  amount.  Other  counsels,  however,  prevailed ;  the 
yf  the  building  were  raised,  its  internal  structure  was 
d,  a  much  larger  portion  than  was  originally  intended, 
up  to  masonic  purposes,  and  its  cost  correspondingly  in- 
l.  I  do  not  presume  to  say  that  this  was  not  all  wisely 
tut  simply  refer  to  it  as  the  cause  of  the  extraordinary 
iry  obligations  under  which  we  are  now  laboring,  and 
have  given  rise  to  the  necessity  of  a 

CAPITATION  TAX. 

ke  occasion  here  to  say,  that  a  great  deal  of  unprofitable 
authorized  discussion  has  been  indulged  in  with  reference 
tax,  the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  prejudice  the  peace,  the 
ion,  and  the  business-credit  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The 
ls  fairly,  masonically,  and  lawfully  laid.  It  was  the  unan- 
act  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  a  regular  and  legal  meeting, 
rand  Lodge  and  the  whole  Fraternity  were  bound  by  it. 

not  any  preference  of  mine,  nor  was  it,  so  far  as  I  know, 
dice  of  the  Board  of  Directors.    It  was  the  result  of  the 

deliberations  of  a  wise  and  intelligent  Committee.  It  was 
id  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  to 

the  pledged  faith  and  honor  of  the  whole  Fraternity, —  of 
jodge,  and  every  individual  member  of  a  Lodge,  in  this 
m wealth.  Necessity  demanded  it,  the  Grand  Lodge  or- 
it,  and  the  result  has  demonstrated  its  wisdom. 
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It  was  not  an  extraordinary  measure ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
in  accordance  with  a  practice  as  ancient,  and  almost  as  common 
as  Grand  Lodges  themselves.  With  some  few  exceptions,  every 
Grand  Lodge  in  this  country  assesses  and  demands  the  payment 
of  a  capitation  tax,  by  every  member  on  the  rolls  of  the  Lodges 
under  its  jurisdiction.  And  it  has  been  a  problem  which  our 
sister  Grand  Lodges  have  failed  to  solve,  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts  has  been  able,  for  almost  a  century  and  a 
half,  to  maintain  itself  without  such  a  tax.  Strict  economy, 
amounting  almost  to  penuriousness,  gives  the  answer. 

I  have  been  asked  how  the  tax  is  to  be  collected  of  recusant 
brethren  or  Lodges,  should  there  unfortunately  be  found  any  of 
either  description  within  the  jurisdiction  so  forgetful  of  their 
allegiance  and  duty  as  to  withhold  its  payment.  For  the  infor- 
mation of  such,  and  as  the  rule  of  my  own  conduct  in  such  cases, 
should  any  arise,  I  answer,  — 

First,  In  relation  to  Lodges : 

As  the  Grand  Lodge  has  "  ordered  and  decreed  "  "  that  the 
sum  of  one  dollar,  as  Grand  Lodge  dues,  shall  be  paid  on  the  first 
day  of  September,  annually,  for  the  term  of  thirteen  years,  by 
every  affiliated  Mason  under  our  jurisdiction,"  and  that u  said  sum 
shall  be  collected  by  the  Lodges  of  their  members,  and  paid  to  the 
District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  at  their  annual  visits,"  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  each  Lodge4  to  return,  annually,  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
one  dollar  for  each  and  every  member  borne  upon  its  rolls,  on 
the  first  day  of  September  of  each  year. 

If  any  Lodge  wilfully  refuses  to  do  this,  it  will  become  my 
duty,  while  occupying  my  present  position,  to  enforce  obedience 
to  the  order,  and,  under  the  Constitution,  to  submit  my  doings  to 
the. Grand  Lodge,  at  the  proper  time. 

Second,  In  relation  to  individuals  who  may  decline  to  pay  the 
one  dollar  annually : 

The  collection  of  this  tax  is  a  matter  wholly  between  the 
Lodges  and  their  members.  The  Grand  Lodge  will  hold  each 
Lodge  to  account  to  it  for  the  whole  number  of  its  members, 
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lly,  unless  satisfactory  reasons  are  shown  to  the  contrary ; 
ly  member  who  refuses  to  meet  the  requirements  of  his 
in  relation  to  this  tax,  should  be  immediately  reported 
Grand  Lodge  for  discipline. 

ct  happy  to  say  that  all  the  Lodges  under  our  jurisdiction, 
o,  have  made  their  returns,  and  that  there  are  but  a  few 
lual  members  who  have  not  met  this  tax,  and  those  indi- 
8  will  receive  such  special  attentions  as  the  circumstances 
d.  The  two  Lodges  referred  to  are  Evening  Star  Lodge, 
5,  and  Cincinnatus  Lodge,  at  Great  Harrington,  both  in 
inth  Masonic  District.  These  two  Lodges  will  receive 
rly  attention  and  action.  Several  Lodges  have  commuted 
ix  for  the  whole  time,  by  paying  ten  dollars  for  each  of 
imbers,  and  many  individual  members  of  other  Lodges 
lone  the  same. 

>re  leaving  this  subject,  I  desire  to  recur  to  the  suggestion 
tted  by  me  in  my  last  Annual  Address,  "  that  each  initiate, 
fcer,  be  required  to  pay  directly  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  through 
•easurer  of  the  Lodge  in  which  he  is  initiated,  the  sum 
5  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the 

Lodge,  or  added  to  the  sinking  fund  for  that  purpose." 
would  not  interfere  with  the  funds  of  the  Lodge,  nor  sub- 
lem  to  any  other  inconvenience  than  that  of  collecting  and 
lly  paying  over  the  sum  so  received.  Nor  do  I  believe 
t  would  deprive  any  Lodge  of  a  single  desirable  candi- 

If,  however,  it  should  in  any  case  do  so,  even  then,  in  my 
ent,  the  Lodge  would  be  the  gainer  thereby.  It  cannot, 
,  be  regarded  as  an  unreasonable  requirement,  that  those 
ire  coming  into  the  joint  possession  and  benefits  of  this 
>le  property,  should  contribute  so  small  a  sum  in  liquidation 
present  embarrassments.  The  debt  on  the  building  must  be 
md  the  sooner  this  is  done,  the  sooner  will  the  Lodges 
to  realize  the  income  and  benefits  arising  from  it,  either 

discharge  of  their  annual  payments  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
he  acquisition  of  increased  means  to  meet  their  charitable 
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disbursements.  I  submit  the  matter  to  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  the  Lodges,  to  be  disposed  of  as  their  wisdom  may  direct. 

UNAUTHORIZED  PUBLICATIONS. 

I  have  noticed,  during  the  past  year,  in  the  secular  papers,  and 
other  publications  of  the  city,  unauthorized  statements,  and 
frequently  scandalous  reflections  on  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  and  its  officers ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
reputation  and  business  credit  of  this  Body  have  been  materially 
affected  and  embarrassed  in  the  community  by  them.  I  have, 
heretofore,  refrained  from  taking  official  notice  of  them,  in  the 
hope  that  an  awakened  sense  of  duty  and  obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  authors,  who  are  Masons,  would  correct  the  evil.  Should 
it,  however,  unfortunately  continue,  I  shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  interpose  such  authority  as  1  may  possess. 

OUR  FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  our  beloved  Order  in 
other  countries,  as  at  home,  continues  to  maintain  the  high  and 
commanding  position  to  which  its  principles  and  influence  entitle 
it,  and  that  our  relations  with  all  foreign  Grand  Orients  are  of 
the  most  amicable  and  fraternal  kind. 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  change  has  taken  place  since  our 
last  Annual  Communication,  in  the  condition  of  the  so-called 
Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  that  the  Grand  "Lodge  of  Scot- 
land, to  which  the  recusant  Lodges  comprising  it  owe  allegiance , 
has  taken  any  other  action  on  the.  subject  than  to  decree  the 
suspension  of  their  members  from  the  privileges  of  Masonry. 
Difficulties  of  this  kind  are  always  to  be  regretted,  for  the 
necessary  consequence  of  them  is  not  only  to  disturb  the  peace 
of  the  brethren,  but  to  lower  the  respect  in  which  it  is  desirable 
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■der  should  everywhere  be  held  by  those  who  have  no  other 
of  judging  of  its  character  than  by  its  acts. 

PROPOSED  GRAND  LODGE  OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

sarn  that  measures  have  been  recently  instituted  by  the 
s  in  New  Brunswick,  looking  to  the  establishment  of  an 
ndent  Grand  Lodge  in  that  province  ;  and  that  negotiations 
\  that  end  in  view,  are  now  pending  before  the  Grand 
8  of  England  and  Scotland.  This  I  regard  as  a  step  in  the 
direction,  both  legitimate  and  lawful,  and  I  cannot  doubt 
le  wishes  of  the  petitioners  will  be  favorably  entertained 
parent  Bodies.  It  is  also  to  be  hoped  that  it  may  tend 
iten  an  adjustment  of  the  existing  differences  in  the  neigh- 
;  province.  • 

GRAND  ORIENT  OF  FRANCE. 

ly  in  the  Spring,  I  commissioned  our  beloved  Br.  Marshall 
ilder,  to  represent  this  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Universal 
lie  Convention  to  be  held  at  Paris,  on  the  invitation  of  the 
I  Orient  of  France,  in  the  following  June.  Our  brother,  on 
rival  in  Paris,  presented  his  credentials  to  the  Illustrious 
fllinet,  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient,  and  met  with 
ial  and  fraternal  reception,  and  subsequently  received  those 
ions  which  his  own  personal  worth  and  official  character 
lim  a  right  10  expect.  Having  returned,  I  understand  that 
11,  this  evening,  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  interesting 
ences  in  which  he  participated,  as  your  representative, 
abroad. 

GRAND  ORIENT  OF  PERU. 

ive  recently  received  through  the  distinguished  Grand  Mas- 
the  Grand  Orient  of  Peru,  official  notice  that  our  Special 
y  for  the  Peruvian  Republic,  has  been  duly  recognized  and 
wledged  by  that  Grand  Orient,  and  I  have  the  honor  here- 
o  submit  the  correspondence. 
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[translation.] 

Grand  Orient  of  Peru,  Lima,  . 
Capital  of  the  Republic  of  Peru, 
15  August,  1866. 

To  His  Most  Serene,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Very  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Fraternity  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Massachusetts, 
U.  S.  A.   From  the  Most  Serene  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Pern. 
Illustrious  and  Dearest  Brother,  —  This  day,  in  the  Grand  Orient 
of  this  Republic,  was  read  the  communication  which  you  directed  to  us, 
advising  us  that  it  had  pleased  you  to  name  our  dear  Br.  Richard  H.  Hartley, 
Special  Deputy  from  your  Grand  Lodge  to  this  Republic.  After  having 
completed  the  requisites  of  the  exequator  (authority),  this  brother  was 
recognized  in  the  charge  (capacity)  which  you  had  conferred  upon  him, 
and  introduced  and  saluted  with  all  the  honors  which  are  his  due. 

Given  by  us,  signed  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of.  the  Grand  Orient,  on  the 
day  mentioned  above. 

[Signed]  J.  J.  Mariateoui,  38°,  Grand  Master. 

Mo.  Soli,  Grand  Secretary. 

It  may  be  proper  to  say,  for  the  information  of  members  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  laws  that 
govern  the  different  rites  of  Masonry  in  foreign  countries,  that 
this  appointment  of  a  Deputy,  where  there  was  already  a  Grand 
Lodge  of  a  different  Rite  established,  is  authorized  by  the  fun- 
damental law  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  as  officially  promulgated  by 
the  high  powers  of  that  Rite  at  Paris,  in  1884,  in  the  follow- 
ing words :  — 

"  Each  masonic  power,  regularly  and  legally  constituted,  duly  acknowl- 
edged and  invested  with  the  full  dogmatic  powers  of  a  Kite  for  a  partic- 
ular territory,  possesses  incontestably  and  solely  the  right  of  founding  and 
governing  the  Lodges  of  its  Rite  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  its 
dominion.  But  this  Rite  can  never  give  to  this  power  that  of  excluding, 
of  forbidding,  or  of  hindering  the  masonic  power  of  another  Rite,  even  that 
of  a  foreign  Orient  in  power,  to  grant  the  necessary  charters  for  the  regular 
establishment  of  Lodges  and  Chapters,  or  even  of  a  power  of  the  Rite  in 
the  extent  of  the  same  territory,  to  such  Masons  as  may  solicit  them  in 
a  regular  manner." 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  in  this  connection,  that  oar 
Special  Deputy  for  Peru  was  not  charged  with  any  power  to 
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ablish  Lodges,  as  in  the  case  of  Deputies  of  the  Scottish  Rite, 
t  to  look  after  the  interests  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  its  subor- 
lates,  as  they  at  present  exist  in  that  republic.    Our  Deputy- 
Valparaiso  occupies  the  same  general  relation  to  the  Order 
the  Republic  of  Chili,  and  is  invested  with  corresponding  powers. 
China,  where  we  also  have  a  flourishing  Lodge,  the  case  is 
tnewhat  different,  inasmuch  as  there  are  no  native  Grand  or 
ibordinate  Lodges  in  the  empire.    The  field  is,  therefore,  free 
any  competent  masonic  power  that  may  see  fit  to  occupy  it, 
thout  reference  to  the  question  of  Rites. 

OUR  OWN  JURISDICTION. 

I  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  as  evidence 
the  increasing  prosperity  of  our  Order  throughout  the  Com- 
3n wealth,  that  we  now  have  under  our  jurisdiction  164  Char- 
red Lodges  and  seven  working  under  Dispensation. 
During  the  past  year  there  have  been  2,506  initiates,  being  an 
crease  of  195  over  the  number  of  the  preceding  year.  On  the 
st  of  September  last,  the  total  number  of  members  was  17,160, 
ing  an  increase  of  1,040  over  the  returns  of  last  year. 

QUALIFICATIONS  FOR  ELECTION. 

I  had  intended  to  call  your  attention  at  some  length  to  two 
three  subjects,  more  immediately  affecting  the  business  rela- 
)ns  and  government  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  other  engage- 
ents  have  prevented.  I  cannot,  however,  allow  the  opportu- 
ty  to  pass  by  without  suggesting  for  your  consideration  whether 
me  change  might  not  be  advantageously  made  in  the  pre- 
quisite  qualifications  of  candidates  for  office  in  Grand  Lodge, 
am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  the  experience  of  a  presiding 
aster  of  a  Lodge  can  be  made  available  in  the  performance 
'  the  duties  of  several  of  the  officers  of  whom  such  a  quali- 
&tion  is  now  required  by  the  Constitutions.  The  ablest  and 
ost  intelligent  brethren  are  not  always  the  most  accomplished 
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ritualists  ;  nor  are  they  always  selected  for  Masters  and  Wa 
of  Lodges.  The  Grand  Lodge  needs  their  services,  an< 
influence  of  their  social  position. 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

I  beg,  also,  to  submit  whether  some  change  might  n< 
profitably  made'  in  the  term  of  office  for  which  the  Boa: 
Directors  are  chosen.  Under  the  present  rule  they  are  el 
annually,  and  are  therefore  liable  to  be  removed  annually. 

tire  Board  may  be  changed  at  any  annual  election,  an 
whole  management  of  the  property  of  the  Grand  Lodge  tt 
into  new  and  inexperienced  hands.  The  risk  is  too  great 
jn  ay  be  lessened  by  a  classification  of  the  members  of  the  ] 
into  three  grades,  one  grade  to  pass  out,  and  another  to 
upon  the  duties  for  the  long  term.  It  may  be  thought  expe 
also,  to  repeal  that  provision  of  the  Constitutions  which  re« 
i  he  election  to  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  mattei 
your  hands. 

CONCLUSION. 

And  now,  brethren,  we  close  up  the  business  of  the  past 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  a  new  year.    The  cares  and  res] 

lities  before  us  are  many ;  but  with  united  energies,  ai 
blessing  of  God,  they  will  be  successfully  met  and  overcome 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury 
Address  was  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  Charles  Levi  ^ 
bury,  William  S.  Gardner,  Charles  W.  Moore,  WL 
Lewis,  and  Benjamin  Dean. 

R.W.  Br.  Winslow  Lewis  offered  the  following  resoh 
which  was  adopted  unanimously :  — 

"Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  be  coi 
tendered  to  R.W.  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore,  for  his  long,  fai 
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tergetic,  and  valuable  services  as  Grand  Secretary  to  this  Body, 
i  the  days  of  its  depression  he  was  a  tower  of  strength  in  its 
pport.  As  a  Trustee  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  he,  more  than 
1,  was  the  means  of  effecting  its  sale,  and  by  this  laid  the  foun- 
ition  of  this  fabric  in  which  we  are  now  gathered  in  prosperity, 
record  of  the  devotion  of  thirty-five  years  needs  no  better  eulo- 
um,  and  we  trust  that  he  will  long  be  continued  to  us,  to  give 
us  the  great  influence  of  his  masonic  intelligence  and  ca- 
nity." 

R.W.  Br.  Marshall  P.  Wilder  made  a  very  interesting 
Eitement  of  his  visit  to  the  World's  Convention  of  Masons, 
Jd  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  dur- 
g  the  World's  Fair ;  and,  on  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  William 
,  Gardner,  Br.  Wilder  was  requested  to  prepare  a  written 
Eitement,  to  be  printed  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
odge. 

>  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Chablbs  C.  Dame,  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Grand  Lodge  I 
ive  the  honor  to  report,  that  — 

"  On  my  arrival  in  Paris  I  presented  my  credentials  as  the 
elegate  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  to  the  World's 
mvocation  of  Freemasons,  summoned  by  our  illustrious  brother, 
sneral  Mellinet,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France, 
30  Commander  of  the  National  Guard  of  France.  I  was  most 
rdially  received,  and  furnished  with  a  card  of  invitation  to  at- 
ad  the  Great  Festival  of  the  Brotherhood,  to  take  place  on  the 
»th  of  June,  1867  

"  To  add  to  the  importance  of  our  Delegation,  I  associated 
1th  me  our  brethren  from  the  United  States,  especially  those 
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from  Massachusetts,  among  whom  may  be  named  brothers 
mings,  Usher,  White,  Guild,  and  Hills,  of  Boston.  Nor 
I  omit  to  mention  the  presence  of  our  aged  worthy  broth 
late  James  Herring,  of  New  York,  whose  person  had  sp 
been  confided  to  my  care,  and  from  whence  he  soon  after  t< 
leave  of  Freemasonry  on  earth  to  join  the  Grand  Lodge  al 

u  The  Fete  was  one  of  the  most  interesting,  imposin 
grand  ever  witnessed  within  the  circle  of  the  masonic  i 
Fourteen  nations  were  represented  by  about  seven  hundr< 
fifty  brethren  of  the  mystic  tie. 

"  The  services  in  the  Great  Hall,  the  address  of  the 
Master,  the  oration,  and  other  performances,  were  intra* 
and  executed  by  gentlemen  of  distinguished  ability. 

"  The  Grand  Banquet  was  produced  with  all  the  elegam 
recherche  peculiar  to  French  artists  and  caterers,  each  guest 
furnished  with  a  splendid  bouquet  of  moss  roses. 

"  The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Mellinet  preside 
great  ease  and  dignity,  to  whom  your  representative  is  in 
for  special  courtesies,  and  to  M.  Thevenot,  Grand  Secretai 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  for  many  other  acts  of  poli 
Here,  then,  we  were  assembled  in  the  Banqueting  Hall 
Grand  Orient  of  France  —  here  in  the  most  elegant  and  be 
city  of  the  world,  alike  renowned  for  art,  science,  and  t 
here  where  the  people  and  the  products  of  every  climate  w< 
sembled  to  hold  a  grand  festival  in  honor  of  the  genius,  in< 
and  progress  of  the  age  —  and  here  to  unite  the  world  in 
for  the  relief  of  toil,  the  reward  of  labor,  and  the  multipl 
of  the  blessings  and  comforts  of  mankind. 

"  It  was  a  most  appropriate  occasion  for  a  meeting 
Masonic  Brotherhood  from  all  parts ;  and,  although  diffei 
language,  customs,  and  manners,  all  were  inspired  with  th 
iug,  that  whatever  the  dialect,  color,  or  personal  peculiar 
were  truly  brethren  of  the  great  masonic  family  of  the  woi 

"  Nor  was  language  necessary  to  express  the  sentiments 
heart.    The  friendly  grip,  the  affectionate  embrace,  the  ] 
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,  spoke  more  loudly  than  words  the  emotions'  swelling  in  the 
ims  of  brethren  never  again  to  kneel  around  the  altar  of  Free- 
onry  on  earth. 

The  speech  of  welcome  to  the  Fraternity  was  cordial  and  ap- 
>riate.  In  response,  your  representative  alluded  to  the  pros- 
us  condition  of  Masonry  in  the  United  States,  the  respect 
rtained  by  his  countrymen  for  their  brethren  in  other  lands, 
closed  with  the  following  sentiment :  — 

The  Grand  Orient  of  France  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
usetts.  United  by  the  sacred  ties  of  masonic  obligations  — 
ight  nearer  by  the  wonderful  achievements  of  science  —  may 
ord  of  living  sympathy  and  friendship  bind  us  still  closer  to- 
er  in  one  great  circle  of  life  and  love. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  reciprocated  these  sen- 
>nt8  with  the  desire  that  the  friendly  relations  existing  between 
institutions  might  be  perpetuated  forever. 
•  One  other  occasion  deserves  notice  in  connection  with  this 
>rt. 

;  On  the  24th  of  June  a  Grand  Fete  of  the  Order  was  held  by 
Supreme  Grand  Council  of  the  Thirty-third  and  last  Degree  of 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  France.    This  was 

in  Paris,  and  was  attended  by  a  large  concourse  of  brethren. 
1  The  services  in  the  Lodge  were  impressive,  the  Grand  Com- 
ider  being  no  less  a  personage  than  our  Illustrious  Brother 
met,  of  the  French  Senate,  and  now  in  the  ninety-fourth  year 
lis  age.  The  Banquet,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  was  ar- 
*ed  and  provided  for  with  taste  and  elegance  ;  but  what  added 
:h  to  its  interest  was  the  hall  in  which  it  was  held,  for  it  was 
5  that  our  Br.  Benjamin  Franklin  presented  his  grandson  to 
taire,  whose  benediction  upon  the  child  was  pronounced  in 
e  memorable  words :  '  God  and  Liberty.'  Your  delegate 
g  a  guest,  was  called  on  to  respond  for  the  United  States.  In 
performance  of  this  duty  he  alluded  to  a  pleasing  coincidence, 

while  we  were  enjoying  the  hospitalities  of  that  hour  in  Paris, 
thousand  of  our  brethren  were  passing  in  Grand  Procession 


142 


ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF 


in  the  streets  of  Boston,  in  honor  of  Freemasonry  and  the 
i  i  on  of  a  new  Masonic  Temple,  erected  at  an  expense  of  i 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  and  which  it  was  believed  was 
elegant  and  appropriate  than  any  similar  institution  in  the  i 
Your  representative,  after  thanking  M.  Lajonquiere,  Grand  I 
tary,  for  kind  attentions,  concluded  by  proposing  the  foil 
toast : — 

"  The  Institutions  of  Freemasonry  throughout  the  Un 
One  in  affection  —  one  in  obligation  —  one  in  destiny.  Ma 
go  on  prospering  and  to  prosper,  rising  higher  and  higher  i 
scale  of  human  excellence,  grandeur,  and  glory,  and  rej< 
together  forever  as  brethren  of  the  great  masonic  family  of  ] 

R.W.  Br.  Winslow  Lewis,  Chairman  of  the  Comi 
nn  the  Grand  Lodge  Library,  made  the  following  Repo 

"  That  now  it  is  a  good  collection  of  masonic  works,  embi 
the  best  authors  in  English,  French,  and  German,  all  well 
and  in  fine  condition.  In  the  catalogue  are  many  of  rarfo 
of  considerable  cost  ordinarily,  but  acquired  at  a  moderate 
by  the  indefatigable  labors  of  those  most  interested  in  a  mat 
important,  so  desirable  to  every  aspirant  for  information  ii 
*onic  literature.* 

"  Every  Lodge  should  have  somewhat  of  a  library,  at  lea 
manuals  and  the  works  on  jurisprudence.  By  their  perusal 
Master  should  be  able  to  decide  on  those  subjects  which  i 
constantly  presented  to  his  judgment  and  capacity.  The  ( 
Secretary  of  this  State  has  been  generally  the  arbiter  c 
vexed  questions  of  masonic  law  in  this  jurisdiction  in  the  I 

*  It  is  to  be  especially  mentioned  that  there  are  the  whole  of  all  the 
als  published  by  that  most  erudite  Mason,  R.W.  Br.  Charles  W. '. 
unbracing  the  labors  of  forty-five  years.  Among  these,  either  in  folio 
i  r.  the  Masonic  Mirror,  which  contains  the  best  historical  account  of  th 
masonic  excitement  extant;  in  fact  there  is  no  other  copy  known, 
priceless.  These  volumes  will  long  remain  as  a  proud  monument  of  t 
coniplished  editor. 
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3,  and  his  office  has  been  no  sinecure  in  this  respect  for  the 
period  of  thirty-four  years. 

four  Committee  are  pleased  to  report,  that  there  is  a  growing 
!8t  as  to  the  formation  of  libraries,  and  that  several  Lodge* 
ctively  moving  on  this  subject ;  and  a  recent  article  from  the 
pen  of  our  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary  to  his  own 
e,  is  a  document  full  of  interest,  showing  the  learned  re- 
h  of  the  ripe  scholar  and  the  devoted  brother.  It  is  to  b< 
1  that  this  able  paper  will  be  printed. 

How  few  of  the  Order  are  there  who  are  cognizant  of  it* 
ry  and  its  literature,  so  curious,  so  interesting,  so  extensive, 
ir  nomenclature  great  stress  is  laid  on  the  appellation  of  a 
ht  Mason '  to  any  ooe  who  can  give  the  verbiage  of  the  rites , 
lay  be  totally  ignorant  of  the  enlarged  information  required 
institute  the  truly  accomplished  .student  of  their  foundation p 
ry,  and  epochs.  It  requires  bright  minds  and  varied  attain 
3  to  make  a  real  *  bright  Mason.9  Mere  4  parotizing '  will 
•  produce  4  brightness '  in  its  proper  and  legitimate  sense, 
le  library  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  in  the  beautiful  office  of  the 
d  Secretary,  and  is  contained  in  two  elaborately  finished 
.  One  is  fully  filled,  the  other  awaits  the  future  donations 
e  craft.  May  it  soon  present  a  positive  repletion.  Every 
is  stamped  with  a  seal,  denoting  its  ownership,  and  all,  with 
r  pamphlet,  catalogued. 

The  committee  acknowledge  the  liberal  donations  of  Mrs. 
Em  Tucker,  the  widow  of  a  beloved  brother ;  and  also  of  a 
]ete  set  of  the  Freemasons'  Magazine,  from  the  R.W.  Simon 
tobinson.  The  continuous  bounty  of  our  venerable  and  es- 
)le  Br.  Thomas  Waterman,  is  still  manifested.  A  worthy 
plar !  would  that  his  followers  were  more  numerous. 
44  Respectfully  submitted  by 

44  Winslow  Lewis,  Chairman** 

,W.  Br.  Winslow  Lewis  presented  to  the  M.W.  Grand 
je  a  Portrait  of  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Frederic, 
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(irMiid  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Netherlands, 
cimijileted  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  Grand  Mastershi 

1866, 

Accompanying  the  presentation  of  the  Portrait  was  the 
living  letter  from  R.W.  Br.  Noordsiek,  Grand  Secretary 

Grand  Orient  of  the  Netherlands, 
Hague,  Sept  1, 

To  the  R.  W.  Br,  Winslow  Lewis,  P.G.M.,  frc. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  received  through  the  1 
Marshall  P.  Wilder  your  fraternal  letter  of  April  last.  I  die 
meet  Jiim  personally,  but  he  forwarded  to  me  from  Brussels, 
dur  date  of  the  5th  July,  with  your  note,  an  engraving  ol 
14  New  Masonic  Temple,"  at  Boston,  which  you  present  for 
Archives  of  the  Grand  East  of  the  Netherlands. 

I  showed  this  testimony  of  your  friendly  feelings  tow 
your  brothers  of  this  country,  to  the  Grand  Officers,  and  I 
charged  to  return  you  their  best  thanks,  and  to  assure  you 
this  document  met  with  the  warmest  reception. 

I  send  you  by  the  present  conveyance  the  Portrait  of 
Illustrious  Grand  Master,  Prince  Frederic,  which'  you  desii 
jmi^ss  for  your  New  Masonic  Temple,  and  which  I  hope 
will  receive  safely  and  in  good  order. 

You  will  learn  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  large  and 
collection  of  books  and  manuscripts  of  the  late  Dr.  Kloss 
property  of  the  Grand  Master,  together  with  his  own  private 
l«<tit>a  (also  large  and  valuable),  have  been  placed  in 
A  rchives  of  this  Grand  East.  Thus  the  two  collections  form 
rare  and  unique,  and  of  which  we  have  great  reason  to 
proud.  With  fraternal  regards,  &c, 

J.  G.  F.  Noordsiek,  Grand  Seen 

The  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  was  then  closed  in  Ai 

Fonn. 

SOLON  THORNTON, 

Grand  Sec 
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FIRST  DISTRICT. 

Damd,  M>  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

and  Brother, —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my 
al  Report  as  your  Deputy  in  the  First  Masonic 
ich,  by  the  new  apportionment,  comprises  eleven 
ie  city  of  Boston  proper,  and  three  Lodges  in  East 


Abstract  from  the  Annual  Returns  to  Sept.  1,  1867. 


Lodftv-  No.  of  Members,  Initiates. 

'i     .   846  ...  29 

■ew's    .   .   .   41  .   .   .  6 

ufictts   196  ...  32 

an  ..  803  ...  24 

won  !.  308  ...  30 

or   238  ...  17 

  ...  160  ...  26 

&   91  ...  10 

f  Lewis   62  ...  10 

.   ,    .   .   .   173  ...  18 

Varren      .   268  ...  60 

t   67  ...  35 

ir   64  ...  12 

,   9   .   46  .   .    .  3 

Total                                      2,362  .    .    .  300  * 
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I  am  unable  to  make  a  comparison  between  this  an 
previous  year,  as  regards  amount  of  work,  membership 
by  reason  of  the  change  in  the  District,  which  placed 
where  the  thriving  Lodges  of  Brighton,  Waltham,  Y 
town,  and  Belmont,  (where  the  brethren  always  receiv 
with  such  kindness  as  to  leave  the  most  agreeable  rei 
tions,)  and  transferred  from  the  old  Twelfth  District  t 
Lodges  located  in  Boston. 

St.  John's,  St.  Andrew's,  Massachusetts,  Columbia 
Mt.  Lebanon  Lodges,  full  of  years  and  masonic  honoi 
enjoying  a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  With  large  in 
funds,  they  have  been  enabled  to  dispense  charity  lib< 
Their  work  is  good,  harmony  prevails,  and  they  are  goi 
by  competent  and  faithful  officers.  Let  such  good  infli 
continue,  and  the  lapse  of  years  will  but  strengthen  a 
vigorate  these  venerable  bodies.  Mt.  Tabor,  Baalbe 
Hammatt  Lodges,  of  East  Boston,  are  in  good  con< 
Their  work  has  differed  somewhat  from  that  established 
Grand  Lodge,  more  especially  in  Baalbec  Lodge ;  b 
year  I  find  a  marked  improvement,  and  doubt  not,  afl 
suggestions  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  them,  that  the 
gradually  approximate  towards  the  work  as  exemplified 
Grand  Lecturers.  In  all  other  respects,  they  receh 
heartiest  commendation.  Through  a  misunderstanding 
the  time,  I  was  unable  to  publicly  examine  Gei 
Lodge.  *  Its  work  I  had  previously  seen.  Their  Record 
well  kept,  and  the  Returns  show  it  to  be  in  good  con< 
The  Lodge  of  Eleusis  makes  but  a  small  Return  in  the  f 
ing  abstract,  for  its  By-Laws  limit  the  number  of  me 
anfl  candidates  for  degrees.  It  passed  a  good  examination 
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llent  hands,  can  but  succeed.  Winslow  Lewis, 
ph  Warren,  and  Aberdour  Lodges  are  doing 

work,  and  are  an  honor  to  the  jurisdiction.  It 
lege  to  visit  Aberdour  Lodge  in  the  early  part 
ccompanied  by  our  brethren  of  the  State  Legis- 
le  intelligent,  finished,  and  correct  work  received 
led  approbation.  .  This  Lodge  is  but  a  type  of  the 
vlrieh  are  equally  commendable. 
[>dges  in  tlie  First  District  have  manifested  the 
y  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  many  ways,  but 
arly  in  their  response  to  the  decree  of  the  13th 
L  At  the  close  of  the  Communication  on  that 
?  the  principal  officers  of  the  Lodge  of  Eleusis 

hands-  their  commutation  fee  of  ten  dollars  each  ; 
Lodge  in  the  District,  the  first  to  respond.  The 
inflow  Lewi-  Lodge  commuted  for  all  its  mem- 
ig  the  amount  to  the  Grand  Treasurer.  St. 
dsre  commuted  for  its  maximum  list  of  members, 

o 

(though  its  present  number  is  but  forty-one; 
jodge  paid  the  munificent  sum  of  three  thousand 
and  one  dollars,  commuting  for  all  but  one  of  its 
Revere  Lodge  also  commuted  for  a  large  num- 
i  uf  the  other  Lodges  cheerfully  met  the  require- 
Grand  Lodge. 

-d  of  the  District  presents  a  larger  list  of  Dispen- 
ted  then  usual,  and  I  would  respectfully  second 
n  of  K,W.  Br.  Chickeriug,  made  in  his  report  of 
ietrict  for  last  year,  that  a  fee  be  charged  in  such 
>uld  perhaps  have  a  salutary  effect  in  limiting  ap- 
md  if  not,  wuuld  be  a  proper  source  of  revenue. 
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Thanking  you  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me, 
and,  through  you,  the  brethren  who  have  aided  me  on  the  occa- 
sion of  my  official  visits, 

I  am  fraternally  yours, 

JAMES  A.  FOX, 

D.D.G.M.  First  Masonic  District. 


SECOND  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  Af.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts, 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  For  a  .second  time  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  lay  before  you  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
District  you  have  been  pleased  to  place  under  my  official 
charge,  and  in  so  doing,  as  a'  matter  of  brevity,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  my  Report  of  last  year,  and  say  that  the 
encomiums  bestowed  in  that  document  upon  such  Lodges  as 
were  then  in  the  old  w  Eleventh  "  District,  but  of  late  trans- 
ferred to  the  w  Second,"  may  be  again  asserted  with  equal 
truthfulness  and  justice.  My  Report  at  that  time  was  so 
voluminous  that  I  shall  at  present  simply  record  my  impres- 
sions of  the  standing  of  the  following  Lodges,  placed  under 
my  jurisdiction  since  the  last  Annual  Session  of  the  M.W. 
Grand  Lodge,  viz.,  Mount  Carmel  and  Golden  Fleece,  of 
Lynn,  William  Sutton,  of  Saugus,  and  Robert  Lash,  of  Chel- 
sea ;  the  latter  working  under  Dispensation.  The  first  two 
appear  to  be  in  healthy  masonic  condition ;  the  character  of 
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their  work  is  excellent ;  and  I  am  confident  that  the  interests 
of  the  Fraternity  in  that  section  are  intrusted  to  good  and 
faithful  hands .  William  Sutton  Lodge  of  Saugus,  having 
but  lately  received  its  Charter,  makes  no  Return  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  this  year.  During  their  short  time  of  practice,  the 
proficiency  acquired  in  masonic  work  is  worthy  of  the  highest 
commendation.  This  Lodge  has  been  presented  by  our  lib- 
eral and  worthy  brother,  William  Sutton,  with  a  set  of  Jewels 
of  the  most  elegant  and  elaborate  design,  and  are  said  to  be 
the  finest  collection  in  the  country.  Robert  Lash  Lodge,  of 
Chelsea,  is  working  under  Dispensation,  and  I  have  made  an 
informal  visit  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  their  work,  which, 
I  am  pleased  to  say,  is  all  that  could  be  desired.  During  a 
temporary  absence  from  this  jurisdiction,  I  was  under  the 
necessity  of  deputizing  R.W.  Levi  S.  Gould,  of  Melrose,  to 
act  in  my  stead ;  and  in  this  capacity  he  visited  the  following 
Lodges,  viz-  :  King  Solomon,  of  Charlestown,  Star  of  Beth- 
lehem, of  Chelsea,  and  Mount  Vernon,  of  Maiden,  and  his 
Report  to  me  of  their  work  and  general  condition  is  quite 
flattering  and  satisfactory.  Annexed  please  find  statement 
of  work  transacted  by  each  Lodge  during  the  past  year  :  — 


Nuoe  of  Lodge. 

Location. 

No.  of  Members. 

Initiate* 

Star  of  Bethlvlunn  . 

.   ,   Chelsea  .  . 

.   .   210  . 

.  16 

Mount  Herman     .  . 

.   .   Medfbrd  .' 

.   .   119  . 

.  12 

.    .   146  . 

.  21 

.   .   164  . 

.  20 

.    .   227  . 

.  16 

.    .    161  . 

.  22 

.    .    161  . 

.  26 

.    .     84  . 

.  18 

1271  • 

160 
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With  many  thanks  for  your  masonic  courtesy,  and  the 
pleasure  which  your  appointment  has  conferred, 

I  am  fraternally  yours, 

S.  O.  DEARBORN, 

D.D.G.M.  Second  Masonic  District. 

Melrose,  Dec.  10,  1867. 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, —  In  compliance  with  established 
usage,  and  as  the  conclusion  of  a  season  of  pleasant  official 
duty,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  my  First  Annual  Report 
of  the  condition  and  standing  of  the  several  Lodges  compris- 
ing the  Third  Masonic  District  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  1, 
1867. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  visit  officially  all  the  Lodges 
in  the  District  during  the  past  autumn  ;  and  in  every  instance 
I  have  been  received  with  cordial  fraternity,  and  with  the 
decorum  and  respect  due  me  as  the  representative  of  the 
Grand  Lodge ;  and  I  am  happy  to  report,  from  all  I  have 
been  able  to  learn,  that  it  has  been  a  year  of  substantial  pro- 
gress in  all  that  pertains  to  the  highest  interests  of  our  Order. 
The  healthful  increase  of  numbers,  the  character  and  stand- 
ing of  those  who  have  been  permitted  to  enrol  themselves 
with  us,  and  a  general  spirit  of  unanimity  and  fraternity 
attest  this.    Most  of  the  Lodges  are  in  excellent  condition. 
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Specimens  of  work  were  given  which  for  accuracy  and  im- 
press! veuess,  I  venture  to  remark,  would  compare  favorably 
with  the  beet  working  Lodges  in  the  State.  The  good  order 
that  prevailed  was  a  noticeable  feature.  These  remarks 
must  not  be  understood  as  applying  to  all.  In  one  or  two 
instances  there  is  room  for  improvement. 

The  following  table  gives  the  present  status  of  the  several 
Lodges,  and  is  here  given  as  a  matter  for  convenient  refer- 
ence* 


Name  i  if  ]jo4}P*- 

Location. 

Members. 

Initiates. 

Midrilesex   .    .    .  . 

Framingbam   .  . 

.    .     51  . 

.  10 

Washington     .    .  . 

Roxbury     .    .  . 

.    .    203  . 

.  18 

Dorchester  .    .  . 

.  .  im  . 

.  13 

Natick  .... 

.    .    103  . 

.  12 

Betlu!sc]a     .    ,    .  . 

Brighton     .    .  . 

.    .     83  . 

.  10 

St.  Paul's    .    -    .  . 

South  Boston  .  . 

.    .    212  . 

.  12 

Gale  of  the  Temple  . 

»        »>  • 

.    .    149  . 

.  16 

Dalliouaic    .    .    .  . 

Newton  .... 

.    .    126  . 

.  16 

I -a  Fayatto  .  .  .'  . 

Roxbury     .   .  . 

.    .     38  . 

.  12 

South  Boston  .  . 

.    .     47  . 

.  22 

West  Roxbury  . 

.    .     31  . 

.  8 

1206 

149 

The  number  of  "  rejections  "  leads  me  to  suggest  great  cau- 
tion in  presenting  the  names  of  candidates  for  the  honors  of 
Masonry,  and  also  to  solicit  the  most  kindly,  considerate,  and 
charitable  action  on  the  part  of  each  member  of  the  Lodge 
in  relation  to  such  candidate. 

I  have  granted  but  few  Dispensations,  and  those  only  when 
there  were  the  strongest  possible  reasons  therefor. 

For  the  kindly  receptions,  pleasant  interviews,  and  hospita- 
ble entertainment*,  I  return  to  the  members  of  the  Third 
District  my  sincere  thanks.    I  wish  also  to  express  my  deep 

sense  of  gratitude  to  the  several  gentlemen  who  have  so  kindly 

20 
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accompanied  me  as  members  of  my  suite  while  making  my 
series  of  official  visits,  —  to  Brothers  W.  H.  Saunders,  G.  E.' 
Bridges,  J.  B.  Goodrich,  and  particularly  to  Br.  N.  B. 
Bryant,  who  has  so  acceptably  and  efficiently  performed  the 
duties  of  Marshal  of  the  deputation. 

In  closing,  allow  me  to  return  to  you  my  gratefully  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  honor  you  have  done  me  by  this  appoint- 
ment. Its  duties  have  been  attended  by  the  pleasantest 
associations,  and  with  the  best  wishes  for  the  good  of  our 
Order, 

I  remain  sincerely  and  fraternally  yours, 

CEPHAS  BRIGHAM, 

D.D.G.M.  Third  Masonic  District. 

Auburndale,  Dec.  12, 1867. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dear  Sib  and  Brother, —  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting 
to  you  the  following  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  several 
Lodges  comprising  the  Fourth  Masonic  District,  and  the 
results  of  the  work  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  1,  1867. 


Name  of  Lodf*. 

Location. 

Initiate*. 

.    4  . 

.  61 

.   17  . 

.  189 

.   18  . 

.  221 

Waltham    .   .  . 

.   20  . 

.  127 

.   12  . 

.  94 
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PequoMitte   Watertown      .    .    ,  S  .    ,  102 

John  Abbott    ,    ♦    .  , .  Somerrille  ....  15  ..  171 

Mount  Olivet   .   ,    .    .  Cambridge  ,   .   ♦   ,  17  .    .  86 

Belmont  Belmont   9  .   .  20 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  all  the  Lodges  com- 
prising the  Fourth  District  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  I 
have  in  all  cases  been  kindly  received  as  your  Deputy,  and 
take  pleasure  in  returning  you  ray  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  appointment. 

I  remain  very  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

HENRY  ENDICOTT, 

LKD.GM.  Fourth  Masonic  District. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT- 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Locfgr  of  Matsct- 

chusttts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, —  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
submit  the  following  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  several 
Lodges  comprised  in  the  Fifth  Masonic  District. 

In  my  official  visits  to  the  Lodges,  I  have  been  extremely 
gratified  with  the  excellent  appearance  of  the  Lodge  rooms, 
most  of  which  are  large  and  convenient,  the  efficiency  of  the 
officers,  the  general  deportment  of  the  members,  and  the  ad- 
mirable manner  in  which  the  work  is  performed. 

Liberty  Lodge  is  erecting  a  beautiful  Masonic  Hall,  which 
will  be  a  credit  to  the  ancient  town  of  Beverly,  and  I  trust 
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that  other  Lodges  in  this  District  will  soon  emulate  her  ex- 
ample ;  for  it  seems  to  me  that  all  that  is  necessary  for  the 
accomplishment  of  that  result  is  encouragement  and  a  little 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  brethren. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  members, 
and  the  number  of  initiates  in  each  Lodge. 


Name  of  Lodge.  Location.  Member*.  Initiates. 

Philanthropic   ....  Marblehead     ...  94  .    .  11 

Tynan   Gloucester      .    .    .    146  .    .  21 

Essex   Salem        ....  130  ..  13 

Jordan   South  Danvers    .    .  100  .    .  10 

Liberty   Beverly      ....  147  ..  14 

Ashler   Rockport    ....  98  .    .  9 

Amity   Danvers      ....  115  .    .  12 

Starr  King   Salem     ......  80  .    .  9 

John  T.  Heard     .   .   .   Ipswich   71  .    .  15 

Acacia   Gloucester  ....  61  .   .  19 


1081  133 

The  above  table,  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  shows 
an  increase  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  members,  and  a 
decrease  of  thirty-two  in  the  number  of  initiates. 

The  number  of  rejections  in  this  District  has  been  unusually 
large  during  the  past  year.  More  than  one-third  of  the 
whole  number  of  applicants  have  been  rejected,  and  while  we 
should  carefully  scrutinize  the  character  of  the  applicants, 
and  admit  none  but  those  of  proper  age,  capacity,  and  moral 
fitness,  yet  the  figures  seem  to  indicate  that  either  unworthy 
candidates  are  presented  for  admission,  or  some  are  rejected 
from  improper  motives.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  those 
who  have  been  admitted  are  "  men  of  good  report." 

Where  all  the  Lodges  are  working  so  well,  it  would  be 
invidious  in  me  to  particularize ;  but  the  excellence  of  the 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS •  157 


work  in  several  of  the  Lodges  in  this  District,  the  beautiful 
and  impressive  manner  in  which  the  explanations  and  charges 
are  delivered,  and  the  systematic  arrangement  of  the  details, 
reflect  great  credit  upon  the  officers  and  members ;  while  the 
perceptible  improvement  made  in  other  Lodges  deserves 
great  praise. 

I  have  granted  but  three  Dispensations,  to  confer  the  degrees 
out  of  the  usual  course,  all  of  which  I  am  satisfied  were  for 
cases  of  necessity. 

In  closing  my  Report,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  officers  and  members  of  the  several  Lodges  for  the  uni- 
form kindness  extended  to  me  during  the  term  of  my  official 
service. 

I  desire  also  to  tender  my  thanks  to  those  brethren  who 
have  so  readily  aided  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties  ; 
and  wishing  you  success  and  prosperity  in  the  discharge  of 
the  arduous  duties  of  the  office  to  which  you  have  with  so 
much  unanimity  been  re-elected,  • 

I  remain  fraternally  yours, 

GEORGE  H.  PEIRSON, 

D.D.G.M.  Fifth  Masonic  District. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C,  Dane,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts, 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, —  It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  in 
submitting  this,  my  Annual  Report,  to  be  able  to  state  that 
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the  Lodges  comprising  the  Sixth  Masonic  District  are  i 
1  prosperous  and  exceedingly  satisfactory  condition.  Ad 
usually  large  number  of  Masons  have  been  made.  I 
satisfied,  however,  that  for  the  most  part  they  are  sud 
Mill  add  to  our  strength  and  efficiency,  as  well  as  incr 
our  numbers.  I  have  during  the  year  visited  all  the  Lo< 
in  an  official  capacity  once, and  the  majority  of  them  n 
ficially  several  times.  The  Records  1  have  invariably  v 
fully  examined,  and  find  everything  in  accordance  \ 
masonic  usage. 

Very  few  Dispensation  have  been  issued,  owing  perba] 
part  to  the  fact  that  it  is  now  generally  understood  that 
rill  only  be  granted  upon  the  presentation  of  urgent 
satisfactory  reasons.      The  following  statistics  may  b 
some  importance  to  the  Fraternity. 


Name  and  Location  of  Lodge. 

Initial.-*. 

.    .    .    14    .  , 

■    .  168 

.  .  *  U  •  « 

.    .  180 

.    .    .   29   .  . 

.  .  in 

.   .   .    18  ,  . 

.    .  128 

.    .   .    14    .  . 

.    i  93 

.   .   .   85   ,  . 

.  i  78 

,    .  112 

.    .    .    13   .  . 

i   .  80 

1158 

The  most  noticeable  event  which  has  occurred  in  the 
trict  during  the  year  has  been  the  organization  of  a 
Lodge  in  the  town  of  Georgetown,  and  known  by  the  i 
of  Charles  C.  Dame  Lodge.    This  Lodge  is  compose 
active,  earnest  brethren,  who  have  the  interests  of  the  0 
at  heart.   It  is  ably  officered,  and  with  the  new  and  beaa 
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Hall,  built  expressly  for  their  use,  I  feel  that  there  is  no 
bar  to  their  continuous  prosperity. 

It  was  to  me  a  source  of  regret  that  I  was  not  able  to  be 
present  when  this  I xxlge  was  constituted,  its  hall  dedicated, 
and  officers  installed. 

I  availed  myself,  however,  of  the  earliest  opportunity  which 
presented  itself  to  examine  their  apartments.  Long  may 
this  Lodge  continue,  honoring  the  name  it  bears,  and  exert- 
ing, through  the  healing  streams  of  its  charitable  ministrations, 
a  salutary  and  beneficial  influence.  The  past  year  has  been 
one  of  immense  importance  to  the  Fraternity.  The  comple- 
tion and  dedication  of  the  magnificent  structure  known  as 
the  new  Masonic  Temple  was  an  event  which  will  be  re- 
membered for  a  lifetime.  I  am  happy  to  know  that  all  of 
our  Lodges  were  represented,  and  took  part  in  the  festivities 
of  that  joyful  occasion.  "  As  our  eyes  behold  the  pleasing 
symmetry  and  beautiful  proportions  of  this  our  material 
Temple,  may  we  recognize  the  fact,  that  Masonry  is  the 
architect  of  another  Temple,  whose  foundation  is  laid  deep  in 
the  human  heart,  and  over  whose  altar  is  inscribed,  "Holi- 
ness to  the  Lord," 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  add  that  the  year  has  been  one 
involving  quite  an  amount  of  labor,  and  has  "  sufficiently 
demonstrated"  the  wisdom  of  re-arranging  the  Districts.  New 
and  pleasant  acquaintances  have  been  formed  in  these  Lodges, 
which  did  not  belong  to  the  old  Third  District,  and  for  the 
courtesy  arid  kind  attention  shown  me  by  the  officers  and 
members  of  these  Lodges,  I  desire  w  here  and  now  "  to  record 
my  grateful  appreciation.    Thanking  you  for  the  renewed 
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manifestation  of  your  confidence  as  shown  in  a  second  re-ap 
pointment, 

I  am,  with  the  kindest  regards,  yours  fraternally, 

L.  A.  BISHOP, 

D.D.G.M.  Sixth  Masonic  District. 

Lawrence,  Dec.,  1867. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charlks  C.  Dame,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my 
official  Report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the 
Seventh  Masonic  District. 

I  have  made  an  official  visit  to  all  the  Lodges  in  this  Dis- 
trict, with  the  exception  of  Pentucket  Lodge  in  Lowell.  Sick- 
ness prevented  my  attending  a  Special  Communication  of  this 
Lodge,  called  to  exemplify  their  work,  and  I  am  under  obli- 
gation to  W.  Br.  William  S.  Salmon  for  performing  my 
duties  on  that  occasion. 

Br.  Salmon's  Report  of  the  condition  of  this  Lodge  is  in 
all  respects  favorable. 

My  official  visits  have  all  been  pleasant  and  agreeable,  and 
the  Lodges  in  this  District  appear  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  and 
prosperous  condition. 

I  have  been  much  pleased  to  notice  that  the  candidate,  in 
most  of  the  Lodges,  is  now  required  to  make  greater  profi- 
ciency in  his  preceding  degree  before  he  is  permitted  to 
advance. 
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It  has  also  been  gratifying  to  me  to  witness  the  increased 
interest  felt  in  the  Lodges  throughout  the  District  in  secur- 
ing good  music.  Every  hall  has  its  larger  or  smaller  organ. 
Music  is  regarded  now  as'  an  almost  indispensable  part  of  the 
work,  and  it  adds  much  to  its  beauty  and  impressiveness. 

Dispensations  have  been  granted  in,  a  few  instances,  for 
gootl  and  sufficient  reasons  shown,  to  confer  the  Second  and 
Third  Degrees  before  the  candidates  were  constitutionally 
eligible  to  receive  them. 

The  commission  I  received  from  you  contained  the  names 
of  eight  Chartered  Lodges,  and  one,  Kilwinning,  working 
under  Dispensation.  On  the  twenty-sixth  day  -of  March 
last,  Kilwinning  Lodge  was  consecrated  by  the  M.W.  Grand 
Lodge,  and  is  now  working  successfully  under  its  Charter, 
giving  promise  of  future  usefulness. 

Early  in  the  year,  a  petition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  was  ap- 
proved by  me  for  another  Lodge  in  Lowell,  to  be  called  the 
William  North  Lodge.  The  petitioners  were  all  person- 
ally known  to  me.  They  are  all  intelligent,  zealous  Masons, 
and  are  working  prosperously  under  the  Dispensation  which 
was  obtained  from  the  M.W.  Grand  Master. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  initiates  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  the  number  of  members  of  the  several 
Lodges,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  in  this  District. 


Location!. 

Initiate*. 

Members. 

7  . 

.  46 

.   22  . 

.  128 

.   26  . 

.  298 

tt 

.   11  . 

.  201 

.     7  . 

.  82 

.     6  . 

.  59 

Willi&tn  J  j  I'kman  . 

.   .   Winchester  .  . 

.     7  . 

.  47 

21 
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Charles  W.  Moore   .   .   .   Fitehburg  .    .   .   13   .   .  34 
Kilwinning  (chartered 
March  26, 1867)   .   .   .   Lowell    ....     1   .   .  31 

99  926 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  you  for 
the  honor  conferred  upon  me,  and  to  all  the  Lodges  in  the 
District  for  having  been  so  cordially  received  and  so  cour- 
teously treated,  and  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  honors  of  the 
office  may  be  bestowed  upon  some  other  brother,  in  making 
your  appointment  for  another  year. 

Very  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  KIMBALL, 

D.D.  G.M.  Seventh  Masonic  District. 

Lowell,  Dec.  6, 1867. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  In  accordance  with  my  duty,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  niy  Report  as  District  Dep- 
uty Grand  Master  for  the  Eighth  Masonic  District. 

As  this  is  the  first  year  of  the  redistricting  of  the  State,  I 
am  not  able,  from  any  Reports  within  my  reach,  to  compare 
the  work  of  the  Lodges  in  my  District  with  the  preceding 
year ;  yet  I  am  quite  certain  that  if  such  a  comparison  were 
made,  it  would  appear  that  the  different  Lodges  have  been 
as  active  as  in  any  previous  year. 
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The  oumber  of  initiates  in  this  District  for  the  past  year  is 
one  hundred  and  two,  as  appears  by  the  following  table  : — 


Nunc  of  Lodge, 

Location. 

Initiate!. 

Members. 

.     12  . 

.  161 

.     6  . 

60 

Pacific      .    ,    .  . 

.   11  . 

.  110 

.   .   Sherborne  Falls  . 

.   13  . 

.  79 

Bethel 

2  . 

.  76 

.   19  . 

.  89 

.    19  . 

.  64 

Star  

.   .   Athoi  .... 

.   13  . 

.  72 

7  . 

.  27 

102 

727 

I  find,  by  examination  of  the  Returns,  that  in  several  of  the 
Lodges  there  has  been  a  large  number  of  rejections,  nearly 
equalling  the  number  of  accepted ;  and  I  have  not  failed  in 
my  visits  to  call  the  attention  of  the  brethren  to  this  import- 
ant matter,  and  particularly  to  ask  them  to  consider  the  views 
eo  justly  and  forcibly  expressed  by  you  in  your  last  Annual 
Communication  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  can  but  hope  that 
our  brethren  will  be  more  cautious  and  "  will  refrain  from 
recommending  any  one  to  a  participation  in  our  privileges,' 
unless  they  believe  him  to  be  worthy,  and  one  who  will  "re- 
flect honor  on  our  ancient  Institution." 

I  am  happy  to  report  to  you  that  nowhere  in  my  District 
have  I  found,  at  any  time,  any  serious  discontent  or  objection 
tu  the  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge  imposing  a  tax  upon  the 
members  of  Lodges  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  the  large 
debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  on  the  contrary,  when  the  matter 
has  been  explained  to  the  uninformed,  I  have  found  a  cheerful 
acquiescence  and  willingness  to  share  in  the  liquidation  of  this 
debt,  proud  of  the  noble  and  beautiful  Temple  which  has 
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been  erected,  and  happy  in  the  reflections  that  by  their  con- 
tributions they  are  aiding  to  put  the  Grand  Lodge  (within  a 
few  years)  in  possession  of  resources  by  and  with  which  to 
exercise  more  fully  the  noble  principles  of  our  Order. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Lodges  of  the  District,  and  have 
been  most  cordially  and  pleasantly  received.  I  have  inspect- 
ed their  Records,  and  witnessed  their  manner  of  work,  and 
with  one  or  two  exceptions  I  have  to  report  all  as  entirely 
satisfactory.  In  some  of  them  my  highest  expectations  have 
been  more  than  realized,  and  in  the  one  or  two  exceptions  the 
disappointment  was  the  result  of  causes  apparently  beyond  the 
control  of  those  Lodges  the  past  year.  I  have  every  reason 
to  believe,  however,  that  as  they  are  now  re-organized  for  the 
coming  year,  we  may  expect  great  improvements  and  more 
perfect  work.  When  nearly  all  are  working  so  admirably, 
some  with  better  accommodations  and  more  perfect  appoint- 
ments, still  all  striving  to  preserve  the  " ancient  landmarks'9 
and  to  transmit  them  unimpaired,  it  would  seem  almost 
invidious  to  single  out  any  one  or  more  for  special  commen- 
dation, and  I  content  myself  with  this  general  Report. 

I  am  fraternally  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  CONKEY, 

D.D.G.M.  Eighth  Masonic  District, 

Amherst,  Nov.  27,  1867. 
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NINTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  In  consideration  of  the  Ninth 
Masonic  District  having  been  considerably  abridged  in  extent 
of  territory,  thus  reducing  the  care  and  time  consumed  in 
visiting  and  looking  after  the  Lodges,  I  yielded  to  your  soli- 
citation, notwithstanding  my  previously  declared  determina- 
tion, and  consented  to  remain  in  the  Board  of  District 
Deputies  another  year.  Thanking  you  for  this  renewed 
expression  of  your  confidence,  I  now  herewith  submit  a  brief 
Report  of  the  condition  of  the  Lodges  in  this  District  for  the 
past  year. 

X  have  made  at  least  one  formal  official  visit  to  each  Lodge 
in  the  District  within  the  year.  I  have  also  visited  some  of 
them  informally  several  times,  and  been  in  frequent  corres- 
pondence with  their  officers.  I  am  happy  to  report  that  in 
most  of  them  a  good  feeling  exists,  harmony  and  brotherly 
love  prevails,  and  the  Lodges  are  prosperous. 

Most  of  the  Lodges  are  now  well  posted  in  the  Ritual  of 
the  Order,  and  their  work  is  done  creditably,  and  in  some  of 
the  Lodges,  as,  for  instance,  Mount  Moriah,  Mystic,  and 
Lafayette  (the  latter  a  few  years  since  one  of  the  most  inac- 
curate in  the  District),  exceedingly  well.  There  have  been 
fewer  initiates  in  the  District  than  for  two  or  three  years  pre- 
vious ;  but  we  think  a  good  degree  of  discrimination  has  been 
exercised  as  to  the  character  of  the  men,  and  that  Masonry  is 
as  prosperous  as  when  the  increase  was  more  rapid.  A  close 
observer  does  not  need  to  be  reminded  that  strength  does  not 
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always  consist  of  numbers,  and  that  a  too  rapid  growth  some- 
times weakens  instead  of  strengthens  a  body,  more  especially 
*f  a  close  scrutiny  and  care  is  not  exercised  as  to  the  intelli- 
gence, standing,  and  character  of  those  received. 

I  present  the  following  tabular  view  of  the  work  and  con- 
dition of  the  Lodges  in  the  Ninth  District : 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Location. 

Initiates. 

Mcrobcra. 

Cincinnati^     .  . 

.   Great  Barrington  . 

.     .     16  . 

.  181 

Evening  Star  .  . 

.    .    12  . 

.  77 

.   West  Stockbridge 

.    .     6  . 

.  43 

.    .     9  . 

.  136 

Lafayette    .   .  . 

.   North  Adapts  .  . 

.   .   21  . 

.  113 

Mount  Moriah 

.    .   11  . 

.  191 

Berkshire    .    .  . 

South  Adams  .  . 

.   .     7  . 

.  66 

.80 

766 

In  addition  to  this,  the  new  Lodge  at  Huntington,  under 
Dispensation,  called  Huntington  Lodge,  has  made  a  very 
good  beginning,  is  posting  up  in  the  work,  and,  with  some 
assistance  from  abroad,  has  made  eight  or  ten  Masons.  It  is 
manifesting  a  good  spirit  of  perseverance  and  zeal,  and, 
though  located  in  a  comparatively  sparsely  populated  moun- 
tain region,  will  undoubtedly  sustain  itself  and  grow  in  num- 
bers and  strength. 

Dispensations  for  shortening  time  between  degrees  have 
been  much  less  frequently  asked  for  than  in  former  years,  and 
where  good  and  sufficient  reasons  have  accompanied  the 
application,  they  have  been  granted. 

With  renewed  assurances  of  my  kind  regard,  I  remain, 
Fraternally  and  truly  yours, 

HENRY  CHICKERING, 

D.D.G.M.  Ninth  Masonic  District. 

Pittsfield,  Dec.  1,  1867. 
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TENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Matter  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  It  is  with  pleasure  I  submit 
this,  my  Third  Annual  Report  as  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  the  Tenth  Masonic  District. 

During  the  year,  I  have  officially  visited  all  of  the  Lodges 
in  this  District  once,  and  many  of  them  several  times  in- 
formally. I  have  examined  their  By-Laws,  and  find  them 
approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  Charters  carefully  preserved, 
and  the  Records  well  and  faithfully  kept. 

I  have  witnessed  an  exemplification  of  work  in  each 
Lodge,  and  where  all  are  conforming  so  strictly  to  the  Ritual 
as  taught  by  the  Grand  Lecturers,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
particularize  the  excellences  or  defects  of  the  work  in  each 
Lodge.  I  am  confident  the  Lodges  comprising  the  Tenth 
District  will  compare  favorably  in  points  of  accuracy  of 
work  with  any  other  District  in  the  jurisdiction. 

As  a  general  thing,  peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed 
among  the  Fraternity  in  this  District.  The  w  Order  and  De- 
cree "  passed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  Quarterly  Commu- 
nication in  March  last,  taxing  the  members  of  Subordinate 
Lodges,  caused  some  dissatisfaction ;  but,  on  its  being  better 
understood,  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  it  have  very  gen- 
erally been  acquiesced  in.  I  trust  that  all  will  soon  be  con- 
vinced of  its  justice,  and  acknowledge  their  obligations  to 
support  and  maintain  the  particular  regulations  of  the  M.W. 
Grand  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  they  reside. 


168 


ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF 


One  new  Lodge  has  been  formed  this  year  (now  under 
Dispensation),  ff Ionic,"  at  East  Hampton,  which  is  in 
earnest  and  trusty  hands,  doing  a  goodly  amount  of  work, 
and  bids  fair  to  be  a  flourishing  Lodge. 

My  visits  have  been  rendered  exceedingly  pleasant  by  the 
brotherly  manner  in  which  I  have  been  received  as  your  rep- 
resentative. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  amount  of  work  done 
this  year,  in  each  Lodge. 


Nunc  Location.  Initiates.  Members. 

Jerusalem   Northampton    .   .  88  .   .  198 

Mount  Tom   Holyoke  ....  15  ..  186 

Chicopee   Chicopee  ....  15  ..  166 

Hampden   Springfield  .   .   .  57  .   .  99 

RosweULee   „         ...  42  ..  148 

Day  Spring    .   .   .   .   •  Monson   ....  10  .   .  86 

Thomas   Palmer    ....  16  .    .  82 

Quaboag   Warren    ....  15  .   .  77 

Hayden   Brookfield    .   .    .  18  .    .  56 

Eden  Ware   4  .   .  87 
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Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred  by  appointing  me 
one  of  your  Deputies, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  fraternally, 

DAVID  W.  CRAFTS, 

D.D.  G.M.  Tenth  Masonic  Diitrid. 

.  Northampton,  Dec.  6,  1867. 
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ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Chablsb  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — In  accordance  with  custom 
and  the  requirements  of  the  Grand  Constitutions,  I  herewith 
submit  my  Annual  Report.  I  have  visited  all  the  Lodges  in 
the  Eleventh  District,  and  find  the  work,  as  a  whole,  very 
good.  Most  of  the  Lodges  take  great  pains  to  have  the 
work  correct ;  yet,  in  some  instances,  a  visit  from  the  Grand 
Lecturers  would  be  of  great  benefit.  I  am  happy  to  state 
that  harmony  prevails  throughout  the  District.  The  follow- 
ing table  will  enable  you  to  see  the  work  done  the  past  year. 


Name  of  Lodge.  Location.                  InWatot.  Member*. 

Morning  Star    ....  Worcester  .   .   .  45  .   .  .208 

Mount  Zion  Barre   19  ...  98 

Trinity   Clinton   ....  16  ...  86 

Montacute   Worcester   .   .   .  27  .   .   .  194 

United  Brethren    .    .   .  Marlborough    ..  18  ...  79 

Quinebaug   Southbridge     .   .     7  ...  69 

Wilder   Leominster  ...     6  ...  82 

Doric   Hudson   ....  22  ...  80 

North  Star   Ashland  ....     6  ...  66 

Athelstane   Worcester   ...  18  ...  60 
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The  amount  of  work  exceeds  that  of  any  previous  year 

for  the  same  number  of  Lodges.    It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 

enter  into  a  detailed  account  of  each  Lodge  at  this  time,  and 

I  will  therefore  simply  say  that  the  Lodges  of  the  Eleventh 

District  still  maintain  their  previous  good  reputation.  In 

closing,  allow  me  to  thank  you  for  the  renewed  token  of  your 

22 
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confidence,  and  the  brethren  of  the  Eleventh  District  for  the 
kind  attentions  which  they  have  shown  me. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

A.  A.  BURDITT, 

D.D.G.M.  Eleventh  Masonic  District. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  In  closing  another  year  of  my 
official  duties  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  you  will 
please  allow  me  to  make  my  Report  in  as  few  words  as  pos- 
sible. 

Monday,  December  24,  1866,  received  an  invitation  from 
North  Star  Lodge,  in  Ashland,  to  visit  that  Lodge  and  in- 
stall the  officers.  I  accepted  the  invitation,  and  was  well 
paid  for  attending,  in  the  w  good  time "  that  all  present  had 
on  this  occasion.    The  installation  was  public. 

Monday,  January  7,  1867,  visited  Mount  Hollis  Lodge, 
Holliston,  and  installed  the  officers. 

May  13  to  May  16,  inclusive,  I  visited  the  Masters  and 
Wardens  of  the  several  Lodges  in  this  District,  as  you  re- 
quested. The  result  of  these  visits  you  have  been  made 
acquainted  with  in  a  previous  communication. 

My  official  visits  have  been  made  in  the  following  order, 
and  with  the  following  result,  which  I  sincerely  hope  will  be 
satisfactory. 
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N of  Lodge. 

Oxford  .  .  .  . 
Webster  .  .  .  . 
Olive  Branch  .  . 
Franklin  .  .  .  . 
St  loam  .  .  .  . 
Solomon's  Temple 
Montgomery  .  . 
Blacks  cone  River  . 
John  Warren  .  . 
Mount  IJollis   .  . 


When  VUlted. 

September  16, 1867 

»»       17»  „ 

»»       18,  „ 

*t        19|  » 

>»        21,  „ 

ii        21,  „ 

»i        26,  „ 

October      8,  „ 
4 

ii  ii 
7 

ii         •  i  ii 


Initiate*. 

Members. 

6  . 

46 

7  . 

86 

12  . 

.  106 

10  . 

.  63 

1  . 

.  88 

16  . 

84 

16  . 

.  161 

16  . 

.  84 

11  . 

.  46 

19  . 

.  47 

Ill 

768 

In  the  above  table,  I  have  returned  as  many  members  for 
each  Lodge  as  the  Lodge  paid  annual  dues  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  ant!  no  more.  In  John  Wan-en  Lodge,  Hopkinton, 
there  was  quite  a  number  of  brethren  that  had  not  paid  their 
dues,  but  the  W.M.  told  me  that  he  would  use  his  best 
endeavors  to  have  the  Grand  Lodge  dues  collected  before  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  paid  over  to  the 
Grand  Treasurer. 

In  Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  Holliston,  there  was  a  small 
number  left  in  the  same  way. 

Two  of  the  Lodges  in  this  District  I  did  not  meet  with, 
namely,  Siloam  Lodge,  West  borough,  and  Solomon's  Temple 
Lodge,  Uxbridge.  I  made  an  appointment  to  meet  with 
Siloam  Lodge,  Friday  evening,  September  20,  but  missed 
the  care,  and  did  not  get  there  until  the  next  day.  I  ex- 
amined their  Records,  and  found  them  in  good  order  and  well 
kept.  The  Secretary  also  informed  me  that  they  were  re- 
ceiving instructions  from  the  Grand  Lecturer,  that  in  a  short 
time  he  thought  they  would  be  able  to  do  the  work  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  they  were 
determined  to  do  so. 
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On  account  of  a  misunderstanding,  occasioned  by  not  re- 
ceiving a  letter  in  season  from  the  W.M.  of  Solomon's  Tem- 
ple Lodge,  there  was  no  meeting  of  that  Lodge  the  evening 
that  I  made  my  official  visit ;  but  the  Lodge  is  under  the 
management  of  one  of  the  best  Working  Masters  in  this 
District,  and  I  have  confidence  to  believe  that  the  work  has 
been  done  in  all  respects  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  usages  of 
the  Order.  The  work  of  Oxford  Lodge  was  not  quite  as 
well  done  as  it  has  been  on  former  occasions,  when  I  have 
visited  that  Lodge ;  but  they  say  that  they  will  commence  to 
improve  their  work  immediately.  I  think  the  work  in  all 
the  other  Lodges  in  this  District  is  such  as  the  Grand  Lodge 
would  approve  if  they  were  to  see  it  done.  I  call  it  good 
work.  I  have  granted  but  very  few  Dispensations  to  shorten 
the  time  of  conferring  degrees.  There  were  a  few  that  re- 
ceived the  Third  Degree  a  little  short  of  the  usual  time,  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  the  celebration  on  the  24th  of  June. 

Hoping  that  what  I  have  done  will  meet  with  your  ap- 
proval and  that  of  the  Lodges  of  the  Twelfth  District,  and 
thanking  both  you  and  them  for  the  honor  conferred  on  me, 

I  remain  very  humbly  and  fraternally  yours, 

HENEY  C.  SKINNER, 

D.D.G.M.  Twelfth  Masonic  District. 

Milford,  Dec.  1,  1867. 
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THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Chables  C.  Djlme,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  It  is  with  pleasure  I  now  sub- 
mit my  Annual  Report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of 
the  Thirteenth  Masonic  District. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  officially  all  the  Lodges  in 
the  District,  and  have  been  received  by  all  in  a  very  courte- 
ous manner  as  your  representative.  The  work  is  done  in 
most  of  the  Lodges  in  a  very  commendable  manner,  but  in 
some  of  the  new  Lodges  the  officers  were  not  as  well  posted 
in  masonic  law  or  the  work  as  they  should  be.  The  success 
of  a  Lodge  mainly  depends  upon  its  Master,  and  I  think 
that  no  one  should  fill  that  position  unless  he  has  qualified 
himself  to  give  the  work  in  full. 

I  have  found  the  Records  in  all  the  Lodges  well  kept. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  members  and 
initiates : — 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Initiate*. 

Memben. 

 10  . 

.  101 

 26  . 

.  267 

.  89 

 10  . 

.  110 

 22  . 

.  78 

Blue  HOI  

 4  . 

.  36 

 6  . 

.  58 

 16  . 

/  46 

 12  . 

.  62 

 9  . 

88 

122 

870 

By  your  request,  I  visited  Ionic  and  Paul  Dean  Lodges, 
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working  under  Dispensation,  and  found  them  both  in  a  pros- 
perous condition.  Their  officers  were  well  posted  and  done 
their  work  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  themselves.  In 
conclusion,  please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  appointment 
assigned  me. 

JONATHAN  R.  GAY. 

D.D.G.M.  Thirteenth  Masonic  District. 

Stoughton,  Dec.  24, 1867. 


FOURTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  take  pleasure  in  communi- 
cating to  you  the  following  Report,  from  which  may  be 
gathered  the  present  condition  of  the  Lodges  which  you 
have  seen  fit  to  assign  to  my  care  as  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  the  Fourteenth  District.  I  have  visited  all  the 
Lodges,  and  find  them  in  good  condition,  and  most  of  them 
able  to  perform  the  work  as  exemplified  by  the  Grand  Lec- 
turers. I  was  much  pleased  to  see  with  what  proficiency  the 
two  youngest  Lodges  in  the  District  performed  the  work, 
viz.,  King  Philip,  of  Fall  River,  and  Oriental,  of  Edgar- 
town.  I  doubt  if  any  of  the  old  Lodges  in  the  State  could 
do  better. 

Annexed  please  find  the  standing  of  each  Lodge. 

Lodge-  Location.  Initiates.  Member*, 

Marine  Falmouth  ....     2  ...  43 

Mount  Hope  Fall  River    ...   26  ...  196 

Star  in  the  East     .   .   .   New  Bedford    ..   23  ...  318 
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Pioneer   Somerset  ....  11  ...  81 

May  Flower   Middleborough  .   .  13  ...  70 

Pythagorian   Marion     ....  11  ...  61 

Martha's  Vineyard    .   .  Tisbnry    ....  6  ...  80 

Eureka   New  Bedford    ..  16  ...  166 

King  Philip   Fall  Hirer    ...  18  ...  76 

Oriental   Edgartown    ...  1  ...  16 


126  1086 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  being  one  of  your  Depu- 
ties, 

I  remain  most  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

GEORGE  H.  TABER, 

D>D.  G.M.  Fourteenth  Masonic  District. 


FIFTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Chables  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  In  making  my  Report  at  the 
close  of  another  masonic  year,  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  brief, 
as  all  that  it  seems  necessary  to  state  may  be  comprehended 
in  a  few  words.  I  have  made  an  official  visit  to  every 
Lodge,  save  one,  within  this  jurisdiction,  and  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  I  have  never  found  them  in  a  more  healthy,  pros- 
perous condition,  or  their  work  more  uniform  and  excellent 
than  at  the  present  time. 

Circumstances  rendered  it  exceedingly  inconvenient  for  me 
to  visit  Union  Lodge,  Nantucket,  and  I  therefore  deputized 
Past  Master  A.  B.  Robinson,  who  kindly  consented  to  dis- 
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charge  the  duty  for  me,  and  from  whom  I  learn  that  its  for- 
mer prosperity  and  good  reputation  for  excellence  of  work 
are  not  impaired. 

There  has  evidently  been  more  than  usual  interest  taken  by 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  several  Lodges  in  the  Fif- 
teenth District  in  perfecting  themselves  in  the  exact  work,  as 
prescribed  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  One  or  two  in  particular, 
who  have  been  somewhat  imperfect  in  this  respect,  —  one 
greatly  so,  —  now  rank  among  the  best  working  Lodges  in 
the  District.  James  Otis  Lodge,  Barnstable,  and  Adam's 
Lodge,  Wellfleet,  chartered  the  past  year,  are  doing  exceed- 
ingly well.  The  officers  are  well  instructed  in  the  Ritual, 
the  members  actively  alive  to  the  interests  of  Masonry,  and 
the  Lodges  promise  to  be  very  successful.  I  make  the  fol- 
lowing exhibit :  — 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Initiate*. 

 6  . 

.  109 

 21  . 

.  168 

 6  . 

.  167 

 0  . 

.  70 

 8  . 

.  142 

 8  . 

.  46 

 20  . 

.  141 

 11  . 

.  80 

.  58 

88 

916 

In  my  official  visits,  I  would  say  I  was  everywhere  most 
kindly  and  cordially  received  and  welcomed,  both  in  my  offi- 
cial capacity  and  as  a  brother  among  brothers,  for  which  I 
acknowledge  my  gratitude. 

You  will  also  please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  kindly 
i-ivor  in  twice  conferring  upon  me  the  honor  of  an  appoint- 
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meat  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  wishing  you  an 
abundant  reward  for  the  many  and  arduous  labors  performed, 
interest  felt,  trials  and  perplexities  endured  in  behalf  of  our 
beloved  Institution  the  past  year,  and  that  you  may  live  a 
long  and  prosperous  life, 

I  am  yours,  respectfully  and  fraternally, 

R.  S.  POPE, 

4        D.D.G.M.  Fifteenth  Masonic  District. 


SIXTEENTH  -DISTRICT. 

To  Chables  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  Having  been  honored  by  you 
with  the  appointment  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for 
the  Sixteenth  Masonic  District,  I  have  endeavored  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  office  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  I 
have  visited  the  Lodges  comprising  the  District  one  or  more 
times,  as  convenience  or  occasion  have  required,  and  am 
pleased  to  report  that  all  are  working  in  harmony,  and  enjoy- 
ing prosperity. 

Old  Colony  Lodge,  Hingham,  still  maintains  its  reputa- 
tion as  a  model  working  Lodge ;  its  Records  are  very  neatly 
and  correctly  kept,  and  the  officers  are  very  earnest  in  their 
endeavors  to  have  the  members  well  versed  in  the  Ritual. 

Fellowship  Lodge,  Bridgewater,  is  the  only  Lodge  in  the 

District  chartered  previous  to  the  anti-masonic  crusade  in 

23 
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1830-31  that  did  not  return  its  Charter  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 
work  on  the  occasion  of  my  official  visit,  but  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  P.G.  Master  Coolidge,  who  was  pres- 
ent, and  installed  the  officers  of  the  Lodge  for  -the  ensuing 
year.  I  was  pleased  to  see  quite  a  number  of  the  aged 
members  present,  and  taking  an  active  part  in  the  business 
of  the  Lodge.  But  two  were  initiated  during  tKe  year, 
although  quite  a  number  of  applicants  were  rejected,  which 
I  was  informed  was  to  the  satisfaction  of  the.  Lodge. 
Quality  is  better  than  quantity. 

Rural  Lodge,  Quincy,  is  prospering  finely.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  my  visit,  they  met  for  the  last  time  in  the  hall  which 
they  have  occupied  for  several  years.  Their  next  Cmmu- 
nication  is  to  be  held  in  a  new  hall,  which  has  been  built 
and  fitted  up  expressly  for  their  use.  The  work  of  the 
Lodge  was  well  done,  and  the  Records  correct. 

Corner  Stone  Lodge,  Duxbury,  has  initiated  fourteen; 
present  number  of  members,  forty-eight.  On  the  night  of 
my  visit,  I  installed  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
consequently  was  unable  to  see  the  work  in  full ;  but  that 
which  I  did  witness,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  its  officers, 
assures  me  that  the  interests  of  the  Lodge  will  be  well 
cared  for. 

Norfolk  Union  Lodge,  Randolph,  is  doing  well  in  its  new 
hall,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  District.  This  Lodge  has 
efficient  officers  and  reliable  members. 

Orphans'  Hope  Lodge,  Weymouth,  still  retains  its  repu- 
tation for  correct  work,  and  for  its  cultivation  of  the  genu- 
ine principles  of  our  Order.    Its  Records  are  such  as  might 
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be  expected  from  a  Secretary  who  has  been  the  unanimous 
choice  of  his  Lodge  for  eleven  consecutive  years. 

Plymouth  Lodge,  Plymouth,  which  a  few  years  ago  was 
dependent  upon  the  exertions  of  a  few  persevering  broth- 
ers for  its  existence,  is  now  doing  finely.  It  has  a  good 
hall,  well  furnished,  officers  who  are  prompt  in  their,  duties, 
and  its  meetings  are  well  attended. 

Paul  Revere  Lodge,  North  Bridgewater.  It  was  my 
good  fortune  to  visit  this  Lodge  on  the  occasion  of  their 
first  meeting  in  a  new  hall,  which  is  the  largest  in  the  Dis- 
trict devoted  to  masonic  purposes.  It  is  fitted  up  in  the 
most  thorough  manner,  and  located  in  the  centre  of  a  thriv- 
ing town.    They  are  doing  much  work,  and  doing  it  well. 

John  Cutler  Lodge,  Abington,  has  initiated  twenty-four, 
being  the  largest  number  of  any  Lodge  in  the  District. 
The  evening  of  my  visitation,  the  Third  Degree  was  conferred 
by  the  officers  who  occupied  their  positions  for  the  second 
time,  having  been  installed  a  few  evenings  previous.  It  was 
impressive  and  correct;  showing  a  proficiency  seldom  ob- 
tained by  those  who  have  not  had  large  experience. 

Konnohasset  Lodge,  Cohasset,  although  the  youngest 
Lodge, '  is  second  to  none  in  its  allegiance  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  More  of  the  members  of  this  Lodge  have  re- 
sponded to  the  order  of  last  March,  by  paying  for  the  full 
term,  than  in  all  of  the  other  Lodges  in  the  District.  In 
this  Lodge,  as  in  Old  Colony,  a  candidate  is  required  to.  be 
proficient  in  each  degree  taken  before  being  advanced  to 
another. 

I  annex  the  accompanying  table :  — 
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In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  thank  the  Lodges  of  the 
teenth  Masonic  District  for  the  very  cordial  and  frat 
manner  in  which,  as  your  representative,  I  have  bee: 
ceived.  Every  courtesy  that  could  be  desired  has  been  i 
me. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  the  appointments 

I  remain  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 
Z.  L,  BICKNELI 

D.D.G.M,  Sixteenth  Masonic  J 


REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  FOR  CH 

To  CHARLES  C.  Dame,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the.  Grand  Lodge  t 

aachusetU. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  - — ■  I  again  go  through  the 
of  reporting  from  the  District  of  China,  —  a  form 
cause  I  have  but  one  Lodge  under  my  jurisdictic 
which  I  am  myself  a  member.    But  I  have  thought 
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sirable  to  make  a  Report,  if  only  to  assure  you  that  we,  in 
this  distant  country,  are  still  mindful  of  our  allegiance  to  the 
M.W.  Grand  Lodge,  and  anxious  to  be  remembered  in  the 
enumeration  of  her  children. 

We  regretted,  extremely,  that  we  were  not  represented, 
even  by  proxy,*  in  the  late  glorious  celebration  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Masonic  Temple ;  but,  though  absent  in  the 
flesh,  we  were  present  in  the  spirit.  In  this  connection,  I 
have  seen  it  stated  that  an  additional  fee  or  tax  has  been 
levied  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  Temple  from  debt ;  but, 
as  I  have  not  been 'officially  informed  of  any  such  action  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  of  course  I  can  take  no  action  ;  but  I  feel 
confident  that  such. a  demand,  when  duly  made,  will  be 
promptly  and  cheerfully  responded  to.  I  presume  that 
in  due  time  I  shall  be  fully  informed,  especially  as  to 
whether  it  is  a  tax  upon  the  Lodge,  or  upon  the  members 
personally. 

Of  course,  our  Lodge  "  Returns  n  cannot  go  home  before 
the  end  of  the  masonic  year ;  but,  in  order  that  we  might  be 
heard  from  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  December,  I  made  a 
a  formal  visit  to  the  Lodge  (Ancient  Landmark)  at  its 
stated  meeting  for  this  month  (September)  ;  and  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  I  found  that  its  Records  are  very  neatly  and  cor- 
rectly kept  by  the  very  able  and  zealous  Secretary,  Br* 
lobes. 

That  the  utmost  harmony  prevails  in  the  Lodge,  I  know, 

« 

from  and  through  my  constant  intercourse  with  it. 

That  the  work,  in  some  particulars,  is  not  quite  up  to  the 


*  This  Lodge  was  represented  by  its  proxy,  and  also  by  its  Past  Master 
Hill. 
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high  standard  fixed  by  W.  Br.  Hill,  is  quite  true ;  but  that 
it  is  still  far  superior  to  that  of  any  other  Lodge  here  is,  I 
think,  also  true ;  and  as  traditions  of  its  former  excellence 
are  still  cherished  in  the  Lodge,  there  is  little  danger  of  any 
permanent  deterioration  in  this  respect. 

The  Lodge  meetings  have  been  very  fully  attended,  and 
the  number  of  visitors  indicates  a  general  interest  in  its 
work. 

I  have  granted  five  Dispensations  for  conferring  degrees 
out  of  time,  but  all  of  them  under  peculiar  circumstances, 
and  with  the  express  condition  that  the  candidates  should 
pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  previous  degrees ;  and 
this  condition  has,  I  am  confident,  been  fully  and  in  good 
faith  complied  with  in  every  case.  No  Dispensation  has 
been  granted  for  conferring  more  than  one  degree  upon  the 
same  candidate  at  the  same  meeting. 

I  have,  somewhat  reluctantly,  granted  two  Dispensations 
for  funeral  processions ;  but  I  have  every  reason  for  believing 
that  the  processions  and  funerals  were  conducted  in  a  very 
quiet  and  creditable  manner. 

The  Returns  will,  in  due  time,  show  the  amount  of  work 
done.  At  present  I  can  only  say  that  the  Lodge  has  had 
more  work  than  it  could  do  at  its  stated  meetings,  and  has 
consequently  held  several  special  or  emergency  meetings. 

Trusting  that  we  shall  merit  and  secure  a  continuance  of 
the  favor  heretofore  so  kindly  shown  us  by  the  M .W.  Grand 
Lodge,  I  remain,  M.W.  Sir, 

Truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

T.  B.  EAMES, 

DD.G.M.  far  China 

Shanghai,  Sept.  21,  1867. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Initiate! 

District  No.  1    2,362    800 

District  No.  2   1,271   150 

District  No.  3    1,206    149 

District  No.  4   1,021  .....  120 

District  No.  5   1,031   133 

District  No.  6   1,158   185 

District  No.  7   926    99 

District  No.  8    727    102 

District  No.  9    755    80 

District  No.  10    1,080    225 

District  No.  11   1,017   182 

District  No.  12    758    Ill 

District  No.  13    870    122 

District  No.  14    1,086    125 

District  No.  15   916   88 

District  No.  16    1,008    114 


Total   17,186    2,285 


LIST  OF  LODGES. 
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LIST  OF  LODGES 


UNDER  THE  JURISDICTION  OF 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


ACCORDING  TO  DISTRICTS. 


District  No.  I.  (Boston.) 
R.W.  JAMES  A.  FOX,  OF  BOSTON,  D.D.G.M. 


St.  John's,  Boston  (1733). 
St.  Andrews,  Boston  (1766). 
Massachusetts,  Boston  (1770).  , 
Columbian,  Boston  (1796). 
Mount  Lebanon,  Boston  (1801). 
Mount  Tabor,  East  Boston  (1846). 
Baalbec,  East  Boston  (1853). 
German  i a,  Boston  (1856). 


Winslow  Lewis,  Boston  (1866). 
Revere,  Boston  (1856). 
Joseph  Warren,  Boston  (1857). 
Hammatt,  East  Boston  (1860). 
Aberdour,  Boston  (1861). 
Eleusis,  Boston  (1865). 
Zetland,  Boston  (u.d.). 


District  No.  II.  (Charlestown.) 
R.W.  TRACY  P  CHEEVER,  OF  CHELSEA,  D.D.G.M. 


Kino  Solomon,  Charlestown  (1783). 
Mount  Carmel,  Lynn  (1805). 
Star  of  Bethlehem, Chelsea  (1843). 
Mount  Hermon,  Medford  (1854). 
Wyoming,  Melrose  (1867). 


Mount  Vernon,  Maiden  (1858). 
Henry  Price,  Charlestown  (1859). 
Golden  Fleece,  Lynn  (1865). 
William  Sutton,  Saugns  (1867). 
Robert  Lash,  Chelsea  (1867). 
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District  No. 

R.W.  CEPHAS  BRIGHAM, 

Middlesex,  Framingham  (1795.) 
Washington,  Roxbury  (1797). 
Union,  Dorchester  (1796). 
Meridian,  Natick  (1797). 
Bethesda,  Brighton  (1819). 
St.  Pauls,  South  Boston  (1847). 


111.  (Roxbury.) 

OF  AUBURNDALE,  D.D.G.M. 

Gate  of  the  Temple,  South  Boston 
(1856). 

Dalhousie,  Newtonrille  (1861). 
Lafayette,  Roxbury  (1861). 
Adelphi,  South  Boston  (1866). 
Eliot,  West  Roxbury  (1867). 


District  No.  IV.  (Cambridge.) 
R.W.  HENRY  ENDICOTT,  OF  CAMBRIDGEPORT,  D.D.G.M. 


Cobinthian,  Concord  (1797). 
Hiram,  Arlington  (1797). 
Amicable,  Cambridgeport  (1805). 
Monitor,  Waltham  (1820). 
Putnam,  East  Cambridge  (1854.) 
Pbquossette,  Watertown  (1857.) 


John  Abbot,  Somerville  (1858). 
Mt.  Olitet,  Old  Cambridge  (1864). 
Belmont,  Belmont  (1865). 
Isaac  Parker,  Waltham  (u.d.). 
Mizfah,  Cambridge  (u.d.). 


District  No. 

R.W.  GEORGE  A.  PEIRSi 

Philanthropic,  Marblehead  (1760). 
Ttrian,  Gloucester  (1770). 
Essex,  Salem  (1779). 
Jordan,  South  Dan  vers  (1808). 
Liberty,  Beverly  (1824). 


V.  (Salem.) 

>N,  OF  SALEM,  D.D.G.M. 

Ashler,  Rockport  (1852). 
Amity,  Danvers  (1868). 
Starr  King,  Salem  (1865). 
John  T.  Heard,  Ipswich  (1865). 
Acacia,  Gloucester  (1866). 


District  No.  VI.  (Newburyport.) 
R.W.  LEMUEL  A.  BISHOP,  OF  LAWRENCE,  D.D.G.M. 


St.  John's  Newburyport  (1766). 
Merrimac,  Haverhill  (1802). 
St.  Mark's,  Newburyport  (1808). 
Warren,  Amesbury  (1822). 
St.  Matthew's,  Andover  (1822).  j 


Grecian,  Lawrence  (1825). 
John  Hancock,  Methuen  (1860). 
Tuscan  Lawrence  (1868). 
Saooahbw,  Haverhill  (1865). 
j  Charles  C.  Dame,  Georgefn  (1867). 
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District  No.  VII.  (Lowell.) 
R.W.  CHARLES  KIMBALL,  OF  LOWELL,  D.D.G.M. 


St.  Paul's,  Groton  (1797). 
Aurora,  Fitchburg  (1801). 
Pbntucket,  Lowell  (1807). 
Ancient  York,  Lowell  (1853). 
Mount  Horbb,  Woburn  (1865). 


Caleb  Butler,  Groton  June.  (1859). 
Wm.  Parkman,  Winchester  (1866). 
Chas.  W.  Moore,  Fitchburg  (1866). 
Kilwinning,  Lowell  (1867). 
William  North,  Lowell  (uj>.). 


District  No.  VIII.  (Greenfield.) 

R.W.  ITHAMAR  F.  CONKEY,  OF  AMHERST,  D.D.G.M. 

Republican,  Greenfield  (1795).  Orange,  Orange  (I860). 

Harmony,  Northfield  (1796).  Hope,  Gardner,  (1866). 

Pacific,  Amherst  (1801).  Star,  Athol  (1865). 

Mountain,  Shelburne  Falls  (1806).  j  Artisan,  Winchenden  (1866). 

Bethel,  Enfield  (1825).  I 


District  No.  EX.  (Potsfield.) 
R.W.  HENRY  CHICKERING,  OF  PITTSFIELD,  D.D.G.M. 


Evening  Star,  Lee  (1796). 
Cincinnatus,  G.  Barrington  (1796). 
Lafayette,  North  Adams  (1796). 
Wisdom,  West  Stockbridge  (1803). 


Mystic,  Pittsfield  (1810). 
Mount  Moriah,  Westfleld  (1856). 
Berkshire,  South  Adams  (1858). 
Huntington,  Huntington  (1867). 


District  No. 

R.W.  DAVID  W.  CRAFTS, 

Thomas,  Palmer  (1796). 
Jerusalem,  Northampton  (1797). 
Hampden,  Springfield  (1817). 
Chicopeb,  Cbicopee  (1848). 
Mount  Tom,  Holyoke  (1850). 
Quaboag,  Warren  (1859). 


X.  (Springfield.) 

OF  NORTHAMPTON,  D.D.G.M. 

j  Day  Spring,  Monson  (1863). 
|  Hayden,  Brookfield  (1863). 

Roswell  Lee,  Springfield  (1863). 
I  Eden,  Ware  (1865). 

Ionic,  East  Hampton  (u.d.). 
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District  No.  XI.  (Worcester.) 

R.W.  A.  A.  BURDITT,  OF  CLINTON,  D.D.G.M. 

Morning  Star,  Worcester  (1793).    I  Wilder,  Leominster  (1860.) 
Mount  Zion,  Barre  (1800).  I  Doric,  Hudson  (1864). 

Trinity,  Clinton  (1868).  I  North  Star,  Ashland  (1866). 

Mont  acute,  Worcester  (1869).  '  Athelstane,  Worcester  (1866). 
United  Brethren, Marlboro') [I860).  I  St.  Bernard,  Southboro*  (u.d.). 
Quinebaug,  Southbridge  (1860).  ' 


District  No.  XII.  (Milpord.) 
R.W.  HENRY  C.  SKINNER,  OF  MILFORD,  D.D.G.M. 


Montgomery,  Milford  (1797). 
Olive  Branch,  Sutton  (1797). 
Solomon's  Templb,Ux  bridge  (1818). 
Franklin,  Grafton  (1862.) 
Blackstonb   River,  Blackstone 
(1866.) 


Webster,  Webster  (1869). 
Oxford,  Oxford  (1860).  • 
John  Warren,  Hopkinton  (1861). 
Mount  Hollis,  Holliston  (1866). 
Siloam,  Westboro'  (1867). 
Excelsior,  Franklin  (1867). 


District  No.  XIII.  (Taunton.) 
R.W.  J.  MASON  EVERETT,  OF  CANTON,  D.D.G.M. 


Bristol,  Attleboro'  (1797). 
King  David,  Taunton  '(1798). 
Rising  Star,  Stoughton  (1799). 
St.  Albany,  Foxboro'  (1818). 
Orient,  South  Dedham  (1862). 
Blue  Hill,  Canton  (1864). 


St.  Jambs,  Mansfield  (1866). 
Alfred  Baylies,  Taunton  (1866). 
Hyde  Park,  Hyde  Park  (1866). 
Ionic,  Taunton  (1867). 
Paul  Dean,  N.  Easton  (u.d.). 


District  No.  XIV.  (New  Bedford). 

R.W.  ROBERT  C.  BROWN,  OF  FALL  RIVER,  D.D.G.M. 

Marine,  Falmouth  (1798).  1  Pythagorian,  Marion  (1863). 

Star  in  the  East,  New  Bedford  |  Pioneer,  Somerset  (1864). 

(1828).  Mayflower,  Middleboro' (1866). 

Mount  Hope,  Fall  River  (1824).      I  King  Philip,  Fall  River,  (1866). 

Eureka,  New  Bedford  (1868).         I  Oriental,  Edgartown  (1867). 
Martha's  Vine  YARD,Tisbury( 1860). ' 
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District  No.  XV.  (Barnstable.) 


R.  W.  JOSEPH  K.  BAKER,  Jr.,  OF  DENNISPGRT,  D.D.G.M. 


Union,  Nantucket  (1771). 
King  Hiram,  ProYmeetown  (1796). 
Fraternal,  Hyannis  (1801). 
Social  Harmony,  Ware  ham  ( 1823). 
Mt.  Horeb,  West  Harwich  (1855). 


De  Witt  Cljnton,  Sandwich (1856). 
Pilars  w,  South  Harwich  (1860). 
James  Otis,  Barnstable  (1866). 
Adams,  Welliieet  (1866). 


District  No.  XVI,  (Plymouth.) 
R.W.  Z.  L.  BICKNELL,  OF  WEYMOUTH,  D.D.M.G. 


Old  Colony,  Hinghara  (1702). 
Fellowship,  Bridgewater  (1797). 
Rural,  Quincy  (1801). 
Corner  Stone,  Dux  bury  (1803). 
Norfolk  Union,  Randolph  (1819), 
Orphan's  Hope,  Weymouth  ( 1825}, 


Plymouth,  Plymouth  (1826). 
Paul  Revere,  North  Bridge  water 
(1857). 

John  Cutler,  Abington  (18*j0). 
KoNO»A3SETTt  Coliassett  (1866). 


GEORGE  H>  KENDALL,  DEPUTY  FOR  CHILI,  S.A. 

Bethesda,  Valparaiso,  South  Arac- 1  Hiram  of  Cofiafo,  Copiapo,  Chili, 
rica  (1854).  S.A.  (1858). 


T.  B.  EAMES,  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  FOR  CHINA, 
Ancient  Landmark  op  Hong  Que,  Shanghai  {1804). 


RICHARD  H.  HARTLEY,  Lima,  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  FOR 
PERU. 

J.  L.  Hutchinson  Lodge,    *  At  Arica, 


COLOMBIA.— Isthmus  Loi>gl,  at  Panama. 
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RICHARD  S.  SPOFFORD,  M.D   6854. 

WILLIAM  C.  PLUNKETT  .    5856. 

BRADFORD  L.  WALES,  M.D   6867. 

HENRY  GODDARD     ...»   6858. 

LORENZO  H.  GAMWELL   6869. 

JOEL  SPALDING,  M.D   6860. 

WILLIAM  NORTH   6861. 

HENRY  CHICKERING   6862. 

WILLIAM  W.  BAKER   6868. 

WILLIAM  S.  GARDNER   5864. 
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JOHN  H.  SHEPPARD   5857. 

ISAAC  HULL  WRIGHT   5868. 

CHARLES  ROBBINS   6859. 

PETEfc  C.  JONES   6862. 

DANIEL  REYNOLDS   6863. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 


OF 

THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 
March  11,  A.L.  5868. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts  was  held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Boston, 
Wednesday,  March  11,  A.L.  5868. 

PRESENT  * 

M.W.  Charles  C.  Dame 

R.W.  Charles  W.  Moore.  

R.W.  William  F.  Salmon 

R.W.  George  H.  Taber  

R.W.  John,  MoClellan  

R.W.  Solon  Thornton  

W.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmun,  1 
W.  Rev.  John  P.  Robinson,  S 

W.  William  D.  Stbatton  

W.  Arthur  Chbnbt   

W.  Benjamin  Lewis  

W.  Edward  Stearns,  \ 

W.  Henry  P.  Perkins,  >  

W.  Joshua  A.  Stearns,  ) 
W.  Charles  J.  F.  Sherman,  \ 
W.  William  Wright,  S  '   '  ' 

W.  Ivory  H.  Pope  

Br.  Howard  M.  Dow  

Br.  Ebrw  F.  Gay  

2 


Grand  Master. 
Deputy  Grand  Master. 
Senior  Grand  Warden. 
Junior  Grand  Warden. 
Grand  Treasurer. 
Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chaplains. 

Grand  Marshal. 
Grand  Sword-Bearer. 
Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Grand  Stewards. 

Grand  Pursuivants. 

Grand  Lecturer. 
Grand  Organist. 
Grand  Tyler. 
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District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


R.W.  James  A.  Fox   District  No.  1. 

R.W.  Tract  P  Cheever   District  No.  2. 

R.W.  George  H.  Peirson   District  No.  6. 

R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop   District  No.  6. 

R.W.  Charles  W.  Kimball   District  No.  7. 

R.W.  Ithamar  F.  Conkey   District  No.  8. 

R.W.  Henry  Chickerino   District  No.  9. 

R.W.  A.  A.  Burditt   District  No.  11. 

R.W.  Henry  C.  Skinner   District  No.  12. 

R.W.  J.  Mason  Everett   District  No.  18. 

R.W.  Robert  C.  Brown   District  No.  14. 

R.W.  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr.   District  No.  16. 

R.W.  Z.  L.  Bicknell   .   .  District  No  16 


Permanent  Members. 

R.W.  Simon  W.  Robinson  .  . 
R.W.  Winblow  Lewis,  M.D.  . 
R.W.  William  D.  Coolidge 
R.W.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  D.D.  . 
R.W.  George  W.  Warren  .  . 
R.W.  Marshall  P.  Wilder  .  . 
R.W.  Thomas  Tolman  .... 
R.W.  Bradford  L.  Wales,  M.I). 
R.W.  Joel  Spaulding.  M.D.  .  . 
R.W.  William  North  .... 
R.W.  William  W.  Baker  .  .  . 
R.W.  William  S.  Gardner  .  . 
R.W.  William  Sutton  .... 
R.W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver  .  .  . 
R.W.  John  H.  Sheppard  .  .  . 
R.W.  Isaac  Hull  Wright  .  . 
R.W.  Wyzeman  Marshall    .  . 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  two 
o'clock,  p.m.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Senior  Grand 
Chaplain,  W.  Br.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmun.  The  record  of 
the  last  communication  was  read. 

R.W.  Br.  William  F.  Salmon  was  recognized  as  Proxy 
for  Ancient  Landmark  Lodge,  Shanghai,  China;   W.  Br. 


Past  Grand  Master. 

it  »  it 

»t  »i  it 

Past  Deputy  Grand  Master 

i>  »         »  »» 

»>  »»         t*  »» 

Past  Grand  Warden. 

II  it  it 

it  »t  It 

II  II  I* 

It  It  *> 

II  »»  II 

II  II  II 

II  II  >l 

II  II  It 

II  II  It 

If  II  It 
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\  Toll  nan  for  Rising  Star  Lodge,  Stoughton ; 
liael  J ,  Doak  for  Philanthropic  Lodge  of  Marble- 


ring  Petitions  for  Charters  were  received  : — 


ZETLAND  LODGE. 

Boston,  March  11,  1868. 
rshipftti  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
iigtied  having  been  working  under  Dispensation  since 
i  7,  by  the  name  of  Zetland  Lodge,  hereby  submit  our 
By-Laws  for  approval  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge, 
illy  petition  for  a  Charter  and  to  be  constituted  a 
e  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

John  W.  Dadmuh.  M.  M.  Fuller. 

A.  F.  Chapman.  W.  F.  Robinson. 

John  F.  Abbot.  John  H.  Chester. 

William  H.  Sampson.  Peter  Ripley. 

J-  McIntire.  Stephen  D.  Hilbern. 

T.  M.  Jackson.  Theodore  B.  Hapgood. 

George  R.  Rogers.  N.  Hamilton. 

Web  ton  Lewis.  Robert  H.  Carlton. 

Arthur  Cheney.  Timothy  W.  Ray. 

J.  X.  M.  Clough.  Samuel  Ford. 

H.  W.  Vinal.  E.  W.  Hastings. 

\V  (lliam  Pratt,  Jr.  Charles  H.  Almy. 

A,  K.  Coolidge.  George  S.  Noyes. 

Asa  H.  Caton.  Thomas  Waterman,  Jr. 

C.  E.  Bosworth.  George  S.  Bryant. 

Hr.  L.  Bonnet.  Edward  H.  Barton. 
P.  E.  Y)olliver. 


ISAAC  PARKER  LODGE. 

Waltham,  March  11,  A.L.  6868. 
vrahipjul  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 
o  sat  ion  granted  the  undersigned,  April  23,  A.L  5867, 
ilge  in  the  town  of  Waltham  in  this  Commonwealth, 
of  Isaac  Parker  Lodge,  having  expired,  the  Records 
s  are  lie  re  with  submitted,  and  we  would  respectfully 
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request  that  a  Charter  may  be  issued  and  the  Lodge  regularly 


constituted. 


Ambrose  Webster. 
Henry  N.  Fisher. 
Charles  Moore. 
John  Harris. 
William  H.  Graves. 
Laroy  Browne. 
Francis  P.  Pratt. 
John  E.  Whitcomb. 

Charles 


Edward  B.  Bailey. 
Leonard  Greene. 
Martin  Thomas. 
Charles  S.  Burnham. 
James  P.  Kidder. 
Joseph  Harding. 
Chauncy  Hartwbll. 
Francis  H.  Eaton. 
H.  Mann. 


WILLIAM  NORTH  LODGE.  ' 

Lowell,  March  11,  1868. 
To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

The  undersigned  petitioners,  being  Ancient,  Free,  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons  and  members  of  William  North  Lodge,  under  Dis- 
pensation, herewith  submit  a  statement  of  their  doings  during  the 
year  of  dispensation,  and  pray  that  a  Charter  of  Constitution  be 
granted  them,  to  empower  them  to  assemble  as  a  legal  Lodge  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  Masonry,  in  a  regular  and  constitutional 
manner  according  to  the  original  forms  of  the  Order  and  the 
regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 


Hiram  N.  Hall. 
Theodore  Adams. 
At  will  F.  Wright. 
George  F.  Scribner. 
Henrt  B.  Fibre. 
Alonzo  K.  Lynch. 
Albert  F.  Nichols. 
Lorin  Aldrich. 
C.  E.  A.  Bartlett. 
J.  J.  C.  Browne. 
A.  C.  Persons. 
Weare  Clifford. 
George  E.  Pinkham. 
J.  A.  Richardson. 
Samuel  Hyde. 
J.  C.  Woodward. 
Edwin  Lamson. 
£.  A.  Thissel. 
J.  C  Hall. 


John  C.  Blood. 
William  Walker. 
Milo  G.  Hallett. 
Charles  R.  Kimball. 
O.  A.  Brigham. 
Jambs  D.  Foote. 
Irvin  A.  Foote. 
Merrill  S.  Wright. 
John  W.  Abbott. 
Jonathan  Rice. 
C.  R.  Caswell. 
A.  Y.  Caswell. 
H.  B.  Bacon. 
A.  B.  Wright. 
James  Dean. 
Luther  Richards. 
Daniel  W.  Hornb. 
Crawford  Burnham. 
Alden  I.  GlFFORD. 
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PAUL  DEAN  LODGE. 

Easton,  March  11,  1868. 

To  the  Most  Worshipfid  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free,  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

We  the  undersigned  Master  Masons,  members  of  Paul  Dean 
Lodge  having  worked  the  past  year  under  a  Dispensation,  here- 
with make  return  of  the  same  together  with  an  attested  transcript 
of  all  our  proceedings  and  of  the  By-Laws  adopted  by  us,  and 
pray  that  a  Charter  may  be  issued  and  our  Lodge  regularly 'con- 
stituted. 

George  B.  Cogswell. 
Alfred  Pratt. 
Leavitt  L.  Berrt. 
Edward  R.  Hatward. 
George  Brett. 
Lewis  H.  Smith. 
William  F.  Baldwin. 
Daniel  W.  Burrell. 
George  Barrows. 
John  B.  King. 
Lucibn  Bonnet. 
William  H.  Frost. 


Benj.  G.  Blaibdbll. 
Geo.  G.  Withinoton. 
Francis  Tilden. 
Hiram  A.  Monk. 
Nath.  H.  Talbot. 
Elijah  P.  Spooner. 
Richard  P.  Waite. 
N.  B.  Dana. 
John  A.  Lynch. 
Martin  W.  Ripley. 
Leonard  Seleb. 
Nath.  B.  Phillips. 


The  above  Petitions  were  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  Wil- 
liam S.  Gardner,  William  D.  Coolidge,  and  Winslow  Lewis. 

The  roll  of  Lodges  was  called  and  the  following  found  to 
be  represented : — 


St.  John's  (Boston). 

St.  Andrew's. 

Columbian. 

Mount  Lebanon. 

Baalbec. 

King  Solomon's. 

Star  of  Bethlehem. 

Mount  Hermon. 

Middlesex. 

Washington. 

Union. 

Meridian. 


Bethesda. 

St.  Paul's. 

Corinthian. 

Amicable. 

Monitor. 

Putnam. 

Philanthropic. 

Ttrian. 

Essex. 

Jordan. 

Merrimac. 

St.  Mark's. 


Pentucket. 
Ancient  Tore. 
Mt.  Horeb  (Woburn). 
Winslow  Lewis. 
Joseph  Warren. 
Hammatt. 
Golden  Fleece. 
Robert  Lash. 
Lafayette. 
Pequobsette. 
Mount  Olivet. 
Amitt. 
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OTAJIa  I\.1NU. 

Solomon *b  Temple. 

Doric. 

(JOHN   1 .  HEARD. 

Bristol. 

Athelstan  e  . 

Acacia. 

King  David. 

Taitv  ^X^Avmw 
ilOHM  TVARRKri. 

K  f  6fV/^                A  Ti 

XVIBINli  OTAK. 

JuUUNT  £1.1)  1*1*1 0. 

Saggahbw. 

St.  Alb  an  *s. 

St.  James. 

Charles  C.  Dame. 

Orient. 

Alfred  Baylies. 

William  Parkman. 

Star  in  the  East. 

Hyde  Park. 

Kilwinning. 

Mount  Hope. 

Ionic. 

XI  OPE. 

Eureka. 

x  ITIlAuUJilAn . 

MftlTNT    \f  OPT  A  U 

Fratrmnat. 

PlONEERi 

Thomas. 

Mount  Horeb  (West 

De  Witt  Clinton. 

Rami'den. 

Harwich). 

Pilgrim. 

Chicopee. 

Old  Colony. 

James  Otis. 

Trinity. 

Rural. 

Plymouth. 

Montacute. 

Norfolk  Union. 

Paul  Reyere. 

United  Brethren. 

Orphan's  Hope. 

John  Cutler. 

Montgomery. 

Roswell  Lee. 

Ancient  Landmark 

Oliye  Branch. 

Wilder. 

of  Hong  Que. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  announced  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
that  R.W.  Br.  John  T.  Heard,  who  was  chosen  a  Director 
at  the  last  Annual  Communication  had  declined  to  accept  the 
office,  when,  on  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore,  it 
was  voted  to  proceed  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors caused  by  the  declination  of  R.W.  Br.  Heard. 

R.W.  Brothers  William  W.  Baker,  Joel  Spalding,  and 
A.  A.  Burditt  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort, 
and  count  the  votes.  The  result  of  the  election  was  the 
choice  of  W.  Br.  Warren  Fisher,  Jr. 

The  Committee  on  the  Grand  Master's  Address  was  granted 
further  time. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Zet- 
land Lodge  for  a  Charter,  reported  as  follows  :  — 

ZETLAND  LODGE. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  March  11,  1868. 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  certain 
Brethren  of  Boston,  praying  for  a  Charter  under  the  name  of 
Zetland  Lodge,  respectfully  report,  — 
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That  they  have  examined  the  Record  of  the  Petitioners  while 
under  Dispensation,  and  the  By-Laws  presented  for  approval. 

The  records  are  neatly  and  accurately  kept  with  one  exception. 
The  Secretary  has  neglected  to  enter  upon  the  Record  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Lodge/  A  Record  of  a  Masonic  Lodge  cannot  be 
complete  without  it  shows  the  names  of  the  several  brethren 
occupying  the  various  offices.  The  Grand  Lodge  has  already  de- 
cided this  question  within  the  last  few  years,  more  than  once. 

In  former  times  it  was  the  custom  to  record  the  names  of  all 
present,  members  and  visitors ;  and  such  is  still  the  custom  in 
many  Lodges  especially  those  of  limited  membership.  The  very 
large  number  of  members  and  visitors,  especially  in  the  cities, 
has  made  it  necessary  to  relax  this  old  rule-  But  the  necessity 
of  recording  the  name  of  each  officer  present,  and  of  the  occupant 
of  each  official  station  pr<htempore^  still  exists. 

The  By-Laws  have  been  amended  in  one  or  two  sections.  The 
appointing  power  of  the  Worshipful  Master  cannot  be  divided 
with  the  Wardens,  as  is  contemplated  in  these  regulations.  This 
Grand  Lodge  has  so  decided  frequently  of  late,  and  the  Commit- 
tee have  stricken  out  this  restriction  upon  the  Master's  right. 

The  By-Laws  also  declare  that  "  the  Sentinel  shall  attend  the 
inner  door  under  the  direction  of  the  Senior  Warden." 

The  Worshipful  Master  alone  has  control  of  the  ingress  and 
egress  of  a  brother  after  the  Lodge  is  open. 

The  masonic  method  of  gaining  entrance  to  a  Lodge,  whether  a 
member  or  visitor,  is  for  the  Tyler  to  send  the  name  in  through 
the  Sentinel  or  Deacon,  and  obtain  permission  of  the  Worshipful 
Master  before  permitting  the  brother  to  pass.  This  custom  is 
almost  universal,  and  is  in  abeyance  only  in  some  of  the  large 
cities  where  our  customs  are  sometimes  violated  from  a  supposed 
necessity.  The  Senior  Warden  has  no  control  over  the  door  of 
the  Lodge,  except  when  specially  empowered  by  the  Worshipful 
Master. 

Your  Committee  congratulate  the  brethren  of  Zetland  Lodge 
on  the  honored  name  which  they  have  selected. 


16 


ABSTRACT  OP  PROCEEDINGS  OP 


The  Earl  of  Zetland,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the  United  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  has  added  lustre  and  honor  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
over  which  he  has  presided  so  many  years  with  such  distin- 
guished ability,  and  this  Grand  Lodge  with  pride  attaches  his 
name  to  one  of  her  subordinates,  located  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
where  Masonry  was  first  introdnced  upon  this  Continent  by  the 
warrant  of  one  of  his  predecessors. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  the 
petitioners. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
Winslow  Lewis. 
William  D.  Coqlidge. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Winslow  Lewis  the  report  was 
accepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

WILLI  Of  NORTH  LODGE. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  March  11, 1868. 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  certain 
brethren  of  Lowell,  praying  to  be  chartered  by  the  name  of 
William  North  Lodge,  respectfully  report,  — 

That  they  find  the  Record  of  the  Lodge  while  under  dispensa- 
tion to  have  been  carefully  and  neatly  kept,  and  in  accordance 
with  masonic  usage. 

The  By-Laws  have  been  amended  in  two  particulars,  and  as 
amended  your  Committee  recommend  their  approval. 

They  also  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  as  prayed  for. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

William  D.  Coolidge. 
William  S.  Gardner. 
Winslow  Lewis. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  William  F.  Salmon  the  report 
was  accepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 
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ISAAC  PARKER  LODGE. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  March  11, 1868. 
imittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  certain 
1  Waltham,  praying  for  a  Charter  under  the  name  of 
er  Lodge,  respectfully  report,  — 

y  have  carefully  examined  the  Records  of  the  Lodge 
r  dispensation,  and  the  By-Laws  presented  for  approval. 
Laws  have  been  amended  only  in  two  particulars  by 

littee. 

ords  do  not  show  the  names  of  the  officers  present,  bu  t 
te  that  the  44  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior 
Fn .'ii>mvr,  Secretary,  Senior  and  Junior  Deacons,  and 

re  present. 

mt  iu  ui  i  ordance  with  the  requirements  of  Masonry,  as 
nittee  have  stated  in  another  Report  made  to  the  Grand 

day. 

o  mm  it  tee  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  as 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  D.  Coolidge. 
William  S.  Gardner. 
Winslow  Lewis. 

firm  of  R.W.  Br.  John  McClellan  the  report  was 
nd  the  recommendation  adopted. 

PAUL  DEAN  LODGE. 

*  In  Grand  Lodge,  March  11,  1868. 
n  mi  (tee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  certain 
if  East  on,  praying  to  be  chartered  under  the  name 
eati  Lodge,  respectfully  report,  — 
*y  have  amended  the  By-Laws  presented  for  approval 
parUrulhrs,  and  as  amended  recommend  that  they  be 
yy  the  Grand  Lodge. 

3 
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The  Record  of  the  brethren  while  under  Dispensation  i 
full  and  correct,  and  is  a  model  of  a  proper  Lodge  fecord. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted 
formity  with  the  request  of  the  Petitioners. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gaj 
Winslow  Lewis 
William  B,  Coi 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  James  A.  Fox  the  rep< 
accepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  comma  I 
from  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  complaining  of  the  imti* 
Carroll  Lodge,  at  Freedom,  N.H.,  of  persons  residing 
the  jurisdiction  of  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  made  the  fo 
report :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Boston,  March  II, 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  communicatic 
King  Solomon's  Lodge  representing  that  certain  ind 
residents  of  Charlestown,  have  obtained  the  degrees,  of  1 
sonry  in  another  jurisdiction  than  that  in  which  they  res; 
leave  to  report,  — 

That  whereas  such  a  course  is  subversive  of  all  good  dis 
and  dangerous  to  the  safety  and  best  interests  of  Freeni 
we  do  hereby  recommend  that  the  M.W.  Grand  Ma 
requested  to  communicate  with  the  Grand  Masters  of  othei 
Lodges,  and  request  them  to  unite  with  the  Grand  L 
Massachusetts  in  adopting  such  measures  as  flhall  h 
prevent  such  irregularity,  and  thereby  enhance  the  ssiloiv 
beloved  order. 

C.  Prescott  C 
Wyzkman  Mai 
Jos i a h  A.  Sti 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OP  MASSACHUSETTS.  19 


►tion  of  R.W.  Br.  Window  Lewis,  the  report  was 

waa  offered  by  W.  Br.  Rev.  John  P.  Robinson, 
xrand  Chaplain,  and  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
isettB  was  closed  in  Ample  Form. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 
June  10,  A.L.  6868. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  MA88ACHU8ETTH  was  held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Boston, 
Wednesday,  June  10,  A.L.  5868. 

PRESENT i 

M.W.  Charles  C.  Dame   Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Charles  W.  Moore   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  William  F.  Salmon   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

II.  W.  Wyzkman  Marshall  as   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  John  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  Solon  Thornton   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmon,  1  Grand  (^1^. 
W.  Rev.  John  F.  Robinson,  ) 

W.  William  D.  Stratton   Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Arthur  Cheney   Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

W.  Henry  P  Perkins,  1   Grand  Stewards. 

W.  Josiah  H.  Stearns,  > 

W.  Charles  J.  F.  Sherman   Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.  Ivory  H.  Pope   Grand  Lecturer. 

Br.  Howard  M.  Dow   Grand  Organist. 

Br.  Eben  F.  Gay   Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


R.W.  James  A.  Fox   District  No.  1. 

R.W.  Cephas  Brioham   District  No.  3. 

R.W.  George  H.  Peirson   District  No.  5. 

R.W.  Charles  Kimball   District  No.  7. 

R.W.  Itiiamar  F.  Conkry   District  No.  8. 

R.W.  David  W.  Crafts   District  No.  10. 

R.  W.  A.  A.  Burditt   District  No.  11. 

R.W.  Henry  C.  Skinner   District  No.  12. 

R.W.  J.  Mason  Everett   District  No.  18. 

R.W.  Robert  C.  Brown   District  No.  14. 

R.W.  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr   District  No.  16. 

R.W.  Z.  L.  Bicknbll   District  No.  16. 


fill-;  i Hi  VXD  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
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Permanent  Members. 

W.  ItojiivHON   Past  Grand  Master. 

iw  Lewis,  M.D   „      „  „ 

m  D.  Coolidoe   „      „  „ 

vu  A.  Dame   Past  Deputy  Grand  Manter. 

R.  Paige,  D.D   „ 

H.    Nl.  K  V.  RSON   „  „ 

i  Tolmah  Past  Grand  Warden. 

m  S.  Gardner   „ 

P.  OUVER  

U  BOTTOM   „ 

I.  Wrkjht   „ 

C.  SOSMM    ........  „ 

ud  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  two 
with  prayer  by  W.  Br.  Rev,  John  W.  Dadmun, 
jil  Chaplain.    The  record  of  the  last  Communi- 

•ead, 

feedings  of  Pentucket  Lodge,  against  Br.  Wil- 
ws  were  presented  for  approval  and  referred  to 
William  S.  Gardner,  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr., 

Sioknfll, 

tu  uf  K.  W.  Br.  William  S.  Gardner  the  Com- 
be Gnuid  Master's  Address  was  granted  further 

Charles  Raymond  was  recognized  as  proxy  for 
Lodge,  at  Plymouth,  and  Br.  Levi  Greene  for 
!ge,  at  Clinton. 

ving  Communication  was  received  :  — 

Springfield,  Mass.,  April  22,  1868. 

'wnfiififttl  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

1  Masonic  Bodies  of  this  city,  having  voted  to  cele- 
ining  Anniversary  of  St.  John's  Day,  invite  their 
i  •  broad  to  unite  with  them  on  that  occasion. 


22 


ABSTRACT  OP  PROCEEDINGS  OF 


We  address  you  at  this  time,  extending  the  invitation  to  your 
Body  to  join  with  us  in  the  festivities  of  the  day,  hoping  that  you 
will  accept  and  be  present  with  full  ranks. 

We  pledge  you  a  fraternal  and  cordial  reception. 

You  will  pardon  the  committee  for  urging  that  you  give  the 
subject  early  attention,  and  apprize  us  of  your  determination  on 
or  before  the  first  week  in  June. 

In  your  reply  please  give  us,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  number 
expected  to  be  present,  so  that  we  may  amply  provide  for  all. 
Fraternally  yours. 

George  W.  Bat,  Chairman. 

J.  E.  Cooudge,  Cor.  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Isaac  H.  Wright,  R.W.  Brothers 
Isaac  H.  Wright,  Sereno  D.  Nickereon,  and  Abraham  A. 
Dame,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Lodges  located  in  the  former  city  of  Box- 
bury  and  their  relations  to  the  Lodges  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
by  the  annexation  of  Boxbury  to  Boston. 

R.W.  Br.  William  S.  Gardner,  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  proceedings  of  Pentucket  Lodge  in 
the  case  of  William  Matthews,  of  Lowell,  made  the  following 
Report :  — 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Proceedings  of  Pen- 
tucket Lodge  upon  the  expulsion  of  William  Matthews  of  Lowell, 
respectfully  report,  — 

That  they  find  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodge  to  be  regular,  the 
charges  sufficient  and  fully  proved. 

The  accused  was  convicted  of  the  crime  of  larceny  before  the 
courts  of  Middlesex  County,  was  sentenced  to  the  House  of 
Correction  for  three  years,  and  is  now  undergoing  his  sentence. 


HE  GRAND  LODGE  OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 
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imittce  recommend  that  the  expulsion  be  confirmed 
1  Lodge. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

William  S.  Gardner. 
J.  K.  Baker,  Jr. 
Z.  L.  Bicknell. 

mf  it  was  voted  that  the  report  be  accepted  and 
end  at  ion  adopted. 

relating  to  the  trial  of  a  member  of  St.  John's 
ton.  was  received  and  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers 

Coolidge,  Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  James  A.  Fox, 
mes,  and  W.  Br.  Ira  D.  Davenport, 
wing  report  was  received  :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  June  10,  1868. 
nitt^e  Rppointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  sub- 
odges  located  in  the  former  city  of  Roxbury,  and  their 
he  Lodges  in  the  city  of  Boston,  by  the  annexation  of 
Boston,  respectfully  report  the  following  vote  for  the 
he  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  a  copy  of  said  vote,  when 
sommunlcated  to  the  Lodges  interested. 
k&l  by  the  annexation  of  the  city  of  Roxbury  to 
LiMb.  located  in  the  former  place,  have  become 
ted  in  Boston,  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  all  the 
and  privileges  incident  to  that  relation  ;  and  the  pro- 
•ction  5,  of  Article  3,  Part  4,  of  the  Constitutions  of 
Lodge,  as  to  persons  residing  in  one  town  or  city 
is  a  Lodge,  being  initiated  in  a  Lodge  of  another 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  no  longer 
relations  between  the  Boston  and  former  Roxbury 

Isaac  H.  Wright. 
S.  D.  Nickerson. 
A.  A.  Dame. 
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On  motion  of  W.  Br.  Charles  H.  Titiia,  the  rejx 
adopted  and  the  vote  passed. 

The  roll  of  Lodges  was  called  and  the  following  t 
be  represented : — 

St.  John's  (Boston 
St.  Andrew's. 
Massachusetts. 
Columbian. 
Mount  Lebanon. 
Baalbec. 
Ger  mania. 
Wins  low  Lewis. 
Revere. 

Joseph  Warren. 
Hammatt. 
Zetland. 
Mount  Carmel. 
Mount  Hermon. 
William  Sutton. 
Middlesex. 
Washington. 
St.  Paul's. 
Lafayette. 
Adelphi. 
Amicable. 
Monitor. 
Putnam. 
Pequossette. 
Belmont. 
Isaac  Parker. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Junior  Grand  Chaplain 
Rev.  John  P.  Kobinson,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
Ample  Form. 


Essex. 

Wilder. 

Li  men  tv 

DobiCp 

AftRT  KB 

Atuelstane, 

UAAAA    IV 1 H  VT  • 

F  ■  ASK  LIN. 

Merrimac. 

Kixtt  Davtd. 

Grecian. 

UjpiMj  Stab. 

Tuscan. 

St.  A  lb  an"*. 

Saqgahew. 

OlM  LNT  ■ 

Charles  C.  Damf. 

Blue  Hill, 

Pentuckkt. 

St.  J  a  k  t  . 

Ancient  York. 

~%\{y  1' }t T   H 0 FT 

Mount  Horeb  (Wtst 

Harwich). 

Mayflgweb. 

William  Parkman. 

Mod     Ho  hi 

Kilwinning. 

(Wobuml. 

Mountain. 

Div  Witt  Ci 

Hope. 

1  'j  !.     i.i  vi. 

Evening  Star. 

James  Otis 

Hampden. 

Old  Colony 

Quaboag. 

Rural. 

Hatden. 

Orphan's  H< 

Koswell  Lee. 

Plymouth* 

Eden. 

Padl      h  i 

Ionic. 

John  Cctle 

Montacute. 

Anlient  La 

United  Brethren, 

THE  (IRANI)  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 
September  9,  A.L.  5868. 

bly  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge 
ciiUSETTS  was  held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Boston, 
iday,  September  9,  A.L.  5868. 

PRESENT i 


iBfl  0,  Dame   Grand  Master. 

ie»  W,  Moore   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

H.  Wright,  as   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

e  LL.  Taher   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Thornton   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

m  P.  Rouikbon   Grand  Chaplain. 

Wright,  as   Grand  Marshal. 

K  Perkins,  )   Grand  Stewardg> 

i.  Stearns,  > 

J.  P.  Sherman   Grand  Pursuivant 

.  Pope   Grand  Lecturer. 

Dow   Grand  Organist. 

Gat   Grand  Tyler. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

P  Chekvkk   District  No.  2. 

Endi  cott   District  No.  4. 

r   H    I'kihsqn   District  No.  6. 

Kim  u  a ix   District  No.  7. 

W.  Chafts   District  No.  10. 

on  EvenfcTT   District  No.  18. 

t  ft  Brown   District  No.  14. 

Jicknuix   District  No.  16. 

Permanent  Members. 
ow  Lewis,  M.D  Past  Grand  Master. 

LM  D    CoOLlDGE   „         „  „ 

P.  Wllls,  D.D  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

i  R,  Paige,  D.D.     ......        „  „  „ 

t    I).    Xli'K  K1ESON   „  „  „  }| 

■l  A.  Thompson   „       „         „  „ 

lm  Sltton  Past  Grand  Warden. 

L  P,   OUVKH   „         tf  „ 

4 
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Lodges  Represented. 


St  ivnnvir'a 

LiAFAi  J.  1  1  t  . 

t%  run     M  i  i  1 1, 

r\ i > '  +  ua\  ir>. 

vULUMoI  AN. 

Pequo§sette+ 

Rising  Star. 

JJIOUHT    1 AROR. 

Mount  Olivet* 

^  Orient, 

TT  IKSLUW   Ljcj wis. 

T  fflVBTl- 

Sti  James. 

Revere. 

ijTARR  JVlMf. 

tlTIHi,    I  AKK. 

Joseph  Warren. 

JOHN   1  .   1 1 1.  v  itr>. 

h  't  \  1  OL 

Aberdour. 

Grecian. 

Star,  in  the  Eas 

Eleusis. 

Ancient  York* 

Eureka, 

Zetland. 

Mt.  Horer  fWoburn), 

Mt.  Horer  (W.  F 

King  Solomon's. 

Moum  M-nttAii. 

Rural 

Mount  Hehmon. 

Huntington. 

Norfolk  Uwjojt. 

Washington. 

Chicopke 

OitpKAK's  Hope 

St.  Paul's. 

ROSWELL  Ll  F- 

Plymouth, 

Gate  of  the  Temple. 

Morning  Star, 

Paul  Revere. 

Dalhousie. 

Dori 

KoNOK  ASSETT- 

Athelstane. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  2 
P.M.,  with  prayer,  by  the  Grand  Chaplmn,  Rev.  Bi 
P.  Robinson.    The  record  of  the  last  Communieati 
read. 

The  following  Petitions  for  Charters  were  receh 
referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  William  D.  Coolidge, 
Kimball,  and  Tracy  P  Cheevcr, 

MIZPAH  LODGE. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lottrj?  of  Am  imt, 
Accepted  Masons  of  th  >  *.  Wji  ttt'tuwttftft  of  Mttsmirhustf/*. 

We,  the  undersigned,  pet ii  hihe  fs  of  Mupah  Lodjiu,  u.d. 
been  working  under  a  Dispen.-sii  i«m  granted  us  i  n  Seplenjhc 
now  beg  leave  to  return  the  same,  together  wiili  the  Re 
our  proceedings,  the  Returns,  and  a  copy  of  our  By-Laws 
found  worthy,  we  respectfully  pray  t hat  a  Charier  be 
and  that  we  be  constituted  al  such  tune  m  may  suit  I 
venience  of  the  Most  Worshipful  <i nun!  Master. 

Henry  Endicott,  Thos.  L.  Hum 

George  H.  Folder.  Saml.  L.  Mok 
Geo.  P.  Carter.  Edward  T.  Ni 
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Seymour  Byron  Snow. 
George  E.  Ryder. 
Joseph  Child,  Jr. 
J.  Dwinal  Nutting. 
An;,  Lt.  Hayley. 
Caleb  C.  Allen. 
8.  M.  Davis. 
Jos.  Gh  Holt. 
F.  A.  Kennedy. 
William  Page. 

Aug.  31,  1868. 


Simeon  Snow. 
Leander  Greely. 
John  Stone. 
James  A.  Woolson. 
Danl.  U.  Chamberlin. 
C.  A.  Sawyer. 
P.  Francis  Wells. 
Winslow  Lewis  Bowker. 
Enos  B.  Phillips. 
Daniel  H.  Thurston. 


ST    BERNARD  3  LODGE. 

IVorshipjtii  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free,  and 
Accepte  d  Masons  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

underpinned,  being  Master  Masons  of  good  standing 
;  ihe  prosperity  of  the  Craft  at  heart,  having  petitioned 
reived  a  Dispensation,  dated  Sept.  6,  1867,  and  having 
e  year  under  said  Dispensation,  complying  with  all 
Mgoladotti  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 

most  respectfully  ask  and  pray,  that  we,  with  such 
my  hereafter  join  us,  may  be  erected  and  constituted 
lar  chartered  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
itle  rind  designation  of  St.  Bernard's  Lodge  of  South- 
full  power  and  authority  to  convene  as  Masons,  and 
I  mjittrr-  ivlating  to  Masonry  which  may  appear  to  be 
>d  of  l  he  Craft,  according  to  the  ancient  usages  and 

Masons. 

per  of  this  petition  being  granted,  we  promise  strict 
to  the  commands  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  the  laws 
fiona  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 


John  Blair. 
L  W.  Newton. 
Joseph  Burnett. 
John  A.  Page. 
John  W.  Hammond. 
Sullivan  F.  Onthank. 
Sept.  7>  1868. 


Caleb  S.  Williams. 
F.  W.  Walker. 
Lorenzo  Walker. 
J.  Henry  Robinson. 
Lewis  Brewer. 
Curtis  Newton. 
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IONIC  LODGE. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free,  and  Accepted  Masons  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Master  Masons,  to  whom  your  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  issued  a  Dispensation,  bearing  date 
August,  A.D.  1867,  empowering  us  to  form  and  open  a  Ledge, 
now,  returning  our  Dispensation,  with  an  attested  Record  of  all 
our  proceedings,  and  our  By-Laws,  respectfully  pray,  if  these  be 
approved,  for  a  Charter  of  Constitution,  empowering  us,  under 
the  name  of  Ionic  Lodge  of  East  Hampton,  to  perform  all  the 
ceremonies  and  discharge  all  the  duties,  at  said  East  Hampton, 
appertaining  to  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  which  have  not  been 
reserved  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

La  Fayette  Clapp. 
William  G.  Bassett, 
Joseph  W.  Wilson. 
George  S.  Clark. 
J.  W.  Winslow. 
John  Mather. 
Edwin  F.  Ward. 
J.  H.  Bard  well. 
E.  Thomas  Sawyer. 
Altah  Miller. 
J.  L.  Campbell. 
Emory  Munyan. 
East  Hampton,  Sept.  6,  1868. 

Papers  relating  to  the  suspension  of  Br.  Silas  D.  Bates, 
by  North  Star  Lodge,  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Free- 
masonry, were  received,  and  referred  to  R.W.  Brs.  Winslow 
Lewis,  Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  and  George  H.  Peirson. 

Papers  relating  to  the  expulsion  of  Br.  C.  D.  Ball,  of 
Chicopee  Lodge,  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freema- 
sonry, were  received,  and  referred  to  R.W.  Br.  Robert  C. 


Gilbert  A.  Clark. 
Henry  F.  Pomroy. 
J.  E.  Lambie. 
B.  W.  Hutchinson. 
Albert  S.  Newton. 
Leonard  H.  Perkins. 
Geo.  L.  Manchester. 

F.  A.  Rust. 

G.  M.  Fillebrown. 
Geo.  H.  Sprague. 
William  Stratton. 
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Brown,  W.  Br.  Henry  P.  Perkins,  and  R.W.  Br.  David 
W.  Crafts. 

The  paper  received  at  the  last  Communication  relating  to 
the  trial  of  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Boston,  was  by 
consent  withdrawn,  and  the  committee  to  whom  it  was 
referred,  discharged. 

The  Committee  on  the  Grand  Master's  Address  was 
granted  further  time. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  adopted  :  — 

In  Grand  Lodgk,  Sept  9, 1868. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proceedings  of  Chico- 
pee  Lodge  of  Chicopee,  in  the  case  of  Br.  C.  D.  Ball,  of  said 
Lodge,  have  examined  the  testimony  and  proceedings  in  said 
case,  and  find  the  same  to  be  regular  and  in  accordance  with 
masonic  law,  and  recommend  that  the  action  of  the  Lodge  be  con- 
firmed. 

R.  C.  Brown. 
H.  P.  Perkins. 
D.  W.  Crafts. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proceedings  of 
North  Star  Lodge,  relating  to  the  suspension  of  Br.  Silas  D. 
Bates,  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry,  were 
granted  further  time. 

On  motion  of  W.  Br.  Charles  H.  Titus,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  was  appropriated  to  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary,  for 
charitable  purposes. 

The  committee  to  whpm  was  referred  the  Petitions  for 
Charters,  made  the  following  reports  :  — 
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IONIC  LODGE. 

In  Grjlnd  Lodge,  Sept  9, 1868. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  for  a 
Lodge  at  East  Hampton  by  the  name  of  Ionic  Lodge,  ask  leave 
to  report,  — 

That  they  find  the  By-Laws  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Grand  Lodge.    The  Records  are  full  and  correct. 

The  committee  congratulate  the  brethren  on  their  success  and 
prospects.  They  are  evidently  among  those  where  great  masonic 
interest  is  felt,  having  held  sixty-two  meetings  during  the  term 
of  their  Dispensation,  and  admitted  thirty-three  candidates. 

Feeling  great  confidence  in  the  prudence  and  discretion  of  the 
brethren,  the  committee  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  issued  to 
them  in  conformity  to  their  application. 

Wm.  D.  Coolidgk. 
Charles  Kimball. 
Tracy  P  Cheever. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Winslow  Lewis,  the  report  was 
accepted,  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

mizpah  lodge. 

Ik  Grand  Lodge,  Sept.  9,  A.L.  5868. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Records,  Proceedings, 
and  By-Laws  of  Mizpah 'Lodge,  Cambridge,  under  Dispensation, 
have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  report,  — 

That  upon  a  careful  examination,  it  appears  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Lodge  while  under  Dispensation  have  been  regu 
lar ;  that  the  By-Laws  are  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution 
and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  Records  have 
been  properly  and  neatly  kept.  Wherefore,  your  committee 
recommend  a  Charter  be  granted  in  conformity  with  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners. 

Wm.  D.  Coolidgk. 
Charles  Kimball. 
Tract  P  Cheever. 
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ion  of  R.W.  Br.  J.  Mason  Everett,  the  report  was 
nd  the  recommendation  adopted. 

st,  Bernard's  lodge. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Sept.  9, 1868. 
imittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  St. 
Lodge  of  Southboro'  for  a  Charter,  have  examined  the 
s  of  the  brethren  while  under  Dispensation,  and  re- 
eport,  — 

ly  find  the  Records  fully  and  neatly  kept.  The  code 
to  which  has  been  submitted,  appears  not  to  be  strictly 
nee  with  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  but 
alterations  are  made  as  are  suggested  by  the  committee, 
eceive  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Master,  they  recom- 
a  Charter  he  issued  to  the  petitioners. 

Wm.  D.  Coolidge. 
Charles  Kimball. 

ion  of  W.  Br.  Ivory  H.  Pope,  the  report  was  ac- 
[  the  recommendation  adopted, 
ion  of  R.W.  Br.  Isaac  H.  Wright,  R.W.  Brothers 
Nickerson,  Isaac  H.  Wright,  and  William  D. 
vere  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  and  present 
sters  and  Wardens  of  the  Lodges  throughout  the 
i  of  the1  Grand  Lodge,  a  statement  of  the  present 
*ss,  and  to  urge  the  importance  of  an  earnest  and 
►rt  for  its  reduction. 

and  Master  announced  that  the  brethren  who  had 
le  degrees  since  the  last  annual  return  was  made, 
mute  their  tax  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  paying  nine 
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dollars  each.  In  this  announcement  the  Grand  Lodge  con- 
curred. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  W.  Br.  Rev.  John  P.  Robinson, 
Junior  Grand  Chaplain,  and  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  was 
closed  in  Ample  Form. 
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ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION. 
December  9,  AX.  5868. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts  was  held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Boston, 
on  Wednesday,  December  9,  A.L.  5868. 

PRESENTt 

M.W.  Chables  C.  Dame   Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Chables  W.  Moore   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  William  F.  Salmon   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  George  H.  Tabeh   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  John  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  Solon  Thornton   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Charles  L.  Woodbdrt   Cor.  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmdn,  i   Grand  Chaplaing. 

W.  Rev.  John  P.  Robinson,  ) 

W.  William  D.  Stbatton   Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Arthur  Chenet   Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

W.  Benjamin  Lewis   Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Edward  Stearns,  n 


Grand  Stewards. 


W.  Moses  H.  Fowleb  .  . 
W.  Chables  J.  F.  Sherman, 


Grand  Standard-Bearer. 


W.  William  Weight, 
W.  E.  D.  Banoboft,  } 
W.  L.  H.  Gamwell,  > 
W.  Ivobt  H.  Pope  J 
Br.  Eben  F.  Gat  .  . 


Grand  Pursuivants. 


Grand  Lecturers. 


Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


R.W.  George  H.  Peirson 
R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop 


R.W.  James  A.  Fox 


R.W.  Tbact  P  Chbeveb 
R.W.  Cephas  Bbigham  . 
R.W.  Henry  Endicott  , 


District  No.  1. 

District  No.  2. 

District  No.  3. 

District  No.  4. 

District  No.  6. 

District  No.  6 
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R.W.  CnARLfcfl  Kimball  .   District 

R.W.  It  ha  m  a  it  F,  Conkby  t  District 

R.W.  Henry  Cuickering   District 

R.W.  David  W.  Crafts   District 

R.W.  A.  A.  Bcrditt   District 

R.W.  Henry  C.  Skinner   District 

R.W.  J.  Mason  Everett   District 

R,W.  Kojiert  C.  Brown     .   District 

R.W.  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr   District 

R.W.  Z.  L.  Bjcknell     ......  ,  District 


Permanent  Members. 

R.W,  Win-slow  Lewis,  M.D  Past  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  John  T.  Heard    .    .  , 

R  W.  William  1>.  Coolidge  

R.W.  William  Parkman   M 

R.W.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  D.D  ,    Pa*t  Deputy  lirand 

R.W.  Charles  R,  Train  

R.W.  G.  Washington  Warren   H 

R<W.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson  

\i.\Y.  Newell  A.  Thompson  .    .  . 

R.W.  UnAiuonr*  L<  Wall.-*,  M.D.  .    .    .    .    Vant  Gnuid  Warden 

K.W.  Henry  Good ah d  

R.W.  Lorenzo  H.  Gamwell  

R.W.  Joel  Shaulding,  M.D  

R.W.  William  North  

R.W.  Henry  Chickering   rt 

R.W.  Willi  aw  W.  Baker  

»t      >i  •» 

RAV.  Wilms \\  S.  Gardner  .    .  . 

.....      tJ       fl  M 

R.W.  Wim.jam  Sri  TON  -  ... 

R.W.  Samuel  K.  Hutchinson  ..... 

R.W.  Isaac  H.  Wright   "t  " 

R.W.  Wy/eman  Marshall  


The  Grnnrl  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  « 
o'clock,  with  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  \W  Br. 
Jiilui  \V.  ha.hijMiL    Tin;  rocord  of  tljf  last  (uimnunt 

was  read. 

The  roll  of  Lodges  was  called  and  the  following  fot 
be  represented  :  — 
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*  (Boston). 

A  HITT. 

Wilder. 

EW's. 

Si  arr  King. 

Doric. 

SETTS. 

Acacia. 

North  Star. 

>\ 

St.  John's  (Newbury- 

Athelstane. 

SBANON. 

port). 

St.  Bernard's. 

tBOR. 

Merrimac. 

Montgomery. 

St.  Mark's. 

Olive  Branch. 

Warren. 

Webster. 

Lewis. 

St.  Matthew's. 

Oxford. 

GRECIAN. 

John  Warren. 

arhen. 

TCSCAN. 

Siloam. 

Saggahew. 

Excelsior. 

It 

Charles  C.  Dame. 

King  David. 

St.  Paul's  (Groton). 

Rising  Star. 

Aurora. 

St.  Alban's. 

\  J:M  J  I 

Pentucket. 

Orient. 

BETHLEHEM* 

Ancient  York. 

St.  James. 

KRMON. 

Moo nt  Horeb 

Alfred  Baylies. 

(VVoburn). 

Hyde  Park. 

ERNON. 

Caleb  Butler. 

Ionic  (Taunton). 

I1CK. 

William  Parkman. 

Paul  Dean 

SUTTON. 

Kilwinning. 

Star  in  the  East. 

j  ASH. 

William  North. 

Mount  Hope. 

I, 

i  .  kpublican. 

Eureka. 

row. 

Pacific. 

Mayflower. 

I  RANGE. 

King  Hiram. 

Hope. 

Fraternal. 

(Brighton). 

Artisan. 

Social  Harmony. 

S. 

<  '  [NC1NNATU8. 

Mount  Horek  (West 

tdr  Temple. 

Lafayette (South 

Harwich). 

E. 

Adams). 

Pilgrim. 

Mystic. 

James  Otis. 

J.). 

Mount  Moriah. 

Adams. 

Berkshire. 

Old  Colony. 

Thomas. 

Fellowship. 

j  liRUSALEM. 

Rural. 

Hampden. 

Corner  Stone. 

Chicopee. 

Norfolk  Union. 

r  n 

Mount  Tom. 

Orphan's  Hope. 

t<  IT. 

Quaboag. 

Plymouth. 

LI  VET. 

Hayden. 

Paul  Revere. 

Roswell  Lee. 

John  Cutler. 

MiKH. 

Ionic  (East  Hampton). 

Konohassett. 

Morning  Stab. 

Bethesda  (Valparaiso, 

Trinity. 

S.A.). 

Montacute. 

Ancient  Landmark 

L'nited  Brethren. 

(Shanghae). 
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Rev.  Br.  Charles  H.  Titus  was  recognized  as  proxy  for 
King  David's  Lodge,  Taunton,  and  Br.  William  J.  Merriam 
for  Aurora  Lodge  of  Fitehburg. 

Papers  relating  to  the  expulsion  of  Br.  E.  M.  Littlefield, 
of  Saggahew  Lodge  of  Haverhill,  and  H.  W.  Loomis  and 
W.  D.  Gardner,  of  Jerusalem  Lodge  of  Northampton,  were 
received  and  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  Tracy  P  Cheever, 
L.  H.  Gam  well,  and  George  H.  Peirson. 

Proceedings  in  case  of  North  Star  Lodge  against  Silas  D. 
Bates  were  received  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  delivered  the  following  — 

ADDRESS. 

Brethren  op  the  Grand  Lodge,  —  The  Annual  Communica- 
tion, or,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  closing  of  one  administration 
and  the  beginning  of  another,  must  always  be  an  occasion  of  more 
than  ordinary  interest  to  this  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  the  season 
when  the  responsible  officers  are  required  to  render  an  account  of 
their  stewardship  for  the  past  year,  and  when  the  Body  itself  is 
called  upon  to  inaugurate  those  measures  the  result  of  which  is  to 
affect,  favorably  or  otherwise,  the  future  welfare  and  prosperity 
of  the  whole  Fraternity  of  the  jurisdiction. 

limitation  op  the  term  of  office. 

And  it  was  doubtless  this  consideration  that  induced  our  pre- 
decessors, soon  after  the  union  of  the  two  Grand  Lodges  of  this 
Commonwealth,  in  1792,  to  indicate  and  limit  what  should  con- 
stitute the  ministerial  term  or  administration  of  its  principal 
elective  officers.  It  was,  doubtless,  also,  with  this  view  that 
they  declared  by  constitutional  enactment,  that  the  Grand  Master 
and  the  Grand  Wardens  should  neither  of  them  be  eligible  for 
election  to  the  same  office  for  more  than  three  successive  years. 
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ot  indeed  absolutely  determine  the  exact  length  of  time 
;rs  should  hold  their  places  —  as  in  the  case  of  the 
>f  the  United  States  —  or  they  would  otherwise  have  so 
On  the  contrary,  they  wisely  reserved  to  themselves 
:o  terminate  i  heir  official  relations  as  occasion  or  the 
'  the  Body  ini^lit  seem  to  demand.  It  is  plain,  how- 
heir  intent  ioQ  was  to  indicate  three  years  as  the  full 
i  "  administration when  a  change  of  the  Grand 
I  his  Wardens  should  take  place,  or  when  (the  remain- 
,  with  two  exceptions,  holding  their  places  by  appoint- 
on!  ire  change  of  the  organization  would  follow  as  a 
« —  not  absolutely,  but  legally.  And  this  was  the 
orkiug  of  tire  system  until  about  the  year  1842,  when 
mentation  in  the  Grand  Lodge  had  been  so  far 
the  persecution  out  of  which  it  was  then  just  emerg- 
ie  attendance  was  thought  to  be  too  small  for  its  require- 
1  in  order  to  increase  this,  and  strengthen  its  working 
was  deemed  to  be  wise  to  depart  from  the  ancient 
r  ns  to  terminate  the  service  of  the  Wardens  at  the 
e  first  year  of  their  election  :  thus  giving  two  additional 
members  annually  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  was 
y  at  the  time  an  advisable  and  perhaps  a  necessary 
5ut  whether,  now  that  the  necessity  in  which  it  origi- 
piijmt  *  \^fs,  its  continuance  is  either  wise  or  expedi- 
e  worthy  of  consideration. 

experience  teaches  ine  that  a  too  frequent  change  in 
rtaut  offices  is  not,  in  view  of  the  increased  importance 
cations  of  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
rement  of  its  large  property,  desirable  ;  and  this  doubt 
lly  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  these  officers  are 
(embers  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  to  whose  care  and 
iq  highest  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  intrusted, 
ought  not  therefore  to  be  exposed  to  the  uncertainties 
^uent  changes  in  its  organization.  Past  experience 
a  lesson  in  this  respect  which  we  may  profit  by  if  we 
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will.  And  this  leads  me  to  suggest  whether  the  presenl 
its  constitution  may  not  be  advantageously  improved, 
secure  to  it  the  services  of  a  larger  number  of  membe 
past  exj»erience  and  knowledge  could  be  made  availab 
transaction  of  its  business. 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

There  is  another  suggestion  in  this  connection  which 
itself  to  my  mind,  that  may  be  worthy  of  consider 
referred  to  it  in  my  last  annual  address.  By  the  presen 
ments  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  ni€ 
the  Board  of  Directors  must  be  annually  elected  from  a 
active  officers  or  permanent  members  of  this  Body,  or 
Representatives  of  the  Lodges.  The  practical  operatic 
requiremennt  is  to  deprive  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
avail  itself  of  much  of  its  most  active  and  influential 
talent.  —  of  the  services  aud  the  counsel  of  a  class  of 
whose  age,  experience,  and  business  facilities,  would  at 
be  of  the  highest  value  and  importance  in  the  managem 
tinaucial  aflairs  of  the  corporation.  I  am  not  disregard 
piobability  that  objections  may  be  raised  to  the  change 
jested.  But  in  a  matter  of  such  paramount  importance, 
preferences  or  aspirations  are  entitled  to  little  consider 
seat  at  the  Board  may  be  a  desirable  one,  but  it  is  o 
you  will  excuse  me  for  saying,  every  brother  who  ra 
to  occupy  it,  is  not  always  he  who  is  best  adapted  to  dis 
duties.  And  (his  is  (rue.  though  not  to  the  same  extent  / 
trrry  onice  in  the  gift  or  the  Grand  Lodge.  Being  the  r 
tive  Body  of  the  Fraternity  in  the  State,  it  is  the  stj 
which  the  character,  social  position,  and  respectability  of 
Order  are  estimated  by  the  community.  In  filling  its  o 
important  consideration  cannot  therefore  be  safely  di; 
But  leaving  the  subject  here,  for  such  disposition  as  you 
it  entitled  to,  I  proceed  to  lay  before  you  a  brief  synop 
official  proceedings  for  the  past  year. 
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BUSINESS  OP  THE  YEAR. 

rI*ked  WinsJow  Lewis  Lodge,  Boston. 

I?,  tat  led  the  officers  of  Essex  Lodge,  Salem . 

[^tailed  the  urticers  of  Social  Harmony  Lodge,  Wareham. 

In-inll<-.-l  e]u'  •  tticers  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Newbury  port. 

Constituted  Paul  Dean  Lodge  at  North  Easton,  and  installed 

Constituted  William  North  Lodge  at  Lowell,  and  installed  its 

Constituted  Isaac  Parker  Lodge  at  Waltham,  and  installed  its 

Constituted  Zetland  Lodge  at  Boston,  and  installed  its  officers, 
cdicated  a  new  Masonic  Hall  at  Beverly,  and  installed  the  offi- 

f  Lodge. 

-juted  HUpensation  to  Br.  Edward  Avery  and  thiry -five  others, 

ge  at  Weymouth,  to  be  called  Delta  Lodge. 

rranted  1  >i-[iuisation  to  Br.  William  H.  Kent  and  ten  others, 

ge  at  Charlestown,  to  be  called  Faith  Lodge. 

risUed  Mizpau  Lodge  at  Cambridge,  u.d. 

edicated  a  new  Masonic  Hall  at  Charlestown. 

Constituted  Ionic  Lodge  at  East  Hampton,  and  installed  its 

Constituted  St.  Bernard's  Lodge  at  Southboro',  and  installed  its 

nstituied  Mi/ pah  Lodge  at  Cambridge,  and  installed  its  officers. 

Halted  St,  Mark's  Lodge  at  Newbury  port. 

Isited  Grecian  Lodge  at  Lawrence. 

stalled  the  u Invert  of  Revere  Lodge  at  Boston. 

>i!ieated  u  new  Masonic  Hall  at  Pittsfield. 

■anted  Dispeci nation  to  Br.  George  W.  JPeirce  and  thirteen 

ew  Lodge  at  South  Maiden,  to  be  called  Palestine  Lodge. 

-anted  1  'Upensation  to  Br.  Morton  B.  Merrill  and  twenty-six 

ew  Lodge  at  West  Amesbury,  to  be  called  Bethany  Lodge. 

BATH  OF  BROTHERS  POWER  AND  ROBINSON. 

be  past  year  two  of  our  oldest  permanent  members 
.miuioned  Tu  the  Grand  Lodge  above. 
Thomas  Power,  Past  Junior  Grand  Warden  and 

Secretary  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  died  at  his  residence 
lani  ou  tin  ninth  day  of  October  last. 

Simon  W.  Robinson,  Past  Grand  Master  of  this 
je,  died  at  his  residence  in  Lexington  on  the  sixteenth 
ber  last. 
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I  have  appointed  R.W.  Brothers  Winslow  Lewis,  Fast  Grand 
Master,  and  Charles  W.  Moore,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  Wil- 
liam S.  Gardner,  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden,  a  Committee  to 
prepare  suitable  resolutions,  to  be  entered  upon  our  records  of 
respect  for  the  past  services  and  eminent  worth  of  these  brethren. 

GRAND  .LODGES  OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK  AND  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

I  have  received  communications  from  brethren,  endeavoring  to 
establish  an  independent  Grand  Lodge  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  also 
in  New  Brunswick. 

I  am  not  aware  that  these  brethren  have  yet  succeeded  in 
accomplishing  their  wishes  in  their  respective  Provinces,  and  I 
would  caution  this  Grand  Lodge  to  consider  well  the  rights  of  all 
parties,  as  well  as  the  great  principles  of  our  Order,  before  mak- 
ing themselves  a  party  to  the  questions  in  issue  between  these 
brethren  and  their  parent  Grand  Lodges.  Sundry  documents 
received  by  me,  relating  to  this  matter,  accompany  this  address. 

INITIATES  AND  MEMBERS. 

There  have  been  initiated  during  the  past  year,  in  the  several 
Lodges  under  our  jurisdiction,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-four.  The  whole  number  of  members  on  the  first  day 
of  September  last  was  eighteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven.  Number  of  chartered  Lodges,  172 ;  under  Dispensa- 
tion, 4. 

There  has  been  received  from  subordinate  Lodges  for  the  past 
year,  through  the  R.W.  D.D.  Grand  Masters,  about  $27,000. 
Also,  for  commutation  tax,  about  $13,000. 

STATE  OF  THE  DEBT.  ETC. 

One  year  ago  last  July  the  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  about 
9435,312.81.  At  the  present  time  it  is  about  $375,000,  showing 
a  reduction  in  eighteen  months  of  about  $60,000. 

The  floating  debt  at  the  present  time  is  about  $116,000,  as  fol- 
lows:  $10,600  due  in  1870-71,  $40,000  due  in  February  next, 
and  $65,500  on  temporary  notes  given  on  four  months. 
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rent  expert  es  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  past  year 
reduce!  to  Hie  lowest  possible  amount,  (about  $6,000,) 
ittli?  more  Mian  one  half  of  some  former  years.  The 
economy  his  been  exercised  on  all  occasions, 
e  seen  from  the  foregoing  statement,  that  a  very  large 
the  floating  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge  still  remains  un- 
it was  my  confident  hope  and  expectation,  when  I 
sed  you  on  the  subject,  that  I  should  at  the  present 
action  be  able  to  announce  to  you  that  this  most  embar- 
■t  of  our  il.  ■  1  > t  had  been  at  least  so  far  removed  as  to 
use  of  iim.'tLsiuess,  and  that  the  only  incumbrance  upon 
s  was  the  amount  secured  by  mortgage  upon  the  prop- 
l  would  1m;  .uii ply  protected  by  the  income  from  rents 
ources.  In  this,  I  am  pained  to  say,  I  have  been 
ip  pointed, 

CAPITATION  TAX. 

eipts  from  the  capitation  tax  the  past  year  have  not 
they  should  have  been.  The  Lodges,  with  some  hon- 
eptions,  e  not  in  this  respect  come  up  to  their 
IB  with  the  promptness  and  fidelity  which  their  own 
id  the  reputation  of  the  Fraternity  in  this  old  jurisdic- 
ilivety  demand.  The  consequence  of  this  has  been 
•ge  balance  of  this  part  of  our  debt  has  been  carried 
Fir  by  the  temporary  loans  and  on  the  individual  respon- 
:hree  or  four  of  our  affluent  brethren,  whose  generous 
ins  ?n\  M  \  W  credit  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  of  the 
uighout  the  jurisdiction,  from  humiliating  mortifica- 
them  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  mere  words 
*epav. 

i-ouditkm  df  things  ought  not,  and  cannot,  be  allowed 
.  The  debt  must  be  paid,  and  that  without  further 
'ith  little  less  than  twenty  thousand  members,  and  one 
d  seventy- six  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  it  is  wholly 
1  that  the  credit  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should  be  held  in 
6 


42 


ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF 


such  jeopardy.  To  a  Body  like  this,  composed  as  it  mostly  is, 
of  active  business  men,  the  sum  required  to  meet  all  its  immedi- 
ate demands  is  insignificant.  For  the  payment  of  this  debt  the 
faith  of  the  Grand  Lodge  stands  solemnly  pledged  upon  its 
records,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  this  pledge  mnst  be  redeemed, 
or  its  business  character  irretrievably  dishonored.  The  prompt 
payment  of  the  paltry  sum  required  by  a  commutation  of  the 
capitation  tax,  or  the  contribution  of  five  dollars  by  each  individ- 
ual member  whose  name  is  borne  upon  our  rolls,  would  immedi- 
ately relieve  the  government  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  the  morti- 
fying embarrassments  under  which  they  have  been  struggling  for 
the  last  two  years.  Is  it  just,  is  it  generous,  is  it  honorable 
that  this  struggle  should  continue  ?  I  do  not  ask  for  individual 
contributions,  but  I  do  ask,  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in 
vindication  of  its  past  honorable  history,  and  in  behalf  of  its 
endangered  reputation  for  integrity,  that  the  Lodges  and  the 
brethren  all,  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  loving  and  honor- 
ing it  as  I  know  they  do,  will  unitedly  and  of  one  accord,  put 
their  hands  to  the  work,  and  relieve  it  of  its  pressing  necessities 
and  pending  danger. 

DELINQUENT  LODGES. 

In  my  last  annual  address,  it  became  my  duty  to  report  the 
delinquency  of  two  of  the  Lodges  in  the  Ninth  District,  in  refusing 
to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge  imposing  a  capita- 
tion tax  on  its  members.  One  of  these  Lodges  has  since  so  far 
"*  discharged  its  obligations  as  a  Lodge,  in  that  particular,  as  to 
account  for  most  of  its  members,  but  specially  reporting  twelve  of 
its  members,  whose  names  are  herewith  submitted  points  as  refus- 
ing to  comply  with  the  order.  This  refusal  requires  the  immediate 
action  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  other,  Evening  Star  Lodge  at  Lee,  has  not  only  persisted  in 
its  recusancy,  but,  though  frequently  called  upon  by  the  Deputy 
for  the  District,  and  written  to  by  your  Grand  Master,  has  treated 
the  calls  of  the  former  with  studied  neglect,  and  the  communica- 
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b  latter  with  marked  contempt.  Such  a  defiance  of 
ty  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  insult  to  its  official  head,  I 
to  foe  my  duty  to  reprove  with  all  the  severity  with 
i  invested.  I  accordingly,  (as  authorized  by  the  first 
:itf  eight  article  of  the  Constitution,)  on  the  20th  day  of 
directed  a  mandamus  to  the  R.W.  Br.  Henry  Chiek- 
uiy  for  the  District,  commanding  him  to  proceed  to 
i  demand  of  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  said  Lodge 
j i  df  the  capitation  tax  on  its  members  for  the  years 
1868,  and  on  their  further  neglect  or  refusal  to  meet 
i'l  against  them,  theu  and  in  that  case,  to  suspend 
■  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
be  of  this  high  power  has  been  one  of  the  most 
my  otiidal  duties,  but  it  was  one  which  I  was  not 
under  ray  official  obligations,  to  decline.  The 
s  an  art  of  iu subordination,  and  a  denial  of  the  author- 
irand  Lodge,  which,  if  passed  over  in  silence,  would 
n  precedent  ruinous  to  all  masonic  government. 
r  to  be  able  to  add,  however,  that  within  a  few  days 
D.I  J.  Gninri  Master  has  reported  that  this  Lodge 
ie  capitation  lax  for  1867,  and  has  made  its  returns 
nt  of  dues  for  the  current  year,  and  the  mandamus 
=d  without  further  process. 

CONCLUSION. 

?ars  hi  nee,  you  did  ine  the  honor  to  elect  me  to  the 
rand  Master.  I  have  held  the  place,  and,  I  trust,  not 
inaceeptahly,  performed  its  duties,  for  the  entire  term 
air  Constitutions,  I  am  allowed  to  occupy  it.  To-day 
to  you,  with  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the 
messes  and  tavors  I  have  received  while  in  the  discharge 
al  duties,  and  with  assurances  of  my  continued  inter- 
nture  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
al  labors  have  been  arduous  and  responsible.  They 
i  lurgvlv  tip<m  my  time,  and  imposed  upon  me  duties 
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such  as  will  not  probably  be  demanded  of  any  of  my  successors. 
Whether  these  duties  have  been  as  acceptably  performed  as  they 
might  have  been,  is  a  question  that  can  be  determined  only  by 
those  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  character  of 
them.  I  only  claim  that  they  have  received  my  best  considera- 
tion and  most  earnest  devotion.  And  although  in  dissolving  my 
official  connection  with  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  do  not  leave  its  fiscal 
affairs  in  so  favorable  a  condition  as  I  could  have  desired,  yet  it 
is  most  gratifying  to  me,  as  it  should  be  encouraging  to  yon,  that 
I  leave  it  in  the  possession  of  a  large  and  increasingly  valuable 
property,  which,  with  careful  management,  will  in  a  very  few 
years,  place  it  and  every  Lodge  in  the  Commonwealth  in  a  con- 
dition to  carry  out  and  accomplish  more  fully  than  ever  before 
the  great  beneficent  purposes  of  their  existence.  That  this  desir- 
able result  may  follow,  even  earlier  than  the  most  sanguine  among 
us  dares  now  to  anticipate  ;  that  your  future  may  be  free  from 
personal  animosity  and  party  strife  :  that  inordinate  ambition  for 
place  or  distinction  may  be  unknown  among  you ;  that  neither 
envy,  nor  jealousy,  nor  prejudice,  nor  false  report,  may  be  allowed 
to  influence  you ;  that  subordination  to  the  laws  and  respect  for 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  may  distinguish 
you  ;  and  that  all  your  future  proceedings  may  be  characterised 
by  unity  of  purpose,  by  fraternal  kindness,  and  by  that  charity 
which  u  seeketh  not  her  own,"  is  my  most  ardent  prayer. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  George  W.  Warren,  the  address 
was  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  George  W.  Warren,  Charles 
W.  Moore,  and  Charles  Levi  Woodbury. 

R.W.  Br.  Winslow  Lewis,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  draft  and  present  resolutions  on  the  decease  of 
R.W.  Br.  Simon  W.  Robinson,  Past  Grand  Master  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  presented  the  following,  which  were  unani- 
mously adopted,  and  a  copy  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased  :  — 
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Another  of  the  members  of  the  former  years,  an  active  partici- 
pant and  sharer  in  the  fortunes  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  its  days  of 
trial,  and  who  was  spared  to  behold  its  uprise  and  prosperity,  has 
attained  his  higher  degree  of  immortality,  —  the  great  elevation 
from  earth  to  heaven. 

Our  late  Past  Grand  Master,  Simon  Wiggin  Robinson,  was 
one  beloved  and  respected  by  his  brethren ;  one  not  endowed  by 
brilliant  qualities  of  mind  and  education,  but  the  possessor  of  a 
heart  filled  with  useful  and  generous  qualities.  There  is  a 
natural  tendency  which  we  all  feel,  on  occasions  of  this  kind,  to 
pass  the  limits  of  judicial  accuracy  in  our  tributes  to  the  memory 
of  those  whom  we  honored  and  loved  while  living,  and  of  whom 
we  have  been  bereft.  We  do  not  scrupulously  measure  the  words 
of  kindness  which  flow  from  a  full  heart,  struck  with  a  personal 
and  associated  sorrow.  I  think,  however,  that  I  do  not  fall  into 
this  natural  and  pardonable  error,  when  I  say  that,  all  things 
considered,  we  have  lost  one  of  the  most  faithful  and  kind 
brothers  ever  called  to  the  chair  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

His  masonic  career  and  relations  are  known  to  us  all,  and  need 
not  to  be  recapitulated  here.  His  characteristics  for  sterling  good 
sense,  fidelity,  and  truth  are  engraven  on  our  hearts,  and  will  be 
held  in  our  memories.  Let  our  records  show  that  these  are  there 
engrossed,  and,  therefore,  I  move  that  the  following  resolution  be 
entered  in  our  annals  and  a  copy  transmitted  to  his  family :  — 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  remove  from  us 
our  late  beloved  Past  Grand  Master,  Simon  Wiggiu  Robinson, — 

Besolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge,  in  common  with  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  of  this  jurisdiction,  have 
sustained,  by  the  decease  of  their  late  venerable  associate,  a  loss 
of  a  devoted  and  faithful  brother,  whose  life  has  been  consecrated 
to  the  duties  of  the  good  man,  brother,  and  citizen.  A  zealous 
friend  and  supporter  of  our  Order  in  every  department,  whose 
amiable  personal  qualities  and  virtues  endeared  him  to  all,  aud 
constitute  the  character  of  a  truly  worthy  man. 
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R.W.  Br.  William  S.  Gardner,  in  behalf  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  present  resolutions  on  the  decease  of  R.W. 
Br.  Thomas  Power,  a  Past  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted,  and 
a  copy  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased :  — 

The  Grand  Lodge  has  again  been  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
one  who  for  many  years  has  served  the  Craft  in  various  positions 
of  honor  and  responsibility.  R.W.  Br.  Thomas  Power  has 
departed  this  life  and  gone  the  way  of  all  the  living  upon  the 
earth. 

For  years  Grand  Secretary,  and  after  service  in  this  important 
station,  Senior  Grund  Warden,  his  memory  should  not  be  forgot- 
ten, although  to  the  present  generation  his  face  was  not  familiar. 

Our  lamented  brother  found  time  amid  the  calls  of  a  jealous 
profession  to  cultivate  the  virtues  of  Masonry  in  all  its  depart- 
ments. He  contributed  to  the  Fraternity  his  44  Melodies,"  *  which 
have  introduced  his  name  to  almost  every  Lodge  in  the  United 
States. 

Kind,  charitable,  genial,  and  glowing  with  the  purest  sentiment, 
we  inscribe  upon  the  record  this  tribute  to  his  memory. 

The  Auditing  Committee  made  their  report,  which  was 
accepted. 

A  petition,  signed  by  Lewis  Hay  den  and  several  others, 
claiming  to  be  Ancient,  Free,  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
asking  to  be  recognized  as  such,  was  received,  read,  and,  on 
motion  of  R.W.  Br.  John  T.  Heard,  was  referred  to  R.W. 
Brothers  John  T.  Heard,  George  W.  Warren,  Bradford  L. 
Wales,  Isaac  Hull  Wright,  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  Tracy 
P  Cheever,  and  Charles  W.  Moore. 

*  The  original  MS.  of  which,  in  his  own  handwriting,  is  in  the  library  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 
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:mr  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for  the  election  of  offi- 
ng arrived,  a  return  of  the  votes  was  made  by  the 
[nrshal,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  whole  num- 
mi^lit  \w  <  i-t  was  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven, 
rrand  Master  appointed  R.W.  Brother  A.  A.  Bur- 
m  Baker,  Jr.,  and  W.  Br.  C.  J.  F.  Sherman,  a  corn- 
collect  ?  sort,  and  count  the  votes  for  Grand  Master, 
m  it  tee  reported  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  to  be 
Ired  and  forty-one,  of  which  four  hundred  and  seven- 
fur  IMW  Br.  William  Sewall  Gardner,  of  Boston, 
as  declared  elected  Qrand  Master  for  the  ensuing 

md  committee,  consisting  of  R.W.  Br.  J.  Mason 
W.  Br.  Charles  H.  Norris,  and  W.  Br.  Ira  D. 
rt,  were  appointed  to  receive,  sort,  and  count  the 

Senior  Grand  Warden.  The  committee  reported 
e  number  of  votes  cast  to  be  four  hundred  and 
Ixj  of  which  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  were  for 
r.  Ithamar  F.  Conkey,  of  Amherst,  and  he  was 

elected    Senior  Grand  Warden  for  the  ensuing 

umimttee  appointed  to  receive,  sort,  and  count  the 
Junior  Grand  Warden,  reported  the  whole  number 
cast  to  be  four  hundred  and  two,  of  which  number 
Ivory  H.  Pope,  of  Boston,  had  two  hundred  and 
e,  and  he  was  declared  elected, 
pmmittee  appointed  to  receive,  sort,  and  count  the 
■  Grand  Treasurer,  reported  that  the  whole  number 
two  hundred  and  ninety,  the  whole  number  being 
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for  R.W.  Br.  John  McClellan,  he  was  declared  re-elected 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive,  sort,  and  count  the 
votes  for  Recording  Grand  Secretary,  reported  the  whole 
number  cast  to  be  two  hundred  and  eighty-three,  of  which 
number  R.W.  Br.  Solon  Thornton  had  two  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  was  declared  re-elected. 

R.W.  Brothers  William  Sutton,  Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  W. 
Br.  Percival  L.  Everett,  W.  Br.  Warren  Fisher,  Jr.,  and 
R.W.  Br.  William  F.  Salmon  were  elected  Directors. 

R.W.  Brothers  Sereno  D,  Nickerson,  Samuel  P.  Oliver, 
and  William  D.  Coolidge  were  elected  Auditing  Committee. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  was  then  closed  in  Ample  Form. 
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STATED  COMMUNICATION, 
December  29,  A.L.  6868. 

A  Stated  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts  was  held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Boston, 
on  Tuesday,  December  29,  A.L.  5868,  for  the  Installation 
of  its  Officers. 

PRESENT i 

M.W.  Charles  C.  Dame   Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Charles  W.  Moobb   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  William  F.  Salmon   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop   Junior  Grand  Warden,  pro  tern. 

R.W.  John  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  Solon  Thornton   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Charles  L.  Woodbury    ....  Cor.  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmun   Grand  Chaplain. 

W.  William  D.  Stbatton   Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Arthur  Chbnet   Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

W.  Warren  Fishes,  Jr   Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Edward  Stearns,  \ 

W.  Henry  P.  Perk  in*,  (   Grand  Stewards. 

W.  E.  W.  Bubb,  ) 

W.  Ivobt  H.  Pope   Grand  Lecturer. 

Br.  Howabd  M.  Dow   Grand  Organist. 

Br.  C.  C.  Wentwobth   Grand  Chorister. 

Br.  Ebbn  F.  Gat  .   .    Grand  Tyler. 

District  Deputy  Gband  Masters. 

R.W.  Tbact  P  Cheeyeb   District  No.  2. 

R.W.  Cephas  Bbioham   District  No.  8. 

R.W.  George  H.  Peirson   District  No.  6. 

R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop   District  No.  6. 

R.W.  Charles  Kimball   District  No.  7. 

R.W.  Ithamab  F.  Conkey   District  No.  8. 

R.W.  Henry  Chickerino   District  No.  9. 

R.W.  J.  Mason  Eyebett   District  No.  18. 

R.W.  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr   District  No.  16. 

R.W.  Z.  L.  Bicknell   District  No  16. 
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Permanent  Mbmuliz*. 

R.W.  Winslow  Lewis  .  . 
R.W.  Abraham  A.  Dame  . 
R.W.  E.  M.  P.  Wells  .  . 
R.W.  William  W.  Baker. 
R.W.  William  S.  Gardner 
R.W.  William  Sutton  .  . 
R.W.  Wyzeman  Marshall 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form 
o'clock,  P.M.,  with  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain  V 
Rev.  John  W.  Dadmun. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  announced  that  M.W.  1 
Arthur  Doyle,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Island,  was  in  waiting  to  visit  this  Grand  Lodgi 
appointed  R.W.  Brothers  E.  M.  P.  Wells,  William  j 
and  Tracy  P  Cheever,  a  committee  to  introduce 
Grand  Master  Doyle  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  where  1 
received  with  the  honor  due  his  high  office* 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  informed  the  Grand  Lodg 
this  Communication  was  called,  in  accordance  with  tl 
visions  of  the  Grand  Constitutions  for  the  Installutiot 
Officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  appointed  R.W.  Brothers 
low  Lewis,  William  Sutton,  E.  M.  1\  Welle,  Lem 
Bishop,  and  W.  Br.  James B.  Pickett,  a  committee  to  im 
R.W.  William  Sewall  Gardner,  Grand  Master  el 
Installation.  The  Grand  Master  elect  was  then  intn 
and  installed  into  his  office,  and  saluted  by  the  fared 
Due  and  Ancient  Form. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  installed  the  elected  orfi 
follows  :  — 


Fftit  Grand  Master. 
Past  Deputy  Grand 

It  »*  »T 

Past  Grand  Wantet 
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R.W.  Ithamar  F.  Conket,  Amherst .   .   .  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  Ivory  H.  Pope,  Boston   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  John  McClellan,  Boston    ....  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  Solon  Thornton,  Boston   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 


TheM.W.  Grand  Master  made  the  following  appointments  : 

Deputy  Grand  Master. 
Cor.  Grand  Secretary. 


R.W.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  Boston 
R.W.  Charles  W.  Moore,  Boston 
R.W.  Andrew  G.  Smith,  Boston  .  . 
R.W.  Tract  P  Cheever,  Chelsea 
R.W.  Benjamin  Pope,  South  Boston  . 
R.W.  F.  Lyman  Winship,  Brighton  . 
R.W.  George  H.  Peirbon,  Salem  .  . 
R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop,  Lawrence  . 
R.W.  Henry  P.  Perkins,  Lowell  .  . 
RW.  Andrew  J.  Clark,  Orange  .  . 
R.W.  Daniel  Upton,  South  Adams  . 
R.W.  Dayid  W.  Crafts,  Northampton 
R.W.  Charles  G.  Reed,  Worcester  . 
R.W.  Gsoroe  E.  Stacy,  Miltbrd  .  . 
R.W.  J.  Mason  Everett,  Canton  .  . 
R.W.  John  A.  Lee,  New  Bedford  .  . 
R.W.  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr.,  Dennisport 
R.W.  Z.  L.  Bicknell,  East  Weymouth 
R.W.  George  H.  Kendall  .... 

R.W.  T.  B.  Eames  

R.W.  Richard  H.  Hartley  .... 
W.  Rev.  James  A.  Bollbs,  D.D.,  Boston, 
W.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Titus,  Taunton, 
W.  William  T.  Grammer,  Woburn  .  . 
W.  John  A.  Goodwin,  Lowell  .... 
W.  Warren  Fisher,  Jr.,  Boston .... 
W.  E.  Waters  Burr,  Hingham,  n 
W.  Lucius  W.  Lovell,  Bridge  water,  { 
W.  James  B.  Pickett,  Newton,    '     f  ' 
W.  John  Haigh,  Lawrence,  ' 
W.  Samuel  C.  Lawrence,  Medford   .  . 
W.  Lovell  Bicknell,  East  Weymouth  . 
W.  Charles  Kimball,  Lowell,  ) 
W.  George  T.  Weaver,  Springfield, ) 
W.  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  Groton  Junction, 
W.  Cephas  Brigham,  Auburndale, 
W.  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Boston, 
Br.  Howard  M.  Dow,  Boston     .   .   .  . 
Br.  Ebbn  F.  Gay,  Boston  


D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 
D.D.G.M. 


District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No.  10. 
District  No.  11. 
District  No.  12. 
District  No.  18. 
District  No.  14 
District  No.  16. 
District  No.  16. 


1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 
6. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


Deputy  for  Chili,  S.A. 
Special  Deputy  for  China. 
Special  Deputy  for  Peru. 

Grand  Chaplains. 

Grand  Marshal. 
Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Grand  Stewards. 

Grand  Sword-Bearer. 
Grand  Standard-Bearer. 

Grand  Pursuivants. 


Grand  Lecturers. 

Grand  Organist. 
Grand  Tyler. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY  : 

R.W.  Winslow  Lewis,  R.W.  Charles  Levi  Woobury,  R.W.  Wekdeli 

T.  Davis. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CHARITY  : 

R.W.  Solon  Thornton,  R.W.  William  Pabkhan,  W.  Marlboro uoh 

Williams. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  installed  the  R.W.  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  and  the  Deputy 
Grand  Masters,  except  R.W.  Br.  David  W.  Crafts,  who  was 
absent,  and  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  installed  the  remainder 
of  the  appointed  officers,  except  W.  George  T.  Weaver, 
Grand  Pursuivant,  and  W.  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  Senior  Grand 
Lecturer,  both  of  whom  were  absent. 

The  Grand  Marshal  made  the  customary  proclamation. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  delivered  the  following  — 

ADDRESS. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1829,  the  Grand  Master,  in  his 
Inaugural  Address  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  time  of  his  installa- 
tion, said : — 

"  No  Masonic  Body,  perhaps,  lies  under  greater  responsibilities  than  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

"  It  is  the  first  established  in  America,  and  by  its  authority,  Freemasonry 
was  first  promulgated  in  our  land.  This  Body  if  I  mistake  not,  has  ever  sus- 
tained a  high  character  for  dignity  and  respectability. 

"  When  I  consider  the  distinguished  men  who  hare  occupied  this  chair,  and 
the  great  importance  which  has  ever  been  attached  to  this  office,  I  tremble 
lest  I  should  put  forth,  as  it  were,  a  sacriligious  hand  and  touch  the  ark.  I 
am  inclined  to  shrink  from  responsibilities  which  are  so  disproportionate  to 
my  powers.  When  I  think,  too,  that  our  institution  is  attacked  by  foes 
withouj;  and  foes  within,  how  does  it  heighten  the  interest  and  the  tearfulness 
of  the  undertaking.  But,  my  brethren,  I  have  not  in  this  respect  taken  a 
leap  in  the  dark.  I  know  the  nature  and  character  of  the  institution,  whose 
defence  I  now  re-espouse,  and  I  am  ready  to  stand  by  its  interests  and  to 
protect  them  with  all  my  feeble  powers.'1 
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Such  were  the  encouraging  and  manly  words  of  one  of  our 
Grand  Masters,  at  a  time  when  it  required  courage  aud  independ- 
ence to  represent  the  Fraternity  in  Massachusetts,  and  to  stand 
forth  in  vindication  of  its  professions  and  principles.  To-day, 
after  nearly  forty  years  of  storm  and  sunshine,  of  adversity  suc- 
ceeded by  a  wonderful  prosperity,  I  repeat  his  words,  feeling 
similar  doubt,  weighed  down  by  like  responsibilities,  but  looking 
forward  to  the  same  deliverance  which  his  prophetic  eye  then 
clearly  saw  in  the  future. 

The  fact  that  Masonry  was  first  established  upon  this  continent 
in  Massachusetts,  and  that  this  Grand  Lodge  can  trace  its  history 
back  to  1783,  when,  as  a  Province  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, it  was  organized  in  this  city,  probably  impressed  itself  upon 
our  distinguished  brother.  This  is  the  Mother  Grand  Lodge  upon 
this  side  of  the  waters,  and  therefore  "  it  lies  under  greatest 
responsibilities  than  any  other  Masonic  Body."  East  and  west, 
north  and  south  has  its  influence  extended.  From  its  own  bosom 
have  gone  forth  brethren  distinguished  in  all  the  walks  of  life,  to 
plant  in  other  States  and  in  other  lands,  the  institution  which 
here  was  so  much  respected.  Masonry  has  been  carefully  culti- 
vated in  this  State,  and  this  Grand  Lodge  has  always  sustained 
the  high  character  for  dignity  and  respectability  to  which,  in  1829, 
it  was  considered  necessary  to  allude.  Those  who  have  been 
chosen  to  direct  its  affairs  have  been  gentlemen  of  high  charac- 
ter and  influence,  and  have  reflected  back  upon  the  Fraternity  that 
lustre  which  they  have  derived  from  it. 

To  preserve  this  dignified  position,  and  transmit  to  our  suc- 
cessors the  Grand  Lodge  unimpaired  in  influence,  untarnished 
in  reputation,  undegraded  in  dignity,  becomes  now  our  duty  and 
our  care. 

At  the  time  referred  to,  a  violent  political  tempest  was  raging 
against  the  institution,  encouraged  by  many  influential  men,  and 
such  was  its  fury,  that  the  professed  Mason  adhered  to  his  obliga- 
tions and  his  Lodge  at  the  expense  of  his  social  posit iou,  and 
oftentimes  of  excommunicatiou  from  his  religious  society.  In 
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our  day  we  have  no  such  ordeal  to  pass  through.  We  practice 
our  rites  undisturbed,  and  enjoy  to  the  fullest  extent  the  popular 
favor.  Men  of  all  classes  and  conditions,  in  great  numbers,  flock 
to  our  temples  and  gather  about  our  alters.  If.  brethren,  num- 
bers constitute  the  successful  state  of  Masonry,  then  are  we 
indeed  fortunate.  The  number  of  Lodges  and  of  members  was 
never  before  so  large  as  at  the  present  time,  and  the  outward 
signs  of  prosperity  were  never  more  encouraging. 

In  view  of  the  wonderful  iucrease  of  the  Fraternity,  the 
brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  1864,  determined  to  erect  a 
Temple  which  should  at  once  be  a  monument  of  masonic  enter- 
prize,  and  a  home  for  the  Craft.  Reserving  the  history  of  this 
building  for  a  future  occasion,  I  will  only  add  now  that  the 
Temple  was  constructed  at  a  cost  of  about  $423,127.01,  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  gather,  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  now 
indebted  to  the  amount  of  $377,460.79.  The  interest  which  it 
has  assumed  to  pay  annually  is  $29,882.31,  being  over  $10,000 
more  than  the  Grand  Lodge  was  worth  when  the  inaugural  of 
1829  was  delivered. 

Before  these  liabilities  accrued,  the  care  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
comparatively  light,  and  the  duties  of  the  executive  officers  few. 

Now  the  Grand  Lodge  has  become  a  corporation,  and  its  finan- 
cial interests  exceed  all  others.  It  reckons,  not  by  thousands, 
but  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  it  has  become  a 
recognized  borrower  of  money  in  the  busy  marts  of  trade.  Its 
notes  mature  and  must  be  paid.  Interest  accumulates,  bills 
become  due.  Thus  Masonry  which  has  carefully  kept  aloof  from 
the  influences  and  excitements  of  the  world,  has  in  a  measure 
become  mixed  up  with  them.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachu- 
setts has  thus  entered  upon  its  new  and  untried  experiment.  The 
care  of  the  Lodges,  the  preservation  and  perfection  of  the  ritual, 
charity  which  should  be  our  great  object,  become  subordinate 
to  the  greater  duty  of  paying  our  debts  and  meeting  our  engage- 
ments. 

The  overshadowing  importance  of  our  financial  embarrass- 
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merit  meets  us  at  every  point,  and  oppresses  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  would  be  wise  to  dissever  the 
financial  and  purely  masonic  duties  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  place 
them  in  separate  official  departments,  so  that  one  should  not 
interfere  with  the  other.  Those  brethren  in  affluent  circumstances, 
familiar  with  the  intricate  ways  of  finance  should  have  charge 
of  the  corporation,  whatever  may  be  their  masonic  experience  or 
acquirements.  A  complete  knowledge  of  our  ritual  and  jurispru- 
dence will  not  aid  in  raising  money  or  paying  our  debts.  It  is 
impossible  now  to  say  how  much  would  have  been  saved  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  if  some  such  plan  had  been  adopted  as  early  as 
1864. 

The  impression  exists  that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  exclusive,  and 
that  the  Fraternity  at  large  has  no  interest  in  it.  Nothing  could 
be  more  erroneous.  Grand  Lodges  are  comparatively  of  modern 
origin.  The  brethren  formerly  met  in  general  convention  to 
elect  Grand  Masters  and  transact  general  business  for  the  good  of 
the  Craft.  Such  was  the  practice  in  England.  In  time  these  con- 
ventions became  unwieldy,  and  the  necessity  arose  of  forming 
Grand  Lodges  upon  the  representative  principle,  by  which  the 
administration  of  masonic  affairs  could  be  conducted  with  greater 
regularity  and  less  confusion.  The  inherent  power  of  a  Mason  is 
none  the  less  now  than  in  the  days  of  the  4 4  General  Assembly." 
In  our  Grand  Lodge  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  the  respective 
Lodges  are  members.  Through  them  every  member  of  a  subor- 
dinate Lodge  is  represented,  and  the  power  of  the  brethren  is  so 
far  preserved  that  now,  as  in  ancient  times,  they  have  the  consti- 
tutional right  to  instruct  their  Masters  and  Wardens  how  to  vote 
and  act  in  Grand  Lodge  There  is  no  exclusive  power  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  all  time,  although  in  the  exercise  of  its  authority 
the  Craft  has  invested  it  with  authority  over  all  the  brethren  in 
the  jurisdiction,  and  to  its  decrees  and  edicts  unlimited  obedience 
must  be  paid.  44  Every  warranted  Lodge  is  a  constituent  part  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  in  which  assembly  all  the  powers  of  the  Frater- 
nity resi  le,"  say  our  own  Constitutions.    The  brethren  throughout 
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the  jurisdiction  elect  the  Masters  and  Wardens,  who  coi 
destinies  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  brethren  of  the 
Lodges  can  direct  the  action  of  their  representatives, 
decrees,  edicts,  regulations,  and  Constitutions  of  the  Gra: 
can  be  changed  and  modified  whenever  the  Craft  conside 
and  judicious  so  to  do. 

The  power  of  the  Grand  Master  is  unquestionably  gn 
much  as  no  appeal  lies  from  his  decision.  But  his  elect! 
annually,  in  which  two-thirds  of  the  votes  must  concur 
opportunity  to  remove  an  arbitrary  and  unreasonabl 
speedily  occurs. 

To  make  more  easy  the  representation  in  Grand  Lodj 
been  determined  that  the  three  votes  of  each  Lodge  cau 
although  but  one  representative  is  present.  In  addition 
is  provided  that  a  Lodge  can  elect  a  proxy  to  act  for  it 
Masters  aud  Wardens  shall  not  either  of  them  be  presei 

It  is  apparent  that  every  facility  is  given  to  the  Fra 
control  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  rights  of  every 
the  jurisdiction  are  recognized  and  preserved.  As  in  th 
Assembly,  he  has  every  privilege  save  that  of  a  direct 
voice  in  Grand  Lodge,  aud  these  are  indirectly  preserve 
through  the  representatives  whom  he  selects,  and  who 
of  conduct  he  can  point  out  and  direct. 

The  votes  in  Grand  Lodge  are  classified  thus  :  — 

Permanent  members  

Officers  

Masters  and  Wardens,  about  

The  permanent  members  are  many  of  them  aged,  aor 
of  the  State,  or  at  such  a  distance  from  the  Grand  East 
rarely  enter  the  Grand  Lodge ;  while  others  are  enun 
the  list  of  officers.  They  are  made  life-members  by  th< 
the  brethren  (with  one  exception),  two-thirds  of  wl 
concur  in  the  election.  These  members,  therefore  are 
the  brethren  at  large  through  their  representatives.  I 
members  undoubtedly  acquire  influence.     They  woul 
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elected  such  if  they  did  not  possess  it ;  they  ought  not  to  lose  it 
because  they  are  elected.  The  object  probably  of  making  this 
kind  of  membership  in  Grand  Lodge  was  to  preserve  from  de- 
struction the  Grand  Body  itself.  Whatever  calamity  might  befall 
the  institution  at  large,  or  come  upon  the  Lodges,  this  peculiar 
membership  would  perpetuate  the  Grand  Lodge  and  protect  it 
from  annihilation.  Should  every  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  cease 
to  exist,  the  Grand  Lodge  would  not  thereby  necessarily  die.  In 
the  calm  quiet  of  its  own  secluded  retreat,  it  could  preserve  its 
vitality,  until  the  proper  time  came  to  re-establish  its  subordi- 
nates and  again  exercise  its  powers.  Even  this  precaution  did 
not  preserve  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  from  disorganization. 
In  the  excitement  of  Anti-Masonry  that  Grand  Body  disbanded, 
and  lost  its  very  existence ;  and  when  in  more  peaceful  times  it 
sought  to  renew  its  life,  it  was  determined  by  the  judgment  of  its 
sister  Grand  Lodges,  that  it  did  not  possess  it ;  that  its  existence 
had  terminated,  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  could  be 
established  only  by  the  action  of  the  Lodges  of  the  State. 

This  membership  is  a  part  of  our  masonic  system,  and  is  as 
old  as  the  history  of  Grand  Lodges.  These  members  have  been 
selected  for  their  masonic  worth  and  experience  by  two-thirds  of 
the  brethren  composing  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  it  is  a  well  known 
fact  that  they  have  never  acted  nor  voted  as  a  unit  on  any  matter 
upon  which  the  other  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  have  been 
divided. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  is  evident  that  the  Fraternity  at 
large,  the  thousands  of  Masons  scattered  over  Massachusetts,  are 
responsible  for  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Whatever  has  been  done,  has  met  with  their  tacit  consent,  their 
implied  approval.  I  recognize  the  right  of  every  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  inquire  into  our  financial  affairs,  at  proper  times 
and  in  proper  places,  and  it  is  due  to  him  and  to  the  brethren 
whom  he  represents,  that  a  true  and  faithful  statement  be  given, 
if  such  will  not  impair  the  credit  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
provided  also  that  the  proper  officers  have  it  in  their  power  to 
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make  it.  It  has  certainly  shown  great  confidence  in  past  admin- 
istrations, that  no  brother  has  called  upon  the  Grand  Officers  for 
any  exhibit  of  the  expenses  of  the  erection  of  this  building — the 
contracts  which  have  been  made,  with  whom,  and  at  what  rates. 
The  Board  of  Directors,  I  doubt  not,  would  have  given  every 
opportunity  for  a  careful,  scrutinizing  examination  of  all  their 
proceedings,  would  have  willingly  exhibited  their  records, — where 
should  exist  in  full,  the  history  of  the  expenditure,  and  the 
authority  therefor,  of  every  dollar  upon  this  structure,  if  such 
request  had  ever  been  made. 
The  argument  is  irresistible,  — 

First,  —  That  the  representatives  of  the  Fraternity  at  large 
directed  the  building  of  this  Temple. 

Second,  —  That  the  Fraternity  at  large  by  their  silence,  by  taking 
no  steps  to  prevent  it,  encouraged  their  Board  of  Directors  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  way  and  manner  that  they  have  in  its  erection. 

Third,  —  That  the  Fraternity  at  large  are  responsible  for  the 
debt  incurred. 

Whether  these  conclusions  are  correct  or  not,  the  debt  incurred 
is  an  indebtedness  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  which  every  subordi- 
nate Lodge  is  a  constituent  part,  while  every  affiliated  Mason  is  a 
constituent  part  of  his  Lodge. 

It  requires,  however,  no  logic  to  convince  the  brethren  that 
the  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  a  matter  in  which  they  each  and 
all  have  a  vital  interest.  This  subject  has  been  presented  in 
various  forms,  within  the  last  two  years.  I  can  only  reiterate 
what  has  already  been  said,  and  if  possible,  stimulate 
the  brethren  to  greater  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  It  needs  every  dollar  which  can  be  raised.  The 
commutation  which  has  already  been  paid  has  relieved  it  from 
great  embarrassment,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  balance 
unpaid  may  be  collected  by  some  plan  similar  to  that  which  has 
been  resorted  to. 

I  desire  above  all  things  to  preserve  that  "  dignity  and  re- 
spectability "  which  has  characterized  this  Grand  Lodge  in  all  its 
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past  history,  and  I  desire  to  retain  in  the  office  of  Grand  Master 
all  those  powers  which  belong  to  it.  In  the  recess  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  the  Grand  Master  undoubtedly  has  much  authority,  aiid 
the  Constitutions  and  ancient  laws  recognize  it  fully.  But 
when  the  Grand  Lodge  is  in  session,  he  is  the  presiding  officer  of 
a  dignified  and  respectable  assembly  of  Masons  and  gentlemen, 
many  of  whom  are  as  well,  if  not  better,  qualified  to  perform  the 
duties  of  Grand  Master  than  he  is  himself.  In  the  Grand  Lodge 
reside  all  the  power  of  the  Grand  Master.  It  makes  him  presid- 
ing officer  thereof,  and  invests  him  with  the  authority  which  he 
exercises.  He  is  the  high  servant  of  the  Craft  at  large.  They 
have  placed  such  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  their  choice,  that 
they  deny  the  right  of  appeal  from  his  decision.  And  yet, 
brethren,  I  should  deliberate  long,  before  ruling,  that  the  opinion 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  not  more  worthy  of  consideration  than 
my  own.  The  denial  of  the  right  of  appeal  was  unquestionably 
made  for  wise  purposes,  and  this  great  power  was  placed  iu  the 
Grand  Master  for  reasons  which  are  obvious  to  every  Mason  ; 
but  it  is  a  power  which  is  to  be  exercised  rarely,  never  capri- 
ously,  with  great  caution,  and  only  when  the  interests  of  the 
institution  absolutely  demand  it. 

The  Grand  Master  is  not  4 4  Masonry."  He  is  the  servant  of 
all,  appointed  to  a  high  and  dignified  position,  to  enforce  the 
rules  and  regulations,  both  ancient  and  modern,  made  by  the 
Craft  for  the  government  of  the  Craft. 

The  Grand  Lodge  is  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeal  in  all 
masonic  cases,  and  may  be  addressed  by  appeal,  petition,  or 
memorial.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  the  governing  power  in  Masonry, 
the  high  court  of  last  resort,  every  facility  should  be  afforded  to 
the  members  of  the  Craft,  and  to  its  subordinates,  to  lay  their 
grievances  and  complaints  before  it  in  accordance  with  the  Con- 
stitutions, and  to  give  them  patient  hearing.  Between  it  and  them 
there  should  ever  exist  the  fullest  confidence.  The  weight  and 
authority  of  the  one  should  never  oppress  the  others,  and  they 
on  their  part  should  ever  suslain  it  in  its  government.  Although 
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its  government  is  despotic,  the  Grand  Lodge  should  never  become 
the  despot.  While  wilful  and  persistent  disobedience  of  the 
edicts,  decrees,  and  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  should  be  speedily 
and  certainly  punished,  I  would  have  its  authority  so  light  that 
the  Lodges  and  brethren  should  scarcely  recognize  its  existence. 
Whether  considered  as  parental  or  fraternal,  let  its  government 
be  mild,  easy,  persuasive. 

In  entering  upon  the  duties  which  appertain  to  the  office  of 
Grand  Master,  I  shall  endeavor  to  preserve,  as  far  as  is  possible, 
the  ancient  customs  and  usages  of  the  Craft,  and  the  old  manner 
of  administering  the  affairs  of  this  office.  I  have  no  new  ideas 
to  present,  no  new  customs  to  inaugurate.  To  the  Board  of  Dis- 
trict Deputy  Grand  Masters  I  shall  look  to  perform  much  of  the 
labor  which  of  late  years  has  found  its  way  into  this  office.  In 
their  several  Districts  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  Deputy 
Grand  Masters  de  facto  as  well  as  de  jure.  They  have  been 
selected  from  the  Fraternity  for  their  high  personal  character, 
their  knowledge  of  masonic  jurisprudence,  and  their  familiarity 
with  the  ritual.  To  them  the  brethren  will  have  free  and  easy 
access  for  instruction,  advice,  and  the  construction  of  our  Regula- 
tions and  Constitutions.  Their  respective  residences  in  the  seve- 
ral Districts  will  make  these  communications  at  once  convenient 
and  agreeable. 

Two  years  ago  the  Districts  were  remodelled  throughout  the 
Commonwealth.  They  were  arranged,  so  far  as  could  be  done, 
upon  the  lines  of  railroads,  that  these  officers,  at  little  expense 
and  with  great  rapidity,  could  visit  their  Lodges.  The  number 
in  each  was  reduced,  so  that  no  one  except  the  Boston  District 
should  contain  more  than  twelve  Lodges.  The  change  was  made 
carefully,  with  great  labor,  and  was  intended  to  be  permanent. 

After  consideration  I  have  made  some  alterations,  which  it  is 
hoped  will  prove  beneficial. 

The  First  District  comprises  the  twelve  Lodges  of  Boston 
proper.  To  the  Second  District  are  added  Faith  and  John  Ab- 
bott Lodges.   The  Third  District  is  composed  of  the  Lodges  in 
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South  and  East  Boston,  Roxbury,  West  Roxbury,  and  Dorchester. 
To  the  Fourth  District  are  added  Bethesda,  Dalhousie,  and 
Meridian  Lodges.  To  the  Twelfth  District  is  added  Middlesex 
Lodge. 

Instruction  in  the  lectures  and  ritual  has  been  confided  to  three 
brethren  of  learning,  experience,  and  of  great  ability  in  the  art  of 
teaching.  The  Grand  Lodge  has  placed  in  their  hands  the  estab- 
lished work  of  this  jurisdiction,  which  it  is  not  in  their  power  to 
modify  or  change.  To  preserve  it  in  its  present  verbal  ferm  will 
be  their  duty  as  well  as  their  pride.  There  are  many  things  in 
the  manner  of  rendering  this  work,  of  a  dramatic  character, 
which  each  Lodge  will  practice  according  to  its  pleasure.  But  to 
the  lectures  and  ritual,  as  taught  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  it  is 
expected  that  every  Lodge  will  conform.  To  make  this  ritual 
more  impressive,  and  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  more  at- 
tractive, should,  in  my  judgment,  be  the  study  and  aim  of  every 
Master.  The  introduction  of  music,  and  other  adjuncts  of  a 
similar  nature,  have  already  done  much  to  heighten  the  interests 
of  the  brethren  in  the  exercises  of  the  Lodge. 

Until  a  comparatively  recent  period  it  was  the  custom  for 
every  Diploma  to  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters,  and  for  them,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  to  make 
return  of  the  number  furnished  to  each  Lodge.*  Of  late  years 
the  officers  of  Lodges  situated  near  the  Grand  East  have  applied 
directly  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  who  has  furnished  these  docu- 
ments ad  libitum,  in  blank,  and  without  keeping  any  account 
thereof. 

The  bill  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  Diplomas  amounts  annually 
to  a  large  sum,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  reduce  it. 
Under  the  present  system  many  Diplomas  are  issued  which  are 
never  used,  and  so  carelessly  have  they  been  kept,  that  they  have 
found  their  way,  with  the  signatures  of  the  Grand  Master  and 

*  The  Constitutions  provide  that  these  officers  "  shall  •  furnish  the  Lodges 
with  all  such  Diplomas  as  they  shall  be  entitled  to."  Part  I.,  Art.  viii., 
Sect.,  10. 
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Grand  Secretary  thereon,  into  the  hand*  of  the  profane 
clandestine  Masons.    It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  otB 
Lodges  will  be  more  careful  of  these  instruments  than  the 
Lodge  is. 

During  the  present  year  the  Grand  Secretary  will  issue  Di 
to  none  but  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  with  i 
whom  he  will  keep  a  careful  account  of  the  numhi-r 
These  Grand  Officers  will  issue  to  the  Lodges  such  Dink 
may  be  required,  upon  proof  satisfactory  that  they  are  a 
needed  for  the  purposes  required;  ami  they  will  keep  an  s 
of  the  number  furnished  to  each  Lodge,  and  make  return 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  end  of  the  year.  They  will  t 
proper  care  is  taken  in  their  distribution ,  and  at  the  time  c 
annual  visits  to  the  Lodges  they  will  make  examination 
disposition  made  of  them.  They  will  also  make  return 
number  and  names  of  each  Past  Master  to  whom  the; 
issued  Diplomas  during  their  official  term,  and  the  Grand 
tary  will  furnish  this  Diploma  to  the  District  Deputies  alo: 
will  keep  an  account  of  the  number  issued  and  to  whom. 

Upon  all  the  Grand  Officers  let  me  charge  the  ueeesai 
most  rigid  economy  in  every  department  of  the  Grand 
While  the  Lodges  and  the  brethren  are  striving  to  redi 
debt,  let  them  be  encouraged  by  the  knowledge  that  the  e: 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  poi 

It  is  proper  and  becoming  for  us,  upon  this  anniversary 
plore  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the  labors  which  we  ha 
undertaken,  and  to  pray  that  thig  Grand  Lodge,  protect 
far  through  the  many  vicissitudes  it  has  passed,  may  f 
same  protecting  care  through  the  year  before  us.  Let  us 
fully  remember  the  manifold  blessings  an<l  mmtlirt*  with  1 
kind  Providence  has  surrounded  us,  both  as  an  institution 
brethren.  Let  us  return  our  sincere  thanksgiving  to  A' 
God  for  all  his  mercies  towards  us.  His  right  hand  ha 
in  safety  thus  far  on  our  journey  through  life. 

Brethren!  may  the  same  heavenly  erne  be  over  you  tl 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 


63 


ing  year.  May  you  return  in  safety  to  your  homes  from  your 
labors  here,  encouraged  to  renewed  exertions  in  behalf  of  Masonry 
and  of  our  own  Grand  Lodge  ! 

On  motion  of  R.  W.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  the  Address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  was  referred 
R.W.  Brothers  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  Charles  W.  Moore, 
and  George  W.  Warren,  the  Committee  charged  with  the 
Annual  Report  of  Grand  Master  Dame. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  was  then 
closed  in  Ample  Form  ;  after  which  the  brethren  marched  in 
procession  to  the  Banquet  Hall,  when  the  Annual  Feast  was 
celebrated  after  the  manner  of  Masons. 


SOLON  THORNTON, 

Grand  Secretary. 


i 
i 

i 
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!  PORTS  OF  DISTRICT  DEPUTIES. 


FIEST  DISTRICT. 

M  C-  Dame,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

r  consecutive  years,  by  your  favor  and  that  of  your 
te  predecessor,  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  serve  the 
orshipful  Grand  Lodge,  as  District  Deputy  Grand 
rf  the  First  Masonic  District,  and  during  the  same 
y  the  kindness  of  my  associates,  the  distinguished 
is  been  mine,  of  presiding  over  the  deliberations  of 
■d  of  Deputies,  representing  the  entire  State.  Other 
tl  duties  preclude  the  possibility  of  further  service  in 
lorable  position,  and  I  therefore  submit  my  final 
of  a  long,  laborious,  yet  very  pleasant  term  of  stew- 
I  have  been  gratified  by  your  confidence  in  me, 
d  by  repe  ated  appointments,  —  by  the  endorsement 
saociates  in  electing  me  year  by  year  to  the  position 
rman  of  their  Board,  —  and  in  the  opportunities 
me  for  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  brethren  of 
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t'ae  nineteen  different  Lodges,  that  have  at  various  times  been 
attached  to  the  District.  All  these  have  more  than  compen- 
sated for  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  the  position. 

"  The  labor  we  delight  in  physics  pain." 

I  have  visited,  officially,  all  the  Lodges  in  the  First  Masonic 
District,  except  Baalbec  and  Hammatt  Lodges  of  £ast  Boston . 
For  these,  I  authorized  W.  Br.  Theodore  H.  Emmons  by 
special  warrant  to  perform  the  duties,  who  cheerfully  accepted 
the  trust,  and  whose  Report  is  hereunto  annexed. 

The  following  table  presents  the  work  and  condition  of  the 
Lodges  in  this  District :  — 


Name  of  Lodge. 

NambarofMa 

13      .    .  . 

...  850 

3      .    .  . 

...  41 

12      .    .  . 

...  209 

21      .    .  . 

...  816 

21      .    .  . 

...  297 

19      .    .  . 

...  231 

9      .    .  . 

...  149 

8      .    .  . 

...  64 

10  ... 

...  162 

6      .    .  . 

...  91 

38      .    .  . 

...  298 

9      .    .  . 

...  82 

4      .    .  . 

...  68 

6      .    .  . 

...  46 

Zetland  

6      .  . 

...  43 

Whole  number  .   .  . 

184      .    .  . 

.    .    .  2,446 

Whole  number  last  year 

800      .    .  . 

.    .   .  2,862 

The  circulars  prepared  by  the  Finance  Committee,  in 
accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  Quar- 
terly Communication  in  September,  and  which  presented  in 
succinct  form  the  pressing  necessity  for  a  speedy  reduction  of 
the  floating  debt,  were  duly  forwarded  to  the  Masters  of  the 
Lodges  in  the  District.    I  found  the  number  of  brethren  who 
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muted  the  Grand  Lodge  tax  (so-called)  on  the  first 
nber  to  be  as  follows  :  — 


?enf  Lodg*. 

Number  of  Memben. 

Number  Commuted. 

860  ... 

.   .    .    .  73 

41  ... 

.    .    .    .  60 

209  ... 

.    .    .    .  27 

315  ... 

  288 

at  Lebanon  .  , 

297  ... 

.    .    .    .  62 

I.F     'P.J  Jlill- 

9511 

149      ..  . 

.    .    .    .  2 

slow  Lewis  .  . 

64  ... 

.    .    .    .  74 

162  ... 

.    .    .    .  70 

91  ... 

.    .    .    .  38 

ph  Warren 

298  ... 

....  96 

82  ... 

.    .    .    .  20 

68  ... 

.    .    .    .  68 

46  ... 

.    .    .    .  12 

43  ... 

.    .    .    .  1 

Total     .  . 

.    .    2,446      .    .  . 

.    ...  904 

ire  to  say,  Worshipful  Sir,  without  having  examined 
rda,  that  no  better  exhibit  can  be  made  by  any  of 
-icte  in  your  jurisdiction,  and  this,  too,  with  the 
of  the  twenty-four  masonic  organizations  meeting 
emple,  greatly  enhanced  by  heavy  rents  and  other 
ncident  to  the  occupancy  of  so  extensive  a  building; 
at  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  large  portion  of  the  regu- 
ie  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  derived  from  these  institu- 
NTot  withstanding  this  fact,  I  take  heart  from  the 
my  remarks  touching  commutation  were  received, 
juiries  made,  and  in  the  great  interest  manifested 
lembers  of  every  Lodge,  and  I  have  faith  to  believe 
Y  Mason  in  the  First  Masonic  District  (whose  means 
it  )  will  aid  in  cancelling  the  floating  debt  and  save 
id  Charity  Fund. 

e  again  present  the  roll  of  honor  of  the  Lodges 
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which  needed  no  spur,  no  incentive,  when  they  were  called 
upon  to  fulfil  their  masonic  obligations,  and  obey  to  the  spirit 
as  well  as  the  letter,  the  edicts  and  decrees  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  :  — 

Columbian.  |  Winslow  Lewis. 

St.  Andrew's.  |  Abebdoub. 

all  of  which  commuted  the  tax  in  full. 

The  work  throughout  the  District  has  greatly  improved, 
every  Lodge  showing  more  approximation  towards  the  ritual 
as  exemplified  by  authority,  and  more  care  in  the  working  out 
the  detail.  The  irksomeness  of  my  duty  in  making  fifteen 
almost  consecutive  official  visits,  has  been  entirely  overborne 
by  the  delight  I  have  experienced,  in  witnessing  the  efforts  of 
able  and  enthusiastic  officers. 

And  now  comes  the  sad  duty  of  an  official  farewell  to  all 
the  brethren  whom  I  have  guided,  under  your  direction,  for 
the  past  four  years,  —  of  Bethesda,  Monitor,  Pequossette, 
and  Belmont  Lodges,  who  were  with  me  in  my  first  years  of 
service,  and  of  whom  I  have  most  happy  recollections,  — 
of  St.  Andrew's,  worthy  descendants  of  those  who  gathered 
under  the  sign  of  the  old  Green  Dragon,  —  of  Massachusetts 
and  of  Columbian,  honoring  me  greatly  as  the  representative 
the  Grand  Lodge,  —  of  Mount  Lebanon,  where  he  whose 
blood  courses  through  my  veins  first  saw  masonic  light,  and 
the  brethren  of  whicli  Lodge  garlanded  his  remains  with  the 
sacred  sprig  of  acacia,  —  of  Mount  Tabor,  Baal  bee,  and 
Hammatt,  —  of  Winslow  Lewis,  Revere,  Germania,  Joseph 
Warren,  Aberdour,  Eleusis,  and  Zetland,  who  have  laid  me 
under  so  many  obligations,  —  and  last,  old  St.  John'?, 
«f  Ancient  of  Days,"  hoary  with  its  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
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of  masonic  life,  —  to  each  and  all,  a  kind  farewell ; 
*perity  ever  attend  them,  "  brotherly  love  prevail, 
r  social  and  moral  virtue  cement  them." 

Fraternally  yours, 

JAMES  A.  FOX, 

D.D.G.M.  First  Masonic  District. 
ft  A,  Fox,  D.D.GM.  First  Masonic  District. 

Sir  akd  Brother.  —  At  your  request,  I  visited,  on 
of  November,  Baalbec  Lodge,  and  on  the  25th, 
;  Lodge,  both  of  East  Boston.  In  both,  I  was 
in  the  most  cordial  manner  as  your  representa- 
every  facility  was  afforded  me  in  the  discharge  of 

Lodges  are  in  a  prosperous  condition,  having 
air  amount  of  work  during  the  past  year,  and,  so  far 
earn,  working  harmoniously  together, 
ill  ulwiTve,  by  the  returns,  that  there  are  a  large 

of  rejections  to  the  number  of  initiates,  and  I 
is  Ion  to  c:\ll  attention  to  the  fact,  at  the  same  time 
hat  it  was  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons, 
me  to  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  opportunity  afforded 
isit  the  brethren  of  East  Boston,  and  witnessing  a 
of  work,  although  not  in  accordance  with  the  estab- 
lal,  yet  such  as  we  sometimes  meet  with  in  other 
tns. 

Fraternally  yours, 

THEODORE  H.  EMMONS. 
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SECOND  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  herewith 
to  submit  to  you  a  Keport  of  my  acts  during  the  past  year 
in  the  office  to  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  assign  me,  in 
the  Second  Masonic  District  of  the  Commonwealth.  Hav- 
ing completed  my  round  of  visits  to  the  several  Lodges  in 
the  District,  as  the  Deputy  of  the  Grand  Master,  I  find  their 
condition  as  regards  membership  and  the  number  of  initiates 
during  the  year  ending  August  31,  1868,  to  be  as  follows :  — 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Location. 

Memben. 

JniHmi 

King  Solomon's  .  . 

Charles  town 

.   .   224   .  . 

.   .  26 

Mount  Carmel    .  . 

.   171    .  . 

.   .  15 

Star  of  Bethlehem 

Chelsea  .  . 

.   .   202  .  . 

.   .  9 

Mount  Hermon  . 

Medford  .  . 

.   .   123   .  . 

.   .  10 

Wyoming  .    .   .  . 

Melrose   .  . 

.   .   182   .  . 

.   .  21 

Mount  Vernon   .  . 

Maiden    .  . 

.   .   162  .  . 

.   .  14 

Henry  Price  .    .  . 

Charlestpwn  . 

.   .   178   .  . 

.    .  34 

Golden  Fleece    .  . 

.   .     86   .  . 

.   .  18 

William  Sutton  .  . 

Saugus    .  . 

.   .     46  .  . 

.   .  9 

Robert  Lash  .    .  . 

Chelsea   .  . 

.     88   .  . 

.   .  6 

.1,407   .  . 

.   .  162 

The  above  table  shows  a  wide  difference  in  the  num- 
ber of  candidates  who  have  been  admitted  to  the  Degrees, 
but  my  investigations  have  satisfied  me  that  great  caution 
and  care  have  been  observed  by  those  Lodges  who  have 
admitted  the  largest  numbers,  in  the  selection  of  their 
candidates.  In  most  of  them  there  has  been  an  amplitude  of 
good  material  from  which  their  choice  has  been  made,  and 
the  numerous  rejections  throughout  the  District  demonstrate 
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that  the  Lodges  are  firmly  resolved  that  the  true  standard  of 
qualification  for  admission  into  our  Fraternity  shall  not  be 
lowered. 

Upon  inspection  of  the  Records  and  By-Laws,  I  find  that, 
in  all  cases,  the  Records  have  been  kept  with  care  and  accu- 
racy, and  in  some  of  the  Lodges  with  praiseworthy  neatness 
and  elegance,  and  that  the  By-Laws  are  well  framed  for  the 
purposes  of  organization  and  government.  As  to  the  per- 
formance of  the  ritual  and  technical  ceremonies  of  the 
Fraternity,  there  has  been  so  general  an  illustration,  both  of 
correctness  in  work  and  of  impressiveness  in  its  delivery, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  claim  superiority  for  any  one  Lodge  over 
others  in  the  District  in  these  respects.  Inasmuch,  however, 
as  officers  differ  in  temperament,  in  culture,  and  education,  we 
might  naturally  expect  to  find  some  difference  between  the 
Masters  of  Lodges  in  the  rendition  of  the  work.  Some,  having 
cultivated  the  faculty  of  memory  in  its  circumstantial  and 
verbal  form,  lay  great  stress  upon  the  accuracy  and  exactness 
of  the  words  of  the  ritual,  while  others  are  more  careful  to  give 
to  the  words,  by  an  impressive  delivery  and  imposing  address, 
their  highest  force  and  vigor.  In  every  Lodge  in  the  District, 
one  or  both  of  these  good  results  are  seen  ;  and,  in  some  of 
them,  they  unite  to  produce  the  best  impressions  of  the  ritual. 

In  regard  to  the  subject  of  commutations  of  the  tax  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  upon  the  Tem- 
ple, I  regret  to  state  that  I  did  not  receive  the  circulars  of 
the  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  Quarterly  Communica- 
tion, until  I  had  visited  nine  of  the  Lodges  in  the  District, 
so  that  I  have  been  unable  to  accomplish  that  which  might 

have  been  possible  upon  an  earlier  receipt  of  those  circulars. 

10 
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I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  a  general  desire  throughout  the 
District  that  the  debt  should  be  paid  and  all  our  obligations 
honorably  discharged  at  the  earliest  date.  I  feel  bound  also 
to  report  that  there  is  an  almost  equal  desire  that  the  money 
necessary  to  discharge  the  existing  debt  should  be  raised  by 
some  other  method  than  by  the  present  yearly  tax  or  its  com- 
mutation. A  suggestion  has  been  made  that  a  voluntary 
subscription  in  all  the  Lodges  be  tried,  conditioned  upon  the 
raising  of  the  whole  amount  necessary.  If  any  such  method 
should  commend  itself  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Masters,  or  some  other  competent  brethren, 
should  visit  all  the  Lodges  of  the  several  Districts  upon  this 
special  work  alone,  it  may  be  that  such  an  interest  and 
enthusiasm  might  be  awakened  as  would  accomplish  the  much- 
needed  result. 

The  amount  of  commutations  paid  by  the  several  Lodges 
in  the  Second  District  will  appear  by  the  following  state- 
ment :  — 


$10JOO 

♦9.00 

.   .     1   .   .   .  . 

....  17 

Star  of  Bethlehem  '.   .  . 

.   .     1   .   .   .  . 

.   ...  28 

.   .     0  .   .   .  . 

....  11 

.   .    4  .   .   .  . 

.   .   .   .  0 

.   .   34  .   .   .  . 

....  19 

.   .     0  .   .   .  . 

.   .   .   .  0 

.   .    0  .   .   .  . 

.   .   .   .  2 

.   .  49  .   .   .  . 

....  76 

Whole  number  of  commutations  for  the  year,  125 ;  amount 
paid,  $1,174.00. 

As  the  Deputy  of  the  Grand  Master,  I  have  been  received 
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at  all  my  visits  with  great  cordiality  and  respect,  and  the 
very  able  and  experienced  brethren  who  have  honored  me  as 
members  of  the  visiting  delegation,  and  to  whom  I  desire  to 
tender  my  sincere  thanks,  have  derived  much  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  from  the  inspections  of  the  Lodges.  The  true 
spirit  of  Masonry  pervades  the  District,  and  the  only  return 
I  have  been  able  to  make  for  the  kindness  invariably  shown 
to  me  by  all  the  Lodges,  has  been  to  endeavor  to  recur  to 
those  great  and  fundamental  principles  upon  which  the  Fra- 
ternity rests,  and  upon  which  depend  its  future  growth  and 
prosperity. 

With  my  thanks  for  the  honor  of  this  appointment,  permit 
me  to  subscribe  myself, 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

TRACY  P  CHEEVER, 

D.D.G.M.  Second  Masonic  District. 

Chelsea,  Dec.  1,  1868. 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 

To  Cbasles  C.  Dame,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  .of  Massa- 
chusetts, 

Dear  Sib  and  Brother, — With  the  close  of  another 
year  of  official  labor  comes  the  duty  of  placing  before  you 
a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  several  Lodges  compris- 
ing the  District  you  have  been  pleased  to  place  under  my 
care.  In  so  doing,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  specify  each 
Lodge  in  particular,  as  that  would,  from  the  condition  of 
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things,  necessitate  repetition,  and  consequently  extend  this 
Report  beyond  proper  limits. 

During  the  past  autumn,  I  have  Visited  officially  all  the 
Lodges  in  the  District  assigned  me,  and  have,  without  excep- 
tion, been  most  cordially  and  respectfully  received  as  your 
representative.  I  find  the  several  Charters  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation,  the  By-Laws  approved,  and  the  Records  faith- 
fully and,  in  several  instances,  neatly  kept.  Specimens  of 
work  have  been  exhibited  in  every  instance,  which,  as  a 
whole,  fully  sustain  the  high  commendation  bestowed  in  my 
last  Report.  It  has  been  a  year  of  substantial  progress,  as 
well  in  the  spirit  as  in  the  letter  of  Masonry;  and  I  am 
happy  to  report  all  the  Lodges  of  the  District  in  a  healthful 
and  prosperous  condition. 

The  following  table  presents  the  work  and  condition  of  the 
Lodges  in  the  Third  District :  — 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Location. 

Initiates. 

Mwiba 

Middlesex     .   .  . 

Framingham  .  . 

.   .     6  .  . 

.  56 

Washington  .   .  . 

.   .   15   .  . 

.  206 

Dorchester    .  . 

.   .   11   .  . 

.  168 

Meridian  .... 

Natick  .... 

.   .     8   .  . 

.  112 

Bethesda  .... 

.    .    15   .  . 

.  72 

St.  Paul's  .... 

South  Boston 

.   .   15   .  . 

.  228 

Gate  of  the  Temple 

South  Boston 

.   .   13  .  . 

.  161 

Dalhousie  .... 

.   .   18   .  . 

.  142 

Adelphi  .... 

South  Boston 

.   .   16  .  . 

.  56 

Lafayette     .   .  . 

.   .     4   .  . 

.  45 

Eliot  

West  Roxbury  . 

.   .     7   .  . 

.  40 

Total  .  . 

126  .  . 

1^276 

The  above  exhibit,  compared  with  the  preceding  year, 
shows  an  increase  of  seventy  members,  and  a  decrease  of 
twenty-three  in  the  number  of  initiates. 

In  closing  this  department  of  my  masonic  labor,  I  desire, 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


77 


through  you,  to  return  my  grateful-  acknowledgments,  and 
to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  several  Lodges  of  the  Third  District,  for  the  uniform 
courtesy  and  kindness  they  have  extended  to  me  during  the 
term  of  my  official  service ;  also,  to  return  my  thanks  to, 
and  best  wishes  for,  the  brothers  who  have  so  cheerfully  aided 
me  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties. 

With  renewed  assurances  of  my  kind  regard,  I  remain, 

Sincerely  and  fraternally  yours, 

CEPHAS  BRIGHAM, 

D.D.G.M.  Third  Masonic  District. 

Aubukndalb,  December,  1868. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  'Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
submit  the  following  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  several 
Lodges  comprised  in  the  Fourth  Masonic  District,  and  the 
result  of  the  work  ending  Sept.  1,  1868. 


Name  of  Lodge.  Location.  Initiates.  Membcn. 

Corinthian   Concord   ....  8  ...  54 

Hiram  .Arlington  .   .   .   .  29  .   .   .  159 

Amicable   Cambridgeport  .   .  14  .   .    .  288 

Monitor   Waltham  ....  14  ...  132 

Putnam   East  Cambridge    .   7  ...  96 

Pequossette   Watertown   .   .   .  10  .   .  .100 

John  Abbot   Somerville   ...  12  ...  172 

Mount  Olivet   Cambridge   ...   9  ...  98 

Belmont   Belmont  ....  14  ...  27 

Isaac  Parker  Waltham ....   6  ...  40 

Total  128  .   .  1,111 
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I  have  visited  all  the  Lodges  named  in  the  Fourth  Ma- 
sonic District,  and  can  assure  you  that  the  Lodges  are  well 
officered,  and  the  work  has  been  well  and  uniformly  done, 
and  I  shall  ever  remember  with  pleasure  and  gratitude  my 
official  visits  to  the  several  Lodges  for  their  kindness  and  car- 
dial greeting.  Thanking  you  for  die  honor  of  the  appoint- 
ment, 

I  remain  yours  fraternally, 

HENRY  ENDICOTT, 

Z>J).G.M.  Fourth  Mamie  District. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Chasleb  C.  Dams,  M.W.  Grand  Matter  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Motto- 

ckutettt. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
my  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  several 
Lodges  comprising  the  Fifth  Masonic  District. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  say,  as  it  must  be 
to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  Masonic  Institution  to  learn, 
that  the  Lodges  in  this  District  are  in  a  very  prosperous  and 
excellent  condition ;  nothing  has  occurred  to  mar  the  harmony 
which  has  heretofore  existed,  and"  although  several  of  our 
brightest  Masons  have  retired  from  office,  yet  the  more 
than  ordinary  interest  manifested  by  those  who  have  been 
selected  to  succeed  them,  to  perfect  themselves  in  the 
ritual,  —  assures  me  that  every  effort  will  be  used  to  con- 
duce to  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  Lodges,  and  that 
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irtant  duties  devolving  upon  them  will  be  faithfully 

ed. 

ery  few  Dispensations  have  been  granted,  and  the 
ons  for  them  have  been  far  less  than  during  any  pre- 
Em 

allowing  table  Avill  show  the  number  of  members  and 
ber  of  initiated  in  eaeh  Lodge  in  this  District : — 


me  of  Lodge 

Location. 

Initial 

laathropic    «  . 

.   Marblehead  • 

.   *    97  x 

,   ,  10 

iu  

*   Gloucester  ♦  . 

•   .   168  . 

9 

u  

Salem   .   .  . 

.   .    168  . 

,  18 

Ian .   *  «,   .  , 

.   Peabody    %  , 

,   .   166  , 

>  ,  16 

irty    .   i   .  , 

Beyerly    ,  . 

.    .    108   .  , 

.  18 

Jer  

.   Rock  port  ,  . 

.   .     97   .  . 

.  14 



.   Dangers    ,  , 

,   ,    W6   ♦  . 

i  » 

t  King    .    .  . 

Salem   .   .  x 

.   .     86   .  . 

.  16 

I  T.  Heard  . 

Ipswich .   .  . 

.   .     81  . 

.  10 

da  .    .    | t  | 

.  Gloucester 

ii     Q8  •. 

,  20 

Total   ,  . 

.    U8Q   ,  , 

.  m 

e  above  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  an 
compared  with  the  preceding  year,  of  one  hundred 
members  and  three  initiates. 

bits  to  the  Lodges,  whether  official  or  otherwise, 
n  exceedingly  pleasant,  and  I  feel  under  great  obli- 
ir  the  very  warm  and  cordial  welcome  which  I  have 

y  received. 

assurances  of  my  best  wishes  for  the  future,  I  have 

r  to  be, 

lost  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

GEORGE  H.  PEIRSON, 

D.D.G.Af.  Fifth  Masonic  District. 

PC.  1,  1868. 
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SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Chables  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  In  submitting  this,  my  Third 
Annual  Report,  I  am  gratified  in  being  able  to  say  that  the 
Lodges  comprising  this  interesting  District  are,  for  the  most 
part,  in  a  remarkably  satisfactory  condition. 

The  number  of  initiates  hardly  equals  that  of  the  past  year, 
while  the  number  of  rejections  are  largely  increased,  leaving 
me  to  conclude  that  committees  have  been  more  careful  in 
examining  into  the  character  of  applicants,  and  the  Lodges 
more  cautious  in  their  selections.  In  my  official  visits,  I  have 
dwelt  at  length  upon  the  practical  requirements  of  our  Order, 
and  have  urged  upon  the  brethren  of  the  various  Lodges 
(with  all  the  earnestness  which  I  could  command)  the  neces- 
sity of  consistency.    My  visits  commenced  with  — 

St.  Mark's  Lodge,  Newburyfort.  —  As  we  were  hon- 
ored with  your  presence  on  that  occasion,  I  think  you  will 
agree  with  me  in  saying  the  work  was  excellent,  and  that 
the  Lodge  is  ably  officered.  Number  of  members,  128 ; 
number  of  initiates,  15. 

Merrimack  Lodge,  Haverhill. — This  Lodge  I  found 
to  be  making  satisfactory  progress.  Its  records  are  neatly 
and  correctly  kept,  and  its  work  substantially  that  laid  down 
by  the  Grand  Lodge.  Number  of  members,  179  ;  number 
of  initiates,  15. 

Charles  C.  Dame  Lodge,  Georgetown.  —  This  is  the 
youngest  Lodge  in  the  District,  and  I  make  mention  of  it  at 
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of  my  Report,  as  being  in  the  order  of  my  visits, 
my  first  visit  to  this  new  Lodge,  and  I  feel  that 
rdly  find  words  to  express  my  approbation  of  all 
r  and  heard.  Its  apartments  are  finished  and  fur- 
excellent  taste.  The  work  was  most  admirable, 
yon  were  present  with  us,  I  think  you  will  attest 
fulness,  when  I  say,  that  this  Lodge  stands  second 
1  the  District-  Number  of  members,  56  ;  number 
*,  1  I. 

itthew's  Lodge,  Andover.  —  This  Lodge  is  well 
and,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  is  in  a  healthy  con- 
Good  order  prevails  in  the  Lodge-room,  and  har- 
?ts  anion ^  its  members.    Number  of  members,  91 ; 

f  initiates,  4. 

,T  Lodge,  Lawrence.  — This  Lodge,  constituted  in 
grown  so  rapidly  that  measures  have  already  been 
div  to  the  formation  of  a  third  Lodge  in  this  com- 
new  city.    The  work  exhibited  at  the  time  of  my 
strictly  in  accordance  with  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
gob,  received  my  warmest  approval.    Number  of 
15£)  i  number  of  initiates,  25. 
Iancock  LobfJE  is  located  in  the  flourishing  village 
jii.     New  officers  had  beeen  elected  and  installed 
to  my  visit.    The  work  was  the  Third  Degree,  and 
>y  in  being  able  to  add  that  I  have  seldom  seen  the 
□re  impressively  conferred.    Number  of  members, 
*r  of  initiates,  6. 

;n  Lodge,  Amesbury. —  This  old  Lodge  is  in  a 
i  condition,  its  work  excellent,  its  officers  well  quali- 
11 
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ficd,  and  its  records,  as  usual,  correctly  kept.  Number  of 
members,  109  ;  number  of  initiates,  8. 

Grecian  Lodge,  Lawrence.  —  This  is  the  largest  Lodge 
in  the  District,  and  numbers  among  its  members  some  of  our 
oldest  and  most  respected  citizens.  Its  work  is,  with  few 
exceptions,  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  For  your  kindness  in 
accepting  my  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  time  of  my  visit 
to  this  Lodge,  and  for  the  eloquent  and  instructive  address 
which  you  was  pleased  to  make,  I  desire,  ,r  here  and  now," 
to  record  my  thanks.  Number  of  members,  241 ;  number 
of  initiates,  20. 

Saggahew  Lodge,  Haverhill.  —  This  young  Lodge  is 
prospering,  its  work  is  excellent,  and  its  records  beautifully 
kept.    Number  of  members,  94;  number  of  initiates,  10. 

My  official  visits  for  the  year  were  concluded  by  a  visit  to 
St.  John's  Lodge,  Newburyport. —  Three  generations 
have  arisen  and  passed  away  since  this  the  oldest  Lodge  in 
the  District  (whose  charter  dates  back  more  than  a  century) 
was  constituted.  My  visit  was  marked  with  that  courtesy  and 
attention  which,  as  your  representative,  I  invariably  receive. 
Number  of  members,  126  ;  number  of  initiates,  20* 

Very  few  Dispensations  for  conferring  degrees  out  of  course 
have  been  asked  for.  I  have  signed  an  application  for  Dis- 
pensation for  one  new  Lodge,  to  be  located  at  West  Ames- 
bury,  to  be  called  Bethany  Lodge.  Only  two  Lodges  in  the 
District  have  responded  with  anything  like  their  apparent 
ability  to  the  appeal  from  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  may  be 
owing  in  part  to  the  fact  that  the  circulars  sent  out  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  reached  me  too  late  to  be  of  much  service, 
as  part  of  my  visits  had  been  made.    In  conclusion,  I  desire 
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to  renew  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  and  kindness  which 
has  marked  all  our  official  intercourse.  And  with  thanks  for 
the  honor  of  a  second  re-appointment,  permit  me,  now  that 
your  K  term  of  service "  is  so  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close,  to 
congratulate  you  upon  the  marked  ability  with  which  you 
have  discharged  the  trying  duties  of  your  position,  and1  to 
couple  with  my  congratulations  my  earnest  well  wishes  for 
all  your  future. 

With  kindest  personal  and  fraternal  regards, 

I  am  yours  truly, 

LEMUEL  A.  BISHOP, 

D.D.G.M.  Sixth  Masonic  District. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sib  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
my  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  Lodges  compris- 
ing the  Seventh  Masonic  District. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Lodges  in  this  District  officially, 
with  the  exception  of  the  two  in  Groton. 

R.W.  Br.  Salmon  made  the  official  visits  to  St.  Paul's 
and  Caleb  Butler  Lodges,  and  his  Report  is  herewith  respect- 
fully submitted. 

The  Lodges  throughout  the  District  are  in  a  prosperous 
and  satisfactory  condition,  and  I  have  on  all  occasions  been 
received  with  much  kindness. 
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Whenever  I  have  visited  any  Lodge  officially  or  inform- 
ally, I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the 
request  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  that  all  the  brethren,  who 
could,  would  commute  the  annual  tax  by  the  present  pay- 
ment of  nine  dollars.  Many  of  the  brethren  have  promptly 
and.  very  cordially  responded  to  the  call.  About  one-fifth 
part  of  all  the  affiliated  Masons  in  this  District  have  com- 
muted this  year ;  and  I  am  especially  indebted  to  R.W.  Br. 
Salmon  for  the  time  he  has  devoted  to  visiting  the  several 
Lodges  in  this  District  with  me,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
known  the  condition  of  affairs  and  the  wants  of  the  M.W. 
Grand  Lodge. 

William  North  Lodge,  of  Lowell,  was  consecrated  by  the 
M.W.  Grand  Lodge  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March  last, 
and  the  brethren  of  this  young  Lodge  are  actively  and  use- 
fully devoting  themselves  to  the  interests  of  Masonry. 

Since  they  received  their  Charter,  they  have  initiated  ten, 
and  admitted  seventeen  to  membership. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  initiates  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  the  number  of  members  at  the  close  of 
the  year :  — 


Name  of  Lodge.  Location.                 InMrtm  IfamUn. 

St.  Paul's   Groton    ....  4  .   .  40 

Aurora   Fitchburg   ...  12  ..  188 

Pentucket  ...       .    .  Lowell    ....  24  ..  258 

Ancient  York   Lowell    ....  14  ..  186 

Mount  Horeb   Woburn  ....  11  .   .  88 

Caleb  Butler   Groton  Junction  .  8  .   .  70 

William  Parkman    .    .    .  Winchester ...  4  .   .  57 

Charles  W.  Moore   .   .   .  Fitchburg   ...  7  .   .  44 

Kilwinning   Lowell       ...  2  .   .  85 

William  North     ....  Lowell    ....  10  .   .  65 

Total   96  .   .  961 
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With  many  thanks  for  the  pleasure  I  have  enjoyed  through 
your  favor, 

I  am  very  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  KIMBALL, 

D.D.G.M.  Seventh  Masonic  District. 

Lowell,  December,  1868. 

R.W.  Charles  Kimball,  D.D.G.M.  Seventh  District. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  In  accordance  with  your 
instruction,  I  visited  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  at  Groton,  and  Caleb 
Butler  Lodge,  at  Groton  Junction,  on  the  26th  ult.,  at  each 
of  which  places  I  was  cordially  received  as  the  official  rep- 
resentative of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge. 

There  was  no  exhibition  of  work  in  either  Lodge,  but  from 
my  acquaintance  with  the  officers  and  their  specimen  of  skill 
shown  on  previous  occasions,  I  know  that  everything  is  done 
in  a  manner  worthy  the  home  of  the  Senior  Grand  Lecturer. 
The  returns  show  that  both  Lodges  have  done  a  fair  amount 
of  work,  and  the  liberal  attendance  evinced  a  healthy  interest 
in  the  cause  of  Masonry.  I  regret  to  report  that  the  brethren 
of  St.  Paul's  and  Caleb  Butler  have  done  little  towards 
relieving  the  wants  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  the  payment  of 
commutation  fees,  and  I  endeavored  by  an  earnest  appeal  to 
each,  to  stimulate  them  to  better  results  in  the  future. 

By  request  I  installed  the  officers  of  both  Lodges,  all  of 
them  earnest  in  the  work,  and  giving  promise  of  good  results 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Very  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

W.  F.  SALMON. 

Lowell,  November,  1868. 
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EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Chablbs  C.  Dame,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sib  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  pleasure  to  sub- 
mit herewith  my  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  Lodges 
comprising  the  Eighth  Masonic  District. 


Nun*  of  Lodge. 

Location. 

Inbfctaa. 

Membc 

.    18  . 

.  163 

.      8  . 

.  52 

.      9  . 

.  117 

.      6  . 

.  76 

.    11  . 

.  69 

.   12  . 

.  96 

.     2  . 

.  69 

.  72 

.     7  . 

.  84 

.  82  . 

.  747 

There  have  been  not  quite  as  many  initiates  in  this  Dis- 
trict as  in  the  preceding  year,  but  the  aggregate  number  of 
members  has  slightly  increased. 

All  the  Lodges  are  in  a  sound  and  prosperous  condition, 
and  their  work  is  done  exceedingly  well.  The  exceptions  I 
had  occasion  to  speak  of  last  year  have  been  remedied. 

I  have,  in  my  official  visits  as  your  Deputy,  been  received 
with  great  kindness  by  the  Lodges,  and  I  have  found  great 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  the  visits. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  the  appointment  as  Deputy, 

I  am  fraternally  yours, 

I.  F.  CONKEY, 

D.D.G.M.  Eighth  Maeonic  District. 

Amherst,  Dec.  7,  1868. 
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NINTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Chablbb  C.  Dame,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sib  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  as  my  Report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  the  Ninth  Masonic  District  for  the  year  ending  August 
31,  1868. 

Since  my  last  Annual  Report,  I  have  personally  visited 
in  my  official  capacity,  all  the  Lodges  in  the  District  but  two. 
On  the  evenings  appointed  for  visits  to  Wisdom  Lodge, 
West  Stockbridge,  and  Cincinnatus  Lodge,  Great  Barring- 
ton,  I  was  necessarily  away,  and  therefore  requested  R.W. 
Br.  Lorenzo  H.  Gamwell,  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden  and 
present  Grand  Lecturer,  to  visit  them  for  me,  which  he 
kindly  consented  to  do,  and  for  which  I  desire  publicly  to 
acknowledge  my  obligations  to  him.  His  Report  of  their 
condition  represents  them  as  much  in  the  same  condition  as 
last  year. 

In  most  of  the  Lodges,  a  good  degree  of  harmony  prevails. 
In  one,  to  which  I  have  called  your  attention,  the  number  of 
rejections  and  the  character  of  the  men  rejected  indicate 
the  presence,  on  the  part  of  some  one  or  more,  of  a  spirit 
hardly  masonic;  while  in  two  or  three  others  some  dis- 
satisfaction still  exists  in  relation  to  the  Grand  Lodge  capita- 
tion tax;  but  this  is  confined  to  those  Lodges  where  the 
same  feeling  existed  last  year,  and  in  one  or  two  of  them  is 
little,  if  any,  abated. 

On  my  visit  to  Evening  Star  Lodge,  Lee,  which  had  not 
paid  the  tax  for  last  year,  I  made  a  full  statement  to  them  of 
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the  condition  of  things,  and  of  what  the  result  to  them 
would  be  if  they  still  refused  to  pay,  and  gave  them  three 
days  in  which  to  arrange  it.  Within  that  time,  they  paid  the 
tax  for  last  year  in  full,  and  paid  for  thirty-seven  members  for 
the  present  year,  accounting  for  the  balance  of  members 
returned,  as. six  refusing  to  pay,  and  fifteen  as  non-paying 
or  not  accessible.  This  result  rendered  unnecessary  any 
further  action  under  the  mandamus  issued  by  you  to  me  in 
relation  to  this  Lodge,  and  it  was  therefore  returned  to  you 
with  an  endorsement  to  this  effect. 

Cincinnatus  Lodge,  at  Great  Barrington,  has  made  a 
return  similar  to  that  made  last  year,  returning  one  hundred 
and  three  members,  but  paying  tax  on  only  twenty,  without 
any  explanation.  A  list  of  those  paying  was,  upon  my 
application,  subsequently  forwarded  to  me  by  the  secretary, 
and  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

There  have  been  as  yet  but  few  commutations  of  the  tax 
in  this  District.  Some  twenty  in  Mystic  Lodge,  and  perhaps 
an  individual  case  or  more  in  one  or  two  others,  being  all ; 
but  some  of  the  Lodges  are  feeling  the  importance  of  this, 
and  I  think  that  during  the  coming  year  there  will  be  a  good 
many. 


The  following 

table  will  show  the  condition  of  the  La 

the  present  year : 

Name  of  Lodge. 

Location. 

Initiate*, 

Member* 

Cincinnatus 

Great  Barrington  . 

.   .   22  . 

.  108 

Evening  Star  . 

.  .  11  . 

.     .  69 

Lafayette  .  . 

.    North  Adams  .  . 

.    .     7  . 

.    .  109 

Wisdom    .  . 

.    West  Stockbridge  . 

.    .     5  . 

.  42 

Mystic  .    .  . 

.   Pittsfleld  .... 

.    .    14  . 

.  125 

Mount  Moriah 

.   Westfield.    .   .  . 

14  . 

.  171 

Berkshire  .  . 

South  Adams   .  . 

.    .     4  . 

.  67 

Huntington 

.    .    12  . 

.  81 

Total 

.   89   .  . 

.  707 
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It  will  be  seen  by  this  that,  notwithstanding  there  has  been 
eighty-nine  initiates  during  the  year,  there  has  still  been  quite 
a  falling  off  in  membership.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  the  Lodges  have  been  correcting  their  rolls,  which 
in  some  cases  contained  the  names  of  persons  who  have  been 
long  deceased,  removed,  or  non-contributing,  and  also  by 
the  fact  that  in  some  of  the  Lodges  the  list  of  dimitted  is, 
for  some  reason,  swollen  to  large  proportions,  far  exceeding 
any  former  precedent,  and  the  number  suspended  for  non- 
payment of  dues  large.  I  think  a  visit  of  some  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  officers  to  some  of  these  Lodges  would  do  a 
great  deal  of  good,  and  I  earnestly  recommend  it. 

The  Records  of  the  Lodges  are  generally  well  kept, 
Charters  carefully  preserved,  and  the  work  in  most  of  them 
well  done,  though  in  three  or  four  greater  accuracy  might  be 
attained. 

The  new  Lodge  at  Huntington  is  doing  well  and  making 
decided  progress. 

Applications  for  shortening  time  for  conferring  degrees  have 
been  very  seldom  asked  for,  and  in  each  case  where  they 
have,  the  reasons  given  have  seemed  to  justify  the  request, 
and  it  has  therefore  been  granted. 

Having  now  completed  my  duties  and  a  long  term  of  ser- 
vice in  this  position,  I  moat  gladly  retire,  and  can  only  hope 
that  my  successor  may  find  the  duties  agreeable  and  pleasant, 
his  visits  to  the  Lodges  always  welcome  ;  and  that  he  may  be 
more  successful  in  convincing  some  of  them  of  the  wisdom, 
justice,  and  necessity  of  the  ff  Order  and  Decree  "  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  which  has  been  a  somewhat  disturbing  element 
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in  the  harmony  of  some  of  the  Lodges  for  two  years  past, 
than  I  have  been. 

With  renewed  assurances  of  kind  and  fraternal  regard,  I 
remain, 

Very  truly  yours, 

HENKY  CHICKERING, 

D.D.G.M.  Ninth  Masonic  District. 


TENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts, 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  — In  accordance  with  my  duty, 
I  have  again  to  submit  my  Report  as  D.D.6.  Master  of 
District  Number  Ten. 

Nothing  has  occurred  during  the  past  year  to  disturb  the 
harmony  of  the  Craft  in  this  District ;  but,  to  the  contrary, 
much  has  been  done  tending  to  show  that  brotherly  love  pre- 
vails among  us. 

The  several  Masonic  Bodies  of  Springfield  extended  an 
invitation  to  their  brethren  in  this  and  neighboring  States,  to 
assemble  in  their  beautiful  city  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June, 
and  celebrate  the  day  with  appropriate  masonic  ceremonies. 
The  day  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  the  assemblage  much 
larger  than  could  have  been  expected,  and  formed  one  of  the 
finest  masonic  gatherings  ever  witnessed  in  the  State,  —  only 
excelled  by  that  attending  the  dedication  of  the  new  Temple 
in  the  city  of  Boston  the  year  previous,  and  that  only  in 
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point  of  numbers.  The  Masons  of  Springfield  may  well  be 
proud  of  their  success  in  celebrating  the  twenty-fourth  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight. 

I  requested  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Lodges  in  this 
District  to  meet  in  Springfield  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  October, 
to  witness  an  exemplification  of  the  Work  and  Lectures  by 
Lodges  selected  from  different  parts  of  the  District,  Hampden 
Lodge,  of  Springfield,  having  kindly  tendered  the  use  of  their 
spacious  and  beautiful  hall  for  that  purpose.  Every  Lodge 
was  well  represented  by  its  officers,  and  many  of  the  members. 
The  First  Degree  and  Lectures  were  assigned  to  Jerusalem 
Lodge,  of  Northampton ;  the  Second,  to  Thomas  Lodge,  of 
Palmer ;  the  Third,  to  Hampden  Lodge,  of  Springfield. 

K.W.  Br.  L.  H.  Gamwell,  of  Pittsfield,  Grand  Lec- 
turer, was  present,  and  promptly  answered  all  questions 
and  making  such  corrections  as  were  necessary  at  the  close  of 
each  degree.  The  afternoon  was  spent  on  the  First  and 
Second  Degrees.  On  being  called  from  labor  to  refreshment, 
all  were  agreeably  and  unexpectedly  surprised  by  being  in- 
vited to  partake  of  a  sumptuous  collation  prepared  by  the 
Masons  of  Springfield,  in  a  hall  adjoining  their  Lodge 
room.  The  tables  were  loaded  with  all  that  man  could 
wish,  and  proved  more  than  ample,  although  more  than  one 
hundred  were  present.  (Much  good  work  was  done  at  the 
tables.)  Labor  was  again  resumed,  the  evening  spent  on  the 
Work  and  Lectures  of  the  Third  Degree.  The  Work  pre- 
sented by  the  three  Lodges  was  most  satisfactorily  done,  (all 
agreeing  that  the  meeting  was  both  pleasant  and  instructive,) 
and  closed  by  a  unanimous  vote  to  meet  each  year  in  different 
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parts  of  the  District,  and  make  it  one  of  the  institutions  of 
the  Tenth  District. 

I  have  personally  visited  each  Lodge,  and  find  them  all  pros- 
perous and  conforming  to  the  requirements  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  In  each  of  my  visitations,  I  have  been  most  cordially 
received,  and  would  now  return  my  thanks  to  the  Masons 
of  the  Tenth  District  for  their  many  acts  of  kindness  to  me. 

The  annexed  table  will  show  the  number  initiated  the  past 
year,  and  the  number  of  members,  August  31,  1868  :  — 


Lodge*. 

Location. 

Initiate*. 

Member* 

.     .     21     .  . 

.  218 

Mount  Tom   .  . 

.    .   Holyoke     .   .  . 

.    .    14   .  . 

.  144 

.    .   17   .  . 

.  180 

.    .   34   .  . 

.  188 

Roswell  Lee  .  . 

.    .   83   .  . 

.  169 

.  79 

Day  Spring   .  . 

.    .    11   .  . 

.  87 

.    .     4  .  . 

.  72 

.    .   10   .  . 

.  61 

.   .     5   .  . 

.  43 

166   .  . 

.  1,191 

With  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  D.D.6.  Master,  I  remain 

Yours  most  respectfully  and  fraternally, 

DAVID  W.  CRAFTS, 

D.D.G.M.  Tenth  M atonic  DutrieL 

Northampton,  December  22,  1868. 
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ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

»  C.  Dame,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
d  Annual  Report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master 
Seventh  Masonic  District.  It  is  with  pleasure  that 
the  Lodges  of  the  District  in  good  working  order, 
them  have  made  great  improvement  during  the  past 
Ian y  changes  have  been  made  in  the  officers.  Young 
coming  tor  ward,  full  of  masonic  zeal,  well  qualified 
nnined  to  excel  their  fathers  in  Masonry.  Several 
have  responded  to  the  "Order"  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
nuting  for  the  tax.  One,  the  oldest,  the  largest, 
wealthiest  Ijodge,  has  commuted  for  all  its  mem- 
ne  for  nearly  all,  and  others  have  done  something, 
do  more  soon.  A  few  of  the  Lodges,  I  am  sorry 
have  not  received  sufficient  light  on  the  subject 
e  them  to  come  up  to  what  others  feel  to  be  their 
[  have  visited  all  of  the  Lodges  in  the  District  at 
e,  and  most  of  them  twice,  and  find  that  harmony 
throughout  all  their  borders. 

blowing  table  will  show  the  work  of  the  past  year  : — 


aw  of  Lodge. 

Location. 

Initiates. 

Members. 

uiug  Star    .  . 

.   .   Worcester  .  . 

.    .   32  . 

.  262 

.    .    10  . 

.  110 

.  .  11  . 

.  93 

.    .   31  . 

.  216 

ted  Brethren  . 

.   .   Marlboro'  .  . 

.    .    16  . 

.  96 

oneboag  .    ♦  . 

.   .   Southbridge  . 

.    .   11  . 

.  80 

.    .     7  . 

84 

87 

.    .   24  . 

86 

th  Star 

.   Ashland     .  . 

.    .     7  . 

.  72 

Total  , 

.     151  . 

.  1,175 
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The  above  shows  an  increase  of  membership  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  during  the  year.  In  concluding  this  Report, 
I  would  thank  you  again  for  the  continued  honor  conferred 
upon  me  by  this  appointment.  I  would  also  return  my 
thanks  to  the  brethren  of  the  Eleventh  District  for  the  very 
cordial  manner  in  which  they  have  always  received  me. 

Very  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

A.  A.  BURDITT, 

D.D.GM.  Eleventh  Masonic  District. 

Clinton,  Dec.  4,  1868. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

Dear  Sib  and  Brother, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my 
Fourth  Annual  Report  as  D.D.G.  Master  of  the  Twelfth 
Masonic  District,  which  comprises  eleven  Lodges. 

During  the  year,  I  have  granted  seven  Dispensations  for 
shortening  the  time  for  conferring  a  part  of  the  degrees,  to 
enable  the  Lodges  to  finish  work  upon  candidates  that  were 
about  to  leave  town  for  an  indefinite  time. 

January  14,  1868,  visited  Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  Holliston, 
and  installed  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  This  installa- 
tion was  public  to  the  lady  friends  of  members.  After  the 
installation,  the  retiring  Master,  W.  Br.  E.  F.  Whiting, 
was  presented  with  a  beautiful  service  of  silver  by  the 
brethren,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  regard  for  him,  both  as  a 
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md  an  untiring  friend  of  that  Lodge  ;  after  which,  all 
partook  of  a  most  bountiful  collation,  prepared  by 
as,  and  with  the  usual  amount  of  speech-making, 
&c,,  made  one  of  those  pleasant  occasions  not 
be  forgotten  by  those  who  are  permitted  to  join  in 

>er  1,  visited  Solomon's  Temple  Lodge,  Uxbridge, 
sived  the  returns  and  dues  for  the  Grand  Lodge, 
dge  done  no  work  on  this  occasion,  but  I  am  perfectly 
of  the  discretion  and  ability  of  its  officers,  and  of  the 
and  good  will  of  its  members  towards  the  Grand 

mr  13,  visited  Webster  Lodge,  Webster,  installed 
t>  fi  n-  the  enduing  year,  and  witnessed  work  on  the 

egree,  which  was  well  done  ;  also  received  returns  and 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

»er  26*  visited  Siloam  Lodge,  Westboro',  and  wit- 
vork  on  the  Third  Degree,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
;  it  was  good  work,  both  in  correctness  and  style, 
v  much  superior  to  what  I  had  expected  to  find  in  so 
t  Lodge.  1  received  the  returns  and  dues  for  the 
jodge,  partook  of  a  nice  collation,  staid  quite  late, 
a  very  agreeable  visit. 

ter  27,  visited  Blackstone  River  Lodge,  and,  although 
Master  hud  notified  me  (by  letter)  that  there  would 
c  on  the  Second  Degree  for  that  evening,  there 
work  exhibited*  One  excuse  might  have  been  that 
as  a  political  lecture  in  the  hall  beneath ;  but  the 
ruing,  one  of  the  members  of  that  Lodge  (who  was 
je  meeting)  informed  me  that  arrangements  had  been 


96 


ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OP 


made  by  the  W.  Master  to  confer  the  degree  on  the 
Friday  evening,  and  the  candidate  notified  to  that  effi 
Secretary  had  the  returns  for  the  Grand  Lodge  mad< 
the  Treasurer  had  counted  out  the  money  and  place* 
hand  to  count  before  the  W.  Master  and  S.  Warder 
but  before  I  had  time  to  count  the  money,  the  Vi 
and  S.  Warden  came  in  and  objected  to  the  n 
any  part  of  it,  being  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  I 
River  Lodge.  Some  .of  the  members  not  having  ] 
annual  dues,  I  did  not  get  the  returns  of  this  Lo 
Dec.  1,  and  then  dues  for  only  a  part  of  its  membe 

October  29,  visited  Franklin  Lodge,  Graft< 
Lodge  is  in  excellent  hands,  and  my  visits  to  it  ha 
been  seasons  of  pleasure.  This  being  their  regulai 
nication,  there  was  no  work,  but  the  regular  businc 
Lodge.  The  W.  Master  offered  to  show  a  specime 
skill ;  but  having  seen  the  same  officers  work  on  a 
visit,  and  knowing  their  ability,  I  did  not  deem  it  i 
Received  the  returns  and  dues  for  the  Grand  Lodjre 

November  2,  visited   Olive  Branch  Lodge, 
installed  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  rec 
returns  and  dues  for  the  Grand  Lodge. 

November  3,  visited  Oxford  Lodge.  This  visit 
on  election  day,  it  being  the  only  time  that  I  could 
examined  the  records  of  the  Lodge  throughout ;  t 
were  not  made  out ;  but  have  since  been  received. 

November  6,  visited  John  Warren  Lodge,  E 
installed  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  re< 
returns  and  dues  for  the  Grand  Lodge. 

November  7,    visited  Excelsior  Lodge,  Fran 
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I  work  on  the  Third  Degree,  which  was  very  well 
think  that  this  Lodge  has  improved  so  much  in  its 
ring  the  last  year,  that  if  R.W.  Br.  Gay  were  to 
)w,  he  would  hardly  think  that  it  could  be  the  same 
at  he  visited  one  year  ago.  I  received  the  returns 
for  the  Grand  Lodge. 

kber  9,  visited  Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  Holliston. 
ing  no  candidate  present,  the  meeting  was  a  social 
enjoyed  by  all  present.  I  received  the  returns  and 
the  Grand  Lixlge.  I  have  examined  the  records 
3  Lodges  m  this  District,  and  believe  the  business 
>een  correctly  done. 

3  made  no  official  visit  to  Montgomery  Lodge,  it 
s  Lodge  of  which  I  am  a  member,  I  did  not  think 
official  visit  (from  me)  was  necessary.  I  cannot 
this  report,  however,  without  giving  to  this  Lodge 
ie  of  being  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best, 
Lod^re  in  the  Twelfth  District.  By  the  returns,  we 
■allowing  to  have  been  the  number  of  initiates  dur- 
em%  and  the  number  of  members  returned  by  the 
jodges  :  — 

\  'in-  -  Initiates.  Member*. 

>n'f  Temple  Lodge,    11  .  .  98 

er                 t,    14  .  .  94 

  6  .  .  45 

.tone  River      P1    10  .  .  87 

  10  .  .  70 

omeiy           „    27  .  .  164 

Brunch           „    7  .  .  96 

  6  .  .  60 

barren           „    7  .  .  74 

  16  .  .  56 

Hullta    16  .  .  70 

TWL    .   128    ..  904 

13 
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Thus  we  find  that  the  number  of  initiates  in  this  District 
for  the  past  year  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  and  the 
present  number  of  members  nine  hundred  and  four. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  thank  you  for  the  honor  of 
being  continued  as  one  of  your  Deputies,  and  the  brethren 
of  the  Twelfth  District  for  the  very  courteous  and  fraternal 
manner  in  which  I  have  ever  been  received  by  them,  as  your 
Deputy.  Not  wishing  to  be  considered  as  a  candidate  for 
re-appointment, 

I  remain  very  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

HENRY  C.  SKINNER, 

D.D.GM.  Twelfth  Masonic  District. 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Matter  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  herewith  submit  my  official 
Report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  Thirteenth 
Masonic  District,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  27th  inst. 

I  have  visited  officially  every  Lodge  in  the  District,  and 
am  happy  to  report  a  good  degree  of  prosperity  throughout 
the  jurisdiction  assigned  me.  A  careful  inspection  of  the 
work  and  the  Records  of  the  several  Lodges  has  shown  a 
commendable  degree  of  accuracy,  while  the  kindness  and 
good  will,  with  which  such  criticisms  as  I  have  felt  called 
upon  to  make,  have  been  received,  has  evinced  a  determina- 
tion to  excel,  which  has  been  very  gratifying  to  me. 
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jelow  a  tabular  statement  of  the  work  done  in  the 

tdges  :  — 


-  Initiate*.  Members. 

  12  .  .  117 

iTid   16  .  .  181 

ItRr   5  .  86 

u*   16  .  .  118 

*   .   .   ,   18  .  .  96 

ill   2  .  .  89 

g£   10  .  .  64 

itrk   13  .  .  66 

layliea  .    .    . .   15  .  .  72 

,   9  .  .  51 

an  ....   4  .  .  44 

Total  •   119  ..  921 


iaryf  last  I  received  for  distribution  a  package  of 
rom  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 

■  an  urgent  appeal  to  every  affiliated  Mason  within 
iction  to  commute  his  per  capita  tax  of  one  dollar 
*  thirteen  years,  by  the  immediate  payment  of  nine 
These  circulars,  as  also  those  of  similar  purport 
October  last  by  a  committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  that  purpose,  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  every 
the  District,  and  I  have  lost  no  opportunity  in  my 
its  of  urging  upon  the  brethren  the  great  impor- 
,  generous  response.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
it,  up  to  this  time,  about  one-third  of  the  whole 

■  affiliated  Masons  in  the  District  have  commuted, 
d  that  the  matter  is  still  being  agitated  in  many  of 

■  with  excellent  prospects  for  further  returns  at  an 

e  cordial  reception  and  the  generous  hospitality 
:o  me  by  the  several  Lodges,  I  desire  to  express  to 
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them  my  hearty  thanks.  It  is  this  that  has  made  what 
otherwise  might  have  proved  an  irksome  task,  a  pleasant 
experience. 

I  also  desire  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  those 
brethren  who  accompanied  me  in  my  official  visitations, 
especially  for  their  earnest  co-operation  with  my  efforts  in 
behalf  of  the  commutation  of  the  tax. 

In  concluding  this  brief  report,  allow  me  to  offer  you  my 
thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  in  my  appointment,  my  con- 
gratulations on  your  honorable  completion  of  a  full  constitu- 
tional term  as  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Massachusetts, 
and  my  best  wishes  for  your  continued  prosperity. 

I  remain  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

J.  MASON  EVERETT, 

D.D.G.M.  Thirteenth  Masonic  District. 

Caktow,  Dec.  22,  1868. 


FOURTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  In  accepting  the  office  to 
which  you  was  pleased  to  appoint  me,  I  had  my  misgivings 
as  to  my  ability  to  perform  its  duties  in  a  manner  that 
would  be  acceptable  to  you  or  satisfactory  to  myself;  and 
if  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties  I  have  been  over  zealous, 
it  was  from  an  earnest  desire  to  do  what  I  could  to  carry  out 
your  instructions. 
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after  my  appointment,  I  placed  myself  in  communi- 
st her  in  person  or  by  letter,  with  each  Lodge  in  the 
,  distributing  the  circulars  issued  by  the  Standing 
tee,  and  endeavored,  as  best  I  could,  to  impress  upon 
b  of  the  Fraternity  the  importance  of  a  compliance 
t  request.  In  some  instances,  I  met  with  a  hearty 
?,  but  regret  to  say  that  in  the  larger  proportions 
-able  answer  eould  be  obtained.  I  found  a  few  mem- 
10  utterly  refused  to  pay  the  annual  tax ;  some  of 
ames  will  be  found  upon  the  Lodge  Report.  I  have 
ity  to  think  that  the  refusal  arose  more  from  the  want 
ir  information  than  otherwise. 

of  the  Lodges  in  the  District  have  the  impression 
f  are  simply  the  agents  of  the  Grand  Body  for  the 
n  of  their  tax  from  the  membership,  and  they  are 
ponsible  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  what  they  collect, 
hers,  having  a  right  view  of  the  matter,  as  I  think, 
I  the  whole  tax,  and  paid  the  full  amount;  others 
Kit  they  had  actually  collected ;  still  another  class 
I  a  portion  of  the  tax.  I  would  suggest  that,  at  the 
sion  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  some  general  rule  be  pro- 
or  adopted,  to  govern  all  such  cases, 
htjee  to  some  of  the  Lodges,  it  ought  to  be  said  that 

nu ruber  of  tlieir  members  are  absent  at  sea,  and 

them  are  gone  for  a  number  of  years  ;  and  there  is 
mbt  or  uncertainty  as  to  their  return  in  a  reasonable 

ever.  Besides,  many  of  the  old  Lodges  have  quite 
sr  of  members  upon  their  books  of  whom  they  know 
,  not  having  heard  from  them  for  years ;  and  they 
y  express  an  unwillingness  to  assume  the  tax  for  this 
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class  of  members.  I  have  granted  but  few  Dispensations  to 
confer  the  Degrees  in  less  than  the  constitutional  period,  and 
would  urge  the  suggestion,  which  has  often  been  made,  that  a 
fee  be  required  by  the  Grand  Lodge  whenever  such  Dispen- 
sations are  granted. 

I  have  made  an  official  visit  to  each  Lodge  in  the  District 
once,  and  some  of  them  two  and  three  times.  As  a  general 
thing  there  is  a  conformity  to  Grand  Lodge  work.  In  some 
cases  I  found  some  variations.  Not  fully  understanding  my 
authority  in  such  cases,  I  allowed  them  to  pass  with  slight 
notice. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  initiates  the 
past  year,  and  the  whole  number  of  members,  September  1, 
1868:  — 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Location. 

Initiate!. 

Membe 

Falmouth .   .  . 

1    .  . 

.    .  45 

Martha's  Vineyard 

Tisbury    .    .  . 

.      3    .  . 

.     .  82 

Pythagorean  .  . 

Marion    .   .  . 

.      8    .  . 

.     .  49 

Somerset     .  . 

9    .  . 

.    .  88 

Oriental    .    .    .  . 

Edgartown   .  . 

.      2    .  . 

.    .  28 

May  Flower  . 

Middleboro'  .  . 

.    11    .  . 

.   .  80 

King  Philip   .  . 

Fall  River    .  . 

.    13    .  . 

.    .  88 

New  Bedford 

.    19   .  . 

174 

Star  in  the  East  .  . 

New  Bedford 

.   20   .  . 

.   .  325 

Mount  Hope  .   .  . 

Fall  River    .  . 

.    19    .  . 

.    .  194 

.  104   .  . 

.  1,161 

Notwithstanding  some  differences  of  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  "  taxation,"  my  visits  have  been  made  very  pleasant 
by  the  courteous  manner  in  which  I  have  been  received  as 
your  representative. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

R.  C.  BROWN, 

D.D.G.M.  Fourteenth  Masonic  District, 
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FIFTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

11  C.  Dame,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Sir  and  Brother, — Having  been  honored  by  you 
appointment  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for 
:emh  Masonic  District,  I  most  respectfully  submit 
First  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  and  standing 
everal  Lodges  comprising  this  District  for  the  year 
Sept.  1,  1808,  It  has  been  my  privilege  to  visit 
all  the  Lodges  in  the  District  once,  and,  by  invita- 
e  visited  several  of  the  Lodges  for  the  purpose  of 
:  the  officers,  and  in  every  instance  I  have  been  re- 
ith  all  the  cordiality  and  respect  due  me  as  the  repre- 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  with  that  personal 
that  lias  made  all  my  visits  pleasant  and  agreeable, 
witnessed  tin*  exemplification  of  work  in  the  several 
and  am  happy  to  state  that  it  will  compare  favorably 
of  accuracy  with  other  Districts  in  the  jurisdiction, 
my  visits  to  the  Lodges,  I  have  endeavored  to  im- 
on  the  minds  of  the  brethren  the  necessity  of  promptly 
ng  to  the  order  and  decree  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  advantage  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  provision 
iiitc  the  G  i  n  ml  Lodge  tax  by  paying  in  advance  the 
>f  ten  df*ll;u>  ;  and  am  happy  to  say  that,  with  but  few 
as,  I  find  the  members  ready  and  willing  to  respond 
der.  Many  more  would  have  commuted,  but  for  the 
lat  the  secretaries  cannot  reach  them  by  notices,  as  a 
^portion  of  the  members  follow  the  sea  on  foreign 
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long  voyages  and  whaling  voyages,  who,  when  at  home,  are 
among  the  first  to  discharge  all  duties  and  obligations  of  that 
character.  If,  therefore,  the  average  of  this  District  is  below 
that  of  others  in  commuting  in  proportion  to  its  members, 
their  peculiar  circumstances  and  calling  must  be  their  excuse. 
In  reference  to  the  exceptions,  or  those  who  have  for  a  time 
complained  or  expressed  themselves  in  any  way  hostile  to  the 
decree,  I  find  it  to  be  more  from  a  want  of  a  correct  under- 
standing of  the  wisdom,  necessity,  and  justice  of  the  act,  and 
a  proper  reflection  upon  their  duties  and  obligations,  than 
from  any  lack  of  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Lodge  or  intended 
disobedience  of  its  regulations ;  and,  after  a  full  explanation 
of  all  the  facts,  most  of  such  acknowledge  both  its  necessity 
and  justice. 

I  also  find  that  the  most  opposition  or  feeling  exists 
in  reference  to  the  tax  laid  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  among 
those  Lodges  that  have  not  been  represented  by  their  officers 
at  the  Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  that  when 
these  Lodges  have  been  represented  by  proxies,  they  have  not 
always  represented  the  true  feeling  of  the  Lodge,  and  have, 
in  too  many  instance*,  misrepresented  the  doings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  I  have,  therefore,  urged  upon  the  officers 
of  the  Lodges  the  importance  of  attending  the  communica- 
tions of  the  Grand  Lodge,  not  only  as  a  duty  they  owe  to 
their  Lodges,  but  that  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  may  be  communicated  to  those  who  are 
entitled  to  receive  them. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  initiates  and 
members  of  the  several  Lodges  in  this  District  for  the  year 
ending  Sept.  1,  1868  :  — 
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N*m*  of  I/odge* 

Location. 

Initiate*. 

.   Nantucket   .  . 

.   .   8   .  . 

.    .  108 

King  Hiram 

.  ProTincetown  . 

.   .  21   .  . 

.   .  142 

Fraternal  .   .  . 

Social  Harmony 

Wareham    .  . 

.   .  10   .  . 

.   .  74 

Mount  Horeb  . 

.   West  Harwich  . 

.   .  11   .  . 

.   .  148 

De  Witt  Clinton 

.   Sandwich    .  . 

.   .  12   .  . 

.   .  62 

Pilgrim    .   .  . 

.   South  Harwich 

.   .   8   .  . 

.   .  166 

James  Otis  .  . 

Barnstable  .  . 

.   .  16   .  . 

.   .  48 

Adams    .   .  . 

.    .   9   .  . 

.    .  66 

.   .  98 

961 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  the  appointment, 


I  remain  most  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 
J.  K.  BAKER,  Jr., 

D.D.  G.M.  Fifteenth  Masonic  District. 

Dbnn  isport,  Dec.  4, 1868. 


SIXTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Charles  C.  Dame,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  th*.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting to  you  my  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  Lodges 
composing  the  Sixteenth  Masonic  District.  I  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  particularize  each  Lodge,  as  there  has  nothing 
occurred  out  of  the  usual  order  in  either  of  them.  All  are 
in  harmony,  and  doing  a  fair  amount  of  work,  not  so  much 
as  in  years  past,  but  in  my  opinion  as  much  as  is  beneficial. 
Great  pains  are  taken  in  all  of  the  Lodges,  to  have  the  work 
conform  to  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  as  the  members  of 
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most  pf  the  Lodges  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  neighboring 
Lodges,  it  is  very  uniform  throughout  the  District. 

The  following  will  show  the  membership  and  amount  of 
work  for  the  past  year :  — 


N«m«of  Lodge. 

Location. 

InitUte*. 

Umobm 

Old  Colony  .  . 

.   Hingham    ,   .   .  . 

2  .  . 

.  84 

Fellowship    .  . 

Bridgewater  .   .  . 

12  .  . 

.    .  Ill 

Rural  .... 

.  Quincy  

13  .  . 

.    .  127 

Corner  Stone  . 

.   Duxbury    .    .    .  . 

7  .  . 

.   .  57 

Norfolk  Union  . 

.   Randolph    .   .   .  . 

1  .  . 

.    .  62 

Orphan  *s  Hope  . 

Weymouth  .   .  . 

5  .  . 

.    .  168 

Plymouth .    .  . 

.   Plymouth   .   .    .  . 

4  .  . 

.    .  106 

Paul  Revere  .  . 

,   North  Bridgewater  , 

7  .  . 

.   ,  128 

John  Cutler  .  . 

.   Abington    .   .    .  . 

11  .  . 

.    .  129 

Konohaasett  .  . 

.   Cohasset     .   .   .  . 

9  .  . 

.    .  61 

Total  . 

71 

1,018 

.  My  intercourse  with  the  Lodges  has  been  very  pleasant. 
All  my  visits  have  been  made  as  agreeable  to  me  as  possible 
by  the  officers  and  members,  and  I  am  much  indebted  to 
many  of  the  Past  Masters  for  the  assistance  they  have  ren- 
dered me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 
Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred, 

I  remain  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

Z.  L.  BICKNELL, 

D.D.G.M.  Sixteenth  Masonic  District. 

Wiymootu,  Dec.  1868. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Member*.  Initiate*. 

o.  1                                              2,446    184 

o.  2  •                    1,407    162 

o,  S                                              1,276    126 

4.    .    .  1,111   128 

o.  &♦    .    .  1,188   136 

o.  6                                             1,264  ......  137 

o.  7                                                961   96 

Q*  8                                               747    82 

o.   9,    .    .    ,                                    707    89 

o,  10.    .    .    .    ,  1,191   166 

o.  11.    .    ,  1,176  ......  151 

ft*  13.   *   *  *   ,                               904    128 

o.  13                                                921   119 

£>.  14  1,151   104 

o.  16                                              951   98 

o.  16  1,018   71 

,der  Dispensation   132 

Total   18,864    2,094 


I 


LIST   OF  LODGES. 


LIST   OF  LODGES 


I'VDES  THE  JURISDICTION  OF 


RAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


ACCORDING  TO  DISTRICTS. 


District  No.  I.  (Boston.) 
if.  ANDREW  G.  SMITH,  OF  BOSTON,  D.D.G.M. 


i,  Boston  (1783). 
cw'b,  Boston  (1756). 

tt?s  I3o=ton  ( 1770). 
*,  Boston  (17%). 
banon,  Boston  (1801). 
,  Boston  (1&50). 


Win  a  low  Lewis,  Boston  (1856). 
Reverb,  Boston  (1856). 
Joseph  Warren,  Boston  (1857). 
Aberdour,  Boston  (1861). 
Eleusis,  Boston  (1865). 
Zetland,  Boston  (1868). 


District  Xo.  II.  (Charlestown.) 
TRACY  V  CLIEEVER,  OF  CHELSEA,  D.D.G.M. 


tMox'g,  Charleston  (1783). 

lington  (1797) 

■  umli.,  Lynn  (1805). 

:THL«HEMpChd5eft(1843). 

emion,  Medford  (1855). 

,  Melroae  (1857). 

icis,  Churls  to  wd  (1858). 


Mount  Vernon,  Maiden  (1858). 
John  Abbot,  Somerville  (1858). 
Golden  Fleece,  Lynn  (1865). 
William  Sutton,  Saugus  (1867). 
Robert  Lash,  Chelsea  (1867). 
Faith,  Charlestown  (u.d.). 
Palestine,  So.  Maiden  (u.d.). 
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Distbict  No.  III.    (Boston  Highlands.) 
R.W.  BENJAMIN  POPE,  OF  SOUTH  BOSTON,  D.D.G.M. 


Union,  Dorchester  (1796). 
Washing  ton,  Boston  Highlands 

( 1 707). 

Mount  Tabor,  East  Boston  (1846). 
St.  Paul,  South  Boston  (1847). 
Baalbec,  East  Boston  (1853). 
Gate  of  the  Temple,  South  Bos- 
ton (1866). 


Hammatt,  East  Boston  (1860). 
Lafayette,  Boston  Highlands 

(18t6). 

Adelphi,  South  Boston  (1866). 
Eliot,  West  Roxbury  (1867). 
Rabboni,  South  Boston  (u.n.). 


District  No.  IV.  (Cambridge.) 
R.W.  F.  LYMAN  WINSHIP,  OF  BRIGHTON,  D.D.G.M. 


Corinthian,  Concord  (1797). 
Meridian,  Natick  (1797). 
Amicable,  Cambridge  (1805). 
Bethesda,  Brighton  (1819). 
Monitor,  Waltham  (1820). 
Putnam,  East  Cambridge  (1854). 


Pequosbbtte,  Watertown  (1857). 
Dalhousie,  Newtonville  (1861). 
Mount  Olivet,  Combridge  (1864). 
Belmont,  Belmont  (1865). 
Isaac  Parker,  Waltham  (1868). 
Mi  z pah,  Cambridgeport  (1868). 


District  No.  V.  (Salem.) 
R.W.  GEORGE  H.  PEIRSON,  OF  SALEM,  D.D.G.M. 


Philanthropic,  Marblehead  (1760). 
Ttrian,  Gloucester  (1770). 
Essex,  Salem  (1779). 
Jordan,  South  Dan  vers  (1808). 
Liberty,  Beverly  (1824). 


Ashler,  Rockport  (1852). 
Amity,  Danvers  (1863). 
Starr  Kino,  Salem  (1865). 
John  T.  Heard,  Ipswich  (1865.) 
Acacia,  Gloucester  (1866). 


District  No.  VI.  (Newburyport.) 
R.W.  LEMUEL  A.  BISHOP,  OF  LAWRENCE,  D.D.G.M. 


St.  John's,  Newburyport  (1766). 
Merrimac,  Haverhill  (1802). 
St.  Mark's,  Newburyport  (1803). 
Warren,  Araesbury  (1822). 
St.  Matthew's,  Andover  (1822). 
Grecian,  Lawrence  (1825). 


John  Hancock,  Methuen  (1860). 
Tuscan,  Lawrence  (1863). 
Saooahew,  Haverhill  (1865). 
Charles  C.  Dame,  Georget'n  (1867). 
Bethany,  West  Amesbury  (u.d.). 
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District  No.  VII.  (Lowell.) 
R.W.  HENRY  P.  PERKINS,  OF  LOWELL,  D.D.6.M. 


St.  Paul's,  Groton  (1707). 
Aurora.  Fitchburg  (1801). 
Pbntucket,  Lowell  (1807). 
Ancient  York,  Lowell  (1868). 
Mount  Hobbb,  Woburn  (1856). 


|  Calbb  Butlbr,  Groton  June.  (1869). 
I  Wm.  Parbman,  Winchester  (1866). 
I  Cbas.  W.  Moore,  Fitchburg  (1806). 
I  Kilwinning,  Lowell  ( 1867 ) . 
|  William  North,  Lowell  (1868). 


District  No.  VIII.  (Greenfield.) 

R.W.  ANDREW  J.  CLARK,  OF  ORANGE,  D.D.G.M. 

Republican,  Greenfield  (1796).  Orange,  Orange  (1860). 

Harmony,  Northfleld  (1796).  Hope,  Gardner  (1866). 

Pacific,  Amherst  (1801).  Star,  Athol  (1866). 

Mountain,  Shelburne  Falls  (1806).  Artisan,  Winchendon  (1866). 
Bethel,  Enfield  (1826). 


DI8TRICT  No.  IX.  (PITT8FIELD.) 

R.W.  DANIEL  UPTON,  OF  SOUTH  ADAMS,  D.D.G.M. 

Etenino  Stab,  Lee  (1796).  |  Mystic,  Pittsfield  (1810). 

Cincinnatus,  G.  Barrington  (1796).  Mount  Moriah,  Westfield  (1866). 

Lafayette,  North  Adams  (1796).  Berkshire,  South  Adams  (1868). 

Wisdom,  West  Stockbridge  (1808).  Hunting  ton,  Huntington  (1867). 


District  No.  X.  (Springfield.) 
R.W.  DAVID  W.  CRAFTS,  OF  NORTHAMPTON,  D.D.G.M. 


Thomas,  Palmer  (1796). 
Jerusalem,  Northampton  (1797). 
Hampden,  Springfield  (1817). 
Chicopeb,  Chicopee  (1848). 
Mount  Tom,  Holyoke  (1860). 
Quaboao,  Warren  (1869). 


Day  Spring,  Monson  (1868). 

Hat  den,  Brookfield  (1868). 

Rob  well  Lee,  Springfield  (1868). 

Eden,  Ware  (1866). 

Ionic,  East  Hampton  (1868). 
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District  No.  XI.  (Worcester.) 
R.W.  CHARLES  G.  REED,  OF  WORCESTER,  D.D.G.M. 


Morning  Star,  Worcester  (1798). 
Mount  Zion,  Barre  (1800). 
Trinity,  Clinton  (1858). 
Montacutb,  Worcester  (1869). 
United  Brethren,  Marlboro'(  1860.) 
Quinkbauo,  Southbridge  (1860). 


Wilder,  Leominster  (1860). 
Doric,  Hudson  (1864). 
North  Star,  Ashland  (1865). 
Athklstanb,  Worcester  (1866). 
St.  Bernard,  Soutbboro'  (1868). 


District  No.  XII.  (Milford.^ 


R.W.  GEORGE  E.  STACY,  OF  MILFORD,  D.D.G.M. 


Middlesex,  Framingham  (1795), 
Montgomery,  Milford  (1797). 
Olite  Branch,  Sutton  (1797). 
Solomon's  Tj£Mpns,Uxbridge(1818). 
Franklin,  Grafton  (1852). 
Blackstone  River,  Blackstone 
(1856). 


Werster,  Webster  (1859). 
Oxford,  Oxford  (1860). 
John  Warren,  Hopkinton  (1861). 
Mount  Hollis,  Holliston  (1865). 
Siloam,  Westboro'  (1867). 
Excelsior,  Franklin  (1867). 


District  No.  XIII.  (Taunton.) 
R.W.  J.  MASON  EVERETT,  OF  CANTON,  D.D.G.M. 


Bristol,  Attleboro'  (1797) 
King  David,  Taunton  (1798). 
Rising  Star,  Stoughton  (1799). 
St.  Alban's,  Foxboro'  (1818). 
Orient,  South  Dedham  (1862). 
Blue  Hill,  Canton  (1864). 


St.  James,  Mansfield  (1865). 
Alfred  Baylies,  Taunton  (1866). 
Hyde  Park,  Hyde  Park  (1866). 
Ionic,  Taunton  (1867). 
Paul  Dkan,  N.  Easton  (1868). 


District  No.  XIV.    (New  Bedford.) 
R.W.  JOHN  A.  LEE,  OF  NEW  BEDFORD,  D.D.G.M. 


Marine,  Falmouth  (1798). 
Star  in  the  East,  New  Bedford 
(1823). 

Mount  Hope,  Fall  River  (1824). 
Eureka,  New  Bedford  (1858). 
Martha's  Vi  NEYARD,Tisbury  (1860). 


Ptthagoriav,  Marion  (1863). 
Pioneer,  Somerset  (1864). 
Mayflower,  Middleboro'  (1865). 
King  Philip,  Fall  River  (1866). 
Oriental,  Edgartown  (1867). 
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District  No.  XV.  (Barnstable.) 
R.W.  JOSEPH  K.  BAKER,  Jr.,  OF  DENNISPORT,  D.D.G.M. 


Union,  Nantucket  (1771). 
King  Hiram,  Provincetown  (1796). 
Fraternal,  Hyannis  (1801). 
Social  Habmony,  Wareham  (1828). 
Mt.  Hobbb,  West  Harwich  (1855.) 


DeWitt  Clinton,  Sandwich  (1856.) 
Pilgrim,  South  Harwich  (1860). 
Jambs  Otis,  Barnstable  (1866). 
Adams,  Wellfleet  (1866). 


District  No.  XVI.  (Plymouth.) 
R.W.  Z.  L.  BICKNELL,  OF  WEYMOUTH,  D.D.G.M. 


Old  Colony,  Hingham  (1792). 
Fellowship,  Bridgewater  (1797). 
Rural,  Quincy  (1801). 
Corner  Stone,  Duxbury  (1808). 
Norfolk  Union,  Randolph  (1819). 
Orphans'  Hopb,  Weymouth  (1825).  < 


Plymouth,  Plymouth  (1825). 
Paul  Revere,  North  Bridgewater 
(1867). 

John  Cutler,  Abington  (1860); 
Eonohabsbtt,  Cohasset  (1866). 
•  Delta,  Weymouth  (u.d.). 


GEORGE  H.  KENDALL,  DEPUTY  FOR  CHILI,  S.A. 

Bbthesda,  Valparaiso,  South  Ame-  |  Hiram  of  Copiapo,  Copiapo,  Chili. 
rica(1854).  |     S.  A.  (1858). 


T.  B.  EAMES,  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  FOR  CHINA. 
Ancient  Landmark  of  Hong  Que,  Shanghae  (1864). 


RICHARD  H.  HARTLEY,  Lima,  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  FOR 
PERU. 

J.  L.  Hutchinson  Lodge,  At  Arica. 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST 

OF 

LODGES,  LOCATION,  AND  SECRETARIES. 


Lodge. 

Location. 

Secretary. 

Aberdour     .   .  . 

.    Sidney  Cushing. 

Adelphi  .... 

South  Boston   .  . 

.    William  C.  Culver. 

Cambridgeport  .  . 

.   Charles  Tufts. 

.   T.  C.  Everett. 

.   Eben  Blatchford. 

Ancient  York  .  . 

.   Richard  W.  Baker. 

.   Fitchburg    .    .  . 

.   Henry  F.  Piper. 

Winchendon     .  . 

.   David  H.  Barnes. 

Athelstane   .    .  . 

.   Worcester    .    .  . 

.    Charles  Hartwell. 

Alfred  Baylies  .  . 

.   Bartlett  C.  Pierce. 

.    G.  W.  Hoibrook. 

East  Boston  .    .  . 

Edward  F.  Brigham. 

Bethesda  .... 

.   J.  T.  Needham. 

.   William  W.  Mead. 

.   Enfield  .... 

.    Charles  Richards. 

Berkshire     .   .  . 

South  Adams   .  . 

.  James  C.  Chalmer. 

Blackstone  River  . 

.   Blackstone   .   .  . 

.   George  H.  Bates. 

Bristol  .... 

.   Attleboro'    .   .  . 

.  John  T.  Bates. 

Blue  Hill.   .   .  . 

.    William  Bense. 

Colombian  .   .  . 

.    William  Martin. 

Corinthian  .   .  . 

Caleb  Butler    .  . 

.   Groton  Junction  . 

.   A.  F.  Colburn. 

Charles  W.  Moore 

.   Fitchburg    .    .  . 

.   Henry  Allison. 

Cincinnatus  .   .  . 

Great  Harrington  . 

.   Samuel  Camp. 
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Corner  Stone    .  . 

L/narie8  L>.  JJame  • 

.   Georgetown  . 

Milton  ix.  lenney. 

Dalhousie    •   .  . 

.   iNewtonvilJe  .  . 

IT    T?    A  11m 

u.  r .  Alien. 

uay  opring  .    .  . 

T?  "c  njr  »_ 

/*>  1  i  a  TXT****J1 

T"\  A 117;  a*  y*m«.  _  a  -  - 

UeWitt  Clinton 

.    Sandwich     .  . 

.   Kobert  C  CiarK. 

  _   T*  T> 

T?li/\t 

Jamaica  Plain  . 

T>    1?  Diwf /ilia  all 

x .  Hi.  isurtcnaeii* 

Evening  Star   .  . 

T  ~.~ 

 J  J. _ 

T?^-  — |_15_ 

.   JNew  Bedford 

H.  W.  Emerson. 

Tj*.._.  .„  i ,  i  r  ■„ 

TT     /"l     /^i  —  —  A  J 

1?„n  t  n  «m  n  l 

Hyannis  .    .    .  . 

U,  C  Hoxie. 

JbeUowsnip   .  . 

Bridgewater .  . 

VY.  H.  Cnurcnul. 

Gennania 

Golden  Fleece  . 

William  "R  PtiillivM 

uate  ot  the  lemple 

.   ooutn  Boston 

William  H.  KaudicK. 

Lawrence     .   .  . 

Joseph  H.  baflord. 

Hiast  isoston  .   .  . 

.   ueorge  isutts. 

Henry  Price .    .  . 

Charlestown     .  . 

.    C  A.  Win s low. 

Arlington     .    .  . 

Milan  xv.  Hardy. 

.   jNortnneio        .  . 

Jona.  A.  Barber. 

Hampden  • 

.   Brookneld    .   .  . 

.   William  r .  Hay  den. 

Hyde  Jraric  .   .  . 

Huntington  .  . 

Huntington  .  . 

JLdward  l».  Munson. 

Taama  ft     TT  1  —  J 

n.ast  Hampton  . 

ueorge  .o.  Liars:. 

Isaac  Parker    .  . 

waitnam         .  . 

.    VY.  H.  uraves. 

Joseph  Warren  . 

John  Hancock  . 

Ta«*ii  aal  Aim 

•    A,i  ujruiHUipw/u.    •  • 

JLSIIYIU  ATi.  XTluiiipS. 

John  Warren    .  . 

.   J.  H.  Blades. 

James  Otis  .   .  . 

.   Barnstable    .   .  . 

.   0.  M.  Hinckley. 

John  T.  Heard  .  . 

John  Abbot  .   .  . 

.   Somerrille   .   .  . 

.   George  A.  Pratt 

John  Cutler  .    .  . 

Abington     .   .  . 

.  E.M.Nash. 

King  Solomon's 

.   Charlestown     .  . 

.   George  H.  Marden. 

Kilwinning  .   .  . 

King  David  .   .  . 
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King  Philip  .   .  . 

.   Pall  River    .   .  . 

.   Robert  A.  Brown. 

King  Hiram  .    .  . 

.   Provincetown  .  . 

.   Albert  Sweetser. 

Konohassett .   .  . 

.   Cohassett     .    .  . 

.   Thomas  C.  Brown. 

Lafayette     .   .  . 

.   Frederick  Beck. 

.  James  H.  Kendall. 

Lafayette     .   .  . 

.   North  Adams    .  . 

.   William  T.  Mole. 

Massachusetts  .  . 

.   Boston     .   .   .  . 

.   W.  H.  Hawkes. 

Mount  Lebanon  . 

Thomas  Waterman. 

Mount  Tabor    .  . 

.   East  Boston  .    .  . 

.   William  D.  Barrett. 

Mount  Carmel  .  . 

Henry  C.  Oliver. 

Mount  Hermon 

Mount  Vernon  .  . 

.   Henry  E.  Turner,  jr. 

Middlesex    .   .  . 

.   Framingliam    .  . 

.    C.  J.  Frost. 

Mount  Olivet   .  . 

Cambridge  .   .  . 

.   Ed.  D.  Harris. 

.   Thomas  Kirke. 

Merrimac     .   .  . 

.   Haverhill     .   .  . 

.    Charles  Blanchard. 

Mount  Horeb   .  . 

Sparrow  Horton. 

Mountain     .   .  . 

.    Shelburne  Falls  . 

.   Osborn  H  Pierce. 

Mount  Moriah  .  . 

.    Westfleld     .   .  . 

.   James  R.  Gladwin. 

Mount  Tom  .   .  . 

Mount  Zion  .    .  . 

.   Henry  J.  Shattuck. 

Morning  Star   .  . 

.   Worcester    .    .  . 

.   H.  W.  Reid. 

Montacute    .   .  . 

Montgomery    .  . 

.   Lewis  Fales. 

Mount  HoIli8    .  . 

.   Falmouth     .   .  . 

.   W.  H.  Hewins. 

Mount  Hope     .  . 

.   Fall  River    .    .  . 

.   Augustus  B.  Leonard. 

Martha's  Vineyard 

May  Flower  .   .  . 

.   J.  B.  Shaw. 

Mount  Horeb    .  . 

.    West  Harwich  .  . 

William  H.  Lewis. 

.  Cambridgeport 

.    Seymour  B.  Snow. 

North  Star   .   .  . 

.  frank  A.  Wall. 

Norfolk  Union  .  . 

.   John  C.  Felt. 

Olive  Branch   .  . 

it   

.   Oxford  .... 

.   John  E.  Hammond. 

.   South  Dedham 

.   M.  W.  Sanborn. 

.   Edgartown   .    .  . 

.   Tristram  R.  Holley. 

Old  Colony  .   .  . 

.   Hingham     .   .  . 

.   C.  W.  S.  Seymour. 

Orphans'  Hope .  . 

.    Weymouth  .    .  . 

.  C.H.Pratt. 

Pequossette  .   .  . 

.   Watertown  .   .  . 

.   Robert  F.  Home. 

East  Cambridge 

.   Luther  L.  Parker. 

Pentucket    .   .  . 

.   Eltyhalet  Hills. 
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_»u  ___  f>   tt_,  v.v._  __ 

Elisba  B.  Hubbard. 

Pythagorean 

diaries  Jtl.  isnggs. 

.   Somerset  .... 

Geo.  W.  Cobb,  jr. 

TSljJ-I  ILL 

TT  ,  ,  ,|,;  ,1 

Theophilus  Baker. 

jriymouui  . 

Jriymoutn 

tiosian  rw.  urew. 

Paul  Revere  . 

Aortn  isriage  water 

Jonas  R.  Perkins. 

x  am  uean 

_*ortn  j_aston 

j_.  it.  nay  ward. 

Philanthropic   .  . 

if  1 1  _ i  i 

W  P.  Cowee. 

Qninnebaug .   .  . 

boutnbridge .   .  . 

Thomas  Cocroft. 

TT7#  11  •               ttf  T»_l  

William  W.  Baker. 

Republican  .   .  . 

xiosweii  L«ee  . 

bpnngneid   .   .  • 

H.  M.  JrniUips. 

itising  btar  . 

.   otougnton       .  . 

Washington  lower,  jr. 

Kobert  .Lash     .  . 

St  John's    .   .  . 

Solon  Thornton. 

St.  Andrew's    .  . 

a         A       WIT  _  1 1  •   _.  _ .  

Star  of  Bethlehem 

/~<|       A      Til  1  3 

South  Boston    .  . 

Horace  Smith. 

Starr  King   .    .  . 

William  B.  Upton. 

St.  John's    .   .  . 

Newbury  port    .  . 

Nathaniel  Greeley. 

St.  Mark's   .    .  . 

New  bury  port    .  . 

Daniel  P.  Pike. 

St.  Matthew  s  .  . 

George  H.  Parker. 

Saggahew 

.   Uavernill     .    .   .  . 

T  »    TT     T*l  -»  

l_eonard  U.  i?  landers. 

at.  Paul  s  ... 

A      O     X  __  

t„i_  TT    TIT  ;  1 1 !  -  — .  ■ 

John  H.  Williams. 

Solomon's  Temple 

.   Uxbridge     .   .  . 

Daniel  W.  larc. 

.   Westboro'    .    .  . 

Charles  H.  Pierce. 

St.  James     .   .  . 

Mansfleld     .   •  . 

JUlis  JbairbanJcs. 

St.  Albans    .    .  . 

TXT  Pla.L* 

Star  in  the  East 

XT  —  TS  1  A*  3 

New  Bedford    .  . 

James  C  Hitch. 

Social  Harmony  . 

Wareham    .   .  . 

Miron  B.  Hoyt. 

St.  Bernard's    .  . 

bouthooro    .    .  . 

TT  O  Tin*. 

Henry  S.  Wheeler. 

.   Gloucester       .  . 

Addison  Carter. 

A     W     Willi  a 

Charles  W.  Dinsmore. 

.    Dorchester  .    .   .  . 

Thomas  P.  Temple. 

United  Brethren  . 

.   Nantucket    .   .  . 

Charles  P.  Swain. 

Winslow  Lewis 

.   George  L.  Andrews. 

Wyoming    .   .  . 

Washington      .  . 

Boston  Highlands 

George  F.  Davis. 

Amesbury    .   .  . 

.   Philip  Osgood. 
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William  Parkman     .  Winchester  .   .    .   .   H.  W.  Hight. 

Wisdom   West  Stockbridge  .   .   Charles  W.  Kniffin. 

Wilder   Leominster  .   .   .   .   G.  F.  Morse. 

Webster   Webster  Horace  S.  Briggs. 

William  Sutton    .   .  Saugus  Dennis  S.  Newhall. 

William  North  .   .   .  Lowell  George  A.  Priest 

Zetland   Boston  George  R.  Rogers. 

Ancient  Landmark  of  Hong  Que,  Shanghae. 

Bethesda     ....  Valparaiso,  S.A. 

Hiram  of  Copiapo  .    .  Chili,  S.A. 

J.  L.  Hutchinson      .  Arica,  Peru,  S.A. 
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$ast  Grant)  iflasters. 


Bt.  Bet.  GEORGE  M.  RANDALL,  D.D. 

6861. 

WILLIAM  D.  COOLIDGE  

6861. 

IPast  ©eputg  ©ranti  ffiagters. 

ABRAHAM  A.  DAME  

6832. 

GEOBGE  G.  SMITH  

6837. 

Rev.  E.  M.  P.  WELLS,  D.D  

6844. 

Bet.  LUCIUS  B.  PAGE,  D.D  

6861. 

ABBAHAM  T.  LOWE,  M.D  

6864. 

CHABLES  B.  TBAIN  

6869. 

J,  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D  

6860. 

G.  W.  WABBEN  

6861. 

MARSHALL  P.  WILDER  

6862. 

SEBENO  D.  NICKERSON  •  

.  6866. 

NEWELL  A.  THOMPSON 

6867. 

CHABLES  W.  MOOBE  

6868. 
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ACT   OF  INCORPORATION. 


Commontoealtfj  of  fHassacfjusetta. 

IN  THB  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-NINE. 


AN  ACT 

TO  INCORPORATE  THE  MASTER,  WARDENS,  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GRAND 
LODGE  OF  MASONS  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows :  — 

Sect.  1.  —  John  T.  Heard,  Grand  Master,  and  his  associates,  the  Grand 
Wardens  and  Members  of  the  Voluntary  Association  known  as  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  Massachusetts,  and  their  successors, 
are  hereby  incorporated,  and  made  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  "  The 
Master,  Wardens,  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons 
in  Massachusetts/'  for  the  purpose  of  managing  and  administering  the 
Charity  funds  belonging  to  said  voluntary  association,  with  power  to  have 
a  common  seal,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  make  and  ordain,  from  time  to  time, 
By-Laws,  Rules,  and  Regulations,  for  the  government  and  management  of 
the  Corporation,  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
and  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  that  they  have  all  the  privileges,  and 
be  subject  to  all  the  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  Chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  so  far  as  the  same  are  applicable  to  Corporations  for  chari. 
table  purposes. 

Sect.  2.  —  The  said  Corporation  may  take  by  purchase,  gift,  grant,  or 
otherwise,  and  hold  Real  Estate  not  exceeding  the  value  of  Two  Hundred 
Thousand  Dollars  [since  increased  to  Five  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars],  and 
personal  estate  not  exceeding  the  value  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars. 
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Sect.  3.  —  John  T.  Heard  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  the  fint  meeting 
of  said  Corporation,  by  advertisement  in  two  newspapers  printed  in  Boston 
one  week  previous  thereto,  and  appoint  the  time  and  place  thereof,  at  which 
meeting  the  mode  of  calling  future  meetings  shall  be  regulated. 

Sect.  4.  —  This  Act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its  passage. 


Passed  to  be  enacted. 


Passed  to  be  enacted. 


House  of  Representatives,  March  1, 1859. 

CHARLES  HALE,  Speaker. 

In  Senate  March  1,  1859. 
CHARLES  A.  PHELPS,  PrendaU. 


Approved. 


March,  1,  1859. 
N.  P.  BANKS. 


A  true  copy. 


Secretary's  Department,  Boston,  March  2,  1859. 

Attest,  OLIVER  WARNER. 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


CONSTITUTIONS 


OF  THE 

iND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


PREAMBLE. 

ERE  AS,  the  voluntary  association  known  by  the  title 
of  "The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
t,  Free,  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  Com- 
ixrii  of  Massachusetts,"  having  obtained  and 
1  an  Act  of  Incorporation  from  the  General  Court 
aachusetta,  dated  March  1,  1859,  with  power  "to 
id  ordain  fr tun  time  to  time  By-Laws,  Sules,  and 
ions  for  the  government  and  management  of  the 
tion,  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
ition  and  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  " : 
,  therefore  r  the  said  Grand  Lodge  doth  hereby 
rdain,  and  promulgate  the  following  as  the  By-Laws, 
md  Regulations  of  the  Master,  Wardens,  and  Mem- 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in  Massachusetts. 
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IP  a r  1  jfirst 


ARTICLE  I. 

SEAL.  —  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Sect.  1.  —  That  the  Seal  here- 
tofore used  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
\*  hen  acting  as  a  voluntary  associ- 
ation, shall  be  the  Seal  of  the  Cor- 
poration, to  be  kept  and  used  by 
the  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 
Sect.  2.  —  The  Grand  Master, 
Senior  Grand  Warden,  Junior  Grand  Warden,  and  Record- 
ing Grand  Secretary,  and  five  other  members,  to  be  elected 
at  large,  be  and  hereby  are  constituted  a  Board  of  Directors, 
with  full  power  to  do  and  transact  any  and  all  business  of 
the  Corporation,  in  any  way  relating  to  its  property,  real  or 
personal.  The  Grand  Master,  or,  in  case  of  his  absence  or 
disability,  the  Senior  Grand  Warden,  or,  in  the  absence  of 
the  latter,  the  Junior  Grand  Warden,  —  to  be  the  presiding 
officer  of  such  Board,  and  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary 
to  be  its  recording  officer.  Meetings  of  said  Board  to  be 
called  and  notified  in  such  manner  and  at  such  times  as  they 
shall  determine ;  and  the  action  of  a  majority  of  the  Board 
to  be  binding;  said  Board,  however,  to  be  at  all  times 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Corporation. 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 


ARTICLE  H. 


CERS  AND  MEMBERS.  —  RANK  AND  TITLES. 

1  *  —  The  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand 
nd  their  rank  and  titles,  shall  be  as  follows  :  — 

[ost  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

i^bt  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Senior  Grand  Warden. 
Junior  Grand  Warden. 
Past  Grand  Masters. 
Past  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 
Past  Grand  Wardens. 
Grand  Treasurer. 
Recording  Grand  Secretary. 
Corresponding  Grand  Secretary. 
District  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 
'orshiptul  ami  Reverend  Grand  Chaplains. 
„        Grand  Marshal. 

Grand  Senior  Deacon. 
„        Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

Grand  Stewards. 
„        Grand  S word-Bearer. 

Grand  Standard-Bearer. 
,,        Grand  Pursuivants. 
„        Grand  Lecturers, 
rother  Grand  Organist, 
rot  her  Grand  Tyler. 

whom,  together  with  the  Worshipful  Masters,  the 
id  Junior  Wardens,  and  Proxies  of  Lodges,  under 
liction,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  as  members  of  the 
xige,  the  Grand  Organist  and  Grand  Tyler  excepted. 
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ARTICLE  III. 
TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  MEETING. 

Sect.  1. — The  Regular  Quarterly  Communications  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  Boston,  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  December,  March,  June,  and  Septem- 
ber, at  2  o'clock,  P.M.  There  shall  also  be  a  Communica- 
tion held  annually  on  the  27th  of  December,  commencing  at 
6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  for  the  Installation  of  the  Grand 
Officers  and  the  celebration  of  the  Anniversary  of  St.  John  ' 
the  Evangelist. 

Sect.  2.  —  The  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  whether 
regular  or  special,  shall  be  notified  by  publication  in  one  or 
more  newspapers  printed  in  the  city  of  Boston  ;  such  publi- 
cation to  be  at  least  one  week  prior  to  the  time  appointed  fur 
holding  such  meetings.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  at 
pleasure  by  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Corporation,  or  by 
vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

POWERS  OF  TIIE  GRAND  LODGE. 

Sect.  1. — By  the  ancient  Constitutions  and  usages  of 
Freemasonry,  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  the  supreme  masonic 
authority  in  this  Commonwealth,  is  invested  with  certain 
original,  essential,  and  unalterable  powers  and  privileges. 
Among  these  is  the  power  of  enacting  laws  and  regulations 
for  the  government  of  the  Craft,  and  of  altering,  repealing, 
and  abrogating  them;   of  establishing  and  preserving  a 
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uniform  system  of  Work  and  Lectures ;  of  issuing  Dispensa- 
tions and  Charters  for  new  Lodges,  and  of  suspending  or 
revoking  the  same  for  unmasonic  conduct,  the  non-observ- 
ance of  the  Regulations  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  non- 
payment of  dues,  or  other  neglect  of  duty. 

Sect.  2. —  The  Grand  Lodge  has  also  the  inherent 
power  of  investigating,  regulating,  and  deciding  all  matters 
relative  to  the  Craft,  or  to  particular  Lodges,  or  to  individual 
brothers ;  which  power  it  may  exercise  either  by  itself  or  by 
such  delegated  authority  as,  in  its  wisdom  and  discretion,  it 
may  appoint ;  but  in  the  Grand  Lodge  alone  resides  the 
power  of  revoking  the  Charter  of  Lodges  and  expelling 
brethren  from  the  Craft. 

ARTICLE  V. 

QUALIFICATIONS  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1. — No  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of 
Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Grand  Wardens, 
Grand  Treasurer,  Recording  Grand  Secretary,  Correspond- 
ing Grand  Secretary,  or  District  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
unless  he  be  a  Past  Master  of  a  subordinate  Lodge,  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  some  Grand  Lodge,  or  has  heretofore 
held  one  of  the  aforesaid  offices  in  this  Grand  Lodge ;  and 
neither  of  the  officers  here  specially  enumerated  shall,  during 
his  continuance  in  office,  be  Master  or  Warden  of  a  subordi- 
nate Lodge. 

Sect.   2.  —  No  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  an  office  in 

Grand  Lodge  except  he  be  a  permanent  member  thereof,  or 

a  member  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 
ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1.  —  The  Grand  Master,  Grand  Wardens,  Grand 
Treasurer,  and  Recording  Grand  Secretary  shall  be  elected 
by  ballot,  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  December,  annually ; 
the  election  to  commence  at  3  o'clock,  P.M.  Two-thirds  of 
the  votes  collected  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice  for  Grand 
Master  and  Grand  Wardens;  a  majority  for  the  Grand 
Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary. 

Sect.  2.  —  In  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  declina- 
tion of  any  of  the  above  Grand  Officers,  the  Grand  Lodge 
may  proceed  to  elect  and  install  a  successor  at  any  regular 
communication  after  such  event. 

Sect.  3.  —  The  Grand  Master  shall  not  be  eligible  for 
more  than  three  years  successively,  except  by  unanimous  vote 
of  Grand  Lodge,  taken  by  ballot,  at  the  annual  meeting,  on 
the  question  of  re-nomination.  If  the  ballot  be  clear  in  the 
affirmative,  he  may  again  be  put  in  nomination  for  re-election. 

Sect.  4.  — The  Grand  Wardens  shall  be  subject  to  tbe 
same  regulation  as  in  the  case  of  Grand  Master,  except  that 
the  Junior  Grand  Warden  may  be  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Sect.  5.  —  All  Grand  Officers  not  herein  designated  for 
election  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Sect.  6.  —  In  all  elections  by  ballot,  every  member  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote,  and  one  only, 
unless  he  be  a  representative  of  a  subordinate  Lodge.  A 
member  cannot  delegate  his  right  of  voting  to  another. 
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Sect.  7.  —  No  officer  or  permanent  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  one  vote,  unless  he  be 
also  a  Master  or  Warden  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  under  this 
jurisdiction.  A  permanent  member,  resuming  office  in  Grand 
Lodge,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  only. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
INSTALLATION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Sect-  1.  —  The  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  elected  and 
appointed,  shall  be  annually  installed  on  the  ensuing  anni- 
versary of  St.  John  the  Evangelist.  When  that  festival 
shall  happen  on  a  Saturday,  Sunday,  or  Monday,  the  instal- 
lation shall  take  place  on  the  following  Tuesday.  The 
Grand  Master  shall  be  installed  by  his  immediate  predeces- 
sor ;  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  Senior  Past  Grand  Master 
present ;  and  in  the  absence  of  such  Past  Grand  Master,  by 
the  Senior  Past  Master  present. 

Sect.  2. — In  case  the  Grand  Master  elect  cannot  attend 
at  the  time  appointed  for  his  installation,  he  may  be  installed 
by  proxy,  on  signifying  his  acceptance  of  the  office.  But 
such  proxy  must  be  a  Past  Grand  Master,  or  the  Senior  Past 
Master  present. 

Sect.  3.  —  The  Grand  Master,  if  present,  shall  install 
the  elective  officers  and  his  Deputy.  If  absent,  his  proxy 
shall  install  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  who  shall  install  the 
remaining  officers.  The  appointed  officers  may  be  installed 
by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master.  In  case  of  the  absence  of  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  either  of  the  Grand  Wardens,  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  or  Recording  Grand  Secretary,  they  may 
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be  installed  by  proxies,  who  shall  be  past  officers  of  cor- 
responding rank,  or  Past  Masters  of  subordinate  Lodges  and 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  proxies  for  all  other 
officers,  except  Grand  Chaplain  and  Tyler,  must  also  be 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  4.  —  The  several  Grand  Officers,  previous  to  their 
installation,  shall  make  the  following  declaration  :  — 

"  I  solemnly  promise,  upon  the  honor  of  a  Mason,  that,  in  the 

office  of  ,  I  will,  according  to  the  best  of  my  abilities, 

strictly  comply  with  the  Constitutions  and  Regulations  of  this 
GrandLodge,  and  all  other  ancient  masonic  usages,  so  far  as  the 
same  shall  come  to  my  knowledge." 

Sect.  5. — All  Grand  Officers,  elected  or  appointed, 
when  instalted,  shall  be  proclaimed  by  the  Grand  Marshal, 
and  shall  retain  their  stations  until  their  successors  are  duly 
elected  and  installed. 

Sect.  6.  — No  elected  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  of 
any  subordinate  Lodge,  shall  act  as  such  until  he  is  duly 
installed. 

ARTICLE  Vill. 

POWER  AND  DUTY  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1.  — The  Grand  Master  enjoys  all  the  powers  and 
prerogatives  conferred  by  the  ancient  Constitutions  and  the 
usages  and  landmarks  of  the  Craft.  He  may  convene  any 
Lodge  within  his  jurisdiction,  preside  therein  (with  his  offi- 
cers or  otherwise),  inspect  their  proceedings,  and  require 
their  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge ; 
and  for  dereliction  of  duty,  or  other  unmasonic  conduct,  he 
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may  suspend  a  brother,  or  a  Lodge,  until  the  ensuing  meet- 
ing of  the  Grand  Lodge,  when  he  shall  present  the  reasons 
for  such  suspension  in  writing.  He  may  also  grant  dispen- 
sations for  processions  and  conferring  the  degrees,  and  do  all 
such  other  acts  and  deeds  as  are  warranted  or  required  of 
him  by  the  regulations  and  the  ancient  usages  of  the  Fra- 
ternity. 

Sect.  2. — The  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Grand  Master,  preside  in  Grand  Lodge,  and 
perform  such  duties,  and  possess  such  authority,  while  the 
Grand  Lodge  is  in  session,  as  appertain  to  the  Grand 
Master ;  and  in  case  of  the  inability  of  the  Grand  Master, 
from  sickness  or  other  cause,  to  attend,  he  may,  with  the 
consent  and  approbation  of  the  elective  Grand  Officers,  call 
special  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  should  the  interest 
of  the  Craft,  in  their  opinion,  at  any  time  require  it.  He 
may  also,  by  permission  of  the  Grand  Master,  in  writing, 
call  meetings  of  the  Grand  Officers,  and  such  experienced 
brethren  as  they  may  think  proper  to  invite,  for  consultation 
on  matters  relative  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  its  interests.  All 
such  meetings,  however,  not  having  the  approbation  of  the 
Grand  Master,  shall  be  deemed  irregular. 

Sect.  3. — In  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the 
Grand  Master,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  be,  ex  officio, 
Grand  Master  until  a  successor  be  chosen. 

Sect.  4.  —  The  Grand  Wardens  are  to  assist  the  Grand 
Master  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  and,  whenever  required,  are  to 
attend  him  ;  and,  while  he  presides  in  any  particular  subor- 
dinate Lodge,  are  to  act  there  as  his  Wardens. 

Sect.  5.  —  In  the  absence  of  the  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
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the  senior  Past  Grand  Warden  present  shall  wear  his  Jewel. 
In  the  absence  of  all  Past  Grand  Wardens,  the  senior  Past 
Master  present  shall  act  pro  tempore. 

Sect.  6.  —  In  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  shall  pre- 
side; and,  in  his  absence,  the  Junior  Grand  Warden.  In 
the  absence  of  each  of  them,  the  Past  Grand  Masters, 
Deputy  Grand  Masters  and  Grand  Wardens,  according  to 
seniority ;  and  if  no  officer  of  either  grade  be  present,  the 
senior  Past  Master  is  to  preside,  unless  he  waive  his  right  in 
favor  of  another  brother,  who  is  a  Past  Master.  In  either 
of  these  cases,  the  presiding  officer  (unless  he  be  a  Past 
Grand  Master)  shall  wear  the  jewel  of  the  Deputy  Grand 
Master. 

Sect.  7.  —  The  Grand  Treasurer  shall  have  the  charge  of 
the  personal  property  and  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  shall 
give  bonds  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust,  in  such  sum 
and  with  such  sureties  as  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  require ; 
and  shall  from  time  to  time  invest  all  unappropriated  funds 
in  his  hands  in  such  manner  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall 
direct.  He  shall  receive  all  moneys  from  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters,  as  well  as  all  other  moneys  paid  to  the  Grand 
Lodge ;  shall  pay  all  bills  passed  by  the  Board  of  Directors ; 
and  shall  have  in  his  care  all  the  regalia  not  entrusted  to  the 
Senior  Grand  Steward,  and  all  charters,  records,  seals,  and 
regalia  returned  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  shall  keep  an 
accurate  account  of  all  money  by  him  received  and  paid ; 
and  shall  annually  render  an  account  thereof,  with  a  schedule 
of  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  the  Board  of  Directors; 
shall  deliver  to  his  successor  in  office  the  funds  and  all  other 
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property  of  the  Grand  Lodge  entrusted  to  his  care,  taking 
duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  one  of  which  receipts  he  shall 
deposit  with  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

Sect.  8. —  The  Recording  Grand  Secretary  shall  give 
seasonable  notice,  in  a  public  paper,  of  each  regular  com- 
munication of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  shall  notify,  by  letter, 
all  officers  and  permanent  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
together  with  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  subordinate 
Lodges  through  their  respective  Secretaries.  Special  meet- 
ings may  be  notified  in  the  manner  above  provided.  He 
shall  make  a  correct  record  of  all  the  transactions  of  the 
Grand  Lodge;  receive  petitions,  applications,  and  appeals, 
and  lay  them  before  the  Grand  Master;  shall  fill,  attest,  and 
affix  the  Grand  Seal  to  all  Warrants,  Charters,  Commissions, 
and  Certificates,  by  order  of  the  Grand  Master ;  and  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  the  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction,  according 
jto  seniority.  He  shall  present  the  chairman  of  every  com- 
mittee with  a  copy  of  the  vote  of  his  appointment,  and  shall 
attend  all  committees,  with  such  documents  as  are  in  his 
possession,  when  required ;  and  record  all  reports  of  com- 
mittees which  may  be  accepted  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  He 
shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  forward  to  each 
member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  one,  and  to  each  District  Dep- 
uty Grand  Master  such  number  of  copies  of  the  edicts  and 
regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  have  been  passed  the 
preceding  year,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Grand  Master, 
and  all  such  other  transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  information  and  regulation  of  the 
subordinate  Lodges,  in  which  shall  be  included  a  correct  list 
of  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  District  Deputy 
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Grand  Masters,  for  the  current  year.  He  shall  make  a 
transcript  of  the  records  in  the  month  of  September  annually, 
immediately  after  the  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  9.  — The  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary  shall,  if 
required  by  the  Grand  Master,  answer,  under  his  direction, 
any  foreign  communication  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and 
when  present,  if  desired  by  the  Grand  Master,  read  all 
communications  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  shall  also  be  his 
duty,  from  time  to  time,  to  lay  before  the  Grand  Lodge  such 
matters  of  masonic  interest  as  may  come  to  his  knowledge. 

Sect.  10. — The  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  shall 
visit  the  Lodges  in  their  respective  Districts,  and  inspect 
their  By-Laws,  Eecords,  and  mode  of  Work,  once  a  year  at 
least,  and  before  the  last  week  in  November ;  but,  if  they 
deem  it  for  the  interest  of  Masonry,  they  may  delegate  their 
duties  in  distant  Lodges  to  some  suitable  brother.  They 
shall  have  power  to  grant  Dispensations  for  initiation,  and 
in  cases  of  emergency,  for  public  processions ;  shall  com- 
municate to  the  Lodges  all  edicts  and  regulations  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  furnish  them  with  all  such  diplomas  as 
they  shall  be  entitled  to ;  shall  receive  and  receipt  for  all 
dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge ;  receive  the  returns  of  the  Lodges 
and  make  their  remarks  thereon.  They  shall  annually 
transmit  their  returns,  and  all  moneys  in  their  hands,  to  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December ; 
and  if  they  shall  fail  to  comply  with  this  regulation,  unless 
prevented  by  sickness,  or  by  some  other  cause  beyond  their 
control,  they  shall  not  be  eligible  to  re-appointment.  They 
shall  be  reimbursed  their  ?iece88a?y  expenses  in  visiting  the 
Lodges;  but  shall  present  their  accounts  to  the  Board  of 
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►rs  for  allowance ;  and  each  District  Deputy  Grand 
5  on  receiving  from  the  Grand  Treasurer  the  jewel  of 
:t  and  the  records  of  the  District  over  which  he  is 
:ed,  shall  give  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  a  receipt  in  the 

ag  form,  viz.  :  — 

lereas,  I,  ,  have  been  appointed  and  duly  corn- 
ed District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts,  for  the 
Masonic  District,  and  have  received  the  collar  and  jewel 
ining  to  said  office,  and  the  book  of  records  of  said  Dis- 
hereby  promise  to  return  the  same,  at  the  expiration  or 
on  of  my  Coin  mission,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Grand 
of  Massachusetts ;  and,  in  default  thereof.  I  promise  to 
demand,  to  the  order  of  said  Treasurer,  or  whoever  may 
j  office  of  Treasurer  of  said  Grand  Lodge,  the  sum  of  fifty 

i 

r.  11. — There  shall  be  two  Grand  Chaplains  ap- 
hy  the  Grand  Master  on  the  day  of  his  installation, 
mil  attend  the  Quarterly  Communications  and  other 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  perform  such  clerical 
is  are  suitable  to  the  occasion  and  as  are  established 
usages  of  the  Fraternity. 

\  12.  —  The  Grand  Marshal  shall  direct  the  organi- 
>f  the  Grand  Lodge  before  it  is  opened ;  collect  from 
nbers  and  petitioners  in  the  Grand  Lodge  all  com- 
tions.  and  pl:ne  them  before  the  Grand  Secretary; 
[  introduce  visitors,  direct  the  formation  of  processions, 
Lodges  at  every  Communication,  and  communicate 
icute  all  comoiands  of  the  Grand  Master  not  otherwise 
d  for. 

\  13. — The  Grand  Deacons  are  to  communicate 
8 
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messages,  and  attend  the  Grand  Master  in  all  processions ; 
and  in  the  absence  of  either  of  them,  the  Grand  Master  shall 
appoint  a  member  to  act  pro  tempore. 

Sect.  14.  —  There  shall  be  four  Grand  Stewards  annu- 
ally appointed.  The  Senior  Grand  Steward  shall  have  in  his 
charge  all  the  jewels,  clothing,  and  furniture  of  the  Grand 
Lodge ;  and  at  the  Annual  Communication,  and  previous  to 
the  choice  of  officers,  he  shall  render  an  accurate  inventory 
of  everything  committed  to  his  care,  shall  deliver  the  same  to 
his  successor  in  office,  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one 
of  which  receipts  he  shall  deposit  with  the  Grand  Treasurer. 
He  shall,  with  the  assistance  of  his  brother  Stewards,  proper- 
ly distribute  the  jewels  and  clothing,  and  collect  the  same  at 
the  closing  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  15.  —  The  Grand  Sword-Bearer  shall  take  rank  as 
assistant  Grand  Marshal,  and,  in  the  absence  of  his  principal, 
shall  act  as  his  substitute. 

Sect.  16.  —  There  shall  be  two  Grand  Pursuivants  an- 
nually appointed.  Their  station  shall  be  at  the  inner  door  of 
the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  attend  to  the 
admission  of  the  officers,  members,  and  visitors ;  to  see  that 
they  appear  in  Grand  Lodge  suitably  clothed,  and,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Grand  Marshal,  that  they  take  their  proper 
stations.  They  shall  also  assist  the  Grand  Marshal,  and 
precede  in  all  public  processions  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  17.  — There  shall  be  three  Grand  Lecturers,  being 
Past  Masters,  annually  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
exemplify  the  Work  and  Lectures  of  the  several  degrees,  before 
the  Grand  Lodge,  on  the  Thursday  following  the  Annual 
Communication  in  December,  in  each  year,  for  the  benefit  of 
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rethren  generally.  They  shall  also  impart  instruction 
y  Lodge  requiring  their  services,  — the  Lodge  paying 
a  reasonable  compensation  therefor.  It  shall  also  be 
duty  to  visit  and  instruct  any  Lodge,  under  this  jurisdic- 
at  the  expense  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  whenever  it  shall 
ide  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Grand  Master 
aid  Lodge  is  unable  to  bear  the  expense ;  and  they  shall 
t  to  the  Grand  Master,  in  writing,  whenever  and  as 
as  they  shall  discover  any  deviations,  either  in  the 
:  or  Lectures,  from  the  system  adopted  by  the  Grand 
e. 

ex.  18.  —  The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  shall  .annually 
tit  a  Library  Committee,  who  shall  have  sole  charge  of 

library, 

ct*  19.  — The  Grand  Tyler  is  to  guard  the  outer,  door, 
sec  that  none  enter  previously  to  the  opening  of  the 
il  Lodge,  except  the  officers  and  members,  unless  by 
il  permission  of  the  Grand  Master. 
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IP  a  r  i  j$  *  r  0  n  b. 


GRAND  CHARITY  FUND. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Sect,  1.  — The  Charity  Fund  established  by  this  Grand 
Lodge  shall  be  styled  "the  Charity  Fund  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,"  and  shall  consist  of  Fifty 
Thousand  Dollaks. 

Sect.  2.  —  The  Charity  Fund  shall  be  held  in  the  name 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  a 
Board  of  Trustees;  and  said  Board  shall  be  styled  "the 
Trustees  of  the  Charity  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts." 

Sect.  3.  —  The  interest  arising  annually  from  this  Fund 
shall  be  appropriated,  as  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  direct,  for 
the  relief  of  such  poor  and  distressed  brethren,  their  widows 
and  orphans,  as  may  be  deemed  worthy  of  assistance  ;  but  all 
interest  unappropriated  at  the  end  of  each  year  shall  be  paid 
over  by  the  Trustees  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Provided,  nevertheless,  That  if  this  Fund  shall  at  any  time 
be  reduced  below  the  sum  prescribed  in  Sect.  1,  all  such 
unappropriated  interest  shall  be  added  yearly  to  the  principal, 
until  it  shall  again  amount  to  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars. 
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GENERAL  REGULATIONS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

Sect.  1.  —  At  each  Annual  Communcation  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  an  Auditing  Committee,  consisting  of  three  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  report  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  ensuing  Annual  Communication,  and 
before  the  election  of  officers,  an  account  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  preceding  year,  with  a  statement  of 
all  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

ARTICLE  II. 

DISPENSATIONS  AND  CHARTERS  FOR  NEW  LODGES. 

Sect.  1. — Dispensations  for  holding  new  Lodges  may 
be  issued  by  the  Grand  Master,  or  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  the 
petition  of  not  less  than  seven  Master  Masons  of  known  skill 
and  good  standing ;  provided  the  petition  be  countersigned 
by  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  within  whose  District 
the  petitioners  reside,  and  recommended  by  the  Lodge  situ- 
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ated  nearest  to  the  place  where  the  new  Lodge  is  proposed  to 
be  located. 

Sect.  2. —  The  fee  for  such  Dispensation  shall  be  ten 
dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  fire  dollars 
to  the  Secretary ;  and  every  Dispensation  shall  be  returned 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the 
date  thereof,  together  with  an  attested  transcript  of  all  the 
proceedings  and  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Lodge  working 
under  the  same.  If  these  be  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
a  Charter  of  Constitution  may  be  issued  to  the  petitioners, 
for  which  they  shall  pay  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  fifty  dollars,  forty-five  of  which  shall  be  for 
the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  five  for. the  Recording 
Grand  Secretary, 

Sect.  3.  — The  form  of  petition  for  a  Dispensation  shall 
be  as  follows  :  — 

"  To  ike  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Frm, 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  Commonmeakh  of  Massachusetts. 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  being  Master  Masons  in  good  stand- 
ing, and  having  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft  at  heart,  are  anxious 
to  exert  our  best  endeavors  to  promote  and  diffuse  the  genuine 
principles  of  Freemasonry;  and,  for  the  convenience  of  oar 
respective  dwellings  and  other  good  reasons,  we  are  desirous  of 

forming  a  new  Lodge,  to  be  named  .    Wet  therefore,  with 

the  approbation  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  the 
Lodge  nearest  our  residence,  respectfully  pray  for  a  Dispensation 

empowering  us  to  meet  as  a  regular  Lodge  at  ,  on  the  

of  every  month,  and  there  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Ancient 
York  Masonry,  in  a  constitutional  manner,  according  to  the 
forms  of  the  Order  and  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  we 
have  nominated  and  do  recommend  Brother  A  B  to  be  the 


THE  GRAND  LODGB  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  23 

ister,  Brother  C  D  to  be  the  first  Senior  Warden,  and 
E  F  to  be  the  first  Junior  Warden  of  the  said  Lodge, 
yer  of  this  petition  being  granted,  we  promise  strict 
?e  to  the  commands  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  laws 
ilations  of  the  Grand  Lodge." 

.  4, —  Every  new  Lodge  shall  be  solemnly  consti- 

y  the  Grand  Master  and  his  officers,  or  by  some 

?nt  brother  especially  commissioned  by  him  for  the 
* 

ARTICLE  III. 

IX  PER,    FORFEITURE,   AND   REVOCATION  OF 
CHARTERS. 

-  L  —  Every  Charter  surrendered  to  the  Grand 
whether  or  not  with  the  intention  of  being  resumed 
ure  period,  shall  be  accompanied  with  the  By-Laws, 
s,  Seal,  Regalia,  Funds,  and  other  property  of  the 
jf  every  description  ;  and  all  the  property  of  a  Lodge 
ering  its  Charter,  with  the  intention  of  resuming  it, 
held  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  trust,  until  such  time 
Jharter  shall  be  restored,  or  the  intention  of  reclaim- 
bandoned.  The  interest  arising  from  said  funds  and 
t  operty  shtiH  be  made  a  part  of  the  funds  of  the 
Lodge,  and,  in  case  of  forfeiture,  the  principal  shall 
ted  to  the  same  object.  No  Charter  thus  deposited 
restored,  unless  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall 


i  ifficera  of  a  Lodge  working  under  Dispensation  are  not  entitled 
-  representatives  in  Grand  Lodge.  "No  new  Lodge  is  owned,  nor 
era  admitted  into  the  Grand  Lodge,  unless  it  be  regularly  constituted 
.tred."  —  Vide  Ancient  Mas.  Reg.,  Art.  XII. 
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ha?e  been  strictly  complied  with,  nor  unless  seven  of  the 
petitioners  for  its  restoration  were  members  of  the  Lodge  at 
the  time  of  its  surrender ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
petitioners  to  notify  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
District,  and  the  Lodge  nearest  to  their  residence,  of  their 
intention  to  petition  for  the  restoration. 

Sect.  2. — Every  Charter,  when  declared  forfeited,  shall 
be  returned  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  Records,  By-Laws, 
Seal,  1  egalia,  Funds,  and  other  property  of  the  Lodge,  of 
every  description ;  and  all  members  of  a  Lodge  who  shall 
refuse  to  make  such  surrender,  or  who  shall  vote  to  divide 
the  funds  thereof  among  themselves,  or  to  appropriate  them 
in  any  other  way  than  is  herein  designated,  shall  be  liable  to 
expulsion  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry. 

Sect.  3.  —  If  at  any  time  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to 
suspend  or  cancel  the  Warrant  or  Charter  of  any  Lodge, 
under  this  jurisdiction,  for  irregular  or  unmasonsic  conduct 
the  members  of  said  Lodge,  at  the  time  of  its  having  incurred 
such  penalty,  shall  be  disqualified  to  visit  or  join  any  other 
Lodge,  without  special  permission  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
obtained  on  memorial. 

Sect.  4.  —  Any  Mason  knowingly  assisting  at  the  Work 
of  a  Lodge  whose  Warrant  or  Charter  has  been  suspended 
or  cancelled,  shall  be  liable  to  expulsion  from  the  rights  of 
Masonry. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

SUSPENSIONS  AND  EXPULSIONS. 

Sect.  1.  —  Whenever  a  member  of  a  Lodge  or  a 
brother  under  this  jurisdiction,  shall  be  accused  of  any 
offence,  which,  if  proved,  would  subject  him  to  suspension 
or  expulsion,  the  proceedings  in  the  premises  shall  be  con- 
ducted agreeably  to  the  following  Rules  :  — 

I.  The  accusations  shall  be  made  in  writing,  under  the  signa- 
ture of  a  Master  Mason,  and  given  in  charge  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Lodge,  who,  under  the  direction  of  the  Master,  shall  serve, 
or  cause  the  accused  to  be  served,  with  an  attested  copy  of  the 
charges  fourteen  days  at  least  previously  to  the  time  appointed 
for  their  examination :  Provided,  the  residence  of  the  accused 
shall  be  known,  and  shall  be  within  the  distance  of  fifty  miles  of 
the  place  where  the  Lodge  having  the  matter  in  hand  is  located. 
If  the  residence  of  the  accused  be  at  a  greater  distance  than  fifty 
miles,  but  within  the  State,  then,  and  in  that  case,  a  summons  to 
appear  and  show  cause,  forwarded  to  him  by  mail,  or  other  con- 
veyance, twenty  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  trial,  shall  be 
considered  sufficient  service.  If  his  residence  be  out  of  the  State, 
and  unknown,  the  Lodge  may  proceed  to  examine  the  charges,  ex 
parte;  but,  if  known,  a  summons  shall  be  sent  him  by  mail,  or 
otherwise,  sixty  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  appointed  for  the 
examination. 

II.  The  examination  of  the  charges  shall  be  had  in  a  Lodge 
specially  notified  and  convened  for  the  purpose,  at  which  no 
visitors  shall  be  admitted,  except  as  counsel  or  witnesses. 

III.  The  accused  may  select  any  brother  for  his  counsel ;  and 
the  witnesses  shall  testify,  if  Masons,  on  their  honor  as  such. 
Hearsay  evidence  shall  be  excluded. 

IV.  The  question,  **  Is  the  accused  guilty  or  not  guilty?" 

4 


26 


CONSTITUTIONS  OP 


shall  be  distinctly  put  to  each  member  of  the  Lodge,  by  name, 
commencing  with  the  youngest.  The  answer  shall  be  given 
standing,  and  in  a  distinct  and  audible  manner.  The  Secretary 
shall  record  the  answer  as  given. 

V.  If  the  verdict  be  suspension  or  expulsion,  an  attested  copy 
of  the  proceedings  shall  be  sent  up  ;  at  the  ensuing  meeting  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  for  examination  and  final  action. 

VI.  A  sentence  of  expulsion  shall  not  take  effect  until  con- 
firmed by  this  Grand  Lodge ;  but  shall  operate  as  a  suspension  of 
the  delinquent  in  the  meantime. 

Sect.  2. —  It  shall  not  be  competent  for  a  Lodge  to  try 
its  Master.  Any  five  members  of  the  Lodge,  or  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  may,  however,  impeach  him  before 
the  Grand  Master,  who  shall  order  an  investigation  of  the 
charges ;  and  if,  in  his  opinion,  they  are  well  founded,  and  of 
a  character  to  justify  the  proceeding,  he  may  suspend  the 
delinquent  and  summon  him  to  appear  at  the  ensuing  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be 
dealt  with  according  to  the  regulations  and  usages  in  such 
cases  established. 

Sect.  3.  — An  expulsion  or  suspension  of  a  brother 
from  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  or  an  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templars,  shall  not  operate  as  an  expulsion  or  suspension 
from  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  :i  member. 

Sect.  4.  — No  Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  suspend 
or  expel  a  member  from  the  rights  of  Masonry  for  the  non- 
payment of  dues.  The  highest  penalty  for  such  delinquency 
shall  be  forfeiture  or  suspension  of  membership. 
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ARTICLE  V. 
APPEAL  AND  RESTORATION. 

Sect.  1.  —  As  the  Grand  Lodge,  when  congregated,  is  a 
representation  of  every  individual  member  of  the  Fraternity, 
it  necessarily  possesses  a  supreme  superintending  authority, 
and  the  power  of  finally  deciding  on  every  case  which  con- 
cerns the  interest  of  the  Craft.  Any  brother,  therefore, 
who  may  feel  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  any  Lodge,  or 
other  masonic  authority,  acting  under  this  jurisdiction,  may 
appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  against  such  decision.  The 
appeal  must  be  made  in  writing,  specifying  the  particular 
grievance  complained  of,  and  transmitted  to  the  Recording 
Grand  Secretary  ten  days  at  least  before  the  ensuing  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  A  notice  and  copy  of  the  appeal  shall 
also,  and  at  the  same  time,  be  sent  by  the  appellant  to  the 
party  against  whose  decision  the  appeal  is  made. 

Sect.  2. —  Whenever  this  Grand  Lodge  shall  reverse  or 
abrogate  the  decision  of  a  subordinate  Lodge,  suspending  or 
expelling  a  brother,  and  shall  restore  him  to  the  benefits  and 
privileges  of  Masonry,  he  shall  not  thereby  be  restored  to 
membership  within  the  body  from  which  he  was  suspended 
or  expelled,  without  its  unanimous  consent. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMITTEES  —  THEIR  APPOINTMENTS,  ETC. 

Sect.  1.  —  All  committees,  whose  election  is  not  herein 
provided  for,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master,  or,  in 


28 


CONSTITUTIONS  OF 


his  absence,  by  the  presiding  officer,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  2. —  No  brother,  not  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  shall  be  appointed  on  any  committee  therein.  This, 
however,  is  not  intended  to  militate  against  the  right  of  the 
Grand  Master  to  commission  any  brother,  in  writing,  for  a 
specific  purpose. 

Sect.  3. — All  committees,  chosen  or  appointed,  shall 
report  their  proceedings,  in  writing,  at  the  next  Communica- 
tion alter  their  appointment.  The  first  brother  chosen  or 
appointed  shall  be  chairman,  and  shall  furnish  each  of  the 
committee  with  a  copy  of  the  vote  of  his  appointment,  as 
received  from  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  designate  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting. 

Sect.  4.  —  The  expenses  of  all  committees  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

REGALIA  — DRESS  IN  GRAND  LODGE. 

Sect.  1 .  —  The  Jewel  of  the  Grand  Officers  shall  be 
as  follows :  — 

I.  The  Jewel  of  the  Grand  Master  shall  be  the  Compasses 
extended  to  45°,  with  the  segment  of  a  circle  at  the  points,  and 
a  gold  plate  included,  on  which  is  represented  an  eye,  eradiated 
within  a  triangle,  also  eradiated. 

The  Jewel  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  be  the  Com- 
passes and  Square  united,  with  a  live-pointed  star  in  the  centre. 

The  Jewels  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  shall  be 
the  Compasses  extended  to  45°,  with  the  segment  of  a  circle  at 
the  points,  with  a  crescent  in  the  centre. 
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Senior  Grand  Warden,  the  Level. 

Junior  Grand  Warden,  the  Plumb. 

Grand  Treasurer,  a  chased  Key. 

Recording  Grand  Secretary,  cross  Pens  with  a  tie. 

Corresponding  Grand  Secretary,  cross  Pens  with  a  tie. 

Grand  Chaplain,  a  Book  within  a  triangle. 

Grand  Marshal,  cross  Rods. 

Grand  Deacons,  Dove  and  Olive  Branch. 

Grand  Stewards,  Cornucopia. 

Grand  S word-Bearer,  cross  Swords. 

Grand  Standard-Bearer,  Banner. 

Grand  Pursuivants,  a  Rod  and  Sword  crossed. 

Grand  Lecturer,  open  Book  upon  Square  and  Compasses. 

Grand  Organist,  Lyre. 

Grand  Tyler,  Sword. 

The  Jewel  of  a  Past  Grand  Master  shall  be  the  Compasses 
extended  to  45°,  with  the  segment  of  a  circle  at  the  points,  with 
a  blazing  Sun  in  the  centre. 

The  Jewel  of  a  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  be  the 
Compasses  extended  to  45°,  with  the  segment  of  a  circle  at  the 
points,  with  a  crescent  in  the  centre. 

The  Jewels  of  all  the  Grand  Officers,  with  the  exception  of 
the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  shall  be  within  a  wreath 
composed  of  a  sprig  of  Acacia  and  an  ear  of  Wheat. 

II.  The  Collars  of  the  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master , 
and  Senior  and  Junior  Grand  Wardens,  shall  be  chains  of  gold, 
or  metal  gilt. 

The  Collars  of  the  other  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall 
be  purple,  four  inches  broad,  with  narrow  edging  of  gold  lace, 
and  ornamented  in  the  centre  with  a  pomegranate  embroidered  in 
gold. 

III.  The  Apron  of  the  Grand  Master  shall  be  of  white  lamb- 
skin, lined  with  purple,  ornamented  with  the  blazing  Sun, 
embroidered  in  gold  in  the  centre  ;  on  the  edging  the  pomegranate 


30 


CONSTITUTIONS  OP 


and  lotus,  with  the  seven-eared  wheat  at  each  corner,  and  also 
on  the  fall,  —  all  in  gold  embroidery,  the  fringe  of  gold  bnllion, 
with  purple  edging  and  strings. 

The  Apron  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  be  of  the  same 
material  and  lining,  having  the  emblem  of  his  office  in  gold 
embroidery  in  the  centre,  and  the  pomegranate  and  lotus  alter- 
nately embroidered  in  gold  on  the  edging. 

The  Aprons  of  the  other  Grand  Officers  shall  be  of  white 
lambskin,  lined  with  purple ;  edging  three  and  a  half  inches 
wide,  with  purple  strings ;  ornamented  with  gold,  having  the 
emblems  of  their  office,  in  gold,  in  the  centre, 

IV.  The  Grand  Officers  shall  wear  gauntlets  of  purple,  with 
the  emblem  of  their  office,  embroidered  in  gold,  within  a 
wreath. 

Sect.  2.  — The  Apron  of  a  Master  Mason  should  be  a 
plain  white  lambskin,  fourteen  inches  wide  by  twelve  inches 
deep,  with  sky-blue  lining  and  edging,  having  three  rosettes, 
of  the  same  color.  No  other  color  shall  be  allowed,  and  no 
other  ornament  should  be  worn,  except  by  officers  and  past 
officers  of  Lodges,  who  may  have  the  emblems  of  their 
offices,  in  silver,  on  the  Apron. 

An  officer  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  should  wear  a  blue 
Sash  ;  a  blue  velvet  Collar,  trimmed  with  silver  lace,  and  a 
silver  Jewel- 

The  Jewels  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  shall  be  as  follows  :  — 

The  Jewel  of  a  Past  Master  shall  be  the  blazing  Sun,  within 
Compasses,  extended  on  a  Quadrant ;  the  Master,  the  Square ; 
Senior  Warden,  the  Level ;  Junior  Warden,  the  Plumb :  Trea- 
surer, the  cross  Keys ;  Secretary,  the  cross  Pens ;  Chaplain,  the 
Bible,  within  a  circle ;  Deacons,  the  Compasses  and  Square 
united  ;  Marshal,  Baton  in  a  square ;  Stewards,  Cornucopia,  in 
a  circle  ;  Organist,  Lyre  in  a  circle  ;  Tyler,  cross  Swords. 
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e\  3.  —  No  brother  shall,  on  any  pretence,  be  admitted 
e  Grand  Lodge,  or  any  subordinate  Lodge,  without 
per  clothing,  nor  shall  any  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
esentative  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  (proxies  excepted), 
►wed  to  vote,  without  his  Jewel,  unless  he  offers  a 
story  excuse  and  have  permission  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

LODGES  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

[\  1. —  Lodges  of  Instruction  may  be  holden  in  any 
r  city  in  the  Commonwealth  with  the  permission  of  the 
Master,  in  writing ;  provided,  however,  that  not  less 
wo  Lodges  shall  apply  for  such  permission.  The 
m  to  whom  such  permission  is  granted  shall  be 
able  for  the  proceedings  of  such  Lodge  of  Instruction, 
sponsible  that  the  mode  of  working  therein  adopted 
eived  the  sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
r.  2.  —  Notice  of  the  times  and  places  of  meeting  of 
iodrjes  of  Instruction  shall  be  given  to  the  brethren 
vicinity,  who  shall  be  at  liberty  to  join  the  same, 
to  such  rules,  regulations,  and  assessments  as  may  be 
upon* 

r.  3, — Each  Lodge  of  Instruction  shall  keep  a 
of  its  proceedings,  and  of  the  names  of  all  visiting 
in  present  at  each  meeting,  and  of  brethren  appointed 
d  office;  and  such  record  shall  be  produced  when 
for  by  the  Grand  Master,  or  by  the  Lodge  granting 
ction. 

t,    4,  —  The   Grand   Master  shall  have  power  to 
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suspend  or  dissolve  any  Lodge  of  Instruction,  when,  in  his 
opinion,  there  shall  be  sufficient  cause  therefor. 

Sect.  5.  — Any  brother,  being  a  member  of  a  subordi- 
nate Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction,  may  become  a  member 
of  any  Lodge  of  Instruction  in  this  Commonwealth,  by 
complying  with  the  regulations  thereof. 
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SUBORDINATE  LODGES. 


ARTICLE  I. 

POWERS  AND  DUTIES. 

Sect.  1. — All  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  have  a 
right  to  convene  as  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  to  receive 
and  enter  Apprentices,  pass  Fellow-Crafts,  and  raise  Master 
Masons,  and  assess  fees  therefor ;  to  choose  officers  annually ; 
establish  funds  for  charitable  purposes,  and  transact  all  mat- 
ters appertaining  to  Masonry,  agreeably  to  their  Charters, 
the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  ancient  usages  of  the 
Craft. 

Sect.  2.  —  The  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  be 
formed  into  Districts  by  the  Grand  Master,  for  each  of 
which  a  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  be  annually 
appointed;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Master,  or 
presiding  officer  of  a  Lodge,  when  notified  of  the  intended 
official  visit  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  to  convene 
his  Lodge,  receive  him  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  resign  the  chair  to  him  while  making  his  official 
communications,  submit  to  his  inspection  the  By-Laws, 
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Records,  and  mode  of  Work,  and  deliver  to  him  the  return 
of  the  Lodge,  and  the  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  3.  — The  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  make 
an  annual  return  to  their  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  of 
their  officers  and  members,  of  all  candidates  initiated, 
crafted,  and  raised,  agreeably  to  the  form  established  by  the 
Grand  Lodge ;  for  which  purpose  they  shall  be  furnished 
with  suitable  blanks. 

Sect.  4.  —  Should  any  Lodge  neglect  to  make  its  returns 
and  payments  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  space  of  two  years, 
the  Master  and  Wardens  of  such  Lodge  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  attend,  in  their  official  capacity,  any  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  until  such  returns  and  payments  are  made; 
and  should  the  delinquency  continue  for  three  years,  the 
Charter,  funds,  and  regalia  of  such  Lodge  may  be  declared 
forfeited  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  5.  —  No  petition  for  the  removal  of  a  Lodge  from 
the  place  in  which  it  is  located  shall  be  sustained  in  Grand 
Lodge,  unless  said  petition  is  sanctioned  by  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  District  where  said  Lodge  is 
situated,  and  has  the  approbation  of  the  Lodge  nearest  the 
place  where  the  said  Lodge  is  intended  to  be  held ;  the  same 
to  be  signified,  in  writing,  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Nor  shall 
any  Lodge  hold  meetings,  unless  authorized  by  the  Grand 
Master,  in  any  place  other  than  the  one  designated  in  their 
Charter,  under  the  penalty  of  a  forfeiture  thereof. 

Sect.  6.  —  The  majority  of  the  members  of  any  Lodge, 
when  duly  assembled,  shall  have  the  right  to  instruct  their 
Master  and  Wardens  as  their  representatives  in  the  Grand 
Lodge. 
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Sect.  7. —As  every  warranted  Lodge  is  a  constituent 
part  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  which  assembly  all  the  powers 
of  the  Fraternity  reside,  it  is  clear  that  no  other  authority 
can  destroy  the  power  granted  by  a  warrant.  If,  therefore, 
the  majority  of  any  Lodge  should  determine  to  leave  the 
Institution,  or  leave  that  Lodge,  the  Constitution,  or  power 
of  assembling,  remains  with  the  rest  of  the  members  who 
adhere  to  their  allegiance.  If  the  number  remaining  shall, 
however,  be  reduced  to  less  than  seven,  the  Charter  shall 
be  returned,  agreeably  to  the  regulation  in  such  cases  pro- 
vided. 

Sect.  8.  —  If  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  any  Ljdge 
be  summoned  to  attend,  or  to  produce  the  Charter,  books, 
papers,  or  accounts  of  their  Lodge,  to  the  Grand  Master,  or 
the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  within  whose  jurisdiction 
it  is  located,  or  any  committee  authorized  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  refuse  to  comply  with  said  summons,  or  give 
satisfactory  reasons  for  non-compliance,  they  may  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  proceedings  shall  be  notified  to  the  Grand 
Lodge ;  when,  in  case  of  contumacy,  expulsion  or  revocation 
of  Charter  shall  be  the  penalty. 

Sect.  9.  —  All  Lodges  are  particularly  bound  to  observe 
the  same  usages  and  customs.  Every  deviation,  therefore, 
from  the  established  mode  of  working  is  highly  improper, 
and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced.  In  order  to  preserve  this 
uniformity,  and  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  among  the 
Craft,  some  members  of  every  Lodge  should  be  deputed  to 
visit  the  other  Lodges  as  often  as  may  be  convenient ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Master  and  Wardens  to  qualify 
themselves  in  the  Work  and  Lectures,  sanctioned  by  the 
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Grand  Lodge,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  instruct  their 
respective  Lodges. 

Sect.  10.  —  Each  Lodge  shall  pay  annually  towards  the 
support  of.  the  Grand  Lodge,  ten  dollars ;  and  five  dollars 
for  every  candidate  by  them  initiated;  and  shall  receive 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  as  many  Diplomas  as  they  may 
make  Master  Masons. 

ARTICLE  II. 
PROXIES  OF  LODGES. 

Sect.  1.  —  It  is  the  duty  of  every  Lodge  to  be  repre- 
sented at  the  Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  its 
Master  and  Wardens,  or  by  a  proxy  duly  commissioned, 
under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  and  the  attestation  of  the 
Master  and  Secretary ;  and,  that  there  may  be  no  excuse 
for  neglect  of  this  duty,  each  Lodge  is  authorized  to  appoint 
any  Master  Mason  of  regular  standing,  not  holding  office  in 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  being  a  member  of  said  Lodge,  a 
proxy  to  represent  them  in  the  Grand  Lodge;  and  such 
proxy  shall  have  a  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
during  the  masonic  year  in  which  he  was  appointed,  and  to 
a  vote  when  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  Lodge  he 
represents  shall  not  either  of  them  be  present. 

Sect.  2. —  Any  Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Ak 
Grand  Lodge,  but  established  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of 
Massachusetts,  may  constitute  an  honorary  member  of  such 
Lodge  to  act  as  its  proxy  in  Grand  Lodge.  The  letter,  by 
which  a  Lodge  shall  appoint  a  proxy  is  to  be  in  form  and 
substance  as  follows,  viz. :  — 
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To  the  Moot  Wonhip/ul  Grand  Lodge  of  Masxichusetto. 

Be  it  Known,  That  Brother  ,  of 

 ,  having  been  chosen  by  the  members  of  

Lodge,  in  ,  to  represent  said  Lodge  in  Grand 

Lodge  the  ensuing  year ;  I  do,  by  these  presents, 
in  their  behalf,  constitute  and  appoint  him  their 
representative ;  for  them  to  appear,  and  upon  all 
subjects  relating  to  the  Craft  in  general,  and  to  said  Lodge  in 
particular,  to  act  and  decide  as  fully  as  though  we  were  person- 
ally present. 

Confirming  the  acts  of  our  beloved  brother,  in  his  capacity 
aforesaid,  we  pray  that  he  may  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and 
protection  to  which  we  are  entitled. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and 

caused  the  seal  of  our  Lodge  to  be  affixed,  this  day  of  , 

A.L.  58 — . 

Attest,  ,  Secretary. 

Sect.  3.  —  Every  Lodge  represented  by  proxy  m  the 
Grand  Lodge  shall  issue  the  commission  annually.  All 
commissions  of  proxies  shall  expire  with  the  closing  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  on  the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  or 
the  day  of  installation;  and  no  brother  shall  represent 
more  than  one  Lodge  at  the  same  time,  either  as  represent- 
ative or  proxy. 

Sect.  4.  —  Every  subordinate  Lodge  under  this  juris- 
diction shall  be  allowed  three  votes  in  all  elections  and 
other  business  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  whether  represented  by 
one  or  more  of  its  representatives. 
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ARTICLE  in. 

INITIATION  OF  CANDIDATES. 

Sect.  1.— All  applications  for  initiation  shall  be  made 
in  writing,  over  the  signature  of  the  applicant,  and  in  the 
following  form :  — 

FORM  OF  PETITION. 

To  the  W.  Master,  Wardens,  and  Members  of  Lodge  of  Free  and 

Accepted  Masons. 

The  subscriber  respectfully  represents,  that  having  long  enter- 
tained a  favorable  opinion  of  your  ancient  institution,  he  is 
desirous,  if  found  worthy,  to  be  admitted  a  member  thereof. 

My  place  of  residence  is  . 

Age  . 

Occupation  . 

I  have  before  applied  for  initiation. 

Signed,   . 

[Date.] 


RECOMMENDATION. 

I,     ,  member,  of    Lodge  aforesaid,  hereby 

recommend  said  for  initiation. 

Signed,   . 

No  candidate  shall  be  balloted  for  who  has  not  been 
proposed  at  a  Stated  Monthly  Meeting,  and  who  shall  not 
have  stood  so  proposed  from  one  Regular  Monthly  Meeting 
to  another,  without  a  Dispensation  therefor;  nor  shall  a 
candidate,  in  any  event,  be  balloted  for,  into  whose  moral 
character  a  strict  inquiry  has  not  been  made,  and  whose 
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name  has  not  been  borne  on  the  notifications  for  the  meeting 
at  which  he  is  to  be  balloted  for.  It  shall  not  be  regular  for 
any  Lodge  which  does  not  usually  issue  written  or  printed 
notifications  of  its  meetings,  to  ballot  upon  any  application 
for  the  degrees  when  there  is  a  Dispensation  therefor,  at  any 
but  Stated  Monthly  Meetings,  without  written  or  printed 
notifications  to  the  members  of  the  Lodge,  with  the  name  of 
the  candidate  borne  thereon. 

Sect.  2.  —  No  candidate,  whose  application  may  be 
rejected  by  a  Lodge,  shall  be  initiated  in  any  Lodge  under 
this  jurisdiction,  other  than  the  one  to  which  he  first  applied, 
without  a  recommendation  from  six  members  of  the  said 
Lodge,  of  whom  the  Master  and  Wardens  shall  be  three. 
And  when  the  Master  and  Wardens  are  unwilling  so  to 
recommend  a  candidate  who  has  been  rejected,  it  shall  be 
their  duty  to  communicate  such  rejection  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
or  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  who  shall  immedi- 
ately communicate  the  same  to  all  the  Lodges  under  his  juris- 
diction. And  if  any  Mason  knowingly  assist,  or  recommend 
for  initiation,  to  any  Lodge  whatever,  any  candidate  rejected 
as  aforesaid,  who  may  not  have  obtained  a  recommendation  as 
before  provided,  such  Mason  shall  be  expelled  from  the 
institution,  or  subjected  to  such  other  penalty  as  the  Grand 
Lodge  may  see  cause  to  impose. 

Any  candidate  residing  within  this  State,  whose  application 
has  been  rejected,  who  shall  be  initiated  in  any  other  Lodge, 
without  the  recommendation  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  a 
clandestine  Mason,  and  shall  not  be  allowed  to  visit  any 
Lodge  within  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  Craft  is  hereby  for- 
bidden to  hold  masonic  intercourse  with  him. 
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Sect.  3.  —  The  general  rule  which  governs  the  Order  in 
the  admission  of  members  is,  that  such  admission  is  to  be 
sanctioned  by  entire  unanimity ;  and  so  sacred  and  funda- 
mental does  the  Grand  Lodge  conceive  this  rule  to  be,  that 
no  candidate  shall  be  initiated  in  any  Lodge,  under  this 
jurisdiction,  without  a  clear  and  unanimous  vote  in  his  favor. 
Every  member  present  shall  vote  on  the  application,  unless 
excused  by  the  Lodge. 

Sect.  4.  —  By  the  ancient  regulations,  the  physical 
deformity  of  an  individual  operates  as  a  bar  to  his  admission 
into  the  Fraternity.  But  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this 
regulation  was  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  Craft  at  a 
period  when  they  united  the  character  of  operative  with  that 
of  speculative  Masons,  this  Grand  Lodge,  in  common  it 
is  believed  with  most  of  her  sister  Grand  Lodges  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe,  has  authorized  such  a  construction  of 
the  regulation  as  that  where  the  deformity  does  not  amount 
to  an  inability  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  ritual,  and 
honestly  to  acquire  the  means  of  subsistence,  it  constitutes 
no  hindrance  to  initiation. 

Sect.  5.  —  Applications  for  initiation  shall  be  made  to 
the  Lodge  in  the  town  or  city  where  the  petitioner  resides,  if 
there  be  a  Lodge  therein ;  but  if  there  be  none,  then  he 
shall  apply  to  the  Lodge  most  convenient  to  his  residence, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Lodge  to  make  due  and 
careful  inquiry  as  to  the  moral  standing  of  the  petitioner,  of 
some  respectable  and  reliable  person  or  persons  living  iu  the 
place  of  his  residence,  before  he  shall  be  initiated.  And  no 
person  residing  in  a  town  or  city  where  there  is  a  Lodge 
shall  be  initiated  in  any  other  town  or  city,  without  the 
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written  consent  and  recommendation  of  the  Master,  one 
Warden,  and  two  members  at  least,  of  each  Lodge  in  the 
town  or  city  where  he  resides;  provided,  however,  that 
where  there  are  more  than  two  Lodges  in  any  town  or  city, 
such  consent  and  recommendation  shall  not  be  required  of 
more  than  two  of  them.  Nor  shall  any  candidate  be  received 
from  any  other  State  (he  being  a  resident  thereof)  where  a 
regular  Lodge  is  established,  without  the  written  permission 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  such  State. 

Sect.  6.  —  No  Entered  Apprentice  or  Fellow-Craft, 
initiated  or  passed  in  any  Ledge  within  the  United  States, 
shall  be  passed  or  raised  in  any  Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the 
Lodge  in  which  he  was  first  admitted,  or  a  Dispensation  from 
the  Grand  Master. 

Sect.  7.  —  Any  member  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  may 
object  to  the  initiation,  passing,  or  raising  of  a  candidate,  at 
any  time  before  the  degree  is  conferred;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Lodge  to  investigate  such  objections  before 
proceeding  further  with  the  candidate. 
*  Sect.  8.  —  The  fee  demanded  by  a  Lodge  for  initiating, 
crafting,  and  raising  a  Mason,  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty- 
five  dollars,  including  the  fee  to  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  no 
Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  take  notes  of  hand  for 
fees,  or  grant  any  time  of  credit  therefor. 

Sect.  9.  —  No  Lodge,  in  the  absence  of  the  Master  and 
Wardens,  shall  initiate,  craft,  or  raise  a  candidate. 

Sect.  10.  —  No  Lodge  shall  hold  more  than  one  Com- 
munication on  the  same  day,  nor  confer  either  of  the 

three  degrees  upon  more  than  five  candidates  at  one 
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Communication.  No  Lodge  shall  permit  more  than  one 
candidate  to  be  present  at  the  same  time  in  the  first  section 
of  the  first  degree,  nor  in  the  second  section  of  the  third 
degree. 

Notk.  —  In  the  discussion  of  this  Article  in  Grand  Lodge,  the  first  Section 
being  under  consideration,  the  opinion  was  expressed  and  acquiesced  in  that 
the  clause  in  said  section  which  requires  the  names  of  candidates  to  be 
borne  on  the  notifications  for  the  meeting  at  which  the  balloting  takes  place, 
is  not  intended  to  affect  the  Lodges  in  the  country,  which  do  not  issue  written 
notifications. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  [REGULATIONS. 

Sect.  1.  —  No  business,  other  than  that  appertaining  to 
the  Work  and  Lectures,  shall  be  transacted  in  a  Lodge  while 
open  on  the  first  or  second  degree.  All  general  business, 
such  as  the  election  and  installation  of  officers,  the  discussion 
of  questions  relating  to  the  general  interests  of  the  Fraternity, 
and  the  local  affairs  of  the  Lodge,  shall  be  transacted  in  a 
Masters'  Lodge. 

Sect.  2.  — The  Lodges  shall  admit  as  members  such  only 
as  are  Master  Masons.  Any  brother  having  been  dis- 
charged for  non-payment  of  dues,  shall  not  be  admitted  to 
membership  in  any  other  Lodge  until  the  same  are  paid 
or  remitted.  The  receipt  or  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Lodge  of  which  the  applicant  was  last  a  member,  shall 
be  satisfactory  evidence  that  his  dues  have  been  liquidated. 

Sect.  3.  — The  Master  of  any  Lodge  under  this  jurisdic- 
tion, who  has  faithfully  discharged  his  duties  and  complied 
with  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  shall,  at  the  end  of  his 
first  year,  be  presented  by  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master 
with  a  Past  Master's  Diploma. 

Sect.  4.  —  Any  Lodge  may  take  cognizance  of  the 
conduct  of  any  sojourning  brother  or  brethren,  not  attached 
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to  any  particular  Lodge,  upon  a  charge  of  unmasonic  con- 
duct. 

Sect.  5. — No  Lodge  shall  encourage,  promote,  or  per- 
mit the  delivery  of  any  masonic  lectures,  which  have  not 
been  sanctioned  and  authorized  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  Nor 
shall  any  Mason  be  permitted  to  deliver  such  lectures  under 
this  jurisdiction. 

Sect.  6. — No  Lodge  shall  form  a  public  procession 
without  permission  from  the  Grand  Master  (or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, the  Deputy  Grand  Master,)  or  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  within  whose  District  it  is  located. 

Sect.  7.  —  No  Mason  can  be  interred  with  the  formalities 
of  the  Order,  unless  it  be  at  his  own  special  request,  without 
a  Dispensation  from  the  Grand  Master;  nor  under  any 
circumstances,  unless  he  has  been  advanced  to  the  degree  of 
a  Master  Mason. 

Sect.  8.  — No  Lodge,  or  officer  or  member  of  a  Lodge, 
shall  under  any  circumstances  give  a  certificate  or  recom- 
mendation to  enable  a  Mason  to  proceed  from  Lodge  to 
Lodge  as  a  pauper,  or  in  an  itinerant  manner  to  apply  to 
Lodges  for  relief. 

Sect.  9.  —  It  shall  not  be  permitted  to  introduce  political 
or  other  exciting  topics  for  discussion  in  any  Lodge  under 
this  jurisdiction. 

Sect.  10.  —  A  Lodge  ought  to  meet  once  in  each  calen- 
dar month,  but  may  with  propriety  adjourn  during  the  sum- 
mer months  of  June,  July,  and  August. 

Sect.  11.  —  The  Master  of  a  Lodge  has  the  special  charge 
of  its  Charter,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  it  is  carefully 
preserved.    It  must  be  present  whenever  the  Lodge  is  opened. 
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Sect.  12. — A  visiting  brother,  having  produced  his 
Grand  Lodge  Certificate,  or  Diploma,  has  a  right  to  call  for 
the  Charter  of  the  Lodge  he  desires  to  visit. 

Sect.  13.  — No  brother  shall  be  a  member  of  more  than 
one  Lodge ;  nor  shall  he  hold  more  than  one  office  in  the 
same  Lodge,  or  in  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  same  time. 

Sect.  14.  — The  removal  of  a  brother  into  another  juris- 
diction does  not,  of  itself,  authorize  his  name  to  be  stricken 
from  the  roll  of  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Sect.  15. — No  Mason,  not  a  member  of  some  subordi- 
nate Lodge,  shall  be  allowed  to  visit  the  same  Lodge  in  the 
place  where  he  resides  more  than  twice,  without  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Master  or  vote  of  the  Lodge. 

Sect.  16.  —  No  Lodge  can  suspend  the  operation  of  a 
By-Law ;  nor,  at  a  Special  Meeting,  alter  or  amend  an j  part 
of  the  proceedings  of  a  Stated  one. 

Sect.  17.  —  No  brother  ought  to  be  elected  Master  of  a 
Lodge  who  has  not  served  at  least  one  year  in  the  office  of 
Warden. 

Sect.  18.  —  No  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free,  and  Accepted 
Masons  can  legally  assemble  in  this  Commonwealth  under  a 
Warrant  granted  by  any  foreign  masonic  power. 

Sect.  19. — It  shall  not  be.  legal  for  any  Lodge  to 
interfere  with  the  business  or  concerns  of  another  Lodge. 

Sect.  20. — Any  vote  passed  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  or 
by  any  subordinate  Lodge,  may  be  reconsidered  at  the 
same  meeting ;  or  at  the  next  subsequent  meeting,  provided 
notice  of  the  intention  to  move  for  such  a  reconsideration 
shall  be  given  at  the  meeting  at  which  the  vote  was  originally 
passed. 
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Sect.  21. —  A  Lodge  or  brother  offending  against  any 
law  or  regulation  of  the  Craft,  or  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  to 
the  breach  of  which  no  penalty  is  attached,  shall,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  be  subject  to  admonition, 
suspension,  or  expulsion. 

Sect.  22. — No  permanent  regulation  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  shall  be  repealed  or  amended  at  the  meeting  at 
which  such  repeal  or  amendment  is  proposed,  nor  until  it 
has  been  duly  considered  by  a  committee,  to  be  chosen  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  a  previous  Quarterly  Communication. 
And  every  Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  within  the  territorial  limits  of  Massachusetts,  shall 
be  serrUfT  by  the  Eecording  Grand  Secretary  with  an  attested 
copy  of  such  proposed  repeal  or  amendment  within  thirty 
days  after  the  meeting  at  which  such  repeal  or  amendment 
is  proposed.  A  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  votes  cast 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  adoption  of  any  amendment. 

Sect.  23.  —  No  Lodge  shall  apply  for,  receive,  or  act 
under  any  corporate  Charter  granted  by  any  Legislature  or 
political  government;  and  the  receiving  such  Charter  of 
incorporation,  or  acting  thereunder  by  any  Lodge  under  this 
jurisdiction,  shall  operate  as  a  surrender  and  revocation  of  its 
masonic  Charter  or  Warrant  from  this  Grand  Lodge. 
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RULES  FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  GRAND 

LODGE. 

Rule  1.  —  None  but  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
past  or  present  officers  of  other  Grand  Lodges  excepted, 
shall  be  present  at  the  opening  of  the  same,  nor  shall  any 
visitor  be  admitted  daring  the  session,  except  by  permission 
of  the  Grand  Master. 

2.  —  All  members  and  visitors  shall  keep  the  seats 
assigned  them,  except  the  Grand  Marshal  and  officers  whose 
duties  may  call  them  about  the  Lodge. 

3.  —  All  resolutions  shall  be  submitted  in  writing  before 
there  shall  be  any  debate  upon  them ;  as  shall  all  motions,  if 
the  Grand  Master  or  any  brother  desire  it. 

4.  —  All  matters  in  Grand  Lodge  are  to  be  decided  by 
vote,  each  member  having  one  vote  only,  unless  the  question 
be  taken  by  ballot,  when,  if  he  be  entitled  to  two  votes,  he 
may  give  them.  The  Grand  Master  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
vote  on  all  questions,  and  may  also  give  the  casting  vote 
whenever  there  shall  be  an  equal  division. 

5.  —  Each  member  shall  vote  on  all  questions,  except 
where  he  is  personally  interested,  unless  specially  excused  by 
the  Grand  Lodge. 
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6.  —  No  brother  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  the  same 
question,  unless  in  explanation,  without  permission  of  the 
Grand  Master. 

7.  —  Every  member  who  speaks  shall  rise,  and  remain 
standing,  addressing  himself  to  the  Grand  Master ;  nor  shall 
any  brother  presume  to  interrupt  him,  except  on  a  point  of 
order. 

8.  —  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall 
be  received,  except  to  amend,  commit,  lay  upon  the  table,  or 
adjourn. 

9.  —  A  motion  to  amend,  until  decided,  shall  preclude  all 
other  amendments  of  the  main  question. 

10.  —  Any  member  may  call  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, where  the  same  will  admit  of  it. 

11.  —  No  new  motion,  which  totally  changes  the  subject 
matter  on  which  the  original  motion  was  intended  to  operate, 
shall  be  admitted,  under  color  of  amendment,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  motion  under  debate. 

12.  —  No  member,  except  one  of  the  majority  which 
decided  the  question,  shall  be  allowed  to  move  for  a  recon- 
sideration. 

13.  —  After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Grand  Master,  it 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but 
may  be  withdrawn  by  the  mover  at  any  time  before  decision 
or  amendment. 

14.  — There  shall  be  no  debate  upon  any  question  after  it 
is  put  by  the  Grand  Master. 

15.  —  All  motions  and  reports  may  be  committed  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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16.  — While  the  Grand  Master  is  addressing  the  Grand 
Lodge,  or  putting  a  question,  or  a  brother  is  speaking, 
no  member  shall  entertain  any  private  discourse,  nor  pass 
between  the  speaker  and  the  chair. 

17.  — All  communications,  petitions,  appeals,  resolutions, 
propositions,  and  motions  shall  be  couched  in  decent  and 
respectful  language,  or  they  shall  not  be  entertained  in  Grand 
Lodge. 

18.  — No  brother  shall  leave  the  Grand  Lodge  during 
the  session,  without  permission  of  the  Grand  Master. 

19.  — If  any  member  shall  have  been  twice  called  to 
order  for  transgressing  these  Rules,  and  shall  nevertheless  be 
guilty  of  a  third  offence,  at  the  same  meeting,  the  Grand 
Master  shall  peremptorily  command  him  to  take  his  seat, 
and  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  speak  again  during  that 
session  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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DEFINITIONS. 


1.  —  Ample  Form.  The  Grand  Lodge  is  declared  to  be 
opened  in  Ample  Form  when  the  Grand  Master  presides. 

2.  —  In  Due  Form,  when  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  pre- 
sides.   And  — 

3.  —  In  Form,  when  it  is  opened  in  the  absence  of  both 
the  Grand  Master  and  his  Deputy. 

4.  —  Discharged  Member.  This  term  is  applied  to  a 
member  of  a  Lodge  who  has  been  discharged  for  non- 
payment of  his  quarterly  dues,  or  other  violation  of  the  local 
rules  of  his  Lodge. 

5.  —  Suspension.  The  suspension  of  a  brother  excludes 
him  from  all  his  masonic  privileges,  and  prohibits  all  masonic 
intercourse  between  him  and  his  brethren  during  the  time  of 
his  suspension. 

6.  —  Expulsion.  This  is  the  highest  penalty  that  can 
be  incurred,  and  the  severest  punishment  that  can  be  inflicted, 
for  any  violation  of  masonic  engagements.  It  excludes  a 
Mason  from  all  his  masonic  rights  and  privileges  forever, 
unless  he  be  restored  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  ought  never 
to  be  exercised  but  with  extreme  caution,  and  in  cases  where 
a  lighter  punishment  would  Lc  of  no  avail. 
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7.  —  Summons  and  Notification.  These  terms  are  used 
in  the  old  regulations,  and  by  many  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in 
this  country,  synonymously.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts makes  the  following  distinctions  : — 

A  Notification  is  the  notice  by  which  the  time,  place, 
and  hour  (and  frequently  the  business)  of  the  Lodge  are 
communicated  to  the  members.  This  notice  every  brother 
receiving  it  is  expected  to  obey,  unless  his  doing  so  would 
materially  interfere  with  his  business  engagements.  The 
obligation  which  it  imposes  is  a  general  one ;  and  the  highest 
penalty  incurred  by  a  violation  of  it  is  forfeiture  of  member- 
ship. 

A  Summons  is  a  call  of  authority;  a  citation  to  ap- 
pear and  answer  to  the  charges  therein  set  forth.  Or,  it  is 
an  imperative  injunction  to  appear  at  a  Special  Meeting  of 
the  Lodge  with  which  the  brother,  receiving  it  is  affiliated; 
or  to  attend  on  the  Grand  Master,  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  or  any  committee,  or  other  body  authorized  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  issue  it.  The  obligation  to  obey  it  is 
special  and  obligatory  on  every  brother  receiving  it.  The 
penalty  for  its  non-observance  is  expulsion  ;  unless  the  party 
offending  be  able  to  urge  a  pressing  and  positive  necessity 
for  his  excuse. 

8.  —  The  Lodge.  The  term  Lodge  is  generally  under- 
stood to  refer  to  the  members  of  a  particular  masonic 
association,  or  the  place  in  which  they  meet.  In  a  few  of 
the  States,  it  technically  signifies  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant, 
which  is  kept  in  the  hall,  and  frequently  carried  in  public 
processions.  The  Ark  is  not  used  in  our  Lodges.  The  floor- 
ing,  or  Masters  carpet,  is  frequently  called  the  Lodge. 
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9.  —  The  flooring ,  or  Carpet^  is  a  regularly  arranged 
painting  of  the  masonic  emblems  on  canvas.  No  Lodge 
should  be  without  one. 

10.  —  The  Trestle-Board,  or  Tracing-Board  n  is  for 
the  Master  to  draw  his  designs  upon" ;  or  it  is  the  board  on 
which  the  designs  of  the  Master  are  already  drawn.  The 
term  is  frequently  used  synonymously  with  flooring  and 
carpet. 


CONFERRING  DEGREES. 

The  following  Order  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  June  4, 1843,  and 
makes  part  of  these  Constitutions :  — 

"  Ordered,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  Order, 

it  shall  not  be  regular  to  give  more  than  one  degree  to  the 

same  individual  on  the  same  day,  nor  at  a  less  interval  than 

one  month  from  his  receiving  the  previous  degree,  unless  a 

Dispensation  thall  have  been  obtained  therefor." 
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STANDING  VOTES,  RESOLUTIONS,  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE 
GRAND  LODGE,  NOW  IN  FORCE. 

Ordered,  That  it  shall  not  be  regular,  hereafter,  for  any 
Lodge  which  does  not  usually  issue  written  or  printed  notifi- 
cations of  its  meetings  to  ballot  upon  any  application  for 
the  degrees  when  there  is  a  Dispensation  therefor,  at  any  but 
Stated  Monthly  Meetings,  without  written  or  printed  notifi- 
cations to  the  members  of  the  Lodge,  with  the  name  of  the 
candidate  borne  thereon. 

Voted,  That  the  Secretary  cause  the  Constitutions  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  be  annually  hereafter  published  with  the 
Proceedings. 

Voted,  That  the  Grand  Master  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  such  sums  of  money 
as  are  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  meetings  of 
the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  at  the  Annual  and  Quar- 
terly Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the 
Grand  Master  in  his  Annual  Address  report  such  expendi- 
tures. 

Voted,  That,  in  the  dedication  of  new  masonic  halls,  the 
Grand  Lodge  will  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  its  own 
officers,  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master,  the 
subordinate  Lodge  is  unable  to  bear  them. 
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Voted,  That,  in  constituting  new  Lodges,  the  travelling 
expenses  only  of  the  Grand  Officers  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

Voted,  That  whenever  the  Grand  Officers  are  invited  to 
perform  the  ceremony  of  installation,  either  publicly  or  in 
private,  the  entire  expense  shall  be  borne  by  the  subordinate 
Lodge. 

Voted,  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  be  instructed  to 
make  a  detailed  report  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  his  Annual  Address. 

Voted,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  insert  in  his  notifica- 
tions for  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Part,  Article, 
and  Section  of  any  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Grand  Con- 
stitutions, which  may  be  in  order  for  deliberation  at  such 
meetings. 
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SINKIIG  FUND. 

For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  indebtedness  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  removing  the  incumbrances  upon  the  Temple,  and 
placing  the  Charity  Fund  upon  an  independent  basis,  —  it  is 
hereby  ordered  and  decreed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts, as  follows :  — 

That  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  as  Grand  Lodge  dues,  shall 
be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  September,  annually,  for  the  term 
of  thirteen  years,  by  every  affiliated  Mason  under  our  juris- 
diction. 

Said  sum  shall  be  collected  by  the  Lodges  of  their  mem- 
bers, and  paid  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  at 
their  annual  visits. 

Any  member,  by  paying  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  at  one 
time,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  the  operation  of  this 
decree. 

No  non-affiliated  Mason,  residing  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, shall  visit  any  Lodge  without  first  paying  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  cents  at  each  visit,  which  sum  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Lodges  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  as 
before  ordered. 

Said  moneys  shall  constitute  the  sinking-fund  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  which  all  moneys  unappropriated  at  the  end  of 
each  year  shall  be  added,  and  the  same  shall  be  separately 
invested  by  the  Grand  Treasurer,  under  the  direction  of  the 
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Board  of  Directors,  and  pledged  to  the  payment  of  the  debt 
upon  the  Temple. 

The  Grand  Treasurer,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  die 
Grand  Lodge,  shall  make  a  full  and  exact  report  of  the  sink- 
ing-fund, of  the  amount  received  from  each  Lodge,  the 
amount  invested,  and  how  invested,  and  of  all  matters  relat- 
ing thereto. 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  hereby  pledges  the  faith 
of  the  Fraternity  of  the  Commonwealth  to  sustain  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  and  the  Board  of  Directors  in  completing  and 
paying  for  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  now  being  erected  in 
this  city. 
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HONS  OF  THE  GRAND  OFFICERS  IN  THE  GRAND 
LODGE. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master, 
In  the  East,  at  the  head,  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  R.W.  Depdtt  Grand  Master, 

In  the  East,  next  to  and  left  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

The  R.W.  Senior  Grand  Warden, 

In  the  West. 

The  R.W.  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
In  the  South. 

The  R.W.  Past  Grand  Masters, 

fori,  at  the  ri'jht  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  the  Junior  Past  Grand 
Master  next  to  the  Grand  Master. 

This  K.W.  Past  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 

In  the  East,  at  the  right  of  the  Past  Grand  Masters. 

The  R.W.  Past  Grand  Wardens, 

In  thf.  East,  at  the  right  of  the  Past  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

The  R.W.  Grand  Treasurer, 

On  the  right,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Master. 

The  R  W.  Recording  Grand  Secretary, 
On  the  left,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Master. 

The  E  W.  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary, 
On  the  left,  next  to  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

The  K.W.  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 

In  the  East,  on  the  left  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

The  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplains, 

mst,  the  Smior  upon  a  raised  dais  in  front  of  the  Grand  Master  and  be- 
i  Aim  and  the  Past  Junior  Grand  Master  ;  and  the  Junior  upon  a  raised  dais 
the  left  of  the  Grand  Master  and  between  him  and  the  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
*#h  being  U}x>u  u  lower  grade  than  that  of  the  Grand  Master  and  that  of  the 

rt  upon  his  riffht  and  left. 
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The  W.  Grand  Marshal, 
Upon  the  left  of  the  Grand  Master,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Secretary. 

The  W.  Senior  Grand  Deacon, 
Upon  the  right  of  the  Grand  Master,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

The  W.  Junior  Grand  Deacon, 
In  the  West,  at  the  right  of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

The  W.  Grand  Stewards, 
In  the  South,  two  upon  the  right,  and  two  upon  the  left  of  the  Junior  Grand  War- 
den, upon  each  side,  one  Steward  in  front  of  the  other. 

The  W.  Grand  Sword  -  Bearer, 
At  the  left  of  the  Grand  Marshal. 

The  W.  Grand  Standard -Bearer, 
At  the  left  of  the  Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

The  W.  Grand  Pursuivants, 
Near  the  doom  of  entrance  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  whose  duty  it  is  "to  receive 
all  reports  from  the  Grand  Tyler,  to  announce  the  name  and  masonic  rank  of  all 
who  desire  admission,  and  to  see  that  none  enter  without  wearing  their  appropri- 
ate decorations" 

The  W.  Grand  Lecturers, 
The  first  and  second  on  the  right  of  the  Senior  Grand  Deacon,  and  the  third  in  the 
West,  at  the  left  of  the  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Br.  Grand  Organist, 
At  the  Organ. 

Br.  Grand  Ttler. 
Outside  of  the  entrance  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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to  make  application  in  writing   88 

form  of  petition  for  degrees    38 
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may  be  recommended  after  rejection   89 
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if  rejected,  not  to  be  initiated  in  any  other  Lodge  without  re- 
commendation   89 
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when  balloted  for,  every  member  present  must  vote  40 

if  maimed  or  deformed   40 

to  be  initiated  in  the  place  of  their  residence  ....  40 
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Candidates  for  the  degrees  (continued.) 

when  belonging  to  another  State,  what  is  required  ...  41 

when  initiated  or  crafted  in  another  Lodge      ....  41 

may  be  objected  to  by  any  member  before  degree  is  conferred  41 

fees  to  be  paid  by,  on  receiving  the  degree  41 

Certificates,  to  be  attested  by  Grand  Secretary   16 

the  Grand  Seal  to  be  affixed  to  them   16 

Charter  of  subordinate  Lodge,  how  obtained   21,  22 

fees  to  be  paid  for   22 

to  be  in  charge  of  the  Master   44 

must  be  present  when  the  Lodge  is  opened     ....  44 

when  it  may  be  called  for  by  visiting  brother  ....  46 

surrender  of,  to  Grand  Lodge   28 

how  it  may  be  restored   28, 24 

when  declared  forfeited,  must  be  returned  to  Grand  Lodge     .  24 

may  be  suspended  or  cancelled   24 

Clothing  of  Grand  Officers  and  officers  of  Lodges     .             28,  29,  80,  81 

See  Dress,  Jewels,  and  Regalia. 

Committee  on  Library       .........  19 

Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  how  appointed      ....  27 

must  be  members  of  Grand  Lodge   28 

to  report  in  writing   28 

their  report  to  be  made  at  next  meeting   28 

who  shall  be  Chairman                                               .  28 

Chairman  to  notify  the  other  members  of  the  Committee  28 

expenses  of,  how  paid   28 

Communications,  when  to  be  held   8 

Constituting  a  new  Lodge   28 

Corresponding  Grand  Secretary,  duties  of   16 

shall  lay  before  the  Grand  Lodge  matters  of  masonic  interest  16 

to  answer  all  foreign  communications  when  required  16 

to  read  all  communications  to  Grand  Lodge,  if  requested       .  16 

must  be  a  Past  Master   9 

Declaration  of  Grand  Officers   12 

Definitions   50 

Ample  form,  due  form,  form   50 

Discharged  member   50 

Suspension   50 

Expulsion   50 

Notification   50,61 

Summons   60,61 

The  Lodge   51 

Flooring  or  Carpet   52 

Trestle-Board,  or  Tracing  Board   52 

Degrees,  not  more  than  one  to  be  conferred  same  day  without  Dispen- 
sation   52 
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Deputy  Grand  Master,  power  and  duty  of   18 

rank  and  title   7 

must  be  a  Past  Master   9 

appointed  by  Grand  Master   10 

to  preside  in  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Master  ....  13 

to  call  special  meetings  of  Grand  Lodge  in  certain  cases  .  13 

when  he  may  call  meetings  of  Grand  Officers  ....  18 

when  he  shall  be  Grand  Master  ex  officio  .....  13 

Dispensation  necessary  to  confer  more  than  one  degree  same  day     .  52 

Dispensations  for  new  Lodges   21 

to  be  issued  by  Grand  Master  or  Grand  Lodge       ...  21 

petition  for,  how  to  be  countersigned   21 

petitioners  for,  how  recommended   21 

fees  for,  and  to  whom  paid   22 

to  be  returned  in  one  year   22 

form  of  a  petition  for   22 

Lodges  under  not  entitled  to  representation  in  Grand  Lodge   .  28 
See  Note. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  power  and  duty  of  ...  16 

to  be  appointed  by  Grand  Master                       .  10 

rankof   7 

to  visit  Lodges,  inspect  their  By-Laws,  Records,  and  mode  of 

Work   16 

may  delegate  their  duties   16 

may  grant  Dispensations  for  initiation  of  candidates  and  for 

public  processions   16 

to  communicate  edicts  and  regulations  of  Grand  Lodge  .  16 

to  furnish  diplomas  to  Lodges   16 

to  receive  returns  of  Lodges,  and  receipt  for  all  dues  16 

to  transmit  the  returns  and  fees  received  to  Grand  Treasurer  .  16 

to  be  reimbursed  for  their  necessary  expenses  ....  16 

form  of  receipt  to  be  given  to  Grand  Treasurer      ...  17 

must  be  Past  Masters   9 

to  sanction  petitions  for  the  removal  of  Lodges      ...  34 

how  to  be  received  by  Lodges   33 

to  present  accounts  to  Board  of  Directors  16, 17 

Division  of  funds  prohibited   24 

Dress  of  Grand  Officers  28,  29 

of  officers  of  Lodges   80 

of  Master  Masons   80 

Elected  officers  not  to  act  until  installed   12 

Elections  in  Grand  Lodge   10 

Eligibility  of  Grand  Officers   •   .  9 

Exemplification  of  the  Work   18 

Expulsions  from  Lodges   26,  26,  39 

to  be  confirmed  by  Grand  Lodge   26 
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Expulsions  (continued). 

rules  to  be  observed  in  cases  of   25,  26 

an  attested  copy  of  Proceedings  to  be  sent  up  to  Grand  Lodge .  25 

from  Chapters  or  Encampments,  effect  of       ...  26 

for  non-payment  of  dues,  prohibited   26 

Fees  to  Grand  Lodge   86 

for  degrees   41 

for  Dispensations   22 

for  Charters   22 

Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist   11 

Forfeiture  of  Charters   28 

Form  of  declaration  for  Grand  Officers   12 

of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master's  receipt  to  Grand  Treasurer  17 

of  a  petition  for  Dispensation  for  new  Lodge  ....  22 

of  proxy  for  representative  in  Grand  Lodge    ....  87 

of  petition  for  the  degrees   88 

Funds,  division  of  prohibited   24 

Funeral  honors,  when  allowed   44 

Funerals,  who  may  be  buried  with  the  formalities  of  the  Order       .  44 

Grand  Chaplains,  duties  of   17 

Marshal            „    17 

Deacons           „    17, 18 

Stewards           ,.    18 

Sword-Bearer    „    18 

Pursuivants,       „    18 

Lecturers  to  be  Past  Masters   18,19 

Tyler,  duties  of   19 

Grand  Charity  Fund   20 

to  be  under  direction  of  a  Board  of  Trustees  ....  20 

how  to  be  increased      ....         ....  20 

interest  arising  from,  how  appropriated   20 

Grand  Lodge,  style  and  title  of   5 

Communications  of   8 

officers  and  members  of   7 

powers  of   8, 9 

supremacy  of   8 

meeting  of,  how  notified   8 

special  meetings  of,  how  called   8 

to  make  laws  and  regulations  for  the  Craft     ....  8 

to  establish  and  preserve  uniformity  of  work  .      .      .  8, 9 

to  grant  Dispensations  and  Charters,  and  to  revoke  them,      .  9 

to  decide  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  Lodges  or  the  Craft     .  9 

powers  of,  relative  to  expulsions   9 

in  case  of  death  of  Grand  Officers,  to  fill  vacancies        .  10 

may  reverse  decision  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  ....  27 

no  brother  admitted  into,  without  his  proper  clothing     .  81 
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may  punish  for  the  breach  of  a  law  where  no  penalty  is  annexed  46 

member*  only  to  be  present  at  opening   47 

visitors  admitted  by  Grand  Master   47 

members  to  keep  their  seats   47 

resolutions  must  be  in  writing   47 

number  of  votes  to  which  members  are  entitled  10,  11,  87,  47 

members  to  vote,  unless  excused  47,  48 

members  not  to  speak  more  than  twice  to  same  question  48 

speaker  to  rise  and  not  be  interrupted   48 

what  motions  are  in  order  during  debate   48 

a  motion  to  amend,  effect  of   48 

division  of  the  question   48 

a  motion  changing  the  subject  under  discussion,  not  in  order  .  48 

motion  for  reconsideration   48 

when  a  motion  may  be  withdrawn  by  mover  ....  48 

no  debate  after  the  question  is  put   48 

motions  and  reports  may  be  committed   49 

private  discourse  prohibited,  during  debate     ....  49 

petitions,  &c.,  to  be  expressed  in  respectful  language            .  49 

no  member  or  visitor  to  leave  without  permission   ...  49 

penalty  for  transgressing  rules  of  order   49 

Grand  Master,  his  rank  and  title   7 

must  be  a  Past  Master   9 

when  and  how  elected   10 

two-thirds  of  the  votes  necessary  for  a  choice  ....  10 

not  eligible  for  more  than  three  years  successively,  except     .  10 

how  he  shall  be  installed   11 

shall  install  his  Deputy  and  the  elective  officers  11 

his  powers  and  prerogatives   12, 18 

may  convene  any  subordinate  Lodge  and  preside  therein  12 

may  require  conformity  to  regulations  of  Grand  Lodge  .  12 

may  suspend  a  brother  or  a  Lodge   18 

may  grant  Dispensations  for  processions  and  for  degrees  18 
may  do  all  acts  and  things  warranted  by  ancient  usages  of  the 

Craft   18 

may  permit  his  Deputy  to  call  meetings  of  the  Grand  Officers  .  18 
his  inability  from  sickness  or  other  cause  to  attend  Grand 

Lodge   11 

in  case  of  death  or  resignation  of   18 

all  officers  not  elective  to  be  appointed  by  him  10 

may  grant  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges        ....  21 

his  consent  to  hold  any  Lodge  of  Instruction  ....  81 

may  suspend  or  dissolve  it   81,  82 

to  appoint  Committee   27 

Grand  Officers,  rank  and  title  of   7 

9 
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Grand  Officers  (continued). 

qualifications  of   9 

who  of  them  to  be  Past  Masters   9 

who  not  to  be  Master  or  Warden  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  9 
must  be  permanent  members  of  Grand  Lodge,  or  members  of 

a  subordinate  Lodge   9 

elected,  how  and  when  to  be  chosen             .            .      .  10 

in  case  of  death  or  resignation,  vacancies  filled  10 

who  to  be  appointed   10 

installation  of   11 

when  and  by  whom  installed   11 

declaration  to  be  made   12 

who  of  them  not  to  be  Master  or  Warden  of  a  subordinate 

Lodge   9 

when  installed,  to  be  proclaimed  by  Grand  Marshal  12 

to  perform  no  official  duty,  until  installed       ....  12 

to  retain  their  stations  until  successors  are  installed  12 
when  some  of  them  are  absent,  right  of  succession  .      .      .13, 14 

Grand  Secretaries,  see  Recording  Grand  Secretary  and  Corresponding 
Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Treasurer,  duties  of   14 

to  give  bonds  for  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust  ...  14 
to  receive  all  moneys  due  Grand  Lodge  from  District  Deputy 

Grand  Masters   14 

to  receive  the  fees  for  Dispensations  and  Charters   ...  22 

to  invest  unappropriated  funds   14 

to  receive  all  moneys  paid  to  the  Grand  Lodge       ...  14 

to  pay  bills  passed  by  Board  of  Directors  ....  14 
shall  have  in  charge  all  regalia  not  intrusted  to  Senior  Grand 

Steward   14 

must  be  a  Past  Master   9 

to  transfer  funds  to  his  successors  in  office  .  .  .  .  14, 16 
Grand  Wardens,  see  Senior  Grand  Warden  and  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Installation  of  Grand  Officers   11 

to  take  place  on  the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  .      .  11 

to  be  performed  by  proxy  in  certain  cases      .      .      .      .  11, 12 
See  Grand  Officers. 
Interments,  see  Funerals. 

Itinerant  Masons   44 

Jewels  of  Grand  Officers   28,29 

of  officers  of  subordinate  Lodges   80 

must  be  worn  in  Grand  Lodge  by  all  officers   ....  SI 

if  not  worn,  officers  not  allowed  to  vote,  except      ...  31 

Junior  Grand  Warden,  rank  and  title   7 

when  and  how  elected   10 

two-thirds  of  the  votes  necessary  for  a  choice  ....  10 

not  eligible  for  more  than  three  years  successively  ...  10 
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Junior  Grand  Warden  (continued). 

but  may  be  advanced  to  tbe  rank  of  Senior  Grand  Warden  10 

most  be  a  Past  Master   9 

to  assist  the  Grand  Master  in  Grand  Lodge     ....  18 

to  attend  the  Grand  Master  whenever  required      ...  13 

his  duty  when  Grand  Master  presides  in  subordinate  Lodge   .  18 

when  to  preside  in  Grand  Lodge   14 

Lectures  not  sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  prohibited       .  44 

Library  Committee   19 

Lodges  of  Instruction,  how  formed   81 

permission  of  the  Grand  Master   81 

who  may  become  members  of  81, 82 

who  responsible  for  the  proceedings  therein     ....  81 

names  of  brethren  who  attend,  to  be  kept  ....  81 
how  they  may  be  suspended  or  dissolved       .                  .   81,  32 

Lodges,  see  Subordinate  Lodges. 

Master  of  a  Lodge,  when  entitled  to  Past  Master's  Diploma  43 

not  to  be  tried  by  his  Lodge   26 

may  be  impeached  by  five  members   26 

or  by  District  Deputy  Grand  Master       .....  26 

may  be  suspended  by  Grand  Master   26 

may  be  summoned  before  Grand  Lodge   26 

ought  to  have  been  a  Warden  before  chosen  Master       .  46 

to  have  special  charge  of  the  Charter   43 

right  to  vote  in  Grand  Lodge   7 

Meetings  of  Grand  Lodge,  when  to  be  held   8 

Membership,  not  forfeited  by  removal   46 

Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge    .........  7 

when  they  may  give  more  than  one  vote  in  elections     .      .   10, 11 

allowed  to  hold  one  office  only  at  the  same  time     ...  44 

when  allowed  three  votes   87 

Members  of  Lodges,  must  be  Master  Masons   48 

must  vote  on  the  question  of  admitting  a  candidate              .  89 

may  be  excused  from  voting  by  the  Lodge      ....  89 

may  object  to  conferring  the  degrees   41 

discharged  for  non-payment  of  dues   48 

not  to  join  more  than  one  Lodge   45 

of  suspended  Lodges  not  to  visit  or  join  another  Lodge  .  24 

Office,  one  only  to  be  held  at  the  same  time   46 

Officers  of  Grand  Lodge   7 

New  Lodges  to  be  constituted  by  Grand  Master       ....  28 

or  by  some  brother  commissioned  by  him       ....  28 

Non-payment  of  dues,  penalty  for   26 

Notifications  for  Lodge  meetings  in  writing  (see  note)  .  .      .   89, 42 

Past  Masters,  when  to  preside  in  Grand  Lodge   14 

Permanent  members  of  Grand  Lodge   7 
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Permanent  members  of  Grand  Lodge,  consisting  of  Fast  Grand  Mast- 


ers, Past  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  and  Past  Grand  Wardens  .  7 
eligible  to  office  in  Grand  Lodge,  though  not  members  of  any 

Lodge   9 

entitled  to  one  vote  only,  unless  they  are  Masters  or  Wardens 

of  Lodges   10 

resuming  office  in  Grand  Lodge,  entitled  to  one  vote  only      .  11 

Permanent  regulations  of  Grand  Lodge   46 

not  be  repealed  or  amended  at  the  meeting  when  proposed     .  46 

nor  until  they  have  been  considered  by  a  committee      .      .  46 

must  be  adopted  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds   46 

Petition  lor  Dispensation  for  new  Lodge,  form  of      ...      .  22 

to  be  signed  by  seven  Master  Masons  at  least  ....  21 

how  countersigned   21 

how  approbated  21, 22 

for  removal  of  a  Lodge   84 

how  sanctioned  and  approved   84 

Political  discussions  forbidden  in  Lodges   43 

Powers  of  Grand  Lodge   8, 9 

Processions,  public,  forbidden   44 

but  may  be  permitted  by  Grand  Master   44 

or  by  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master         ....  44 

Proxies  of  Lodges   36 

to  be  Master  Masons   86 

to  be  members  of  the  Lodge   36 

right  to  vote  when  Master  and  Wardens  are  absent ...  86 

letter  of  appointment,  form  of   87 

commission  of,  to  be  renewed  annually  86,  87 

not  to  represent  more  than  one  Lodge   37 

for  Grand  Officers,  at  installations  11, 12 

Qualifications  of  Grand  Officers   9 

Rank  of  Grand  Officers   7 

Reconsideration   45 

Recording  Grand  Secretary,  duties  of   16 

must  be  a  Past  Master   9 

to  give  notice  of  meetings  of  Grand  Lodge     ....  15 

to  receive  petitions,  applications,  and  appeals  ....  15 

to  affix  the  Grand  Seal  to  Charters  and  Commissions     .      .  16 

to  keep  a  list  of  the  Lodges   16 

to  attend  Committees  when  required   15 

to  distribute  the  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge     ....  15 

to  make  a  transcript  of  the  records  annually  ....  16 
Regalia  of  Grand  Officers  and  Officers  of  Lodges           .      .      .   29, 80 

Restoration  of  a  brother  to  Masonry,  effect  of   27 

does  not  restore  him  to  membership  in  a  Lodge      ...  27 

Restoration  of  Charters   24 

Revocation  of  Charters   28 
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or  government  of  Grand  Lodge   47 

a  the  Evangelist,  anniversary  of   8 

f  whom  kept  and  used   6 

Grand  Warden,  rank  and  title   7 

rhen  and  how  elected   10 

wu  third-  of  r he  votes  necessary  for  a  choice  .      ...  10 

iot  eligible  tbr  more  than  three  years  successively  ...  10 

nust  be  a  fait  Master   9 

i hr      i Master  in  Grand  Lodge     ....  18 

o  attend  the  Grand  Master  whenever  required  .  .  18 
us  duty  when  the  Grand  Master  presides  in  a  subordinate 

Lodge   13 

v hen  to  preside  in  the  Grand  Lodge   14 

meetings,  restricted  as  to  business  done  at  a  stated  one        .  44 

in  ate  Lodges,  power  and  duties  of   33 

rhen  charter  of  to  be  returned   35 

d lowed  three  votes  in  Grand  Lodge   37 

lot  to  hold  more  than  one  Communication  on  same  day  .  41 
lot  to  comer  either  degree  upon  more  than  five  candidates  at 

one  Communication   41 

when  hut  one  candidate  to  be  present   42 

when  visited  by  District  Deputy  Grand  Master      ...  33 

o  make  annual  returns  of  members  and  initiates   ...  34 

ratal  ty  for  neglect  to  make  returns   84 

n>n  he  removed  train  one  place  to  another     ....  84 

neetinga  of,  to  he  held  in  places  fixed  by  their  Charter   .      .  34 

iglic  to  instruct  their  representatives  in  Grand  Lodge     .       .  34 

elective  officers  of.  not  to  act  until  installed     ....  12 

"ights  of  a  minority  of,  when  a  majority  withdraw  ...  36 

Master*  and  Wardens  of,  to  produce  books,  Ac.,  in  certain  cases  85 

to  observe  uniformity  of  Work   86 

o  pay  tec-  to  thi^  Grand  Lodge   36 

:o  be  represented  in  Grand  Lodge   30 

nay  appoint  a  proxy  to  represent  them   86 

ibrm  of  proxy    37 

commission  to  prosy  to  be  issued  annually      ....  87 

ami  of  petition  fur  initiation   88 

lot  to  initiate  a  candidate  rejected  elsewhere   ....  89 

lot  to  initiate  a  candidate  without  a  unanimous  vote      .      .  39 

candidates  to  L>c  proposed  one  month  before  initiation  .  88 
not  to  initiate  a  candidate  from  another  town  where  a  Lodge  is 

held   40 

is  to  physical  deformity   40 

\o  receive  fees  from  candidates   41 

inrbidduTi  u -i  tnke  notes  of  hand  for  fees   41 

tot  to  initiate  candidates  in  the  absence  of  Master  and  War- 
dens  41 
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Subordinate  Lodges  (continued). 

what  business  to  be  transacted  in  a  Masters'  Lodge  48 

to  admit  as  members,  Master  Masons  only      ....  48 

may  take  cognizance  of  the  conduct  of  a  sojourning  brother  48, 44 

not  to  permit  the  delivery  of  unauthorized  lectures  ...  44 

not  to  form  public  processions  without  permission    ...  44 

not  to  recommend  itinerant  Masons   44 

ought  to  meet  once  a  month,  except  during  summer  44 

not  to  deprive  a  brother  of  membership  who  has  removed  45 

their  power  to  exclude  visitors,  in  certain  cases      ...  45 

not  to  suspend  the  operation  of  their  own  By-Laws  ...  45 

not  to  assemble  under  a  foreign  Charter  .....  45 

not  to  interfere  with  the  concerns  of  other  Lodges  ...  45 

political  discussions  forbidden  in   44 

liable  to  admonition,  suspension,  or  expulsion  ....  45 

restricted  relative  to  the  power  of  reconsidering  votes    .      .  45 

dress  and  Jewels  for  officers  of   80 

no  brother  admitted  into,  without  his  appropriate  clothing  31 

shall  have  no  power  to  try  their  Master   26 

but  five  members  of,  may  impeach  him   28 

shall  not  expel  from  the  rights  of  Masonry  for  non-payment  of 

dues   26 

but  may  suspend  from  membership   26 

new,  to  be  constituted  by  Grand  Master   23 

Charter  of,  in  whose  custody  to  be  kept  .....  44 

when  and  by  whom  it  may  be  called  for       ...  45 

Succession  of  Grand  Officers   18, 14 

Surrender  of  Charters   23 

of  property  required   28, 21 

Suspension  of  Lodges   13 

of  members   25 

rules  to  be  observed  in  cases  of   25, 26 

See  Expulsions. 

Standing  Votes,  Resolutions,  and  Orders  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  now 

in  force   63 

Sinking  Fund   55 

Stations  of  the  Grand  Officers  in  the  Grand  Lodge          ,  57 

Treasurer  to  render  account  annually  to  Board  of  Directors  14 

Uniformity  of  work  to  be  observed   44 

Violation  of  regulations   45 

Vhitors,  exhibiting  certificates,  may  call  for  Charter        ...  45 

not  to  visit  more  than  twice,  in  certain  cases  ....  45 

Votes,  when  and  how  to  be  reconsidered   45 

Wardens  of  Lodges,  voters  in  Grand  Lodge   1 

Warrant  or  Charter  may  be  suspended  or  cancelled  .  9, 18,  94 

Work  and  Lectures   9, 85 
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GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 
March  10,  A.L. 


UAETERLY  COMMUNICATION    of    the  M.W.  GRAND 

Lodge  of  Massachusetts  was  held  at  Masonic 
es  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  March  10,  A.L.  5869. 

PRESENT* 

i'ilmam  Sew  all  Gardner  .   .   .  Grand  Master. 

bajilsb  W.  Moore,  as   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

bamah  F.  Cusrbt   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

ort  H.  Pope  ,   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

ms  McClelun     ......  Grand  Treasurer. 

>lon  Tiro  as  roN    Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

ttdrew  G,  Smith   D.D.G.Master,  District  No.  1. 

racy  P  Che  eve  it   „        „     District  No.  2. 

eh  j  am  in  Pope   „        „     District  No.  8. 

,  Lyman  Winshi p   „        „     District  No.  4. 

ioroe  H+  Peirson   „        „     District  No.  5. 

emdel  A.  Bishop   „        „     District  No.  6. 

snry  P.  Perkins    ......  „        „     District  No.  7. 

M-iLL w  J,  Clare   „        „     District  No.  8. 

anjrl  Upton   „        „     District  No. 

Avti>  W,  Crafts   „        „     District  No.  10. 

Soros  E.  Stact   „        „     District  No.  12. 

.  Masos  Everett   „         „      District  No.  13. 

>iiN  A.  Lss   „        „     District  No.  14. 

>3efh  K.  Baker,  Jr   „         „      District  No.  16. 

*  L.  Bic knell   ,,        „     District  No.  16. 
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W.  Bey.  Charles  H.  Titus   Grand  Chaplain. 

W.  William  T.  Gramme*   Grand  Marshal. 

W.  John  A.  Goodwin   Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  James  B.  P,ckEtt,  ,   Gnmd  Steward.. 

W.  John  Haioh,  ) 

W.  Lotell  Bicknell   Grand  Standard-Bearer. 

W.  Charles  Kimball   Grand  Pursuivant 

W.  Cephas  Bb.gham,      )..'...  Grand  Lecturer.. 
W.  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  J 

Br.  Ebbn  F.  Gat,  Boston   Grand  Tyler. 


PERMANENT  MEMBERS. 

B.W.  Winslow  Lewis,  M.D   Past  Grand  Master. 

B.W.  Charles  C.  Dame   „      „  „ 

B.W.  Abraham  A.  Dame   Past  Deputy  Grand  Matter. 

B.W.  G.  W.  Warren   „      „         „  „ 

B.W.  Lorenzo  H.  Gamwell   Past  Grand  Warden. 

B.W.  Henrt  Chickerino   „      „  „ 

B.W.  William  Sutton   „      „  .  „ 

B.W.  William  F.  Salmon   „      „  „ 

B.W.  Peter  C.  Jones   „      „  „ 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  two 
o'clock,  p.m.,  with  prayer  by  the  Junior  Grand  Chaplain, 
W.  Br.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Titus. 

The  printed  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  past 
year  having  been  distributed  among  the  members,  on  motion 
of  Past  Grand  Master  Winslow  Lewis,  it  was  Voted,  That 
the  reading  of  the  Records  be  dispensed  with. 

The  roll  of  Lodges  was  called,  and  the  following  found  to 
be  represented:  — 

Adelfhi.  Essex.  Kino  David. 

Adams.  Germania.  Eonohassett. 

Acacia.  Gate  of  the  Temple.  Lafayette. 

Bethesda.  Grecian.  Massachusetts. 

Berkshire.  Hammatt.  Mount  Lebakox. 

Columbian.  Hampden.  Mount  Hbrmox. 

Charles  C.  Dame.       Ionic  (Taunton).  Middlesex. 
Dalhousie.  Joseph  Warren.         Mount  Olivet. 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


11 


roK. 

Meeeimac. 

Mount  Horeb 

t  Mom  AH. 

MONTACUTE. 

(Woburn). 

t  Hops. 

Martha's  Vineyard. 

Mount  Horeb  (West 

North  Star. 

Harwich). 

>LK  UNION. 

Old  Colony. 

Putnam. 

Pilgrim.  • 

Phi  lanthropio. 

ell  Lee. 

Rising  Star. 

Rural. 

iv  Lash. 

Star  of  Bethlehem. 

St.  Paul. 

i  King. 

St.  Mark's. 

St.  Matthew. 

«hew. 

St.  James. 

Star  in  the  East. 

l  Harmon  r. 

St.  Bernard's. 

Tyrian. 

9b 

Thomas. 

United  Brethren. 

a)\v  Lewis. 

Washington. 

William  Parkman. 

William  North. 

Zetland. 

Ancient  Landmark. 

e  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  delivered  the  follow- 


AD  DRESS. 

ethben  of  the  Grand  Lodob,  —  It  is  somewhat  unusual 
e  Grand  Master  to  make  formal  communications  to  the 
i  Lodge  at  the  Quarterly  Meetings  thereof ;  but  there  are 
matters  which  I  deem  of  so  much  consequence  that  I 
considered  it  proper  to  lay  them  before  you,  and  to  recom- 
such  action  in  relation  thereto  as  their  importance  demands, 
thout  making  any  preliminary  remarks,  I  will  proceed 
ly  to  the  subjects  to  which  I  desire  to  call  your  attention. 

I.    The  Records  op  the  Grand  Lodge, 

ding  from  1730  to  the  present  time,  contain  the  History  of 
itablishment  of  Masonry  upon  this  Continent,  and  are  of 
liable  value.  Of  late  years,  it  has  been  customary  tojjub- 
i 41  Abstract "  of  the  Annual  Proceedings,  but  these  printed 
ies  omit  many  things  contained  in  the  Records,  especially 
thing  relating  to  Finances.  The  Constitutions  require  the 
ding  Grand  Secretary  to  "  make  a  transcript  of  the  Records 
11  y,  immediately  after  the  September  Communication  of 
and  Lodge/'  The  object  of  this  provision  was,  undoubtedly, 
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that  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Decem- 
ber following,  might  know  by  inspection  that  this  work  had 
been  properly  and  carefully  done.  This  transcript  is  required 
to  guard  against  the  destruction  of  the  original  Record. 
It  was  intended  that  two  copies  of  the  Record  should  be  pre- 
served in  different  places,  so  that  the  Grand  Lodge  might 
receive  no  detriment  should  one  copy  be  consumed. 

Until  within  the  past  ten  years,  it  has  been  customary  to  have 
an  annual  examination  of  these  Records,  and  a  report  thereof 
made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  Annual  Meeting.  This  duty 
devolved  upon  the  Finance  Committee,  which,  until  the  year  1818, 
was  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master.  In  the  year  1817,  a  Char- 
ter was  received  from  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and, 
soon  after,  this  Committee  of  Finance  was  recognized  by  the 
Constitutions,  and  made  elective.  In  the  Constitutions  of  1820, 
its  duties  are  defined,  and  among  them  is  the  following :  "  to  ex- 
amine the  records  of  the  Grand  Secretaries,  and  have  them 
transcribed  into  the  transcript  books." 

From  that  year  until  1859,  when  the  present  Charter  was  ob- 
tained, this  Committee  reported  annually  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
state  and  condition  of  these  Records,  and  usually  in  this  language, 
"  that  they  have  examined  the  Records  of  the  Recording  Grand 
Secretary  for  the  past  year,  and  find  them  correctly  kept  and 
accurately  transcribed." 

In  1860,  the  Constitutions  were  again  amended  to  meet  the 
supposed  requirements  of  the  new  corporation,  the  Auditing 
Committee  was  provided  for,  and  this  duty  of  examining  the 
Records,  which  had  been  recognized  for  more  than  a  century  in 
thi%  Grand  Lodge,  was  entirely  obliterated.  Since  then,  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  the  Records  have  not  been  examined  by  any 
Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  For  these  years  the  Records 
have  been  confided  to  faithful  hands,  and  undoubtedly  they  have 
been  correctly  kept.  But  who  of  the  Grand  Lodge  can  Touch 
for  this  ? 

In  view  of  the  great  value  of  these  Records,  I  would  recom- 
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mend  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  them,  and 
report, — 

1.  The  condition  in  which  the  originals  are  kept ; 

2.  The  condition  of  the  transcripts ; . 

3.  Where  the  originals  and  transcripts  are  kept,  together  with 
the  number  of  volumes  of  each. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  same  Committee  report  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitutions,  requiring  this  duty  to  be  annually 
performed. 

II.   The  Grand  Charity  Fuxd 

Is  recognized  as  being  duly  established  by  this  Grand  Lodge  in 
Part  Second  of  the  Constitutions,  andVis  as  follows  :  — 

44  Sect.  1.  —  The  Charity  Fund  established  by  this  Grand  Lodge 
shall  be  styled '  the  Charity  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts,9 and  shall  consist  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars. 

44  Sect.  2.  —The  Charity  Fund  shall  be  held  in  the  name  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  a  Board  of  „ 
Trustees ;  and  said  Board  shall  be  styled  4  the  Trustees  of  the 
Charity  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts/ 

44  Sect.  3.  —  The  interest  arising  annually  from  this  Fund  shall 
be  appropriated,  as  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  direct,  for  the  relief 
of  such  poor  and  distressed  brethren,  their  widows  and  orphans, 
as  may  be  deemed  worthy  of  assistance ;  but  all  interest  unap- 
propriated at  the  end  of  each  year  shall  be  paid  over  by  the  Trus- 
tees to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Provided,  neverthe- 
less, That,  if  this  Fund  shall  at  any  time  be  reduced  below  {he 
sum  prescribed  in  Sect.  1,  all  such  unappropriated  interest  shall 
be  added  yearly  to  the  principal,  until  it  shall  again  amount  to 
Fifty  Thousand  Dollars." 

...  I  am  unable  to  state  in  what  condition  this  fund  is, 
or  to  make  you  any  report  in  relation  to  it.  No  report  has  been 
made  to  this  Grand  Lodge  for  many  years  concerning  it.  I  can- 
not inform  you  of  whom  the  Board  of  Trustees  consist,  if  such 
a  Board  is  in  existence.    The  Article  of  the  Constitutions  is 
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plain,  explicit,  and  direct ;  and  I  recommend  that  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  state  and  disposition  of  this  Fund, 
and  of  the  interest  accruing  from  it,  and  report  thereon,  with  the 
number  and  names  of  the  Trustees,  and  of  the  vacancies,  if  any* 
in  the  Board. 

UL  The  Sinking  Fund, 
For  the  payment  of  the  debt  incurred  in  building  this  Temple, 
was  established  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  provision,  that  the 
moneys  constituting  this  Fund  shall  be  separately  invested  by  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
and  pledged  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  upon  the  Temple ;  and 
Also,  that  the  Grand  Treasurer,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  shall  make  a  full  and  exact  report  of  this  Fnid, 
of  the  amount  received  from  each  Lodge,  the  amount  invested, 
and  how  invested,  and  of  all  matters  relating  thereto. 

At  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  no  report 
was  made  by  the  Grand  Treasurer  in  reference  to  this  Fund,  as 
is  required  by  the  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge  above  referred  to. 
The  Auditing  Committee,  at  that  meeting,  reported  that,  daring 
the  past  year,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  all  taxes,  insurance,  and  interest  on  the 
whole  4ebt,  our  liabilities  have  been  reduced  by  the  sum  of  $28,000, 
and  in  addition  $23,000  of  floating  debt  have  been  funded  in  the 
bonds  having  eight  years  to  run.  This  Committee  also  verbally 
reported  that  the  Grand  Treasurer  was  then  unable  to  make  a 
proper  and  full  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Sinking  Fond. 

Since  then  no  Report  has  been  made,  except  such  as  I  herein 
after  make  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Treasurer.  I  recommend  that 
a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition  and  invert* 
ment  of  this  Fund,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

IV.   The  Masonic  Temple 
Has  been  completed  and  ,  occupied  for  more  than  twenty  months. 
The  amount  of  its  cost,  in  the  aggregate,  has  been  stated  to  yoa 
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from  this  place ;  but  no  report  has  been  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  details  of  this  vast  expendi- 
ture of  the  money  of  the  Masons  of  Massachusetts.  Every 
affiliated  Mason  in  this  jurisdiction  has  been,  and  still  is,  paying 
money  towards  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  created  in  this 
erection.  They  have  the  right  to  an  open,  plain,  business-like, 
statement  of  all  the  expenditures  incurred.  In  addition  to  this, 
a  complete,  detailed,  financial  history  of  this  building  should  bef 
put  upon  the  Records  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  the  benefit  of 
future  generations.  The  corporation  is  ephemeral.  Let  us  hope 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  not  so.  In  1817,  this  Grand  Lodge 
received  from  the  State  government  a  Charter  similar  to  what  it 
now  has,  but,  in  less  than  fifteen  years,  it  was  surrendered,  and 
the  corporation  ceased  to  exist.  The  Grand  Lodge,  with  its 
Records,  survives ;  but  where  now  are  the  Records  of  that  cor- 
poration ?  A  new  Charter  was  granted  in  1859,  and  this  corpora- 
tion may  have  as  short  a  life  as  the  first. 

More  than  all,  the  Grand  Lodge  should  have  upon  its  Records 
an  inventory  of  all  the  personal  property  which  embellish  these 
halls. 

I  recommend  that  a  Committee,  composed  of  brethren  of 
financial  experience,  be  appointed  to  examine  into,  and  report  in 
detail  upon,  the  contracts  and  expenses  of  this  building ;  that 
they  report  an  inventory  of  the  personal  property,  and  cost  there- 
of, belonging  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  contained  in  the  Temple; 
and  that  they  have  full  access  to  all  the  books,  papers,  and  docu- 
ments of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  of  the  Grand  Treasurer, 
for  the  better  performance  of  this  duty. 

V.  Charters. 

At  present  there  exist  no  copies,  in  the  archives  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  of  the  Charters  granted  to  subordinate  Lodges. 

In  form,  these  Charters  are  substantially  alike,  and  copies  can 
bow  be  readily  obtained  from  those  Lodges  in  existence. 

I  recommend  that  some  means  be  devised  to  procure  and  pre- 
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serve  in  the  Grand  Secretary's  office  a  copy  of  en 
granted  fey  the  Grand  Lodge  to  its  subordinates,  and 
after  copies  be  retained  of  all  Charters  granted.  I  rei 
ter  to  your  consideration. 

VI.'  The  Board  of  Directors, 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  Grand 
December  last,  met,  and,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  4 
uary,  1869,  passed  the  following  vote :  "  That  the  » 
dollars  be  accepted,  until  otherwise  ordered,  for  theft 
Fee  of  the  Grand  Lodge."  The  pressing  necessities  of  1 
Committee  of  the  Board  demanded  the  passage  of  th 
it  is  now  reported  to  you,  and  its  confirmation  by 
Lodge  requested. 

The  floating  debt  amounts  now  to  $60,000,  and  1 
ally  reduced  the  last  year.   The  whole  amount  of  moi 
from  the  brethren  for  the  Sinking  Fund  amounts  to 
and  is  apportioned  among  the  several  Districts  as  fbll< 


No.  of  Lodgw. 

Ami  psU  in  ISIS. 

District  No.  1,  Boston    .  . 

.    .    16    .  . 

.    |1,781.00  . 

»t 

2,  Cbarlestown 

.    .    10    .  . 

.     1,278.00  . 

99 

8,  Boxbury .  . 

.    .    11    .  . 

1,797.00  . 

tr 

4,  Cambridge  . 

.  .   10  .  . 

.     1,061.00  . 

tt 

6,  Salem     .  . 

.   .   10.  .  . 

.     1,167.00  . 

it 

6,  Newburyport 

.   .   10  .  . 

.     1,878.75  . 

tt 

7,  Lowell    .  . 

.   .  10  .  . 

.     1,680.76  . 

tt 

8,  Greenfield  . 

.   .     9   .  . 

816.76  . 

it 

9,  Pittsfleld.  . 

.   .    8  .  . 

617.26  . 

tt 

10,  Springfield  . 

.   .   10  .  . 

1,161.25  . 

tt 

11,  Worcester  . 

.   .   10  .  . 

1,498.60  . 

91 

12,  Milford   .  . 

.   .  11   .  . 

885.26  . 

it 

18,  Taunton  .  . 

.   .   11   .  . 

1,194.00  . 

tt 

14,  New  Bedford 

.   .   10  .  . 

1,162.00  . 

it 

15,  Barnstable  . 

.   .     9  .  . 

818.00  . 

ti 

16,  Plymouth  . 

.   .   10  .  . 

.     1,959.26  . 

104  .  . 

.  $20,170.60  . 

Collected  by  Grand  Treasurer  in  small  sums  .  16,096.76 

Total  amount  collected  in  1868  ......  $85,269.26 

Add  amount  collected  in  1867    25,009.00 


Total  amount  received  to  January  1,  1869  .   .  $60,278.25 
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If  this  Commutation  Tax  of  Eight  Dollars  is  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  strenuous  exertions  will  be 
made  by  all  the  brethren  to  pay  up  this  amount,  and  thus  relieve 
the  embarrassments  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  District 
Deputy  Grand  Masters  are  especially  urged  to  present  this  mat- 
ter to  the  Lodges  of  their  respective  Districts,  and  urge  upon 
them  renewed  endeavors  to  pay  the  tax  in  the  manner  proposed. 
The  Board  of  Directors  have  appointed  Brothers  Sereno  D. 
Nickerson,  Percival  L.  Everett,  and  Warren  Fisher,  Jr.,  a  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  to  these  brethren,  as  well  as  to  one  other 
whose  name  needs  not  to  be  mentioned  in  Sutton  Hall,  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  indebted  this  day  for  the  preservation  of  its  credit. 
These  brethren  have  labored  in  season  and  out  of  season,  with 
their  private  funds  as  frequently  as  with  those  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  meet  the  oft  accruing  liabilities.  To  aid  them  in  this 
labor  of  love,  they  ask  the  co-operation  of  the  brethren  in  the 
payment  of  the  tax. 

It  will  be  seen  that  about  one-third  of  this  tax  has  been  paid 
by  the  brethren.  If  the  remaining  two-thirds  could  be  collected 
this  year,  it  would  place  the  Grand  Lodge  in  a  condition  of  com- 
parative ease. 

Will  the  brethren,  now  that  they  are  acquainted  with  all  the 
pressing  necessities  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  join  heart  and 
hand  in  supporting  those  whom  they  have  chosen  to  act  for 
them,  and  help  sustain  the  burden  ? 

On  the  14th  of  December,  1859,  the  Committee  on  Finance  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  made  the  following  report,  which  I  desire  to 
read  to  you  in  eztenao :  —  * 

"The  Committee  have  attended  to  the  duty  of  examining 
the  books  of  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary,  and  find  the  Records 
have  been  correctly  kept  and  faithfully  transcribed. 

"  The  Committee  have  also  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Grand 
Treasurer  for  the  past  year ;  and,  as  to  all  items  thereof,  except 
those  relative  to  the  Winthrop  House  estate,  he  has  exhibited 
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the  proper  vouchers ;  —  as  to  those  excepted  items,  your  Commit- 
tee must  refer  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
under  whose  authority  these  items  have  been  received  and  paid ; 
all  the  accounts  are  correctly  cast,  and  the  balance  on  hand 
December,  10,  1859,  the  date  of  the  examination,  was,  in  cash, 
$2,048.15.  Annexed  is  a  statement  of  the  Grand  Treasurer's 
account  to  date.  The  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  have  heretofore 
only  shown  the  amount  of  cash  received  and  paid  by  him  dar- 
ing the  year. 

"Your  Committee  think  that,  considering  the  large  amount 
and  great  variety  of  the  estate  and  property  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  a  more  complete  system  of  book-keeping  ought  to  be 
adopted,  — ■  one  that  would  of  itself  show  a  full  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  property  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  —  and  for  that  pur- 
pose would  recommend  that  an  inventory  and  valuation  of  all  the 
property  of  the  Grand  Lodge  be  made  by  a  Committee  to 
be  appointed,  and  that  the  Grand  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
enter  the  same  in  his  books,  and  after  classifying  the  same 
in  some  suitable  manner,  to  open  and  keep  impersonal  accounts 
as  to  each  class  in  such  manner  as  to  show  the  state  and  condi- 
tion in  full  of  each  class,  with  the  cost  thereof;  and  that  expenses 
be  classified  in  like  manner  in  his  accounts. 

Signed, 

S.  P.  Oliver. 
W.  H.  L.  Sunn. 
Solon  Thorstoh.w 

The  carrying  out  of  these  recommendations  was  referred  to 
the  same  Committee.  The  next  year  (1860),  the  Committee 
on  Finance  made  its  last  Report,  but  no  allusion  is  made  to  the 
subject  matter  of  the  above  Report,  which  was  referred  to  them. 

An  Auditing  Committee,  such  as  now  exists,  took  the  place  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Each  of  the  above-named  brethren  subsequently  became  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Directors ;  but  I  find  no  movement  made  by 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  19 


them,  either  in  the  Board  or  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  carry  out 
the  -wise  suggestions  of  that  Report. 

Since  then  (1859)  y  no  inventory  of  the  property  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  has  been  taken,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  ;  and  to-day  no 
such  inventory  exists.  Since  the  organization  of  the  present 
Board  of  Directors,  a  Committee  has  been  appointed  to  make  an 
inventory  and  valuation  of  the  property  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
When  completed,  if  satisfactory  to  you,  it  will  be  entered  upon 
the  Records. 

From  the  date  of  that  Report  to  the  present  time,  no  system 
of  book-keeping  has  been  adopted  save  that  mentioned  by  the 
Committee. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  books  show  simply  the  amount  of 
money  received,  and  from  whom;  and  the  amount  of  money 
paid,  and  to  whom.  It  hardly  seems  credible  that  half  a  million 
of  dollars  could  be  expended,  and  the  accounts  kept  in  that  man- 
ner, with  any  proper  knowledge  of  the  transactions. 

For  the  purpose  of  establishing  some  system  of  book-keeping, 
the  Board  of  Directors,  on  the  second  of  February  last,  passed 
the  following  vote :  — 

"  That  the  various  items  of  expenditure  of  the  Grand  Lodge  be 
charged  to  the  following  accounts :  — 
"  Grand  Master's  account, 
"  Grand  Secretary's  account, 
"  Grand  Treasurer's  account, 
"  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters'  account,* 
"  Interest, 
"  Temple  expense, 
"  Charity, 

"  Incidental  expenses." 

It  should,  in  justice  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  be  stated,  that 
he  is  in  nowise  responsible  for  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts 
and  books  have  been  kept.  He  is  not  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and  knows  nothing  of  its  doings,  except  as  he  is 
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informed.  He  cannot  charge  his  payments  to  any  appropriation 
or  impersonal  account,  -without  special  directions ;  nor  can  he 
credit  his  receipts  to  such  accounts  without  instruction  from  the 
Board. 

Whether  the  system  which  has  just  been  inaugurated  is  a  wise 
one,  time  only  can  determine.  Whether  it  meets  with  your 
approbation,  is  for  you  to  decide. 

While  alluding  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  I  desire  to  call  your 
attention  to  what  may  justly  be  considered  a  growing  evil,  vis., 
the  concentration  of  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
Board  of  Directors.  The  Board  of  Directors  dedicated  this 
Temple.  In  March,  1867,  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  announced 
from  this  station,  "  that  the  dedication  of  the  New  Masonic  Tem- 
ple would  take  place  on  the  24th  of  June  next."  The  Grand 
Lodge  passed  no  vote  in  relation  to  it ;  raised  no  Committee ;  took 
no  action  whatever.  This  was  all  done  by  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors. They  voted  when  the  Temple  should  be  dedicated,  — who 
should  be  invited  to  witness  it,  —  what  should  be  done,  —  and  who 
should  do  it.  All  this  was  within  the  peculiar  province  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  Whether  the  Grand  Lodge  would  have  been  as 
successful  as  the  ^Board  of  Directors  were,  need  not  be  even 
asked.  This  is  referred  to  as  an  instance  of  the  evil  to  which  I 
call  your  attention. 

So,  in  the  erection  of  this  building,  the  Board  of  Directors 
have  kept  the  Grand  Lodge  entirely  in  the  dark  in  relation  to  the 
details.  A  Committee  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  in  March,  1867, 
reported  that  the  expense  of  this  Temple  and  its  furniture,  when 
completed,  and  it  was  then  within  three  months  of  completion, 
would  be  $300,000  ;  and  the  Committee  thought  that  they  were 
making  liberal  estimates  of  the  expenses ;  and  yet,  in  the  same 
copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  which  that 
Report  is  published,  the  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  makes  the 
cost  $453,532.03 ;  more  than  $150,000  above  what  your  Com- 
mittee were  permitted  to  know  at  the  time  they  made  their 
report.     The  Grand  Lodge  should  have  no  close  corporation 
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within  it.  If  it  has  been  necessary,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances in  which  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge  have 
been  permitted  to  exist,  to  keep  all  knowledge  of  those  affairs 
carefully  preserved  in  the  breasts  of  a  few,  it  is  believed  that  the 
necessity  does  not  now  exist,  and  that  it  is  better  for  all  that 
our  true  condition  should  be  known,  at  least,  to  all  the  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

I  am  touching  upon  delicate  ground,  because  it  may  be  said 
that  !  am  complaining  of  previous  administrations.    It  is  not 
my  intention  so  to  do.    lam  complaining  of  a  system,  which  is 
growing  up  here,  of  ignoring  this  Grand  Lodge,  composed  of  the  y 
Representatives  of  the  great  Body  of  Masonry  in  Massachusetts. 

Soon  after  the  first  Charter  was  granted,  in  1817,  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  a  great  jealousy  sprung  up  among  the  brethren  against 
the  corporation.  Much  ill-feeling  existed,  and  strong  language 
was  made  use  of.  To  such  an  extent  did  this  grow,  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  was  raised  to  examine  into  and  report  upon 
the  disaffection.  The  report  of  this  Committee  is  spread  upon  the 
Records ;  and  it  appears  that  the  brethren  complained  of  claimed 
that  the  language  used  was  made  in  the  exercise  of  rights  and 
duties  of  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Although  this  strong  feeling  existed  at  that  time  against  the 
Act  of  Incorporation,  an  examination  of  the  By-Laws,  as  they 
were  then  called  instead  of  Constitutions,  will  show  how  much 
more  power  was  reserved  to  the  Grand  Lodge  itself —  to  the  cor- 
poration —  than  has  been  under  our  present  system.  They  made 
the  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Grand  Wardens,  and 
Recording  Grand  Secretary,  a  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  real 
and  personal  estate  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  tenure  of  which 
was  in  the  name  and  for  the  behoof  of  "  the  Master,  Wardens, 
and  Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts " ;  and  a 
majority  of  them  had  the  power  to  use  the  seal  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  into  effect  all  the  contracts  and  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  said  Trustees,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
had  power  to  do  and  transact  all  things  relative  to  the  real  and 
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personal  property  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  name  and  in  the 
behalf  of  the  corporation,  which  were  not  in  the  By-Laws  other- 
wise provided  for. 

The  Grand  Lodge  could  then  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount 
of  $20,000  only,  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  $60,000. 
An  examination  of  the  Records  shows  that  the  vote  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  required  for  the  Treasurer  to  sell  a  $100 
United-States  Bond.  The  brethren  voted  upon  pearly  every 
matter  connected  with  the  finances.  The  By-Laws  or  Constitu- 
tions also  required  that  a  financial  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  should  be  annually  communicated  to  the  several 
Lodges. 

It  would  have  been  almost  impossible,  at  least  very  inconven- 
ient, to  carry  on  the  great  work  which  has  been  done  here  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  as  a  voluntary  association.  The  machinery 
of  a  corporation  was  necessary,  and  no  one  at  this  day  can 
regret  that  recourse  was  had  to  it. 

With  such  power  as  legitimately  belongs  to  the  Board  of 
Directors,  its  influence  is  great  and  extensive  enough,  without 
absorbing  those  rights  and  prerogatives  which  appertain  exclu- 
sively to  this  Grand  Body.  They  have  labor  sufficient  in  taking 
care  of  the  Finances,  and  should  not  be  burdened  with  other 
cares. 

Thus,  brethren,  I  have  given  you  my  views,  very  briefly,  in 
relation  to  matters  which  I  consider  of  great  moment  in  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  first 
opportunity  which  has  presented  itself. 

I  was  unwilling  to  go  on  as  your  Grand  Master  without 
coming  to  a  fair  understanding,  and  giving  you  as  true  a  state- 
ment as  I  could  of  the  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  for 
you  now  to  say  whether  it  shall  continue  as  it  has,  or  whether 
you  will  take  immediate  steps  to  remedy  the  defects  which  have 
been  pointed  out.  At  any  rate,  brethren,  I  have  done  my  duty 
to  you  in  this  particular. 
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e  following  Lodges  presented  Amendments  to  their  By- 
for  approval,  viz.,  Hampden,  Mystic,  Roswell  Lee, 
David  and  Ionic  (Taunton),  North  Star  and  Mount 
b  (Woburn),  and,  on  motion,  they  were  referred  to 
i  Br,  William  F.  Salmon,  W.  Br.  E.  A.  Wadleigh, 
|f  Br,  Charles  A.  Welch. 

feedings  in  case  of  Mount  Zion  Lodge  against  Br.  J. 
in  Gorham,  and  in  case  of  Acacia  Lodge  against  Br. 
taa  Raymond ,  were  presented  for  approval,  and,  on 
>n,  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  Tracy  P  Cheever,  L.  H. 
well,  and  George  H.  Peirson. 

petition,  signed  by  H.  B.  Childs  and  eight  other 
ren,  for  the  restoration  of  the  Charter  of  Morning  Sun 
e,  Conway,  was  received  and  referred  to  R.W.  Br. 
lea  W.  Moore,  W.  Brothers  Franklin  H.  Sprague  and 

L  Chessman. 

W.  Br,  William  F.  Salmon  was  recognized  as  proxy 
Ancient  Landmark  Lodge,  Shanghae,  China;  Br. 
ael  J.  Doak  for  Philanthropic  Lodge,  Marblehead ; 
Br.  Charles  Raymond  for  Plymouth  Lodge,  Plym- 

W,  Br,  Tracy  P  Cheever,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
10m  was  referred  the  proceedings  of  Saggahew  Lodge, 
rhill,  in  the  trial  of  Br.  Edwin  M.  Littlefield,  and  the 
sedings  of  Jerusalem  Lodge,  in  the  trial  of  Brothers  H. 
Loom  is  and  D.  D.  Gardner,  Jr.,  also  the  proceed* 
of  North  Star  Lodge,  in  the  trial  of  Br.  Silas  D.  Bates, 
I  the  following  reports  :  — » 
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SAGGAHEW  LODGE  vt.  EDWIN  M.  LITTLEFIELD. 

In  Grakd  Lodge,  March  10, 1869. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Saggahew  Lodge,  Haverhill,  in  the  trial  of  Br. 
Edwin  M.  Littlefield,  have  examined  with  care  the  papers  sub- 
mitted in  the  case,  and  report,  — 

That  the  charges  against  the  respondent  were,  first,  intemper- 
ance ;  second,  lying ;  third,  deserting  his  family.  The  accused  was 
not  present  at  the  trial ;  but  was  notified  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  great  pains  were  evidently 
taken  by  the  Lodge,  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  particulars,  that 
all  the  rules  applicable  to  such  a  proceeding  should  be  carefully 
observed.  The  charges  were  abundantly  sustained  by  the  evi- 
dence, and  the  verdict  of  guilty  and  the  sentence  were  by  a 
unanimous  vote.  The  record  is  elegantly  made  up,  and  is  a 
model  of  its  kind.  In  order,  however,  that  the  clear  intent  of 
the  Lodge  may  be  carried  out9  the  committee  recommend  the 
alteration  of  the  record  in  respect  to  the  sentence,  as  follows :  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  Order"  and  inserting  the  words  "  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry." 

With  .this  amendment,  the  committee  recommend  the  confir- 
mation of  the  proceedings  of  Saggahew  Lodge  in  this  case,  the 
record  of  which  may  be  studied  with  advantage  by  other  Lodges 
that  may  have  occasion  to  place  a  member  upon  trial. 

Tract  P  Chester. 

George  H.  Prase*. 

L.  H.  Gamwzix. 

On  motion  of  W.  Br.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Titus,  the  report 
was  accepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

JERUSALEM  LODGE  vs.  H.  W.  LOOMIS. 

Ik  Grand  Lodge,  March  10, 1869. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  proceedings  of  Jerusalem  Lodge, 
Northampton,  in  the  trial  of  Br.  H.  W.  Loomis,  were  referred, 
respectfully  report,  — 
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That,  upon  an  examination  of  the  record,  it  appears  that  the 
accused  was  charged  with  the  commission  of  acts  of  "gross 
immorality  and  fraud."  The  proceedings  were  conducted  accord- 
ing to  the  Grand  Regulations,  and  the  result  was  the  conviction 
of  the  respondent,  and  his  expulsion  from  membership.  From 
the  evidence,  as  it  appears  by  the  record,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  the  justice  of  the  action  of  the  Lodge  in  the  case,  and  the 
committee  recommend  that  it  be  confirmed  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  * 

Tract  P  Cheever. 

George  W.  Feirson. 

L.  H.  Gamwell. 

JERUSALEM  LODGE  vs.  D.  D.  GARDNER,  Jr. 

Ik  Grjlkd  Lodge,  March  10, 1869. 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Jerusalem  Lodge,  Northampton,  in  the  trial  of  Br. 
D.  D.  Gardner,  Jr.,  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them, 
and  respectfully  report,  — 

That  the  record  in  this  case  discloses  a  strict  conformity  with  the 
Grand  Regulations,  as  well  as  a  praiseworthy  charity  and  leniency 
towards  the  accused,  who  has  repeatedly,  prior  to  the  trial,  been 
guilty  of  the  offence  for  which  he  was  at  last  tried,  viz.,  open 
and  gross  intoxication.  The  evidence  in  support  of  the  charge 
was  ample  and  conclusive.  The  conviction  was  by  a  unanimous 
*  vote,  as  well  as  the  sentence,  which  was  expulsion  from  mem- 
bership. The  Lodge  would  have  been  warranted  in  the  severe 
sentence  of  expulsion  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 
The  committee  recommepd  that  the  proceedings  be  confirmed. 

Tract  P  Cheever. 
George  H.  Feirsok. 
L.  H.  Gamwell. 

It  appearing  that  the  result  of  the  above  trials  in  Jerusa- 
lem Lodge  was  simply  expulsion  from  membership,  and  re- 
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quiring  no  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  it  was,  < 
of  R.W.  Br.  W.  F.  Salmon,  Voted,  That  the  p 
be  referred  back  to  the  Lodge. 

NORTH  STAR  LODGE  m.  SILAS  D.  BATS 
In  G&urD  Lodob,  Maid 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  record  < 
^  ceedings  of  North  Star  Lodge,  Ashland,  npon  the  trii 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  — 

That  they  have  considered  the  proceedings  in  this  c 
much  care  and  deliberation  as  they  could  bestow  u 
only  because  of  its  intrinsic  interest,  but  because  of 
principles  involved,  and  their  relation  to  all  masonic  1 
question,  What  constitutes  a  masonic  offence?  has,  pei 
been  determined  with  accuracy,  and  certainly  not  wit 
ness.  It  is  perhaps  impossible,  by  any  verbal  definite 
mine  perfectly,  in  all  cases,  a  crime  or  an  offence  i 
The  compass  cannot  describe  a  circle  inside  of  whid 
always  exists,  and  outside  of  which  it  can  never  be  foil 
are  no  lines  in  moral  geometry  within  which  the  n 
may  always  be  traced.  Accordingly,  there  is  no  str 
code  or  classification  of  offences.  Yet  such  is  the  ni 
Fraternity  that  the  absence  of  a  written  crimina 
hardly  be  regarded  as  a  defect.  So  much  depends  up 
and  circumstances  of  the  particular  case,  upon  the  rel 
the  accused  sustains  to  others,  upon  the  intent,  of 
Municipal  law  does  not  always  take  cognizance,  nay 
the  temper  and  manners,  that  we  at  once  realise  the 
declaring  in  advance  what  shall  be  deemed  an 
Masonry.  It  would  be  manifestly  absurd  to  hold  tha 
which  contravenes  the  civil  law  is  a  crime  against  thii 
although  obedience  to  law  and  the  constituted  authoi 
State  is  one  of  our  fundamental  doctrines.  Neve 
Lodge  would  expel,  or  even  try  one. of  its  members  fc 
dog  without  a  license,  or  for  neglecting  to  shovel  the 
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his  sidewalk.  Some  acts,  also,  which  in  contemplation  of  the 
law  are  fraudulent,  being  made  so,  perhaps,  by  the  express  words 
of  the  statute,  such  as  the  preference  by  a  bankrupt  of  a  particu- 
lar creditor,  and  other  acts  known  as  legal  frauds,  are  not  there- 
fore and  necessarily  offences  against  Masonry.  On  the  contrary, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  find  cases  where  the  fraud  in  law  is  clear,  and 
yet  the  act  itself  is  entirely  innocent,  and  perhaps  commendable, 
when  tried  by  the  rule  of  masonic  right. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  large  class  of  statute  crimes, 
such  as  felonies  and  other  offences  involving  moral  obliquity  and 
turpitude ;  —  offences  as  to  which  all  right-minded  men,  as  well  as 
all  Masons,  are  in  harmony  with  the  law,  and  of  which  it  is  the 
imperative  duty  of  Lodges  to  take  cognisance,  even  should  they 
anticipate  the  Grand  Jury  or  the  Police  Court.  As  such  crimes 
are  directed  against  the  law,  against  society  as  a  whole,  and 
against  the  right  of  the  peace  of  the  individual,  they  are  necessa- 
rily crimes  against  an  institution  sacredly  devoted  to  the  protec- 
tion of  all  these  interests. 

Another  large  class  of  offences  which  may  be  deemed  masonic 
offences  consists  of  acts  clearly  and  directly  opposed  to  our  Con- 
stitutions and  established  regulations,  to  those  cardinal  princi- 
ples known  as  the  general  tenets  of  the  Fraternity,  and  to  the 
special  obligations  involved  in  the  ritual,  and  voluntarily  assumed 
by  every  initiate.  Thus,  acts  against  the  cardinal  virtue  of  jus- 
tice, persistent  intemperance,  wilful  or  habitual  violation  of  the 
regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  the  By-Laws  of  a  subordi- 
nate Lodge,  the  disclosure  to  the  uninitiated  of  the  secrets  or  the 
private  business  of  the  Lodge,  the  failure  to  comply  with  those 
ties  of  obligation  which  should  be  most  sacredly  observed,  though 
perhaps  involving  other  elements  of  wrong  ,and  wickedness,  are 
to  be  considered  as  strictly  masonic  offences.  This  enumeration 
is  not  intended  to  exclude  many  cases  which,  as  has  been  before 
observed,  do  not  admit  of  classification  or  definition.  Whenever 
k  shall  be  found  that  the  acts  of  a  brother  are  clearly  adverse 
to  the  principles  or  regulations  of  the  Craft,  or  the  rights  or  hap- 
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piness  of  any  of  its  members,  it  will  be  the  doty  of  his  Lodge  to 
try  him  for  those  acts,  although  the  offence  involved  was  never 
described  or  known  before  on  sea  or  land. 

The  attempt,  thus  briefly  and  imperfectly  made,  to  discover  the 
nature  and  character  of  that  which  should  be  known  as  a  masonic 
offence  leads  us  next  to  consider  the  manners  and  methods  under 
which  the  trial  for  such  offence  should  be  conducted.  The 
absence  of  a  settled  code  or  classification  of  offences  furnishes  in 
itself  a  strong  reason  for  the  observance  of  the  highest  care, 
caution,  and  accuracy  in  the  conduct  of  all  masonic  trials. 
Certain  regulations,  of  the  most  obvious  necessity,  for  such  trials, 
have  been  adopted  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  they  are  mostly 
external  in  their  character,  and  only  intended  to  meet  the  plain- 
est and  simplest  rights  of  the  parties.    The  true  spirit  of  the 
trial  cannot  come  from  mere  forms  or  regulations  of  the  proceed- 
ing.   There  is  another  unwritten  law  higher  than  the  regulations 
of  this  Grand  Body,  but  with  which  they  are  in  harmony.  When 
the  accused  appears  before  the  Lodge  to  answer  the  charges 
against  him,  and  the  trial  proceeds,  he  should  be  met  by  that 
spirit  of  justice,  charity,  and  fairness  which,  while  it  be  large 
enough  to  comprehend  the  Lodge  and  the  whole  Fraternity,  is 
not  too  large  to  overlook  him.  While  the  specified  regulations  are 
to  be  strictly  observed  in  the  absence  of  formulas  of  language, 
he  is  Tiot  to  be  oppressed  or  to  be  shielded  by  any  merely  techni- 
cal vote.    The  charges  of  the  written  accusation  should  be  made 
in  clear  and  precise  terms.    When  the  charge  is  general  in  its 
nature,  as  for  conduct  unbecoming  a  Mason,  there  should  be 
clear  and  accurate  specifications,  so  that  there  may  be  a  distinct 
issue  to  be  tried,  and  that  the  accused  may  know  exactly  what  be 
is  to  meet.    The  evidence  should  be  strictly  confined  to  the  issues 
on  trial,  excluding  all  heursay.    The  examinations  of  the  wit- 
nesses on  either  side  should  be  conducted  by  managers  or  counsel 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  the  members  of  the  Lodge  maintain- 
ing the  dignified  demeanor  and  bearing  of  judges  in  the  case. 
The  course  of  the  testimony  should  never  be  interrupted  by  com- 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  29 


mentary  upon  the  case,  which  always  should  be  reserved  for  the 
summing  up  of  each  party. 

The  best  and  most  candid  judgment  should  be  expressed  in  the 
vote,  which  is  the  verdict  of  the  Lodge.  The  general  burden  of 
proof  is  on  the  accusers,  although  that  burden  may,  by  the  acts 
or  admissions  of  the  accused,  be  shifted  and  fall  upon  his  shoul- 
ders. Inasmuch  as  the  result  of  the  trial  may  be  the  expulsion 
of  the  accused  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  a  dis- 
grace to  him  equivalent  to  a  sentence  by  the  civil  judge  to  an  igno- 
minious punishment, — a  disgrace  in  which  his  family  must  share,  . 
and  which  his  innocent  children  must  bear  as  a  reproach  in  after 
life, — he  is  entitled  ordinarily  to  the  vote  of  every  member.  In  such 
a  case,  if  a  member  is  not  fully  satisfied  with  the  proof  offered  by  the 
prosecution,  and  upon  aU  the  evidence  has  doubts  of  the  guilt  of 
the  accused,  the  accused  should  have  the  benefit 'of  the  doubts. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  evidence  offered  be  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory, every  member  is  bound  to  reject  all  considerations  of  fear, 
favor,  or  affection,  and  vote  for  conviction.  At  the  risk  of 
tediousness,  your  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  submit 
these  general  and  perhaps  trite  observations  concerning  the 
important  subject  under  consideration. 

Applying  the  principles  above  stated  and  the  regulations  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  let  us  consider  the  record  of  North  Star 
Lodge  in  the  case  in  question.  The  charge  is  contained  in  the 
following  words :  "  Br.  B.  is  hereby  charged  with  wronging  and 
defrauding  brother  Master  Masons."  No  specification  under  the 
charge  was  made,  although  the  brethren  presenting  it  demand  that 
the  accused  shall  be  "  put  upon  trial  upon  said  charges  and  specifi- 
cations" The  summons  to  the  supposed  delinquent  was  sufficient 
in  form  and  duly  served,  and  he  was  present  at  the  trial,  which 
took  place  October  28,  1868.  There  had  been  a  previous  trial, 
the  record  of  which  was  adjudged  erroneous  by  a  committee  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  in  consequence  of  which  the  new  trial  was 
ordered.  The  Lodge  voted  to  accept,  as  evidence  in  this  trial,  the 
records  of  the  evidence  in  the  former  one.    All  the  evidence,  in 
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fact,  consists  of  what  appeared  at  that  trial,  and  is  a  mere  tran- 
script, so  far  as  the  evidence  goes,  of  the  first  record,  no  new 
testimony  having  been  offered.  The  evidence  is  highly  objection- 
able, not  only  in  the  violation  of  the  regulation  excluding  hearsay, 
but  from  its  inferential  and  argumentative  character.  We  take 
for  example  —  and  this  is  but  one  of  many  such  instances — the 
testimony  of  Br.  C,  which  was  as  follows :  "  Br.  B.  hired  teams 
of  me  to  the  amount  of  $21.25,  from  January  9,  1867,  to  May  1, 
1867,  and  boarded  his  horse  from.  May  to  October;  previous  to 
•this,  he  had  contracted  a  debt  for  the  board  of  the  same  horse  at 
another  place,  which  he  was  unable  to  or  did  not  pay.  I  contend 
that  if  -  Br.  B.  knew  at  that  time  that  he  could  not  pay,  that  he 
was  knowingly  wronging  and  defrauding." 

In  addition  to  testimony  of  this  character,  of  which  the 
record  is  full,  it  seems  that  the  members  of  the  Lodge  were 
permitted  to  interrupt  the  course  of  the  testimony  by  a  running 
commentary  and  argument  upon  it,  and  also  upon  matters  entirely 
collateral  and  irrelevant.  This  was  done  frequently  during  the 
trial.  t 

So  far  as  any  specified  offences  under  the  charge  can  be  gathered 
from  the  record,  they  may  be  reduced  to  three,  vis.,  first,  the 
hiring  of  teams  and  boarding  of  a  horse,  without  payment  there- 
for ;  second,  not  paying  for  the  painting  of  a  buggy ;  and  third, 
not  paying  hired  help  after  the  accused  had  gone  into  bankruptcy. 
As  to  the  first,  the  testimony  of  the  brother  of  whom  the  accused 
hired  the  teams,  &c,  was  that  he  could  not  state  positively  that  he 
had  ever  presented  the  bill  to  Br.  B.,  the  latter  testifying  that  the 
bill  had  not  been  presented.  In  respect  to  the  second  charge 
above  mentioned,  the  brother  who  did  the  work  testified  that  he 
had  twice  asked  B.  to  pay  the  bill,  but  he  had  not  paid  it. 
As  to  the  charge  of  not  paying  his  help  after  going  into  chancery, 
the  accused  made  an  exculpatory  explanation,  stating  matters  as 
facts  which  were  not  contradicted.  These  three  specifications, 
which  we  extract  from  the  testimony  alone,  furnish  the  substance 
of  what  was  claimed  to  constitute  the  offence  and  guilt  of  the 
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accused ;  although  other  matters  collateral,  and  not  related  to 
the  accusation,  appear  profusely  in  the  record.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  a  Mason  may  so  conduct  his  business  affairs  as.  to 
make  the  condition  of  bankruptcy  itself,  or  its  accompanying  acts, 
an  offence  for  which  he  may  be  tried  and  punished.  But  bank- 
ruptcy alone,  and  the  non-payment  of  debts  alone,  are  not  offences 
.  against  Masonry.  The  intent  to  wrong  and  defraud  must  clearly 
appear,  or  our  Institution  must  be  closed  against  the  simply  poor 
or  unfortunate.  Viewed  in  this  light,  it  is  at  least  doubtful  if 
the  acts  charged  in  North  Star  Lodge  against  Br.  B.  dan  be 
regarded  as  constituting  a  masonic  offence.  If  they  are  to  be 
thus  regarded,  it  is  certainly  doubtful  whether,  upon  the  evidence 
presented  by  the  record,  the  accused  is  guilty. 

It  further  appears  that  quite  a  number  of  the  brethren  present 
at  the  trial  did  not  vote ;  the  vote  standing  fourteen  for  conviction 
to  four  for  acquittal.  The  record  does  not  show  the  exact  num- 
ber of  those  present  but  upon  examination  of  the  names  of  breth- 
ren who  participated  in  the  proceedings,  either  as  witnesses  or 
commentators,  but  who  did  not  vote  (for  which  neglect  no  reason 
is  offered),  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  fourteen  brethren  voting  for 
conviction  constituted  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 

The  sentence  was  suspension  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Masonry ;  the  effect  of  which,  according  to  our  definitions,  is  to 
exclude  the  brother  "  from  all  his  maspnic  privileges,  and  pro- 
hibits all  masonic  intercourse  between  him  and  his  brethren  during 
the  time  of  his  suspension/' 

By  Section  2,  Article  6,  of  the  Constitutions,  it  is  provided 
that, 44  whenever  this  Grand  Lodge  shall  reverse  or  abrogate  the 
decision  of  a  subordinate  Lodge,  suspending  or  expelling  a  brother, 
and  shall  restore  to  him  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  he 
shall  not  thereby  be  restored  to  membership  within  the  body  from 
which  he  was  suspended  or  expelled,  without  its  unanimous  con- 
sent." 

If,  therefore,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  pro- 
ceedings of   North  Star  Lodge  in  the  trial  of  Br.  B.  are 
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erroneous,  and  the  verdict  should  be  set  aside,  his  membership 
in  his  Lodge  is  lost,  unless  restored  in  the  manner  indicated,  bat 
his  relations  with  the  whole  Fraternity  will  be  renewed.  He 
will  still  be  open  to  the  warm  charities,  as  well  as  to  the  discipline 
and  reproof,  of  the  brethren  at  large. 

Your  committee,  in  view  of  the  great  interest  and  importance 
of  the  questions  involved,  scarcely  deem  an  apology  necessary 
for  this  long  and  perhaps  tedious  report.  It  is  by  no  means  to 
be  considered  as  reflecting  upon  the  perfect  honor  and  rectitude 
of  purpose  or  the  masonic  fidelity  of  the  members  of  North 
Star  Lodge,  against  which  nothing  can  be  averred  or  presumed. 
But  their  acts  iu  this  case  must  be  judged  by  the  record  as  we 
find  it,  upon  which  your  committee  are  unanimously  of  the 
opinion  that  the  proceedings  cannot  be  sustained,  and  that  the 
accused  should  be  restored  to  the  benefits  and  privileges  of 
Masonry. 

Tract  P  Cheever. 
George  H.  Psntsox. 
L.  H.  Gamwrll. 

On  motion  of  R.W,  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore,,  the  report 
was  accepted  aad  the  recommendation  adopted. 

The  following  resolutions,  presented  by  R.W.  Br.  Henry 
CKickering,  were  adopted  unanimously :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Address  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  five  for  examination,  and  that  they 
also  nominate  persons  to  compose  the  Committees  therein  recom- 
mended. 

Resolved,  That  the  Address  be  at  once  printed,  and  copies  sent 
to  each  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  for  the  information  of  the  Fra- 
ternity. 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  fixing 
eight  dollars  ($8.00)  as  the  commutation-fee  for  the  Grand- 
Lodge  Capitation  Tax,  be  approved  and  confirmed. 
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conformity  to  the  first  resolution,  the  Most  Worshipful 
1  Master  appointed  for  the  Committee  R.W.  Br. 
j  Chiekering,  W.  Brothers  N.  T.  Merritt,  Franklin  H. 
rue,  Theodore  Adams,  and  Charles  H.  Norris. 
e  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Amendments  to 
>y-Laws  presented  for  approval,  presented  the  following 
tt  which  was  adopted  :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  March  10,  1869. 
M,  W*  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  ManachvuetU. 
e  Committer  to  whom  was  referred  the  Amendments  of  the 
iwa  of  North  Star  Lodge,  Ashland  ;  Ionic  Lodge,  Taunton  ; 
David  Lodge,  Taunton ;  Hampden  Lodge,  Springfield ; 
ell  Lee  Lodge,  Springfield ;  Mystic  Lodge,  Pittsfield ;  and 
t  Horeb,  AVoburn,  have  examined  the  same,  and  report 
he  Amendments  all  refer  to  the  internal  financial  affairs  of 
vera!  Lodges,  and  are  all  in  accordance  with  the  Constitu- 
of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge,  and  we  recommend  that  they  be 
few!, 

W.  F.  Salmon. 
Edwin  A.  Wadleigh. 
Charles  A.  Welch. 

i  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Andrew  G.  Smith,  the  report 

Lccepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

G.  Master  Winslow  Lewis  offered  the  following :  — 

esire  to  present  to  this  Grand  Lodge  a  memorial  which 
ilways  permanently  and  gratefully  read  to  all  its  members 
□eameots  of  one  of  its  best  sons,  —  one  whose  face  is  but 
pone ut  of  his  generous  heart. 

is  is  a  marble  bust  of  R.W.  Br.  William  Sutton,  by  an  Italian 
t,  —  to  be  placed  so  as  to  meet  the  eyes  of  all  who  may 
congregate,  and  to  remind  every  brother  that  this  is  Sutton 
,,  and  that  here  particularly  should  be  engendered  and  dif- 
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fused  those  principles  which  have  ever  been  the  guides  aad 
prompters  of  deeds  which  shall  never  be  forgotten  by  any  masonic 
son  of  Massachusetts. 

On  motion,  this  was  referred  to  W.  Br.  John  A.  Goodwin, 
and  R.W.  Brothers  G.  W.  Warren  and  Charles  W.  Moore, 
with  full  power  to  select  a  suitable  place  in  the  Masonic 
Temple  for  the  bust. 

The  Committee  on  Past  Grand  Master  Dame's  Address  were 
granted  further  time.  Further  time  was  also  granted  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Address  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Master,  and  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Lewis  Hayden  and  others. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Br. 
H.  B.  Childs  and  others,  for  the  restoration  of  the  Charter 
of  Morning  Sun  Lodge,  made  the  following  report,  which 
was,  on  motion  of  W.  Br.  Henry  P.  Perkins,  accepted,  and 
the  recommendation  adopted  :  — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  H.  8. 
Childs  and  others,  for  the  restoration  of  the  Charter  of  the  late 
Morning  Sun  Lodge,  of  Conway,  respectfully  report,  — 

That  the  Charter  of  said  Lodge  was  revoked  and  taken  up  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  or  about  the  year  1835,  and  the  conditions  of 
the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  not  having  then  been  com- 
plied with,  there  is  no  authority  for  its  restoration  as  applied  for. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  a  dispensation  be  granted  as 
prayed  for  by  the  accompanying  petition  when  the  Grand  Master 
shall  be  satisfied  that  the  provisions  of  the  Constitutions  have 
been  complied  with. 

Charles  W.  Mookb. 
A.  G.  Smith. 
W.  H.  Chessman. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  was  then  closed  in  Ample  Form. 
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QUARTERLY  .COMMUNICATION. 
June  9,  AX.  5869. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts  was  held  at  Masonic  Temple, 
'Boston,  Wednesday,  June  9,  A.L.  5869. 

PRESENT i 

M.W.  William  Sewall  Gardner  .   .   .  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Charles  Leti  Woodbury     .   .   .  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Ithamar  F.  Conket   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  Itort  H.  Pope   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  John  McClbllan   Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  Solon  Thornton   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Charles  W.  Moore   Cor.  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Andrew  G.  Smith   D.D.G.  Master,  District  No.  1. 

R.W.  Tract  P  Chester   „        „     District  No.  2. 

R.W.  F.  Lyman  Winship   „        „     District  No.  4. 

R.W.  George  H.  Pbirson   „        „     District  No.  5. 

R.W.  Lemuel  A.  Bishop   „        „     District  No.  6 

R.W.  Henry  P.  Perkins   „        „     District  No.  7.' 

R.W.  Andrew  J.  Clark   „        „     District  No.  8. 

R.W.  David  W.  Crafts   „        „     District  No.  10. 

R.W.  Charles  G.  Reed   „        „     District  No.  11. 

R.W.  George  E.  Stacy   „        „     District  No.  12. 

R.W.  J.  Mason  Eterett   „        „     District  No.  13. 

R.W.  John  A.  Lee   „        „     District  No.  14. 

R.W.  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr   „        „     District  No.  15. 

R.W.  Z.  L.  Bicknell   „        „     District  No.  16. 

W.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Titos   Grand  Chaplain. 

R.W.  William  F.  Salmon  as    ...   .  Grand  Marshal. 

W.  John  A.  Goodwin   Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Lucius  W.  Lotell   Grand  Steward. 

W.  Samuel  C.  Lawrence   Grand  S word-Bearer. 

W.  Lotell  Bicknell   Grand  Standard-Bearer. 

W.  Charles  Kimball   Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.  Cephas  Bkiqhak,       i   Grand  Lecturer.. 

W.  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  ) 

Br.  Eben  F.  Gat,  Boston   Grand  Tyler. 
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PERMANENT  MEMBERS. 

R.W.  Winslow  Lewis,  M.D   Past  Grand  Master. 

B.W.  William  D.  Coolidge  .....      „      „  „ 

R.W.  Charles  C.  Dame   „      „  „ 

R.W.  Abraham  A.  Dame   Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Lucius  R.  Paiob   „      „         „  » 

R.W.  G.  W.  Warren   „      „         „  » 

R.W.  Henrt  Chickbring  Past  Grand  Warden. 

• 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  two 
o'clock,  p.m.,  with  prayer  by  W.  Br.  Eev.  Charles  H.  Titus, 
Junior  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  record  of  the  last  Communication  was  read. 

The  roll  of  the  Lodges  was  called,  and  the  following 
found  to  be  represented  :  — 


Athelstanb. 

Joseph  Warrbn. 

Paul  Revere. 

Acacia. 

Kino  David. 

Paul  Dean. 

Baalbec. 

Konohassett. 

Quinnebauo. 

Bbthesda. 

Lafayette, 

Roswbll  Lex. 

Belmont. 

(Boston  Highlands). 

Rural. 

Blub  Hill. 

Liberty. 

St.  John's  (Botton). 

Columbian. 

Mount  Tabor. 

St.  Andrew's. 

Chicopee. 

Mount  Carmbl. 

Star  of  Bethlehem. 

Dalhousib. 

Mount  Hermon. 

St.  Paul's. 

Doric. 

MlDDLESeX. 

St  John's, 

Essex. 

Mount  Olivet. 

(Newburyport). 

Eureka. 

Merrimac. 

Saooahbw. 

Franklin. 

MONTACUTB. 

Solomon's  Temple. 

Fraternal. 

Montgomery. 

Star  in  thb  East. 

Gbrmania. 

Mount  Hopb. 

St.  Bernard's. 

Gate  of  the  Temple. 

Norfolk  Union. 

Ttrian. 

Henrt  Pricb. 

Olive  Branch. 

Tuscan. 

Hopb. 

Orphans'  Hopb. 

Union. 

Hampden. 

Pequo8sette. 

United  Brethrek. 

Htde  Park. 

Pentucket. 

Winslow  Lewis. 

Ionic  (Taunton). 

Pilgrim. 

Washington. 

Isaac  Parker. 

Plymouth. 

William  Parkman. 

Ancient  Landmark,  (Shanghae,  China).  Zetland. 


The  M. W.  Grand  Master  delivered  the  following  — 
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ADDRESS. 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  —  Ever  since  the  formation 
of  a  Grand  Lodge  in  Massachusetts,  it  has  been  customary  to  es- 
tablish subordinate  Lodges  outside  of  its  territory,  in  those 
countries  and  States  where  Grand  Lodges  of  the  York  Rite  did 
not  exist.  In  conformity  with  this  practice,  in  1853,  Bethesda 
Lodge  was  located  at  Valparaiso,  Chili,  S.A.,  by  dispensation  of 
the  Grand  Master ;  and,  in  1854,  a  charter  was  granted.  The  M. 
W.  George  M.  Randall,  alluding  to  the  establishment  of  this 
Lodge  in  his  annual  address  in  December,  1853,  remarked : 
44  It  is  an  interesting  fact,  that  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts were  issued  the  first  charters  for  the  organization  of 
Lodges,  not  only  in  what  is  now  the  United  States,  but  in  the 
British  Provinces  and  in  the  West  India  Islands.  It  was,  there- 
fore, not  inappropriate  that  our  brethren  in  other  parts  of  this 
continent,  living  under  another  government,  and  speaking  another 
language,  should  receive  their  authority  to  work  from  that  Grand 
Lodge  which,  without  any  spirit  of  arrogancy,  may  justly  claim 
to  be  the  parent  of  Freemasonry  in  this  Western  world." 

In  December,  1857,  Grand  Master  Heard  granted  a  dispensa- 
tion to  Hiram  Lodge  of  Copiapo,  Chili,  and  a  charter  was  granted 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1859.  In  November,  1858,  a  dispensa- 
tion was  issued  by  Grand  Master  Heard  to  form  Southern  Cross 
Lodge  at  Valparaiso,  Chili,  and  a  charter  was  ordered  to  be 
issued  in  1859. 

In  the  published  proceedings  of  our  Grand  Lodge  for  the  year 
ending  December,  1860,  Southern  Cross  Lodge  appears  for  the 
last  time,  and  I  can  find  no  mention  made  of  it  after  that  year. 

Bethesda  Lodge,  at  Valparaiso,  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and 
recently  I  have  received  information  that  preliminary  steps  have 
already  been  taken  by  the  brethren  there  to  petition  for  a  dispen- 
sation for  a  new  Lodge.  I  have  also  been  informed  that  there  is 
in  existence  at  Valparaiso  a  so-called  Grand  Lodge,  which  claims 
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to  possess  all  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  a  Grand  Lodge  over 
Chili.  If  such  a  Grand  Body  of  the  York  Rite,  legitimately  es- 
tablished, exists  there,  this  Grand  Lodge  has  no  right  to  establish 
subordinate  Lodges  in  that  State,  either  by  dispensation  or 
charter. 

This  alleged  Grand  Lodge  has  published  a  " memoria  anwd" 
which  I  am  unable  to  lay  before  you.  June  1,  1868,  it 
elected  its  officers  for  three  years.  Juan  Du  Dios  Arlequi  is 
Grand  Master,  and  Jose  Maldonado,  Grand  Secretary.  It  has 
four  subordinates,  and  is  in  communication  with  several  Grand 
Lodges.  Its  legal  existence,  however,  is  denied.  At  the  Decem- 
ber quarterly  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  in  1862,  a 
circular  from  a  body  purporting  to  be  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Chili, 
a  report  from  our  Special  Deputy,  R.W.  Br.  George  H.  Ken- 
dall, and  a  circular  letter  from  W.  A.  Martin  were  considered  by 
a  committee,  and  a  report  was  made  and  adopted  recommending 
the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Chili,  and  that  our  Special 
Deputy,  until  otherwise  directed,  be  authorized  and  requested  to 
recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Chili  as  a  body  regularly  constituted 
and  organized.  But  at  the  June  meeting  of  our  Grand  Lodge  in 
1865,  a  communication  from  Bethesda  Lodge  at  Valparaiso  was 
received,  in  which  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Lodge  speak  of 
it  then  as  being  under  our  jurisdiction.  At  the  present  time, 
Bethesda  Lodge  and  Copiapo  Lodge  are  upon  our  registry  as 
subordinates  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

It  becomes  of  some  importance  to  determine,  at  least  for  oar- 
selves,  whether  these  two  Lodges  owe  allegiance  to  us,  and 
whether  we  have  the  legal  right  to  establish  other  Lodges  in  that 
State.  This  is  a  subject  which  demands  your  immediate  atten- 
tion. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1866,  Grand  Master  Dame  granted 
a  dispensation  to  certain  brethren  to  form  a  new  Lodge  at  Arica, 
in  the  republic  of  Peru,  S.A.,  by  the  name  of  J.  L.  Hutchinson 
Lodge.  He  also  appointed  Br.  Richard  Hartley,  of  Lima,  Special 
Deputy  for  that  region.    So  far  as  I  can  learn,  this  Lodge  has 
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never  applied  for  a  charter,  and  we  are  in  receipt  of  no  report 
concerning  it  from  the  Deputy. 

Understanding  that  the  town  of  Arica  had  been  utterly  de- 
stroyed by  the  earthquake  which  made  such  frightful  havoc 
with  the  towns  and  cities  upon  the  coast  of  Peru,  I  applied  to  the 
honorable  Secretary #of  State  at  Washington  for  such  information 
as  the  Department  was  in  possession  of  concerning  Arica.  I  re- ' 
ceived  the  following  communication :  — 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  Maj  18, 1869. 
William  S.  Gardner,  Esq.,  27  Tremant  street,  Boston. 

Sir,  —  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  in  your  note  of  the  14th  instant,  I  in- 
close herewith  a  copy  of  an  article  published  in  the  "  Progresso  "  of  the 
19th  of  August,  1868,  and  of  a  letter  from  the  agent  of  a  commercial 
house,  dated  Tacua,  August  21,  1868,  both  of  which  are  found  in  a 
number  of  the  "  Valparaiso  and  West  Coast  Mail 11  of  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1868. 

These  accounts  will  give  you  all  the  information  in  the  possession  of 
the  Department  relative  to  the  destruction  of  Arica  by  the  earthquake 
of  August,  1868,  which  has  been  communicated  by  the  U.  S.  Consul  at 
Valparaiso.   I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  Davis,  Assistant  Secretary. 

"Arica.  —  Having  arranged  for  the  necessities  of  Tarapaca,  the 
writer  proceeded  to  Arica  on  the  night  of  the  17th  instant.  We,  our- 
selves, as  well  as  many  of  our  neighbors,  had  already  sent  down  to  the 
port  persons  from  our  staff  with  the  object  of  endeavoring  to  protect 
the  goods  scattered  on  the  beach.  Learning,  however,  that  the  disor- 
der which  we  mentioned  in  our  last  had  not  abated  one  whit,  we  consid- 
ered it  our  duty  to  urge  the  Prefect  to  rouse  himself  from  his  state  of 
apathy. 

"  Before  setting  out,  we  called  a  meeting  of  all  the  parties  interested  in 
the  loss  of  the  Custom  House,  and  a  commission  was  appointed,  au- 
thorized to  treat  with  the  Prefect  on  behalf  of  the  commercial  body,  as 
to  the  mode  they  might  consider  most  advantageous  for  the  protection 
of  their  interests. 

"  On  arriving  at  Arica,  we  found  the  most  fearful  disorder  existing. 
Since  the  18th  inst.,  numbers  of  people  from  the  neighboring  valleys,  as 
well  as  the  peons  of  the  port,  and  the  soldiers  and  sailors  had  been  occupied 
in  breaking  open  packages,  carrying  away  what  they  could,  and  destroy- 
ing what  they  did  not  fancy.    In  fact,  what  remained  on  the  beach  con- 


40 


ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF 


sisted  almost  entirely  of  goods  very  badly  damaged,  and  heavy  articles 
difficult  of  carriage.  In  our  interview  with  the  Prefect,  we  were,  of 
course,  promised  all  we  asked.  The  first  thing  we  required  was  that  a 
search  should  be  made  of  the  neighboring  valleys  of  Azapa  and  Cha- 
calluta,  where  deposits  of  stolen  property  were  known  to  exist— the 
search  to  be  conducted  by  a  government  force  under  a  trustworthy  offi- 
cer, to  be  accompanied  by  a  troop  of  mules  and  peons  which  we  hid 
sent  down  from  Tacua  to  assist  in  saving  any  property  we  might  find. 
We  have,  however,  small  hopes  of  even  this  first  step  being  carried 
out. 

"The  troops  are  in  a  state  of  complete  insubordination,  and  cannot 
be  controlled. 

44  The  authorities  have  allowed  things  to  come  to  such  a  pass,  that  they 
are  now  at  the  mercy  of  the  rabble.  Words  cannot  describe  the  state 
of  affairs  in  Arica.  The  town  is  like  the  carcass  of  an  animal  being 
torn  to  pieces  by  dogs  and  vultures,  who  quarrel  and  fight  over  their 
prey.  In  all  directions  are  drunken  men  reeling  about,  many  with  bare 
knives  in  hand,  ready  for  any  enormity. 

"It  is  a  horrible  spectacle.  Above  all,  the  reverberations  of  the 
earthquakes  are  continually  felt.  A  more  striking  picture  we  have 
never  seen. 

44  There  is  not  a  launch  or  boat  left ;  and,  of  course,  there  are  no  means 
for  the  landing  or  shipping  of  any  goods  or  provisions  that  may  arrive. 
The  small  steamer  Ecuador  is  still  safe,  and  we  have  urged  the  agent  of 
the  steamer  company  to  despatch  her  south  in  quest  of  launches.  We 
have  also  urged  the  necessity  of  erecting  a  temporary  mole,  which 
could  be  formed  out  of  the  ruins  that  are  near  the  beach.  For  this 
work,  however,  there  are  no  hands  yet  to  be  obtained.  We  have  urged 
also,  on  the  Prefect,  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  custom-house  in 
Tacua ;  in  fact,  the  old  custom-house  exists,  but  permission  must  be  ob- 
tained to  use  it.  It  will  take  some  months  to  repair  the  railroad,  the 
track  at  the  Arica  end  being  washed  away,  and  the  rest  of  the  line  much 
damaged.  The  only  locomotive  saved  is  the  one  that  happened  to  be 
in  Tacua  during  the  disaster. 

44  Arica  was  invaded  by  eleven  tidal  waves,  the  first  coming  in  some 
fifteen  minutes  after  the  shocks,  and  the  last  about  ten  o'clock  at 
night. 

"Unfortunately,  we  cannot  say  the  same  with  respect  to  the  sur- 
rounding places,  for  all  the  news  arriving  from  them  inform  us  of  the 
complete  ruin  of  towns  and  villages,  such  as  Moquegua,  Locumba, 
Sama,  and  other  places,  the  buildings  of  which  have  fallen  down,  and 
the  vintage  is  completely  lost. 
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••  However  serious  these  accidents  may  be,  they  arc  mere  trifles 
when  compared  with  the  disasters  suffered  on  the  coast.  After  the 
earthquake,  the  sea  was  elevated  to  an  enormous  height,  estimated  to 
have  been  nearly  twenty  feet,  and  rushed  in  shore  where  the  town  of 
Arica  was  situated,  the  houses  of  which  place,  already  damaged  by  the 
earthquake,  were  now  almost  completely  destroyed.  After  this,  the  sea 
retired,  uncovering  a  large  tract  of  the  beach ;  and  this  was  the  moment 
when  the  inhabitants  who  had  escaped  the  first  eruption  were  able  to 
save  their  lives  by  climbing  up  the  hills,  especially  the  one  called  Morro 
de  Arica,  which  forms  the  southern  limit  of  the  town.  From  there  they 
could  see  the  wave  rushing  over  the  town  and  the  surrounding  places, 
sweeping  them  clean,  so  that  when  the  sea  retired,  there  was  nothing 
left  but  a  heap  of  ruins  and  the  barren  beach,  where  not  the  slightest 
traces  were  to  be  met  of  the  once  flourishing  town,  with  its  beautiful 
buildings,  — the  Custom- House,  the  agency  of  the  Pacific  Steam  Navi- 
gation Company,  the  office  of  the  Captain  of  the  Port,  the  workshops  of 
the  railroad  company,  two  churches,  several  hotels,  and  the  houses  of  all 
the  merchants. 

44  The  loss  of  goods  in  the  custom-house  is  estimated  at  two  millions 
of  dollars ;  and  the  loss  in  buildings  and  the  goods  in  the  town  cannot 
be  calculated  at  less  than  three  millions. 

44  The  railroad  is  destroyed  for  a  distance  of  six  miles,  and  broken 
In  several  other  places ;  the  cars,  engines,  and  other  articles  of  the  stock 
have  been  found  at  considerable  distances  from  the  terminus.  The 
number  of  dead  is  unknown  as  yet,  but  there  will  not  be  less  than  three 
hundred  in  a  population  of  from  seven  to  eight  thousand  inhabitants.  Up 
to  this  moment,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  bury  all  the  dead  bodies,  the 
putrefaction  of  which  already  begins  to  produce  dangerous  exhala- 
tions. 

44  The  inhabitants  are  now  occupied  in  searching  for  their  property 
buried  among  the  ruins,  and  it  is  very  distressing  to  state  that  they 
have  to  defend  themselves  against  the  rapacity  of  the  mob.  As  to  the 
vessels  riding  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  some  of  them  have  been  sent  high 
op  on  the  beach,  while  others  have  been  completely  swallowed  up  by 
the  sea.  The  N.  A.  man-of-war  44  Wateree  "  has  been  beached  with  all 
her  crew;  the  Peruvian  war  steamer  "America  "  has  lost  her  captain, 
some  of  her  officers,  and  part  of  her  crew ;  the  44  Chanarcillo,"  an  Eng- 
lish vessel,  loading  wool,  has  been  dashed  to  pieces ;  the  N.  A.  storesbip 
"Fredonia"  and  the  Chilian  coaster  4  4  Regal  on"  have  disappeared.  Mrs. 
Johnson,  wife  of  the  executive  officer  of  the  "Wateree,11  was  killed  by 
the  falling  of  a  wall  while  endeavoring  to  escape.11 

In  December  last,  R.W.  Br.  T.  B.  Eames  was  re-appointed 
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Special  Deputy  for  China.  I  have  since  ascertained  that  he  has 
been  elected  and  installed  Master  of  the  Ancient  Landmark 
Lodge  at  Shanghae,  and  that,  therefore,  he  was  ineligible  to 
the  office  of  Deputy.  His  commission  was,  accordingly,  re- 
voked, and  W.  Br.  William  D.  Blanc-hard  was  appointed  to  tbe 
office.  His  commission  has  been  forwarded,  with  special  powers, 
to  the  W.  Master  of  Ancient  Landmark  Lodge,  to  install  him  as 
oar  Deputy.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  this  Lodge  at 
Shanghae  continues  to  be  in  a  most  flourishing  and  successful 
condition. 

These  are  all  the  subordinates  which  our  Grand  Lodge  now 
has  outside  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  the  one  at  Panama 
under  dispensation  having  become  extinct  within  the  last  few 
years. 

Soon  after  the  closing  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  March  last,  I 
received  a  document  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  com- 
plaining of  the  Graud  Orient  of  France,  in  recognizing  certain 
clandestine  Lodges  established  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  I  also 
received  other  documents  upon  the  same  subject  from  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Louisiana,  from  a  body  called  the  Grand 
Consistory  of  Louisiana,  and  from  Brothers  Albert  Pike  and  Jo- 
si  ah  H.  Drummoud,  who  style  themselves  Sovereign  Grand  Com- 
manders of  the  Southern  and  Northern  Jurisdictions  of  the 
United  States,  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 

These  communications  appear  to  be  of  so  much  importance,  as 
affecting  Grand  Lodges  upon  this  continent,  that  I  referred  them 
immediately  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  R.W.  Brothers  Charles 
Levi  Woodbury,  Charles  W.  Moore,  and  Lucius  R.  Paige,  in 
order  that  they  might  report  thereon  at  this  meeting. 

On  the  13th  day  of  May  last,  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary 
informed  me  that  he  had  received  the  sad  intelligence  from  tbe 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  that  M.W. 
Br.  Allyn  Weston,  Pust  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Colorado, 
had  suddenly  died  in  the  city  of  New  York,  aud  that  his  remains 
would  be  brought  to  Massachusetts  for  iutcrment.  I  appointed  R. 
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W.  Brothers  William  Parkman,  John  McClellan,  and  Solon 
Thornton  a  committee  to  take  charge  of  his  remains  upon  their 
arrival  in  Massachusetts,  and  to  see  that  the  dyiug  request  of  our 
distinguished  brother,  that  he  should  be  buried  with  masonic 
honors,  might  be  complied  with. 

The  time  was  so  short,  after  the  committee  took  charge,  before 
the  funeral,  that  they  found  it  impossible  to  notify  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  attend ;  but  they  requested  the 
W.  Master  of  Corner  Stone  Lodge  at  Duxbury,  where  the  inter- 
ment was  to  take  place,  to  summon  his  Lodge  and  conduct  the 
burial  service.  This  was  cordially  acceded  to,  and  the  Past 
Grand  Master  was  consigned  to  his  last  resting  place  on  earth, 
in  conformity  with  the  solemn  ceremonial  of  Masonry. 

I  regret  that  it  was  not  in  ray  power  to  be  personally  present, 
and  assist  in  paying  the  last  sad  honors  to  our  lamented  brother. 
The  committee  will  report  to  you  their  doings. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  held  on  the  24th  day 
of  March,  1869,  the  following  vote  was  passed  : 

Voted,  That  all  moneys  received  by  the  Grand  Treasurer  under 
the  decree  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  passed  March  13,  1867,  be,  until 
otherwise  ordered,  invested  in  liquidating  the  debts  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  that  this  vote  be  reported  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its 
next  quarterly  communication. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  held  on  the  17th  day 
of  May,  1869,  the  following  vote  was  passed : 

Voted,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  request  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  pass  the  following  order  : 

Ordered,  That  the  commutation  of  Eight  Dollars  in  full,  for 
tax  on  account  of  sinking  fund,  for  payment  of  debt  on  the 
Temple,  authorized  at  the  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  in  March 
last,  be  received  until  the  15th  day  of  November,  1869,  and  that 
after  that  date  there  shall  be  no  further  commutation  ;  but  the  tax 
of  one  dollar  per  year,  on  those  who  have  not  then  paid,  shall 
remain  as  originally  ordered. 
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On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore,  tl 
was  referred  to  R.W.  Br.  Charles  W.  Moon 
Brothers  Charles  H.  Titus  and  Baalis  Sanford,  Ji 

R.W.  Br.  Charles  Levi   Woodbury,  in  beh 
Committee  charged  to  examine  the  complaint  of 
Lodge  of  Louisiana  against  the  Grand  Orient 
made  the  following" 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  whom  the  Grand  Master  has  charged  to 
complaint  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  against  the  ( 
of  France,  arising  from  the  recognition  by  the  latter  of  a  spi 
ization  of  the  Scotch  Rite  in  Louisiana,  who  claim  to  co 
three  degrees  of  Freemasonry,  have  had  before  them  the 
ceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  and  those  c 
Chapter  of  Louisiana,  and  those  of  the  Grand  Comma 
Supreme  Councils  of  the  A.  A.  Scottish  Rite  for  the  S 
Northern  jurisdictions  of  the  United  States.  They  have  al 
carefully  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Grand  Or 
decree  of  its  Grand  Master  founded  thereon,  and  they  re] 
facts  appear  to  be  :  — 

There  are  two  jurisdictions  in  the  United  States  of  the  5 
the  Northern  and  the  Southern,  each  governed  by  a  Supn 
and  having  defined  limits  of  territory  within  which  its  powei 
Louisiana,  since  she  became  a  State,  in  1812,  has  belonged 
ern  jurisdiction.  The  pretended  Supreme  Council  for  Lot 
derived  from  the  authority  of  either  of  these  Councils,  noi 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana.  Its  history,  as  we  gatl 
report  in  the  bulletins  of  the  Grand  Orient,  is,  that  after 
Scotch  Masons  of  Louisiana  had  given  their  allegiance  to 
jurisdiction,  the  union  of  those  claiming  the  Rite  had  been  i 
the  United  States,  and  by  the  authorities  of  the  Scottish  Ri 
the  Grand  Orient  in  France,  a  man  named  Foulhouse,  who 
the  thirty-third  degree  of  the  Grand  Orient,  undertook, 
authority,  in  1858,  to  create  a  Supreme  Council  for  Lou isiai 
in  practise  the- Scotch  Rite  in  opposition  to  the  Southern  Su 
cil  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State,  who  each  denounce 
ture  and  expelled  all  those  engaged  in  it,  if  any  there  we: 
Masons,  from  the  Rites  of  Freemasonry.  The  Grand 
dciiouuced  their  illegality,  and  on  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Foulhc 
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expelled  him  from  Freemasonry,  erasing  bis  name  from  the  book  of 
gold  on  the  4th  of  February,  1859.    In  the  language  of  their  bulletin, 
the  condemnation  was  complete.1* 

Thus  branded  with  marks  of  its  fraud,  falsehood,  and  profane  origin, 
and  denied  fraternity  with  any  of  the  symbolic  or  upper  degrees  of 
Freemasonry  in  the  United  States,  the  spurious  Council  fell  into  the 
disrepute  due  to  perversity  and  ceased  to  be  heard  of  in  the  family  of 
Masons  until  the  bulletins  of  1868  brought  the  astounding  information 
that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  had  recalled 
its  condemnation  and  decreed  the  establishment  of  official  and  friendly 
relations  with  this  spuriou*  body. 

These  acts  were  done  by  the  Grand  Orient  without  notice  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  to  the  accredited  representative  of  the  Su- 
preme Council  of  the  Scottish  Rite  for  the  Southern  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  that  Council  itself,  although  its  territories  and  pow- 
ers were  the  subject  of  the  proceeding.  These  powers  entertained  ainical 
relations  with  the  Grand  Orient,  and,  therefore,  besides  graver  grounds, 
the  proceeding  is  open  to  the  reproach  of  discourtesy. 

The  report  of  the  reasons  for  the  recognition  sets  up  no  pretense  that 
the  Grand  Orient  in  1858  had  acted  under  any  mistake,  misconception, 
or  error  of  fact.  It  is  not  pretended  that  any  masonic  authority  in  the 
United  States  had  prior  or  subsequent  to  1858  recognized  this  spurious 
body,  nor  that  the  decrees  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  and 
by  the  Southern  Supreme  Council  against  such  as  had  been  Masons, 
had  been  subsequently  revoked  or  suspended. 

The  decree  therefore  places  the  Grand  Orient  in  an  attitude  of  con- 
flict with  the  existing  authorities  of  Symbolic  and  of  Scotch  Masonry  in 
Louisiana,  where  the  principles  that  determine  the  right  equally  affect 
the  masonic  authorities  in  other  States  of  this  Union.  The  gravity  of 
the  position  has  induced  your  committee  to  give  a  careful  examination 
to  the  character  of  the  intruded  body  and  to  the  legality  of  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Orient  towards  these  high  masonic  powers  in  the  United 
States.  The  report  of  M.  Hermitte,  38°,  to  the  Grand  Orient,  undoubt- 
edly as  the  result  of  imperfect  information,  fails  to  state  accurately  the 
masonic  relations  of  the  two  powers  on  whom  it  infringes.  These  errors 
we  will  point  out. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  does  not  derive  its  powers  from  the 
Supreme  Council  sitting  at  Charleston,  nor  from  any  other  Supreme 
Council  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  The  remarks  of  M.  Hermitte  concerning 
the  antecedents  historical  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  Masonry  do  not  affect 
the  history  or  character  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  any  State  in  this  Union, 
but  tend  to  mislead  those  who  so  accept  them.  The  Symbolic  or  York 
Masonry  was  already  established  and  diffused  over  the  States  of  this 


46 


ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OP 


Union  when  the  first  Supreme  Councils  of  the  Scottish  Rite  were 
established  in  the  United  States.  The  bodies  of  the  inferior  degrees 
of  that  Rite  which  had  long  previously  existed  in  these  States  were 
confined  to  speculative  divisions,  and  the  Councils  when  entering  on 
their  existence  here,  found  no  Scottish  organization  professing  the 
authority  to  confer  the  first  three  degrees  usually  called  Symbolic 
Masonry,  but  they  did  find  that  the  Lodges  of  Perfection  had  always 
taken  their  initiates  from  the  Master  Masons  made  under  the  authority 
of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  York  Rite.  Actuated  by  the  spirit  of  wisdom 
and  the  love  of  harmony,  they  forbore  to  attempt*  any  change  in  this 
respect,  and  very  soon  in  concordats  with  the  masonic  authorities  of 
the  York  Rite  of  Symbolic  Freemasonry,  they  actually  renounced  all 
pretense  of  authority  over  the  dogma  and  the  administration  of  the 
symbolic  degrees  in  the  York  rite  and  all  effort  to  establish  these  de- 
grees under  their  own  authority. 

The  separation  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  the  United  States  from  Symbolic 
Freemasonry  thus  became  complete,  and  harmony  was  established  never 
since  then  interrupted.  In  the  like  manner,  in  process  of  time  the 
Cryptic,  Templar,  and  other  Rites  were  eliminated  from  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  the  York  Rite,  and  the  exclusive  authority  over  Symbolic  Freemasonry 
both  as  to  dogma,  administration,  and  direction,  was  left  to  them 
absolute  and  entire  by  the  general  consent  of  the  Freemasons  of  all 
rites  in  each  State.  In  Louisiana  this  general  consent  of  all  rites  to 
the  exclusive  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  perfected  early,  and, 
in  1855,  absolute  unanimity  was  secured.  Thus  all  the  rites  known 
in  the  United  States  derive  their  initiates  from  those  under  obedience 
to  the  Grand  Lodges  and  begin  where  its  control  ceases,  the  mem- 
bers of  every  rite  remain  as  Freemasons  always  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  Grand  Lodges  where  they  reside,  and  a  sentence  of 
expulsion  from  the  benefits  of  Freemasonry  approved  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  destroys  the  entire  status  of  the  offenders  and  deprives  the 
condemned  of  masonic  intercourse  in  any  rite  in  the  United  States. 
That  the  recognition  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  a  pseudo  body  of  the  Scotch 
or  any  other  rite  claiming  the  power  to  form  Lodges  of  and  make  initia- 
tions into  the  first  three  degrees  of  Freemasonry  tends  to  introduce  con- 
fusion into  the  harmonious  system  and  innovations  into  the  rituals  of 
American  Freemasonry  must  be  apparent  from  this  exposition  of  facts. 
It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  deep  concern  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  these 
States  on  the  sobject  arises  from  considerations  apart  from  the  legitimacy 
of  the  intruding  body  under  Scottish  Constitutions. 

Your  Committee  are  slow  to  believe  that  a  high  masonic  power  in  rela- 
tions of  amity  would  intentionally  forego  equity  and  attempt  to  precipi- 
tate distraction  on  Freemasonry  in  the  United  States.    In  their  opinion 
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the  recognition  of  a  power  having  undisputed  boundaries  at  the  time, 
includes  its  dogmatic  exclusiveness  within  those  limits,  and  conse- 
quently without  evidence  of  subsequent  masonic  misconduct  in  ihe 
recognized,  the  Grand  Orient  could  not  with  equity  or  justice  recon- 
sider her  prior  recognition  of  the  dogmatic  exclusiveness  of  the  Grand 
I^odge  of  Louisiana  Over  Symbolic  Masonry  in  that  State. 

If  the  Freemasons  of  the  States  of  this  Union  have  the  right  to  control 
their  own  institutions  or  self-government,  it  is  clear  under  their  masonic 
law  that  the  pretended  Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana,  even  if  it  had 
legal  existence  in  the  Scottish  Rite,  would  still  be  unable  to  masonically 
convey  the  three  degrees  of  Symbolic  Masonry  to  any  person ;  and  the 
fact  cited  with  approval  by  M.  Hermitte  in  bis  report  that  this  body 
had  attempted  in  1867  or  '68  to  form  a  Lodge  for  Symbolic  Freemasonry 
in  Louisiana  would  compel  the  Grand  Lodge  there  to  expel  all  Free- 
masons connected  therewith,  and  to  refuse  all  fraternal  association. 
This  utter  masonic  incapacity  of  that  body  to  interfere  in  Symbolic 
Freemasonry  has  not  been  brought  to  the  notice  oi  the  Grand  Orient  by 
M.  Hermitte. 

There  are  other  marked  differences  between  the  organization  of  Free- 
masonry here  and  in  France  useful  to  be  considered  in  this  connection. 
WhiUt  the  Scotch,  Templar,  and  Cryptic  rites  have  national  organiza- 
tions in  the  United  States,  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States 
have  never  surrendered  any  authority  to  any  central  power,  each  State 
reserves  its  powers  entire.  When  the  interests  of  the  rite  require  it 
they  consult  together  as  widely  as  the  nature  of  the  event  requires  and 
sometimes  meet  by  delegates.  Bound  in  strict  fraternity,  none  of  them 
would  meditate  any  important  change  of  policy  without  full  conference 
with  the  others. 

In  France  there  are  two  national  authorities  over  Symbolic  Free* 
masonry.  The  Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  A.  S.  Rite  for  France,  claim- 
ing as  part  of  its  Rite,  the  first  three  degrees.  The  Grand  Orient,  which 
claims  supreme  authority  over  Symbolic  Masonry  under  all  Rites,  York, 
Scotch,  Egyptian  and  Misraim,  French  included,  and  exercises  all  these 
Rites  in  all  their  degrees.  In  this  Babel  of  Rites  it  is  only  clear  that  the 
old  York  Rite  is  not  an  exclusive  one  in  the  Grand  Orient's  hands.  For- 
merly the  Grand  Orient  elected  in  masonic  form  their  Grand  Master  in 
whom  "  the  supreme  executive,  directive,  and  administrative  power"  re- 
sided. Thus  freely  elected  was  the  Prince  Lucian  Murat,  under  whom 
the  Grand  Orient  recognized  the  Southern  Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  A. 
S.  R.  aa  the  only  sovereign  body  of  that  Rite  in  Louisiana,  and  speeded 
the  efforts  of  the  Symbolic  Masons  of  Louisiana  to  relieve  themselves 
of  the  spurious  invader  by  expelling  the  only  French-made  Scotch 
Mason  who  was  known  in  the  organization. 
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The  Emperor  of  France,  in  the  interest  of  his  peculiar  views  of  lib- 
erty, deprived  the  Grand  Orient  in  1862  of  the  power  to  elect  a  Grand 
Master  and  appointed  Field  Marshal  Magnan  to  exercise  those  duties, 
since  whose  death,  the  General  Mellinet,  we  believe,  under  the  form  of 
an  election,  has  been  permitted  by  the  Emperor  to  exercise  the  office. 

Your  committee  consider  that  the  international  relations  of  Grand 
Masonic  bodies  bear  a  close  resemblance  to  those  of  independent 
nations. 

To  avoid  natural  political  jealousy  of  an  institution  in  anyway  depend- 
ent on  foreign  authority,  Symbolic  Freemasonry  for  a  hundred  and  fifty 
years  past  has  formed  itself  in  each  country  when  once  firmly  founded 
into  an  independent  national  organization,  retaining  only  the  general  obli- 
gation to  adhere  to  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  craft  in  those  things 
essential  to  the  Rite  and  the  universality  of  its  principles.  Grand  Lodges 
have  been  introduced  into  States  to  concentrate  the  authority  of  the 
resident  fraternity,  to  preserve  the  landmarks,  prevent  innovation,  and 
to  secure  for  the  resident  fraternity  within  a  prescribed  territory  the 
benefit  of  unity  of  government.  In  the  cases  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Canada  and  of  Nova  Scotia,  arising  with  some  years1  interval,  this 
Grand  Lodge  refused  recognition  until  satisfied  that  the  petitioning 
body  actually  represented  the  substantial  unity  of  the  Freemasons  of 
the  Province.  We  still  adhere  to  the  principle.  Unlike  nations  there 
can  be  no  war  between  the  Grand  bodies  of  different  States.  A  Grand 
Lodge  is  the  exclusive  power,  because  it  represents  all  the  Freemasons 
of  the  Rite  in  the  territory,  and  as  to  foreign  powers  it  ts  the  resident 
masonic  authority  with  whom  masonic  relations  should  be  arranged. 
Hence,  in  our  view,  the  recognition  of  a  Grand  Lodge  admits  the  entire 
dogmatic  and  administrative  authority  of  those  resident  Masons  over 
the  Rite  in  their  territory.  True  it  is  that  cases  analagous  to  civil  war 
arise  among  the  lawful  Freemasons  as  to  the  control  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  which  require  the  application  of  special  principles.  Bat 
this  case  is  not  of  them ;  for  the  spurious  body  in  Louisiana  does 
not  claim  to  hold  its  Freemasonry,  although  starting  as  late  as  1858, 
either  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State  or  from  either  of  the  Su- 
preme Councils  of  the  Scottish  Rite  at  that  time  recognized  by  the  Grand 
Orient  as  the  lawful  possessors  of  the  masonic  power. 

Your  committee  are  satisfied  that  as  the  pretended  Supreme  Council 
of  Louisiana  has  had  no  right  over  the  three  degrees  of  Symbolic  Ma- 
sonry, no  person  can  be  recognized  as  a  Freemason  in  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  who  derives  his  claims  of  initiation  from  that 
source.  They  are  also  satisfied  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana 
both  before  and  since  1868  has  had  the  exclusive  authority  de  jwrt  over 
Symbolic  Masonry  in  that  State,  and  I  hat  there  exists  no  evidence  to 
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show  that  she  has  exceeded  her  authority  or  varied  from  any  landmark 
of  the  craft.  Your  committee  are  also  satisfied  that  all  the  lawfully  made 
Masons  in  that  State  have  continued  to  adhere  to  her,  and  no  Masonic 
authority  in  the  Union  has  at  any  time  recognized  any  intruder  on  her 
Symbolic  authority. 

Although  the  Grand  Orient  does  not  profess  to  invade  Louisiana,  or 
to  have  empowered  this  pretended  Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana,  yet 
this  committee  think  that  her  actions  in  withdrawing  denunciations  of 
ten  years1  standing  against  and  replacing  them  by  the  recognition  of  a 
spurious  body,  although  partly  based  on  misapprehension  of  facts  are 
inconsistent  with  her  previous  relations  of  amity  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Louisiana,  and  that  the  reasons  assigned  for  her  conduct  depart  from  the 
masonic  standard  and  fail  as  a  justification. 

This  we  will  endeavor  to  point  out.  Here  in  the  United  States  it  is 
due  to  our  happy  organization  of  the  Masonic  Rites  that  we  are  free  from 
divided  authority  over  any  Rite,  and  that  perfect  harmony  exists  between 
all  of  them.  In  France  this  division  is  greatly  deplored  by  philosophical 
Masons,  and  the  late  Grand  Master,  M.  Magnan,  frequently  made  it  the 
subject  of  his  addresses  to  the  Grand  Orient.  How  can  it  be  consistent 
with  amity  to  any  Masonic  power  in  this  Union  for  the  Grand  Orient  to 
promote  and  encourage  here  that  which  she  deplores  at  home  P  Fortu- 
nately the  pretended  Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana  is  no  institution  of 
Freemasonry ;  destitute  of  even  the  color  of  an  illegitimate  descent,  its 
pretensions  are  simply  void.  The  instincts  of  self-preservation  demand 
that  we  treat  it  as  poison  held  to  our  lips,  which,  if  permitted  to  enter 
them  would  cause  the  dissolution  of  the  body.  We  adhere  to  those 
landmarks  which  ground  the  authority  and  community  of  Freemasonry 
on  the  legitimate  succession  to  its  privileges,  and  deplore  that  any 
respectable  body  should  so  fail  in  reverence  as  to  assert  that  the  efficiency 
of  Freemasonry  can  be  promoted  by  abandoning  them.  The  report  to 
the  Grand  Orient,  while  it  admits  the  illegal  origin  of  this  pretended 
Scotch  Body,  invokes  its  recognition  on  political  considerations,  alleg- 
ing that,  notwithstanding  their  44  complete  condemnation  "  and  expul- 
sion in  1858,  these  conspirators  against  symbolic  Freemasonry  or  their 
successors  have,  in  the  year  1867  or  1868,  professed  to  charter  a  Lodge 
in  Louisiana  for  44  men  of  color."  Can  this  further  act  of  usurpation 
convert  this  counterfeit  Council  of  Anti-Masons  into  a  lawful  and  genu- 
ine masonic  authority  ? 

Your  committee  certainly  recognize  that  a  Freemason,  lawfully  made 
under  competent  authority,  has  an  equal  right  to  the  privileges  of  Free- 
masonry whether  he  is  of  the  Caucasian  race  or  of  any  other  race  of  men 
existing  in  the  world.  And,  in  connection  with  this  proposition,  they 
report  that  it  is  not  pretended  or  assumed,  either  in  the  report  to  or  the 
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decree  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient,  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Louisiana  or  her  subordinates  have  wronged  any  brother  of  any  race 
lawfully  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  Freemasonry. 

Your  committee  hold  it  equally  certain  that  no  man  of  any  race  can, 
by  his  will,  become  a  Mason  and  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  a  Ma- 
son without  the  sanction  of  competent  masonic  authority,  and  without 
first  passing  through  the  ordeals  prescribed  by  such  authority  and  under 
its  direction.  The  regulations  for  the  conferring  of  Freemasonry,  as 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  are  substantially 
the  same  as  those  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  in  general  use  in  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  That  there  has  been  no  exception  taken  to 
the  conduct  of  that  Grand  Lodge  is  clearly  admitted  by  the  report  to 
the  Grand  Orient,  which  says  that  their  view  "  has  nothing  hostile  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana." 

In  our  view  of  the  obligation  of  legitimate  initiation  into  the  craft,  the 
persons  whom  this  spurious  Body  seek  to  entrap  would  find  it  to  their 
welfare  to  avoid  the  doors  of  a  Body  whose  spurious  origin  and  false 
pretensions  are  under  a  complete  condemnation  by  the  Masonic  Frater- 
nity of  the  United  States ;  and  the  Grand  Orient  itself  would  have  shown 
more  concern  for  the  pockets  and  the  future  character  of  the  ostensible 
objects  of  its  philanthropy  had  it  foregone  the  effort  to  ignore  the  ex- 
clusive rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  and  to  recommend  to 
the  outside  world  the  steps  of  sitting.with  expelled  Masons,  in  a  spu- 
rious body,  fraudulently  attempting  to  usurp  the  control  and  divide  the 
unity  of  Symbolic  Masonry  as  the  true  ways  and  means  of  admission 
among  the  lawful  Freemasons  of  the  United  States. 

Is  the  lawful  authority  of  the  Freemasons  of  Louisiana  assembled  in 
Grand  Lodge  over  Symbolic  Freemasonry  to  be  set  aside,  and  are  ex- 
pulsions from  Freemasonry  of  ten  years'  standing  to  be  disregarded, 
because  the  expelled,  condemned,  and  spurious,  have,  in  1867,  invited 
certain  "  men  of  color"  not  Freemasons  to  join  their  ranks?  How- 
ever much  "  men  of  color,"  who  are  not  Masons,  are  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  a  broad  general  philanthropy,  we  cannot  admit  that  there 
resides  in  them  any  masonic  power  to  supersede  the  rule  of  Free- 
masons in  Masonry.  In  this  country,  where  Freemasons  are  not  a 
political  party,  the  theory  of  the  Grand  Orient  in  rendering  Free- 
masonry subservient  to  political  objects,  is  revolutionary  of  its  land- 
marks ;  and  if  once  admitted,  would  convert  our  Lodges  into  debating 
clubs  where  the  advocates  and  opponents  of  any  or  all  political,  social, 
and  religious  change  would  be  free  to  press  their  views  and  institute 
new  masonic  tests  in  their  behalf.  The  decree  of  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Orient,  dated  Nov.  6,  1868,  asserts  that  the  Grand  Orient 
"  was  among  the  first  Masonic  powers  to  become  a  propagandist,"  and 
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that  he  "is  desirous  of  encouraging  the  said  Supreme  Council  in  the 
philanthropical  course  on  which  it  has  entered." 

All  this  is  very  foreign  to  our  ideas  of  the  duties  of  Freemasonry. 
With  us  its  teachings  as  an  institution  are  esoteric,  and  our  Lodges  are 
not  the  apostles  of  any  exoteric  doctrines.  According  to  our  honored 
usages  they  cannot  go  out  into  the  market-places  in  search  of  proselytes, 
nor  scramble  with  the  free  citizens  in  the  outside  world  in  a  race  of  pro- 
pagandism. 

Beyond  this  there  is  an  implication  in  the  excuses  for  this  unmasonic 
act,  incidentally  thrust  forward  in  the  report  and  decree  which  is  offen- 
sive to  the  Freemasons  of  America,  inasmuch  as  •  it  assumes  that  their 
masonic  organization  is  subordinate  to  some  higher  authority  which 
their  Emperor  has  reposed  in  his  General  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Orient,  who  as  custos  morum  and  propagandist  of  imperial  philan- 
thropy interferes  to  regulate  Freemasonry  in  the  United  States  by  vest- 
ing its  control  in  a  spurious  Council  of  Louisiana  recognized  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  this  in  vesture.  We  do  recall  that  lately  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people  of  Mexico  was  taken  from  them  and  invested  by  him  in  a 
spurious  Emperor  as  their  supreme  authority.  We  acknowledge  his 
skill  in  the  science  of  imperialism ;  but,  as  we  are  incredulous  of  belief 
that  the  authority  of  the  Spirit  of  Light  has  transmigrated  from  the 
Freemasons  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Louisiana  into  his  person,  we  cannot 
take  light  from  that  source .  The  unhappy  fate  of  that  ill-starred  at- 
tempt in  Mexico  points  a  political  moral,  not  pertinent  in  institutions 
which,  like  Freemasonry,  rest  on  moral  influences  alone  for  their  exist- 
ence and  continuance. 

The  decree  conveys  no  information  whether  this  assumption  over 
American  Freemasonry  was  instigated  by  the  policy  of  the  Emperor  or 
originates  with  M.  Mellinet ;  —  to  have  done  so,  might  in  the  one  case  les- 
sen the  influence  the  Emperor  might  seek  to  establish,  by  conveying  his 
policy  through  a  mouth  that  dare  not  speak  contrary  to  his  desires. 

Our  suspicions  that  this  attitude  originates  in  political  policy  are  en- 
forced by  various  historical  reminiscences  connected  with  the  fact  that 
it  repeals  a  decree  made  by  the  last  Grand  Master  who  was  elected  to 
the  chair  before  the  Emperor  assumed  its  dogmatic  and  directive 
powers,  in  which  the  lofty  regard  borne  by  the  Grand  Orient  to  its  obli- 
gations of  amity,  commanded  the  respect  of  the  masonic  world. 

The  Freemasons  of  France  will  not  deem  us  unfraternal  if  we  claim 
the  same  spirit  of  independence  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  France  manifested  under  its  chief,  the  late 
M.  Viennet,  whom  the  Emperor's  Grand  Master  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
Marshal  Magnan,  had  summoned  in  1862  to  submit  to  his  politically 
imposed  authority.    That  learned  and  venerable  chief  replied,  44  If  the 
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Emperor  thinks  right  to  dissolve  us,  I  shall  submit  without  a  protest; 
but  as  no  power  obliges  us  to  be  Masons  in  spite  of  ourselves,  for  my 
own  part  I  shall  withdraw  myself  from  your  domination."  The  conse- 
quence of  this  was  that  the  Supreme  Council  in  France  still  retains  a 
self-governing  masonic  authority. 

The  Freemasons  of  the  United  States,  animated  by  a  like  spirit,  will 
repel  a  dictation  made  in  disregard  of  their  masonic  right  of  self-gov- 
ernment. Their  Grand  Lodges,  the  exclusive  possessors  of  Symbolic 
Freemasonry  in  the  several  States,  and  responsible  for  its  purity  and 
prosperity,  will  protect  their  authority  with  dignity  and  energy.  Their 
masonic  brethren  made  at  home  shall  be  of  the  selection  of  the  Freema- 
sons themselves,  and  their  intercourse  with  the  masonic  authorities  of 
other  nations  shall  be  confined  to  those  who,  acting  on  the  divine  role  of 
doing  to  others  as  we  would  others  shall  do  to  us,  will  refrain  from 
disturbing  our  internal  organization  and  from  fomenting  political  agita- 
tion in  our  calm  asylums. 

The  position  of  American  Freemasonry  in  relation  to  political  ques- 
tions may  not  be  as  well  known  in  Europe  as  it  is  here.  The  Lodges  of 
Freemasonry  here  have  no  connection  with  the  party  politics  of  the 
country,  and  claim  no  authority  over  the  political  views  of  their  mem- 
bers. All  parties  and  all  religions  known  here  are  largely  represented 
in  our  Lodges  without  any  known  predominance  or  distinction.  By  our 
masonic  law  neither  politics  nor  creeds  can  be  discussed  in  a  Lodge,  and 
consequently  men  of  all  ideas  meet  upon  a  common  level  around  our 
altars,  suppress  for  the  time  the  fanaticism  of  their  political  and  reli- 
gious ideas,  commune  in  fraternity  and  part  in  peace,  well  pleased  that 
we  enjoy  one  place  and  one  phase  of  our  lives  where  and  when  with  our 
judgments  unclouded  by  political  asperities,  we  may  recognize  each 
other's  virtues  and  merits  and  cultivate  a  fraternity  of  love  whose  en- 
lightened creed  acknowledges  the  individuality  of  every  Mason's  politi- 
cal and  religious  creed  and  respects  his  free  exercise  thereof. 

"The  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge  expressly  provides,  Part  5, 
Sect.  9, —  It  shall  not  be  permitted  to  introduce  political  or  other  exciting 
topics  for  discussion  in  any  Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction.11  So  tho- 
roughly do  we  live  up  to  the  spirit  of  this  injunction  that  your  commit- 
tee are  not  aware  of  an  instance  where  political  considerations  have  influ- 
enced an  election  of  officers  of  a  Lodge. 

Our  predecessors  in  Freemasonry,  considering  that  the  political 
governments  of  this  country  were  organized  on  the  principles  of  Jeffer- 
son, that  error  is  not  dangerous,  so  long  as  speech  and  reason  are  free 
to  combat  it,  and  also  that  a  free  organization,  free  speech  and  a  free 
press  through  which  to  appeal  to  reason  are  permitted  for  every  theory 
of  philanthropy  and  progress,  warned  us  to  preserve  Freemasonry 
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separate  from  politics  in  order  that  its  usefulness  should  be  exercised 
free  from  external  dictation  or  animosity.  Hence  we  have  no  alliance 
with  any  political  party  and  we  reject  no  man  for  his  politics.  Hence 
also  we  do  not  invade  the  exoteric  or  profane  world  to  seek  proselytes 
for  our  institution  or  to  become  propagandists  of  its  creed. 

Many  of  our  older  brethren  often  recall  to  us  the  only  persecution 
our  institution  ever  underwent  in  the  United  States.  They  then  re- 
pelled accusations  that  its  object  was  political  influence  based  on  similar 
charges  made  during  the  last  century  on  European  Freemasonry. 
When  we  succeeded  after  a  long  struggle  in  showing  the  falsehood  of 
this  charge  as  applied  here,  the  conflict  ceased  and  our  institution  gath- 
ered renewed  vigor.  We  do  not  court  another  turmoil.  In  the  United 
States  general  philanthropy  is  included  in  the  domain  of  party  politics 
and  no  masonic  law  prescribes  how  far  a  Freemason  shall  engage  in  it, 
or  the  side  he  shall  take.  Whatever  our  individual  opinions  may  be  on 
politics,  we  all  agree  that  we  cannot  be  too  careful  to  preserve 
masonic  institutions  from  becoming  the  theatre  of  contested  political 
opinion.  When  acting  as  individuals  in  the  political  world  we  are  not 
insensible  to  the  claims  of  political  philanthropy,  although  it  concerns 
us  not  as  Masons  to  speak  of  it,  yet  the  public  know  that  no  brains  or 
hearts  in  the  country  have  shown  according  to  their  various  lights  and 
judgments  more  zeal  for  the  progress  of  the  moral,  physical,  religious, 
and  intellectual  well  being  of  man. 

Our  French  brethren  ought  not  to  regard  it  as  a  reproach  to  us  that 
contrary  to  some  of  their  theories,  perhaps  from  our  living  under  repub- 
lican institutions,  we  all  have  considered  that  the  proper  place  for  poli- 
tics is  outside  of  the  Lodge ;  and  that  the  institution  here  should  not  be 
used  for  political  or  philanthropic  propagandism  among  the  profane. 
Masonic  philanthropy,  as  we  understand  and  practise  it,  is  an  obligation 
towards  brother  Masons,  and  this  we  sedulously  practise.  Freemasons 
in  America  learnt,  in  1862,  that  the  Emperor  of  France,  either  distrust- 
ing that  the  Masons,  under  obedience  to  the  Grand  Orient,  mingled 
politics  with  Freemasonry,  or  having  political  purposes  to  effect,  de- 
prived those  Masons  of  "  the  executive  and  directive11  control  of  their 
Order,  and  appointed  a  Grand  Master  of  his  own,  to  whose  authority 
they  submitted.  In  conformity  to  our  views  of  masonic  reciprocity,  we 
did  not  interfere  as  "apostles"  of  philanthropy  or  liberty  to  alter  our 
relations  of  amity,  or  to  disturb  the  peace  of  French  organizations. 
Should  not  those  now  charged  with*  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Orient 
have  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  a  like  comity? 

Your  committee  have  only  incidentally  referred  to  the  legal  authori- 
ties of  the  Scotch  Rite ;  —  they  have  looked  on  this  matter  in  its  relations 
towards  the  Symbolic  Freemasonry  of  the  United  States.   This  has 
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been  intruded  upon,  and  the  Grand  Orient  offers  open  encouragement 
to  those  who  disregard  its  landmarks,  tendering  its  fellowship  in  their 
efforts  to  subvert  masonic  self-government  in  the  United  States.  Such 
a  violation  of  amity  and  masonic  obligation  is  grave.  Every  masonic 
authority  here  will  oppose  a  route  on  which  the  first  step  is  to  destroy 
the  authority  of  our  Grand  Lodges,  the  next  to  ruin  our  harmony,  and 
the  last,  like  the  Grand  Orients,  may  be  on  the  wreck  of  our  own  free- 
dom. This  Grand  Lodge  clings  to  ancient  Masonry,  and  relying  on 
the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe,  will  not  fail  to  perform  its 
duties  of  fraternity  to  those  lawfully  entitled  thereto,  and  will  sustain 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  while  she  adheres  to  those  principles  of 
Symbolic  Freemasonry  which  were  first  planted  in  America  in  the  juris- 
diction of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  have  since  spread  their  kindly  influ- 
ences through  the  Continent. 

Your  Committee  report  as  their  conclusions  — 

1.  That  the  pretended  Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana  for  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  is  a  spurious  non-masonic  body ;  and  that  no 
person  claiming  to  have  been  made  a  Mason  through  its  authority  has 
any  right  to  fraternal  privileges  of  Freemasonry. 

2.  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  has  been  wounded  and  injured 
in  her  just  and  lawful  prerogatives  and  relations  by  the  decree  of  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France. 

Your  Commii tee  further  remark  that  if  their  conclusions  are  accep- 
table to  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  Mason  of  this  jurisdiction  cannot  sit  in  any 
Lodge  of  the  Grand  Orient's  jurisdiction  where  any  person  claiming 
from  the  pretended  Council  of  Louisiana  is  present.  They  have  for- 
borne to  recommend  at  this  time  the  absolute  discontinuance  of  inter- 
course with  the  Grand  Orient  because  perceiving  that  body  to  have  been 
misled  in  some  important  particulars,  they  cherish  the  hope  that  she 
will  magnanimously  disclaim  the  hostility  towards  Blue  Masonry  in  the 
United  States  which  her  attitude  evinces,  and  reconsider  the  step  which 
has  provoked  the  just  umbrage  of  the  Masonic  powers  of  the  United 
States. 

All  which  is  respectfuly  submitted. 

Chas.  Levi  Woodbury. 
Chas.  W.  Moore. 
Lucius  R.  Paige. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  accepted :  — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from 
a  committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  having  in 
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e  the  remains  of  the  late  Grand  Master,  Allyn  Weston, 
dorado,  have   attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and 

ctfully  report, — 

at  from  the  letter  received,  your  committee  was  informed 
s  the  intention  of  the  New  York  committee  to  proceed  with 
Jody  to  Duxbiiry,  the  place  for  its  final  deposit,  and 
to  superintend  the  burial  with  masonic  ceremonies;  we 
ed  it,  therefore,  uncalled  for  to  add  to  that  committee.  Your 
lit  tee,  however,  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Secretary 
e  Lodge  at  Duxbury,  asking  the  Lodge  there  to  attend  the 
al  obsequies,  and  they  promptly  and  faithfully  performed 
luty. 

ice  the  return  of  the  New  York  committee,  they  have  in- 
sd  us  that  every  thing  was  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
irned,  and  for  the  honor  of  our  deceased  brother. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

William  Parkman. 
Solon  Thornton. 
John  McClellan. 

mt  June  8,  18GG. 

is  following  Lodges  presented  amendments  to  their  By- 
i  for  approval,  viz.  :  John  Warren,  Corinthian,  Eliot, 
pette,  aod  St.  Mark's ;  and  were,  on  motion,  referred  to 
Br.  William  D.  Coolidge,  W.  Brothers  George  H. 
ens  and  Ruel  J.  Walker. 

feg  following  petition  was  received,  aud  referred  to  the 

I  Committee. 

f  Matt  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

ie  undersigned,  having  worked  under  a  dispensation  for  Faith 

;e,  Charlestown,  granted  June  10,  a.l.  5868,  now  return  the 

,  with  the  records  of  their  acts,  under  its  authority. 

key  also  transmit  the  proper  returns  of  the  Lodge,  and  a  copy 

e  By-Laws,  For  approval. 
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They  respectfully  ask  that  they  may  be  constituted  and  char- 
tered a  regular  Lodge,  with  the  rights  and  privileges  thereto 
appertaining. 

William  H.  Kent.      Henry  W.  Bragg. 
John  B.  Norton.       James  W.  Poor. 
James  Swords.  Daniel  Williams. 

Francis  W.  Prat.  James  Adams,  Jr. 
Chas.  F.  Fairbanks.   A.  J.  Bailet. 

The  following  invitation  was  received,  and,  on  motion  of 
R.W.  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore,  it  was  Voted,  That  the  invi- 
tation be  accepted,  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  be  represented 
by  its  officers. 

Nkwbuxtfort,  May  14,  1869. 
To  ike  Most  Wonhipjtd  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Masonic  Bodies  of  this  city  propose  to  celebrate  the  coming 
anniversary  of  St.  John's  Day,  and  have  invited  all  the  Lodges 
within  this  jurisdiction.  And  it  is  the  sincere  desire  of  the  breth-* 
ren  of  this  city  to  receive  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  as 
their  guests. 

Hoping  that  we  may  be  honored  by  your  presence  with  us  on 
that  day,  we  remain  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 
James  W.  Chenet,  John  N.  Pike, 

Cor.  Secretary.  Chairman  Com. 

A  complaint  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  against 
Mount  Hollifl  Lodge,  was  received,  and  referred  to  B.W.  Br. 
Charles  R.  Train  and  W.  Brothers  J.  Dillingham  and  W. 
H.  Chessman. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  accepted :  — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the 
retiring  Grand  Master  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  the  address  of 
the  Grand  Master  on  his  installation,  have  considered  the  matters 
presented  therein,  and  beg  leave  to  report : 

In  both  addresses,  reference  is  made  to  the  importance  of 
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making  some  different  provision  with  regard  to  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors ;  and  in  order  to  carry  out  these  suggestions,  the  committee 
propose  an  amendment  to  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

As  the  M.W.  Grand  Master,  at  the  last  communication,  called 
the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  several  subjects  in  a  more 
definite  form,  in  a  special  address  which  has  been  referred  to  by 
another  committee,  it  is  not  necessary  to  allude  to  any  of  them  in 
this  report. 

The  exhibition  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
made  in  the  two  addresses  referred  to  this  committee,  evince  the 
importance  of  the  strictest  economy  on  the  part  of  her  officers, 
and  of  the  assertion  and  enforcement  of  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  to  which  she  is  entitled.  One  of  the  primary  objects 
which  induced  the  Grand  Lodge  to  accept,  for  the  second  time,  a 
charter  from  the  Legislature,  was  not  only  that  she  might  have 
the  right  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  (for  that  could  be  done, 
as  heretofore,  through  the  intervention  of  trustees),  but  that  the 
real  estate,  which  she  held  and  occupied  for  her  own  purposes, 
might  be  exempt  from  taxation.  The  committee  deem  it  proper 
to  suggest  to  the  Directors,  that  it  will  require  very  prompt 
action  on  their  part  to  secure  for  the  present  year  the  very  im- 
portant benefit  of  this  immunity  to  which  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  a 
charitable  corporation,  is  entitled  under  the  general  law. 

The  Past  Grand  Master  refers  in  his  retiring  address  to  the  ex- 
traordinary embarrassments  under  which  he  was  called  to  pre- 
side in  protecting  the  credit  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  her  financial 
straits,  and  to  the  painful  necessity  which  compelled  him  to  resort 
to  his  highest  prerogative  in  enforcing  her  orders  and  decrees. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  he  was  first  installed  after  the  corner- 
stone of  this  Temple  was  laid,  and  after  the  main  design  of  the 
building  was  decided  upon,  and  that  he  thus  entered  upon  a 
field  which  his  predecessors  had  strewn  with  the  seeds  of  most 
perplexing  difficulties,  it  must  be  unanimously  conceded  that  he 
is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  firmness, 
fidelity,  and  unremitting  exertions  with  which  he  carried  out  her 
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great  purpose,  for  the  initiation  of  which  he  was  in  no  degree 
officially  responsible. 

As  to  the  paramount  obligation  resting  upon  the  whole  Fra- 
ternity of  this  jurisdiction,  to  come  forward  promptly  and  heartily, 
and  relieve  the  Grand  Lodge  from  her  financial  burden,  there  can 
be  no  question  whatever.  The  Directors  were  ordered  to  erect 
this  Temple  when  it  was  well  known  that,  after  the  foundations 
were  laid,  the  Grand  Lodge  had  no  funds  with  which  to  erect 
the  superstructure.  At  that  time  the  plans  of  the  Temple  were 
made  public,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  could  be  com- 
prehended. The  Ancient  Israelites,  in  their  daily  tasks  under 
Pharaoh,  when  ordered  to  make  bricks,  demanded  "Straw"; 
and  the  Directors  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  when  ordered  to  erect  this 
Temple  without  money,  simply  required  the  credit  of  the  Grand 
Lodge ;  and  when  that  was  counted  in  the  money  market  as  no 
better  than  the  cheap  material  which  satisfied  the  Israelites,  the 
Directors  were,  fortunately,  able  to  resort  to  the  personal  credit 
and  private  resources  of  prominent  brethren,  who  did  place 
reliance  upon  masonic  faith  and  upon  the  assurances  and  votes  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  Without  their  timely  aid,  this  great,  under- 
taking—  the  successful  consummation  of  which  is  now  our  great 
glory  —  would  have  ended  in  failure  and  disgrace.  Their  most 
valuable  services  will  be  gratefully  remembered  by  the  Fraternity 
so  long  as  masonic  rites  shall  be  observed  within  these  walls. 

This  Temple  was  projected  upon  the  expectation,  distinctly  put 
forth  in  the  addresses  of  former  Grand  Masters,  communicated 
to  all  the  subordinate  Lodges,  that  the  whole  Fraternity  would  be 
called  upon  to  provide  what  means  would  be  required  after  the 
funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  exhausted.  Our  Fraternity,  now 
numbering  twenty  thousand,  and  constantly  increasing,  can  readily 
shoulder  the  burden,  without  feeling  it  to  bear  upon  them,  and 
while  the  debt  is  annually  diminishing,  the  building  is  increasing 
in  value,  and  gives  promise,  at  a  day  not  far  distant,  of  justifying 
the  expectations  of  those  who  projected  it. 

The  committee,  in  conclusion,  propose  for  the  consideration  of 
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the  Grand  Lodge  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  amendment  to 
the  Constitutions,  which  is  designed  to  give  greater  permanency 
to  the  Board  of  Directors,  while  at  the  same  time  it  extends  the 
range  from  which  a  portion  may  be  elected. 

G.  Washington  Warren. 

Charles  Levi  Woodbury. 

Charles  W.  Moore. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  Sec.  2,  Art.  I,  Part  I,  as  relates  to 
the  constitution  and  election  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Corporation,  be  amended  as  follows : 

The  Board  of  Directors  shall,  after  the  present  year,  be  consti- 
tuted as  follows,  viz.  —  The  Grand  Master  (and  in  his  absence 
the  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  act  and  preside  in  his  stead)  and 
eight  other  members  to  be  elected,  four  of  whom  shall  be  permanent 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  four  may  be  elected  from  the 
members  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  iu  the  jurisdiction,  who,  while 
they  are  Directors,  shall  be  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  At  the 
next  Annual  Election,  four  Directors  shall  be  elected  to  hold  for  one 
year,  and  four  for  two  years,  two  of  each  class  shall  be  perma- 
nent members;  and  thereafter  four  Directors  shall  be  elected 
annually  in  the  same  manner,  to  hold  for  two  years.  Vacancies 
may  be  filled  at  any  regular  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  the  persons  elected  shall  serve  during  the  residue  of  the  term 
of  their  predecessors.  The  Board  of  Directors  may  choose  their 
own  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  G.  Washington  Warren,  the 
above  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  referred 
to  R.W.  Brothers  G.  Washington  Warren,  Charles  C. 
Dame,  Benjamin  Dean,  Charles  R.  Train,  and  Charles  Levi 
Woodbury. 

R.W.  Br.  John  A.  Goodwin,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee 
appointed  at  the  last  Quarterly  Communication  to  select  a 
place  in  the  Masonic  Temple  for  the  bust  of  R.W.  Br. 
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William  Sutton,  made  the  following  report,  wljich  was 
accepted :  — 

Ik  Grand  Lodge,  June  9,  6869. 
To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts: — 

Your  committee,  appointed  at  the  last  quarterly  communica- 
tion to  select  a  place  in  the  Masonic  Temple  for  the  bust  of  our 
R.W.  Br.,  William  Sutton,  have  performed  that  duty,  and  here- 
with present  their  work  for  inspection,  trusting  that  as  it  is  viewed 
from  the  South,  the  West,  and  the  East,  and  tried  with  the  Plumb, 
the  Level,  and  the  Square,  it  will  be  found  that  the  craftsmen 
have  done  their  duty. 

In  commencing  their  labors,  your  committee  found  so  many 
eligible  localities  that  they  had  difficulty  in  agreeing  upon  the 
most  desirable  place ;  but  at  length  they  were  unanimous  in  the 
conclusion  that  Sutton  Hall  was  the  proper  apartment  to  be 
adorned  with  the  effigies  of  him  whose  name  it  bears.  We 
further  concluded  that  its  place  should  be  near  the  right  of  the 
oriental  chair,  so  that,  in  turning  towards  that  centre  of  authority, 
the  brethren  should  forever  behold  among-its  supporters  this  coun- 
terfeit presentment,  as  they  long  have  seen,  and  trust  for  many, 
many  years  still  to  see,  the  manly  form  and  beaming  countenance 
of  the  original. 

The  fact  that  your  committee  found  several  good  positions  for 
this  beautiful  sculpture,  should  be  very  suggestive  to  the  Frater- 
nity. We  have  in  our  circle  many  brothers  whose  store  of 
corn,  oil,  and  wine  has  been  abundantly  increased,  and  who  are 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  legitimate  reward  of  work  well  performed 
and  obligations  faithfully  observed. 

To  such  we  commend  the  liberal  example  of  R.W.  Br.  Winslow 
Lewis,  who  has  contributed  this  fine  work  of  art  for  the  double 
purpose  of  ornamenting  our  Temple  and  commemorating  the 
masonic  virtues  of  a  distinguished  brother.  Our  Grand  Lodge,  in 
its  masonic  affluence,  has  many  on  its  rolls  worthy  of  like  honor* 
The  well-known  modesty  of  the  donor  in  the  present  case,  pre- 
vents us  from  naming  one  of  the  most  prominent. 
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In  all  ages  of  civilization,  respect  and  gratitude  for  eminent 
merit  have  found  expression  through  painting  and  sculpture. 
Thus  have  been  preserved  not  merely  the  form  and  features  of 
the  great  and  good,  but  also  the  example  of  their  lives.  Heroes, 
scholars,  and  philanthropists,  whose  very  names  would  soon  have 
passed  from  common  recollection,  have,  through  the  portrait  and 
statue,  continued  to  teach  successive  generations,  and  have  for 
centuries  led  the  world  to  emulate  their  virtues. 

We  all  vividly  remember  our  former  Temple  on  this  site,  swept 
away  so  recently  by  conflagration.  In  its  Corinthian  Hall,  as  we 
gazed  on  that  long  line  of  portraits,  bringing  us  face  to  face  with 
each  of  our  Past  Grand  Masters,  from  Henry  Price  and  Joseph 
Warren,  down,  how  we  felt  the  influence  of  their  characters ! 
We  seemed  to  be  sharing  their  labors  and  following  their  leader- 
ship. We  forgot  the  passing  generations,  and  remembered  only 
the  spirit  of  Masonry,  that  knows  nothing  of  time  and  triumphs 
over  the  grave. 

This  was  our  ValhaUa^and  here  our  heroes  lived  and  kindly 
looked  down  on  us,  who  humbly  toiled  on  our  way  toward  that 
celestial  degree  which  so  many  of  them  had  attained.  Since 
those  faces  have  disappeared,  the  influences  of  the  place  have 
been  weakened  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  Order  less  visibly 
felt. 

May  we  not  trust  that  private  generosity  will  soon  restore  that 
long  series  of  portraits,  representing  the  links  in  our  u  apostolic 
succession,"  so  that  when  we  come  up  to  our  Temple,  we  may  once 
more  feel  the  magnetic  presence  of  those  worthy  leaders  who  laid 
deep  and  strong  the  foundations  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  who  care- 
fully guided  it  in  the  days  of  its  early  prosperity,  and  in  the  time 
of  adversity  remained  true  to  their  charge,  — 44  faithful  among 
the  faithless  found  "? 

This  benefaction  of  R.W.  Br.  Lewis,  in  placing  before  us  the 
life-like  bust  of  one  who  in  nearly  all  the  subordinate  positions  of 
trust  and  labor  has  so  long  adorned  Masonry, —  whose  presence 
has  been  so  constant  a  pleasure  to  us,  and  whose  munificence  in 
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the  decoration  and  equipment  of  this  hall  named  in  his  honor,  — 
is  well  calculated  to  stimulate  others  to  like  presentations. 

May  the  craft  who  have  learned  so  many  noble  lessons  from 
Fast  Grand  Master  Lewis,  mark  well  the  instruction  he  now 
gives.  Let  the  pencil  and  the  chisel  of  the  artist  be  liberally  em- 
ployed, and  as  the  canvas  glows  and  the  marble  warms  into  the 
semblance  of  life,  our  Temple  shall  become  not  only  the  Mecca 
to  which  we  make  our  periodical  pilgrimages  from  all  sections  of 
our  commonwealth,  but  it  shall  also  be  the  Pantheon  of  Masonry, 
where  the  features  of  those  whom  our  Order  loves  to  honor  as  its 
guardians  and  guides,  shall  become  familiar  to  our  eyes,  while 
their  bright  masonic  virtues  are  more  and  more  deeply  engraved 
on  our  hearts. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

John  A.  Goodwin. 

G.  Washington  Warren. 

Charles  W.  Moore. 

The  Committee  on  proceedings  of  Mt.  Zion  Lodge  against 
J.  Martin  Gorham,  made  the  following  report :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  June  9, 1869. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Mount  Zion  Lodge,  Barre,  in  the  case  of  J.  Martin 
Gorham,  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them  and  respectfully 
report,  — 

That  the  record  in  this  case  is  as  follows,  viz. :  "  To  the  Wor- 
shipful Master,  Wardens,  and  Brethren  of  Mount  Zion  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Whereas,  J.  Martin  Gorham,  a 
member  of  said  Lodge,  is  charged  with  habitual  intoxication,  and 
greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  feelings  of  the  Brethren,  and  in  strict 
violation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Fraternity,  we  respect* 
fully  ask  that  the  matter  be  properly  brought  before  the  Lodge, 
and  dealt  with  accordingly.  Barre,  Dec.  27,  1868." 

To  this  recital  the  names  of  twelve  persons  are  appended, 
together  with  the  words  "  A  true  copy  of  the  charge, 

44  Henry  J.  Shattuck,  Sec.  Mt.  Zion  Lodge." 
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lie  record  then  proceeds  as  follows:  "Barre,  January  28, 
9-  I  this  day  served  notice  on  J.  Martin  Gorham,  by  giving 
l  in  Wind  an  ;i trusted  copy  of  the  charge  against  him,  and  sum- 
led  him  to  appear  and  defend  his  case  on  February  10,  1869, 
even  o'clock,  f,m, 

*  "  Barre,  February  10, 1869. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  Mount  Zion  Lodge  this  day  held,  J. 
rtin  Gorham  was  present,  and  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge 
light  against  him  ;  and  the  ballot  was  passed,  and  the  Lodge 
id  unanimously  to  suspend  J.  Martin  Gorham  indefinitely  from 
the  privileges  of  Masonry." 

1 A  true  copy  of  the  records  of  Mount  Zion  Lodge  in  said  case. 

Henry  J.  Shattuck,  Secretary  Mt.  Zion  Lodge." 
is  this  is  the  entire  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  case,  and 
imply  a  t  rati  script  of  the  records  of  the  Lodge,  as  certified  to 
the  Secretary,  it  must  be  taken  as  an  exposition  of  all  that  was 
e  by  Mount  Zion  Lodge  in  regard  to  the  respondent.    If  he 

Dot  appeared  at  the  tyne  assigned  and  pleaded  guilty,  as  the 
>rd  says,  to  the  charge,  it  would  have  been  impossible  under 

regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  upon  the  principles 
eh  should  govern  masonic  trials,  to  have  sustained  any  part  of 
action  of  the  Lodge  in  this  case.  This  record,  aiming,  as  it 
loubtedly  does,  at  brevity,  omits  many  substantial  facts  and 
ements  which,  under  other  circumstances,  might  have  been 
l!  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  respondent  —  facts,  the 
ear  a  nee  and  statement  of  which  the  Grand  Regulations  pro- 
be and  require.  That  which  should  clearly  and  distinctly 
ear  in  this  case  is  left  to  mere  inference.  In  the  first  place, 
re  h  bo  charge  distinctly  made  against  the  respondent,  but  only 
icital  that  a  charge  is  preferred,  and  from  this  recital  aZone, 
Sag  to  its  peculiar  phraseology,  it  is  perhaps  doubtful  whether 
injury  to  the  feelings  of  the  brethren  and  the  violation  of  the 
eg  and  regulations  of  the  Fraternity  have  occurred  through  the 
posed  guilt  of  the  respondent,  or  by  the  act  of  some  persons 
accusing  kirn  of  the  wrong.    So  that  if  the  record  ended 
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here,  it  .would  be  difficult  under  the  rules  of  grammatical  con* 
strution  to  say  whether  the  matter  to  be  investigated  was  the 
wrongful  act  of  J.  Martin  Gorham,  or  that  of  his  accusers.  The 
remaining  portion  of  the  record,  however,  enables  us  to  dissolve 
this  doubt,  and  to  fix  upon  Gorham  as  the  true  object  of  accusa- 
tion. There  is,  therefore,  no  charge,  or  this  •cital  must  be  taken 
to  be  the  charge  itself,  however  defective.  It  was  signed  by  twelve 
persons,  who  are  not  alleged  to  be  members  of  Mount  Zion 
Lodge,  or  Masons,  or  in  any  manner  entitled  to  bring  a  charge 
against  a  member  of  that  Lodge,  or  to  have  him  cited  for  trial. 
Undoubtedly  these  persons  were  members,  but  the  fact  should  have 
appeared  by  the  record,  and  not  have  been  left  to  inference.  It 
would  have  been  just  as  easy  to  have  made  the  accusation  in 
writing,  as  the  Grand  Regulations  provide,  and  to  have  said  dis- 
tinctly that  it  was  preferred  by  a  member  of  the  Lodge,  and  that 
the  Secretary  to  whom  it  had  been  given  in  charge  by  the  Master 
had  served  the  respondent  with  the  proper  notice,  of  which  a  copy 
should  have  been  appended,  and  that  a  meeting  of  the  Lodge  was 
specially  notified  and  convened  for  the  examination  of  the  charge. 
In  all  such  cases,  it  should  appear  clearly  by  the  record  that  every 
thing  has  been  done  which  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
prescribe.  And  your  committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  all  the  Lodges  to  whom  the  disagreeable  responsibility 
of  trying  a  member  shall  hereafter  come,  to  the  necessity  as  well 
as  the  obvious  propriety  of  strict  conformity  to  the  regulations  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  not  only  in  the  conduct  of  the  proceedings 
before  and  at  the  trial,  but  in  the  preparation  of  the  record  in  the 
case.  This  is  the  clear  right  of  the  respondent,  and  the  least 
which  any  Lodge  can  do  is  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  the 
regulations  which  have  been  established  to  direct  the  trial.  In 
the  spirit  of  a  large  and  comprehensive  charity,  the  Lodge  may 
sometimes  do  much  more  than  this.  In  case  any  Lodge  shall 
hereafter  be  in  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  their  record  of  a  masonic 
trial,  it  might  be  wise  to  transmit  their  papers  to  the  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  whose  skill  and  ability  are  admirably  adapted  to 
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the  proper  supervision  of  such  record,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the 
Deputy  of  the  District. 

But  notwithstanding  the  obvious  defects  in  the  record  of  this 
case,  there  is  one  consideration  upon  which  its  final  disposition  by 
this  Grand  Lodge  should  be  determined.  The  Grand  Regulations, 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  right  and  interest  of  the  respondent, 
and  are  for  his  benefit,  may  be  waived  by  him.  If  we  are  to  con- 
sider that  a  proper  charge  has  been  made  in  the  present  instance, 
all  defects  such  as  we  have  noted  may  be  cured  by  his  appearance 
and  answer  to  the  merits.  Here  the  respondent  did  appear  and 
pleaded  guilty,  without  any  objections  to  any  of  the  preliminary 
proceedings,  and  is  therefore  not  now  entitled  to  maintain  such 
objections,  or  to  have  them  interposed  in  his  behalf.  In  the  hope 
that  the  observations  herein  submitted  may  lead  to  greater  care 
and  caution  on  the  part  of  the  Lodges  in  such  proceedings,  your 
committee  recommend  that  the  sentence  of  Mount  Zion  Lodge  in 
the  case  of  J.  Martin  Gorham  be  confirmed. 

Tracy  P  Chester. 

George  H.  Peirson. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted, 
and  the  sentence  of  the  Lodge  approved. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  upon  the 
proceedings  of  Acacia  Lodge  in  case  of  Br.  Thomas  Ray- 
mond, made  the  following  report :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  June  9, 1869. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proceedings  of  Acacia 
Lodge,  Gloucester,  in  the  trial  of  Brother  Thomas  Raymond,  a 
member  of  said  Lodge,  have  examined  the  record  as  made  up  by 
the  Secretary,  and  respectfully  report,  — 

That  a  general  charge  of  wronging  and  defrauding  the  Lodge, 
accompanied  with  proper  specifications,  was  the  foundation  of  the 
proceedings  against  the  respondent  in  this  case.  The  evidence 
disclosed  a  misappropriation  of  moneys  of  the  Lodge  intrusted  to 
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liim.  All  the  proceedings  preliminary  to  and  at  the  ti 
conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodg 
members  present  voted  guilty,  and  the  respondent  \va 
to  suspension  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masc 
period  of  one  year.  The  record  is  carefully  and  acciu 
and  your  committee  recommend  that  the  proceedings  b 

Tracy  P 
George  I 

On  motion,  it  was  Voted,  That  the  report  t 
and  the  proceedings  confirmed. 

The  Committee  on  the  Grand  Master's  Addres 
following  report :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  J 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Address  ( 
Grand  Master,  delivered  before  the  Grand  Lodge  on 
March  last,  have  carefully  examined  the  same  and 
report,  — 

That  the  subject  matters  contained  therein  appear 
great  importance,  demanding  the  careful  considera 
Grand  Lodge.  The  facts  contained  in  the  Address  gi 
of  an  insight  into  the  real  condition  and  working  of 
Lodge  than  we  have  had  for  a  long  time,  while  it  also 
tion  to  several  things  that  seem  to  need  correcting, 
sentation  of  these  statements  and  facts  must  be 
altogether  pleasant,  because  it  might  seem  to  imply  mc 
censure  on  former  administrations,  and  therefore  it  i 
creditable  to  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  that  he  has  i 
called  attention  to  the  subject,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Fr 
due  him  for  the  fidelity  and  earnestness  with  which 
correct  whatever  may  be  wrong.  We  are  sure  his  ] 
pure  and  correct,  and  that  whatever  of  seeming  ce 
might  appear  to  be  in  it  is  not  so  in  fact,  and  shou 
considered. 

Any  error,  if  such  there  be,  any  encroachments  o1 
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snges  not  for  the  best,  have  crept  in  gradually  and  impercepta- 
r,  doubtless  without  wrong  intent  on  the  part  of  any,  —  many  of 
mii  prHmp>  troin  the  force  of  circumstances,  and  the  necessities 
the  casts  it  may  be.  But  the  occasion  for  them  is  now  past, 
]  it  is  well  that  attention  is  called  to  them,  and  that  we  stop  and 
isider  well  our  condition,  cast  about  and  take  anew  our  reckon- 
js,  and  with  v  precautions  and  safeguards,  if  need  be,  start 
esh. 

Die  Address  shows,  upon  the  part  of  M.W.  Grand  Master,  an 
mml  determination  to  place  before  the  Fraternity  of  the 
He,  through  the  investigation  of  committees,  a  more  intimate 
owledge  of  the  workings  of  the  corporation,  the  conditions  of 
funds,  receipts  and  expenditures,  cost  of  Temple,  furnishing, 
merty,  etc. ;  correct  any  wrongs  that  may  have  crept  in,  guard 
interests,  protect  its  records,  etc.  We  cannot  doubt  that  this 
II  have  a  favorable  effect  on  the  Fraternity  throughout  the 
itef  and  tend  to  restore  confidence  in  the  management  of  the 
lirs  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  assuring  them,  as  it  will,  of  a  desire 
£ive  them  the  fullest  information  with  regard  thereto  ;  and  also, 
showing  t Ik- m  the  true  state  of  things,  lead  them  to  take  hold 
Lh  alacrity  and  relieve  it  from  all  embarrassment  that  it  may  be 
oriug  uurk'r.  That  such  may  be  the  case  is  most  earnestly  to 
desired.  i 

ftrith  regard  to  the  recommendations  made  in  the  Address,  your 
n  ni  it  tee  most  heartily  approve  them,  and  would  advise  that 
y  he  adopted,  and  that  the  various  subjects  therein  contained, 
ier  the  following  heads,  be  referred,  as  suggested,  to  committees, 

disposed  of  as  follows  :  — 

1st.  M  The  Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge9'  be  referred  to  a  co ni- 
ne e  of  three,  who  also  be  instructed  to  report  an  amendment 
the  Constitutions  as  therein  proposed.  And  as  your  committee 
re  instructed  in  nominate  the  committees  herein  proposed,  we 
uld  nominate  for  this  committee  —  W.  F.  Salmon,  Lowell; 
A,  Dame,  Boston ;  J.  M.  Porter,  Springfield. 
M    u  Th>  (hand  Charity  Fund9'  to  a  committee  of  three,  and 
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would  nominate  for  this  committee — John  T.  Heard,  Boston ;  W. 
T.  Davis,  Greenfield ;  J.  H.  Temple,  Framingham. 

3d.  44  The  Sinking  Fund"  to  a  committee  of  three,  for  which  we 
name  —  Gideon  Haynes,  Charlestown  ;  James  H.  Bouve,  Cohas- 
set ;  Moses  G.  Lyon,  Fitchhurg. 

4th.  "  The  Masonic  Temple 99  to  a  committee  of  five,  with  power 
to  employ  such  clerical  assistance  as  may  be  necessary.  We 
would  nominate  for  this  committee  —  Hocum  Hosford,  Lowell; 
D.  W.  Lawrence,  Medford ;  Charles  E.  Powers,  Boston ;  L.  H. 
Gam  well,  Pittsfield  ;  Nathan  S.  Kimball,  Haverhill. 

5th.  u  Charters.99  Upon  the  subject  of  obtaining  and  preserv- 
ing copies  of  Charters,  your  committee  approve  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  M.W.  Grand  Master,  and  would  recommend 
that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  procure  printed  blanks, 
and  send  to  each  Lodge,  with  instructions  to  the  Secretaries 
thereof  to  fill  up,  without  delay,  so  as  to  make  it  a  copy  of  their 
Charter,  and  return  to  him,  and  that  they  be  carefully  preserved 
by  the  Grand  Secretary,  who  also  be  instructed  to  keep  and  re- 
serve copies  of  all  future  Charters  issued. 

6th.  44  The  Commutation  Tax.99  The  importance  of  the  prompt 
payment  of  this  is  well  set  forth  in  the  Address  of  the  M.W. 
Grand  Master,  and  we  most  earnestly  commend  this  part  of  it 
to  the  considerate  attention  of  every  Mason  in  Massachusetts ;  and 
we  would  reiterate  his  earnest  appeal  therein — 44  Will  the  breth- 
ren, now  that  they  are  acquainted  with  all  the  pressing  necessi- 
ties of  the  Board  of  Directors,  join  heart  and  hand  in  supporting 
those  whom  they  have  chosen  to  act  for  them,  and  help  sustain 
the  burdens." 

7th.  44  Bookkeeping.99  Your  committee  think  the  importance 
of  keeping  separate  accounts  with  the  different  funds  and  depart- 
ments of  the  corporation,  so  that  the  amount  received  and 
expended  for  each,  and  their  exact  condition,  may  be  known  at 
any  time,  will  be  apparent  to  all ;  and  they  heartily  approve  of  the 
plan  now  adopted  of  keeping  impersonal  accounts.  Whether 
those  opened  will  prove  to  be  all  and  just  what  is  desirable,  time 
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and  experience  will  show.  If  not,  they  can  be  easily  increased  or 
changed. 

8th.  "  Board  of  Directors"  encroachments  of  the.  Your 
committee  would  recommend  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed,  to  whom  this  part  of  the  Address  be  referred,  and  who 
shall  examine  into  the  powers  of  the  Board  under  the  act  of  in- 
corporation and  under  the  present  Constitutions,  and  recommend 
such  changes  in  the  Constitutions  as  may  be  necessary,  if  any,  to 
restrict  their  powers  within  proper  limits,  and  reserve  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  with  a  jealous  care,  such  as  properly  belongs  to  it, 
or  as  the  individual  rights  of  members  of  the  Fraternity  would 
dictate. 

We  would  nominate  for  this  committee — Benjamin  Dean,  Bos- 
ton ;  George  Marston,  Barnstable ;  E.  F.  Woodard,  Worcester. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  Chickering. 
N.  T.  Merritt. 
F.  H.  Sprague. 
Charles  H.  Norris. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  John  McClellan,  it  was  Voted, 
That  the  report  of  the  committee  be  accepted,  and  that  their 
recommendations  be  adopted. 

R.W.  Br.  John  T.  Heard,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
the  petition  of  Lewis  Hayden  and  others,  reported  progress 
and  requested  further  time,  which  was  granted. 

Past  Grand  Master  Winslow  Lewis  offered  the  following, 
which  was  adopted  unanimously,  all  rising :  — 

That  this  Grand  Lodge  sends  its  fraternal  remembrance  to  the 
venerable  brother,  the  R.W.  Thomas  Tolman,  in  this  the  closing 
period  of  his  long  and  useful  labors  in  behalf  of  the  Order,  with 
the  assurance  that  his  memory  will  be  ever  cherished  by  his 
brethren,  and  their  prayers  will  be  that  his  last  end  may  be 
peace. 
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A  petition  was  received,  signed  by  the  follov 
brethren,  residing  at  Weymouth,  and  working  t 
pensation  from  the  M.W.  Grand  Master,'  for  th( 
praying  to  be  constituted  into  a  regular  Lodge, 
ward  Avery,  N.  F.  T.  Hunt,  E.  Watson  Arn 
White,  Charles  G.  Thompson,  Alverdo  Mason, 
Nash,  Elbridge  T.  Richards,  Reuben  Thrill, 
Wallace,  Richard  A.  Hunt,  E.  Atherton  Hu 
Ambler,  Ebenezer  W.  Hunt,  E.  P.  Worster,  T, 
Erastus  Nash,  M.  H.  Reed,  George  W.  Warrei 
Walsh,  F.  F.  Forsaith,  George  A.  Gustin, 
Williams,  Waterman  T.  Burrill,  S.  W.  Pratt,  i 
brooks,  F.  A.  Hobert,  Asa  French,  Edward  S 
George  W.  White,  Jr. 

This  petition  was  referred  to  R.W.  Br.  1 
Coolidge  and  W.  Brothers  George  H.  Stevens,  i 
Walker. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  ami 
By-Laws,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 

In  Giuxd  Lodge,  ■ 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  amend: 
Ly-Laws  of  John  Warren,  Eliot,  Corinthian,  Lafav 
Mark's  Lodges,  have  considered  the  same,  and  find 
formity  to  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  am 
that  they  be  approved. 

William  D.  Co 
For  th< 

The  committee  on  the  application  for  a  charter 
Lodge,  at  Charlestown,  also  from  Delta  Lodgt 
mouth,  made  the  following  reports  :  — 
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In  Grand  Lodge,  June  9,  1869. 
ie  committee  on  the  application  for  a  charter  from  Faith 
je,  of  Char  lest  own  have  examined  the  Records  and  By-Laws 
lilted,  and  find  the  Records  correct  and  in  accordance  with 
Constitutions  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge, 
ie  committee  find  several  alterations  necessary  in  the  By- 

i  which  have  been  submitted,  which  they  have  suggested,  and 
j  report  that  when  these  are  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
\  Grand  Master,  that  a  charter  be  issued  to  them. 

William  D.  Coolidge. 
George  H.  Stevens. 
R.  J.  Walker. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  June  9,  1869. 
ie  committee  on  the  application  of  Delta  Lodge,  of  Wey- 
Ji,  have  examined  the  Records  and  By-Laws  submitted  to 
,  and  find  them  in  accordance  with  the  Constitutions  of  the 
\  Grand  Lodge,  and  recommend  that  a  charter  be  issued  to 
in 

William  D  Coolidge. 
George  H.  Stevens. 
R.  J.  Walker. 

ii  motion ,  it  was  Voted,  That  the  reports  be  accepted 
that  charters  be  issued  accordingly. 

be  M ,  W  •  Grand  Lodge  was  then  closed  in  Ample  Form. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 
September  8,  A.L.  6869. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts  was  held  at  Masonic  Temple,  on  Wednes- 
day, September  8,  1869. 

PRESENT, 

M.W.  William  Sewall  Gabdnbb  .   .   .  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury    .   .   .  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Ithamab  F.  Conkby   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  Ivort  H.  Pops   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  John  McClbllan   Grand  Treasurer. 

W.  A.  F.  Chapman   Recording  Grand  Sec.  pro  Urn. 

R.W.  Charles  W.  Moobb   Cor.  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Andrew  G.  Smith   D.D.G.Master,  District  No.  1. 

R.W.  Tract  P  Chebveb   „        „     District  No.  2. 

R.W.  Benjamin  Popb   „        „      District  No.  8. 

R.W.  F.  Lyman  Winship   „        „     District  No.  4. 

R.W.  George  H.  Pbibson   „        „     District  No.  5. 

R.W.  Henry  P.  Perkins   „        „     District  No.  7. 

R.W.  Andrew  J.  Clark   „        „     District  No.  8. 

R.W.  Daniel  Upton    „        „     District  No.  9. 

R.W.  Charles  G.  Reed   „        „     District  No.  11. 

R.W.  George  E.  Stacy   „        „     District  No.  12. 

R.W.  J.  Mason  Everett   „        „     District  No.  18. 

R.W.  John  A.  Lee   „        „     District  No.  14. 

R.W.  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr   „        „     District  No.  16. 

R.W.  Z.  L.  Bicknbll   „        „     District  No.  16. 

W.  Rev.  James  A.  Bolles,  D.D.,  1  Grand  Chaplains. 
W.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Titus,  ) 

W.  William  T.  GramMer   Grand  Marshal. 

W.  John  A.  Goodwin   Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  James  B.  Pickett,  Newton   ....  Grand  Steward. 

W.  Samuel  C.  Lawrence,  Medford    .   .  Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

W.  Lovell  Bicknell   Grand  Standard-Bearer. 

W.  Charles  Kimball   Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.  Cephas  BrighaM,  Auburndale  .   .   .  Grand  Lecturer. 

Br.  Howard  M.  Dow,  Boston     ....  Grand  Organist 

Br.  Ebbn  F.  Gay,  Boston   Grand  Tyler. 
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PERMANENT  MEMBERS. 

V.  Winslow  Lewis,  M.D   Past  Grand  Master. 

John  T.  Heard   „      „  „ 

William  D.  Coolidqe   „      „  „ 

V.  Charles  C.  Dame   „      „  „ 

J,  Abraham  A.  Dame   Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

P\  Ciiai.es  H,  Train  „ 

IT".  Henry  Chickerino   Past  Grand  Warden. 

r.  William  Sutton   „       „  „ 

r.  Willi a»  F.  Salmon    „      „  „ 

F.  JoBX  H.  Sueppard   „  „ 


lodges  represented. 


EHItOCR* 

Joseph  Warren. 

Pentucket. 

L l-l J I . 

Konohabsett. 

Pilgrim. 

.CIA. 

King  Solomons. 

Plymouth. 

.MONT. 

Liberty. 

Quinnebaug. 

t:  Hill. 

Mount  Tabor. 

Revere. 

COPER. 

Mount  Carmel. 

Roswell  Lee. 

.dousie. 

Mount  Hermon. 

St.  Andrew's. 

uc. 

Middlesex. 

St.  Paul's. 

Mount  Olivet. 

Solomon's  Temple. 

BX. 

Monitor. 

Star  in  the  East. 

LEKA, 

Merrimac. 

Social  Harmony. 

TERSAL. 

MONTACUTE. 

Tuscan. 

LOW  8  HIP. 

Montgomery. 

Winslow  Lewis. 

IMATT* 

Mizpah. 

William  Parkman. 

kE. 

Norfolk  Union. 

Zetland. 

IPfcEN. 

Olive  Branch. 

Ancient  Landmark. 

>b  Park, 

Orphans'  Hope. 

Paul  Dean. 

tc. 

Pequosbette. 

Tyrian. 

lO  Parker, 

King  David. 

fhe  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  2  o'clock, 
ftii  with  prayer  by  the  Senior  Grand  Chaplain,  W.  Rev, 

lies  A.  Bulks,  D.D. 

Che  Grand  Secretary  being  absent  from  the  State,  on  mo- 
i  of  R,W.  Br.  Charles  R.  Train,  the  Grand  Lodge  pro- 
tied  to  the  choice  of  a  Grand  Secretary  pro  tern. 
Fhe  result  of  the  ballot  was  the  election  of  W.  Br.  Alfred 
Ompiuan,  who  was  sworn  into  office. 
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R.  W.  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore,  in  behalf  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master, 
made  the  following  report :  — 

Is  Grand  Lodoz,  Sept  8, 1869. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M.W. 
Grand  Master  at  the  quarterly  communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  June  last,  respectfully  report — 

That  the  only  matter  contained  in  the  address  which  seemed 
to  demand  the  attention  of  your  committee,  or  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  is  that  which  relates  to  what  may,  perhaps,  not  in- 
appropriately he  called  our  Foreign  Lodges,  or  those  Lodges  in 
foreign  countries  that  have  been  created  and  exist  by  authority 
of  this  Grand  Lodge.  The  number  of  them  is  limited,  and  it  will 
be  most  convenient  to  refer  to  them  in  their  order :  — 

1.  Bethesda  Lodge,  at  Valparaiso,  Chili,  South  Ameri- 
ca was  established  by  Dispensation  in  1853,  and  chartered 
in  1854.  It  is  a  well  ordered  and  prosperous  Lodge,  with  nomi- 
nally about  one  hundred  members.  Its  returns  and  dues  to  the 
close  of  the  past  year  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Deputy  for  the  Dis- 
trict, and  will  be  forwarded  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  In  the 
meantime,  the  Deputy  asks  for  instruction  on  the  question 
whether  the  Grand  Lodge  expects  and  will  insist  on  the  payment 
of  the  capitation-tax  by  this  and  the  other  foreign  Lodges  under 
its  jurisdiction  ? 

The  Brethren  at  Valparaiso  urge  that  their  distance  from  the 
seat  of  the  government  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  their  compara- 
tively isolated  condition,  should  exonerate  them  from  this  pay- 
ment. Your  eommittee,  in  view  of  these  suggestions,  and  the 
further  consideration  that  the  maintenance  of  Lodges  in  foreign 
countries,  where  the  field  of  labor  is  limited,  is  necessarily  at- 
tended with  expenses  which  are  not  demanded  of  Lodges  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  recommend  that  all  the 
Lodges  so  situated  be  excused  from  the  payment  of  all  special 
taxes. 
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2.  Stab  of  the  South  Lodge,  Conception. — In  1856,  a 
Dispensation  was  granted  for  a  Lodge  at  Conception,  in  Chili, 
under  the  name  of  "  Star  of  the  South  Lodge  "  ;  but  in  1858  a 
majority  of  the  petitioners  having  satisfied  themselves  that  it  was 
4  not  possible  to  maintain  a  new  Lodge  at  that  place,  the  undertak- 
ing was  abandoned,  and  the  Dispensation  returned. 

The  above  includes  all  the  Lodges  that  have  ever  been  author- 
ised or^  established  in  the  Republic  of  Chili  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 
Those  at  present  in  existence,  and  whose  names  are  borne  upon 
our  roll,  are  —  Bethesda,  at  Valparaiso,  and  Hiram,  at  Copiapo. 
A  petition  is,  however,  in  the  hands  of  your  committee  for  a  new 
Lodge  at  the  former  place,  to  which  they  will  hereafter  have  oc- 
casion to  refer. 

8.  Hiram  Lodge,  Copiapo.  —  In  December,  1857,  Grand 
Master  Heard  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Joseph  T.  Brower,  and 
six  other  Brethren,  for  a  Lodge  at  Copiapo,  in  the  Republic  of 
Chili,  to  be  known  as  "  Hiram  Lodge."  It  was  soon  after  regu- 
larly organized,  and  the  R.W.  Brother  Dr.  John  Flint  was  ap- 
pointed its  proxy  in  this  Grand  Lodge;  but  your  committee 
regret  to  say  it  has  never  realized  the  expectations  of  its  founders 
or  the  hopes  of  its  friends.  Its  present  condition  and  hopes  of 
future  improvement  are  briefly  stated  by  the  R.W.  George  H. 
Kendall,  Deputy  for  the  District,  in  a  note  to  the  chairman  of 
your  committee,  dated  at  Valparaiso,  April  15,  1869,  in  the 
following  words :  "  Hiram  Lodge  of  Copiapo  has  come  to  a 
stand-still,  not  having  done  any  work  for  a  long  time,  it  being 
impossible  for  the  members  to  meet  in  sufficient  numbers.  They 
are  about  to  petition  for  the  removal  of  the  Lodge  to  Cal- 
dera,  the  port  Copiapo,  where  a  number  of  Masons  reside,  and 
where  its  existence  would  be  beneficial  to  them  as  well  as  to 
sojourners." 

This  petition  having  been  received,  your  committee  recom- 
mend that  the  Grand  Master  authorize  its  removal  from  Copiapo 
to  Caldera,  if  he  shall  deem  such  removal  useful  and  expedient. 

4.  Southern  Cross  Lodge,  Valparaiso.  —  In  1858  another 
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Dispensation  was  granted  by  Grand  Master  Heard  for  a  third 
Lodge  in  Chili,  to  be  held  at  Valparaiso,  nnder  the  name  of  the 
"  Southern  Cross  Lodge."  It  was  regularly  organized,  and  in 
the  following  year  made  its  returns  and  paid  its  dues,  together 
with  the  fee  for  a  Charter,  which  was  forthwith  forwarded  to  the 
petitioners  ;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  Lodge  was  never  organized 
under  it.  All  the  papers  relating  to  the  case  were  destroyed  at 
the.  burning  of  the  Temple  in  1855 ;  but  the  chairman  of  your 
committee  is  under  the  impression  that  the  Charter  was  lost  at 
sea,  in  its  transmission,  and  that  the  petitioners  soon  after  aban- 
doned the  enterprise  and  connected  themselves  with  Bethesda 
Lodge.  Your  committee,  not  receiving  the  papers  referred  to 
them  in  sufficient  season  to  do  so  personally,  recommended  that 
the  Grand  Secretary  be  directed  to  communicate  with  the  Deputy 
for  Chili  on  the  subject. 

5.  J.  L.  Hutchinson  Lodge,  Arica,  Peru.  —  In  December, 
1866,  Grand  Master  Dame  announced  in  his  annual  address  be- 
fore the  Grand  Lodge,  that  on  the  21st  of  the  preceding  February 
he  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Br.  John  Thomas  Lansing,  the 
American  Consul,  and  nineteen  other  Brethren,  to  form  a  Lodge 
at  Arica,  in  the  Republic  of  Peru,  under  the  name  of  u  J.  L. 
Hutchinson  Lodge,"  and  had  appointed  the  R.W.  Br.  Richard 
Hartley  (Sec.  Sup.  Council  33d,  of  Peru),  of  Lima,  District  Dep- 
uty Grand  Master  for  that  State.  No  returns  have  been  received 
from  this  Lodge,  nor  are  your  committee  in  possession  of  any  in- 
formation as  to  its  past  history  or  present  condition,  if  indeed  it 
be  now  in  existence.  But  as  the  town  in  which  it  was  located  was 
utterly  destroyed  by  the  earthquake  which  made  such  frightful 
havoc  on  the  coast  of  Peru  in  1868,  it  may  not  be  unreasonable 
to  infer  that  the  Lodge  was  swept  away  by  the  same  terrible  ca- 
lamity. Your  committee,  however,  recommend  that  the  Grand 
Secretary  be  directed  to  communicate  with  the  Deputy  of  the 
District  on  the  subject. 

6.  Isthmus  Lodge,  Panama.  — In  March,  1866,  Grand  Mas- 
ter Dame  also  granted  a  Dispensation  for  a  Lodge  at  Panama,  in 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  77 


the  Republic  of  New  Granada,  by  the  name  of  "  Isthmus  Lodge," 
and  appointed  for  its  Worshipful  Master  Brother  William  Little, 
a  native  of  Boston,  and  the  American  Consul  at  that  place  ;  but 
in  consequence  of  his  death  soon  after,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  Republic,  the  Lodge,  by  agreement  of  the 
parties,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  surrendered  its  Dispensation  and  took  out  a  Charter  from 
the  local  Grand  Body,  on  the  condition  that  it  should  be  allowed 
to  work  in  the*  York  Rite,  in  which  it  was  originally  instituted, 
instead  of  the  Scotch  Rite,  practised  by  the  native  Grand  Lodge. 
It  is  not  known  that  it  ever  did  any  work  under  its  Dispensation. 
Its  organization  and  subsequent  supervision  were,  however,  in- 
trusted to  the  Deputy  of  Peru,  and  if  it  has  ever  made  returns  of 
its  transactions  to  anybody,  they  were  probably  made  to  him.  If 
so,  the  fact  can  be  ascertained  by  the  Grand  Secretary  in  the  cor- 
respondence which  he  is  directed  by  this  report  to  open  with  that 
officer. 

7.  Ancient  Landmark  Lodge,  Shanghae,  China.  —  In  De- 
cember, 1863,  a  Dispensation  was  granted  to  Charles  E.  Hill, 
and  others,  for  a  Lodge  at  Shanghae,  in  China,  under  the  name 
of  "  Ancient  Landmark  Lodge,"  for  which  a  Charter  was  issued 
in  March,  1865.  The  Lodge  was  originally  composed  almost  en- 
tirely of  Americans,  residing  and  doing  business  at  the  place  of 
its  location.  They  were  Brethren  of  the  highest  respectability  ; 
and  your  committee  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  add  that  the 
Lodge  has  continued  to  maintain  a  character  for  intelligence  and 
propriety  of  deportment,  alike  honorable  to  itself  and  to  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

In  1801,  this  Grand  Lodge  granted  a  Dispensation  or  Charter 
for  a  Lodge  to  be  held  in  the  old  town  of  Stabroek,  in  British 
Guiana,  the  name  of  which  continued  upon  its  Roll  until  about 
1834,  when,  nothing  having  been  heard  of  it  for  many  years,  it 
was  dropped. 

In  1805,  a  Charter  was  granted  for  Scioto  Lodge,  to  be  holden 
at  Chillicothe,  in  Ohio,  which v  on  the  organization  of  the  Grand 
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Lodge  of  the  State,  was  transferred  to  that  Body,  where  it  still 
remains,  ranking  No.  6  on  its  Roll. 

In  1821,  authority  was  given  by  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a  French 
Lodge  at  Mayaguez,  at  Porto  Rico.  And  this  is  all  we  know 
about  it.  Like  its  sister  at  Stabroek,  it  died,  and  "  made  no 
sign." 

The  foregoing  comprise  all  the  Lodges  which,  during  the 
present  century,  have  been  authorized  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  be- 
yond its  own  immediate  and  exclusive  jurisdiction,  except  the 
issuing  of  a  Dispensation  to  Robert  F.  Parker,  a  native  of  Boston, 
and  others,  for  a  Lodge  at  San  Francisco,  in  California,  in  the 
year  1848.  And  it  may  not  hereafter  be  an  uninteresting  histor- 
ical fact  that  this  was  the  first  authority  ever  issued  by  a  Grand 
Lodge  for  the  opening  and  working  of  a  Lodge  of  Freemasons  in 
that  then  comparatively  uncivilized  and  unknown,  but  now  popu- 
lous, enterprising,  and  wealthy  State.  The  petitioners  did  not 
ask  for  a  Charter,  the  unsettled  and  constantly  changing  character 
of  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  city  rendering  the  permanent  or- 
ganization of  the  Lodge  inexpedient,  if  not  wholly  impracticable. 
The  Dispensation  was  returned  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Organization  of  a  Grand  Lodge  in  Chili.  —  Subse- 
quent to  the  establishment  of  Bethesda  Lodge,  a  Body  was  organ- 
ized at  Valparaiso,  under  the  name,  and  with  the  assumed  powers, 
of  a  Grand  Lodge  for  that  Republic.  And  it  has  continued  in 
the  uninterrupted  exercise  of  those  powers  to  the  present  time. 
Its  legality  has,  however,  been  questioned  ;  but  the  objections  to 
it  have  not,  so  far  as  your  committee  are  informed,  met  with 
favor  in  any  responsible  source.  There  were  undoubtedly  some 
informalities  in  the  manner  of  its  organization  ;  but  this  Grand 
Lodge,  in  1862,  did  not  regard  them  as  of  sufficient  importance 
to  restrain  it  in  authorizing  its  Deputy  for  the  District  and  the 
members  of  Bethesda  Lodge,  to  accede  to  its  invitation  to  ex- 
change masonic  civilities  with  it  and  its  constituent  Lodges,  until 
otherwise  ordered,  or  until  some  more  satisfactory  evidence  of  its 
irregularity  should  appear.    No  such  evidence  has  appeared,  and 
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the  amicable  relations  which  have,  for  the  last  seven  years,  existed 
between  it  and  the  Brethren  of  our  own  Lodges  in  the  Republic, 
remain  undisturbed.  Your  committee  do  not  know  of  any  reason 
why  they  should  not  continue.  The  Body  was  formed  as  a  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  has  not,  nor  does  it  claim  to  exer- 
cise any  authority  or  control  over  the  York  Rite,  or  its  Lodges. 
It  recognizes  the  latter  Rite  as  a  co-ordinate  independent  branch 
of  Freemasonry,  and  has  never,  it  is  believed,  manifested  any  dis- 
position to  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  its  powers  as  such  within 
the  limits  of  the  Chilian  Republic.  More  than  this  cannot  be  re- 
quired.   More  it  cannot  in  honor  concede. 

The  Scottish  Rite  Law  op  Jurisdiction.  —  The  law  of 
Jurisdiction  as  here  indicated,  and  as  accepted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Chili,  is  in  literal  agreement  with  the  celebrated  Decla- 
ration of  the  Powers  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  promulgated  by  a  Con- 
gress of  the  authorities  of  the  Rite,  held  at  Paris  in  1884. 

The  Convention  or  Congress  was  composed  of  many  of  the  most 
distinguished  and  eminent  members  of  the  Rite,  representing  the 
Supreme  Council  of  South  America,  and  of  several  of  the  Euro- 
pean States ;  among  them  was  General  Lafayette.  It  was  a  Body 
of  positive  powers,  and  enunciated,  with  authority,  as  the  basis  of 
the  organic  law  of  the  Rite  of  Masonry  it  represented,  the  impor- 
tant principle  that  "  Different  Bites  naturally  produce  different 
powers  which  govern  them,"  and,  as  a  logical  and  necessary  con- 
sequence, that  "  each  Rite  is  independent  of  all  the  others."  And 
again,  that  44  the  action  of  the  power  of  a  Rite,  whether  dogmatic 
or  administrative,  cannot  legally  extend  except  to  the  Masons  of 
that  Bite,  obedient  to  the  jurisdiction  of  that  power" 

There  is  no  mistaking  the  legal  force  and  intent  of  these  impor- 
tant edicts.  They  constitute  the  law,  and  clearly  define  and 
limit  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Scotch  Rite,  while  they  recognize  in 
the  York  Rite  equal  and  co-ordinate  privileges  wherever  the  for- 
mer is  itself  in  authority.  It  is  by  the  force  of  this  Law  of  Juris- 
diction that  in  Europe  Grand  Lodges  of  different  Rites  are  found 
occupying  the  same  political  division  or  State,  aa  in  Prussia  and 
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France.  It  is  by  virtue  of  this  Law  also  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England  maintains  its  subordinate  Lodges  in  Switzerland,  in 
the  Argentine  Republic,  and  in  Venezuela.  And  it  is  by  the 
authority  of  this  same  Law  that  we  have  established  and  hold  our 
own  Lodges  in  the  South  American  Republics,  where  the  York 
Rite  would  not  otherwise  be  known.* 

A  different  rule  apparently  obtains  in  the  United  States ;  and 
there  would,  at  first  view,  seem  to  be  a  want  of  reciprocity  or 
equality  in  our  system  of  masonic  government ;  but  it  is  only  in 
appearance.  In  reality,  there  is  no  substantive  difference  in  the 
practical  working  of  the  law  as  between  us  and  our  foreign 
Brethren.  We  in  America  have  both  these  great  leading  Rites  per- 
manently established  among  us,  and  recognize  no  others.  The 
country  is  there/ore  masonicly  occupied.  And  as  any  attempt  by  a 
foreign  power  to  place  a  Lodge  of  the  York  Rite  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Great  Britain,  or  a  Lodge  of  the 
Scotch  Rite  within  that  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  France,  would 
be  resisted  by  both  as  a  violation  of  the  law  of  jurisdiction,  so 
any  attempt  by  such  a  power  to  establish  Lodges  of  either  Rite  in 
this  country  would  meet  the  indignant  opposition  of  the  party 
whose  jurisdiction  should  be  invaded.  That  the  Scotch  Rite  with 
uh  does  not,  as  elsewhere,  assume  to  exercise  any  control  over,  or 
to  interfere  with,  the  prerogatives  of  the  symbolic  Lodge,  or  the 
degrees  usually  recognized  as  comprising  the  York  Rite,  does  not 
affect  the  independent  relations  or  prerogatives  of  either  Rite,  in 
other  respects.  The  difference  is  one  of  mutual  agreement,  and 
entirely  local  in  its  effect. f 

*  The  Freemasonry  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  is  almost 
the  only  Freemasonry  known  in  all  the  South  American  Republics,  in 
Spain  and  Italy and  it  and  the  French  Rites  or  Hit  Moderne,  in  France, 
Portugal  and  Belgium.  In  all  these  countries  its  authorities  confer  the 
three  first  degrees  anp!  create  Blue  Lodges. 

There  are  Supreme  Councils  in  those  European  States,  in  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland,  in  Brazil,  the  Argentine  Confederation,  Uruguay,  Peru, 
Venezuela,  New  Grenada,  and  the  West  Indies.  —  Balustre  Step.  Council  So. 
Juris.,  U.  S.  M.t  June,  1869. 

t  Everywhere  else  in  the  world,  except  in  the  British  Isles,  the  Supreme 
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Petition  for  a  hew  Lodge  at  Valparaiso.  —  In  view  of  the 
foregoing  facts  and  considerations,  jour  committee  are  clearly  of 
the  opinion  that  whatever  may  be  the  legal  status  of  the  Body 
known  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Chili,  there  is  no  lawful  objection 
to  this  Grand  Lodge  placing  another  Lodge  at  Valparaiso,  if  such 
a  step  shall  be  found  to  be  for  the  interest  of  masonry.  The 
petition  for  such  a  Lodge,  which  accompanied  the  papers  referred 
to  your  committee,  is  signed  by  fourteen  Brethren  residing  at 
Valparaiso,  most  of  whom  were  initiated  in  American  Lodges, 
and  speak  the  English  language.  It  is  also  endorsed  by  the 
Deputy  of  the  District,  and  recommended  in  the  usual  form  by 
Bethesda  Lodge.  It  is  thought  by  the  Deputy,  and  by  many  of 
the  Brethren  at  Valparaiso,  that  the  establishment  of  a  second 
York  Lodge  there  would  create  a  new  interest,  and  quicken 
energies  that  are  now  sluggish  and  inactive.  Without  assuming 
to  decide  this  point,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  subject 
be  referred  to  the  Grand  Master,  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  as  in 
his  judgment  may  be  best  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  concerned. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  W.  Moore. 
C.  H.  Trrus. 
Baalis  Saxfobp,  Jr. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
their  recommendations  adopted. 

Councils  administer  the  symbolic  degrees  and  create  Blue  Lodges,  as  they 
always  have  done,  and  as  the  Rite  of  Perfection  always  did ;  and  Masons 
made  under  their  authority  are  recognized  as  legitimate  by  the  whole  mason- 
ic world.  There  are  fifty  such  Lodges  in  France,  created  by  the  Supreme 
Council  of  France,  and  recognized  as  legitimate  by  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  one  of  the  greatest  Masonic  Powers  in  the  World.*  The  Supreme 
Council  of  the  United  States  conceded  to  the  Grand  Lodges  the  exclusive 
control  over  the  Blue  degrees,  at  its  origin  in  1801,  and  has  never  violated 
the  agreement  it  then  made ;  but  it  does  not  admit  that  the  Grand  Lodges 
could  have  deprived  it  of  any  of  its  powers,  exercised  by  the  governing 
bodies  and  the  Inspectors-General  of  the  Scottish  Masonry  from  the  year 
1758.  —  Sup.  Council  So.  Jur.  U.  S. 

*  [The  Grand  Orient  works  a  modified  or  mixed  Rile,  which  it  calls  the  French  or 
Modern  Rite,  embodying  the  essentials  of  both  the  Scotch  and  York  Kites.] 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  to 
the  Constitutions  offered  at  the  last  Communication  made  the 
following  report :  — 

The  committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
amendment  proposed  to  the  Constitutions,  at  their  last  communi- 
cation, have  considered  the  same  and  beg  leave  to  report  that  the 
amendment  be  adopted  substantially  as  proposed.  They  accord- 
ingly report  that  the  amendment  be  adopted  in  the  following  form, 
namely :  — 

"The  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  composed  of  the  Grand 
Master  and  eight  other  members,  of  whom  four,  at  least,  shall  be 
permanent  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  four  may  be  chosen 
from  the  members  of  subordinate  Lodges  in  the  Common- 
wealth, who  shall,  while  they  are  Directors,  be  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  At  the  annual  election  in  December,  1869,  four 
Directors,  two  of  each  class,  shall  be  chosen  for  one  year,  and 
four,  two  of  each  class,  for  two  years.  At  each  annual  meeting 
thereafter,  four  Directors,  two  of  each  class,  shall  be  chosen  for 
two  years.  Vacancies  may  be  filled  at  any  stated  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  for  an  unexpired  term,  the  Director  so  chosen  to 
be  of  the  class  vacated. 

"  The  Board  of  Directors  may  appoint  its  own  clerk,  who  shall 
be  clerk  of  the  Corporation,  who  shall  remain  in  office  until  his 
successor  is  elected  and  qualified. 

"  The  Grand  Master  shall  be  President  of  the  Board,  and  in 
his  absence  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  act  and  preside  in 
his  place. 

"New  members  of  the  Board  shall  enter  upon  their  duties 
after  the  annual  installation  of  the  Grand  Master.'9 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  Washington  Warren. 

Charles  C.  Dams. 

Benjamin  Dean. 

Charles  Leti  Woodburt. 

Charles  R.  Train. 
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On  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
the  amendment  adopted  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  in  favor  of, 
to  two  against  it. 

The  decease  of  R.W.  Br.  Thomas  Tolman,  a  Past  Grand 
'  Warden  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  was  announced  by  the  M. W. 
Grand  Master,  who  referred  the  matter  to  R.W.  Brothers 
John  H.  Sheppard,  Winslow  Lewis  and  Charles  W.  Moore. 

A  complaint  was  made  by  Br.  J.  W.  Denney  against  Adel- 
phi  Lodge,  South  Boston,  for  conferring  the  Degrees  on  W. 
W.  Hebbard,  a  supposed  resident  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
referred  to  R.W.  Br.  Benj.  Dean  and  Worshipful  Brothers 
John  Kneeland  and  F.  G.  Walbridge. 

The  following  letter  was  read :  — 

M.  W.  William  S.  Gardner,  E*q.t  Grand  Matter  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas  - 
tachutetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  — 

You  will  please  to  hand  the  within  Bond  for  one  hundred  dol- 
lars to  our  worthy  Grand  Treasurer  as  a  gift  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
towards  cancelling  the  debt  to  that  amount  on  our  noble  Temple. 
Yours  fraternally, 

LOVELL  BlCKNELL. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  William  D.  Coolidge,  it  was 
Voted y  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  be  given  to  Br. 
Bicknell  for  his  valuable  gift. 

The  following  Lodges  presented  amendments  to  their  By- 
Laws  for  approval,  viz., — Quinebaug,  Chicopee,  Mount  Oli- 
vet, Isaac  Parker,  Fellowship,  and  Ancient  Landmark.  The 
M.W.  Grand  Master  appointed  R.W.  Br.  W.  F,  Salmon 
and  W.  Brothers  James  Utley  and  J.  W.  Jordon  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  same. 

A  Commission  was  presented  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
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Missouri,  appointing  W.  Br.  John  K.  Hall  its  representative 
near  this  Grand  Lodge.  This  was  referred  to  R.  W.  Brother 
C.  C.  Dame,  W.  Br.  John  A.  Goodwin,  and  W,  Br.  C.  F. 
Gerry. 

R.  W.  Br.  John  H.  Sheppard,  in  behalf  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  decease  of  R.W.  Thomas  Tolman, 
made  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted :  — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  death  of  the  R.W. 
Thomas  Tolman,  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  report :  — 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Tolman  was  born  at  Stoughton,  Massa- 
chusetts, February  20,  1791,  and  died  in  Boston  June  29,  1869, 
aged  70  years,  4  months.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  in  the 
sixth  generation  of  Thomas  Tolman ;  who,  born  in  England  1608 
-9,  came  to  this  country  with  the  early  settlers  of  Dorchester, 
and  his  name  is  appended  to  the  Church  Covenant  of  1686,  and 
also  recorded  as  a  Freeman  May  18,  1640.  The  estate  he  ac- 
quired in  Stoughton  is  nearly  all  in  the  possession  of  one  of  his 
descendants. 

He  took  his  degree  at  Brown  University  in  1811,  where,  at 
commencement,  he  delivered  a  "  Poem  on  Social  Intercourse ;  be 
also  received  the  degree  of  A.M.  from  Harvard  College  in  1822. 
Having  studied  law,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  and  commenced 
at  Canton  in  1815,  from  whence  he  removed  to  a  wider  field  in 
Boston  in  1837. 

He  represented  Canton  in  the  Legislature  of  this  Common- 
wealth seven  years,  and  Boston,  after  his  removal,  five  years. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  "  Contested  Elections  "  in 
the  years  1845—6  and  '47,  and  made  several  valuable  reports. 
Under  Governor  Briggs'  administration  he  was  one  of  his  Coun- 
cillors in  1849  and  '50. 

Brother  Tolman  was  married  to  Elizabeth  C,  daughter  of  Col- 
Jacob  Stearns,  of  this  city,  April  80,  1846,  by  the  Rev.  Ephraim 
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Peabody,  D.D.  Though  he  entered  the  matrimonial  vineyard  at 
the  eleventh  hour,  yet  he  received  his  penny.  He  was  a  happy 
man.  His  wife  was  a  very  amiable  and  pleasing  woman,  and  of  a 
domestic  character.  Her  death  transpired  November  26,  1866, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  She  left  but  one  child,  Miss  Elizabeth 
S.  Tolman,  who  was  born  April  5,  1851.  Such  is  a  brief  sum- 
mary of  his  public  life.  His  masonic  character  stands  high  on 
the  roll  of  the  craftsmen. 

He  was  initiated  in  Rising  Star  Lodge,  of  Stoughton,  of  which 
he  was  elected  Master  several  years. 

He  was  H.P.  of  Mount  Zion,  R.A.  Chapter  in  Stoughton  in 
1823,  G.H.P.  of  the  G.R.A.  Chapter  of  Massachusetts  1844  and 
1848,  and  was  Deputy  G.H.P.  in  1841,  '42,  '43  and  '44.  July 
4,  1825,  as  District  Deputy  G.M.  he  was  deputed  to  lay  the  cor- 
ner-stone of  the  Court  House  in  Dedham,  on  which  was  afterwards 
erected  a  beautiful  granite  edifice  of  the  Doric  Order.  He  de- 
livered an  address  on  the  occasion,  neat  and  appropriate,  and 
spoken  of  in  high  terms  by  those  who  witnessed  the  ceremonies. 

He  was  elected  S.G.  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts three  times,  and  in  1849  he  succeeded  the  late  lamented 
R.W.  John  J.  Loring  as  Grand  Treasurer,  an  office  to  which  he 
was  annually  chosen  until  December,  1861,  thirteen  years.  His 
fidelity  and  correctness  in  that  important  station  need  no  comment. 

Two  eventful  incidents  in  his  masonic  history  ought  not  to  be 
omitted.  He  was  in  that  vast  concourse  of  the  fraternity  when, 
on  the  17th  day  of  June,  1825,  the  corner-stone  of  the  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  was  squared,  levelled,  and  plumbed  by  our  M.W.G. 
Master,  the  Hon.  John  Abbott,  Gen.  Lafayette,  and  Daniel  Web- 
ster. The  sky  was  auspicious,  the  spectacle  sublime,  and  to  those 
august  ceremonies  of  that  day,  the  eloquence  of  Webster  gave  a 
finish  and  splendor  never  surpassed,  if  ever  equalled,  upon  an  oc- 
casion of  this  kind. 

He  was  also  one  of  the  six  thousand  Freemasons  of  Boston  and  its 
vicinity  who,  on  the  81st  day  of  December,  1831  —  nearly  forty 
years  ago  —  signed  that  eloquent  Declaration,  exhibiting  the 
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nature  and  principles  of  our  Institution,  and  protesting  against  the 
calumnies  and  persecution  of  our  enemies.  He  lived  to  see  their 
unhallowed  efforts  vanish  into  oblivion,  and  Freemasonry  emerge 
from  the  ordeal  more  vigorous  and  flourishing  than  ever. 

Our  deceased  Brother  was  a  man  of  fine  literary  taste  and  of 
extensive  reading.  He  thought  highly  of  our  beautiful  lectures 
and  believed  in  the  great  antiquity  of  Freemasonry.  He  thought 
that  a  true  and  well-informed  Mason,  who  cultivated  his  mind 
and  carried  into  practice  abroad  what  he  was  taught  in  theory  at 
our  meetings  in  the  Lodge,  was  indeed  a  fair  model  of  a  man. 

He  was  never  idle,  —  he  loved  occupation.  In  his  early  life  he 
compiled  a  Greek  grammar  for  his  own  use.  He  wrote  a  history 
of  his  native  town,  Canton  and  Sharon ;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented 
that  he  did  not  revise  and  publish  it.  Such  works  are  becoming 
exceedingly  precious,  and  the  N.£.  Historie-Genealogical  Society, 
into  which  he  was  admitted  April  1,  1863,  has  now  in  its  library 
more  than  three  hundred  volumes  of  Town  Histories. 

In  his  profession  he  was  a  well-read,  sound  lawyer,  and  excel- 
lent counsellor,  ever  ready  to  be  a  peace-maker  among  men  too 
prone  to  go  to  law  and  waste  their  property  in  idle  litigation. 

In  a  word,  Brother  Tolman,  always  looking  upon  the  bright 
side  of  human  life,  was  an  agreeable  and  cheerful  companion,  ex- 
emplary in  all  the  relations  of  life,  kind  in  his  feelings,  and  with 
the  courteousness  of  a  gentleman  belonging  to  the  old  school. 
It  was  a  fixed  maxim  with  him  to  owe  no  man  ;  and  among  the 
members  of  our  fraternity  no  one  set  a  higher  value  on  the  moral 
teachings  of  the  square  and  level. 

He  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  though  some  months  before  his 
death  he  began  to  fail,  and  he  felt  the  truth  of  that  striking  orient- 
al figure,  —  The  Grasshopper  shall  become  a  burden.  He  told  his 
friends  he  was  anxious  tQ  set  bis  house  in  order,  and  he  did. 
After  a  confinement  of  a  few  weeks,  in  which  he  was  not  a  severe 
sufferer,  he  quietly  went  away — 

"  Passing  through  nature 
To  eternity ! " 
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re  has  joined  the  silent  assembly  of  our  departed  Grand  Mas- 
who  were  his  eotemporaries :  John  Soley,  John  Abbott, 
rust  us  Peabodv,  Paul  Dean,  Edward  A.  Raymond,  Simon  W. 
•insoiK  and  last  of  all,  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  our* 
thy  and  enthusiastic  Brother,  Thomas  Power,  the  lover  of 
try  and  music,  and  who  has  left  us  some  sweet  memories  of 
genius,  —  wreaths  of  evergreen  which  he  wove  around  the  pil- 
ot" our  temple. 

fe  was  buried  in  S  tough  ton,  where  Rising  Star  Lodge,  over 
ch  he  presided,  dropped  the  sprig  of  acacia  into  his  grave. 

'solved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  lamented  Brother,  R.W.  Thomas  Tol- 
,  we  have  lost  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  who  has  sustained  high 
b*  in  the  same,  as  also  in  other  fraternities  of  our  Order,  and,  by  his  vir- 
,  integrity,  talents,  and  courteous  friendly  demeanor  has  endeared  his 
10 ry  to  all  our  Brethren,  and  especially  to  this  Grand  Lodge. 
raTraf,  That  during  a  long  life,  extending  to  a  good  old  age,  more  than 
years  of  which  he  was  a  Mason,  always  active,  and  much  of  the  time  in 
office,  Brother  Tolman  has  left  a  character  honorable  to  masonry  and 
h  respected  in  the  community.  As  an  evidence  that  your  committee  is 
too  partial  to  his  worth,  they  would  refer  to  a  happy  epitome  of  the  char- 
f  of  this  excellent  man  in  the  Boston  Transcript,  June  22,  1869 :  "  He 
one  of  the  most  gentle  and  amiable  of  men,  universally  beloved  and  es- 
led  wherever  be  was  known." 

John  H.  Sheppard. 
Chas.  W.  Moore. 

eptember  8,  1869. 

l.W,  Br.  Benjamin  Dean,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
complaint  of  Br.  J.  W.  Denney  against  Adelphi  Lodge, 
h  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  the 

>mmendation  adopted. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  Sept  8,  1869. 
lie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  of  Br.  J. 
Denney  against  Adelphi  Lodge,  after  an  investigation  of  all 
circumstances  complained  of,  are  of  opinion  that  the  proceed- 

l  were  regular. 

hi  Denney' s  complaint  under  Article  3,  Section  7,  of  the 
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Grand  Constitutions,  appears  by  the  records  to  have  been  con- 
sidered and  passed  upon  by  the  Lodge. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  complaint  be  dismissed. 

Benjamiv  Dean. 
John  Kneelaxd. 
F.  G.  Walbridgk. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments  to 

By-Laws,  reported  as  follows  : — 

In  Gbahd  Lqdgs,  Sept.  8,  1869. 
To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Wardau  and  Member*. 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  amendments  to  By- 
Laws  of  Quinnebang  Lodge,  Chicopee  Lodge,  Mount  Olivei 
Lodge,  Isaac  Parker  Lodge,  and  the  new  draft  of  By-Laws  of 
Fellowship,  Ancient  Landmark,  and  Trinity  Lodges,  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  same,  and  find  them  all  in  conformity 
with  the  Constitutions  of  this  M.W.  Grand  Lodge,  and  recom- 
mend that  they  be  approved. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  F.  Salmon. 
James  Utley. 
J.  W.  Jordan. 

On  motion,  it  was  Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and 
the  recommendation  adopted. 

The  following  committees  were  granted  further  time : 

On  so  much  of  the  Grand  Master's  Address  as  refers  to  the 
w  Powers  of  the  Board  of  Directors." 

On  complaint  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  against 
Mount  Hollis  Lodge. 

On  the  petition  of  Lewis  Hay  den  and  others. 

On  the  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

A  communication  was  received  in  reference  to  laying  the 
corner-stone  of  the  new  post-office  in  this  city,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Grand  Master,  with  full  powers. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  was  then  closed  in  Ample  Form. 
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ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION. 
December  8,  A.L.  5869. 

lb  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge 
Ma^ni'liusettH  was  held  at  Masonic  Temple,  on  Wednes- 

r,  December  8,  1869. 

PRESENT. 

W.  Wjlliam  Sew  all  Gardner  .   .   .   Grand  Master. 

V.  Charles  Lkvi  Woodbury     .   .   .   Deputy  Grand  Master. 


7.  It hamae  F.  Coskbt   Senior  Grand  Warden. 

7-  Ivory  \L  Popj   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

T,  Jons  McClellan   Grand  Treasurer. 

P\  Solon  Thornton   Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

7.  Cham,**  W.  Moore   Correspond^  Grand  Secretary. 

7.  Andrew  G,  Sm  ith   D.D.G.Master,  District  No.  1.  . 

P.  Tract  P  Cue  ever   „         „      District  No.  2. 

7,  Benjamin  Pope   „         „      District  No.  8. 

7.  F*  L v.MAN  Wis ship   „         „      District  No.  4. 

7.  George  H.  Person   „         „     District  No.  6. 

J,  Hesrt  P.  Perkinb   „         „     District  No.  7. 

7s  Andrew  J.  Clark   „         „      District  No.  8. 

7.  Daniel  Upton    „         „     District  No.  9. 

P\  David  W.  Crafts   „        „     District  No.  10. 

7.  Cbables  G.  limn   „        „     District  No.  11. 

7.  George  E.  Stact                               „  „     District  No.  12. 

7.  J.  Mason  Everett   „         „     District  No.  13. 

7.  John  A,  Lee   „         „     District  No.  14. 

7.  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr   „         „      District  No.  15. 

V.  2.  L.  Bickkell   „        „     District  No.  16. 

Rev.  Charles  H.  Titus   Grand  Chaplain. 

Willi  ax  T.  Grammbr   Grand  Marshal. 

Lucius  W.  Lot  ell,  } 

James  IL  Pickett,    £   Grand  Stewards. 

John  Haigh,  ) 

Samuel  C.  Lawrence   Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

Love  ll  BtcitN ell   Grand  Standard-Bearer. 

Charles  Kimball   Grand  Pursuivant. 

E.  Dana  Bancroi t,  } 

Cephas  Brigham,       £   Grand  Lecturers. 

Alfred  F.  Chapman,  5 

Eben  F.  Gay   Grand  Tyler. 
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PERMANENT  MEMBERS. 


R.W.  Winslow  Lewis,  M.D   Past  Grand  Master. 

R  W*  John  T.  Heard  ,  „  „ 

R.W*  William  D.  Coolidge   „  „  „ 

R.W*  William  Parkmar   „  „  „ 

K  W.  Charles  C.  Dame   „  „  „ 

R.W,  Abraham  A.  Dame   Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

K  U  Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Welles,  D.D.  .   .  . 

K.W.  Lucius  R.  Paige   „  „  „  „ 

R.W,  Charles  R.  Train   „  „  „ 

R*W*  G.  Washington  Warren  ....  „  „  „ 

R.W.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson   „  „  „ 

R.W*  Newell  A.  Thompson   „  „  „ 

R.W.  Charles  W.  Moore   „  „  „ 

R.W,  Bradford  L.  Wtales,  M.D.    .    .    .  Past  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  Lorenzo  H.  Gamwell   „  „  „ 

R.W.  Joel  Spalding,  M.D   „  „  „ 

R.W*  Henry  Chickerino   „  „  „ 

R.W,  William  W.  Baker  

R.W*  William  Sutton   „  „  „ 

R.W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver  ,  „  „ 

R.W*  William  F.  Salmon   „  „  „ 

R.W.  John  H.  Sheppard   „  „  „ 

R.W.  Isaac  Hull  Wright   „  „  „ 

R.W.  Peter  C.  Jones,   „  „  „ 

R.W*  Solon  Thornton   „  „  „ 

R*W*  Henry  Mulliken   „  „  „ 

R.W,  George  H.  Taber  


LODGES  AND  THEIR  REPRESENTATIVES. 


AbcnJour  .    •  W.  L.  Gardner .  . 

W.  B.  Mayhew  .  . 

Adelphi  E.  H.  Brainard  .  . 

Amicable  James  Milligan .  . 

Samuel  P.  Adams . 
Ancient  York    .....   Albion  J.  Dudley  . 

Aurora  Charles  S.  Litch  . 

Athclstane  James  J.  Russ  .  . 

N.  E.  Converse .  . 
R.  Z.  Golbert   .  . 

Alfred  Baylies  Charles  F.  Eddy  . 

W.  B.  Presbrey  . 
Lemuel  T.  Talbot . 
Ancient  Landmark  ( Shanghai )  William  F.  Salmon 
 Geo.  T.  Wyer  .  . 


Senior  Warden. 
Junior  Warden. 
Master. 
'Master. 
Senior  Warden. 
Master. 
Master. 
Master. 

Senior  Warden. 
Junior  Warden. 
Master. 

Senior  Warden. 
Junior  Warden. 
Proxy. 
Master. 
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Bethesda  (Brighton)  . 

TtiMarnl 

Blue  Hill  

.  Master. 

.  Master. 

CincinnAtus  .... 

.   .    w .  w .  it  ice  

.  Master. 

.    ,   William  J.  Sawin  .   .  . 

.  Master. 

Charles  C.  Dame   .  . 

.   .   Sherman  Nelson   .   .  . 

.   Senior  Warden. 

.  Master. 

Delta  

J.  M.  Rodocanachi    .  . 

.   Senior  Warden. 

Otis  E.  Weld  .... 

.  Master. 

.  Master. 

.    uuiiior  vt  uracil. 

.   F.  S.  Churchill .... 

.   Senior  Warden. 

.   .  J.  W.  Tapley   .   .   .  . 

William  Neilson   .   .  . 

.   Senior  Warden. 

.    G.  W.  Chandler   .   .  . 

.  Master. 

C.  H.  Littlefield   .   .  . 

.  Junior  Warden. 

Edward  F.  Everett   .  . 

.  Junior  Warden. 

Hifftm  ...... 

.  Master. 
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.   .  Master. 

,  Master. 

Hyde  Park  

G.  F.  Beemis   .  ,  . 

.   .   Senior  Warden. 

Wm  H  Hoiifttin 

»T  AA1  ■  lit  liVUSUB       •  • 

Junior  Warden. 

T-T  nn  tintftnn 

W  TT  Kncrwin 

Hi  Ttn  nn  v 

Vt    T  RvAna 

Master 

J.  W.  Hay  ward    .  . 

.   .   Senior  Warden. 

Ionic  (Easthampton)  .   .  . 

Lafiiyette  Clapp    .  . 

.  Master. 

Isaac  Parker  

H.N.Fisher    .   .  . 

Master. 

Joseph  Warren  .   .       .  . 

D.  A.  Lawrence   .  . 

.   .   Senior  Warden. 

Joseph  S.  Howe    .  . 

.   .  Master. 

Elijah  Lewis,  2d   .  . 

.   .  Master. 

Ansel  D.  Lothrop  .  . 

Senior  Warden. 

Russell  Matthews  .  . 

.  Junior  Warden. 

.   .  Master. 

Proxy. 

.  Master. 

C.  R.  Whitney  .   .  . 

Jonathan  P.  Folsom  .  . 

Master. 

Charles  A.  Stott  .  . 

Junior  Warden. 

Senior  Warden. 

Alfred  B.  Hodges  .  . 

.   Junior  Warden. 

uonn  »  .  iviwoou  .  . 

Master. 

Konnohasset  ...*.. 

James  H.  Bouv6  .  . 

Master. 

f^Vi  carina  A  Clv*ma 

senior  w  arueo. 

Lafayette  (Boston  Highlands) 

Lafayette  (North  Adams) 

Robert  Howard    .   .  . 

.  Master. 

Henry  J.  Parker  .   .  . 

.   Senior  Warden. 

Saml.  A.  B  Bragg    .  . 

.   Junior  Warden. 

Wm.J.  Ellis    .   .   .  . 

Edward  H.  Morse  .   .  . 

.  Junior  Warden. 
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ant  Camel  John  Shaw,  2d   Senior  Warden. 

Charles  E.  Parsons   .   .   .  Junior  Warden, 

uut  Ilermon  N.  T.  Merritt   Master. 

John  Viall   Senior  Warden. 

S.  B.  Harrington  ....  Junior  Warden, 

lint  Vernon  E.  W.  Glover   Master. 

John  P.  Soule   Senior  Warden. 

W.  H.  Foran   Junior  Warden. 

Idlesex  .......   F.  H.  Sprague   Master. 

ridian   ,  H.  C.  Burnham    ....  Master. 

ant  Olivet  Charles  Harris   Master. 

Horace  W.  Fuller  ....  Junior  Warden, 

tutor     .  Geo.  R.  Emerson  ....  Master. 

Albert  T.  Bacon   ....  Senior  Warden, 

rrinuck    ......   E.  M.  Hines   Master. 

Henry  O.  Burr   Senior  Warden. 

unt  Horeb  (Wobuni).   .   A.  S.  Wood   Master. 

Geo.  H.  Conn   Senior  Warden. 

J.  R.  Kendall   Junior  Warden. 

mnt  Mori&h   .....   M.  L.  Robinson    ....  Master. 

slia  Wm.  H.  Murray   ....  Senior  Warden. 

J.  D.  Ferry   Junior  Warden. 

tint  Tom  M.  W.  Prentiss   Master. 

Macule  .......   Henry  C.  Willson  ....  Master. 

N.  R.  Scott   Senior  Warden. 

Daniel  Seagrave   ....  Junior  Warden, 

atgoniery  E.  F.  Holbrook   Master. 

J.  M.  Woods   Senior  Warden. 

H.  C.  Skinner   Junior  Warden. 

<rot  Hotlis  B.  F.  Batchelder,  jr.  .    .   .  Master. 

H.  E.  Leland   Senior  Warden. 

-unt  Horeb  {West Harwich)  O.  C.  Baker   Master. 

S.  Sears   Senior  Warden. 

Wm.  M.  Rogers   ....  Junior  Warden. 

Epati  ........    Henry  Endicott    ....  Master. 

gpflfag  Star  H.  A.  Richardson  ....  Senior  Warden. 

inge  .  C.  W.  Barber   Senior  Warden. 

ve  Branch  ......   J.  B.  Sayles   Master. 

N.  H.  Sears   Senior  Warden. 

H.  M.  Wilcox   Junior  Warden. 

tent  .  W.  H.  Gay   Master. 

Geo.  L.  Rhoades  ....  Senior  Warden. 

Geo.  K.  Bird   Junior  Warden. 

lental  John  Pierce   Master. 

1  Colony  Charles  N.  Marsh  ....  Master. 
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.   Charles  w.  stone  .   .  . 

Master. 

Geo.  W.  Home .   .   .  . 

Junior  Warden. 

.  J.  N.  Whitaker .   .   .  . 

.   S.  S.  Fuller  .... 

.  J.  L.  Lovell  

.  Job  A.  T.Eddy    .   .  . 

.   Senior  Warden. 

Charles  Raymond  .   .  . 

.   Junior  Warden. 

Philanthropic  

.  Benj.  F.  Doe    .   .  . 

.   Geo.  M.  Newton   .   .  . 

.  Junior  Warden. 

.   P.  T.  Litchfield    .  . 

.   .  Master. 

.   t  harles  H.  BoUes  .   .  . 

Senior  Warden. 

C-,,,.]  \V«.11« 

.   George  Wilby      .  . 

Blaster. 

nntnV  Kama iimf*Tfi 

Sftninr  W  union 

B.  S.  Hopkins  .   .    .  . 

.   George  F.  Walker    .  . 

Master. 

.   .  Master. 

baint  John  s  (Boston;  .  . 

n     T  T 

C1  n  ?  „  4     A  -  JaAn.L 

oenior  Yvaruen. 

Wm.  Parkman,  jr.    .  . 

Junior  Warden. 

Star  01  isetnienem  .   .  . 

CI  a  fx    W  Vnon 

WT     1"V     O  1  

Saint  Paul  (Groton)   .  . 

.   Mo  wry  Lap  ham    .   .  . 

Master. 

.   Henry  A.  Brown  .   .  . 

.    Senior  Warden. 

•  Joseph  L.  Johnson    .  . 

Master. 

.   Geo.  H.  Valpey    .   .  . 

.   Senior  Warden. 

Saint  John's  (So.  Boston) 

.   F.  G.  Walbridge   .   .  . 

.  Master. 

W.  H.  H.  Soule    .   .  . 

.   Senior  Warden. 

Geo.  S.  Worcester    .  . 

.   Junior  Warden. 

.  Master. 

.   Geo.  0.  Brigham  .   .  . 

.  Master. 

.   Geo.  C.  Forrest    .   .  . 

.    Senior  Warden. 

Wm.  H.  Torrey   .   .  . 

.  Junior  Warden. 
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Star  in  the  East  . 

•Tump a  Tftvlni* 

&Aninr  WhtHayi 

•Tiininr  nYf\f*n 
o  muur  tt  tuucUi 

Social  TTflrmnrtv 

Ciiini  T»  -         -      ^  }^ 

.  Master. 

Charles  H.  Wonton   .  . 

.   Senior  Warden. 

G.  W.  Waterhouse    .  . 

.   Senior  Warden. 

_.  . 

.  Master. 

Union  (Dorchester) 

N  N  Farrar 

Master 

Union  (Nantucket) 

■        •        JL  vt  IT      if  IU  Ok\J  vT            •        •  • 

•  Master. 

United  Brethren  . 

Master. 

Winslow  Lewis  .   .  . 

.   .   W.  II.  Chessman  .   .  . 

.  Master. 

.  Master. 

William  Farkman  .  . 

.  .   Edwin  A.  Wadleigh  .  . 

.  Master. 

XXTm     TP    /~lal  a 

Master. 

Joseph  G.  Eaton   .   .  . 

.   Senior  Warden. 

Webster  

.  Master. 

William  North  .   .  . 

.  Master. 

Charles  E.  Powers 

Senior  Warden. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  2  o'clock, 
p.m.,  with  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  W.  Br.  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Titus. 

The  record  of  the  last  Communication  was  read. 

Br.  John  R.  Baker  was  recognized  as  proxy  for  John  T. 
Heard  Lodge,  of  Ipswich ;  Joseph  P.  Johnson,  for  King 
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Hiram  Lodge,  of  Provincetown ;  Daniel  W.  Taft,  for  Solo- 
mon's Temple  Lodge,  of  Uxbridge ;  and  George  W.  Wil- 
liams, for  Starr  King  Lodge,  of  Salem. 

A  communication  of  Br.  Henry  Crippen,  complaining  that 
his  name  was  omitted  in  the  copy  of  the  Charter  of  Franklin 
Lodge,  furnished  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  was  received  and  re- 
ferred to  R.W.  Br.  George  E.  Stacy  and  W.  Brothers  Wil- 
liam H.  Kent  and  Edwin  A.  Wadleigh. 

A  complaint  made  by  Br.  Edward  G.  Russell  against 
Mount  Olivet  Lodge,  Cambridge,  was  received  and  referred 
to  R.W.  Br.  Charles  R.  Train,  W.  Br.  Henry  Endicott,  and 
W.  Br.  George  H.  Conn. 

A  communication  from  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy  was 
received,  and  referred  to  R.W.  Brpthers  Charles  Levi 
Woodbury,  Charles  W.  Moore,  and  Br.  Charles  Edward 
Powers. 

The  following  petition  from  Bethany  Lodge,  U.D.,  was 
received,  and  referred  to  R.W.  Br.  William  F.  Salmon,  W. 
Br.  Henry  C.  Willson,  and  W.  Br.  H.  C.  Burnham :  — 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Fm 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts* 

We,  the  undersigned,  being  Master  Masons  of  good  standing, 
and  having  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft  at  heart,  are  anxious  to 
exert  our  best  endeavors  to  promote  and  diffuse  the  genuine  prin- 
ciples of  Freemasonry,  and,  for  the  convenience  of  our  respective 
dwellings,  and  other  good  reasons,  we  are  desirous  of  forming  a 
new  Lodge,  to  be  named  Bethany  Lodge. 

We,  therefore,  with  the  approbation  of  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  and  the  Lodges  nearest  our  residence,  respectfully 
pray  for  a  Charter  empowering  us  to  meet  as  a  regular  Lodge,  at 
West  Amesbubt,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  every  month,  and  there 
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to  discharge  the  duties  of  Ancient  York  Masonry  in  a  constitu- 
tional manner,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Order  and  the  laws 
of  tho  Grand  Lodge. 

And  we  have  nominated  and  do  recommend  Brother  Morton 
B.  Merrill  to  be  the  first  Master,  Brother  Charles  W.  Sawyer  to 
be  the  first  Senior  Warden,  and  Brother  Andrew  J.  Lovell  to  be 
the  first  Junior  Warden  of  the  said  Lodge. 

The  prayer  of  this  petition  being  granted,  we  promise  strict 

obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  laws 

and  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Joseph  W.  Sabgent.       A.  A.  Sawteb. 
Chables  W.  Emerson.    Nelson  S.  Hott. 
John  K. 'Sargent.  Elbbidge  C.  Sawteb. 

George  Adams.  Joseph  B.  Cillet. 

Isaac  B.  Little.  Andrew  J.  Lovell. 

F.  M.  Ordway.  Horace  L.  Swain. 

Charles  W.  Sawyer.     A.  L.  Baxter. 
£.  C.  Hopkins.  Morton  B.  Merrill. 

Thomas  H.  Goodwin.  Wendell  B.  Whittibr. 
Bailey  Saroent.  Jona.  B.  Sarobnt. 

Henry  J.  Cushing.        Edwin  Sargent. 
Isaac  Jones.  J.  S.  Nichols. 

J.  A.  Lancaster. 

Ambsbuby,  November  17,  1869. 
At  a  Regular  Communication  of  Warren  Lodge  the  following 
vote  was  passed :  — 

"  Voted,  That  the  Lodge  consent  to,  and  recommend  the  grant- 
ing of  the  prayer  of  the  above  petitioners." 

A  true  copy.  Attest, 
[seal]  S.  F.  Merrill,  Secretary. 

I  cordially  recommend  granting  the  prayer  of  the  within  pe- 
tition. L.  A.  Bishop, 

D.D.  Grand  Matter  Sixth  Masonic  District. 

The  following  petition  for  a  Charter  was  received  from 
Palestine  Lodge,  U.D.,  at  Maiden,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee  charged  with  the  petition  from  Bethany  Lodge : — 
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'  To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Commonwealth  of  MassaeAmsnVs. 
The  undersigned,  having  been  working  under  Dispensation 
since  December  8,  1868,  by  the  name  of  Palestine  Lodge, 
hereby  submit  our  Records  and  By-Laws  for  approval  of  the 
M.W.  Grand  Lodge,  and  respectfully  petition  for  a  Charter,  and 
to  be  constituted  into  a  regular  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

George  W.  Peircb. 
Hrnrt  L.  Chase. 
Alfred  Tufts. 
Thomas  Leatitt. 
James  P.  Stewart. 
J.  Franklin  Wakefield. 
Philip  Ham. 
Step.  A.  Stimfsoh. 
Benjamin  Coret. 
Albert  W.  Lewis. 
H.  W.  Van  Voorhis. 
J.  C.  Van  Voorhis. 
Peter  Hansen. 
John  G.  Berrt. 

MaldeN,  Dec.  8, 1869. 

The  following  Communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers 
Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  Charles  W.  Moore,  and  Lucius  R. 
Paige. 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  A.  F.  &  A.  MASONS  OF  CANADA. 

Grand  Secretary's  Office,  j 
Hamilton,  25th  October,  1869.  f 
To  the  M.W.  Grand  Master,  Officers  and  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts. 

M.W.  Sir  and  Brethren, — I  have  the  honor,  by  command  of 
the  M.W.  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  jour  Grand  Lodge  the  existence  of  a  rebel- 
lious and  seditious  movement  by  certain  mal-content  brethren  in 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  with  the  object  and  aim  of  establishing 
a  second  Grand  Lodge  within  our  territorial  jurisdiction,  the 
supreme  control  over  which  has  been  reeognized  and  accorded  to 
this  Grand  Lodge  by  every  Grand  Lodge  in  the  world. 
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These  rebellious  brethren,  many  of  whom  are  under  suspen- 
sion, called  a  Convention,  which  met  in  the  City  of  Montreal  on 
the  25th  instant  (at  which  the  public  prints  report  there  were 
about  twenty  Lodges  represented,  less  than  one-half  of  the 
Lodges  in  that  portion  of  our  jurisdiction  —  and  two  of  the 
Lodges  mentioned  had  been  suspended  for  the  contumacious  con- 
duct of  its  members),  and  formed  a  so-called  Grand  Lodge, 
electing  officers,  &c,  &c.  In  the  same  report  it  is  stated  that 
Brother  J.  H.  Graham,  of  Richmond,  was  elected  Grand  Master, 
and  Brother  Edson  Komp,  of  Nelsonville,  Grand  Secretary,  Ac. 
Doubtless  this  pretended  organization  will  shortly  make  applica- 
tion to  your  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  for  recognition,  counsel,  and 
support.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  is  preparing  a  circular 
which  it  is  intended  shall  be  sent  to  all  the  Grand  Lodges  with 
which  it  is  in  friendly  and  fraternal  correspondence,  containing 
full  and  complete  information  in  regard  to  this  most  unmasonic 
and  unconstitutional  movement,  and,  pending  its  reception,  I  am 
to  express  the  hope  that  your  Grand  Lodge  will  in  no  manner 
accord  a  recognition  to  this  irregular  and  clandestine  organization. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain 

Your  obedient  servant  and  brother. 

[seal]  Thos.  B.  Harris, 

Grand  Secretary  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada. 

The  following  petition  from  Blackstone  River  Lodge  was 
received,  read,  and  referred  to  R.W.  Br.  William  D.  Cool- 
idge,  W.  Br.  William  H.  Chessman,  and  R.W.  Br.  Charles 
Levi  Woodbury :  — 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts. 

Be  it  known  that  the  Blackstone  River  Lodge  of  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  your  petitioners,  would  most  humbly  set  forth  and 
show  unto  your  most  Honorable  Body,  that  Benjamin  Booth,  a 
Master  Mason,  and  member  of  Blackstone  River  Lodge,  in  good 
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standing,  is  now  confined  in  Londonderry  jail,  Ireland,  awaiting 
trial  for  the  alleged  crime  of  murder ;  and  they  would  further 
most  humbly  set  forth,  and  show  unto  you,  that  the  said  Benjamin 
Booth  has  been  a  member  of  our  Lodge  for  about  four  years,  and 
is  known  to  us  not  only  as  a  brother  distinguished  for  his  fidelity 
to  the  Craft,  but  as  a  man  of  free  and  generous  impulse,  endeared 
to  his  many  friends  by  his  kind  and  courteous  demeanor,  and  es- 
teemed by  all  for  his  manly  qualities  and  christian  virtues.  A 
man  discreet  in  all  his  actions,  with  a  temper  well  governed  and 
restrained,  we  cannot  but  feel  that  he  was  impelled  to  the  com- 
mission of  the  act  for  which  he  is  arraigned  by  the  most  aggriev- 
ing circumstances  at  a  time  when  he  was  in  imminent  peril  of  his 
life.  Therefore,  your  petitioners  would  most  humbly  pray  that 
the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  will  cause  his  previous  repu- 
tation and  good  character  to  be  set  forth  and  shown  unto  the 
brethren  of  the  Lodges  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  which  may 
be  in  the  vicinity  of  his  confinement  and  place  of  trial,  and  that 
they  be  asked  to  render  unto  him  our  warmest  heartfelt  sympathy, 
to  give  him  the  full  benefit  of  every  extenuating  circumstance,  to 
throw  over  him  the  broad  mantle  of  charity,  and  to  do  all  that  they 
can  consistently  with  their  duty  to  their  God  and  their  country  to 
procure  his  speedy  release.  And  your  petitioners  will,  as  in  duty 
bound,  ever  pray,  remembering  that  we  are  all  in  the  bonds  of  a 
Brotherhood  world-wide  in  its  existence  and  benefits. 

Caleb  G.  Carb,  W.M. 
[seal]  Benk  Ainsworth,  S  W. 

Lorenzo  F.  Ames,  J.W. 
Given  under  the  seal  of  Blackstone  River  Lodge  by  vote  at  a 
regular  communication,  held  November  16,  5869. 

Geo.  H.  Bates, 

Secretary . 

The  Auditing  Committee  made  the  following  report :  — 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston,  December  8,  1869. 
The  Auditing  Committee  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  have  at- 
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tended  to  their  duty  for  the  year  ending  t>n  the  6th  instant,  and 
respectfully  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

They  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  R.W. 
Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  the  same  to  have  been  correctly  and 
accurately  kept,  and  his  payments  duly  authorized  and  properly 
vouched. 

The  Treasurer  charges  himself  with  the  following 


RECEIPTS. 

From  Balance  from  last  year   .   .   .  $3,617.94 

„   Notes   $146,000.00 

„   D.D.  Grand  Masters  and  Commutation.    .   .  89,258  19 

„   Rents   28,874.90 

„   Dispensations   10000 

„   Charter   60.00 

„   Lodges  U.D   186.00 

„   Interest   82.09 

„   Bonds  sold   8,100.00  216,600.18 


Total   $220,118.12 

The  Treasurer  claims  to  be  credited  with  the  following 

PAYMENTS. 

Grand  Master's  expenses,  &c.   $  222.76 

D.D.G.  Masters'      „    1,018.60 

Grand  Secretary's  salary  eighteen  months,  office  ex- 
penses, &c   918.48 

Printing,  stationery  and  diplomas   1,669.06 

Notes  paid    178,100.00 

Interest  paid   26,606.26 

Treasurer's  salary,  postages,  stamps,  &c   298.60 

Insurance  on  Temple   8,587.60 

Superintendence  and  cleaning  Temple   1,974.92 

Engineer  and  coal   1,641.14 

Repairs,  &c   882.88 

Taxes  for  1867-68    6,244.00 

Incidental  Expenses   1,782.09 

Cash  balance  on  hand   •  1,947.48 

 $220,118.12 


The  present  liabilities  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  as  follows :  — 
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First  Mortgage  $150,000.00 

Second  Mortgage  $150,000,  less  bonds  unsold  $33,000  117,000.00 

Floating  debt .   . '   89,000.00 

Taxes  for  the  present  year  .   5,480.00 

Salaries,  interest,  and  sundry  bills  estimated  .   .   .  2,020.00 

  363,500.00 

Less  cash  on  hand   1,917.48 


Present  liabilities   $361,552.62 


At  the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Decem- 
ber, 1868,  jour  committee  reported  the  liabilities  as  $377,460.79, 
showing  a  reduction  during  the  past  year  of  $15,908.27. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  in  December,  1867,  the  com- 
mittee reported  the  liabilities  as  $399,7X3.29,  showing  a  reduc- 
tion in  two  years  of  $38,160.77. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  total  reduction  of  the 
debt  from  the  highest  point  (in  the  fall  of  1867)  has  been,  in 
round  numbers,  $75,000. 

While  your  committee  congratulate  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  this 
very  gratifying  exhibit,  they  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the 
opinion  that  our  financial  affairs  will  not  be  in  an  absolutely  sound 
and  safe  condition  until  the  debt  shall  have  been  reduced  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  more. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Sebeno  D.  Nickerson. 
Wm.  D.  Coolidge. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Winslow  Lewis,  the  report  was 

accepted. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  made  his  annual  report  on  the  w  Sink- 
ing Fund,"  which  was  accepted. 

Report  of  Grand  Treasurer  in  regard  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  derived  from  tkt  Capi- 
tation Tax  ordered  by  decree ,  passed  March  18,  1867. 

1887.  1888.  JM*. 

Number  who  paid  $10   1,042  241  90 

9    1,740  141 

8   1,002 

1    16,178  14.776  18,917 
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Receipts  from  tax  in  1867    $26,598.00 

„    1868    83,182.00 

„    1869    25,327.75 

Total  receipts   $84,107.75 

All  of  which  has  been  invested  in  Grand  Lodge  notes. 

Whole  number  of  members  who  have  commuted  .....  4,196 


The  Returns  from  the  Sixteenth  District  for  the  past  year  not 
having  been  received,  are  not  included,  although  the  dues  have 
been  paid  over. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  McClellan, 

Grand  Treasurer. 

Boston,  December  8, 1869. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  made  the  following 
REPORT. 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge, — 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication,  held  March  14,  1866,  the 
Grand  Lodge  — 

Voted.  I.  uThat  the  Grand  Master  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  such  sums  of  money  as 
are  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  meetings  of  the  D.D. 
Grand  Masters  at  the  Annual  and  Quarterly  Commuuications  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  Grand  Master,  in  his  Annual  Ad- 
dress, report  such  expenses." 

II.  "  That  in  constituting  new  Lodges,  the  travelling  expenses 
only  of  the  Grand  Officers  shall  be  paid  by  the  Grand  Lodge." 

III.  "  That  whenever  the  Grand  Officers  are  invited  to  per- 
form the  ceremony  of  installation,  either  publicly  or  in  private, 
the  entire  expense  shall  be  borne  by  the  subordinate  Lodge." 

IV.  "  That  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  be  instructed  to  make  a 
detailed  report  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
his  Annual  Address." 

In  compliance  with  these  directions  I  submit  my  report  at  this 
time,  when  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is 
much  larger  than  is  usual  at  the  Installation  Festival. 
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Sixty-six  years  ago  the  District  system  was  established  in  this 
jurisdiction,  and  for  years  it  has  been  absolutely  indispensable  in 
the  proper  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The 
first  notice  upon  the  records  of  any  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Deputies  appears  in  the  report  of  D.D.  Grand  Master  William 
D.  Coolidge,  made  December  7,  1857,  wherein  he  says:  "A 
pleasant  feature  in  the  doings  of  the  past  year  is  the  occasional 
meeting  in  Boston  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  for  the 
purpose  of  comparing  notes,  acting  in  uniformity,  and  encourag- 
ing each  other  in  the  promotion  of  masonic  interests  throughout 
the  State." 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1858,  the  Grand  Lodge  — 

"  Ordered,  That  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  be  author- 
ized to  hold  quarterly  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  upon 
any  questions  that  may  arise  in  the  several  Districts  for  the  dis- 
cussion or  action  of  the  several  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 
and  that  the  expenses  of  such  meetings  and  of  the  officers  attend- 
ing the  same,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Grand  Lodge." 

It  has  been  customary,  since  this  Order  was  passed,  for  the 
Deputies  to  assemble  in  the  morning  of  Grand  Lodge  day, 
and  discuss  such  matters  as  may  be  brought  up.  The  Grand 
Master  has  generally  called  upon  them  when  in  session  to  give 
them  such  advice  and  instruction  as  he  might  consider  proper, 
after  which  the  Deputies  have  dined  together. 

During  the  present  year  no  person  has  been  admitted  to  this 
dinner,  outside  of  the  Board  of  Deputies,  the  order  having  been 
construed  strictly  that  it  applied  to  the  Board  of  Deputies,  and  to 
no  other  officer  or  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  report  that  I  have  drawn 
upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of — 


The  meeting  of  Deputies  held  March  10, 1869    $52.00 

„              „         „    June  9,  1869    86.00 

„              „         „    September  8,  1869    86.00 

„              „         „    December  8,  1869   45.00 

Total  $169.00 
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The  second  vote  of  March  14,  1866,  "That  in  constituting 
new  Lodges  the  travelling  expenses  only  of  the  Grand  Officers 
shall  be  paid  by  the  Grand  Lodge,"  has  also  been  strictly  con- 
strued. I  have  decided  that  "  travelling  expenses  only"  include 
the  expenses  of  conveyance,  and  not  hotel  bills  and  entertainment. 
My  predecessor  in  office  so  decided,  and  such  was  the  intention 
of  the  committee  which  submitted  the  vote. 

The  bills  containing  in  detail  the  items  of  expenditure  for  con- 
stituting new  Lodges  and  dedication  of  halls,  examined  and  ap- 
proved by  me,  have  been  settled  by  the  Grand  Tyler,  and  properly 
receipted,  placed  on  file  in  the  Grand  Treasurer's  office,  subject 
to  the  inspection  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  those  brethren  inter- 
ested therein.  This  course  has  been  pursued  alike,  whether  the 
Grand  or  subordinate  Lodges  paid  the  bills. 

In  dedicating  halls,  the  Grand  Lodge  has  been  at  no  expense. 

The  amount  expended  by  the  Grand  Lodge  this  year,  in  consti- 
tuting new  Lodges,  is  $22.40. 

Two  bills,  amounting  to  $172.73,  incurred  in  previous  years, 
have  been  paid  this  year,  and  charged  to  the  Grand  Master's  ac- 
count. 

The  installations  of  officers  of  Lodges  have  been  confided  en- 
tirely to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

The  premises  upon  which  this  Temple  is  erected  were  purchased 
March  24,  1859,  for  $106,500,  in  conformity  with  a  vote  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  previously  passed.  Repairs  and  alterations  upon 
the  Winthrop  House,  then  standing  on  this  site,  and  upon  the 
masonic  apartments,  with  the  expense  of  furniture,  swelled  the 
cost  to  $140,000.  There  were  outstanding  mortgages  upon  the 
estate,  at  the  time  of  purchase,  of  $71,000,  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  assumed,  making  the  actual  interest  in  real  estate  and  fur- 
niture about  $69,000. 

The  Winthrop  House  was  entirely  consumed  by  fire  April  5, 
1864.  By  this  disastrous  conflagration  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
left  with  the  real  estate  then  valued  at  about  $175,000,  —  the  in- 
surance amounting  to  $55,000  on  the  real  estate,  $400  on  the 
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Library,  $5,700  on  personal  property,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
$61,000,  whicb  was  paid,  aud  the  value  of  the  debris  above  the 
cost  of  clearing  it  away. 

There  was  a  mortgage  upon  the  estate  of  $40,000  due  the 
Provident  Institution  for  Savings. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication,  held  in  June,  1864,  the 
Grand  Lodge  — 

u  Resolved,  That  the  Directors  of  the  Corporation  are  hereby 
authorized  to  cause  a  suitable  Masonic  Temple  to  be  erected  on 
the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Boylston  Streets,  in  Boston,  upon  the 
site  of  Freemasons'  Hall,  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  and  to  raise 
all  necessary  funds  by  mortgages  of  the  premises  or  otherwise, 
and  to  purchase  any  additional  land  adjoining  the  said  lot  that 
may  be  necessary  for  the  convenient  location  of  the  Temple  at 
the  site  now  owned  by  the  Grand  Lodge." 

Under  this  vote,  the  Board  of  Directors  selected  a  plan  for  a 
building,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  this  structure.  The  esti- 
mated expense  of  building,  according  to  the  plans  selected,  was 
about  $175,000,  exclusive  of  furnishing. 

April  25,  1865,  the  Building  Committee  reported  to  the  Board 
of  Directors  "a  statement  of  expenditures  on  the  Winthrop 
House  ertate,  since  the  fire  in  April,  1864,  including  the  taking 
down  of  the  walls,  the  removing  of  the  debris,  and  the  laying  of 
the  foundations  and  first  floor  of  the  new  building,"  amounting  in 
all  to  $14,754.68.  1 

Receipts  for  materials  sold  $1,490.07 

Estimated  value  of  materials  on  hand   .  12,000.00 


The  report  goes  on  to  say  :  "It  will  be  seen  that  the  amount 
thus  expended  over  and  above  the  estimated  value  of  the  mate- 
rials saved  from  the  ruins,  all  of  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be 
available  in  the  new  structure,  is  $1,264.61.  They  have  also  the 
satisfaction  to  report  that  the  mortgage  on  the  property  for 


Total  

Excess  of  Expenditures  over  receipts  and  materials 


913,490.07 
$1,264.61 
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$40,000,  held  by  the  Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  as  also 
the  mortgage  held  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Charity  Fund  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  for  $50,000,  have  been  discharged,  and  that  all 
claims  and  demands  against  the  estate  have  been  paid,  and  that 
the  premises  are  now  free  and  unincumbered." 

At  this  date,  April  25,  1865,  there  remained  in  the  Grand 
Treasury  $262.07. 

In  August,  1865,  the  estate  was  mortgaged  to  the  New  Eng- 
land Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  to  secure  the  loan  of 
$100,000  for  ten  years. 

At  the  annual  election  of  Grand  Officers  in  December,  1865,  a 
Board  of  Directors  was  chosen,  of  which  seven  out  of  the  nine 
were  new  members.  By  this  Board  the  plans  of  the  building 
were  modified  and  changed. 

Grand  Master  Dame,  in  his  Annual  Address,  delivered  Decem- 
ber 27,  1867,  in  referring  to  this  subject,  remarked  :  "  As  is  not 
uncommon  in  undertakings  of  such  magnitude,  the  cost  of  the 
building  has  been  largely  in  excess  of  the  original  estimates.  It 
was  supposed  that  it  could  be  put  up  and  finished  at  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $250,000 ;  and  had  the  original  plan  been  adhered  to, 
the  actual  cost  would  probably  have  not  much  exceeded  that 
amount.  Other  counsels,  however,  prevailed ;  the  walls  of  the 
building  were  raised,  its  internal  structure  was  changed,  a  much 
larger  portion  than  was  originally  intended  given  up  to  masonic 
purposes,  and  its  cost  correspondingly  increased." 

Under  the  new  management,  the  $100,000  obtained  from  the 
New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  was  soon  ex- 
hausted. On  the  26th  of  September,  1866,  the  Directors  voted 
to  borrow  of  the  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  of  Boston,  $150,000 
on  three  years,  at  a  rate  of  interest  since  determined  to  be  7  per 
cent.  This  loan  was  effected,  and  the  previous  mortgage  was 
discharged,  so  that  the  mortgage  to  the  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 
became  and  still  is  a  bottom  mortgage. 

The  additional  $50,000  obtained  was  expended  before  long, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  raise  more  money  to  carry  on  the 
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building.  The  mortgage  to  the  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  had 
exhausted  the  power  to  raise  more  money  in  this  manner,  for  it 
is  well  known  that  corporations  will  not  loan  money  upon  a  second 
or  subsequent  mortgage.  Accordingly,  the  plan  was  devised  of 
issuing  bonds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  $150,000  at  6  per  cent,  in- 
terest, running  ten  years,  secured  by  a  second  mortgage  to  Brothers 
Lowe,  Thompson,  and  Sutton,  as  trustees.  This  mortgage  was 
made  and  the  bonds  issued  December  1,  ,1866. 

It  was  found  extremely  difficult  to  negotiate  these  bonds. 

To  carry  on  the  building  the  Board  of  Directors  were  compelled 
to  borrow  money  on  short  credit,  and  in  December,  1866,  the 
Grand  Master  recommended  the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  debt.  In  March,  1867,  the  Grand  Lodge 
voted  to  establish  an  annual  capitation  tax  of  one  dollar  for  thir- 
teen years,  to  be  applied  to  a  sinking  fund.  This  tax  has  been 
and  is  extremely  unpopular  with  the  Craft ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  the  Graud  Lodge  could  have  managed  without  it.  The 
mode  of  its  creation  may  be  objectionable,  but  the  Board  of 
Directors  had  placed  the  Grand  Lodge  in  such  a  financial  position 
that  immediate  relief  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  this  was  re- 
sorted to  as  the  only  expedient. 

The  first  and  perhaps  the  only  statement  of  the  cost  of  this 
Temple  was  made  at  the  annual  meeting  in  1867,  when  it  was 
reported  to  be  $453,532.03,  including  interest,  insurance,  furni- 
ture, and  organ.  The  whole  liabilities  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  at 
that  time,  were  stated  by  the  Grand  Master  to  be  $473,241.02, 
from  which  being  deducted  the  amount  of  the  sinking  fund 
$24,997,  bonds  uusold  $42,000,  and  cash  on  hand  $6,530.73, 
left  the  net  liabilities  $399,713.29. 

In  December,  1868,  the  Grand  Master,  in  his  Annual  Address, 
eaid :  "  One  year  ago  last  July  the  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  about  $435,312.81.  At  the  present  time  it  is  about  $375,- 
000,  showing  a  deduction  in  eighteen  months  of  about  $60,000. 
The  floating  debt  at  the  present  time  is  about  $116,000,  as  fol- 
lows :  $10,600  due  in  1870-1,  $40,000  due  in  February  next, 
and  $65,000  on  temporary  notes  given  on  four  months/' 
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In  the  communication  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
last  March,  the  floating  debt  was  stated  to  be  $40,000  less  than 
it  should  have  been,  a  loan  for  that  amount  due  to  one  individual 
haying  been  omitted  in  the  statement. 

When  the  present  Board  of  Directors  entered  upon  their  duties, 
on  the  80th  of  December  last,  they  found  the  premises,  formerly 
leased  to  Copeland  and  Tarbell,  unoccupied  (except  temporarily). 
A  special  committee  was  appointed  with  authority  to  let  these 
apartments.  Various  attempts  were  made,  but  without  success, 
until,  in  April,  a  contract  was  made  with  Kimball  Brothers,  the 
present  lessees.  Their  tenancy  commenced  on  the  1st  of  May, 
and  by  the  terms  of  the  lease,  which  is  for  ten  years,  they  pay 
$9,000  per  annum  for  seven  years,  and  $10,000  for  the  last  three 
years,  and  one-third  of  the  taxes  annually  assessed  upon  the  en- 
tire premises.  They  are  also  required  to  make  all  repairs  needed 
during  the  term. 

The  annual  rent  agreed  upon  is  much  less  than  it  was  sup- 
posed that  these  apartments  would  command,  and  is  perhaps  less 
than  they  will  bring  five  years  hence.  But  this  bargain  was  the 
best  the  Directors  could  make  with  responsible  parties,  and  is 
perhaps  much  more  advantageous  than  could  have  been  made  at 
any  time  since. 

When  Mr.  Copeland  gave  up  the  St.  George's  Rooms  there 
were  many  fixture!*  which  were  in  dispute,  but  the  matter  was 
amicably  adjusted,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  retained  substantially 
all  that  were  valuable  and  needed  in  these  rooms. 

Under  the  arrangement  made  with  Messrs.  Copeland  and  Tar- 
bell, they  supplied  the  Temple  with  steam  for  heating  purposes. 
The  present  Directors  were  compelled  to  take  this  matter  into 
their  own  hands.  They  have  employed  Br.  John  H.  Densmore,  as 
engineer,  at  a  salary  of  $1,200  per  year,  upon  a  contract  by 
which  he  agrees  to  do  the  ordinary  repairs  upon  the  boilers  and 
engine.  The  high  price  of  coal  will  enhance  the  cost  of  heating 
the  present  season.  The  engineer's  salary,  coal,  repairs,  and 
wear  of  boilers,  pipes  and  machinery,  will  bring  the  cost  of  heat- 
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ing  to  about  $2,100.  Steam  is  furnished  to  Kimball  Brothers  at 
$250  for  the  six  months  commencing  November  1,  and  negotia- 
tions are  still  pending  to  furnish  their  under  tenant. 

In  February  the  Directors  caused  eleven  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Bouds,  of  the  denomination  of  $100, 
and  thirty-four  of  the  denomination  of  $1,000,  to  be  burned. 
These  bonds  had  never  been  issued  or  used,  and  were  not  included 
in  the  $150,000  ordered  to  be  issued. 

Special  votes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  were  reported  to  you  in 
March  and  June  last. 

An  attempt  was  made,  in  June  last,  at  the  time  of  the  Peace 
Jubilee,  to  obtain  money  by  opening  this  building  to  visitors. 
The  receipts  barely  covered  the  expenses. 

On  the  7th  of  December  the  Board  — 

44  Voted,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  recommend  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  the  passing  of  the  following  Order :  — 

44  Ordered,  That  a  Commutation  of  Seven  Dollars  be  received 
until  July  1,  1870,  of  those  members  who  are  not  in  arrears  for 
Grand  Lodge  dues,  after  which  no  commutation  will  be  received/' 

As  stated  to  you  in  March  last,  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  during  this  year  have  been  charged  and 
credited  to  certain  impersonal  accounts,  so  that  you  will  be  en- 
abled to  see  the  cost  of  each  department  separately.  Many  of  the 
payments  made  this  year  have  been  of  bills  contracted  during  the 
last  and  previous  years,  but  not  perhaps  to  a  very  large  amount. 

From  the  Auditor's  Report  it  appears  that  the  Grand  Treasurer 
has  paid  on  account  of — 


The  Grand  Master's  account   $  222.75 

„  Grand  Secretary's  account   2,472.66 

„  D.D.  Grand  Masters'  account   1,013  60 

„  Notes   178,100.00 

„  Interest  account   26,506.25 

„  Temple  expense   12,829.89 

„  Incidental  account   1,782.09 

„  Grand  Treasurer's  account   298.50 


Total  $218,170.64 
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)f  these  payments  the  Grand  Secretary's  account  is  charged 
h  $2,4 72,5 which  includes  printing  $1,109.08,  diplomas 
iO,  and  lita  salary  for  eighteen  months  amounting  to  $750, 
ring  the  amount  of  $163  as  the  ordinary  expenses  of  his 
ce. 

Mother  large  item  is  the  Temple  Expense  account  of  $12,- 

which  includes  — 


irance,    ....    *   $3,587.60 

try  of  Superin  ten  dent  at  $1200,  expenses  of  cleaning  building, 

[2(1  Mrs .  M i '  M  n n  1  v  s  u  iiges   1,970.92 

jineer's  salary  at  £1200,  and  coal   1,646.14 

air*   882.38 

ECs  ,   6,244.00 


Total  t  $12,829.89 

£  ordinary  current  eipenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  1867-8  were  $7,441.73 

1 1&6S-9  they  are  6,136.46 


ng  a  saving  this  year  of  $2,306.28 


[i  is  fair  to  state  that  part  of  this  reduction  is  owing  to  the  fact 
it  my  predecessor  dispensed  with  the  usual  collation  to  the 
elhren  on  the  occasion  of  the  exemplification  of  the  work  a  year 

>. 

m  the  D.D.  Grand  Masters  for  Grand  Lodge  dues  have  been 

eeeivetf  '  $38,149.19 

e  commutations  and  tax  received  this  year,  included  in  the 

imount  received  from  the  D.D.  Grand  Masters,  amounts  to   .  $39,288.19 

e  number  of  initiates  are  1,804  and,  at  S6  each,  amounts  to    .  9,020.00 

There  has  been  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  number  initiated  this 
ar. 

17,  number  of  initiated  •  \  2,280 

&8.      „  „   2,098 

 1,804 

and  Treasurer  has  received  for  rents  $23,874.90 
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The  annual  rental  is  as  follows :  — 

Boa  ton  Commandery   9  1,800.00 

De  Molay     „    l,400i<» 

St  Bernard  „    80000 

G  rand  Chapter   200.00 

St,  Paul's  Chapter   700.00 

Si  Andrew's  Chapter   700.00 

mania  Lodge   90000 

Winslow  Lewis  Lodge    1,200.00 

Eleven  Lodges  at  $600  each   6,600.00 

Council  of  Select  and  Royal  Masters   600.00 

Bodies  of  the  Scottish  Rite   800.00 

Kimball  Brothers  •   9,000.00 


Total  $24,100.00 

The  present  indebtedness  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  as  follows :  — 

Floating  debt,  in  notes  $  89,000.00 

Note  to  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  secured  by  mortgage  .  .  150,000.00 
Gruod  Lodge  Bonds  „  „  ..."  117,00000 
Sundry  small  bills   7,500.00 


9968,500.00 

Deduct  cash  on  hand   2,000.00 


Present  Debt  $861,500.00 

December,  1867.  The  debt,  as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Audit- 
rug  Committee,  was  $299,718.29 

December,  1868.  The  debt,  as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Audit- 
ing Committee,  was  $877,460.79 

December,  1869.   The  debt,  as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Audit- 

■ :  g  Committee,  is  $361,50000 

Showing  a  reduction  of  the  debt  since  December,  1867,  of  .   .  88^218.29 

And  a  reduction  of  the  debt  since  December,  1868,  of ...   .  15,964X79 


The  reduction  would  have  amounted  to  about  $20,000  this 
year  if  the  Grand  Lodge  had  not  lost  by  Mr.  Copeland,  and  by 
the  St.  George's  Rooms  remaining  unrented  for  some  months. 

The  whole  amount  received  from  the  Brethren  on  account  of  the 
sinking  fund  is  $84,107.75 

Since  the  construction  of  the  Temple  the  Grand  Lodge  has  re- 
ceived the  following  gifts :  — 
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From  St  Paul's  R.A.  Chapter,  Boston   $1,000.00 

„   Br.  W.  C.  G.  Perry,  of  Boston   26.00 

„   Br.      S.  Kingsbury,  of  Boston                                 .  20.00 

„   W.  Br.  LoveU  BickneU,  of  Weymouth   100.00 

Total  $1,146.00 

The  entire  management  of  our  finances,  as  reported  to  you  in 
March  last,  has  been  entrusted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  consisting  of  Brs.  Nickerson,  Everett,  and  Fisher,  and 
by  their  labors  and  personal  credit  the  floating  debt  has  been  re- 
newed from  time  to  time  as  its  several  payments  became  due. 

If  this  debt  could  be  paid,  or  funded,  the  Grand  Lodge  would 
be  relieved  of  its  greatest  burden.  If  the  Brethren  throughout 
the  State  would  exert  themselves,  as  they  might,  it  could  easily 
be  paid  within  the  next  three  months. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  deserves  especial  notice  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  of  his  office.  His  salary  is  no 
adequate  compensation  for  the  treasurer  of  a  corporation  like 
this. 


During  the  past  year  he  has  received 
And  paid  out  

Making  in  all  


$220,118.12 
218,170.64. 


$488,288.76 


The  Treasurer  has  also,  by  request,  attended  every  meeting  of 
the  Board  or  Directors  during  the  year,  and  aided  the  delibera- 
tions with  his  books,  and  by  his  advice. 

Before  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  went  upon  their  an- 
nual circuits,  I  sent  them  the  following  circular :  — 

GRAND  LODGB  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Office  of  thb  Grand  Master,  ) 
Boston,  August,  1869.  ) 
Bt.  W.  District  Deputy  Grand  Master, — 

In  entering  upon  your  official  duties  of  annually  visiting  the  Lodges  in  your 
District,  I  desire  to  call  your  especial  notice  to  the  following  matters,  which 
you  will  carefully  note  and  make  report  thereon :  — 

1.  You  will  report  the  number  of  Brethren  present  at  each  Lodge  on  the 
occasion  of  your  official  visit,  with  the  number  of  Members. 
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2.  You  will  carefully  inspect  the  Lodge-rooms,  and  see  that  they  are  se- 
curely tyleU. 

8.  You  will  ascertain  if  others  besides  the  proper  officers  are  permitted  in 
the  preparation-room  with  the  candidate. 

4.  Have  the  Deacons  black  rods,  and  the  Stewards  white  rods;  and  if  not, 
what,  if  any  rods,  have  they  ?  / 

5.  Carefully  examine  the  Records,  and  see  that  they  are  properly  kept, 
and  that  the  names  of  all  the  Officers  of  the  Lodge  are  recorded. 

6.  Has  the  Lodge  in  it*  Hall  a  copy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitutions  ? 

7.  Are  the  By-Laws  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  properly  attested 
by  the  Grand  Secretary  ? 

8.  Has  each  Lodge  the  proper  Furniture,  and  especially  the  representations 
of  the  Three  Lesser  Lights  f 

9.  Is  the  Work  in  all  respects  according  to  the  Grand  Lodge  requirements, 
and  are  the  services  of  a  Grand  Lecturer  needed  ? 

10.  Has  the  Lodge  a  Master's  Carpet  ? 

11.  Ascertain  generally  the  financial  condition  of  each  Lodge,  and  the 
amount  of  funds  it  has  invested  and  on  hand. 

12.  If  possible,  ascertain  the  manner  of  examining  visitors,  and  impress 
upon  the  Masters  and  Officers  the  necessity  of  careful  examination,  and  that 
a  Brother  must  have  sat  with  an  applicant  to  be  able  to  vouch  for  him,  and 
be  enabled  to  state  on  what  degree  the  Lodge  was  open  when  they  so  sat 

18.  Examine  the  Records  to  see  if  non-affiliated  Brethren  are  admitted 
without  the  payment  of  the  fee. 

14.  If  possible,  impress  upon  the  Masters  and  Brethren  the  propriety  of  en- 
forcing the  rule  that  no  Brother  can  enter  the  Lodge  alter  it  is  open  without 
being  announced,  and  permission  obtained  ;  and,  in  like  manner,  that  none 
leave  the  Lodge  without  permission  of  the  W.  Master. 

15.  Report  the  number  of  Dispensations  granted  during  your  year;  to 
what  Lodge ;  for  what ;  when,  and  the  name  to  whose  benefit  granted. 

16.  You  will  take  charge  of  all  Lodges  under  Dispensation  in  your  Dis- 
trict not  enumerated  in  your  Commission,  via. :  — 

17.  Has  any  Lodge  appeared  in  public  procession  during  the  year,  and  if 
so,  upon  what  occasions,  and  was  your  Dispensation  obtained  therefor? 

18.  Endeavor  to  make  your  Report  as  soon  as  possible  after  you  have  per- 
formed your  circuit. 

19.  Make  your  bill  of  expenses  to  the  Grand  Lodge  as  small  as  possible, 
remembering  that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  deeply  in  debt,  and  requires  the  strict- 
est economy  in  the  administration  of  all  its  affairs. 

20.  Have  the  Officers  of  Lodges  the  Collars  required  by  the  Constitutions, 
and  if  not,  in  what  manner  are  the  jewels  suspended  and  worn  ? 

These  are  some  of  your  duties.  Others,  of  no  less  consequence,  will  impress 
themselves  upon  you.  Above  all,  strive  to  be  kind,  courteous,  aflable,  and 
agreeable  to  all  the  Brethren.  Endeavor  to  bring  them  into  kindly  relations 
with  the  Grand  Lodge  and  its  Grand  Officers.  Avoid  antagonism.  Impress 
upon  the  Masters  and  Wardens  the  necessity  of  their  attendance  upon  the 
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Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  destinies  and  control  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  are  in  their  hands ;  and  let  the  Brethren  understand  that 
they  have  their  representation  through  their  chosen  officers.  Finally,  Right 
Worshipful  Brother,  remember  that  you  are  the  only  officer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  who  conies  in  direct  and4  close  contact  with  all  the  Brethren  of  your 
District,  and  that,  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  is  your  duty 
to  encourage  the  zealous  Mason,  impart  instruction  where  you  can,  cheer  the 
Lodges,  and  zealously  labor,  as  co-worker  with  your  Brethren,  to  elevate  the 
moral  standard  of  Masonry  in  the  field  assigned  to  you. 

With  kind  fraternal  regards. 

William  Sewall  Gardner, 

Grand  Matter. 

The  Reports  of  most  of  the  Deputies  are  very  full  and  satisfac- 
tory* giving  detailed  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  several 
Lodges.  Inasmuch  as  some  of  the  Lodges  are  not  in  accord  with 
the  constitutional  and  ancient  requirements  of  the  Grund  Lodge, 
I  would  recommend  that  these  reports  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee. 

Soon  after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  this  office,  I  found  that 
the  returns  of  the  Lodges  in  many  instances  were  irregular.  I 
reported  this  fact  to  the  Auditing  Committee,  and  requested  them 
to  make  thorough  examination  of  these  returns.  The  committee, 
however,  considered  that  this  was  not  part  of  their  duties  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution,  and  declined  the  labor. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  Constitutions  be  so  amended  as  to 
provide  for  a  "  Standing  Committee  on  Returns  of  Lodges,"  and 
that  in  the  meantime  a  special  committee  be  appointed,  to  whom 
the  returns  for  the  years  1867,  '68,  and  '69  be  referred. 

It  is  well  known  that  our  history  embraces  the  so-called  St. 
John's  Grand  Lodge  which  was  established  in  1733,  and  the  so* 
called  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge,  which  originated  in  1769. 
One  hundred  years  ago,  on  the  27th  of  this  December,  Joseph 
Warren,  the  Revolutionary  patriot,  was  installed  as  first  Grand 
Master  of  the  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge.  Since  the  union  in 
1792,  we  have  followed  the  forms  and  customs  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  with  singular  fidelity.  It  was  the  first  Grand  Lodge  upon 
this  continent  which  declared  its  independence.    I  would  recom- 
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mend  that  the  approaching  festival  be  celebrated  in  a  manner 
becoming  the  recurrence  of  such  an  anniversary,  and  that  a  com- 
mittee charged  with  the  matter  be  appointed. 

It  has  been  customary  at  this  annual  meeting  for  many  of  the 
Brethren,  immediately  after  the  election  of  the  principal  officers, 
to  leave  the  Grand  Lodge. 

I  desire  to  impress  upon  you  that  you  are  here  as  representa- 
tives of  the  Craft,  and  that  it  is  your  duty  to  participate  in  all 
the  business  brought  before  the  Grand  Lodge.  You  are  elected 
by  your  Lodges  as  their  representatives,,  and  their  rights  and  in- 
terests here  are  in  your  hands. 

Brethren,  be  not  neglectful  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you. 

The  R.W.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter, took  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Brother  Charles  W.  Moore,  it  was 
Voted,  That  three  special  committees  be  appointed,  to  whom 
should  be  referred  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  viz.,  on  the 
Reports  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  on  the  Re- 
turns of  the  Lodges,  and  on  the  Festival  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist. 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  on  the  Festival 
of  St.  John  the  Evangelist :  R.W.  Brothers  John  T.  Heard, 
Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  Charles  W.  Moore,  Samuel  C.  Law- 
rence, and  subsequently  R.W.  Br.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury 
was  added  to  the  committee. 

The  hour  fixed  by  the  Constitutions  for  the  election  of 
officers  having  arrived,  a  return  of  the  votes  was  made  by  the 
Grand  Marshal,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  whole  num- 
ber that  might  be  cast  was  four  hundred  and  fifty-three. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore,  R.W.  Broth- 
ers Charles  C.  Dame,  Charles  W.  Moore,  and  Samuel  C. 
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Lawrence  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort,  and 
count  the  votes  for  Grand  Master. 

On  motion,  it  was  Voted,  That  the  call  of  Lodges  be  dis- 
pensed with  in  voting  for  Grand  Master. 

The  committee  reported  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  to 
be  three  hundred  and  ninety-two,  all  of  which  were  for  Wil- 
liam Sewall  Gardner,  of  Boston,  and  he  was  declared 
re-elected  Grand  Master  for  the  ensuing  year. 

R.W.  Brothers  Charles  C.  Dame,  Winslow  Lewis,  and 
John  T.  Heard  were  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the 
Grand  Master  and  inform  him  of  his  election. 

The  committee,  with  the  Grand  Marshal  and  Grand  Stew- 
ards, returned  with  the  M.W  Grand  Master,  who  was  intro- 
duced to  the  Grand  East,  and  informed  of  his  unanimous 
re-election.  The  Grand  Master  accepted  the  office,  and  re- 
sumed the  chair. 

R.W.  William  W.  Baker,  W.  Br.  Edward  Avery,  and 
W.  Br.  W.  H.  Kennard  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
ceive, sort,  and  count  the  votes  for  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
The  committee  reported  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  to  be 
for  W.  Br.  Samuel  C.  Lawrence,  of  Bedford. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive,  sort,  and  count  the 
votes  for  Junior  Grand  Warden,  reported  the  whole  number 
of  votes  cast  to  be  three  hundred  and  seventy,  of  which  num- 
ber W.  Richard  Briggs,  of  Brookline,  received  two  hundred 
and  seventy-seven,  and  he  was  declared  elected. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive,  sort,  and  count  the 
votes  for  Grand  Treasurer,  reported  the  whole  number  cast  to 
be  for  R.W.  Br.  John  McClellan,  of  Boston,  and  he  was 
declared  re-elected. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  receive,  sort,  and  oonnt  the 
votes  for  Recording  Grand  Secretary,  reported  that  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  were  for  R.W.  Br.  Solon 
Thornton,  of  Boston,  and  he  was  declared  re-elected  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

R.W.  Br.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  R.W.  Br.  William  Sut- 
ton, Br.  Percival  L.  Everett,  and  Br.  George  O.  Carpenter 
were  elected  Directors  for  two  years ;  and  R.W.  Br.  William 
F.  Salmon,  R.W.  Br.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  W.  Br. 
Samuel  C.  Lawrence,  and  W.  Br.  Henry  Endicott  were 
.elected  Directors  for  one  year. 

R.W.  Brothers  Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  Samuel  P.  Oliver, 
and  William  D.  Coolidge  were  elected  Auditing  Committee. 

The  following  amendment  to  Art.  3,  Sec.  1,  Part  I.,  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  Constitutions,  was  proposed  by  W.  Br.  N. 
T.  Merritt :  — 

"  The  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be 
held  in  the  city  of  Boston  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  Decem- 
ber." 

This  was  referred  to  R.W.  Br.  Charles  C.  Dame,  W.  Br. 
N.  T.  Merritt,  and  R.W.  Br.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson. 

The  following  communication  from  Montacute  Lodge, 
Worcester,  was  received  and  referred  to  R.W.  Br.  John  T. 
Heard,  W.  Br.  Henry  C.  Willson,  and  R.W.  Br.  Winslow 
Lewis :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Moat  Worshipfid  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Brethren,  —  At  the  Annual  Communication  of  Montacute 

Lodge,  held  November  1,  A.D.,  1869,  it  was  unanimously  Voted, 
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on  motion  of  Worshipful  Br.  Wm.  A.  Smith  (first  Master  of 
Montacute  Lodge),  that  the  Worshipful  Master  and  Wardens 
memorialize  the  Grand  Lodge  in  relation  to  that  vexed  question 
of  the  title  borne  by  Anthony  Brown,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  in  1733,  viz. :  whether  it  was  Viscount  Mon- 
tague or  Montacute. 

It  is  presumed  the  intention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  assigning 
to  us  the  name  of  Montacute  at  the  organization  of  our  Lodge, 
June  21,  A.D.,  1858,  was  to  commemorate  and  perpetuate  the 
name  and  title  of  him  who,  in  1733,  April  30,  was  pleased  "to 
constitute  and  appoint  the  Right  Worshipful  Henry  Price  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Master  of  New  England." 

It  may  be  here  stated  that  objections  have  ever,  from  its  first 
commencement,  been  made  to  the  title  of  Montacute  as  having 
any  connection  with  the  name  of  Anthony  Brown,  also  to  the 
Coat  of  Arms  represented  as  pertaining  to  the  family  of  said 
Brown.  More  recently  evidence  has  been  submitted  to  us  causing 
grave  (}oubts  in  the  minds  of  very  many  members  of  the  fraternity 
whether  Montacute  is  the  true  title. 

To  ascertain  and  determine  the  facts  in  this  case,  we  would 
most  respectfully  and  fraternally  request  you  to  cause  a  most 
thorough  and  impartial  investigation  to  be  made  of  authentic  his- 
tory, and  at  your  earliest  convenience  announce  the  result,  with 
your  decision,  in  such  terms  that  this  vexed  question  may  never 
arise  again. 

Henry  C.  Willson,  W.M. 
Nelson  R.  Scott,  S.W. 
Charles  W.  Moody,  J.W. 

R.W.  Br.  William  F.  Salmon,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  "Grand  Lodge  Records,"  made  the  following 
report :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  ) 
Boston,  December  8, 1869.  ) 
The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  address 
of  the  M.W.  Grand  Master,  delivered  March  10,  1869,  as  relates 
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to  "  the  Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge,"  have  attended  to  the  doty 
assigned,  by  examining  the  records  and  transcripts  from  1733  to 
the  present  time. 

We  found  duplicate  sets  of  records  complete  from  July  30, 
1733,  to  September  8,  1869,  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation, 
but  had  much  difficulty  in  ascertaining  which  were  originals  and 
which  transcripts;  however,  with  the  assistance  of  R.W.  Br. 
Charles  W.  Moore,  we  determined  which  were  the  transcripts, 
and  marked  them  accordingly. 

A  number  of  the  volumes  were  in  possession  of  R.W.  Br. 
Moore,  a  number  in  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secretary  at  the 
Masonic  Temple,  and  two  temporarily  in  the  possession  of  R.W. 
Br.  John  T.  Heard,  but  we  had  them  all  before  us  during  our  ex- 
amination. 

As  there  has  been  no  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  any  exam- 
ination of  the  records  and  transcripts  since  December,  1860,  we 
made  the  examination  carefully,  and  report  that,  so  far  as  we  can 
judge,  the  records  have  been  correctly  kept  and  accurately  tran- 
scribed, with  the  following  exceptions  :  The  record  of  meeting 
October  14,  1864,  relating  to  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  new 
Temple  appears  upon  the  "  transcript,"  but  not  the  "  original," 
and  in  many  instances  the  list  of  Lodges  represented  has  been 
omitted. 

The  "  transcripts"  are  sometimes  signed  by  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, and  sometimes  the  copyist  writes  the  signature  as  it  appears 
in  the  u  original."  We  think  that  the  Grand  Secretary  should 
always  examine  and  attest  the  "  transcripts." 

The  minutes  of  proceedings  during  the  past  year  have  not  been 
written  into  the  "  Records  "  until  quite  recently.  This  may  have 
been  the  custom  previously,  but  of  course  your  committee  had  not 
the  means  of  knowing  by  observation.  We  can  only  say  that  we 
deem  it  of  great  importance  to  have  the  records  of  each  meeting 
made  up  and  entered  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

The  volumes  examined  are  not  now  numbered,  but  for  con- 
venience we  will  describe  them  as  follows  :  — 
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Original*. 

Vol,  1.  —  From  July  80, 1788,  to  March  5,  1792. 
2  —From  March  19,  1792,  to  March  11,  1811. 
S.  —  From  June  10, 1811,  to  September  8,  1817. 

4.  —  From  December  8, 1817,  to  December  27,  1882. 

5.  —  From  March  18,  1888,  to  September  12,  1849. 

6.  —  From  December  12, 1849,  to  September  14,  1864. 

7.  —  From  December  14,  1864,  to  September  8, 1869,  and  now  in  use. 

Transcripts. 

VoL  1.  —  From  July  80,  1788,  to  March  5,  1792. 

2.—  From  March  19,  1792,  to  September  11, 1816. 

8.  — From  December  11, 1816,  to  March  8,  1826. 
4.  — From  June  14,  1826,  to  June  11,  1845. 

6.  —  From  September  10, 1846,  to  September  12,  1860. 

6.  — From  December  12, 1860,  to  September  8,  1869,  and  now  in  use. 

After  completing  our  examination  we  disposed  of  the  books  as 

follows ;  — 

To  RAW  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore,  at  his  house.  Originals: 

VoU.  1  to  4. 

To  K .  W  .  Br.  John  T.  Heard,  at  his  house.    Originals  :  Vols. 

5  ami  6. 

To  HAW  Br.  Solon  Thornton,  at  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tory in  Masonic  Temple.    Original :  Vol.  7.    Transcripts :  Vols. 

1  to  6. 

As  the  result  of  our  investigation,  and  in  view  of  the  importance 
of  promptly  entering  and  carefully  preserving  our  records,  we 
make  the  following  recommendations :  — 

1st.  That  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  each  meeting  shall 
be  arranged  and  entered  in  the  record-book  by  the  Recording 
Grand  Secretary  within  fifteen  days  thereafter. 

2d,  That  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary  shall  examine  and 
attest  the  14 1  ran  scripts"  when  made  up. 

3<L  That  a  <  mtittee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  annually  ex- 
amine the  Records,  and  see  that  they  are  properly  kept  and  tran- 
scribed. 

4th*  That  the  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary  shall  become 
the  custodian  of  the  original  record  books,  and  that  he  provide  a 
place  of  safe  deposit  therefor,  which  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the 


122 


ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF 


Board  of  Directors  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  Recording 
Grand  Secretary  shall  keep  the  "transcripts"  in  his  office  for 
current  use,  —  the  originals  to  be  kept  for  reference  solely,  and 
never  removed  from  the  designated  place  of  deposit. 

5th.  That  the  record  of  meeting  October  14,  1864,  be  written 
in  the  "  original "  record-book  and  attested  by  R.W.  Charles  W. 
Moore,  who  was  Grand  Secretary  at  that  date. 

6th.  That  volume  4  of  the  "transcripts"  be  rebound,  and 
that  all  the  volumes  be  encased  in  cloth  covers,  numbered  as 
herein  reported,  and  marked  transcript  or  original,  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  that  in  future  volumes  the  same  system  be  continued,  so  as 
to  avoid  the  difficulties  which,  in  the  outset,  attended  the  present 
examination. 

In  order  to  fully  carry  out  these  recommendations,  we  propose 
the  following  amendments  to  the  Constitutions :  — 

Fart  1st,  Article  8th,  Section  9th,  add  the  words :  He  shall 
also  be  the  custodian  of  the  original  record-books  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  receiving  from  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary  each  vol- 
ume as  soon  as  completed,  and  keep  the  same  in  some  secure 
place,  to  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Fart  3d,  Article  1st,  Section  1st,  add  the  words :  They  shall 
also  annually,  in  November,  examine  the  records  of  the  Record- 
ing Grand  Secretary,  see  that  they  are  properly  kept  and  accu- 
rately transcribed,  and  report  thereon  at  the  annual  communica- 
tion. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  F.  Salmon. 
Abraham  A.  Dame. 
James  M.  Forter. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  we  have  had  placed  in  our  hands 
the  original  records  of  the  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge  from  De- 
cember 27,  1769,  to  March  5,  1792,  and  we  are  informed  by 
R.W.  Br.  Moore  that  he  has  a  transcript  of  the  same  at  his  house. 
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We  recommend  the  same  disposition  of  these  as  of  the  volumes 
before  reported  on. 

R.W.  Br.  Moore  reports  this  p.  m.  that  the  record  of  the  meet- 
ing October  14,  1864,  which  we  did  not  find  in  the  original,  is 
there  recorded,  bttt  not  in  the  proper  place.  We  have  not  the  vol- 
ume to  refer  to,  but  if  his  statement  is  correct,  we  desire  to  amend 
our  report  to  that  extent. 

W.  F.  Salmon. 
Abraham  A.  Dame. 
James  M.  Porter. 

Boston,  December  8,  1869. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  John  T.  Heard,  it  was  Voted,  That 
the  report  bo  accepted  and  the  recommendations  adopted. 
The  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitutions  were  referred 
to  the  committee  already  appointed  on  amendments. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  California,  against  Mount  Hollis  Lodge, 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  the 
recommendation  adopted :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  December  8,  1869. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from 
the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  California,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Stephen  Wing, 
Master  of  Columbia  Lodge,  Columbia,  California,  have  attended 
to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report : — 

The  copy  of  the  letter  transmitted  is  hereto  annexed  as  a  part 
of  this  report,  and  is  as  follows  :  — 

Hall  of  Columbia  Lodos,  No.  88,  F.  A  A.  Masons, 
Colombia!  February  22, 1889. 

To  M.  W.  Chablfs  Marsh,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  the  State  of  California. 

M.W.  8m,  —  I  ileem  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  a  violation  of  jurisdiction 
hy  tbe  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  or  rather  by  a  subordi- 
nate of  said  Grand  Lodge,  by  making  a  Mason  of  a  person  who  was,  and 
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is  now,  a  resident  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  «f 
Columbia  Lodge,  No.  28,  of  which  I  am  Master. 

The  circumstances  are  as  follows :  One  George  A.  Whiting,  for  many 
jean  a  resident  in  this  vicinity  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Columbia 
Lodge,  left  here  one  year  ago,  perhaps  more,  to  visit  his  friends  and  relatives 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  with  the  averred  intention  of  returning. 
During  his  sojourn  he  was  induced  (as  he  avers)  by  friends  and  relations 
who  were  officers  of  a  Lodge,  to  petition  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry,  they  re- 
presenting to  him  that  it  made  no  difference  where  he  took  the  degrees.  He 
did  so,  and  was  initiated,  passed,  and  raised  in  Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  in  the 
town  of  Holliston,  State  of  Massachusetts.  He  subsequently  returned  to  his 
old  home,  and  is  still  residing  here.  He  is  in  possession  of  a  Diploma  or 
certificate  of  membership,  and  very  readily  and  easily  passed  an  examina- 
tion. On  being  informed  of  the  irregularity  of  the  proceedings,  he  stated 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  any  regulations  would  be  violated  in 
receiving  the  degrees  in  Massachusetts,  but  took  the  precaution  to  question 
his  friends  on  the  subject,  and  they  informed  him  that  it  was  all  right,  and 
that  there  was  no  objection  to  his  doing  so. 

I  therefore  present  the  above  facts  to  your  notice,  that  you  may,  if  you 
think  proper,  cause  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  to  procure  redress  from 
said  offending  Grand  and  subordinate  Lodge. 

Most  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours. 

Stephen  Wixo,  • 
Matter  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  28,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Your  committee  have  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  record 
of  Mount  Hollis  Lodge  covering  the  doings  of  that  Lodge  in  con- 
ferring the  degrees  upon  said  George  A.  Whiting,  and  also  with 
a  statement  of  facts  in  relation  thereto  from  Worshipful  Brother 
E.  F.  Whiting,  at  that  time  Master  of  Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  which 
are  made  a  part  of  this  report,  and  are  as  follows :  — 

Holliston,  July  30,  18SQ, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary. 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  regard  to  conferring  the  degrees  of  Masonry  upon  George 
A.  Whiting,  in  February,  1868,  by  the  officers  of  Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  being 
Master  of  said  Lodge  at  that  time,  perhaps  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  state 
what  I  knew  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Bis  name  was  proposed,  and 
the  degrees  conferred  upon  him  with  the  understanding  that  he  was  a  native 
of  this  town  and  was  intending  to  make  this  his  home  in  future.  He  is  an  un- 
married man,  and  has  always  lived  here,  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
where  all  his  near  relatives  reside.  It  is  true  that  he  has  lived  a  term  of 
years  in  California,  but  does  not  intend  to  live  there  longer.  He  had  ptoperty 
in  California  and  returned  there  some  time  after  receiving  his  degrees  here  ; 
but  not  being  able  to  dispose  of  his  claims  to  advantage,  be  has  been  obliged 
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to  remain  there  in  order  to  save  his  property.  I  know  that  it  his  intention 
to  return  here  in  a  few  months,  and  will  probably  spend  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  this  place.  This  was  his  intention  when  he  made  application  for  the 
degrees.  A  dispensation  was  granted  in  his  case,  as  you  will  notice  by  the 
record.  The  object  of  this  was  to  give  hint  an  opportunity  to  attend  a  ma- 
sonic festival  which  was  to  be  held  about  that  time. 

We  consider  that  he  rightfully  belongs  to  us,  and  he  will  reside  with  us  in 
the  future.  This  place  is  claimed  by  him  as  his  home,  and  he  will  leave 
Columbia,  California,  long  before  they  can  possibly  obtain  the  fee  for  his 
initiation,  which  seems  to  be  the  object  in  making  a  demand  upon  us. 

Fraternally  and  respectfully. 

£.  F.  Whiting, 

Past  Master. 

HOLL18TON,  August  9,  1809. 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary. 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  Records  in  regard  to  con- 
ferring the  degrees  of  masonry  upon  George  A.  Whiting  by  the  officers  of 
Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. :  — 

Holliston,  February  8,  A.  L.,  6808. 

Stated  communication  of  Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

A  petition  was  received  from  George  A.  Whiting,  —  residence  Holliston, 
age  40  years ;  has  never  before  applied.  Referred  to  Brs.  G.  T.  Daniels, 
Adin  Thompson,  and  Alfred  Cutter.   Cash  received  —  Ten  Dollars. 

Voted,  That  the  petition  of  George  A.  Whiting  be  acted  upon,  and  that  he 
be  initiated,  if  a  Dispensation  be  granted,  February  17. 

Holustok,  February  17,  A.  L.,  6868. 

A  special  communication  of  Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  held 
at  the  Lodge  room  this  evening.  Opened  on  the  third  degree  in  due  form, 
a  dispensation  being  granted  by  D.D.G.M.  H.  C.  Skinner  to  ballot  upon  and 
confer  the  degrees  upon  G.  A.  Whiting. 

Committee  on  the  petition  of  G.  A.  Whiting  reported  favorable,  and  upon 
ballot  being  taken,  he  was  declared  elected. 

Lodge  of  Master  Masons  closed,  and  one  of  E.  A.  opened  instead,  when 
George  A.  Whiting  was  initiated  an  E.  A.  in  due  form.  Cash  received  from 
G.  A.  Whiting  — Twenty-five  Dollars. 

Special  meeting  appointed  February  24. 

Holliston,  February  24,  A.  L.,  6868. 
At  a  special  meeting  George  A.  Whiting  was  passed  to  F.C.  and  raised  to 
a  Master  Mason  in  due  form. 

A  true  copy  of  the  Records. 

Attest.   J.  D.  Shipper, 
Secretary  Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  A.  F.    A.  M. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  statements  of  the  Masters  of 
Columbia  Lodge  and  of  Mount  Hollis  Lodge  are  entirely  at  vari- 
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ance  upon  the  proposition  to  be  established,  namely,  whether  at 
the  time  the  degrees  were  conferred,  said  George  A.  Whiting  was 
a  resident  of  Holliston  in  this  jurisdiction.  If  he  was,  then 
Monnt  Hollis  Lodge  has  violated  no  masonic  law,  written  or  not 
written ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  said  Whiting  was  a  resident  of  Colum- 
bia, California,  then  Mount  Hollis  Lodge  has  violated  the  pro- 
vision of  Section  5,  Article  3,  of  Part  4  of  the  Book  of  Constitu- 
tions. 

Your  committee  did  not  feel  called  upon  to  settle  this  question 
of  fact,  but  respectfully  recommend  that  the  whole  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  to  communicate  with  the 
M.W.  Grand  Master  of  California,  enclosing  to  him  so  much 
of  the  record  of  Mount  Hollis  Lodge,  and  of  the  statement 
of  its  master  as  are  material,  with  the  assurance  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  that  when  it  shall  properly  appear  that  Mount  Hol- 
lis Lodge  has  in  its  action  violated  any  provision  of  masonic 
jurisprudence,  that  Lodge  shall  be  held  to  a  rigid  accountability. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Chas.  R.  Traik. 

J.  S.  Dillingham. 

W.  H.  Chessman. 

R.W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  exchange  of  Grand  Lodge 
Representatives,  made  the  following  report :  — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  a  sister 
Grand  Lodge  for  an  exchange  of  representatives,  respectfully  re- 
port— 

That  the  subject  committed  to  them  embraces  the  consideration 
and  expediency  of  adopting  by  this  Grand  Lodge  what  is  properly 
known  as  the  Representative  System,  —  a  system  originating  with 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  about  the  year  1840,  and  which 
has  since  obtained  to  some  extent  among  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
this  country.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  however,  has 
from  the  beginning  regarded  it  as  a  modem  invention,  not  calcu- 
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lated  to  promote  its  own  interest  or  to  advance  that  of  its  sister 
Grand  Lodges.  Its  adoption  involves  the  reception  and  the  ap- 
pointment, if  solicited,  of  a  representative  to  and  from  every 
Grand  Lodge  in  the  United  States  and  elsewhere.  These  repre- 
sentatives are  appointed  without  consultation  between  the  parties, 
and  are  to  occupy  quasi  official  seats  in  the  Bodies  to  which  they 
are  accredited ;  and  as  there  are  some  forty  Grand  Lodges  in  the 
United  States,  each  Grand  Lodge  will  necessarily,  if  the  system 
be  fully  carried  out,  be  subjected  not  only  to  the  reception  of  forty 
representatives,  selected,  it  may  be,  at  haphazard,  but  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  each  of  its  own  forty  representatives  with  a 
regalia,  consisting,  in  most  cases,  of  a  collar,  jewel,  apron,  and 
frequently  a  banner  of  the  Grand  Lodge  they  represent.  The  ex- 
pense, if  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  appointment  was 
adequate  to  it,  might  not  be,  in  all  cases,  a  matter  of  much  con- 
sideration, though  it  could  not  in  our  case  be  much  less  at  the 
outset  than  three  or  four  thousand  dollars. 

Your  committee  do  not  believe  that  this  Grand  Lodge  is  pre- 
pared at  present,  if  it  should  ever  hereafter  be,  to  go  into  an  ex- 
penditure of  this  amount  for  an  object  which  can  only  be  regarded 
as  more  ornamental  than  useful.  They  believe  that  the  corres- 
pondence and  all  the  usual  and  necessary  interchanges  demanded 
by  courtesy,  as  its  business  relations  with  its  sister  Grand  Lodges 
can  be  in  the  future,  as  they  have  been  in  the  past,  satisfactorily 
and  acceptably  conducted  through  its  official  organs,  without  ex- 
posing itself  to  the  liability  of  being  misunderstood,  and  as  an 
inevitable  consequence,  misrepresented,  not  from  design,  but  from 
the  want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  local  condition  and  bear- 
ings —  the  sub  strata  —  of  important  questions  which  are  contin- 
ually arising  in  the  course  of  its  business  transactions. 

Without  going  farther  into  the  argument  of  the  question,  your 
committee  beg  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  subject  has  already 
been  twice  before  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  rejected ;  and  in  the  re- 
affirmation of  its  former  action,  and  in  accordance  with  their  own 
convictions,  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  vote  :  — 
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Voted,  That  this  Graud  Lodge  deems  it  inexpedient  to  adopt 
the  so-called  Representative  System. 

Charles  C.  Dame. 
Charles  F.  Gerrt. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Winslow  Lewis,  the  report  was 
accepted  and  the  vote  adopted  as  recommended. 

On  motion  of  R.W.  Br.  Charles  C.  Dame,  it  was  Voted, 
That  the  appointment  of  Rev.  Br.  William  F.  Carver,  as 
Representative  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  is  hereby  revoked. 

R.W.  Brother  William  F.  Salmon,  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittees appointed  on  the  petitions  of  Palestine  and  Bethany 
Lodges  for  charters,  made  the  following  reports,  which  were 
accepted  and  their  recommendations  adopted  :  — 

.  BETHANY  LODGE. 

In  Grand  Lodge,  December  8,  1869. 

In  the  matter  of  Bethany  Lodge,  of  West  Amesbury,  U.D.,  pe- 
titioners for  a  charter,  your  committee  report  — 

That  they  find  the  transcript  of  the  Records  submitted  very 
fully  and  accurately  kept,  and  we  trust  that  the  example  of  the 
first  Secretary  may  be  closely  followed. 

The  By-Laws  are  in  the  main  correct,  but  there  seems  to  be  an 
unwarranted  assumption  of  power  in  suspending  and  expelling 
without  trial.  Every  Mason  is  entitled  to  trial  for  misdemeanor, 
and  can  only  be  suspended  or  expelled  by  vote  of  the  Lodge  after 
such  trial.  We  recommend  that  Articles  4.  8,  and  14  be  so 
modified  as  to  subject  the  brother  to  trial  for  the  offences  therein 
specified  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Grand  Constitutions. 

When  these  changes  are  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  M.W. 
Grand  Master,  we  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  F.  Salmon. 
H.  C.  Willson. 
H.  C.  Bubnham. 
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PALESTINE  LODGE. 

In  Gband  Lodge,  December  8,  1869. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  By-Laws  and  accom- 
panying documents  of  Palestine  Lodge,  of  South  Maiden,  U.D., 
have  examined  the  same,  and  report  — 

The  Records  neatly  and  properly  kept.  We  would  suggest 
that  the  Secretary  attest  the  record  instead  of  44  respectfully  sub- 
mitting" the  same. 

The  By-Laws  are  consistent  with  the  Constitutions  of  the  M.W. 
Grand  Lodge  except  that  Article  5  provides  that  44  every  can- 
didate shall,  upon  the  payment  of  forty  dollars,  he  entitled  to  three 
degrees  and  membership,  by  signing  the  By-Laws,"  while  Article 
6  provides  for  the  election  of  members,  &c.  We  presume  that 
Article  6  is  intended  to  apply  only  to  Masons  made  in  other 
Lodges,  but  it  does  not  so  state.  In  Article  9  we  suggest  that 
the  words  44  annual  dues  "  be  substituted  for  the  word  quarterages. 
When  the  proper  changes  are  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  M.W. 
Grand  Master,  we  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  F.  Salmon. 
H.  C.  Willson. 
H.  C.  Burnhau. 

R.W.  Br.  John  T.  Heard,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  on. 
St.  John's  Festival,  made  a  verbal  report. 

R.W.  Br.  John  T.  Heard,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  following  petition  of  Lewis  Hayden  and  others,  re- 
ported :  — 

petition. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful,  Ancient,  and  Honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
We,  the  undersigned,  represent  that  in  the  year  1775  the  rites 
of  Masonry  were  conferred,  in  an  Army  Lodge  attached  to  the 
British  Army,  then  stationed  at  this  Port,  upon  Prince  Hall, 
Thomas  Sanderson,  Boston  Smith,  John  Main,  John  Hartfield, 
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William  H.  Gregory,  Charles  Spooner,  John  Carter,  and  others, 
who  were  soon  after  organized  as,  and  dispensated  into,  a 
Lodge. 

Being  thus  organized,  they  made  application  to  Major  General 
Warren  for  a  charter,  from  whom  it  appears  encouragement  was 
received ;  but  after  his  fall  no  more  was  heard  of  it. 

In  1779  the  petition  was  again  renewed.  We  do  not  know 
that  an  official  answer  was  ever  returned,  but  tradition  informs 
us  that  it  was  made  sport  of  in  the  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge, 
which  fact  being  made  known  to  them,  they  said :  "  This*shall 
never  discourage  us,  nor  move  us  from  our  purpose  we  have  un- 
dertaken, and  we  will  accomplish  our  design.  We  will  petition 
to  foreigners  for  what  is  denied  us  at  home." 

The  condition  of  the  colored  population  of  the  State  at  that 
time,  denied  as  they  were  of  the  benefits  of  education  for  the  sup- 
port of  which  they  were  taxed,  together  with  public  opinion  as 
then  existing  and  expressed  through  the  journals  of  that  epoch, 
forbade  the  recognition  of  the  negro  as  a  man  and  a  brother. 
This  can  readily  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  African  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  were  then  lawful  in  this  Commonwealth,  and,  as 
a  consequence,  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  Masons  of  that  age 
transcended  their  obligations  to  the  brotherhood  of  man.  Nor 
was  it  until  1788  that  the  institution  of  slavery  was  abolished, 
since  which  time  no  man  has  been  born  in  this  Commonwealth 
otherwise  than  free.  We  say  their  condition,  together  with  public 
opinion,  from  the  fact  that  Prince  Hall  and  his  associates  were  de- 
nied even  the  right  of  assembling  except  by  special  permit  of  the 
authorities  of  the  town  of  Boston. 

Laboring  under  these  disadvantages,  the  love  of  masonry 
prompted,  and  necessity  forced  them,  to  petition  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England  for  a  charter,  and  in  the  year  1784  (up  to  which 
time  no  official  answer  was  given  their  petition  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Grand  Lodge),  it  resulted  in  the  granting  of  Charter  459, 
dated  September  29,  1784,  which  is  now  in  our  possession,  a  true 
copy  of  which  is  here  annexed  :  — 
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"  Effingham,  A.G.M.  To  all  and  every  our  Bight  Worshipful 
U*Sfii^iS*£?"]  and  loving  Brethren,  we,  Thomas  Howard, 
&c.,  &c.,  &c,  Earl  of  Effingham,  Lord  Howard,  Acting  Grand 
Master  under  the  authority  of  His  Royal  Highness  Henry  Fred- 
erick, Duke  of  Cumberland,  &c.,  &c,  &c,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Ma* 
sons,  sends  Greeting : 

Know  ye,  that  we,  at  the  humble  petition  of  our  right  trusty 
and  well  beloved  brethren,  Prince  Hall,  Boston  Smith,  Thomas 
Sanderson,  and  several  other  brethren  residing  in  Boston,  New 
England,  in  North  America,  do  hereby  constitute  the  said  breth- 
ren into  a  regular  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  under  the 
title  or  denomination  of  the  African  Lodge,  to  be  opened  in 
Boston,  aforesaid  ;  and  do  further,  at  their  said  petition,  hereby  ap- 
point the  said  Prince  Hall  to  be  Master,  Boston  Smith,  Senior 
Warden,  and  Thomas  Sanderson,  Junior  Warden,  for  opening 
the  said  Lodge,  and  for  such  further  time  only  as  shall  be  thought 
proper  by  the  brethren  thereof,  it  being  our  will  that  this  our  ap- 
pointment of  the  above  officers  shall  in  no  wise  affect  any  future 
election  of  officers  of  the  Lodge,  but  that  such  election  shall  be 
regulated  agreeable  to  such  By-Laws  of  the  said  Lodge  as  shall 
be  consistent  with  the  general  laws  of  the  society,  contained  ip 
the  Book  of  Constitutions  ;  and  we  hereby  will  and  require  you, 
the  said  Prince  Hall,  to  take  special  care  that  all  and  every  the 
said  Brethren  are,  or  have  been,  regularly  made  Masons,  and 
that  they  do  observe,  perform,  and  keep  all  the  rules  and  orders 
contained  in  the  Book  of  Constitutions ;  and  further,  that  you  do, 
from  time  to  time,  cause  to  be  entered  in  a  book  kept  for  that 
purpose  an  account  of  your  proceedings  in  the  Lodge,  together 
with  all  such  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  as  shall  be  made  for 
the  good  government  of  the  same  ;  that  in  no  wise  you  omit  once 
in  every  year  to  send  to  us,  our  successors.  Grand  Masters,  or  to 
Rowland  Holt,  Esq.,  our  Deputy  Grand  Master,  for  the  time 
being,  an  account  in  writing  of  your  said  proceedings,  and  copies 
of  all  such  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  as  shall  be  made  as 
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aforesaid,  together  with  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge,  and 
such  a  sum  of  money  as  may  suit  the  circumstances  of  the  Lodge 
and  reasonably  be  expected  towards  the  Grand  Charity.  More- 
over, we  hereby  will  and  require  you,  the  said  Prince  Hall,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  send  an  account  in  writing  of 
what  may  be  done  by  virtue  of  these  presents. 

"  Given  at  London,  under  our  hand  and  seal  of  Masonry,  this 
29th  day  of  September,  A.L.,  5784,  A.D.,  1784. 

By  the  Grand  Master's  Command. 

Rowland  Holt, 

D.GM. 

Witness,  William  White, 

Grand  Secretary.** 

By  the  authority  of  this  Charter  they  opened  a  regular  and 
perfect  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  the  town  of 
Boston,  in  which  they  initiated,  passed,  and  raised  Master  Ma- 
sons. This  they  continued  to  do  as  a  subordiuate  Lodge  until  the 
year  1808,  at  which  time  there  being  three  Lodges  among  us,  one 
in  Boston,  one  in  Philadelphia,  and  one  in  Providence,  they,  un- 
der Prince  Hall,  organized  a  Grand  Lodge  in  this  town  aforesaid, 
which  Grand  Lodge  granted  Charters  to  the  several  subordinates 
now  existing  under  the  titles  and  denominations  of  "  Rising  Sons  of 
St.  John's,  No.  3,"  "  Union,  No.  2,"  and "  Celestial  Lodge,  No.  4." 

It  also  granted  Charters  in  several  other  States  which  have  or- 
ganized themselves  into  Grand  Lodges. 

The  three  first  remaining  continued  their  existence  under  their 
old  Charters  until  1847,  in  which  year  the  National  Grand  Lodge 
was  formed. 

The  African  Grand  Lodge  of  Boston,  becoming  a  part  of  that 
body,  surrendered  its  Charter  and  received  its  present  Charter, 
dated  December  11,  1847,  under  the  title  of  Prince  Hall  Grand 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  by  which  authority  we  this  day  exist  as  a 
Masonic  Body,  and  subordinate  to  it  are  the  following  named 
Lodges,  with  their  respective  locality  and  membership :  — 
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Union  Lodge,  No.  2  Boston   40  members. 

Rising  Sons  of  St.  John's,  No.  8  „    43  „ 

Celestial  Lodge,  No.  4   „    62  „ 

Union,  No.  7  \   .   .  New  Bedford  ....  88  „ 

Eureka,  No.  11   Savannah,  Ga.    ...  19  „ 

Sumner,  No.  12  Springfield   29  „ 

Hilton,  No.  13   Savannah,  Ga.    .   .   .  21  „ 

Hayden  Lodge,  No.  8,  Charleston,  S.  C,  withdrawn  October, 
1868,  and  with  other  Lodges  formed  a  Grand  Lodge  for  the 
State  of  South  Carolina.  The  requisite  number  of  Lodges  out  of 
which  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge  are  already  in  existence  in  Georgia, 
and  we  doubt  not  will  soon  organize  a  Grand  Lodge  for  that  State. 

Notwithstanding  our  changed  condition — enjoying  as  we*  do 
the  benefits  of  education,  and  the  favorable  growth  of  public 
opinion  —  is  it  questionable,  after  a  lapse  of  ninety-three  years  of 
unsullied  masonic  existence  on  our  part,  aided  by  civilization  and 
progress,  whether  the  Masons  of  to-day,  unlike  their  ancestors, 
free  from  the  perplexing  connection  with  slavery,  it  having  been 
blotted  from  the  annals  of  the  continent,  are  ready  to  assent  to 
the  recognition  of  the  black  man  as  standing  upon  the  broad  and 
universal  platform  of  Freemasony. 

And  now,  since  a11  men  in  our  Commonwealth  are  equals  be- 
fore the  law,  inspired  by  the  spirit  of  the  age,  the  genial  and 
truly  "  cosmopolitan"  character  of  our  fraternity,  we  are  prompted 
to  enter  this  our  humble  plea  for  equal  masonic  manhood  in  the 
hope  that  we  be  permitted  to  establish  our  claim  to  masonic  rite  by 
whatever  means  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  may  suggest. 
(Signed)      Lewis  Hat  den,  Alfred  R.  Lewis. 

Epwi>.  C.  Ruhleb,  Thomas  McCarppy. 

John  J.  Smith.  Wm.  H.  W.  Derby. 

Richard  S.  Brown.  John  N.  Dorbay. 

John  W.  Price.  Chas.  II.  Greeland. 

Stephen  R.  Dorse y.  L.  D.  Johnson.  . 

Gooroe  W.  Brown.  Chas.  A.  Rickson. 

A.  W.  A.  Deleon.  Robert  Dorbay. 

Joseph  P.  Hawkins.  A.  B.  Cannedy. 

Francis  P.  Gray.  D.  H.  Cornby. 

Joseph  J.  Harvy.  Moses  Olm  stead. 

Thomas  Pritchbtt.  William  Gray. 

John  W.  Johnson. 

Matter  Mams  of  Bcttm. 
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Parker  X  Samplings. 


Anthony  G.  Jourda.iv,  Jr.    Edward  Jackson. 
George  H.  Mitchell. 
S.  Blecknell. 
James  Thomas. 
George  Dslarban. 
Augustus  D.  Piper. 
John  A.  Austin. 
Andrew  M.  Bush. 
Joseph  M.  Scott. 
Chas.  H.  Brook. 
Charles  F.  Ferguson. 
William  Jackson. 
Henry  F.  Martin. 
Jambs  Wiggins. 

Member*  of  Union 


Charles  H.  Carter. 
Joseph  H.  Smith. 
John  W.  Datis. 
George  H.  Braywood. 
Daniel  B.  Smith. 
William  H.  Watkins. 
John  W.  Williams. 
Michael  Waives,  Jr. 
Thomas  Tillman. 
Walter  S.  Tilghman. 
Lodge,  No.  7,  of  New  Bedford, 


Thomas  Thomas,  W.  Master. 
George  H.  Queen,  S.  Warden. 
C.  A.  Purvis,  J.W. 
W.  N.  Montague,  Treasurer. 
David  Jennings,  Secretary. 
I.  J.  Baptist,  S.  Deacon. 
Paylon  Washington,  J.D. 
W.  H.  Adams,  S.  Steward. 
Charles  W.  Hall,  J.S. 
J.  N.  Howard,  Marshal. 
J.  W.  Francis,  Chaplain. 
Springfield. — List  of  Officers  and  Members 


Eli  S.  Baptist,  Tyler. 
Samuel  R.  Scott ros. 
S.  E.  Wrioht. 
Henry  O.  Thiemarm. 
A.  E.  Glasoo. 
Charles  Dawson. 
C.  K.  Dorset. 
L.  B.  Askin. 
John  Q.  Jones. 
W.  J.  Lynch. 

of  Sumner  Lodge,  No.  12. 


REPORT. 
To  the  Most  Worshipfid  Grand  Lodge. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lewis 
Hayden  and  others,  would  respectfully  report — 

That  the  petitioners  are  black  men  who,  though  they  are  not 
members  or  initiates  of  Lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  nor  of  regular  Lodges  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
Grand  Lodge  in  correspondence  with  it,  still  claim  that  they  are 
Masons  and  desire  to  be  recognized  as  such  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 
They  plead,  in  the  terms  of  the  petition,  44  for  equal  masonic 
manhood,  in  the  hope  that  we  be  permitted  to  establish  our  claim 
to  masonic  rite  by  whatever  means  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  may  suggest." 
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There  are  three  classes  of  signers  of  the  petition,  viz. :  1 .  Lewis 
Hayden,  and  twenty-four  others,  who  style  themselves  "  Master 
Masons  of  Boston"  ;  2.  Anthony  G.  Jourdain,  Jr.,  and  twenty- 
five  others,  who  designate  themselves  as  "  members  of  Union 
Lodge,  No.  7,  of  New  Bedford";  3.  Thomas  Thomas,  and 
twenty  others,  who  claim  to  be  "  officers  and  members  of  Sum- 
ner Lodge,  No.  12,  of  Springfield."  The  petitioners  do  not 
avowedly  represent  either  of  these  Lodges,  or  any  others  ;  so  that 
their  statements  and  prayer  should  be  regarded  as  expressions  of 
individual  persons,  rather  than  the  representations  and  request  of 
thfc  Lodges  mentioned  in  the  petition. 

The  petition  refers  to  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  so-called 
Freemasonry  to  which  the  petitioners  belong,  and  embraces  a 
copy  of  a  charter  which  certain  black  men,  therein  recognized  as 
Masons  obtained,  in  1784,  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England 
and  received  by  them  in  1787. 

Your  committee  have  examined  the  charter  and  believe  it  is 
authentic  ;  but  as  they  do  not  deem  it  to  be  necessary  at  this  time  to 
investigate  the  historical  statement  contained  in  the  petition,  they 
have  not  inquired  into  its  legal  masonic  effect,  nor  whether  any 
proper  organization  under  it  ever  took  place-  The  petitioners  in- 
clude only  a  portion  of  the  persons  who  claim  to  derive  privileges 
from  this  instrument,  when  it  is  obvious  that  the  granting  of  their 
prayer,  for  the  reasons  they  advance,  would  equally  benefit  their 
associates  who  have  not  joined  in  the  petition,  and  over  whom, 
therefore,  this  Grand  Lodge  would  have  no  control.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  validity  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  persons  named  in  the  charter,  or  whether 
the  petitioners  have  any  just  claim  to  be  considered  their  succes- 
sors. 

Lodges  professing  to  be  masonic,  existing  in  this  Common- 
wealth without  the  sanction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  are  irregular 
and  spurious,  and  the  members  of  them  are,  of  course,  denied 
masonic  intercourse  with  members  of  regular  Lodges.  The 
Lodges  named  in  the  petition  stand  in  this  relation  to  regular 
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Lodges,  and  they  and  their  members,  including  the  petitioners, 
are  not  recognized  by  the  Craft. 

Our  constitutions  make  no  distinction  on  account  of  the  color 
of  persons  who  desire  the  benefits  of  Freemasonry ;  and  there  are 
no  rules  or  regulations  whereby  the  petitioners,  if  "  worthy  and 
well  qualified,"  are  excluded  from  our  fraternity,  if  they  seek  ad- 
misEioa  through  duly  organized  Lodges. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  T.  Heard,  * 
G.  Washington  Warren. 
Bradford  L.  Wales. 
Isaac  H.  Wright. 
Tract  P  Cheever. 
Chas.  Levi  Woodbury. 

The  report  was  unanimously  accepted. 

R.W.  Br.  John  T.  Heard,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
w  Grand  Charity  Fund,"  reported  progress. 

R,W.  Br.  William  D.  Coolidge,  in  behalf  of  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Blackstone  River 
Lodge,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted  and 
the  recommendation  adopted :  — 

Ik  Grand  Lodge,  December  8,  1869. 
The  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  Blackstone  River  Lodge 

report — 

That  they  have  examined  several  Master  Masons  of  that  Lodge, 
acid  are  satisfied  that  the  statements  in  said  petition  are  true,  and 
that  Br.  Benjamin  Booth  had  a  high  character  for  order  and  in- 
tegrity, as  well  as  good  masonic  standing  while  residing  in  this 
State.  We  recommend  that  the  Grand  Master  be  requested  to 
transmit  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  official  copies  of  these 
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evidences,  ami  request  that  Body  to  make  such  use  of  them  as 
shall  best  aid  our  brother,  now  id  affliction  in  that  country. 

Wm.  D.  Coolidge. 
W%  H.  Chessman. 
Chas.  Levi  Woodbury. 

On  motion,  it  was  Voted,  That  the  recommendation  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  that  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  be  accepted 
until  July  1,  1870,  as  the  commutation  fee  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  that  after  that  date  no  commutation  shall  be  re- 
ceived, be  adopted. 

The  following  Lodges  presented  amendments  to  their  By- 
Laws  for  approval,  which  were  referred  to  R.  W.  Br.  William 
IK  i  Widge,  W.  Br.  Lucius  W.  Lovell,  and  W.  Br.  Henry 
Eiidicott  3  via- :  St.  Bernard's,  Orange,  Lafayette  (North  Ad- 
ams), Rising  Star,  Mt.  Lebanon,  Blue  Hill,  North  Star, 
Hiram,  Day  Spring,  King  David,  Meridian,  Athelstane, 
Montacute,  Golden  Fleece,  Winslow  Lewis,  Mt.  Lebanon, 
Mt.  Vernon,  Massachusetts,  Star  of  Bethlehem,  St.  John's, 
Revere. 

The  M-W-  Grand  Master  appointed  R.W.  Br.  William 
F.  Salmon,  W.  Brothers  Edwin  A.  Wadleigh  and  Charles 
Harris,  a  committee  on  the  "Reports  of  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters,"  and  R.W.  Br.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson  and 
Brothers  Percival  L.  Everett  and  Daniel  W.  Lawrence  a 
committee  on  the  "Returns  of  Lodges  for  the  years  1867-9." 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proceedings  of 
Konohaaeett  Lodge,  of  Cohasset,  in  the  trial  of  Br.  Thomas 
Weatherbee,  made  the  following  report :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  December  8,  1869. 
The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  record  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  Kouohasset  Lodge,  Cohasset,  relating  to  the  trial  on  Sep- 
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tember  8,  1869,  of  Br.  Thomas  Weatherbee,  a  member  of  said 
Lodge,  have  examined  said  record  and  report  — 

That  the  charge  against  Br.  Weatherbee  was  presented  on  the 
18th  day  of  Jane  last,  at  a  regular  communication  of  the  Lodge, 
by  Br.  J.  C.  Cole.  The  charge  was  that  of  violating  his  masonic 
obligation,  and  contained  two  specifications.  First,  lying ;  sec- 
ond, deception.  The  last  known  place  of  abode  of  the  respondent 
was  in  Oakland,  Alameda  County,  California,  and  notice  of  the 
pending  of  the  charge  was  sent  to  him  at  that  place  sixty  days 
prior  to  the  time  of  trial  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Grand  Regulations.  At  the  trial  the  respondent  did  not  ap- 
pear, and  no  person  appearing  to  act  in  his  behalf,  the  Lodge  pro- 
ceeded to  hear  the  evidence  in  the  case.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
the  specifications  under  the  charge  are  defective  and  somewhat 
vague,  inasmuch  as  they  contain  no  allegation  of  time,  place,  or 
circumstance,  and,  in  fact,  are  not  sufficiently  specific  to  give  the 
respondent  a  knowledge  of  what  he  was  required  to  meet,  so  that 
he  might  thereby  prepare  his  defence.  The  substance  of  the 
charge,  however,  was  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  evidence  offered 
at  the  trial,  although  your  committee  do  not  fail  to  notice  the 
presence  of  some  hearsay  testimony  which  does  not  contribute  to 
establish  the  guilt  of  the  respondent,  and  the  admission  of  which 
is  contrary  to  the  regulations. 

The  verdict  was,  guilty  of  the  charge  ;  and  the  sentence  was  ex- 
pulsion from  the  rights  and  benefits  of  masonry — both  being  by  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Lodge.  Believing  that,  while  the  record 
exhibits  the  formal  defects  which  we  have  noticed,  no  substantial 
injustice  has  been  done,  your  committee  recommend  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  proceedings  in  this  case. 

Tract  P  Chester. 
Charles  Harris. 
Geo.  P.  Sanger. 

On  motion,  it  was  Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted 
and  the  recommendation  adopted. 
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R,W,  Br*  Tracy  P  Cheever,  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  proceedings  of  Excelsior  Lodge, 
Franklin,  in  the  case  of  Br.  Jesse  L.  Nason,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  accepted  :  — 

In  Grand  Lodge,  December  8,  1869. 
The  committee  who  were  appointed  at  the  regular  communica- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  September  last,  to  examine  the  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  Excelsior  Lodge,  Franklin,  in  the  case  of 
Br,  Jesse  L.  Nason,  who  was  tried  by  said  Lodge  on  the  23d  day 
of  June  last,  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them  with  as 
much  ouv  u ji  they  could  bestow  upon  the  subject,  and  respect- 
fully report  — 

Thai  they  find  from  this  record  that  Brother  Nason  was  charged 
with  uu masonic  conduct  in  attempting  to  wrong,  cheat,  and  de- 
fraud Brs.  R.  Eddy  and  W.  A.  Kilburn,  as  set  forth  in  the  fol- 
lowing specifications :  — 

1st.  That  Br.  Nason  sold  to  Br.  Eddy  property  belonging  to 
Br.  Kilburu,  and  at  an  exorbitant  price. 

2d.  That  Br.  Nason  attempted  to  get  possession  of  notes  signed 
by  Br.  Eddy  without  any  consideration  therefor,  by  false  repre- 
sentations. 

3d.  That  Br.  Nason  cheated  Br.  Eilburn  by  sub-letting  premi- 
ses which  he  had  promised  Eilburn  not  to  do  upon  his  honor  as  a 

Mason* 

A  copy  of  the  charge  and  specifications  was  duly  served  upon 
Br.  Nason,  who  appeared  at  the  time  assigned  for  the  trial,  and 
pleaded  14  Not  Guilty."  R.W.D.D.  Grand  Master  George  W. 
Stacy  was  present,  and  presided  at  the  trial  with  fairness  and  im- 
partiality. The  specifications  under  the  charge  are,  in  the  view 
of  the  committed,  properly  stated,  and  are  sufficient,  if  proved,  to 
constitute  a  cuse  of  unmasonic  conduct,  for  which  the  offender 
might  justly  be  expelled  from  masonry.  Upon  the  first  specifica- 
tion, however,  the  respondent  was  acquitted,  so  that  it  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  consider  the  2d  and  the  3d,  and  the  evidence  relating 
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to  them.  The  complainant  in  the  case  was  Br.  R.  Eddy,  a 
member  of  Roman  Lodge,  No.  223,  Rome,  New  York,  and  he 
was  the  only  witness  offered  to  sustain  the  complaint.  From  his 
statement  it  appears  that  in  the  fall  of  1867,  having  been  invited 
to  become  pastor  of  a  church  in  Franklin,  he  made  an  arrange- 
ment with  Br.  Joseph  G.  Ray,  of  that  place,  to  secure  him  a  ten- 
ement from  the  respondent,  and  of  which  respondent  had  posses- 
sion, at  as  low  a  rent  as  he  could.  When  Eddy  came  to  take 
possession  of  the  tenement,  Nason  handed  him  a  lease  from  Kfl- 
burn  to  Nason  for  three  years,  with  Nason's  assignment  to  Eddy. 
The  rent  reserved  in  the  lease  was  $160  per  year,  and  the 
bonus  for  the  assignment  was  $300,  to  be  paid  by  Eddy,  who  de- 
murred at  the  payment  in  this  form,  claiming  that  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  Ray  with  Nason  was  that  the  bonus  should  be  put 
into  the  rent.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing another  house,  Eddy  agreed  to  the  arrangement  as  under- 
stood by  Nason,  upon  the  condition  that  Ray,  who  was  present, 
and  agreed  with  Eddy  in  his  understanding  of  it,  would  loan  him 
$200,  which  Ray  agreed  to  do,  while,  as  he  also  said,  Nason  ought 
to  obligate  himself  to  refund  the  bonus  paid,  if  Eddy  should  be 
obliged  to  give  up  the  premises  to  Kilburn,  the  lessor.  Nason 
agreed  to  this  ;-the  lease  was  assigned,  and  a  few  days  after  Eddy 
paid  $100  of  the  bonus  money  of  the  lease.  About  the  same  time 
Ray  told  Eddy  that  he  had  paid  Nason  $200,  which  he  had  be- 
fore agreed  to  loan  Eddy,  and  which  completed  the  payment  of 
the  bonus.  Afterwards,  during  the  summer,  Kilburn  called  on 
Eddy  and  said  ihat  Nason  had  no  right  to  sub-let  the  house ; 
that  he  had  pledged  himself  11  as  a  Mason  on  the  square  not  to  do 
so,"  and  that  he  (Kilburn)  should  revoke  the  lease.  Thereupon 
Eddy  called  on  Ray  to  see  the  obligation  which  Nason  had  given, 
and  found  it  to  be  an  agreement  to  repay  to  Ray  such  proportion 
of  $200  as  the  whole  should  bear  to  the  unexpired  term  of  three 
years,  provided  Kilburn  should  return  to  occupy  the  house  with 
his  own  family,  and  provided  that  Ray  should  make  over  to  Nason 
any  notes  and  securities  that  he  might  hold  against  Eddy  for  the 
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sum  of  $200,  the  transaction  to  be  regarded  as  wholly  personal  to 
Ray,  and  not  one  from  which  Eddy  should  derive  any  advantage. 
Eddy  further  states  that  this  was  not  the  obligation  which  Nason 
agreed  to  give  to  Ray,  although  Ray,  supposing  it  to  be  right, 
paid  the  money  hurriedly,  and  never  read  it  until  his  atteniton 
was  called  to  the  matter  by  Eddy.  Eddy  also  says  that  he  gave 
up  his  lease  from  Nason,  took  a  new  one  from  Kilburn,  and  still 
owes  Ray  the  $200,  although  Ray  has  neither  note  or  any  other 
security  therefor. 

This  concluded  the  oral  testimony  submitted  in  the  case.  A 
communication,  signed  by  Br.  W.  A.  Kilburn,  dated  at  Pittsburgh, 
Pennyslvania,  and  addressed  to  Richard  Eddy,  Esq.,  was  intro- 
duced, stating  among  other  things  that  the  agreement  not  to 
sub-let  the  premises  was  left  out  of  the  original  lease  by  mistake, 
but  that  Nason  gave  his  word  and  pledged  himself  as  a  Brother 
Mason  dealing  with  him  on  the  square  that  he  would  not  sub-let 
the  house  without  Kilburn's  consent.  Then  follows  a  somewhat 
remarkable  statement,  viz. :  "  So  far  as  the  assignment  written 
on  the  back  of  the  lease  is  concerned,  and  which  purports  to  be 
signed  by  me,  I  know  nothing  about  it.  I  never  signed  it,  —  it  is 
not  my  signature ;  and,  furthermore,  I  never  authorized  Mr. 
Nason,  or  any  other  person,  to  put  my  name  to  it."  This  paper, 
or  letter,  of  Br.  Kilburn,  to  which  we  shall  hereafter  allude,  pur- 
ports to  have  been  signed  in  presence  of  one  of  the  Deputy  Grand 
Masters  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  respondent,  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  testimony  offered 
by  the  prosecution,  having  taken  the  obligation,  gave  his  testimony, 
which  was  a  denial  in  substance  of  all  the  facts  stated  by  Eddy 
and  Kilburn.  He  said  that  the  entire  arrangement  about  the 
lease  and  assignment,  also  the  obligation  to  repay  a  proportion  of 
the  bonus  money,  was  made  with  Ray,  as  he  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  Eddy,  who  was  a  stranger.  He  denied  that  he  had 
ever  pledged  himself  as  a  Mason  not  to  underlet  the  premises,  and 
said  that  he  did  not  know,  until  after  he  rented  the  house  to  Eddy, 
that  Kilburn  was  a  Mason,  and  that  he  (K.)  told  him  that  he  was 
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dissatisfied  with  Eddy's  occupation  of  the  house  because  his  fam- 
ily were  abusing  it. 

Although  this  is  a  tedious  recital,  it  may  be  necessary  in  order  to 
a  thorough  understanding  of  this  somewhat  remarkable  case. 
Here  is  a  charge  against  a  brother  of  attempting  to  get  possession 
of  notes  given  by  Br.  Eddy  to  Br.  Ray  without  any  consideration 
therefor,  and  by  false  representations,  when  the  complainant  him- 
self states  directly,  in  his  testimony,  that  Bay  never  had  his  note 
or  any  other  security.  This  would  seem  to  dispose  of  the  2d 
specification. 

As  to  the  3d  specification,  to  wit,  that  Nason  cheated  Kilburn 
by  sub-letting  premises,  which  he  had  promised  K.  not  to  do  upon 
his  honor  as  a  Mason,  it  should  be  observed  that  the  lease  from 
Kilburn  to  Nason  was  legally  assignable,  and  that  this  specifica- 
tion must  rest  solely  on  the  statement  of  Kilburn  in  the  letter  to 
Eddy,  before  referred  to.  In  that  letter  Kilburn  states  that  Nason 
agreed  upon  his  honor  as  a  Mason  and  upon  the  square  not  to 
sub-let  these  premises,  although  he  had  a  clear  right  so  to  do.  In 
the  same  letter  he  also  says  that  he  never  assigned  the  lease  to 
Eddy,  never  put  his  name  to  it,  or  authorised  Nason,  or  any 
other  person,  to  put  his  name  to  it.  Now,  inasmuch  as  this  as- 
signment of  the  lease  was  made  by  Nason,  and  does  not  purport 
to  be  signed  by  Kilburn,  as  it  could  not  be,  K.'s  mind  must  have 
been  somewhat  mystified  about  the  transaction.  He  totally  mis- 
conceives or  mi  states  it,  and  as  his  mistake  here  is  so  palpable 
he  may  have  been  equally  mistaken  as  to  what  Nason  told  him  ;  for 
Nason  distinctly  states  that  he  said  nothing  about  sub-letting  the 
premises,  and  further,  that  he  didn't  then  know  that  Kilburn  was 
a  Mason.  But  apart  from  the  obvious  spirit  manifested  in  this 
letter  of  Kilburn  to  Eddy,  and  the  generally  unreliable  character 
of  his  statements,  the  document  is  manifestly  inadmissible  as  tes- 
timony. It  was  not  given  under  oath,  nor  under  the  sanction  of 
any  masonic  obligation,  nor  had  the  respondent  any  opportunity 
to  qualify  the  force  of  its  statements  by  cross-examination. 

As  to  the  testimony  of  Eddy,  the  complainant,  which  was  given 
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with  considerable  zeal  and  some  bias  against  the  respondent,  it 
will  be  noticed,  as  we  have  already  observed,  that  it  is  contradict- 
ed by  the  respondent  in  all  its  substantial  statements.  The  lease, 
and  other  papers  submitted  in  the  case,  confirm  the  statement  of  • 
Nason,  and  the  only  question,  therefore,  is  whether  these  papers 
were  fraudulently  made  by  him  and  contain  provisions  directly 
opposed  to  his  verbal  promises  to  Ray  and  Eilburn.  Upon  close 
examination  of  the  statement  of  Eddy,  it  will  be  seen  that  Nason's 
misconduct,  if  in  anything,  consisted  in  representations  and  pro- 
mises made  to  Ray,  with  whom  the  entire  transaction  was  con- 
ducted. In  order  to  substantiate  the  charge,  the  complainant  is 
obliged  to  testify  almost  wholly  as  to  what  was  said  by  Nason  to 
Ray.  In  fact,  the  testimony  of  Eddy  bristles  with  hearsay,  being 
full  of  what  Ray  and  Eilburn,  who  might  have  been  witnesses, 
said  about  the  transaction.  If  the  statements  of  Ray  and  Eil- 
burn, made  not  in  the  presence  of  the  respondent,  and  which  are 
therefore  merely  hearsay  evidence,  were  excluded  from  the  record 
as  incompetent  under  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  there 
would  remain  no  evidence  whatever  to  sustain  either  the  2d  or 
3d  specifications.  Moreover,  we  cannot  forget,  in  a  candid  view 
of  this  case,  to  notice  the  singular  fact  that  although  Ray,  appar- 
ently a  resident  Mason,  made  in  person  the  arrangement  with 
Eddy,  out  of  which  the  difficulty  arose,  was  fully  apprised  of  all 
its  details,  and  certainly  knew  all  that  Nason  said  to  him  in  the 
transaction,  so  that  he  could  have  confirmed  or  refuted  what  was 
said  by  Eddy,  yet  he  was  not  called  as  a  witness  in  the  case,  and 
has  given  no  testimony  concerning  it.  The  absence  of  a  witness 
who  knows  all  the  facts,  and  who  besides,  from  the  nature  of  the 
case,  knows  more  than  any  other  person,  except  Nason  himself, 
can  know,  is  at  least  unfavorable  to  the  theory  of  the  prosecution. 

The  result  of  the  trial  was  that  the  respondent  was  found  guilty 
on  the  2d  and  3d  specifications  by  a  vote  of  twenty-seven  to  one, 
and  the  sentence  was  expulsion  from  masonry.  This  vote,  which 
was  without  doubt  honestly  although  erroneously  given,  may 
perhaps  be  partially  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
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members  may  have  thought  that  Nason  had  really  and  fraudulently 
placed  the  name  of  Eilburn  to  the  assignment  on  the  back  of  the 
lease,  for  Kilburn  himself,  as  appears  by  his  letter,  had  received 
the  same  impression,  which  was,  as  we  have  already  seen,  con- 
trary to  the  truth. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  impressions  upon  the  minds 
of  the  members  of  the  Lodge,  and  however  good  their  motives,  your 
committee  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  proceedings  of 
Excelsior  Lodge,  as  shown  in  this  record,  cannot  be  confirmed  by 
this  Grand  Lodge.  The  verdict  cannot  stand  the  test  of  reason 
or  masonic  law  and  usage.  The  complainant  doubtless  thinks 
that  he  was  driven  by  the  respondent  to  a  hard  bargain,  but  the 
record  falls  far  short  of  establishing  the  truth  of  the  specifications 
of  the  charge.  If  a  brother  is  to  be  subjected  to  the  shame  and 
disgrace  of  expulsion  from  the  benefits  of  this  ancient  fraternity, 
it  must  be  only  after  a  fair  trial,  conducted  according  to  the 
Grand  Regulations  and  upon  clear  and  competent  evidence.  Your 
committee  therefore  decline  to  recommend  the  approval  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  proceedings  in  this  case. 

Tract  P  Cheeveb. 
Charles  Harris. 
Geo.  P.  Sanger. 

A  complaint  was  received  from  Br.  Adolph  Sternfeld, 
against  Germania  Lodge,  which  was  referred  to  R.W.  Br. 
Charles  R.  Train,  W.  Br.  Henry  Endicott,  and  Br.  George 
H.  Conn. 

The  Committee  on  the  "Masonic  Temple"  was  granted 
further  time ;  also,  further  time  was  granted  the  Committee 
on  the  "  Powers  of  the  Board  of  Directors." 

The  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  was  then  closed  in  Ample  Form 
until  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning. 
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THURSDAY  MORNING. 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  at  nine  o'clock,  a.m.,  the 
hour  to  which  it  was  closed,  by  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  and 
his  Grand  Officers.  The  Grand  Lecturers  opened  "The 
Grand  Lodge  of  Instruction"  as  follows  :  — 


W.E,  Dan  a  lUs croft,  Senior  Grand  Lecturer  .  .  .  . 
W.  Ce  ciiAs  Brigham,  Junior  Grand  Lecturer  .... 
W,  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Junior  Grand  Lecturer  .  .  . 
Br,  Da vi  r>  Cram,  Senior  Deacon  St.  Paul's,  Groton  .  .•  . 
W.  Hknrt  C.  Willson,  Master  Montacute,  Worcester  . 
Br.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Titus,  Grand  Chaplain  Gr.  Lodge  . 
W.  Albekt  L.  Fkssenden,  P.M.  St.  Paul's,  Groton  .  . 
W.  Mowrt  Lapham,  Past  Master  St.  Paul's,  Groton  .  . 
Br  Horace  Eldridge,  Junior  Warden  St.  Paul's,  Groton 
W.  George  V,  Barrett,  Master  Caleb  Butler,  Groton  . 
Br,  Levi  Arnold,  Senior  Warden  Mt.  Vernon  .... 
Br.  Beranl  -  Ik) wen,  Senior  Deacon  St.  John's,  Boston  . 

Br.  Ebek  F.  Gait,  Grand  Tyler  Grand  Lodge  

Br.  Frank  E.  Crane  - .   .  , 

Br.  J  tin  en  W,  Eastman,  Marshal  St.  Paul's,  Groton, 
W.  Walter  L,  Gardner,  Master  Aberdour,  Boston, 
W.  Henry  A.  Brown,  Past  Master  Caleb  Butler, 


Master. 

Senior  Warden. 
Junior  Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Secretary. 
Chaplain. 
Marshal. 
Senior  Deacon. 
Junior  Deacon. 
Senior  Steward. 
Junior  Steward. 
Inside  Sentinel. 
Tyler. 
Organist. 

Assistants. 


The  Work  and  Lectures  of  the  three  degrees  were  fully 
exemplified  in  presence  of  nearly  seven  hundred  brethren. 
This  being  concluded,  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  was  closed  at 
half-past  five  o'clock,  P.M.,  in  Ample  Form. 
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STATED  COMMUNICATION. 


December  28,  A.L.  6869. 

A  Stated  Communication  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
.  Massachusetts  was  held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Boston,  on 
Tuesday,  December  28,  A.L.  5869,  for  the  installation  of 
its  officers,  and  the  celebration  of  the  Feast  of  Saint  John 
the  Evangelist. 

PRESENT. 

R.W.  Charles  C.  Dame  Past  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

R.W.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury     .   .   .   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Itiiamar  F.  Conkey  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  Ivory  H.  Pope  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  John  McClellan  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  Solon  Thornton  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Charles  W.  Moore  Correspond'g  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Andrew  G.  Smith  D.D.G. Master,  District  No.  1. 


District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No. 
District  No.  12. 
District  No.  13. 
District  No.  14. 
District  No.  16. 


R.W.  Tracy  P  Chebver 
R.W.  Benjamin  Pope 
R.W.  F.  Lyman  Winship 
R.W.  George  H.  Peirson 
R.W.  Henry  P.  Perkins 
R.W.  Andrew  J.  Clark. 
R.W.  George  E.  Stacy  . 
R.W.  J.  Mason  Everett 
R.W.  John  A.  Lee  .  . 
R.W.  Z.  L.  Bicknbll  .  . 

W.  Rev.  James  A.  Bolles,  D.D  Grand  Chaplain. 

W.  William  T.  Grammer    *   .   .   .    .   Grand  Marshal. 

W.  John  A.  Goodwin  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  E.  Waters  Burr, 
W.  Lucius  W.  Lovell, 
W.  James  B.  Pickett, 
W.  John  Haigh, 

W.  Samuel  C.  Lawrence  Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

W.  Lovell  Bicknell  Grand  Standard-Bearer. 

W.  Charles  Kimball  Grand  Pursuivant 

W.  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  } 

W.  Cephas  Brigham,      £  Grand  Lecturers. 

W.  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  j 

Br.  Ebbn  F.  Gay  Grand  Tyler. 


2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
7. 
8. 


Grand  Stewards. 
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PERMANENT  MEMBERS. 

R.W.  Wixslgw  Lewis   Past  Grand  Master. 

R.W,  John  T.  Heard   „      „        „  v 

R. W.  Wi  1.1.1  am  Parkman   „       „  .„ 

R.W.  Chaiues  C.  Dame   „      „  „ 

R.W,  Aura  ham  A.  Dame   Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R  W ,  E  M.  V  Wells,  D.D   „ 

B-W,  Marshall  P.  Wilder   „      „         „  „ 

R.W.  William  Sutton   Past  Grand  Warden. 

B.W.  Samuel  P.  Oliver   „      „  „ 

R.W.  Hbnkt  Chickering   „      „  „ 

R.W,  Isaac  H.  Wright  

R.W.  Wtzewan  Marshall   „      „  „ 

R.W.  Ben-jam  is  Dean   „      „  „ 

I:\V.WilliamF.Salmon  ,      „  „ 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  six 
o'clock,  p.m.,  with  prayer  by  the  Senior  Grand  Chaplain, 
W.  Br,  James  A.  Bolles. 

The  R.  W.  Past  Grand  Master  presiding  announced  that 
M.W.  A.  E.  Cobb,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Connecti- 
cut, was  in  waiting  to  visit  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  appointed 
B.\W  Brothers  Winslow  Lewis,  John  T.  Heard,  and  Isaac 
Hull  Wright  to  introduce  M.W.  Grand  Master  Cobb  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  where  he  was  received  with  the  honors  due  his 
high  office. 

The  R.\\\  Past  Grand  Master  presiding  appointed  R.W, 
Brothers  John  T.  Heard,  Winslow  Lewis,  Isaac  H.  Wright, 
E,  M.  P.  Wells,  and  Abraham  A.  Dame  a  committee  to 
introduce  M.W.  William  Sewall  Gardner,  Grand  Master 
<  k<  t,  for  installation.  The  committee  retired  with  the  Grand 
Marshal  and  Grand  Stewards,  and  returned  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  with  the  Grand  Master  elect,  who  was  introduced  by 
Past  Grand  Master  R.W.  Br.  John  T.  Heard,  and  installed 
as  follows  :  — 
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•Most  Worshipful, — Having  been  again  elected  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  the  Grand  llodge  of  Massachusetts,  you  have  been  pleased 
to  designate  me  to  perform  the  honorable  and  pleasant  duty  of  in- 
stalling you  into  your  office. 

Permit  me,  Most  Worshipful,  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  en- 
tire unanimity  with  which,  after  one  year's  service,  you  have  been 
again  called  to  this  honorable  position,  and  upon  the  continuance 
of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  your  brethren  throughout  our  ju- 
risdiction. In  the  coming  year,  as  in  the  past,  may  success  attend 
your  labors,  may  prosperity  continue  with  this  Grand  Lodge, 
may  harmony  prevail  throughout  our  borders,  and  willing  hands 
strengthened  by  zeal,  be  ever  ready  to  assist  you  in  the  arduous 
duties  connected  with  your  office. 

The  Grand  Master  elect  was  conducted  to  the  altar  by 
Past  Grand  Masters  R.W.  John  T.  Heard  and  R.W.  Wins- 
low  Lewis,  where  a  solemn  prayer  was  offered  by  the  W. 
Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  James  A.  Bolles,  and  where  the  official 
obligation  was  administered,  after  which  he  was  re-conducted 
to  the  Grand  East,  and  Past  Grand  Master  Charles  C.  Dame 
proceeded  with  the  installation  as  follows :  — 

I  now,  Most  Worshipful,  invest  you  with  this  badge  of  your 
office.  It  will  silently  admonish  yon  always  to  do  justice  to  the 
cause  of  Masonry  ;  to  consult,  as  the  exalted  rank  you  now  hold 
demands  of  yon,  its  real  interests.  It  will  instruct  you  to  in- 
fuse into  the  many  Lodges  of  which  yon  are  now  the  head,  the 
true  spirit  of  our  Order.  It  will  direct  you  to  make  wise  regula- 
tions for  the  good  government  of  the  Fraternity  ;  to  give  due  com- 
mendation to  the  worthy  members  of  it,  and  to  rebuke  those  who 
act  contrary  to  its  laws. 

I  next  deliver  you  this  emblem  of  that  power  with  which  you 
are  now  invested.  Always  make  use  of  it  for  the  good  of  our  be- 
loved Institution. 

To  you  are  committed  also  those  Sacred  Writings  upon  our 
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altars,  in  which  are  to  be  found  the  sublime  parts  of  our  ancient 
mysteries.  In  them  are  likewise  most  strongly  inculcated  the 
social  and  moral  duties,  without  which  no  man  can  be  a  Mason. 
You  will  direct  your  Lodges  to  read,  to  study,  and  obey  them. 

I  present  you  the  Book  of  Constitutions,  in  which  are  contained 
the  rules  and  orders  made  for  the  good  government  of  our  Society  ; 
and  the  charges  which  show  its  nature,  its  wisdom,  and  its  utility. 
With  this  book,  Most  Worshipful,  you  will  direct  your  Lodges  to 
make  themselves  well  acquainted, — a  work  in  all  its  parts  worthy 
the  attention  of  men  the  most  enlightened  and  judicious. 

I  also  commit  to  your  care  and  keeping  this  lock  of  hair  of  the 
immortal  Washington.  It  is  held  sacred  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 
You  will  preserve  it  with  great  care,  and  when  your  term  of  office 
shall  expire  you  will  transmit  it  to  your  successor,  with  like  in- 
structions to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  his  successor,  that  it  may 
continue  with  this  Grand  Lodge  to  keep. alive  through  all  coming 
generations  that  respect  and  esteem  which  this  Grand  Lodge  has 
eyer  manifested  for  him  who  was  the  friend  of  Masonry,  of  his 
country,  and  of  man. 

Give  me  leave,  Most  Worshipful,  to  conduct  you  to  the  Chair. 
You  are  again  at  the  head  of  an  Order  which  is  calculated  to  unite 
men  in  true  friendship,  to  extend  benevolence,  and  to  promote 
virtue.  • 

Allow  me,  Most  Worshipful,  to  congratulate  you  on  the  honor  of 
being  again  placed  in  this  high  station  of  presiding  over  all  the 
Lodges  of  this  State  and  Jurisdiction.  May  the  Father  of  Lights 
invest  yon  with  his  choicest  gifts.  May  heavenly  wisdom  illumi- 
nate your  mind.  May  heavenly  power  give  strength  to  your  ex- 
ertions. May  heavenly  goodness  fill  and  enlarge  your  breast. 
May  your  feet  Vest  upon  the  rock  of  justice,  —  from  your  hands 
may  streams  of  beneficence  continually  issue :  and  round  your 
head  may  there  bend  a  circle  made  splendid  by  the  rays  of  honor ; 
and  late,  very  late  in  life,  may  you  be  transmitted  from  the  fading 
honors  of  an  earthly  Lodge  to  the  mansions  prepared  for  the  faithful 
in  a  better  world. 
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Proclamation  was  made  from  the  East,  West,  and  South, 
that  M.W.  William  Sewall  .Gardner  had  been  duly  elected 
and  in  Ample  Form  installed  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Massachusetts,  and  as  such  would  be  respected  by  the  Craft. 

The  Grand  Marshal  formed  a  procession  of  the  brethren, 
which  passed  thrice  around  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  saluted  the 
Grand  Master  with  the  Grand  Honors. 

The  Grand  Master  installed  the  elected  officers  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

R.W.  Samuel  C.  Lawrence,  Medford  .  .  .  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
R.W.  Richard  Briggs,  Brookline  ....   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  John  McClellan,  Boston  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  Solon  Thornton,  Boston  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  made  the  following  appoint- 
ments :  — 


R.W.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  Boston 
R.W.  Charles  W.  Moore,  Boston  . 
R.W.  Andrew  G.  Smith,  Boston  . 
R.W.  Tract  P  Cheever,  Chelsea  . 
R.W.  Benjamin  Pope,  South  Boston 
R.W.  F.  Lyman  Winship,  Brighton 
R.W.  George  H.  Peirson,  Salem  . 
R.W.  James  E.  Gale,  Haverhill  . 
R.W.  Henry  P.  Perkins,  Lowell  . 
R.W.  Andrew  J.  Clark,  Orange  . 
R.W.  Daniel  Upton,  South  Adams 
R.W.  Samxjel  B.  Spooner,  Springfield 
R.W.  Charles  G.  Reed,  Worcester 
R.W.  George  E.  Stacy,  Milford  . 
R.W.  J.  Mason  Everett,  Canton  . 
R.W.  John  A.  Lee,  New  Bedford  . 
R.W.  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr.,  Dennisport 
R.W.  Z  L.  Bicknell,  East  Weymouth 
R.W.  George  H.  Kendall,  Valparaiso 
R.W.  William  C.  Blanchard,  Shanghai 
R.W.  Richard  H.  Hartley,  Lima    .  . 
W.  Rev.  James  A.  Bolj.es,  D.D.,  Boston, 
W.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Titus,  Taunton, 
W.  William  T.  Grammer,  Woburn  .  . 


Deputy  Grand  Master. 
Corresponding  Grand  Secretary. 
D.D.G.  Master,  District  No.  1. 

District  No.  1 
District  No.  8. 
District  No.  4. 
District  No.  5. 
District  No.  6. 
District  No.  7. 
District  No.  8. 
District  No.  9. 
District  No.  10. 
District  No.  11. 
District  No.  12. 
"District  No.  13. 
District  No.  14. 
District  No.  15. 
District  No.  16. 
Deputy  for  Chili,  S.A. 
Special  Deputy  for  China. 
Special  Deputy  for  Peru,  S.A. 

J-  Grand  Chaplains. 
Grand  Marshal. 
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W.  John  A.  Goodwin,  Lowell  ....  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  John  Burnet,  Fitchburg    ....  Junior  Grand  Deacon.  ' 

W.  Lucius  W.  Lovell,  Cambridgeport  .  Senior  Grand  Steward. 

W.  James  P.  Pickett,  Newton  ....  Junior  Grand  Steward. 

W.  John  Haigh,  Lawrence   Junior  Grand  Steward. 

W.  E.  Waters  Burr,  Hinghara  ....  Junior  Grand  Steward.' 

W.  Charles  A.  Reed,  Taunton ....  Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

W.  Lovell  Bicknell,  East  Weymouth  .  Grand  Standard- Bearer. 

W.Charles  Kimball,  Lowell,  )  Grand  Pursuivants. 

W.  Daniel  Nason,  Lawrence,  > 

W.  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  Groton 'Junction,  } 

W.  Cephas  Brigham,  Auburndale,         /  Grand  Lecturers. 

W.  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Boston,  3 

Br.  Howard  M.  Dow,  Boston    ....  Grand  Organist. 

Br.  Eben  F.  Gat,  Boston   Grand  Tyler. 

R.W.  Winslow  Lewis,  } 

R.W.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  £  .    .  Committee  on  the  Library. 
R.W.  Wendell  T.  Davis,  J 
R  W.  Solon  Thornton,  } 

R.W.  William  Parkmam,      >    .    .   .  Committee  on  Charity. 
W.  Marlborough  Williams,  ) 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  installed  the  R.W.  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  and  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Masters,  excepting  R.W.  Brothers  Daniel 
Upton,  Charles  G.  Reed,  Joseph  K.  Baker,  Jr.,  George  H. 
Kendall,  William  C.  Blanchard,  and  Richard  H.  Hartley, 
who  were  absent,  and  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  installed 
the  remainder  of  the  appointed  officers,  except  Rev.  Br. 
Charles  H.  Titus,  Junior  Grand  Chaplain,  and  Br.  Howard 
M.  Dowt  Grand  Organist,  who  were  absent. 

The  Grand  Marshal  made  the  customary  proclamation. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  delivered  the  following 

r 

ADDRESS. 

Brethren,  —  By  the  kind  favor  of  Almighty  God,  we  are 
gathered  once  more  around  our  ancient  altar  as  our  predecessors 
have  annually  done  for  more  than  a  century,  to  inaugurate  a  new 
year  of  masonic  duty,  —  to  induct  into  their  stations  of  labor  and 
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responsibility  those  officers  whom  the  Craft  have  selected  to  pre- 
side, and  to  celebrate  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist. 

The  occasion  is  most  auspicious.  The  relations  between  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  its  subordinates,  and  between  the  members  of 
the  Craft  universal  in  the  jurisdiction,  are  most  agreeable,  and 
peace  and  tranquility  reign  throughout  our  borders.  The  great 
and  hazardous  undertaking  which  the  Grand  Lodge  has  assumed 
of  building  this  Temple,  the  enormous  debt  incurred  thereby,  the 
burdens  of  distasteful  taxation,  have  not  alienated  the  loyalty  of  the 
|  Craft,  nor  proved  an  apple  of  discord  to  the  Faternity.  What- 
ever mistakes  have  been  made  are  charitably  forgiven  and  forgot- 
ten, and  with  pleasure  I  record  the  fact  that  a  spirit  of  true 
fraternal  confidence,  of  undoubted  trust,  exists  among  the  brethren 
and  Lodges,  Grand  and  subordinate.  To  inspire  this  confidence, 
and  foster  this  trust,  has  been  the  aim  of  the  administration  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  —  to  revive  again  that  old  spirit  which  formerly 
existed  of  upholding  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  support- 
ing it  through  all  its  trials,  discouragements,  and  labors.  To 
this  end  the  Craft  has  been  put  in  possession  of  all  the  knowledge 
of  the  Grand  Officers  in  relation  to  their  proceedings,  expenses, 
disbursements,  and  receipts;  and  the  fullest  examination  into  all 
the  financial  affairs  of  the  Corporation  has  been  invited.  Tour 
Grand  Master  has  declined  to  act  in  every  case  where  he  had  the 
least  doubt  of  his  constitutional  powers,  and  in  each  instance 
where  it  was  believed  that  the  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge  would 
lend  force  and  effect  to  a  decision,  you  have  been  consulted. 
Thus,  brethren,  through  your  committees,  and  by  your  determi- 
nation, nearly  all  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  last 
twelve  months,  have  been  conducted.  The  fact  that  our  meetings 
have  been  held  quarterly,  has  enabled  the  Grand  Master  to  refer 
to  you  many  matters  which  could  not  have  been .  done  had  we 
met  but  once  a  year. 

Duriug  the  year  ending  this  day,  I  have  received,  signed,  and 
transmitted  to  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary  1,960  Lodge  Di- 
plomas, and  57  Past  Masters'  Diplomas. 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  158 

I  have  granted  the  following  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges, 
and  appointed  the  brothers  named  as  Masters  and  Wardens :  — 

RaJbboni,  South  Boston  — 20  Petitioners. 

Richard  M.  Barker  Master. 

Richard  Pope  Senior  Warden. 

Francis  C.  Herset  Junior  Warden. 

Dispensation  granted  January  11, 1869. 
„         returnable  March,  1870. 

Globe,  Hinsdale  —  9  Petitioners. 

John  R.  Davison  Master.  t 

Lewis  M.  Taylor  Senior  Warden. 

C.  Wesley  Goodrich  Junior  Warden. 

Dispensation  granted  January  21,  1869. 

„         returnable  March,  1870. 

Charity,  North  Cambridge  —  20  Petitioners. 

James  R.  Morse   Master. 

William  H.  Bailey   Senior  Warden. 

D.  Gilbert  Dexter   Junior  Warden. 

Dispensation  granted  March  6,  1869. 

„         returnable  March,  1870. 

Upton,  Cheshire  — 11  Petitioners. 

E.  F.  Nickerson  Master. 

R.  A.  Bubget  Senior  Warden. 

Return  M.  Cole  Junior  Warden. 

Dispensation  granted  March  11, 1869. 
„         returnable  June,  1870. 

Mount  Holyoke,  South  Hadley  — 15  Petitioners. 

Elisha  Fisher  Master. 

Emerson  Bates  Judd  Senior  Warden. 

William  Harris  Junior  Warden. 

Dispensation  granted  March  80,  1869. 
„         returnable  June,  1870. 

Morning  Sun,  Conway  — 15  Petitioners. 

Charles  Ponsons,  Jr  Master. 

Thomas  S  Siierwin  Senior  Warden. 

John  Spraoub  Junior  Warden. 

Dispensation  granted  March  80,  1869. 
„        returnable  June,  1870. 
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Mount  Vernon,  Bdchertown  — 18  Petitioners. 

Oscar  F.  Morse  Master. 

Levi  Arnold  Senior  Warden. 

J.  J.  Tobias  Junior  Warden. 

Dispensation  granted  May  18,  1869. 
„         returnable  June,  1870. 

The  name  of  Mount  Vernon  was  inadvertently  given  to  this  Lodge,  and 
should  be  changed,  as  we  already  have  one  Lodge  of  that  name  on  our  Hcgis- 
try.  . 

 ,  Lawrence  — 16  Petitioners, 

D.  F.  Robinson  «   Master. 

G.  M.  Stoddard  Senior  Warden. 

G.  R.  Waterman  Junior  Warden. 

Dispensation  granted  July  8, 1869. 

„         returnable  September,  1870. 

The  petitioners  for  this  Lodge  asked  that  it  bear  the  name  of  the  present 
Grand  Master.  I  refused  to  have  the  Lodge  so  named,  and  the  Dispensation 
was  granted  in  blank. 

Puritan,  AbingUm  —  40  Petitioners. 

Henry  W.  Powers  Master. 

Samuel  N.  Dyer,  Jr  Senior  Warden. 

Franklin  P.  Harlow  Junior  Warden. 

Dispensation  granted  July  21, 1869. 

„         returnable  September,  1870. 

Howard,  South  Yarmouth,  —  20  Petitioners. 

Stephen  Sears  Master. 

Tbeophilus  Barrett  Senior  Warden. 

William  O.  G.  Springer  Junior  Warden. 

The  Grand  Secretary  being  absent,  I  granted  this  Dispensation  and  issued 
it  August  16,  1869,  under  my  private  seal,  and  made  it  returnable  Septem- 
ber, 1870. 

Aconcagua,  Valparaiso,  Chili,  S. A.  —  lb  Petitioners. 

Gilbert  E.  Jones  Master. 

Archibald  C.  Brown  Senior  Warden. 

Joseph  Katz  Junior  Warden. 

Dispensation  granted  October  26, 1869. 
„         returnable  March,  1871. 

This  Dispensation  was  granted  in  accordance  with  a  rote  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  the  last  September  Communication,  and  the  day  of  its  return  was 
so  determined  that  the  petitioners  will  have  a  full  working  year,  exclusive  of 
the  time  taken  by  the  Dispensation  eundo  et  redeundo. 
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Each  of  the  petitions  for  the  above  Darned  eleven  Dispensations 
was  countersigned  by  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  within 
whose  district  the  petitioners  resided,  and  was  recommended  by 
the  Lodge  situated  nearest  to  the  place  where  the  new  Lodge  was 
proposed  to  be  located. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1869,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  given 
me  by  your  vote  at  the  last  September  Communication,  I  directed 
Hiram  Lodge  at  Copiapo,  Chili,  to  be  removed  to  the  Port  of 
Caldera  by  the  following  order,  which  was  duly  transmitted  to  our 
Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  District  of  Chjli,  South  America. 

Grand  Lodge  or  Massachusetts. 
To  the  W.  Master,  Wardens,  and  Members  of  Hiram  Lodge  of  Copiapo,  Chili, 
South  America, 

"  Whereas,  In  April,  1869,  you  petitioned  the  Most  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts,  United  States  of  America,  for  leave  to  remove  said  Lodge 
from  Copiapo  to  the  Port  of  Caldera,  which  petition  was  favorably  approved 
by  the  R.W.  Br.  George  H.  Kendall,  our  Deputy  for  Chili ;  and  whereas,  at 
our  Grand  Lodge  held  at  Boston,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  September, 
A.D.  1869,  the  prayer  of  said  petitioners  was  duly  considered,  and  it  was  — 

"  Voted,  That  the  Grand  Master  authorize  its  removal  if  he  shall  deem  such 
removal  useful  and  expedient." 

Now,  therefore,  after  due  consideration,  deeming  such  removal  useful  and 
expedient,  I  do  hereby  authorize  the  removal  of  said  Hiram  Lodge  from  the 
City  of  Copiapo,  in  Chili,  South  America,  to  the  Port  of  Caldera,  in  said 
Chili,  and  henceforth  to  be  located  there.  The  R.W.  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  for  Chili  will  cause  a  copy  of  these  presents  to  be  indorsed  upon  the 
charter  of  said  Lodge,  and  attested  by  him. 
Given  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  this  26th  day  of  October,  A.D.  1869. 

William  Sewall  Gardner,  Grand  Master. 
[seal.]  Attest  ray  hand  and  seal  of  our  Grand  Lodge. 

Solon  Thornton, 

Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

I  have  called  special  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  follows, 
and  I  have  caused  them  to  be  eutered  upon  the  Records :  — 

At  Somerville,  on  the  18th  of  March  last,  for  the  purpose  of 
dedicating  the  new  hall  of  John  Abbott  Lodge  ; 

At  Charlestown,  on  the  30th  of  June  last,  for  the  purpose  of 
constituting  Faith  Lodge,  and  installing  its  officers ; 
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At  Weymouth,  on  the  2d  of  July  last,  fox  the  purpose  of  con- 
stituting Delta  Lodge,  and  installing  its  officers ; 

At  Natick,  on  the  16th  of  November  last,  for  the  purpose  of 
dedicating  the  new  hall  of  Meridian  Lodge ; 

At  Maiden,  on  the  22d  of  this  December,  for  the  purpose  of 
constituting  Palestine  Lodge,  and  installing  its  officers. 

On  the  14th  of  this  December  I  issued  a  special  warrant  to 
R.W.  Fast  Grand  Master  Cbarles  C.  Dame,  authorizing  him  to 
constitute  Bethany  Lodge  at  Amesbury,  install  its  officers,  and 
dedicate  its  ball. 

This  commission  *  was  granted  by  virtue  of  Section  4,  Article 
2,  Part  3d  of  our  Constitutions,  and  R.W.  Br.  Dame  has  kindly 
consented  to  perform  the  duty. 

At  tbe  annual  installation,  one  year  ago,  R.W.  Br.  David  W. 
Crafts  and  W.  Br.  E.  Dana  Bancroft  were  not  present.  I 
thereupon  issued  special  powers  to  the  W.  Master  of  Jerusalem 
Lodge,  at  Northampton,  to  install  Br.  Crafts  into  his  office  of 
D.D.  Grand  Master,  and  to  R.W.  Br.  Henry  P.  Perkins, 
D.D.G.M.,  to  install  Br.  Bancroft  into  his  office  of  Senior  Grand 
Lecturer.  I  received  returns  of  the  full  performance  of  these 
duties  in  each  instance. 

At  the  request  of  the  M.W.  Amos  £.  Cobb,  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  in  Connecticut,  I  granted  permission  to 

Lodge,  under  his  jurisdiction,  to  confeY  the  degrees  upon 
of  Northampton,  in  this  State,  Jerusalem 
Lodge  having  yielded  jurisdiction  in  a  constitutional  manner.  I 
have  received  several  applications  from  subordinate  Lodges  of 
sister  jurisdictions  for  permission  to  confer  the  degrees  upon  res- 
idents of  Massachusetts,  but  have  invariably  refused  so  to  do,  ex* 
cept  upon  the  written  application  of  the  Grand  Master  of  tbe 
State  under  whose  jurisdiction  the  Lodge  asking  the  request  was 
situated. 

I  have  been  disinclined  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  the 


*  This  commission  baa  been  returned,  and  is  aet  oat  at  tbe  end  of  tbia  address. 
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Lodges  of  other  jurisdictions,  and  I  should  take  it  for  granted  that 
a  Grand  Master  making  such  a  request  had  previously  satisfied 
himself  of  its  propriety,  and  in  complying  therewith  I  should 
throw  the  responsibility  upon  him.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  in 
all  ordinary  cases  such  request  would  be  unhesitatingly  and  cour- 
teously complied  with. 

I  have  granted  Dispensations  to  several  Lodges  to  elect  officers, 
where  they  had  failed  so  to  do,  at  the  annual  elections. 

I  have  made  numerous  decisions  during  the  year,  but  I  do  not 
consider  it  to  be  a  part  of  my  duty  to  report  them,  unless  request- 
ed so  to  do. 

I  have  been  requested  to  present  for  your  consideration  and  de- 
termination the  following  decision :  — 

If  a  candidate  is  accepted  by  a  clear  ballot,  and  a  brother  after- 
wards objects  to  his  advancement,  what  course  is  to  be  pursued  ? 

I  have  decided  that,  if  the  candidate  was  regularly  accepted  by 
a  clear  ballot,  in  a  Lodge  where  notices  were  sent  to  the  mem- 
bers with  the  name  of  the  candidate  upon  the  notices,  or  in  a 
Lodge  where  no  notices  are  sent,  but  where  the  ballot  was  at  a 
regular  meeting,  that  no  new  ballot  can  be  had. 

That  if  a  brother  objects,  the  W.  Master  has  the  right  to  refuse 
to  confer  the  degrees. 

If  the  Master  does  not  so  decide,  it  is  his  duty  —  under  Section 
7,  Article  3,  Fart  4  of  our  Constitutions,  which  provides  that 
"  Every  member  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  may  object  to  the  initia- 
tion, passing,  or  raising  of  a  candidate  at  any  time  before  the  de- 
gree is  conferred ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Lodge  to  inves- 
tigate such  objections  before  proceeding  with  the  candidate,"  — 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  the  objections,  and  to  report 
thereon  to  the  Lodge,  and  that  the  Lodge  is  to  decide  by  a  major- 
ity vote  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  objections.  That  the  ballot  once 
fairly  and  regularly  taken,  by  which  the  candidate  is  accepted, 
cannot  be  repeated,  unless  the  Lodge,  by  vote,  decide  so  to  do. 

Such  I  understand  to  have  been  the  rule  practically  adopted  by 
this  Grand  Lodge. 
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I  desire  to  testify  to  the  faithfulness  of  the  D.D.  Grand  Mas- 
ters ill  their  arduous  duties,  and  to  return  them  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  great  assistance  they  have  rendered  the  Grand  Master  in 
the  discbarge  of  the  arduous  duties  of  his  office. 

I  have  endeavored  to  carry  out  the  intent  of  my  inaugural  ad- 
dress made  one  year  ago,  that  44  To  the  Board  of  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters  I  shall  look  to  perforin  much  of  the  labor  which 
of  late  years  has  found  its  way  into  this  office.  In  their  several 
districts  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  Deputy  Grand  Masters 
de  facto  as  well  as  de  jure  J9 

I  have  striven  to  strengthen  them  in  their  official  stations,  and 
to  dignify  their  office.  To  this  end  I  have  refused  to  grant  Dis- 
pensations for  conferring  the  degrees  to  any  of  the  Lodges,  and 
have  declined  to  interfere  with  their  administration  of  affairs  ex- 
cept upon  appeal.  The  Deputies  have  made  full  and  most  com- 
plete returns  to  me  of  all  their  doings,  and  these  reports  have 
gone  into  the  hands  of  your  committee  for  consideration.  I  ap- 
pend hereto  such  portions  of  these  interesting  reports  as  it  is  usual 
to  print  with  our  proceedings,  as  also  the  reports  of  the  doings  of 
the  Grand  Lecturers. 

The  D.D.  Grand  Masters  of  Districts  No.  1  and  No.  3  decline 
to  present  any  bill  for  expenses  during  the  last  year. 

To  the  Grand  Wardens  who  have  now  retired  from  the  West 
and  South  to  permanent  seats  in  the  Grand  East,  among  the  re- 
vered and  venerable  who  compose  the  Senate  of  our  Grand  Lodge, 
I  am  especially  grateful  for  their  obedience  to  every  summons  of 
the  Grand  Master,  and  for  their  aid  and  assistance  on  every  need- 
ful occasion  ;  and  to  the  other  Grand  Officers,  most  of  whom  still 
remain  to  adorn  their  stations  during  another  year,  I  return  my 
thanks  for  their  uniform  courtesy,  and  for  their  faithful  services 
to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

* 

The  feast  which  we  this  day  celebrate  derives  additional  attrac- 
tion from  the  fact  that  it  is  the  centennial  of  the  inauguration  of  the 
so-called  "  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge."    In  1717,  the  London 
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Grand  Lodge  was  established  under  the  title  of  "Grand  Lodge  of 
England."  It  proved  to  be  a  cause  of  great  dissension  among 
the  English  Masons;  so  much  so  that,  about  the  year  1738,  an 
open  revolt  against  its  authority  broke  out,  which  resulted  in 
another  Grand  Lodge,  which  assumed  the  name  of  "  Ancient 
Masons,"  and  u  Ancient  York  Masons,"  and  gave  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  London  Grand  Lodge  the  title  of  "  Modern  Masons." 
These  dissensions  spread  to  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  to  the  Colonies 
of  Great  Britain.  In  1738,  the  London  Grand  Lodge  commis- 
sioned Henry  Price,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  North  America, 
and  under  this  authority  Lodges  were  chartered  in  Massachusetts, 
the  East  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  being  here  at  Boston. 
This  Grand  Body  acquired  strength  and  influence,  and  conducted 
its  affairs  with  great  pomp  and  parade.  Its  officers  and  mem- 
bers were,  many  of  them,  men  of  dignity  and  character  in  the 
Province,  and  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  they  exhibited  much  of  that  exclusiveness  which  existed  in 
the  civil  government. 

Prior  to  1756,  the  schism  which  originated  in  England  had 
spread  to  this  Province.  Some  persons  who  had  applied  to  the 
regular  Lodges  in  Boston,  and  who  had  been  rejected,  obtained 
their  degrees  in  the  Lodges  of  Ancient  Masons  attached  to  the 
Royal  Regiments  stationed  here,  or  were  made  Masons  after 
the  ancient  system  in  some  irregular  way,  and  attempted  after- 
wards to  visit  the  Boston  Lodges,  but  were  denied  admission. 
They,  as  well  as  others  who  had  not  been  rejected,  but  who  were 
Ancient  Masons,  and  had  also  been  driven  from  the  doors  of  the 
Lodges,  feeling  aggrieved  at  the  course  pursued  by  the  Granjjl 
Lodge  towards  them,  petitioned  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  for 
a  charter  to  hold  a  Lodge  under  its  auspices  in  Boston.  This  re- 
quest was  granted,  and  November  13,  1756,  St.  Andrew's  Lodge, 
No.  82,  was  chartered,  under  which  the  brethren  commenced 
their  labors. 

Immediately  after  its  organization,  the  members  of  Saint  An- 
drew's attempted  to  place  themselves  on  friendly  terms  with  the 
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brethren  of  the  Grand  and  subordinate  Lodges  then  existing  here. 
The  records  show  that  an  extensive  correspondence  between  Saint 
Andrew's  and  the  Grand  Lodge  took  place,  and  that  the  latter  re- 
fused to  recognize  the  members  of  the  former  as  Masons. 

Under  the  Grand  Mastership  of  Jeremy  Gridley,  the  Grand 
Lodge  passed  a  vote  forbidding  the  Lodges  under  its  jurisdiction, 
upon  any  consideration,  to  admit  the  visits  of  any  of  the  members 
of  Saint  Andrew's  Lodge.  In  January,  1766,  Saint  Andrew's 
raised  a  committee,  of  which  Joseph  Warren  was  a  member,  to 
wait  on  the  Grand  Lodge  the  following  Friday  night  with  a  com- 
plimentary address,  desiring  them  to  visit  Saint  Andrew's  when- 
ever they  may  think  proper,  "  and  that  for  the  future  there  may 
be  a  happy  coalition." 

This  committee  visited  the  Grand  Lodge  and  received  an  an- 
swer in  writing,  which,  when  reported  to  Saint  Andrew's,  was 
declared  to  be  * '  by  no  means  satisfactory,  as  it  is  ill-grounded." 

The  same  committee  were  directed  to  prepare  an  address,  in 
answer  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  June,  1766,  a  committee,  of 
which  Joseph  Warren  was  chairman,  was  raised  to  transmit  all  that 
had  passed  between  Saint  Andrew's  and  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Boston 
to  the  Grand  Master  of  Scotland. 

In  September,  1767,  was  announced  in  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
decease  of  "  M.W.  Jeremy  Gridley,  Esq.,  Grand  Master  of  Ma- 
sous  over  all  North  America,  Attorney  General  for  the  Province 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  a  member  of  the  Great  and  General  Court 
of  said  Province,  and  a  Justice  throughout  the  same,  Colonel  of 
the  First  Regiment  of  Militia,  and  President  of  the  Marine  So- 
ciety," &c. 

At  this  meeting,  says  the  record,  u  Mr.  Joseph  Webb,  Mr. 
Samuel  Barrett,  and  Doctor  Joseph  Warren,  a  committee  from 
Saint  Andrew's  Lodge,  waiting  below,  sent  up  word  that  they  de- 
sired to  be  admitted  into  the  Lodge  to  present  a  message  from 
said  Saint  Andrew's  Lodge." 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  admit  them.  "When  they  came 
up,  they  informed  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  that  it  was  the 
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Lodge's  desire  that  they  may  attend  the  Grand  Master's  funeral 
as  Masons." 

The  Grand  Lodge  unanimously  granted  their  request.  In  the 
order  of  the  funeral  procession,  which  is  most  carefully  set  out  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  records,  after  the  officers  of  the  "  Grand  Mas- 
ter's Regiment,  and  members  of  the  Marine  Society,"  came  — 

u  The  Tyler  of  Saint  Andrew's  Lodge  with  the  sword." 

44  The  Stewards  of  said  Lodge  with  their  wands." 

44  The  members  of  said  Lodge,  two  by  two,  all  properly  clothed." 

After  which  came  the  subordinate  Lodges  and  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Rowe,  required  of  the  Master  of 
Saint  Andrew's  a  list  of  the  members  and  others  who  joined  with 
them,  and  ordered  it  to  be  entered  in  the  Grand  Lodge  Book, 
which  was  done.  The  whole  number  in  attendance  was  sixty- 
four,  Joseph  Warren  being  Senior  Warden. 

The  brethren  of  Saint  Andrew's  had  performed  their  duty  in  a 
noble  and  fraternal  manner,  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  hour  of 
its  deep  distress  over  the  lifeless  remains  of  its  distinguished 
Grand  Master,  forgot  for  the  moment  its  animosity,  and  they 
mingled  their  tears  together. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master,  John  Rowe,  had  probably  encour- 
aged the  Brethren  of  Saint  Andrew's  in  the  step  they  took.  He 
had  contributed  generously  to  the  fund  of  charity  of  Saint  An- 
drew's, and  December  1,  1766,  was  unanimously  made  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lodge,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  communicate 
to  him  the  votes  passed. 

After  every  generous  effort  on  the  part  of  Saint  Andrew's  had  com- 
pletely failed,  and  when  it  was  evident  that  no  44 happy  coalition" 
could  be  made,  the  brethren  changed  their  ground.  Saint  Andrew's 
was  composed  of  some  of  the  most  active,  prominent,  and  distin- 
guished men  of  Boston  ;  men  who,  like  Warren,  Revere,  Hancock, 
and  others  of  illustrious  name,  young,  ardent,  brave,  could  not 
calmly  and  patiently  permit  themselves  and  their  associates  to  be 
denounced  as  illegitimate,  clandestine  ■  Masons,  and  imposters. 
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The  spirit  of  manliness,  as  well  as  of  patriotism,  glowed  in  their 
bosoms,  and  prompted  them  to  vindicate  their  own  characters  as 
Masons,  and  to  stand  forth  in  defence  of  the  Lodge  which  made 
them.  On  Saint  Andrew's  Day,  17G7  (Nov.  30),  they  voted 
unanimously,  — 

"  Whereas,  The  Grand  Lodge  holden  in  Boston,  whereof  the  late  Jeremy 
Gridley  was  Grand  Master,  passed  a  vote  that  the  Master  or  Masters  of  the 
Lodge  or  Lodges  under  his  jurisdiction,  more  especially  in  Boston,  should 
not,  on  any  condition,  adroit  of  the  visits  of  any  of  the  members  of  Saint  An- 
drew's Lodge,  which  vote  is  disadvantageous  to  this  Lodge,  inasmuch  as 
divers  gentlemen  here  have  been  thereby  prevented  from  offering  themselves 
to  be  made  here ; " 

"  Therefore,  Voted,  That  this  Lodge  will  not  from  henceforth  admit  of  the 
visits  of  the  members  of  any  of  the  Lodges  in  this  town,  or  any  person  that 
sliall  be  made  therein,  until  the  said  vote  of  said  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  recon- 
sidered and  made  void,  except  they  are  members  of  this  Lodge,  or  have  been 
raised  Master  here." 

The  following  year,  1768,  the  Lodge  voted  in  December  to 
keep  the  Feast  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  and  "  that  none 
vulgarly  called  Modem  Masons  be  admitted  to  the  Feast." 

The  political  affairs  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  were 
such  in  1768  that  the  Crown  determined  to  quarter  a  standing 
army  upon  Boston.  About  the  1st  of  October  in  that  year,  a  fleet 
of  British  men-of-war  arrived  in  the  harbor,  having  on  board  the 
Fourteenth  and  Twenty-Ninth,  and  a  portion  of  the  Fifty-Ninth 
Regiments,  with  a  train  of  artillery ;  and  a  short  time  after,  the 
Sixty-Fourth  and  Sixty-Fifth  Regiments,  direct  from  Ireland, 
landed  in  town  and  garrisoned  Boston. 

In  the  Sixty-Fourth  Regiment  was  the  Duke  of  York's  Lodge, 
No.  106,  Registry  of  Scotland  ;  in  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  was 
Lodge  No.  58,  Registry  of  England ;  and  in  the  Twenty-Ninth 
Regiment  was  Lodge  No.  322,  Registry  of  Ireland,  all  working 
under  the  "  Ancient  System." 

The  presence  of  these  regiments  in  Boston  created  an  intense 
excitement  among  the  citizens,  and  the  members  of  Saint  An- 
drew's, particularly  Joseph  Warren,  participated  iu  the  universal 
feeling  of  opposition  to  the  continuance  of  this  strong  force  in 
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Boston.  Warren  was  member  of  a  committee  which,  in  March, 
17G9,  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  kin$for  the  removal  of  the  troops. 
Notwithstanding  this  strong  feeling  in  the  community,  the 
members  of  Saint  Andrew's  saw  the  opportunity  before  them  of 
formiug  a  Grand  Lodge  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Master 
of  Scotland,  and  did  not  scruple  to  join  with  their  brethren,  of  the 
obnoxious  regiments. 

On  Saint  Andrew's  Day  (Nov.  30),  1768,  Joseph  Warren 
being  Master,  the  Lodge  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  applying  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  for  a 
Grand  Master  of  Ancient  Masons  in  America,  and  to  confer  with 
such  committees  as  44  shall  be  appointed  by  the  other  Ancient 
Lodges  now  in  town."  The  committee  was  composed  of  Joseph 
Warren,  Moses  Deshon,  William  Burbank,  Ezra  Collings,  Wil- 
liam Collings,  William  Palfrey,  Paul  Revere,  and  Samuel  Dan- 
forth. 

At  the  same  meeting,  the  Lodge  granted  the  use  of  their  hall 
to  the  Regimental  Lodges  in  the  Twenty-Ninth  and  Sixty-Fourth 
Regiments. 

Early  in  December  followjng,  eight  days  after  the  committee 
was  empowered,  they  reported  that  agreeable  to  appointment 
with  the  committees  of  the  Ancient  Lodges  then  in  Boston,  and 
after  mature  deliberation,  they  agreed  that  it  was  necessary  to 
hare  a  Grand  Master  of  Ancient  Masons  in  America.  They  pro- 
posed as  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge :  Br.  Joseph  Warren,  of 
Saint  Andrew's  Lodge,  No.  82,  for  Grand  Master  ;  Br.  Jeremiah 
French,  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Ireland,  No.  322,  for  a  Grand  Senior 
Warden,  and  Br.  Thomas  Musgrave,  of  the  Duke  of  York's  Lodge, 
No.  106,  for  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

The  Lodge  adopted  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the  peti- 
tion was  prepared  accordingly,  being  signed  by  the  four  Lodges 
of  Ancient  Masons :  44  Saint  Andrew's,  82,  Registry  of  Scotland  ;" 
44  Duke  of  York's,  106,  Registry  of  Scotland,  held  in  64th  Regiment 
of  Foot ; "  44  Lodge  No.  58,  Registry  of  England,  held  in  14th  Regi- 
ment ; "  44  Lodge  No.  322,  Registry  of  Ireland,  held  in  29th  Regi- 
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ment;"  "An.  F.  &  Ac.  Masons,  resident  in  Boston,  Mass." 
Thus  executed,  it  was  forthwith  transmitted  to  Scotland. 

Before  an  answer  was  returned,  in  June,  1769,  the  Sixty- 
Fourth  and  Sixty-Ninth  Regiments  were  removed  from  Boston. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1769,  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  Masons  in  Scotland,  appointed  "Joseph  Warren,  Esq., 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Boston,  New  England,  and  within 
one  hundred  miles  of  the  same,"  and  sent  the  commission  by 
Captain  Lawrence  Fraizer  to  Warren. 

It  was  received  in  Boston  prior  to  September  19,  1769,  for  on 
that  evening  Saint  Andrew's  voted  to  provide  the  necessary  arti- 
cles to  be  used  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  "  that  the  Grand  Master 
be  installed  on  the  27th  of  December  next." 

Little  notice  was  taken  of  the  Regimental  Lodges  in  the  prepar- 
ation of  the  installation  by  Saint  Andrew's.  The  only  notice 
of  them  appears  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodge  held  December 
14,  1769,  at  which  meeting  Warren  was  present,  when  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  conduct  the  instalment  reported  "  That  it  is 
their  opinion  that  an  information  be  given  to  the  Lodge  in  14th 
Regiment  and  29th,  that  the  instalment  of  a  Grand  Master  will 
be  on  Wednesday,  the  27th,  at  Masons'  Hall." 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1769,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  formally 
inaugurated,  the  record  of  which  is  in  full  as  follows :  — 

"  At  the  Assembly  and  Feast  held  at  Boston,  New  England,  at  Masons' 
Hall,  on  Wednesday,  December  27,  6769  — 

PRESENT, 

The  Most  Worshipful  Joseph  Warren,  Esq.,  Grand  Master  elect. 

The  Master,  Wardens,  and  Brethren  of  Saint  Andrew's  Lodge. 

The  Master  and  Wardens  of  Lodge  No.  58,  of  the  Registry  of  England. 

The  Master  and  Wardens  of  Lodge  No.  322,  of  the  Registry  of  Ireland. 

A  commission  from  the  Right  Honorable  and  Most  Worshipful  George, 
Earl  of  Dalhousie,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Scotland,  bearing  date  the  18th 
day  of  May,  AX.  6769,  appointing  the  Most  Worshipful  Joseph  Warren, 
Esq.,  to  be  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Boston,  New  England,  and  within  one  * 
hundred  miles  of  the  same,  was  read. 

The  brethren  then  proceeded  in  ample  form  to  install  the  Most  Worshipful 
Joseph  Warren  Grand  Master  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  Bos- 
ton, &c. 
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After  which  the  following  Brethren  were  nominated  by  the  Most  Worship- 
ful Grand  Master,  and  unanimously  elected  as  Grand  Officers  for  the  year 
ensuing,  viz. :  — 

Jeremiah  Frencii,  Esq.,  Capt.  in  29th  Regt.  .  .  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
Ponsonbt  Molesworth,  Esq.,  „      „  .   .   Junior  Grand  Warden. 

William  Palfrey,  (by  Proxy)  .    :  Grand  Secretary. 

TnoMAS  Crafts   Grand  Treasurer. 

Joseph  Webb  Grand  Marshal. 

Padl  Revere  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

Samuel  Danforth  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Thomas  Urann,   1  Grand  Steward.. 

Caleb  Hopkins,  ) 

Edward  Proctor  Grand  Sword-Bearer." 

The  above  is  the  full  recorded  history  of  this  first  meeting  of 
uThe  Grand  Lodge,"  as  it  was  then  called,  for  it  did  not  take 
the  name  of  " Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge"  until  December  6, 
1782. 

The  records  of  Saint  Andrew's  devote  a  page  to  this  important 
meeting,  stating  that  the  Feast  was  holden,  and  giving  the  name 
of  each  brother  who  attended.  By  this  it  appears  that  sixty-two 
were  present. 

The  Boston  Gazette  of  January  1,  1770,  a  weekly  paper  pub- 
lished by  Edes  and  Gill,  contained  this  notice :  — 

"  By  virtue  of  a  commission  lately  received  from  the  Right  Honorable  and 
Most  Worshipful  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  Grand  Master  of  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  in  Scotland,  on  Wednesday  was  solemnized  at  a  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  this  town,  held  at  Masons' 
Hall,  the  instalment  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Joseph  Warren,  Esq.,  Provincial 
Grand  Master  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  North  America.  On 
the  occasion  there  was  an  elegant  oration.  After  the  instalment  there  was  a 
grand  entertainment." 

Although  little  credit  can  be  given  to  newspaper  notices  of  ma- 
sonic meetings,  yet  in  this  instance,  as  the  publishers  of  the 
Gazettte  were  strong  political  friends  of  Warren,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  they  were  correct  in  stating  that  an  oration  was  de- 
livered. If  so,  Warren,  who  afterwards  distinguished  himself  as 
an  orator,  undoubtedly  pronounced  the  oration. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  "  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge"  was 
organized  at  the  Green  Dragon  Tavern,  forty  brethren  of  the 


166 


ABSTRACT  OP  PROCEEDINGS  OP 


Saint  John's  Grand  Lodge  celebrated  the  Feast  at  the  Bunch  of 
Grapes  Tavern,  John  Rowe  presiding  as  Grand  Master. 

Joseph  Warren,  who  was  thus  installed  Grand  Master  one 
hundred  years  ago,  at  this  Feast  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  was 
born  at  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  June  11,  1741.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  entered  Harvard  College,  and  was  there  graduated  in 
1759,  aged  nineteen.  He  was  proposed  to  Saint  Andrew's  Lodge 
by  Br.  William  Palfrey,  September  10,  1761,  and  was  then  initi- 
ated, being  twenty  years  and  three  mouths  old.  On  the  2d  of  the 
following  November,  he  was  "  passed  a  Fellow  Craft."  It  is  un- 
certain at  what  time  he  was  made  a  Master  Mason,  but  on  the 
14lh  of  November,  1765,  the  Lodge  voted  unanimously  that  Dr. 
Joseph  Warren  be  re-admitted  a  member  of  the  Lodge.  After 
this  time  he  appears  to  have  been  zealous  and  active  in  his  ma- 
sonic labors.  He  was  chosen  Senior  Warden  in  November, 
1766,  and  served  his  year,  and  was  Master  of  Saint  Andrew's 
from  November,  1768,  to  November,  1769. 

During  his  Grand  Mastership  there  were  thirty-3even  meetings 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  thirty-lour  of  which  he  attended  and  presided 
over. 

From  the  time  of  his  first  installation  until  the  last  quarterly 
meeting  held  during  his  life,  he  was  engaged  in  public  affairs  of 
the  greatest  importance.  His  practice  as  a  physician  was  very 
large  ;  he  was  a  member  of  various  political  clubs ;  was  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Boston,  and  of  the  same  Committee  of 
Massachusetts,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
and  was  a  representative  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  its  presiding  officer.  His  correspondence  with 
public  men,  not  only  in  Massachusetts1  but  iu  all  the  colonies, 
was  voluminous,  and  yet  he  found  time  amid  all  these  cares,  per- 
plexities, and  labors,  to  earnestly  attend  .to  his  duties  as  Grand 
Master. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1773,  he  lost  his  beloved  wife,  but  the 
following  week  found  him  at  the  Grand  Lodge,  called  "  upon  an 
especial  occasion." 
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I  have  compared  the  dates  of  many  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  when  he  was  present,  with  the  well-known  public 
services  of  Warren,  and  it  is  surprising  that  he  was  able  to  devote 
any  time  to  his  Grand  Master's  duties. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1773,  the  annual  commemoration  of  the 
Massacre  was  held.  Dr.  Church  delivered  the  oration,  and  War- 
ren was  on  the  committee  that  matured  the  business.  Yet  he 
found  time  to  attend  the  Grand  Lodge  that  day,  and  the  record 
reads  that  "  the  Grand  Master  was  pleased  to  adjourn  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  Monday,  the  8th  instant." 

June  4th,  of  the  same  year,  the  record  states :  "  The  Grand 
Lodge  being  opened,  the  Grand  Master  observing  but  few  Grand 
Officers  present,  was  acquainted  of  their  necessary  engagement  in 
another  society." 

Warren  was  absent  from  three  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  — 
June  16,  1773 ;  June  8,  1774 ;  and  September  2,  1774. 

It  is  uncertain  what  detained  him  from  the  meeting  of  June  16, 
1773  ;  but  June  2,  1774.  he  was  engaged  on  a  committee  to  draft 
"  a  solemn  League  and  Covenant,"  as  also  upon  other  important 
committees,  and  at  the  same  time  he  was  writing  vigorous  articles 
for  the  Gazette. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1774,  he  was  absent  for  the  last  time. 
This  was  the  occasion  of  the  u  Powder  alarm."  The  day  before, 
he  was  called  to  Cambridge  to  prevent  a  collision  with  the  troops, 
spent  the  day  there,  and  the  next  day,  the  2d,  was  engaged  with 
a  committee  in  corresponding  with  the  towns. 

His  last  attendance  at  the  Grand  Lodge  was  March  3,  1775. 
On  the  6th,  which  was  Monday,  he  delivered  his  famous  oration 
upon  the  anniversary  of  the  Massacre,  and  his  mind  must  neces- 
sarily have  been  preoccupied  with  the  great  subject  upon  which 
he  was  to  speak,  and  of  the  personal  danger  to  himself  which  he 
was  thereby  incurring.  Notwithstanding,  he  was  at  his  post  of 
duty,  and  for  the  last  time  presided  over  the  Craft. 

The  following  entry  is  made  at  the  end  of  the  record  of  this 
meeting :  — 
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"  Meraa.  19th  April,  1775.  Hostility  commenced  between  the  troop*  of 
Great  Britain  and  America  in  Lexington  Battle.  In  consequence  of  which 
the  Town  was  blockaded,  and  no  Lodge  held  until  December,  1770." 

On  the  17th  of  June  following,  Warren  breathed  out  his  heroic 
spirit  on  Charlestown  Heights,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  was  left 
without  a  Grand  Master. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  the  6th  of  December,  1771,  the  Grand 
Master  acquainted  the  Grand  Lodge  that  he  appointed  R.  Wor- 
shipful Joseph  Webb  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  on  the  27th  of 
the  same  month  he  was  installed  into  office. 

At  the  Feast  held  December  27,  1773,  was  read  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Right  Honorable  and  Most  Worshipful.  Earl  of 
Dumfries,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Scotland,  dated  March  3, 
1772,  appointing  the  Most  Worshipful  Joseph  Warren,  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  for  the  Continent  of  America.  The  Grand 
Master  was  in  ample  form  installed. 

"  Then  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
granted  him  in  the  foregoing  commission,  ordered  the  Grand  Secretary  to 
read  a  commission  dated  at  Boston,  New  England,  1773,  appointing  Joseph 
Webb,  Esq.,  D.G.  Master,  under  him  the  said  Joseph  Warren, .Esq.,  Grand 
Master,  who  was  accordingly  installed." 

Although  the  record  states  that  the  Grand  Lodge  did  not  as- 
semble until  December,  1776,  yet  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  con- 
vened the  Grand  Body  and  held  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
important  meetings  in  the  history  of  the  u  Massachusetts  Grand 
Lodge  "  before- that  date. 

After  Warren  was  shot,  it  is  uncertain  by  whom  he  was  buried. 
The  Gazette^  published  at  Watertown,  June  26,  1775,  says: 
"  Warren  was  among  the  slain,  and  was  buried  by  his  friends  at 
Charlestown."  All  accounts  concur  in  this,  that  his  body  was  re- 
cognized and  that  he  was  buried  on  the  field. 

March  17,  1776,  the  British  troops  evacuated  Boston,  but  it 
was  not  until  the  4th  of  April  following  that  his  body  was  found 
and  identified.  It  was  buried  about  three  feet  below  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  and  was  much  disfigured,  but  was  identified  by 
two  artificial  teeth  set  for  him  a  few  days  before  his  death. 
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On  the  same  day  tha/  bis  body  was  discovered,  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  Massachusetts  accepted  the  report  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  take  under  consideration  the  erecting  a  monument  to 
the  memory  of  the  "Honorable  Major-General  Joseph  Warren," 
in  which  the  committee  say  they  "  find  that  the  place  where  his 
body  was  buried  is  discovered,  and  that  the  Lodge  of  Freemasons 
in  this  Colony,  whereof  he  was  late  Grand  Master,  are  desirous 
of  taking  up  the  deceased's  remains,  and,  in  the  usual  funeral  so- 
lemnities of  that  society,  to  decently  inter  the  same,  and  that  .his 
friends  are  consenting  thereto."  The  committee  "  are  of  opinion 
that  the  said  Lodge  have  leave  to  put  their  said  intentions  into 
execution." 

The  next  day,  April  5,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Joseph  Webb, 
wrote  to  Br.  Perez  Morton,  at  Watertown,  then  a  member  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  and  who  was  also  a  member  of  Saint  An- 
drew's Lodge,  and  an  intimate  personal  friend  of  Warren,  saying 
that  he  was  requested  by  the  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  beg 
the  favor  of  him  "  to  pronounce  an  oration  on  Monday  next  at 
the  re-interment  of  our  late  Grand  Master,  Joseph  Warren,  Esq. 
The  next  day,  April  6,  44  Brother  Morton "  replied  by  letter, 
modestly  accepting  the  task  assigued  him. 

In  the  Gazette  of  April  8,  1776,  was  published  the  following 
notice :  — 

"Notice  is  hereby  given  to  all  the  Brethren  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  that  this  day  will  be  re-interred  the  re- 
mains of  the  late  Most  Worshipful  Joseph  Warren,  Esq  ,  Grand  Master  of 
Ancient  Masonry  for  North  America,  who  was  slain  in  the  Battle  on  Banker's 
Hill,  Jane  17, 1776. 

"  The  Procession  will  be  from  the  State  House,  in  Boston,  at  four  o'clock, 
p.  if.,  at  which  time  the  Brethren  are  requested  to  attend  with  their  Clothing 
and  Jewels.  By  order  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Joseph  Webb,  Esquire, 
Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Willi  ah  Hoskins,  Grand  Secretary.*' 
The  New  England  Chronicle,  of  Boston,  published  that  week, 
contains  a  description  of  the  procession,  which  was  composed  of 
a  detachment  of  the  Continental  forces  ;  a  numerous  body  of  the 
Honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  mourners ; 
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members  of  the  two  houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  &c,  occ. 
The  body  was  carried  to  King's  Chapel,  where,  after  prayer  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper,  Br.  Perez  Morton  delivered  the  oration, 
from  which  I  take  the  following  extract :  — 

"  Into  this  Fraternity  lie  was  early  initiated,  and  after  liaving  given  repeated 
proofs  of  a  rapid  proficiency  in  the  arts,  and  after  evidencing  by  his  life  the 
profession  of  his  lips,  finally,  as  the  reward  of  his  merit,  he  was  commis- 
sioned the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  nil  the  Ancient  Masons  through 
North  America ;  and  you,  Brethren,  are  living  testimonies  with  how  much 
honor  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  Craft  universal,  he  discharged  the  duties 
of  his  elevated  trust ;  with  what  sweetened  accents  he  courted  your  attention, 
while  with  wisdom,  strength,  and  beauty,  he  instructed  his  Lodges  in  the  secret 
arts  of  Freemasonry ;  what  perfect  order  and  decorum  he  preserved  in  the 
government  of  them ;  and  in  all  his  conduct  what  a  bright  example  he  set  us, 
to  live  within  compass  and  act  upon  the  square.  With  what  pleasure  did  be 
silence  the  wants  of  poor  and  pennyless  Brethren ;  yea,  the  necessitous  every- 
where, though  ignorant  of  the  mysteries  of  the  Craft,  from  his  benefactions, 
felt  the  happy  effects  of  that  Institution  which  is  founded  on  Faith,  Hope,  and 
Charity,  and  the  world  may  cease  to  wonder  that  he  so  readily  offered  up  his 
life,  on  the  altar  of  his  country,  when  they  arc  told  that  the  main  pillar  of 
Masonry  is  the  love  of  mank  ind. 

"  The  fates,  as  if  they  would  reveal,  in  the  person  of  our  Grand  Master, 
those  mysteries  which  have  so  long  lay  hid  from  the  world,  have  suffered 
him,  like  the  great  master  builder  in  the  temple  of  old,  to  fall  by  the  hands  of 
ruffians,  and  be  again  raised  in  honor  and  authority.  We  searched  in  the 
field  for  the  murdered  son  of  a  widow,*  and  we  found  bim  by  the  turf  and  the 
twig,  buried  under  the  brow  of  a  hill,  though  not  in  a  decent  grave.  And 
though  we  must  again  commit  his  body  to  the  tomb,  yet  our  breasts  shall  be 
the  burying  spot  of  his  masonic  virtues,  and  there  — 

" 1  An  adamantine  monument  wc  '11  rear 

With  this  inscription, 44  Masonry  "  lies  here.' 9 

This  beautiful  and  touching  allusion  by  the  eulogist  must  have 
deeply  impressed  the  brethren  whom  lie  addressed.  No  higher 
praise  can  be  awarded  to  it  than  this,  that  every  masonic  writer 
who,  since  that  time,  has  alluded  to  the  death  of  Warren,  has 
copied  the  idea,  if  not  the  exact  language,  of  the  distinguished 
Mortou  in  his  oration  ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  uame  of 
Morton  has  never  been  connected  with  it. 

Governor  Gore,  in  an  oration  delivered  in  1783,  says:  "The 

*  The  day  before  hi*  death  he  parted  from  his  widowed  mother  at  Doston,  and 
said  to  her  that  they  would  never  meet  again. 
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rosemary  and  cassia  adorned  and  discovered  his  hallowed 
grave." 

And  Josiah  Bartlett,  Esq.,  afterwards  our  Grand  Master,  in  an 
address  delivered  Saint  John  Baptist  Day,  1790,  which  is  re- 
corded at  length  in  the  records  of  the  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge, 
remarks :  — 

"  The  political  events  of  the  year  5775  produced  important  changes  in  the 
state  of  Masonry.  There  were  no  other  than  the  heroic  death  of  the  Grand 
Master  on  the  celebrated  heights  of  Charlcstown,  and  a  temporary  dispersion 
of  the  Grand  Officers  who,  soon  after  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British 
army  on  the  following  year,  influenced  by  a  pious  regard  to  the  merits  and 
memory  of  their  departed  patron,  were  induced  to  make  search  for  his  body, 
which  was  rudely  and  indiscriminately  buried  on  the  field  of  slaughter. 

"  They  accordingly  repaired  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  by  the  direction 
of  a  person  who  had  been  on  the  ground  about  the  time  of  his  burial,  a  spot 
was  found  where  the  earth  had  been  recently  turned  up,  and  was  distinguished 
by  a  small  cluster  of  sprigs. 

"  Having  removed  the  turf  and  opened  the  grave,  the  remains  were  easily 
ascertained,*  and  being  decently  raised,  were  conveyed  to  the  State  House, 
in  this  metropolis,  whence,  on  the  8th  of  April,  5776,  after  every  mark  of  re- 
spect, and  the  just  tribute  of  patriotick  and  affectionate  applause,  they  were 
committed  to  the  silent  tomb ;  but  as  the  whole  earth  is  the  sepulchre  of  il- 
lustrious men,  his  fame,  his  glorious  actions,  are  deposited  in  universal  re 
membrance,  and  will  be  transmitted  to  the  latest  ages." 

After  the  oration  in  King's  Chapel,  the  procession  was  re- 
formed and  proceeded  to  the  Granary  Burying  Ground,  on  Tre- 
mout  Street,  where  the  remains  of  Grand  Master  Warren, 
agreeably  to  the  solemn  ceremony  of  Freemasonry,  and  in  all 
probability  according  to  a  ritual  which,  before  this  time,  Saint 
Andrew's  Lodge  hud  perfected,  were  re-interred  in  the  tomb  of 
George  Richard  Minot,  a  friend  of  the  family.  There  they  laid 
in  peaceful  repose  until  1825,  when,  snys  Frothingham,  "they 
were  identified  by  the  nephew  of  the  General,  Dr.  John  C.  War- 
ren, by  the  eye-tooth,  and  the  mark  of  the  fatal  bullet  behind  the 
left  car."  They  were  then  carefully  placed  in  a  box  of  hard 
wood,  bearing  a  silver  plate  with  the  inscription  "  In  this  tomb 
are  deposited  the  earthly  remains  of  Major-General  Joseph  War- 
re  u,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  XI ill,  on  June  17, 


•  "  By  means  of  an  artificial  tooth." 
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1775,"  and  were  removed  to  the  Warren  Tomb,  in  Saint  Paul's 
Church,  Boston.  Angus t  3,  1855,  these  precious  ashes  were 
carefully  deposited  in  an  imperishable  urn,  and  placed  in  the 
family  vault  at  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  where  they  now  repose. 

After  the  re-interment  in  the  Granary  Burying  Ground,  the 
procession  reformed,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  returned  to  the  State 
House.  The  following  record  was  made  up,  and  was  printed 
with  the  oration  of  Morton :  — 

"  Coukcil  Chamber,  Bostov,  April  8, 1776. 
"At  a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  a  numerous  body  of  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  after  the  re  interment  of  onr  Moat  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 
Joseph  Warren,  Esq.,  who  was  slain  in  the  battle  of  Banker  Hill,  Jane  17, 
1776, 

"  In  the  chair,  the  Right  Worshipful  Joseph  Webb,  D  G  M., 
"  Voted,  That  our  Brothers,  Paul  Revere,  Edward  Proctor,  and  Stephen 
Brace  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  oar  Brother  Perez  Morton,  Esq.,  and  pre- 
sent our  cordial  thanks  for  his  oration  delivered  this  afternoon,  and  request 
a  copy  thereof  for  the  press. 

Attest, 

William  Hoskihs,  Grand  Secretary" 
During  the  Grand  Mastership  of  Warren,  three  charters  for 
Lodges  were  granted,  viz.:  March  2,  1770,  Tyrian  Lodge  at 
Gloucester;  May  13,  1770,  Massachusetts  Lodge  at  Boston; 
March  6,  1773,  Saint  Peter's  Lodge  at  Newburyport. 

With  the  exception  of  Saint  Peter's,  these  Lodges  are  now 
in  flourishing  existence,  and  with  their  mother,  Saint  Andrew's, 
are  here  this  evening  to  participate  in  the  centennial  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  whose  subordinates  they  were,  and  still  are. 

At  the  fourth  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  May  11,  5770, 
it  was  — 

"  Voted,  Unanimously,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Lodge,  that  whenever  sum- 
mons are  issued  for  convening  a  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  consequence  thereof  is 
congregated,  the  same  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  legal  Grand  Lodge, 
however  few  in  number,  and  as  such  may,  with  the  strictest  propriety,  pro- 
ceed to  business." 

The  doctrine  contained  in  this  vote,  as  I  understand,  is  peculiar 
to  Massachusetts,  and  has  been  substantially  followed  as  regards  a 
quorum  from  that  day  to  this.    Other  Grand  Lodges  require  the 
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presence  of  the  representatives  of  a  certain  number  of  its  subordi- 
nates to  constitute  a  quorum,  while  Massachusetts  and  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  the  other  New  England  States,  are  not  restricted  by 
any  such  rule. 

There  are  many  interesting* matters  in  the  Records  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Grand  Lodge  which  I  should  be  pleased  to  refer  to, 
did  time  permit,  especially  the  history  of  its  independence.  This 
was  the  first  Grand  Lodge  upon  the  continent  which  declared  its 
independence  of  all  other  Grand  Lodges,  and  which  followed  the 
destiny  of  its  country  at  a  time  when  even  this  humble  support 
was  most  gratefully  received  by  every  patriotic  heart. 

At  some  other  time  I  may  trace  its  history  through  succeeding 
years  down  to  March,  1792,  when  the  Massachusetts  Grand 
Lodge  and  Saint  John's  Grand  Lodge  mingled  together  in  frater- 
nal union,  and  buried  forever  in  the  peaceful  waters  of  oblivion 
the  animosities  of  nearly  half  a  century.  In  that  union  disap- 
peared forever  the  name  of  Modern  Masons,  but  there  was  re- 
served that  other  name,  "  Ancient  "  as  well  as  "  Honorable," 
which  was  dear  to  the  brethren  of  Saint  Andrew's  and  their  asso- 
ciates, and  which  we  are  still  proud  to  retain  in  our  title. 

Brethren,  —  We  stop  for  a  moment  in  the  busy  turmoil  of 
life  to  contemplate  him  whom  the  Craft,  one  hundred  years  ago, 
saluted  as  their  Grand  Master.  We  view  him  during  all  those 
trying  scenes  through  which  he  passed,  until  he  offered  up  his  life 
upon  the  altar  of  Patriotism,  and  was  consigned  by  loving  hands 
to  the  silent  tomb.  We  again  open  the  grave  of  our  lamented 
Grand  Master,  and  over  his  mangled  remains  drop  the  fraternal 
tear  of  affection,  and  again  plant  there  the  acacia,  fit  emblem  of 
his  earthly  immortality. 

When  the  centennial  again  comes  round  upon  the  dial  of  time, 
his  fume  will  be  as  world-wide  as  now,  and  the  Craft,  as  they 
gather  to  celebrate  the  Feast,  and  pay  their  homage  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Warren,  may  turn  to  the  record  of  this  Festival,  and  read 
that  the  magic  spell  of  his  influence  was  upon  us,  and  that  the 
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"  young,  brave,  blooming,  generous,  self-devoted  martyr"  awak- 
ened in  our  breasts  the  purifyiug  emotions  of  tenderness  and  ad- 
miration. 

Grar~d  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 
To  the  Craft  throughout  our  jurisdiction,  Grbetixg  : 

Know  ye,  That,  reposing  especial  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  ability  of 
our  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master,  Charles  C.  Dame.  I  do,  by  these 
presents,  nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint  him  my  Proxy,  for  me,  and  in  my 
name,  as  Grand  Blaster  of  Masons  in  Massachusetts,  to  summon  together  the 
officers  elect  and  others  the  members  of  Bethany  Lodge  named  in  the  Char- 
ter granted  by  our  Grand  Lodge  at  the  Annual  Communication  held  on  the 
eighth  day  of  the  current  month,  at  their  Lodge  room  in  West  Amesbury,  at 
such  time  as  he  may  direct,  and  then  and  there  in  Ample  Form  to  constitute 
raid  Lodge,  install  the  officers  thereof,  and  dedicate  the  Hall  of  said  Lodge, 
according  to  the  ancient  ritual  and  usages  of  the  Craft,  and  of  our  Grand 
Lodge,  making  due  return  to  me  of  his  proceedings  in  the  premises. 

Given  at  Boston  this  fifteenth  day  of  December,  A.D.  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-nine,  and  A.L.  fire  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  nine. 

William  Sewall  Ga boxer, 

Grand  Matter. 

[seal]  Attest  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  our  Grand  Lodge. 

Solon  Thorkton, 

Grand  Secretary. 

Most  Worshipful  William  S.  Gardner,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts. 

Sir,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  under  the  authority  of  the 
foregoing  Commission,  I  summoned  together  the  officers  elect  and  others  the 
members  of  Bethany  Lodge,  named  in  the  Charter  granU*d  by  our  Grand 
Lodge  at  the  Annual  Communication  held  on  the*  eighth  day  of  December, 
A.D.  1869,  At  their  Lodge  room  in  West  Amesbury,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
December,  A.D.  1869,  and  then  and  there,  in  Ample  Form,  I  constituted  said 
Lodge  and  installed  the  officers  thereof,  and  dedicated  the  Hall  of  said  Lodge, 
according  to  the  ancient  ritual  and  usages  of  the  Craft  and  of  oar  Grand 
Lodge. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  fraternally, 

Charles  C.  Dame. 

Newburyport,  December  81, 1868. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Hampshire  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Correspond- 
ing Grand  Secretary,  R.W.  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore:  — 
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Manchester,  N.H.,  December  28,  1869. 
To  William  S.  Gardner,  Esq.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Freemasons  in  Massa- 
chusetts, Masonic  Temple. 
The  Most  Worthipful  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire,  in  grand  communi- 
cation assembled,  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 
in  grand  communication  assembled,  greeting :  — 

May  this  one  hundredth  (100)  anniversary  of  the  Installation 
of  General  Joseph  Warren  as  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  in  New  England  be  but  one  of  many  a  long  series  of  sim- 
ilar celebrations  which  shall  perpetuate  the  name  and  memory  of 
one  of  the  most  noble  and  zealous  patriots  and  earliest  martyrs  in 
the.  great  cause  of  American  Independence,  and  one  whose  fame  is 
equally  dear  to  every  true  patriot  and  faithful  Mason, 

Horace  C.  Chase, 

Grand  Secretary. 

The  following  response  was  made  to  the  above  communi- 
cation :  — 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire, 
In  reciprocation  of  its  fraternal  sentiment,  sends  greeting:  — 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire,  —  Associated  with  that  of 
our  Warren,  in  heaven's  arch  registry  of  masonic  patriots,  are 
the  memories  of  her  Sullivan  and  Stark. 

Chas.  W.  Moore, 
Boston,  Dec.  28,  1869  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Br.  Charles  R.  Train,  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  of  Br.  Edward  G.  Rus- 
sell against  Mount  Olivet  Lodge,  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  accepted  :  — 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Edward 
G.  Russell,  covering  a  complaint  against  Mount  Olivet  Lodge, 
have  atteuded  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  respectfully  report  — 

That  the  parties  have  adjusted  their  differences,  and  desire  no 
further  action  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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Your  committee  therefore  report  that  the  memorialist  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial. 

For  the  Committee. 

Chas.  JL  Train, 
December  27,  1869.  duma. 

The  following  report  of  R.W.  Br.  Tracy  P  Cheever  was 
referred  to  R.W.  Br.  Charles  R.  Train,  W.  Br.  Henry  En- 
dicott,  and  W.  Br.  George  H.  Conn :  — 

To  M.  W.  William  S.  Gardner,  Grand  Master  of  Mourns  in  Massachusetts, 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  In  respect  to  the  case  of  A'.  B.,  I 

have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  facts,  which  are  all  that 

seem  to  be  material  for  the  determination  of  the  question  involved : 

A.  B.,  who  formerly  resided  in  Somerville,  in  this  Commonwealth, 

made  an  application  for  the  degrees  in  Masonry  to  John  Abbot 

Lodge  of  that  town.    His  application  was  rejected.  Afterwards 

he  renewed  his  application ;  a  second  ballot  was  taken  and  he 

was  again  rejected.    He  then  removed  to  Charlestown,  where  he 

still  resides,  and  applied  to  Henry  Price  Lodge  for  the  degrees, 

but  his  application  was  also  rejected  in  that  Lodge.    In  both 

Lodges,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  he  was  rejected  for  cause.  After 

his  rejection  in  Henry  Price  Lodge,  he  procured  a  paper,  of 

which  the  following  is  a  copy :  — 

Permission  is  hereby  granted  to  Carroll  Lodge  of  Freedom,  N.H.,  to  con- 
fer the  first  three  degrees  in  Masonry  upon  A.  B.,  he  being  found  worthy. 
Charlestown,  Aug.  80, 1869. 

(Signed)  Gideon  Haynes,  W.M. 

Francis  Childs,  S.W. 
Chas.  A.  Winslow,  Sec 
[seal]  S.  M.  Nksmith. 

Martin  Uatwabd. 

With  this  document  A.  B.  proceeded  to  Carroll  Lodge,  in  Free- 
dom, N.H.,  where  he  made  an  application  for  the  degrees,  and  was 
accepted.  A  dispensation  to  confer  the  second  and  third  degrees 
at  one  time  .upon  him  was  procured  by  the  Master  of  Carroll 
Lodge  from  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Sixth  Dis- 
trict of  New  Hampshire,  by  the  presentation  of  the  above-men- 
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tioned  document,  and  also  of  a  paper  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy :  — 

We  hereby  certify  on  our  honor  as  Masons  that  S.  C.  Gardner,  of  Newton, 
Massachusetts,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  that  jurisdiction,  gave  his  consent 
for  A.  B.,  of  Charlestown,  to  take  the  three  first  degrees  of  Masonry  in  Car- 
roll Lodge,  Freedom,  N.H. 

(Signed)  John  Carlisle. 

Ctrus  Fowler. 

The  consent  of  the  Grand  Master  of  this  Commonwealth  was 
in  fact  never  given.  Certain  friends  of  A.  B.  called  upon  the 
Grand  Master  for  his  permission,  and  were  informed  that  if  re- 
quested by  the  Grand  Master  of  New  Hampshire,  he  should  prob- 
ably, out  of  comity,  grant  the  request.  The  request  was  never 
made,  and  consequently  there  was  no  opportunity  or  occasion  to 
grant  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  A.  B.  received  his  degrees  in  Car- 
roll Lodge,  New  Hampshire.  Upon  returning  to  Charlestown, 
he  attempted  to  visit  Faith  Lodge,  in  that  city,  but  was  refused 
admission  by  the  order  of  W.  Br.  W.  H.  Kent,  then  Master  of 
the  Lodge.  A  complaint  has  since  been  made  to  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, in  the  investigation  of  which  the  foregoing  facts  have  been 
developed. 

Upon  these  facts,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  concerning  the 
status  of  A.  B.  as  a  Mason  in  this  Commonwealth.  The  manner 
in  which  the  degrees  were  conferred  and  procured  was  irregular 
and  illegal,  yet  it  is  within  the  province  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by 
its  vote  to  cure  the  irregularity,  by  a  formal  healing,  if  it  should 
deem  the  case  worthy  of  such  action.  But  inasmuch  as  I  have 
been  requested  to  make  a  recommendation  in  this  case,  I  feel 
obliged  regretfully  to  say  that,  from  the  ascertained  facts,  I  can- 
not regard  this  as  a  case  where  the  Grand  Lodge  should  interpose 
to  make  that  legal  which  would  be  otherwise  illegal.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  seems  to  me  a  case  in  which  the  Fraternity  should 
protect  itself  by  the  illegality  of  which  the  person  wrongfully  seek- 
ing admission  to  its  ranks  has,  to  some  extent,  been  a  partaker. 
■The  candidate  was  rejected  in  both  the  Lodges  in  this  Common- 
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wealth  upon  the  soundest  masonic  reasons.  There  is  evidence 
tending  to  show  that,  feeling  strongly  aggrieved  by  these  rejec- 
tions, he  was  determined  to  thrust  himself  upon  the  Fraternity, 
and  that  his  animus  in  the  matter  was  by  no  means  commendable. 
If  he  had  been  rejected  from  prejudice,  or  any  unworthy  cause, 
and  had  sought  and  gained  admission  in  another  State  with  good 
motives,  and  no  apparent  desire  to  violate  our  regulations,  his  ir- 
regularity might  deserve  to  be  healed,  and  his  status  made  valid. 
But  in  the  formal  healing  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  a  person  clan- 
destinely and  fraudulently  made  in  another  jurisdiction,  it  should 
appear  that  the  course  of  the  candidate  has  been  right  and  fair  in 
tubstance,  and  erroneous  only  in  form. 

It  seems  that  the  Grand  Regulations  of  New  Hampshire  are 
substantially  in  accordance  with  our  own  in  such  cases,  and  that 
the  D.D.G.M.  of  the  Sixth  District  of  that  State  was  deceived  by 
the  document  above  referred  to,  which  indicated  that  the  assent  of 
the  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts  had  been  granted. 

The  investigation  of  this  case  has  brought  the  knowledge  of 
other  similar  cases  in  which  the  degrees  have  been  procured  in 
New  Hampshire  by  residents  of  Massachusetts,  some  of  which 
have  occurred  in  Carroll  Lodge.  In  order  to  give  a  further  reach- 
ing and  more  practical  effect  to  the  existing  Grand  Regulations, 
I  have  the  honor  to  suggest  an  amendment  to  Article  3d,  substan- 
tially as  follows,  viz. :  — 

Sect.  . — No  person  who  has  been  rejected  in  any  Lodge  in 
this  jurisdiction,  and  who  shall  have  procured  his  degrees  in  any 
other  jurisdiction,  without  the  recommendation  prescribed  in  Sec 
2d  of  this  Article,  and  without  the  written  permission  of  the 
Grand  Master,  shall  be  admitted  as  a  visitor  in  any  Lodge  of  this 
jurisdiction,  or  be  entitled  to  any  recognition  as  a  Mason,  until  he 
shall  have  been  formally  healed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  notice 
thereof  shall  have  been  duly  communicated  by  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary to  all  the  Lodges  of  this  jurisdiction. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

Tract  P  Cheevzr. 
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Communications  were  received  from  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France  and  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Quebec  and  Canada,  which 
were  referred  to  R.W.  Brothers  Charles  Levi  Woodbury, 
Charles  W.  Moore,  and  Lucius  R.  Paige. 

The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand  Char- 
ity Fund  was  accepted,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  with  the  proceedings  :  — 

The  Committee  on  the  Charity  Fund,  appointed  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  contained  in 
his  address  delivered  before  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  Quarterly 
Communication  held  on  the  10th  of  March,  1869,  "  to  examine 
into  the  state  and  disposition  of  this  fund,  and  of  the  interest 
accruing  from  it,  and  report  thereon,  with  the  number  and  names 
of  the  trustees,  and  of  the  vacancies,  if  any,  in  the  board," 
would  beg  leave  to 

REPORT. 

Your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  records  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Charity  Fund,  though  they  have  diligently  sought 
for  them.  Consequently  they  have  been  guided  mainly  in  their 
investigations  by  the  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  by  those 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple.  The  missing  records 
are  of  great  value  as  showing  the  transactions  of  one  of  the  most 
important  boards  ever  constituted  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  whose 
existence  had  been  continued  for  about  half  a  century. 

The  Constitutions  printed  in  1857  provide,  under  the  head  of 
"Grand  Charity  Fund,"  that  "the  board  of  trustees  shall  ap- 
point a  secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  a  correct  record 
of  their  proceedings,  and  report  the  same,  with  a  statement  of 
the  financial  condition  of  the  Charity  Fund,  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
at  every  Annual  Communication ;  and  each  report  made  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  shall  be  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  board." 
The  last  report,  according  to  this  requirement,  was  made  on  the 
14th  of  December,  1859.  It  was  a  transcript  of  the  record  of 
one  meeting  of  the  board  held  on  the  said  14th  of  December, 
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1859,  and  signed  by  44  Thomas  Restieaux,  secretary,"  and  "John 
T.  Heard,  president  of  the  board."  The  latter  was  a  member 
of  the  board  by  virtue  of  his  office  of  Grand  Master.  There 
were  present  at  the  meeting,  Brs.  J.  T.  Heard,  C.  W.  Moore, 
Daniel  Harwood,  Thomas  Tolman,  John  Flint,  John  McClellan, 
and  Thomas  Restieaux.  A  committee  on  the  treasurer's  ac- 
count reported  that u  there  was  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Charity 
Fund  of  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  and  sixty-seven 
cents,"  and  it  was  voted  that  that  sum  44  be  appropriated  to  the 
Committee  of  Charity  for  the  ensuing  year."  This  act  of  the 
trustees  indicates  that  they  regarded  their  duties  as  ended  when 
the  mortgage  for  fifty  thousand  dollars,  dated  March  24,  1859, 
was  given  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic 
Temple,  for  "  the  amount  (with  the  accumulated  interest  thereon) 
heretofore  loaned  by  the  trustees  of  the  Charity  Fund,  so  called, 
and  constituting  a  part  of  the  incumbrances  charged  upon  the 
said  estate  [Masonic  Temple],  and  for  the  protection  and  security 
of  which  the  said  premises  were  held  by  them  [trustees  of  Ma- 
sonic Temple],  as  aforesaid,  which  sum  of  money  is  still  retained 
and  held  by  them."  The  virtual  supersedure  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Charity  Fund  by  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple  seems 
not  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  was  a 
measure  forced  upon  that  body  by  the  extraordinary  proceedings 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  as  will  appear  by  their 
records  hereinafter  cited. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  Act  of  Incor- 
poration, approved  March  1,  1859,  and  accepted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  March  8,  1859,  was  44  for  the  purpose  of  managing  the 
charity  funds  "  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  held 
February  8,  1859,  they  voted  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  k4  ex- 
pedient to  purchase  the  Winthrop  House,  so  called,  if  the  same 
can  be  legally  done"  ;  also,  44  that  the  whole  subject  be  left  with 
the  president  of  the  board."  At  this  same  meeting  the  presi- 
dent verbally  reported  44  that  the  committee  charged  with  the  duty 
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had  invested  the  principal  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the 
Temple  in  stocks  of  the  city  of  Boston."  This  report  was  ac- 
cepted. This  seems  to  have  been  done  in  disregard  of  the  resolve 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  adopted  on  the  27th  of  December,  1858, 
and  presented  and  recorded  at  the  meeting  of  the  trustees  held 
on  the  28th  of  December,  1858.    The  resolve  was  as  follows  :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple  be  directed 
to  pay  over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  the  balance  of  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  Temple,  and  all  other  funds  in  their  hands ;  the 
same  to  be  securely  invested  in  approved  stocks  by  the  finance  committee, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Master." 

At  the  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  held 
on  the  18th  of  February,  1859,  the  president  stated  uthat  he 
had  purchased,  in  behalf  of  the  trustees,  the  property  in  Tre- 
mont  street  known  as  the  Winthrop  House  estate,  for  the  sum  of 
$106,500."  He  also  stated  "that  he  had  employed  Edward  S. 
Rand,  Esq.,  to  investigate  the  title  to  the  estate,  and  that  he  was 
now  actively  engaged  in  the  performance,  of  that  duty."  Where- 
upon it  was  voted  "  that  the  trustees  confirm  the  purchase  of 
the  Winthrop  House  estate  by  their  president,  and  (if  the  title 
be  clear)  that  he  be  authorized  and  requested"  to  take  the  neces- 
sary legal  measures  to  secure  a  conveyance  of  the  property  to 
the  trustees,  to  be  held  by  them  in  trust  for  the  same  purposes 
for  which  they  have  heretofore  held  the  Masonic  Temple." 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1859,  the  president  of  the  trustees 
stated  that  the  title  "  had  been  carefully  investigated  by  Edward 
S.  Rand,  Esq.,  and  found  to  be  good  and  satisfactory;  but  that, 
on  consultation  with  Mr.  Band,  he  had  found  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  the  trustees  taking  and  holding  the  property  in  their  own 
names,  without  the  previous  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  There- 
upon it  was  voted,  "  That  the  deed  of  the  Winthrop  House  estate 
be  taken  in  the  name  of  the  president  of  this  board,  subject  to 
the  future  action  of  the  board." 

The  board  again  met  on  the  7th  of  March,  1859,  when  the 
president  reported  that  he  "  had  taken  a  deed  of  the  Winthrop 
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House  estate,  and  made  the  first  payment  on  the  same,  and  caused 
the  deed  to  be  recorded."  He  also  stated  "  that  there  are  [were] 
three  mortgages  upon  the  property,  amounting  to  seveuty-one 
thousand  dollars  ($71,000)  ;  two  of  which  are  now  [were  then] 
due,  namely,  one  for  $20,000,  and  one  for  $6,000.  The  remain- 
ing mortgage,  for  $41,000  has  [had]  about  two  years  to  run." 

At  the  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  held 
at  Nassau  Hall  on  the  11th  of  March,  1859,  the  president  stated 
"  that  the  particular  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  consult  with 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Grand  Lodge  (a  board  created 
under  the  new  Act  of  Incorporation  of  that  body,  and  endowed 
with  competent  powers)  in  relation  to  the  final  disposal  of  the 
Winthrop  House  estate,  recently  purchased  by  him."  Where- 
upon it  was  voted,  "  That  the  trustees  are  [were]  ready  to  meet 
in  consultation  with  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  that  the  brethren  composing  that  board  be  now  mvited  to 
assemble  with  us." 

The  record  continues :  — 

"  The  directors  being  present,  Brother  Raymond  stated  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  have  offered  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  its  late  Communication,  the 
Winthrop  House  estate,  recently  purchased  by  him,  but  in  consequence  of 
the  pressure  of  other  business  and  the  unexpected  termination  of  the  session 
in  his  absence,  he  had  been  unable  to  do  so.  He  now  therefore  desired  to 
submit  to  the  board  of  directors  for  their  acceptance,  or  otherwise,  in  behalf 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  following  tender  of  that  property,  viz. : 

"  To  the  Hon.  John  T.  Heard,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

"  Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  Having  purchased  the  estate  at  the  corner 
of  Tremont  and  Boylston  streets  in  this  city,  known  as  the  Winthrop  House, 
I  hereby  offer  the  same  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  and  on  the 
same  terms  and  conditions  and  for  the  same  price  paid  by  me  at  auction. 

"  The  estate  was  purcliased  with  the  view  of  offering  it  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  which  I  now  hare  the  pleasure  to  do,  fully  believing  that  it  is  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  this  Com- 
monwealth to  make  the  purchase,  and  in  so  doing,  to  avail  themselves  of*  the 
opportunity  to  make  secure  and  perpetuate  the  Grand  Charity  Fund,  whkh 
was  created  by  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers,  and  has  been  faithfully  preserved, 
increased,  and  protected  by  their  posterity,  and  held  sacred  for  the  relief  of 
the  deceased  worthy  brother,  his  widow  and  orphans. 

"  This  fund  is  now  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Tern- 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  183 


pie,  and  has  reached  the  highly  respectable  amount  of  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
and  over.  I  trust  that  the  Grand  Lodge  will  look  well  to  its  permanent  se- 
curity. 

"  In  offering  this  estate  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  J  would  remark  that  this  is 
the  only  piece  of  property  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge  where  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  could  be  respectably  located  and  well  accommodated,  and 
at  the  same  time  make  a  good  financial  operation. 

"  The  purchase  is  not  only  a  good  one,  but  a  very  good  one.  So  well  am  I  con- 
vinced of  this  fact,  that  should  the  Grand  Lodge  in  their  wisdom  decline  to 
accept  this  proposal,  it  will  be  no  disappointment  to  me,  but  I  shall  consider 
myself  fortunate,  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  to  have  the  property  remain 
with  me. 

"  Truly  and  fraternally  yours,  &c., 

"  E.  A.  Raymond. 

"  Boston,  March  9, 1859. 

"  The  board  of  directors,  after  consultation  among  themselves,  reported 
through  their  chairman,  the  Grand  Master,  that  the  offer  of  the  Winthrop 
House  estate  by  Br.  £.  A.  Raymond  had  been  accepted  by  them  in  behalf  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  terms  and  conditions  proposed. 

"  The  directors  then  withdrew,  and  soon  after  presented,  through  their 
chairman,  the  following  vote  adopted  by  them : 

"Voted,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple  be  and  hereby  are  re- 
quested to  pay  over  to  this  board  the  funds  in  their  hands  as  proceeds  of  the 
Masonic  Temple. 

"  To  this  vote  the  trustees  returned  the  following  answer  : 

41  Memorandum  of  terms  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of  the  Winthrop  House, 
adopted  March  11,  1859,  by  Edward  A.  Raymond:  The  trustees  of  the 
Masonic  Temple,  and  the  directors  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  behalf  of  the 
corporation. 

"  1st.  Mr.  Raymond  agrees  to  convey  the  said  estate  to  the  corporation 
upon  the  terms  stated  in  his  communication  made  this  day. 

"  2d.  The  corporation  will  mortgage  the  said  estate  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Masonic  Temple  to  secure  the  sum  of  $50,000,  being  the  estimated  amount  of 
the  Charity  Fund,  —  the  treasurer  giving  the  bond  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
that  sum,  secured  by  mortgage  payable  in  thirty  years,  with  interest  yearly 
at  five  per  cent. 

"  3d.  The  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple  will  pay  towards  the  purchase 
of  the  Winthrop  House  estate  the  net  amount  in  their  hands,  upon  receiving 
a  mortgage,  as  before  stated. 

"  In  answer  to  this  communication,  the  board  of  directors  notified  the 
trustees  that  the  propositions  therein  contained  had  been  unanimously  ac- 
cepted by  them." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  held  on  the  13th  of  March,  1859, 
"  the  president  stated  that  on  further  consultation  with  Mr.  Ed- 
ward S.  Band  and  Br.  W.  H.  L.  Smith,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
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manner  suggested  by  the  articles  submitted  and  adopted  by  the 
board  at  its  last  meeting  indicate  the  most  feasible  plan  of  se- 
curing the  Charity  Fund,  and  the  same  was  accordingly  adopted. 
The  president  also  stated  that  the  necessary  papers  and  also  the 
deed  of  the  Winthrop  House  were  in  a  state  of  forwardness." 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1859,  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  was 
held,  at  which  were  present,  besides  trustees,  the  following  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  namely: 
Brothers  John  T.  Heard,  Charles  Bobbins,  Charles  W.  Moore, 
and  William  H.  L.  Smith. 

"  The  boards  having  been  called  to  order,  the  president  of  the  trustees 
presented  for  their  consideration  and  acceptance  a  draft  of  the  deed  by  which 
he  proposes  to  convey  the  Winthrop  House  estate  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He 
also  presented  a  draft  of  an  indenture  of  a  mortgage  on  said  estate  for  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  the  Charity  Fund  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  and  which  said  mortgage  is  intended  to 
secure  in  the  hands  of  trustees. 

"  After  discussion,  the  whole  subject  was  referred  to  Brothers  Raymond, 
Hobart,  and  Moore,  with  full  powers  to  execute  any  papers  that  may  be  ne- 
cessary on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  and  to  direct  and  make  such  transfer  of 
the  funds  in  their  hands  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  it  may  be 
lawful  and  consistent  with  their  own  safety  for  the  trustees  to  make." 

On  the  15th  of  November,  1859,  the  trustees  again  met. 
The  record  reads  :  — 

"  The  president,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  who  were  empowered  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  board  to  make  such  transfer  of  the  funds  in  their  hands 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  may  be  lawful  and  consistent  with 
their  own  safety  for  the  trustees  to  make,  reported  that  the  transfer  had  been 
made  to  the  amount  of  $98,888.86." 

The  trustees  met  on  the  6th  of  December,  1859.  The  report 
of  the  treasurer  was  made,  by  which  it  appeared  that  he  had  in 
his  hands  the  amount  of  $3,038.60  in  city  bonds,  including  in- 
terest, and  $345.85  in  cash,  making  a  total  of  $3,384.45.  It  was 
voted  "  That  the  treasurer  retain  the  funds  now  in  his  hands 
until  the  further  order  of  this  board." 

The  following  vote  was  offered  by  Br.  Hobart  at  a  meeting  of 
the  trustees  held  on  the  15th  of  February,  1860 :  — 
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"Voted,  That  three  hundred  dollars  each  be  allowed  and  paid  as  a  compen- 
iation  for  services  rendered  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  trustees,  by  the  brethren  of 
this  board  who  have  been  members  of  the  same  since  its  organization  [1835], 
and  that  the  remaining  members  of  the  board  be  compensated,  pro  rata,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  time  of  service. 

"  On  motion  of  Br.  Lewis,  the  question  on  the  above  vote  was  taken  by 
tf&u  and  nays  with  the  following  result : 

"  Ybab — Raymond,  Robinson,  Hews,  Hobart,  Greenleaf,  and  Paige. 

"  Nats  —  Moore  and  Lewis. 

"  Voted,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  pay  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  vote. 

"  Voted,  That  after  paying  the  above  and  all  other  claims  against  the  board, 
the  treasurer  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  pay  any  balance  in  his  bands 
ever  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

"  Which  motion  was  amended  by  Br.  Paige  by  adding  at  the  close  of  the 
same  the  following  words, '  That  body  agreeing  to  assume  any  debts  which 
may  hereafter  be  found  to  be  due  from  this  board.' " 

Another  meeting  occurred  April  10,  I860. 

"  Br.  Robinson  stated  that  he  had  been  called  upon  by  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  [Br.  Lewis]  for  the  balance  remaining  in  his  hands  from 
the  sale  of  the  Temple,  but  as  the  Grand  Lodge  was  indebted  to  this  board 
for  interest  due  on  notes,  and  its  treasurer  having  declined  to  pay  it,  he  had 
also  declined  to  pay  over  the  amount  in  his  hands,  and  asked  the  instructions 
of  the  beard. 

"  The  secretary  [Br.  Moore]  then  offered  the  following  vote,  viz. : 

"  Voted,  That  the  treasnrer  of  this  board  be  instructed  to  carry  into  effect 
the  vote  passed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  board,  instructing  him  to  pay  over 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  the  balance  remaining  in  his  hands 
from  the  sale  of  the  Temple. 

"  After  discussion,  the  above  vote  was  adopted  4  to  2.  ' 

"  Br.  Robinson  then  resigned  his  office  as  treasurer  of  tjie  board,  and 
Br.  Hobart  was  elected  in  his  place. 

M  Br.  Raymond  then  resigned  his  place  as  a  member  of  the  board.  Br. 
Hews  also  resigned  his  place  in  the  board. 

"Voted,  That  the  late  treasurer  be  instructed  to  pay  over  the  funds  and 
pass  the  books  and  papers  in  his  hands. to  his  successor/' 

At  the  meeting  of  the  trustees  held  September  11,  I860, 
Brothers  John  T.  Heard  and  William  Parkman  were  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Brothers  Ed- 
ward A.  Raymond  and  John  Hews.  The  secretary,  by  vote, 
was  directed  to  remind  the  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that 
the  interest  on  the  note  held  by  the  board  of  trustees  against 
that  Body  remained  unpaid. 
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On  the  10th  of  December,  1860,  the  trustees  elected  Brothers 
Charles  R.  Train  and  Peter  Wainwright  to  fill  vacancies  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Brothers  S.  W.  Robinson  and  Gardner 
Green  leaf. 

A  meeting  was  called  for  December  9, 1861,  but  a  quorum  was 
not  present.  Br.  Enoch  Hobart  tendered  his  resignation^  as  a 
member  of  the  board. 

From  this  date  to  March  1,  1865,  no  meeting  of  the  trustees 
was  held.  The  last  meeting  of  the  trustees  was  that  above 
named,  —  March  1,  1865,  —  at  which  were  present  Brothers 
Paige,  Parkman,  Moore,  Wainwright,  and  Lewis.  The  secre- 
ta'ry  laid  before  the  board  the  following  communication  :  — 

"Ik  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 
"  September  14,  1864. 
"Voted,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  elect  to  hold  the  estate  described  in  a  cer- 
tain deed  of  mortgage  from  this  Grand  Lodge  to  Edward  A.  Raymond  and 
others,  trustees,  bearing  date  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1859, 
and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  758,  fol.  237,  in  fee  simple  and  free, 
and  relieved  from  said  mortgage,  and  hereby  require  the  trustees  holding 
under  said  mortgage  to  discharge  said  mortgage  and  die  bond  secured 
thereby,  and  convey  their  estate  under  and  by  virtue  thereof  to  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

"Voted,  That  the  directors  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  hereby  authorized  in 
their  discretion,  after  they  shall  have,  by  mortgage  or  otherwise,  obtained 
upon  the  security  of  the  real  estate  of  this  Grand  Lodge  whatever  funds 
may  be  necessary  to  erect  a  new  Masonic  Temple,  to  give  a  note  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Grand  Charity  Fund  for  the  preservation  of  said  fund. 
"  Copy  of  Record. 

"Attest, 

"  Charlfs  W.  Moore,  Grand  Secretary." 

"In  Board  of  Directors  of  Grand  Lodge  of 
"Massachusetts,  February  23,  1865. 
"  Voted,  That  the  secretary  be  directed,  at  his  earliest  convenience,  to  lay 
before  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Grand  Charity  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
the  votes  passed  by  that  Body  on  the  14th  of  September  last,  directing  the 
discharge  of  the  mortgage  held  by  that  Board  on  the  Winthrop  House  estate, 
and  to  ask  the  cooperation  of  the  Board  of  Charity  in  relieving  the  estate  of 
said  incumbrance,  as  preliminary  to  the  raising  of  the  funds  required  for  the 
erection  of  the  new  building. 
"  Copy  of  Record. 

"  Attest, 

"  Charles  W.  Moore,  Grand  Secretary." 
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"Br.  Paigo  resigned  his  place  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and 
his  resignation  was  accepted  by  the  board.  Br.  Winslow  Lewis  was  elected 
president,  vice  Br.  Paige  resigned.  The  secretary  was  authorized  and 
directed  to  cause  the  proper  papers  to  be  prepared,  and  to  take  all  necessary 
measures  for  the  immediate  discharge  of  the  mortgage  on  the  Winthrop 
House  estate." 

The  mortgagees  of  the  mortgage  for  $50,000,  to  secure  the 
Charity  Fund,  dated  March  24,  1859,  were  Brothers  Edward  A. 
Raymond,  John  Hews,  Simon  W.  Robinson,  Winslow  Lewis, 
Enoch  Hobart,  Gardner  Greenlcaf,  William  Eaton,  Charles  W. 
Moore,  and  Lucius  R.  Paige,  who  were  by  that  instrument  the 
trustees  of  that  fund. 

The  discharge  of  the  said  mortgage  was  dated  April  8,  1865, 
and  was  signed  by  Winslow  Lewis,  Charles  W.  Moore,  William 
Eaton,  John  T-  Heard,  William  Parkraan,  Charles  R.  Train, 
and  Peter  Wainwright,  who  were  then  the  trustees  of  the 
Charity  Fund. 

The  committee  on  the  Grand  Treasurer's  account  reported  to 
the  Grand  Lodge,  December  12,  1860,  that  that  officer  had  re- 
ceived," from  the  treasurer  of  the  Charity  Fund,  being  a  balance 
in  his  hands  at  the  dissolution  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  that 
fund,  and  ordered  by  said  board  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  $1,114.41.  They  also  reported  as  received  by 
the  Grand  Treasurer  u  from  trustees  of  Masonic  Temple,  being 
for  the  balance  of  property  in  their  hands  on  the  termination  of 
their  trust,  $2,001.20." 

The  two  sums  above  named  —  the  first  of  $93,383.36,  the 
second  of  $2,091.20  —  make  the  whole  amount  received  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  from  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple  chiefly, 
if  not  entirely,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  that  edifice,  $95,- 
474.56.  ^ .  _ 

A  voluminous  report  on  the  Charity  Fund  was  presented  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  March  11, 
1857.  It  was  printed,  but  not  entered  at  length  in  our  records. 
It  was  there iu  estimated  that  the  fund  was  as  follows :  — 
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Doe  from  Grand  Lodge,  Dec  1, 1856   $15.66405 

Due  from  trustees  of  Masonic  Temple,  Dec.  1, 1866    .   .   .   ,  §7,419 15 

Amount  of  "  Sigourney  Fund/'  leb.  11, 1867    1 357.86 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  Dec.  8,  1856    1,167.12 


Total  amount  of  Charity  Fund  $75,497.68 


The  amounts  due  from  the  Grand  Lodge  and  trustees  of  the 
Masonic  Temple  were  for  loans  from  the  Charity  Fund  to  those 
bodies  with  interest  compounded  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum.  At 
the  time  the  report  was  made,  there  were  due  on  the  priucipal 
loaned  $6,300  from  Grand  Lodge,  and  $15,987  from  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Masonic  Temple. 

The  report,  referring  to  the  "  Sigourney  Fund,"  states  that  — 

On  the  retirement  of  R.W.  Andrew  Sigourney  from  the  office  of  Grand 
Treasurer,  in  December,  1819,  he  made  a  donation  of  his  salary  for  that  year 
"  to  the  Charity  Fund,  to  be  held  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as 
trustee  thereof,  until  the  Charity  Fund  shall  go  into  operation."  On  the  8th 
of  February,  1820,  the  Grand  Treasurer,  R.W.  Elijah  Morse,  charged  as  due 
to  the  late  Grand  Treasurer  the  sum  of  $176.66 ;  and  on  the  same  date  the 
same  amount  is  credited  in  the  account-book  of  the  Charity  Fund,  in  an 
account  headed,  'Donation  of  Andrew  Sigourney,  Esq.,  in  account  with 
Elijah  Morse,  treasurer  of  GrAnd  Lodge,  trustee  thereof.'  This  donation 
has  not  been  incorporated  into  the  Charity  Fund,  but  has  been  invested  by 
itself;  and  through  the  assiduous  care  of  those  brethren  to  whom  its  man- 
agement has  been  intrusted,  it  now  amounts  to  the  important  sum  of 
$1,867.86.   The  securities  are  three  books  of  deposit  from  two  substantial 


savings  institutions,  viz. :  — 

Book  No.  6,682,  Provident  Institution  for  Savings   $500.00 

Book  No.  16;088,  Provident  Institution  for  Savings  ......  60000 

Book  No.  19,442,  Suffolk  Savings  Bank   85786 

Total  to  February  11,  1857   $1,367.36 


The  Grand  Treasurer  informs  jour  committee  that  "  on  the 
22d  day  of  July,  1867,  the  Sigourney  Fund  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  $2,918.93,  which  was  drawn  from  the  savings  banks  by  order 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Grand  Lodge." 

Your  committee  would  suggest  that  when  the  means  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  will  permit  it,  this  fund  be  restored,  as  a  token  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  donor,  invested  separately  from 
other  charity  funds,  and  the  income  from  it  applied  to  charitable 
purposes. 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  189 


This  report  on  the  Charity  Fund  contained  the  request  that  the 
"  Grand  Lodge  grant  the  necessary  power  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Masonic  Temple  to  enable  them  to  give  the  note  of  the  treasurer 
of  that  board  to  the  first-named  trustees  [trustees  of  Charity 
Fund],  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint,  for  the 
sum  of  $72,988.20,  bearing  date  December  1,  1856,  and  payable 
in  five  years  from  date,  with  interest  semi-annually,  at  the  rate  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  same  being  for  the  amounts  due  to 
the  fund,  at  that  date,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  proprietors  of  the 
Masonic  Temple."  The  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee  to 
report  at  the  next  communication.  At  the  Quarterly  Communica- 
tion of  June  10,  1857,  the  committee  asked  for  further  time,  and 
there  the  matter  seems  to  have  ended. 

The  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  passed  September  14,  1864, 
authorizing  the  directors  "  to  give  a  note  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Grand  Charity  Fund  for  the  preservation  of  said  fund,"  appears 
not  to  have  been  complied  with. 

The  Charity  Fund  was  inaugurated  on  the  30th  of  January, 
1811,  when*  one  thousand  dollars  in  specie  were  appropriated  to 
the  fund  from  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  was  denomi- 
nated "The  Charity  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachu- 
setts." •  For  its  increase,  there  were  appropriated  one  fourth 
part  of  the  quarterages  paid  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  one  half 
of  all  donations  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  not  specifically  ap- 
propriated by  the  donors.  It  was  placed  under  the  direction  of  a 
board  of  trustees,  consisting  of  the  Grand  Master,  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  Grand  Treasurer,  and  four  brethren,  not  officers 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  to  constitute, 
during  good  behavior,  a  permanent  part  of  the  board.  Vacan- 
cies occurring  from  death,  resignation,  or  any  other  cause,  were 
to  be  reported  by  the  residue  of  the  board,  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
at  their  next  Quarterly  Communication,  at  which  time  they  were 
to  be  filled.  The  trustees  were  required  to  hold  meetings  pre- 
ceding each  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
at  such  other  times  as  should  be  thought  expedient,  and  a  ma- 
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jority  of  the  board  was  necessary  for  every  act  except  that  of 
adjournment ;  and  they  were  to  report  their  proceedings  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  the  next  ensuing  Quarterly  Communication, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Secretary  to  keep  a  separate  book, 
in  which  were  to  be  recorded  all  the  proceedings  of  the  trustees 
which  should  be  reported  by  the  secretary  of  the  board.  The 
fund  was  always  to  be  in  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Grand  Treas- 
urer, under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  trustees,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  invest  the  same  in  productive  stock.  No  loans  nor 
donations  could  be  made  from  the  principal  of  the  fund  until  the 
income  from  it  should  amount  to  three  thousand  dollars  per 
annum.  The  Grand  Treasurer  had  power  to  retain  a  year's 
interest  arising  from  the  fund,  to  be  appropriated  by  the  board 
of  trustees  to  the  relief  of  such  poor  and  distressed  brethren, 
their  widows  and  orphans,  as  they  might  consider  worthy  of 
assistance.  Should  there  be  any  interest  unappropriated  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  it  was  to  be  invested  and  ever  after  considered  a 
part  of  the  principal  of  the  fund.  It  was  also  the  duty  of  that 
officer  to  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  every  communication,  an 
account  of  all  moneys  received  and  appropriations  made  to  the 
Charity  Fund ;  and  of  all  donations  and  expenditures  therefrom 
during  the  quarter.  On  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Charity 
Fund,  the  fee  to  be  paid  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  initiation  of  a 
candidate  was  three  dollars.  Measures  were  taken  to  obtain  sub- 
scriptions to  the  fund  from  44  prosperous  and  benevolent  individu- 
als of  the  Masonic  Family,"  and  the  trustees  were  44  directed  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  an  incorporation  of  their  board." 

The  members  of  the  board  thus  organized  were  Timothy  Big- 
elow,  Grand  Master ;  Samuel  Bradford,  Deputy  Grand  Master ; 
Andrew  Sigourney,  Grand  Treasurer ;  Dr.  Josiah  Bartlett, 
Dr.  John  Warren,  Hon.  Thomas  Dawes,  and  Rev.  John  Elliot. 

By  the  Constitutions  of  December  27,  181 1,  it  was  provided  that 
the  fund  be  44  increased  annually  by  adding  thereto  one-fourth  part 
of  the  annual  fees,  and  one-third  part  of  all  initiation  fees  paid 
the  Grand  Lodge  by  the  Lodges  under  its  jurisdiction,"  and  that 
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"  each  report  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  be  signed  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  board/' 

After  the  Act  of  Incorporation  of  1818  was  accepted  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  the  Charity  Fund  was  44  held  in  the  name  of  the 
Master,  Wardens,  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,"  but  was 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  trustees  before  named  and 
six  brethren,  not  acting  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  This 
board,  thus  constituted,  was  styled  "  The  Trustees  of  the  Charity 
Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts."  It  was  required 
of  the  trustees  to  appoint  a  secretary,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
make  a  correct  record  of  their  proceedings,  and  report  the  same 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  every  Quarterly  Communication. 

At  the  request  of  the  trustees,  the  Grand  Lodge,  September 
12,  1821,  amended  the  Constitutions,  to  the  effect  that  the  trus- 
tees should  hold  a  meeting  on  the  Monday  preceding  the  Annual 
Communication.    The  quarterly  meetings  were  abolished. 

By  the  Constitutions  of  1843,  it  was  provided  that  the  fund 
should  be  44  increased  annually,  by  adding  thereto  one-fourth  part 
of  the  annual  fees,  and  one  dollar  of  all  initiation  fees  paid  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  by  the  Lodges."  The  board  of  trustees  con- 
sisted of  the  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Grand  War- 
dens, Grand  Treasurer,  Recording  Grand  Secretary,  and  six 
brethren,  who  were  not  acting  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to 
be.  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years.  The  treasurer  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  ex  officio  treasurer  of  the  Charity  Fund,  unless 
the  trustees  elected  a  special  treasurer. 

In  presenting  this  sketch  of  the  regulations  constituting  and 
governing  the  old  board  of  trustees  of  the  Charity  Fund  from 
its  inception  in  1811  to  its  dissolution  in  1859,  your  committee 
thought  it  might  be  serviceable  to  the  Grand  Lodge  should 
it  hereafter  organize  a  similar  board  to  manage  its  charity 
funds. 

The  existing  Constitutions,  adopted  in  1860,  declare,  1st. 
That  the  Charity  Fund  established  by  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be 
styled  44  The  Charity  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachu- 
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setts,"  and  shall  consist  of  (50,000  ;  2d.  That  it  shall  be  held  in 
the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  be  under  the  direction  of  a 
board  of  trustees,  styled  "  The  Trustees  of  the  Charity  Fond 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts M ;  and  Sd.  That  uthe 
interest  arising  annually  from  this  fund  shall  be  appropriated, 
as  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  direct,  for  the  relief  of  such  poor  and 
distressed  brethren,  their  widows  and  orphans,  as  may  be  deemed 
worthy  of  assistance ;  but  all  interest  unappropriated  at  the  end 
of  each  year  shall  be  paid  over  by  the  trustees  to1  the  treasurer 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  if  this  fund 
shall  at  any  time  be  reduced  below  the  sum  prescribed  in  Sect.  1, 
all  such  unappropriated  interest  shall  be  added  yearly  to  the  prin- 
cipal, until  it  shall  again  amount  to  fifty  thousand  dollars/' 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  provisions  are  made  by  the  present 
regulations  for  the  appointment  of  trustees  of  the  Charity  Fund, 
nor  for  their  government,  as  in  previous  Constitutions.  Snch 
provisions  are  necessary,  if  the  Constitutions  now  in  force  take 
the  place  of  and  repeal  those  which  precede  them. 

It  is  declared  that  the  Charity  Fund  shall  consist  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars !  Your  committee  know  not  where  this  fund, 
or  any  part  of  it,  is,  unless  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  value  which 
this  Temple  may  have  over  and  above  the  incumbrances  upon  it. 
The  history  of  the  fund  warrants  the  opinion  that  whatever  this 
structure  is  worth,  beyond  the  debts  secured  by  it,  belongs  to  and 
should  constitute  the  Charity  Fund. 

Your  committee  confidently  believe  that  at  no  distant  day  this 
edifice  will  be  relieved  of  aH  liabilities,  and  its  entire  net  revenue 
devoted  to  charitable  purposes.  They  believe  they  do  not  mis- 
take the  character  and  disposition  of  the  masonic  brethren  of 
Massachusetts  in  predicting  that  they  will  cheerfully  contribute 
the  means  necessary  for  so  noble  an  object.  With  what  com- 
mendable pride  would  they  point  to  this  elegant,  commodious, 
and  durable  Temple,  when  they  could  say,  u  This  is  the  Charity 
Fund  of  the  Freemasons  of  Massachusetts,  consecrated  to  the 
relief  of  unfortunate  brethren,  their  widows  and  orphans,  for* 
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ever ! "  Such  a  result,  accomplished,  as  it  could  easily  be,  by 
the  united  offerings  of  the  nineteen  thousand  brethren  compos- 
ing the  membership  of  the  Lodges  in  this  Masonic  Jurisdiction, 
would  demonstrate  that  the  motto,  "  In  union  there  is  strength," 
is  as  applicable  to  masonic  as  to  political  effort. 

For  the  Committee, 

John  T.  Heard. 

The  Recording  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  following 
account  of  Diplomas  delivered  to  the  D.D.  Grand  Masters, 
which  was  accepted,  and  also  the  following  report  of  Lodges 
unrepresented  during  the  year  :  — 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I 
have,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  27th  of  December,  1869,  de- 
livered to  the  D.D.  Grand  Masters  under  your  jurisdiction.  Di- 
plomas as  follows :  — 


District  No.  1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
6. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 


12 

6 

12 


2 
16 


12 


3 


Muter  Muons. 

160 
183 
147 
135 
185 

63 
100 

76 

25 
116 
150 
130 
138 
106 

76 

88 


Total 


Boston,  Dec.  27, 1869. 


.   .       71  1,860 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Solon  Thornton,  ' 

Recording  Grand  Secretary, 
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To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 


The  following  Lodges  do  not  appear  to  have  been  represented 

at  any  of  the  communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge  during  the 

past  year,  viz  :  — 

Amity. 

De  Witt  Clinton. 

Mount  Zion. 

ASHLER. 

Evening  Star. 

Marine. 

Artisan. 

Eden. 

May  Flower. 

Bethel. 

Excelsior. 

Oxford. 

Blackstone  River. 

Jordan. 

Pioneer. 

Corinthian. 

Jerusalem. 

Warren. 

Charles  W.  Moore.  John  Warren. 

Bethesda,  Valparaiso,  S.A. 

Corner  Stonr. 

John  Abbot. 

Hiram,  Copiapo,  Chili,  S.A. 

Day  Spring. 

Mountain. 

J.  L.  Hutchinson,  Arica,  Peru. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Solon  Thornton, 

Boston,  Dec.  27, 1869. 

Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  in  behalf  of  the  Commit- 

tee on  the  Banquet,  made  a  verbal  report,  which  was  ac- 

cepted. 

The  Recording  Grand  Secretary  acknowledged  the  receipt, 

for  the  past  year,  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  following  Grand 

Lodges ;  — 

Alabama. 

Louisiana. 

New  Hampshire. 

California. 

Mains. 

New  Jersey. 

Canada. 

Maryland. 

New  York. 

Colorado. 

Michigan. 

Oregon. 

Connecticut. 

Minnesota. 

Pennsylvania. 

Florida. 

Mississippi. 

Rhode  Ibland. 

Georgia. 

Missouri. 

South  Carolina. 

Illinois. 

Montana. 

Texas. 

Indiana. 

Nebraska. 

Wisconsin. 

Iowa. 

Nevada. 

Grand  Orient  of  Frakce. 

Kansas. 

New  Brunswick. 

Grand  Orient  of  Italy. 

The  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary  was  called  upon  to 
report. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  was  called  upon  to  report. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment. 

The  Grand  Marshal  formed  a  procession  of  the  brethren 
with  the  Three  Great  Lights  and  representatives  of  the  Three 
Lesser  Lights,  in  their  proper  places,  with  the  members  of 
Saint  Andrew's,  Tyrian,  and  Massachusetts  Lodges  imme- 
diately after  the  Grand  Officers,  and  proceeded  to  the  Banquet 
Hall,  where  the  Feast  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist  was  cel- 
ebrated after  the  manner  of  Masons. 

The  first  toast  —  To  the  memory  of  our  lamented  Grand 
Master,  General  Joseph  Warren  —  was  drank  standing,  and 
in  silence. 

R.W.  Br.  Past  Grand  Master  John  T.  Heard  responded 
to  a  sentiment  complimentary  to  the  "  Massachusetts  Grand 
Lodge." 

R.W.  Br.  Past  Grand  Master  "Winslow  Lewis,  to  w  Saint 
John's  Grand  Lodge." 

For  Saint  Andrew's  Lodge,  R.W.  Br.  Past  Grand  Master 
William  Parkman,  R.W.  Br.  Charles  W.  Moore,  and  Br. 
Hamilton  Willis  responded. 

The  M.W.  Br.  Amos  E.  Cobb  answered  for  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Connecticut. 

Invitations  had  been  sent  to  the  Grand  Masters  of  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and 
New  York,  and  to  Past  Grand  Master  Josiah  H.  Drummond 
of  Maine,  to  be  present  at  the  Festival.  Letters  were  re- 
ceived and  read  from  Grand  Masters  John  H.  Lynde  of 
Maine,  Alexander  M.  Winn  of  New  Hampshire,  James 
Gibson  of  New  York,  and  from  R.W.  Br.  Drummond  of 
Maine,  excusing  and  regretting  their  absence. 

For  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  the  Grand  Master, 
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the  Earl  of  Zetland,  W.  Br.  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Master  of 
Zetland  Lodge,  responded. 

W.  Br.  John  A.  Goodwin  spoke  for  Tyrian  Lodge. 

R.W.  Br.  Marshall  P.  Wilder  spoke  for  Massachusetts 
Lodge. 

R.W.  Br.  Past  Grand  Master  Charles  C.  Dame  answered 
for  Saint  Peter's  Lodge,  formerly  of  Newburyport. 

The  Grand  Chaplain,  W.  Br.  James  A.  Bolles,  responded 
to  a  sentiment  relating  to  Saint  John  the  Evangelist. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  retired  from  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  the  R.W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  assumed  the  chair. 


R.W.  Br.  George  E.  Stacy  answered  for  . 
R.W.  Br.  William  Sutton  answered  for  . 
R.W.  Wyzeman  Marshall  answered  for  . 
R.W.  Br.  William  F.  Salmon  answered  for 
W.  Br.  Lovell  Bicknell  answered  for.  . 
R.W.  Br.  Charles  A.  Reed  answered  for  . 
R  W.  Br.  Henry  Chickering  answered  for 
W.  Br.  Edward  Stearns  answered  for 
Br.  Joseph  G.  Barney  answered  for  .  . 
R.W.  Br.  Samuel  P.  Oliver  answered  for 
W.  Br.  E.  Dana  Bancroft  answered  for  . 


Montgomery  Lodge. 
Aberdour  Lodge. 
Joseph  Warren  Lodge. 
Kilwinning  Lodge. 
Warren  Lodge. 
John  Hancock  Lodge. 
John  Warren  Lodge. 
Paul  Revere  Lodge. 
Union  Lodge. 
Dalhousie  Lodge. 
King  Solomon's  Lodge. 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor. 
At  Low  Twelve  the  R.W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  closed 
the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  in  Due  Form. 

A  true  abstract  from  the  Record. 
Attest, 

SOLON  THORNTON, 

Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

Note.  —  At  the  Feast,  ninety-seven  brethren  sat  down,  and  their  names 
are  entered  upon  the  Record  of  the  Communication.  The  speeches  were 
eloquent,  and  full  of  interesting  historic  matter,  and  the  Grand  Secretary 
regrets  that  he  is  unable  to  enter  them  of  record. 


REPORTS  OP 
DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS 

AND 

GEAND  LECTURERS. 


REPORTS  OF  DISTRICT  DEPUTIES. 


FIRST  DISTRICT. 

To  William  S.  Gardneb,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  W.  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my 
report  for  the  past  year  as  D.D.G.M.  for  the  First  Masonic  District.  I 
have  visited  officially  all  the  Lodges  in  my  District. 

In  order  that  each  Lodge  may  have  its  just  credit  in  regard  to  the 
payments  it  may  have  made  to'  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  herewith  submit  a 
statement  of  the  full  amount  paid  by  each  Lodge  in  the  First  District 
for  the  past  year :  — 


Tax. 

Commutation. 

$1 

$8 

$9 

$10 

Lodge*. 

G.L.  Dues. 

Initiations. 

Saint  John's . 

$10 

$106 

$213 

$604 

$46 

$30 

Saint  Andrew's  . 

10 

20 

Massachusetts 

10 

46 

133 

264 

117 

00 

Colombian  . 

10 

80 

43 

Mount  Lebanon  . 

10 

90 

200 

168 

63 

10 

Germania  . 

10 

86 

48 

40 

Winslow  Lewis  . 

10 

76 

6 

72 

100 

Revere  . 

10 

40 

68 

243 

Joseph  Warren  . 

10 

160 

113 

800 

144 

80 

Aberdonr  . 

10 

40 

60 

Eleusis  . 

10 

26 

87 

8 

Zetland . 

10 

20 

38 

8 

18 

$120 

$726 

$907 

$1,78* 

$702 

$380 

Making  total  payments  $4,676.00 

I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  report  more  favorably  on  the  payment 
of  the  Commutation  Tax.  Strong  efforts  hare  been  made  by  many  of 
the  Masters  and  Officers  to  induce  the  members  to  commute  in  full,  but 
their  efforts  have  not  been  so  successful  as  we  might  have  hoped. 

In  all  my  official  visits,  I  have  endeavored  to  inform  the  officers  and 
members  on  all  the  important  points  alluded  to  in  the  instructions 
which  I  received  from  you. 
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I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  Lodges  are  all  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion ;  peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the  district.  The  records 
of  the  various  Lodges  are  very  full  and  complete,  many  of  them  pre- 
senting elegant  specimens  of  work. 

On  all  occasions,  I  have  been  received  with  great  kindness  on  the  part 
of  both  officers  and  members,  and  I  have  found  much  pleasure  and  sat- 
isfaction in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 
Thanking  you  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me,  I  remain 
Fraternally  yours, 

ANDREW  G.  SMITH, 

DJ).G.  Matter  First  Masonic  District. 

Boston,  Deo.  1,  1869. 


SECOND  DI8TBICT. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  William  S.  Gardxer,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of 
my  official  acts  as  your  representative  in  the  Second  Masonic  District  of 
the  Commonwealth  for  the  past  year,  and  a  statement  of  other  particu- 
lars relating  to  the  condition  of  the  various  Lodges  of  which  the  dis- 
trict is  composed. 

I  have  made  a  visit  to  Palestine  Lodge,  Maiden,  now  working  under 
a  Dispensation  returnable  in  December  next.  This  young  body  of  Ma- 
sons exhibits  great  interest  in  the  work  and  business  of  the  Fraternity, 
and  I  heartily  recommend  it  as  worthy  of  a  Charter. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  my  official  visit  to  the  several  Lodges,  the  at- 
tendance was  as  follows :  — 


LodffM.  No.  Present  Mcmbon  Prosit. 

King  Solomon's   138   90 

Hiram   180   84 

Mt.  Carmel   105   65 

Star  of  Bethlehem      ....  126   93 

Mt.  Hermon   107   68 

Wyoming  .    93   63 

Mt  Vernon   112   73 

John  Abbot   115   74 

Henry  Price   U0   83 

Golden  Fleece       .....  93   68 

William  Sutton   82   28 

Robert  La*h   ......  63   22 

Faith   62   18 


In  examining  the  records,  I  found  them  in  every  case  properly  kept, 
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with  the  exception  of  two  Lodges  in  which  the  Secretaries  had  neglect- 
ed to  record  the  names  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Lodge.  Many  of  the 
records  exhibit  great  neatness  and  even  elegance. 

All  the  Lodges  have  a  copy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitutions,  either 
in  the  hall  or  in  one  of  the  ante-room9.  The  By-Laws  of  each  Lodge 
exhibit  evidence  of  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  except  in  the 
case  of  Star  of  Bethlehem  Lodge  and  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  each  of 
which  has  amended  its  By-Laws,  which  are  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  next  communication,  for  the  approval  of  amend- 
ments. 

The  work  of  the  Lodges,  as  exemplified  before  me  at  my  official 
visits,  though  not  of  uniform  excellence,  accuracy,  and  efficiency 
throughout  the  district,  was  generally  accurate  and  well  performed. 
In  fact,  the  character  of  the  work  and  the  obvious  attainment  of  the 
officers  are  such  that  in  no  Lodge  are  the  services  of  a  Grand  Lecturer 
required.  In  several  of  the  Lodges  the  work  is  rendered  with  such 
accuracy  and  impressiveness  as  to  leave  little  to  be  desired  in  this 
regard.  And,  as  connected  with  this  subject,  I  must  be. permitted  to 
call  to  the  notice  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Lodge  the  fact 
that  at  Mt.  llermon  Lodge,  Med  ford,  I  witnessed  an  examination  of 
the  two  most  recent  initiates  in  the  Lecture  of  the  First  Degree,  pre- 
paratory to  their  admission  to  the  Second  Degree.  The  candidates 
were  placed  near  the  altar,  and  answered  every  question  propounded  to 
them  by  the  Master  with  promptness  and  almost  faultless  accuracy. 
The  entire  examination  was  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  draw  the 
wannest  commendation  from  all  the  members  of  my  suite.  I  trust  that 
this  healthful  practice  of  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  may  be  imitated  by  all 
the  Lodges  in  the  Commonwealth,  for  I  think  there  can  be  no  more 
effective  method  of  diffusing  the  knowledge  and  elevating  the  standard 
of  our  work. 

I  have  granted  but  one  Dispensation  during  the  year  to  confer  the 
Second  and  Third  Degrees  out  of  course,  but  on  separate  nights.  This 
was  to  Robert  Lash  Lodge,  in  June  last,  for  the  benefit  of  Benjamin  P. 
Rider,  and  was  a  case  of  necessity,  if  such  a  case  can  exist.  No  Lodge 
in  the  district  has  appeared  in  public  procession  this  year,  except  at 
the  funeral  ceremonies  of  brethren. 

These  are  the  practical,  points  to  which  I  have  given  attention,  in 
conformity  with  your  instructions.  I  have  uniformly  advised  the 
Lodges  of  this  district  that  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter to  see  them  represented  by  their  proper  officers  at  every  communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  have  also  endeavored  to  urge  a  strict 
adherence  to  the  ancient  landmarks  and  the  general  regulations  of  the 
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Fraternity  in  the  performance  of  all  our  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  in 
all  that  relates  to  the  externals  of  the  Order.  But  I  have  been  impress- 
ed with  the  belief  that  I  should  not  do  justice  to  the  Grand  Master  if, 
in  my  counsels  to  the  Lodges,  I  did  not  pass  upward  from  the  mere 
forms  and  regulations  of  our  great  Fraternity  to  the  higher  plane  of  its 
principles  and  moral  requisitions. 

In  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  office,  by  the  appointment  to 
which  you  have  honored  me,  my  labors  have  been  so  far  cheered  and 
lightened  by  the  able  and  accomplished  brethren  of  my  suite  that  I 
know  not  how  to  return  them  adequate  thanks  for  their  services.  The 
Lodges  of  the  Second  District  have  welcomed  me  as  your  representa- 
tive with  a  hearty  and  uniform  kindness  which  I  can  never  forget.  The 
pleasant  relations  which  I  have  maintained  with  them  for  the  past  two 
years  I  trust  may  be  continued  by  the  appointment  of  another  to  the 
honorable  position  which  I  have  held  by  your  favor,  and  that  of  your 
predecessor,  and  which  I  now  gratefully  resign. 
Respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

TRACY  P  CHEEVER, 

D.D.G.  Matter  Second  Masonic  District 

CHELSEA,  Nov.  IS,  1869. 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 

To  William  Sewall  Gardner,  Esq.,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  tie 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

Drab  Sib  and  Brother,  —  Having  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with 
the  appointment  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  Third  Masonic 
District,  I  most  respectfully  submit  to  you  this  report  of  my  doings. 

The  Charters  of  the  Lodges  are  all  in  a  good  state  of  preservation. 

The  By-Laws  are  well  adapted  for  the  proper  regulation  of  the 
Lodges,  and  have,  no  doubt,  been  properly  approved  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  with  the  exception  of  some  amendments  in  one  or  two  cases. 
It  1  as  been  the  custom  for  some  time  for  the  Grand  Master  to  affix  his 
signature  of  approval  to  them.  In  some  cases,  1  have  not  been  able  to 
find  this,  and  in  no  Lodge  has  the  attestation  of  the  Grand  Secretary 
been  shown  to  me.  I  have  therefore  requested  that  the  By-Laws  of  all 
the  Lodges  in  my  district  shall  be  sent  to  his  office  to  be  properly 
attested  by  him. 

The  records  of  all  the  Lodges  are  correctly  and  carefully  transcribed 
by  brethren  who  seem  to  take  a  commendable  pride  in  presenting  a 
handsome  record ;  and  I  feel  that  it  is  iny  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
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the  Fraternity  a  remarkable  system  of  Lodge  book-keeping,  invented  by 
Brother  William  D.  Barrett,  Secretary  of  Mount  Tabor  Lodge,  East  Boa- 
ton,  exhibiting  at  a  glance  a  brother's  masonic  history  from  the  time  of 
presenting  his  petition  for  the  degrees,  to  the  time  he  ceases  from  any 
cause  to  be  a  member  of  the  Lodge.  On  one  folio  we  have  the  dates 
of  his  application,  his  acceptance,  or  rejection  for  the  degrees;  his  ini- 
tiation, crafting,  or  raising;  his  acceptance  or  rejection  for  member- 
ship ;  an  account  of  his  indebtedness  to  the  Lodge  for  degrees,  mem- 
bership, fees,  quarterages,  or  for  any  cause,  and  the  credits  for  all 
moneys  paid  by  him,  and  his  withdrawal  by  dim  it,  suspension,  expul- 
sion, or  death.  An  inspection  of  this  method  by  Secretaries  will 
convince  them  that  it  is  a  model  of  perspicuity  and  comprehensiveness, 
as  well  as  simplicity. 

The  work  exhibited  throughout  the  district  was  very  satisfactory. 
All  of  the  Worshipful  Masters  are  zealous  in  the  cause  of  Freemasonry. 
Some  of  them  are  men  of  culture  and  ability.  The  officers  generally 
appear  to  be  properly  impressed  with  the  business  in  which  they  are 
engaged ;  and  the  brethren,  preserving  that  decorum  and  attention  to 
the  ceremonies  so  essentially  necessary  to  the  iinpressiveness  of  the 
ritual,  conduce  to  the  exemplification  of  work  worthy  of  high  com- 
mendation. In  the  style  of  work,  there  is  of  course  a  wide  range, 
according  to  the  differences  in  men ;  but  I  may  say  that  I  was  struck 
with  its  remarkable  uniformity  and  correctness. 

The  annual  returns  of  the  Lodges  have  in  every  instance  been 
neatly  and  correctly  prepared,  and  promptly  submitted  on  the  occasion 
of  the  official  visit. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Lodges  in  my  district  once,  and  some  twice, 
officially,  and  others  several  times  informally.  I  have  addressed  all  the 
Lodges  once,  and  some  of  them  twice,  in  relation  to  the  monetary 
affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  urging  upon  them  the  absolute  neces- 
sity existing  for  the  commutation  of  the  "  Members1  tax."  I  have  also 
addressed  a  request  to  each  W.  Master  to  appoint  an  efficient  com- 
mittee to  canvass  the  brethren  of  his  Lodge,  with  a  view  of  making  a 
strong  practical  effort  to  induce  each  brother  to  do  his  part  in  relieving 
his  Lodge  from  the  operation  of  the  tax. 

Thus  far  my  endeavors  have  been  crowned  with  only  partial  success. 
It  is  with  great  satisfaction,  however,  that  I  am  able  to  report  that,  in 
response  to  an  appeal  from  me,  Gate  of  the  Temple  Lodge,  South 
Boston,  voted  at  once  to  assume  the  tax  for  its  161  members,  and  to 
pay  the  amount  of  $1,288  forthwith,  which  I  have  bad  the  pleasure  of 
handing  to  the  Grand  Treasurer.  I  am  assured  by  the  officers  of  the 
Lodges  that  they  will  take  an  interest  in  the  matter,  and  I  trust  that 
their  efforts  will  lead  to  some  substantial  result. 
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I  have  granted  but  few  Dispensations,  and  those  only  for  what  I 
believed  to  be  good  and  sufficient  reasons. 

I  signed  my  name  in  approval  of  an  application  for  a  Dispensation 
for  a  new  Lodge,  to  be  called  Rabbont  Lodge,  to  be  located  in  South 
Boston.  It  was  your  pleasure  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
and  it  affords  me  satisfaction  to  report  that  its  prosperity  has  so  far 
fully  equalled  the  expectations  of  all  who  are  interested  in  its  welfare. 

In  all  my  visits  I  have  been  received  with  personal  courtesy  and  cor- 
diality, as  well  as  with  the  highest  respect  and  consideration,  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  which  you  have  conferred  upon  me, 
with  my  sincere  wishes  for  the  continued  and  increasing  prosperity  of 
your  administration,  I  remain,  most  Worshipful  Sir,  with  respect, 
Truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

BENJAMIN  POPE, 

D.D.  G.M.  Third  Masonic  District. 

South  Boston,  Nov.  1869. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

William  Sew  all  Gardner,  Most  Worthipful  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  my  official 
report  for  the  past  year.  I  have  visited  the  twelve  Lodges  in  the  dis- 
trict, distributed  one  hundred  and  thirty  Diplomas,  and  granted  Dis- 
pensations for  initiates  as  follows :  — 

Belmont  Lodge,  second  and  third  degrees,  one  candidate. 
Putnam  Lodge,  first  and  second  degrees,  one  candidate. 
Mizpah  Lodge,  first,  second,  and  third  degrees,  one  candidate. 
'  Pequossette  Lodge,  third  degree,  one  candidate. 
I  have  also  approved  a  petition  to  establish  Charity  Lodge  at  North 
Cambridge. 

The  Lodges  are  quite  proficient  in  the  work  as  promulgated  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  need  no  instruction  by  the  Grand  Lecturers.  Much 
greater  caution  should  be  exercised  in  proposing  candidates  for  the 
degrees,  there  having  been  fifty  rejections  in  this  district  during  the 
past  year,  nearly  all  of  them  of  persons,  as  near  as  I  could  ascertain, 
unworthy  to  be  admitted  to  the  Masonic  Order. 

More  defined  regulations  are  necessary  in  regard  to  Lodges  confer- 
ring the  degrees  upon  candidates  whose  residence  is  not  in  the  town 
where  the  Lodge  is  held.    A  custom  has  gained  strong  ground  in  con- 
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ferring  degrees  on  such  candidates  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Master  and  Wardens  of  one  or  more  Lodges.  It  oftentimes  happens 
that  there  are  good  and  sufficient  reasons  to  confer  the  degrees  on  an 
alien,  but  the  permit  should  be  indorsed  and  approved  by  the  Deputy 
of  the  district. 

TABULAR  STATEMENT. 

Prawn*  at  time  of  visit 


Lodges. 

Members. 

Initiate*. 

Rejection!. 

Members. 

Visitors. 

Corinthian  . 

01 

1 

.      .  4 

.     24  . 

.  8 

Meridian 

121 

.  13 

.  15 

.  45 

Amicable 

201  . 

8 

.  6 

.  54 

.  70 

Botheeda 

83 

.  10 

.  0 

.  35 

.  15 

Monitor 

19tf 

.  11 

.      .    5  . 

.  76 

.  92 

Putnam 

105 

.  13 

.      .     3  . 

.    48  . 

.  57 

Peqnossette  . 

91 

.  5 

.     0  . 

.    82  . 

.  10 

Dalhousie 

145 

.  10 

.      .    4  . 

.  43 

.  7 

Mt.  Olivet  . 

100 

.  14 

.  4 

.  46 

.  33 

Belmont 

35 

.  13 

.  0 

.  20 

.  45 

Isaac  Parker 

62 

8 

.      .    7  . 

.  85 

.  47 

Mizpah 

77 

0 

.  2 

.  51 

.  54 

1,216 

124 

50 

509 

488 

The  true  masonic  hospitality  flourishes  as  heretofore  among  the 
Lodges  comprising  this  district,  and  I  beg  leave  to  return  to  the  several 
bodies  my  high  appreciation  of  the  hearty  greeting  and  cheerful  wel- 
come which  they  invariably  extend  to  the  representatives  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  honor  of  my  appointment,  believe  me. 
Very  fraternally, 

F.  LYMAN  WINSHIP, 

D.D.G.  Master  Fourth  Masonic  District. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Most  Worship/id  William  Sewall  Gardner,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit 
my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Lodges  composing  the  Fifth 
Masonic  District,  naming  them  in  the  order  in  which  I  visited  them, 
and  the  date  of  visitation. 

John  T.  Heard,  Ipswich,  Sept.  22.  This  Lodge  has  steadily  in- 
creased in  numbers  since  its  organization  in  1864.  Its  officers  and 
members  are  stimulated  by  a  desire  to  bring  the  work  up  to  the  highest 
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standard ;  consequently  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  Uiat  respect 
during  the  last  year. 

The  rooms  occupied  by  the  Lodge  are  not  all  that  could  be  desired, 
but  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  new  hall,  which  will  be  ready 
for  occupation  early  in  the  ensuing  year. 

Tvrian  Lodge,  Gloucester,  October  5.  I  found  this  Lodge  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition,  having  initiated  a  larger  number  during  the 
past  year  than  any  other  Lodge  in  the  district.  Its  officers  are  well 
posted  in  the  ritual  and  lectures,  and  spare  no  pains  to  instruct  those 
who  are  admitted  to  the  Order. 

Ashler  Lodge,  Rockport,  November  8.  I  am  unable  to  give  a 
very  elaborate  account  of  this  Lodge,  as  several  of  the  officers  were 
absent  on  the  evening  of  visitation,  and  no  arrangement  had  been  made 
to  exhibit  the  work.  It  has  admitted  a  large  number  of  candidates, 
considering  the  size  of  the  town  in  which  it  is  located,  and  I  find  that 
it  has  exercised  due  vigilance  in  the  selection  of  its  candidates,  and 
that  only  good  material  has  been  admitted. 

Acacia  Lodge,  Gloucester,  November  12.  This  is  the  youngest 
Lodge  in  this  district.  I  found  it  to  be  in  a  prosperous  and  excellent 
condition.  The  progress  it  has  made  since  its  organization,  which  is  of 
comparatively  recent  date,  is  very  commendable,  and  must  be  very  grat- 
ifying to  its  members. 

A  Dispensation  was  granted  this  Lodge,  Nov.  20,  1868,  to  confer 
the  third  degree  upon  William  Saddler,  who  was  obliged  to  go  to 
California. 

Philanthropic  Lodge,  Marblehead,  November  16.  This  is  the 
oldest  Lodge  in  this  district,  having  received  its  charter  in  1760,  and 
continues  to  deserve  the  excellent  reputation  it  has  heretofore  enjoyed. 
The  brethren  are  thoroughly  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Fraternity, 
and  the  cordial  and  hospitable  manner  in  which  a  visitor  is  received 
makes  a  visit  to  this  Lodge  one  of  great  pleasure ;  and  under  the  lead- 
ership of  its  present  Master,  it  must  continue  to  prosper. 

A  Dispensation  was  granted  this  Lodge,  Sept.  8,  1868,  to  confer  the 
degrees  upon  Joseph  W.  Bessom,  who  is  a  mariner,  and  was  unable  to 
remain  at  home  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  enable  him  to  receive  the 
degrees  in  regular  order. 

Amity  Lodge,  Dan  vera,  November  19.  The  growth  of  this  Lodge 
has  been  very  rapid,  numbering  at  the  present  time  one  hundred  and 
thirty  members.  It  maintains  its  high  reputation  for  work,  and  under 
its  present  officers  the  interests  of  the  Lodge  will  not  be  endangered 
by  imprudence  or  neglect. 

Liberty  Lodge,  Beverly,  Noveml  er  22.  There  is  no  Lodge  in 
this  district  where  harmony  and  unanimity  of  sentiment  prevail  to  a 
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greater  extent  than  among  the  brethren  of  this  Lodge,  and  I  am  con- 
fident that  by  no  act  of  theirs  will  the  fair  escutcheon  of  our  Order  ever 
become  tarnished. 

The  officers  understand  their  duties,  and  no  one  will  ever  regret  a 
visit  to  Liberty  Lodge. 

Essex  Lodgk,  Salem,  November  23.  The  record  of  this  old  Lodge 
is  too  well  known  to  require  any  commendation  from  me.  No  Lodge 
has  a  more  honorable  record,  arid  among  its  members  may  be  found 
some  of  the  oldest  and  most  influential  citizens  in  this  vicinity.  The 
work  in  this  Lodge  is  of  a  high  standard. 

Jordan  Lodge,  Peabody,  November  24.  This  Lodge  is  composed 
of  excellent  material,  and  is  deserving  of  the  high  reputation  it  has 
heretofore  enjoyed.  The  influence  which  it  is  exerting  iu  its  vicinity  is 
very  salutary  and  beneficial,  and  no  Lodge  in  this  district  stands  higher 
in  the  estimation  of  the  public.  In  the  list  of  members  we  find  the 
name  of  that  true-hearted  masonic  brother,  Gen.  William  Sutton,  who 
has  endeared  himself  to  every  Mason  by  his  genial  disposition,  and 
who,  by  his  many  acts  of  kindness  and  great  liberality,  has  become 
eminently  conspicuous  among  his  brethren. 

Starr  King  Lodge,  Salem,  November  2C.  A  Lodge  compara- 
tively young,  numbering  nearly  one  hundred  members.  It  has  done 
but  a  small  amount  of  work  the  past  year,  but  what  it  has  done  has 
been  done  well.  The  brethren  are  fully  awake  to  the  interests  of  the 
Order,  and  make  every  exertion  to  carry  out  those  great  principles 
which  should  ever  govern  the  members  of  our  Institution. 

The  following  table  will  present  a  better  and  more  comprehensive  * 
view  of  the  general  condition  of  the  Lodges  in  this  district  than  can 
be  found  in  the  brief  manner  in  which  I  have  alluded  to  them  above. 


Lodge*.                                        No.  Members.  Present  at  Visitation. 

Philanthropic   105   57 

Tyrlan     ........  148   62 

Essex   179   08 

Jordan   112   78 

Liberty   143   84 

AsMer   115   18 

Amity   130   43 

Starr  King   93   80 

John  T.  Heard      ...*..  84   37 

Acacia   77   45 


1,186  602 

Thus  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  whole  number  of  affiliated  Masons 
in  the  Fifth  District  is  eleven  hundred  and  eighty-six  (1,186),  being  an 
increase  compared  with  the  previous  year  of  fifty-three  (53),  while  the 
number  of  initiates  is  thirty-six  (36)  less. 
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The  Lodges  bare  been  prosperous,  and  most  of  tbem  have  very  com- 
modious rooms.  Tbe  records,  with  one  exception,  have  been  very  neatly 
and  accurately  kept,  and  reflect  great  credit  on  the  efficient  Secretaries. 

Several  of  tbe  Lodges  appeared  in  public  procession  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  June,  in  Newburyport,  but  no  Dispensation  was  obtained 
from  me,  as  it  was  understood  that  the  Lodges  located  in  Newburyport, 
having  obtained  permission  to  celebrate  that  occasion,  no  further  Dis- 
pensation  was  necessary. 

Before  closing  my  report,  I  desire  to  present  my  sincere  thanks  to 
those  brethren  who  have  assisted  me  in  my  labors  this  season,  and 
especially  to  Bro.  Henry  A.  Brown,  who  has  accompanied  me  in  my 
visits  throughout  tbe  district. 

My  visits  have  been  a  source  of  great  personal  pleasure,  and  in  every 
Lodge  have  I  been  received  as  your  representative  with  the  utmost  cor- 
diality. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  tender  you  my  grateful  acknowledgments 
for  the  uniform  kindness  I  have  ever  received  at  your  hands,  and  for 
the  honor  conferred  in  selecting  me  for  this  important  position. 
With  great  repect,  I  sm  sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  PEIRSON, 

D.D.G.  Master  Fifth  Masonic  District. 


81XTH  DISTRICT. 

To  Wm.  S.  Gardner,  Esq.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mea- 
tachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, —  Herewith  I  hand  you  my  fourth  annual 
report,  covering  a  brief  account  of  my  official  acts  during  the  past 
year. 

St.  John  Baptist's  Day,  June  24,  was  celebrated  at  Newburyport  in 
this  district  in  a  most  appropriate  and  becoming  manner,  on  which 
occasion  I  was  present  (at  your  request)  with  a  full  delegation  of  De- 
puty Grand  Officers.  Everything  was  done  by  our  brethren  to  make 
the  occasion  profitable  and  pleasant,  and  I  am  happy  to  add  that  the 
celebration  was  a  complete  success. 

On  Monday,  Oct.  13, 1  made  my  official  visit  to  Tuscan  Lodge,  Law- 
rence. This  Lodge  is  prospering  in  every  respect ;  its  growth  has  in- 
deed been  remarkable.  With  officers  well  fitted  for  their  positions, 
with  a  large  and  united  membership,  it  ranks  among  the  first  Lodges  in 
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the  "  good  old  Commonwealth."    After  the  official  examinations  were 
concluded,  I  installed  (publicly)  the  newly  elected  officers  of  this  Lodge, 
and  made  an  address;   There  was  present,  to  add  to  the  interest  of  the  • 
occasion,  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island*  together  with 
several  brethren  from  the  same  jurisdiction. 

On  the  following  evening,  I  visited  Charles  C.  Dame  Lodge,  George- 
town. Like  all  my  former  visits,  this  also  was  a  pleasant  one.  After  the 
usual  examinations,  I  witnessed  their  work,  which  it  is  but  justice  to  say 
was  substantially  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  was  both  eloquent  and 
impressive.   The  Lodge  is  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition. 

On  Monday,  Oct.  26,  I  made  my  annual  visit  to  Merrimack  Lodge, 
Haverhill.  This  was  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  its  oldest  Past 
Master,  the  Hon.  Moses  Wingate,  who,  after  the  lapse  of  one  hundred 
years,  was  able  to  be  present  in  the  Lodge  Room,  and  was  seated  in  the 
East,  while  his  son,  the  Rev.  Charles  Wingate,  received  the  first  degree. 
Probably  never  before  in  the  history  of  our  Order,  and  perhaps  never 
again  will  such  an  interesting  event  occur.  The  day  seemed  by  com- 
mon consent  transformed  into  a  holiday;  the  schools  were  dismissed,  and 
the  citizens  generally  joined  in  demonstrations  of  respect,  while  this 
aged  and  honorable  Mason  rode  from  bis  residence  to  the  hall.  I 
regret  that  I  did  not  reach  Haverhill  in  season  to  witness  these  interest- 
ing and  impressive  ceremonies.  I  need  Only  say  that  Merrimack 
Lodge  continues  in  a  satisfactory  manner  to  perform  its  work.  It*  offi- 
cers are  courteous  and  obliging,  and  I  am  sure  are  admirably  fitted  for 
their  respective  positions, 

Friday  evening,  Nov.  26,  I  visited  Grecian  Lodge,  Lawrence,  care- 
fully examined  its  records,  and  witnessed  work  on  the  first  degree  by 
its  newly  elected  officers,  who  had,  just  previous  to  this  visit,  been  in- 
stalled. The  work  was  excellent.  This  Lodge  is  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition, and  being  the  oldest,  must  witness  with  pride  and  pleasure  the 
success  of  our  Order  in  this  young,  enterprising,  and  rapidly  growing 
city.  Already  has  a  Dispensation  been  issued  for  a  new  Lodge,  the 
third,  in  a  city  whose  site  less  than  thirty  years  ago  was  a  comparative 
wilderness. 

On  the  evening  of  Monday,  Nov.  29,  I  was  present  (officially)  with 
Saggahew  Lodge,  Haverhill.  The  work  (that  of  the  third  degree) 
was  admirably  gone  through  with.  This  Lodge  is  making  commenda- 
ble progress,  and  is  well  officered. 

On  the  following  evening,  Nov.  30, 1  made  the  official  visit  to  St. 
Mark's,  Newbury  port.  The  records  of  this  Lodge  bear  'evidence  of 
the  zeal  of  the  brethren,  in  propagating  genuine  Masonry.  Its  work 
is,  with  a  few  verbal  changes,  that  laid  down  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  And 
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I  am  persuaded  that  the  influence  which  our  brethren  in  Newburyport 
are  exerting  is  at  once  salutary  and  beneficial.  I  was  on  this  occasion 
the  recipient  of  the  same  courtesy  which  as  your  representative  has 
always  been  shown  me  here.  Several  brethren  from  Rhode.  Island  were 
present  at  this  visitation,  and  were  exceedingly  gratified  at  the  courtesy 
and  attention  shown  them. 

On  account  of  my  removal  from  the  State,  I  was  unable  to  visit  all 
the  Lodges  in  the  district.  And,  therefore,  in  accordance  with  a  provi- 
sion of  the  Grand  Constitutions,  and  with  your  approval,  I  deputized  W. 
Past  Master  Nason,  of  Lawrence,  to  visit  St.  John's,  Newburyport ; 
Warren,  Amesbury ;  St.  Matthew's,  Andover ;  John  Hancock,  Methu- 
en ;  and  Bethany,  West  Amesbury ;  which  duties  I  am  happy  to  learn  he 
discharged  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Lodges  and  highly  creditable 
to  himself. 

I  have  granted  but  few  Dispensationsttaring  the  year,  and  have  signed 
a  recommendation  for  one  new  Lodge,  viz.,  that  at  Lawrence. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  present,  in  behalf  of  the  brethren  of  Tuscan 
Lodge,  Lawrence,  to  their  retiring  Master,  W.  Daniel  Nason,  a  beau- 
tiful Past  Master's  jewel,  and  to  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Bro.  Henry  Cooke 
(now  pastor  of.  the  Bethel  Church,  Boston),  a  gold  chain  with  appro- 
priate emblems. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  my  brethren  of  the  district  for  the 
attention  and  kindness  which  they  have  shown  me.  I  shall  always  re- 
member them  with  pleasure,  and  invoke  upon  them  the  blessings  of 
"  Him  without  whom  nothing  is  strong,  nothing  is  holy."  Thanking 
you,  Most  Worshipful,  for  your  continued  manifestations  of  confidence 
and  esteem, 

I  am,  with  assurances  of  the  highest  personal  regard. 
Yours  fraternally, 

LEMUEL  A.  BISHOP, 

D.D.G.M.  Sixth  District. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  William  Saw  all  Gardxkr,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dbar  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith 
my  first  annual  report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  Seventh 
Masonic  District. 
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I  have  vjsited  officially  every  Lodge  in  the  district  once  at  least,  and 
as  your  representative  have  invariably  been  received  by  the  brethren 
with  the  utmost  courtesy  and  kindness. 

With,  pie  exception,  all  of  the  Lodges  under  my  charge  are  in  a 
healthy  and  prosperous  condition ;  the  officers  are  all  active  and  zeal- 
ous, and  familiar  with  their  respective  duties,  contending  only  in  that 
noble  sense  of  emulation  of  "  who  best  can  work  and  best  agree/1 
Were  it  not  that  comparisons  are  often  found  to  be  odious,  I  should 
particularize. 

The  work  throughout  the  district  will  compare  favorably  with  any 
in  the  jurisdiction,  and  your  familiarity  with  it,  derived  from  personal 
observation  during  successive  years  of  masonic  service  in  various  dis- 
tinguished capacities,  precludes  the  necessity  of  my  calling  attention  to 
any  slight  variations  from  ithe  Grand  Lodge  requirements  which  may 
exist  in  some  Lodges. 

You  will  observe,  by  examining  the  customary  tabular  statement  an- 
nexed, that  the  amount  of  work  performed  is  one  third  less  than  that  of 
last  year. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  ascribe  any  reasons  for  this  until  I  am  able  to 
compare  it  with  the  returns  from  other  districts. 

I  regret  that  an  imperative  sense  of  duty  compels  me  to  withhold  all 
commendations  from  Aurora  Lodge,  of  Fitchburg,  whose  usefulness  as  a 
Lodge  has  practically  and  entirely  been  suspended  for  more  than  a 
year  past. 

The  officers  are  faithful  and  true.  I  am  unable  to  learn  that  there  is 
any  party  feeling  or  differences  of  opinion  in  the  Lodge,  concerning 
any  of  those  subjects  which  so  often  agitate  communities,  and  which, 
although  strictly  forbidden  within  our  walls,  as  we  all  know,  have  often- 
times made  their  impress,  and  detracted  from  the  well  being  of  the 
Lodge  as  well  as  the  good  of  the  Fraternity. 

It  appears  that  some  of  the  brethren  who  have  been  disappointed  in 
the  result  of  the  ballot  in  some  cases  have,  by  a  persistent  use  and 
abuse  of  this  great  prerogative,  undertaken  to  force  the  Lodge  to  ad- 
mit certain  applicants  who  have  been  rejected  repeatedly  during  a  term 
of  years. 

As  your  official  representative,  I  have  firmly  but  kindly  admonished 
them  that  they  are  guilty  of  highly  unmasonic  conduct  in  suspending 
the  usefulness  of  the  Lodge,  as  well  as  abusing  their  sacred  privilege ; 
and  if  persisted  in,  the  rights  of  the  Lodge  must  and  will  be  maintain- 
ed and  respected,  and  the  guilty  parties  subjected  to  the  extreme  pen- 
alties.     I  trust  that    Aurora  Lodge,  venerable  in  years,  honored 
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as  sbe  has  been  in  the  past,  will  resume  her  usefulness  and  former  posi- 
tion among  her  sister  Lodges. 

Referring  to  your  circular  letter  of  August  30th,  I  am  pleased  to  in- 
form you  that  each  Lodge  in  the  district  is  provided  with  the  proper 
furniture,  to  meet  every  requirement  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  records  are  uniformly  full  and  well  kept,  and  most  of  them  are 
models  of  neatness  and  detail. 

For  good  and  sufficient  reasons  adduced,  I  have  granted  seven  Dis- 
pensations, as  follows :  — 

January  9th,  to  William  Parkman  Lodge,  Winchester,  to  confer  the 
second  and  third  degrees  on  Brother  Frank  M.  Stone. 

March  8th,  to  Caleb  Butler  Lodge  of  South  Groton,  to  confer  the 
second  degree  on  Brothers  Charles  F.  Rand  and  E.  O.  Harlow. 

April  5th,  to  Ancient  York  Lodge  of  Lowell,  to  confer  the  third 
degree  on  Brother  John  D.  Morse. 

May  5th,  to  Mount  Horeb  Lodge  of  Woburn,  to  confer  the  third 
degree  on  Brother  Walter  Whitney. 

June  3d,  to  Pentucket  Lodge  of  Lowell,  to  confer  the  third  degree 
on  Brothers  Manlius  Knowles  and  A.  L.  Decater. 

June  9th,  to  William  North  Lodge  of  Lowell,  to  confer  the  third 
degree  on  Brother  W.  A.  Stoddard. 

November  22 d,  to  Aurora  Lodge  of  Fitchburg,  to  confer  the  second 
degree  on  Brother  J.  H.  Wilkins.. 

No  Lodge  in  this  district  has  appeared  in  public  procession  during 
the  year  except  in  the  performance  of  burial  service  by  request,  and  no 
Dispensation  therefor  has  been  asked. 

A  strict  construction  of  Section  VI.  Part  V.  of  the  Grand  Consti- 
tutions would  seem  to  require  permission  to  appear  on  every  occasion* 

The  following  statistics  are  submitted  as  a  matter  of  record,  and  may 
be  of  interest  to  many  of  the  Craft :  — 
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Present  «t 
Official  Visit 

Lodges  «n4  Location.  1B6S. 
Saint  Paul's.  Grotoa      .     .  48 
Aurora,  Fitchburg   ...  GO 

Pentucket,  Lowell  ...  128 
Ancient  York,  Lowell  80 
Mount  Horeb,  Wobura  .  ,  48 
Caleb  Butler,  South  Groton  .  30 
William  I'arkman,  Winchester  70 
Charts*  W.  Moore,  Fitchburg .  18 
Kilwinning,  Lowell  .  .  19 
William  North,  Lowell    .     .  00 
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As  will  readily  be  perceived,  the  commutations  are  exceedingly 
small,  and  for  the  credit  of  the  Seventh  District  I  regret  it;  yet  inas- 
much as  twenty-four  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  in  this  district  have 
commuted,  I  think  that  our  standing  will  be  well  up  on  the  average. 

I  have  strong  hopes  that  when  the  Craft  are  fully  informed  of  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  last  communication,  with  reference 
to  commutations,  and  of  the  great  benefits  accruing  from  prompt  ac- 
tion thereon,  that  they  will  come  forward  with  renewed  seal,  and  avail 
themselves  of  this  their  last  opportunity  to  commute  the  Capitation 
Tax,  which  may  be  done  by  paying  seven  dollars  before  July  1,  1870 ; 
after  which  time,  by  the  aforesaid  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  no  com- 
mutations will  be  allowed.  The  tax  will  be  absolute  for  ten  years  from 
date,  on  every  affiliated  Mason  in  the  jurisdiction,  one  dollar  per  year. 

Hoping  that  another  year  will  enable  you  and  your  coadjutors,  by  the 
help  of  the  brethren,  to  relieve  our  Institution  from  her  financial  em- 
barrassments, and  thanking  you  for  the  high  honor  which  you  were 
pleased  to  confer  upon  me,  I  remain 

Yours  truly  and  fraternally, 

HENRY  P.  PERKINS, 

D.D.G.M.  Seventh  Masonic  District. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

To  William  S.  Gabdwer,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing as  my  report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Eighth  Dis- 
trict, for  the  year  ending  August  3JL,  1869. 
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In  my  official  visits  to  the  several  Lodges  of  this  district,  I  hare 
been  courteously  and  respectfully  received  as  your  representative. 

My  investigations  have  satisfied  roe  that  great  caution  and  care  have 
been  observed  by  the  Lodges  in  the  selection  of  their  candidates,  and 
that  they  are  firmly  resolved  that  the  standard  of  qualification  for  ad- 
mission into  our  Fraternity  shall  not  be  lowered. 

The  Lodge  rooms  of  all  the  Lodges  appear  to  be  well  protected,  in 
good  condition,  and  properly  furnished.  Upon  a  careful  inspection  of 
the  records,  I  find  them  exceedingly  well  kept  and  cared  for. 

In  most  of  the  Lodges  the  work  is  well  up  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  Perhaps  in  one  or  two  cases  the  services  of  a  Grand 
Lecturer  would  be  beneficial. 

I  have  granted  two  Dispensations  to  confer  a  part  of  the  degrees  in 
less  than  the  constitutional  time,  to  enable  the  Lodges  to  finish  work 
upon  candidates  that  were  about  to  leave  town  for  an  indefinite  period. 
One  to  Pacific  Lodge,  for  D.  W.  C.  Perry,  who  was  passed  and  raised 
June  22,  and  one  to  Republican  Lodge,  for  Thomas  Skinner,  who  was 
passed  June  21,  and  raised  February  4. 

The  number  in  this  district  who  have  commuted  their  capitation  tax, 
as  provided  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  far  exceeds  all  that  baa  been  done  in 
the  matter  heretofore.  In  Orange  Lodge,  ninety-six  out  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  members,  and  in  Pacific  Lodge,  eighty-four  out  of 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  members,  with  a  few  from  other  Lodges', 
have  commuted  the  tax,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  privilege  of 
commutation  could  be  extended  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  most  of  the 
Lodges  in  the  district  would  do  likewise. 

I  have  granted  no  Dispensation  to  any  Lodge  to  appear  in  public  pro- 
cession during  the  year,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  any  has  done  so,  ex- 
cept to  attend  the  funeral  of  its  deceased  members. 

The  matters  contained  in  your  circular  of  August  30  have  been  care- 
fully noted  and  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Lodges,  and  in  but  one 
or  two  instances  have  I  found  any  deviation  from  the  established  cus- 
toms, and  a  kindly  suggestion  to  remind  them  of  their  neglect  will 
undoubtedly  prove  all  sufficient. 

The  utmost  harmony  prevails  among  all  the  brethren  in  all  the 
Lodges,  except  Star  Lodge,  where  there  is  some  unpleasantness  and 
misunderstanding  which  I  hope  will  soon  be  removed. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  through  you  to  express  ,  my  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  officers  and  members  of  the  several  Lodges  of  the 
Eighth  District,  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy  tliat  they  hare 
extended  to  me  during  my  intercourse  with  them,  having  been  always 
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received  with  that  cordiality  which  has  ever  been  a  distinguishing  fea- 
ture of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  the  appointment  of  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  I  remain 

Fraternally  yours, 

A.  J.  CLARK, 

D.D.  G.M.  Eighth  Masonic  District, 

Orange. 


NINTH  DISTRICT. 

To  William  S.  Gardner,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  this  my 
first  report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Ninth  Masonic 
District,  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1869. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Lodges  in  this  district,  including  those  work- 
ing under  a  Dispensation,  and  find  them  all  enjoying  a  reasonable 
degree  of  prosperity,  with  the  exception  of  one  Lodge,  which  appears 
to  be  under  a  cloud,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  soon  come  out  from  under 
it  into  the  sunshine  of  prosperity.  I  have  witnessed  an  exemplification 
of  the  work  in  all  the  Lodges,  and  find  it  correct  with  the  exception  of 
the  three  mentioned  in  my  supplementary  report.  Globe  Lodge,  under 
Dispensation,  located  at  Hinsdale,  is  doing  remarkably  well,  and  I 
would  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted  upon  proper  application. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  Upton  Lodge,  also  under  Dispensation,  located 
in  Cheshire. 

There  has  not  been  quite  as  many  initiated  in  this  district  this  year 
as  last,  but  the  number  of  members  has  been  .slightly  increased,  owing 
to  many  who  have  been  suspended  from  membership,  paying  up  their 
dues  and  being  reinstated. 

I  have  found  much  pleasure  in  my  visits  to  the  Lodges,  and  have  been 
received  with  great  kindness  and  courtesy  by  the  brethren,  and  I  trust 
with  mutual  profit  to  all  concerned. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me  by  my 
appointment  as  deputy, 

I  am  very  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 
DANIEL  UPTON, 

D.D.G.M.  Ninth  Masonic  District. 

Adams,  Nov.  25,  1869. 
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TENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  William  S.  Gardner,  Af.TP.  Grand  Matter  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mat- 
sachusettg. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Tenth  Masonic  District,  which  comprises 
twelve  Lodges. 

I  have  been  unable  on  account  of  business  to  visit  personally  all  of 
the  Lodges  in  this  district,  but  from  previous  visits  and  acquaintance 
with  the  officers  of  the  various  Lodges,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  each  Lodge  is  conforming  strictly  to  the  ritual  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
I  am  confident  no  district  within  this  jurisdiction  is  in  any  better  condi- 
tion on  this  point  than  the  Tenth.  Therefore  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  particularize  each  Lodge,  but  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  commend  each 
Lodge  on  my  visitations  for  improvements  noticed,  and  requested  a  con- 
tinuance of  zeal  as  manifested  during  the  past  year. 

Mount  Tom  Lodge,  Holyoke,  has  materially  Improved  its  hall,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  best  in  the  district,  and  very  handsomely  furnished, 
which  reflects  great  credit  upon  its  members. 

Mount  Holyoke  Lodge,  South  Hadley  Falls  (U.D.),  is  an  offspring 
from  Mount  Tom  Lodge,  doing  its  work  well  on  a  goodly  number  of 
candidates,  and  is  in  good  hands.  Being  unable  to  visit  several  of  tho 
Lodges  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  district,  I  requested  W.  Bro.  Geo. 
Robinson,  of  Palmer,  to  perform  that  duty,  which  he  has  done  most  ac- 
ceptably, and  his  annexed  report  shows  the  condition  of  Lodges  in 
that  part  of  the  district.  I  also  authorized  W.  Bro.  S.  B.  Spooner  of 
Springfield  to  visit  the  Lodges  in  that  city,  who  confirms  previous  good 
reports  from  those  Lodges. 

By  invitation  the  officers,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  several  Lodges  in  this,  and  a  number  of  officers  of  the 
Eighth  District,  met  at  Northampton,  Oct.  28,  with  Jerusalem  Lodge, 
who  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  hall  for  the  purpose  of  instruc- 
tion and  witnessing  an  exemplification  of  the  work  and  lectures  by 
Lodges  which  had  been  selected  for  that  purpose.  W.  Bro.  Cephas 
Brigham,  Grand  Lecturer,  was  with  us  and  imparted  all  necessary  in- 
struction upon  the  three  degrees  as  they  were  worked  at  the  close 
of  each  section.  The  degrees  were  conferred  by  the  following 
Lodges :  —  the  first  by  Chicopee  Lodge,  of  Chicopee ;  the  second  by 
Roswell  Lee  Lodge,  of  Springfield ;  the  third  by  Jerusalem  Lodge,  of 
Northampton,  each  Lodge  performing  the  work  assigned  to  the  accept- 
ance of  all  present,  and  receiving  any  and  all  OOfreoliottf  in  a  truly 
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masonic  spirit.  At  the  close  of  the  second  degree,  all  were  invited  to 
partake  of  what  proved  to  be  a  very  bountiful  collation,  provided  by  Je- 
rusalem Lodge,  and  to  which  ample  justice  was  done.  Work  resumed, 
the  evening  was  spent  upon  the  third  degree,  and  remarks  from  W.  Bro. 
Brigham,  highly  commending  the  labors  of  the  day ;  also  many  officers 
~  expressed  themselves  highly  satisfied  with  the  meetings,  and  it  was  voted 
to  meet  again  next  year  at  such  time  and  place  as  should  be  found  con- 
venient for  the  Lodges  of  this  district. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  W.  Bros. 
Robinson  and  Spooner  for  valuable  aid  rendered ;  also  to  the  brethren 
of  the  several  Lodges  in  the  district  for  the  courteous  manner  in  which 
we  have  been  received  during  our  official  visits. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred  in  appointing  me  one  of  your 
deputies,  I  remain, 

Yours  fraternally, 

D.  W.  CRAFTS. 

Northampton,  Dec.  1,  1869. 


Palmer,  December  11,  1869. 
R.W.  Bho.  D.  W.  Crafts,  D.D.G.M.  Tenth  Masonic  District. 

You  requested  me  to  visit  for  you  five  Lodges,  viz. :  Hayden  of 
Brookfield,  Eden  of  Ware,  Quaboag  of  Warren,  Thomas  of  Palmer, 
and  Day  Spring  of  Monson.  I  have  attended  to  the  duties  with  much 
pleasure  to  myself,  and  report  them  in  very  good  condition  considering 
their  history,  four  of  them  (all  but  Thomas)  having  been  burned  out 
with  more  or  less  loss.  All  are  now  in  good  halls,  Hayden  and 
Quaboag  having  elegant  apartments.  All  are  well  fitted  up,  showing 
in  their  outfit  and  in  their  work  a  just  pride  in  the  Masonic  Institution, 
while  their  attention  to  the  business  details  of  their  Lodges  and  the 
spirit  of  harmony  and  good  will  manifest  among  the  brethren,  attest  its 
beneficent  results  and  guarantee  their  success.  Eden  Lodge,  of  Ware, 
requires  an  E.  A.  or  F.  C.  to  pass  an  examination  in  open  Lodge,  in 
those  degrees,  before  being  advanced.  Under  this  regulation  candi- 
dates are  certain  to  make  suitable  proficiency.  My  thanks  are  due  to 
the  brethren  of  the  above  named  Lodges  for  their  kindly  attention  dur- 
ing my  visits  to  them.  Thanking  you  for  the  pleasure  your  request  has 
conferred  upon  me,  I  am 

Truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

GEORGE  ROBINSON. 
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ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  William  S.  Gahdnek,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mo*- 
sachusetts. 

My  Dear  Sib  and  Brother,  —  In  assuming  the  duties  of  my  pres- 
ent position,  it  was  not  without  some  misgivings  of  my  own  ability  to 
discharge  the  very  important  duties  in  a  manner  alike  satisfactory  to 
yourself  and  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  Craft.  But  feeling  it  a 
duty  to  shrink  from  nothing  where  good  can  be  accomplished,  I  here- 
with submit  my  Report  for  the  Eleventh  Masonic  District. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  among  the  Lodges  in  this  dis- 
trict an  exceedingly  good  feeling  prevails,  and  that  they  are  apparently 
enjoying  a  high  degree  of  prosperity,  and  becoming  more  and  more 
useful  to  their  brethren  and  fellows.  I  have  officially  visited  each 
Lodge,  either  for  the  purpose  of  installing  their  officers  (at  their  re- 
quest), or  by  a  regular  official  visit,  having  departed  from  the  custom  of 
installing  officers  and  making  an  official  visit  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
the  better  to  enable  me  to  carefully  inspect  or  instruct  the  Lodge.  I 
find  an  earnest  and  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  every  Lodge,  that  there 
may  be  established  a  proper  and  more  uniform  manner  of  doing  busi- 
ness and  work,  and  more  than  this  that  the  records  may  be  more  uniform 
and  masonically  correct. 

On  the  occasion  of  my  official  visit,  the  number  present  were  as  fol- 
lows :  — 


Lodgw.  Brethren.  Mwitfwf*. 


4ft 

Mount  Zion  . 

38 

26 

21 

53 

Wilder   

13 

15 

31 

18 

IS 

Doric  

6 

7 

35 

Si 

20 

My  visits  to  Doric,  Wilder,  and  Quinebaug  Lodges  were  made  at 
special  meetings,  and  in  some  cases  at  so'  short  a  notice  that  some  mem- 
bers residing  at  a  distance  failed  to  receive  their  notice.  In  Doric 
Lodge  there  was  a  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  time  of  my  visit, 
which  accounts  for  the  small  number  present  in  this,  one  of  the  best 
Lodges  in  the  district. 

I  do  not  find  the  services  of  a  Grand  Lecturer  needed  in  any  of  the 
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Lodges,  although  I  have  recommended  to  several  Masters  the  propri- 
ety of  consulting  the  Grand  Lecturer  on  some  mooted  points. 

I  have  granted  during  the  year  two  Dispensations  for  the  conferring 
of  degrees  to  Montacute  Lodge,  of  Worcester;  one  to  Trinity  Lodge, 
of  Clinton,  to  appear  in  public  procession  and  perform  the  funeral  obse- 
quies of  a  deceased  brother.  Other  requests  for  Dispensations  have 
been  refused ;  the  reasons  alleged  for  them  did  not  seem  to  me  sufficient 
to  warrant  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Craft.  I  have  installed  the  officers  of  all  the  Lodges  where  the  elections 
have  been  held  previous  to  this  Report.  Those  of  Doric,  St.  Bernard, 
Wilder,  Quinebaug,  Mount  Zion,  and  Montacute  have  been  public. 
There  is  a  good  feeling  in  all  the  subordinate  Lodges  toward  the  Grand 
Lodge,  but  no  prospect,  in  my  opinion,  of  any  general  commuting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  assessment,  except  by  such  Lodges  as  have  already  done 
so  for  their  members.  They  will  continue  the  same  policy  for  all  that 
may  be  added. 

There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  work  of  the  Lodges,  each  one 
striving  to  have  business  and  work  done  just  right.  It  has  been  my  pur- 
pose to  carefully  observe  all  the  instructions  you  have  given  me,  and 
can  say  that  in  all  cases  where  I  have  not  specially  mentioned  above, 
the  Lodges  were  already  correct  or  at  once  took  the  necessary  steps  to 
become  so.  I  would  recommend  a  new  division  of  Districts  No.  Ten 
and  Eleven,  as,  at  present  constituted,  this  district  is  very  inconvenient 
to  visit,  no  matter  where  the  deputy  may  be  located. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  tender  you  my  thanks  for  the  confidence 
you  have  reposed  in  me.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  several  Lodges  for  their  cordial  greeting  always  given  me, 
and  particularly  those  brethren  who  have  so  often  accompanied  me, 
together  with  the  Lodges  of  my  own  city,  which  have  extended  their 
generous  and  cordial  support.  I  am  respectfully  and 
Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  G.  REED, 
District  Deputy  of  the  Eleventh  Masonic  District, 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

To  William  S.  Gardner,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  According  to  the  requirements  of  our 
Constitutions,  I  herewith  submit  the  Report  of  my  doings  (in  brief)  as 
D.D.G.M.  of  the  Twelfth  Masonic  District,  in  which  capacity  you 
deemed  proper  to  place  me. 
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All  of  the  Lodges  in  the  district  I  have  personally  officially  visited, 
and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  a  commendable  degree  of  correctness 
in  the  ritual  of  our  work  in  all  cases,  and  in  some  of  the  Lodges  an 
exceedingly  pleasant,  smooth,  and  prompt  rendering. 

On  the  26th  of  April  last,  I  received  printed  copies  of  the  address 
delivered  by  the  Grand  Master  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  March  10, 
1869,  and  distributed  them  throughout  the  district,  and  I  am  convinced 
that  this  address  has  had  a  salutary  effect  in  rendering  it  more  pleasant 
for  Lodges  to  collect  the  dues  from  the  brethren,  and  in  exciting  a 
greater  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  Lodges  to  come  forward  and  bear 
their  part  in  the  burden  which  we  find  imposed  upon  us.  In  this  con- 
nection let  me  report  all  of  the  Lodges  in  the  Twelfth  District,  save 
one,  have  paid  the  amount  due  from  them,  Blackstone  River  Lodge  pay- 
ing an  assessment  amount  only  equal  to  such  sum  as  had  been  actually 
paid  in  by  about  one  third  of  its  members. 

I  have  granted  no  Dispensations  during  the  time  I  have  been  in 
office. 

The  number  of  initiates  the  past  year  is  not  so  large  as  in  the  year 
preceding,  notwithstanding  Middlesex  Lodge  has  been  added  to  the 
district. 

All  of  my  official  relations  have  been  exceedingly  pleasant,  and  on 
the  part  of  the  brethren  most  cordial,  which  has  rendered  the  duties  of 
my  office  agreeable. 

Subjoined  is  the  report  in  detail  of  such  matters  as  were  desired 
by  the  Grand  Master  as  made  known  by  official  circular,  (not  noting 
where  conformity  or  other  circumstance  renders  it  unnecessary.) 


Lodges. 

Members. 

No.  prei 

Middlesex  .... 

.  37 

90 

U 

.      .      .      .      17  . 

20 

.  100 

00 

35 

23 

.      .      .      35  . 

43 

.  77 

S3 

21 

No  Lodge  in  the  district  has  appeared  in  public  procession  for  other 
purpose  than  the  burial  of  its  dead.    Respectfully  submitted. 
Fraternally  yours, 

GEORGE  E.  STACY, 

D.D.G.M.  Twelfth  District. 

Milford,  Nov.  29,  1869. 
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THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  William  Sew  all  Gabdner,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  as 
D.D.G.  Master  of  the  Thirteenth  Masonic  District. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitutions,  and  in 
conformity  with  your  circular  letter  of  August  30,  1869,  I  have  visited 
every  Lodge  within  the  limits  of  my  district,  and  carefully  inspected 
the  work,  records,  and  other  matters  appertaining  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  report,  in  general  terms,  the  excellent 
condition  of  the  Lodges  everywhere  evinced. 

The  work  as  exemplified  indicates  careful  attention  to  the  ritual  on 
the  part  of  the  officers,  and  in  nearly  every  case  is  a  close  approxima- 
tion to  the  Grand  Lodge  work.  The  work  of  Ionic  Lodge,  Taunton, 
I  have  never  seen  surpassed  in  any  Lodge.  This  is  a  young  Lodge, 
composed  largely  of  young  and  enthusiastic  Masons,  evidently  disposed 
to  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  perfection.  AH  seem  to  take  a 
lively  interest  in  the  work,  and  the  result,  as  might  be  expected  from  such 
a  condition  of  things,  is  exceedingly  gratifying. 

The  whole  number  initiated  in  all  the  Lodges  is  twenty  in  excess  of 
the  previous  year.    The  aggregate  membership  has  increased  105. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  present  at  my  official  visits  :  — 


Lodges.                                                                Members.  No.  present. 

Bristol   60  .      .  61 

King  David       .......  51  .      .  57 

Rising  Sun  .........  24  ..  27 

St.  Albans  .........  42  ..  47 

Orient   39  .      .  55 

Blue  Hill  .  .  21  .      .  28 

St.  James   38  .  73 

Hyde  Park   50  .      .  83 

Alfred  Baylies   32  .      .  36 

Ionic                                                          .  44  .      .  102 

Paul  Dean   28  .      .  45 


The  rule  requiring  permission  to  be  obtained  from  the  W.  Master 
before  entering  or  retiring  from  the  Lodge  while  in  session,  I  have  found 
"  more  honored  in  the  breach  than  the  observance.11  The  older  breth- 
ren respect  the  rule  even  where  it  is  not  enforced,  and  their  example 
has  been  commanded  to  the  rest,  many  of  whom,  though  generally  well 
informed  in  the  rules  of  masonry,  have  grown  up  in  ignorance  of  this 
one. 

My  official  intercourse  with  the  Lodges  has  been  pleasant  throughout. 
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Nothing  has  occurred  to  mar  the  kindly  relations  which  I  have  every- 
where found  existing  between  the  brethren  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
every  opportunity  has  been  improved  for  extending  them. 

The  duty  of  visiting  so  many  Lodges  so  widely  scattered,  and  at  a 
busy  season  of  the  year,  is  by  no  means  a  light  one.  Yet  looking  back 
upon  it  and  remembering  the  uniform  courtesy  with  which,  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  have  been  received,  I  cannot  but 
feel  that  it  has  been  a  profitable  experience  to  all  concerned. 

Dispensations,  the  applications  for  which  have  set  forth  a  proper 
emergency,  have  been  granted  as  follows :  — 

January  1,  Ionic  Lodge,  to  initiate  and  craft  Henry  S.  Andrews  on 
same  evening. 

February  12,  Bristol  Lodge,  to  initiate  and  craft  Wm.  W.  Waterman 
on  «mne  evening. 

February  23,  Bristol  Lodge,  to  raise  Bro.  Thomas  R.  Nye  two  weeks 
before  the  regular  time. 

March  3,  Rising  Star  Lodge,  to  craft  and  raise  Bro.  Horace  M.  Por- 
ter 1m -fore  the  regular  time. 

July  19,  St.  James  Lodge,  to  raise  Bro.  F.  B.  Hodges  one  month 
before  regular  time. 

October  12,  Ionic  Lodge,  to  craft  and  raise  Bro.  M.  D.  Luscom  be- 
fore; regular  time. 

November  22,  Orient  Lodge,  to  initiate  and  craft  Patrick  Mack  on 
same  evening. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  MASON  EVERETT, 

D.D.G.M.  Thirteenth  Masonic  District. 

Boston,  Dec.  15,  1869. 


FOURTEENTH  DI8TRICT. 

T<t  William  S.  Gardner,  M.W.G.  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Dkar  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  as 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Fourteenth  Masonic  District. 

I  have  officially  visited  every  Lodge  in  the  district  and,  as  requested, 
have  carefully  examined  their  By-Laws,  records,  and  mode  of  work, 
and  reported  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  same  in  my  accompanying  re- 
port. 

I  have  also  received  the  annual  returns  from  each  of  the  said  Lodges, 
and  1 1  nve  transmitted  the  same  to  the  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 
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In  my  visits  I  have  been  gratified  to  observe  a  much  better  feeling 
towards  the  Grand  Lodge  in  regard  to  the  capitation  tax.  The  plain 
and  efficient  manner  in  which  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  has  laid  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  its  condition,  if  carried  out,  will  insure  perfect  har- 
mony among  the  brethren. 

My  visits  have  been  to  me  a  source  of  knowledge  and  pleasure,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  hospitality  extended  to  me  as  the  representative 
of  the  Grand  Lodge*  but  also  the  information  obtained ;  and  I  trust  that 
I  shall  recall  my  duties  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Four- 
teenth District  in  the  future  with  gratification  and  pleasure. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  present  at  my  official 
visits. 


Lodge*. 

Member*. 

No.  present. 

20 

HountHope      ...  * 

36  . 

71 

King  Philip  .... 

37 

31  . 

44 

13 

Oriental  

13  . 

14 

22 

13 

88 

32 

Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  A.  LEE, 

D.D.G.M.  Fourteenth  District. 


FIFTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  William  S.  Gardner,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing as  my  report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  Fifteenth 
Masonic  District,  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  1,  1869. 

It  is  very  gratifying  for  me  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  Lodges  in  this 
district  are  in  a  very  prosperous  and  sound  condition,  the  work  in  the 
Lodges  being  uniformly  good. 

The  present  officers  manifest  a  strong  desire  to  perfect  themselves  in 
the  ritual  and  are  using  their  best  efforts  to  keep  up  the  harmony  and 
interest  which  our  institution  aims  to  inculcate  and  perpetuate. 

The  work  in  the  Lodges  generally  throughout  the  district  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Grand  Lodge  requirements,  and  in  none  of  them  do 
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I  consider  the  services  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  absolutely  necessary.  But 
from  the  fact  that  several  of  the  Lodges  propose  to  make  a  change  in 
some  of  the  officers  at  tfyeir  next  election,  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
Lodges,  as  well  as  assist  the  new  officers,  to  have  the  Grand  Lecturers 
visit  some  of  them. 

No  Lodge  in  this  district  has  appeared  in  public  procession  during 
the  year  except  to  attend  the  funeral  of  a  deceased  member,  in  which 
cases  it  has  never  been  the  practice  in  this  district  to  ask  for  a  Dispen- 
sation from  the  District  Deputy. 

Some  Dispensations  have  been  granted,  and  those  in  extreme  cases 
when  the  candidate  was  about  to  go  to  sea  for  a  long  voyage,  which  hap- 
pens more  frequently  in  this  district  than  in  most  others  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, owing  to  the  particular  calling  and  vocation  of  the  brethren. 
To  this  cause  also  the  Lodges  in  this  district  claim  their  excuse  for  not 
responding  more  promptly  in  commuting  the  Grand  Lodge  tax. 

The  following  Dispensations  have  been  granted  to  the  several  Lodges 
in  this  district,  to  confer  the  degrees  in  less  than  the  usual  required 
time. 

Kino  Hiram,  Provincetown.  —  Sept.  6,  Joseph  S.  Hopkins;  Dec. 
26,  Sylvester  D.  Rich;  Jan.  10,  Joshua  H.  Ryder;  Jan.  15,  Michael 
Kehoe. 

Mount  Horeb,  West  Harwich. — Nov.  2,  Horatio  Chase;  Nov.  4, 
Urial  Doane,  Jr.;  Jan.  20,  Van  Buren  Chase;  Feb.  10,  Plinny 
Crowell. 

De  Witt  Clinton,  Sandwich.  —  Sept.  7,  Eugene  Perry;  Dec.  10, 
J.  P.  Harper ;  March  27,  John  Parkwood ;  May  9,  James  Cox. 

Fraternal,  Hyannis.  —  Feb.  1,  Horace  F.  Hallett ;  Aug.  16,  David 
W.  Crocker. 

James  Otis,  Barnstable.  —  June  12,  Davis  Annabell. 

Pilgrim,  Harwich.  —  Jan.  25,  Webster  Rogers. 

The  reasons  given  for  the  necessity  of  asking  for  all  the  above  Dis- 
pensations was  that  the  candidates  were  about  to  go  away  to  sea  on  long 
voyages. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  the  appointment, 

I  remain  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 
J.  K.  BAKER,  Jr., 

D.D.G.M.  Fifteenth  Masonic  District. 
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SIXTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

To  William  S.  Gabdnbr,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my 
report  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Sixteenth  Masonic  Dis- 
trict. 

I  hare  officially  visited  each  Lodge  of  the  district,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  your  instructions,  carefully  examined  their  condition,  and  it 
gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  all  are  prospering,  both  as  to  work 
and  finances.  As  your  representative  I  have  been  courteously  received, 
and  every  assistance  rendered  that  could  be  desired.  An  earnest  de- 
sire is  manifested  throughout  the  district  to  have  the  work  conform  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  number  of  initiates  exceeds 
that  of  last  year. 

I  regret  that  in  consequence  of  the  miscarriage  of  the  blanks  sent  to 
two  of  the  Lodges,  I  was  unable  to  transmit  my  returns  to  the  Grand 
Treasurer  within  the  specified  time.  Thanking  you  for  the  honor  of 
the  appointment, 

I  remain  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 
Z.  L.  BICKNELL, 

D.D.G.M.  Sixteenth  Masonic  District. 

Weymouth,  December,  1869. 


REPORTS  OF  GRAND  LECTURERS. 


Gmorojc  Juhctio*,  Dec.  27,  1869- 

M.W.  William  Svwaxl  Gaidvek. 

Mt  Dear  Brother,  —  My  business  has  been  such  during  the 
past  year  that,  until  recently,  I  have  not  been  able  to  devote 
much  time  to  instruction  in  the  work  and  lectures  of  the  three 
degrees. 

Delegates  from  Mount  Zion  Lodge,  Barre ;  Chicopee  Lodge, 
Chicopee;  Morning  Star,  Montacute,  and  Athelstane,  Wor- 
cester ;  and  Mount  Vernon,  Belchertown,  have  visited  me 
and  we  have  rehearsed  carefully  the  work  and  lectures.  I 
have  been  much  gratified  with  the  ability  of  the  brethren  repre- 
senting the  above  Lodges,  and  have  no  doubt  that  they  have 
thoroughly  communicated  the  result  of  our  conference  to  their 
members. 

December  3.  Visited  Artisan  Lodge,  Winchendon.  Rehearsed 
the  lecture  and  work  of  the  E.A.  degree  during  the  afternoon. 

Evening,  Initiated  George  Hervey  Stanley,  and  installed  the 
officers  of  the  Lodge  for  the  year  ensuing,  assisted  by  Wor.  John 
G.  Folsom  as  Grand  Marshal.  R.W.  Andrew  J.  Clark,  D.D. 
G.M.  for  the  Eighth  Masonic  District,  made  his  official  visit  to 
the  Lodge  this  evening,  and  by  his  presence  added  much  to  the 
interest  of  the  occasion.  The  Lodge  appeared  well,  and  will 
compare  favorably  with  other  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction. 

December  9.  Wor.  Cephas  ftrigham  and  Wor.  A.  F.  Chap- 
man, my  associates  as  Grand  Lecturers,  assisted  me  in  exempli- 
fying the  lectures  and  work  of  the  three  degrees  before  the  Grand 
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Lodge.  We  were  ably  supported  by  the  brethren  who  filled  the 
several  offices  on  that  occasion,  and  were  complimented  by  hav- 
ing a  large  and  an  attentive  number  of  the  brethren  present 
daring  the  day. 

December  14.  Visited  Aberdour  Lodge,  Boston,  and  installed 
the  officers.  After  the  installation,  the  new  officers  conferred  the 
degree  of  M.M.  very  impressively,  previous  to  which  the  candidate 
was  examined  in  the  lecture  of  the  F.C.  degree,  and  deservedly 
received  the  approbation  of  the  W.M.  for  his  proficiency.  It  was 
very  gratifying  to  witness  the  correct  working  of  this  Lodge. 
The  W.M.  has  been  a  diligent  student  in  the  work  and  lectures  of 
the  Lodge,  and  is  already  an  accomplished  presiding  officer. 
After  the  close  of  the  Lodge  we  had  an  hour  of  refreshments, 
during  which  so  many  good  things  were  said  by  the  brethren 
present  that  this  brief  report  cannot  contain  them ;  but  they  are 
recorded  in  the  memories  of  those  present,  where  they  will  remain 
u  till  time  shall  be  no  more." 

December  21.  Met  with  the  Lodges  in  the  City  of  Worcester, 
in  their  fine  hall.  In  the  morning,  Athelstan  Lodge  exemplified 
the  lecture  and  work  of  the  E.  A.  degree.  In  the  afternoon,  Mor- 
ning Star  Lodge  exemplified  the  lecture  and  work  of  the  F.C. 
degree.  In  the  afternoon  and  evening,  Montacute  Lodge  exem- 
plified the  lecture  and  work  of  the  M.M.  degree.  There  were 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  brethren  present. 

The  lectures  were  delivered  very  finely,  and  the  work  was 
performed  in  a  creditable  manner.  These  Lodges  breathe  the 
true  masonic  spirit,  and  are  actuated  by  the  desire  to  see  "  who 
best  can  work  and  best  agree." 

The  music  during  the  work  of  the  degrees  was  of  very  high 
order,  and  while  passing  the  social  hour  in  the  banquet  hall,  after 
the  close  of  the  Lodge,  the  Quartette  Club  discoursed  some  of 
their  choicest  selections.  We  closed  this  pleasant  meeting  by 
joining  hands  and  singing  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 

December  22  and  23.  Visited  Solomon's  Temple  Lodge,  Ux- 
bridge.    Rehearsed  the  lectures  and  work  of  the  three  degrees, 
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initiated  Rev.  John  Wilson  Dick  of  North  Uxbridge,  and  raised 
Bro.  Benjamin  Loring  Benson  of  Upton.  Several  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Lodge  lecture  very  correctly,  and  after  more  study 
and  practice  in  the  work  will  be  prepared  to  confer  the  degrees 
in  a  most  impressive  manner. 

There  are  a  few  corrections  in  the  work  and  lectures  which, 
if  made,  would  restore  some  highly  impressive  portions  of  the 
degrees.  These  corrections  are  alterations  or  omissions  which 
have  been  made  by  mistake,  most  likely,  and  could  be  brought 
before  the  Grand  Lodge  at  any  regular  communication  if  de- 
sired. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

E.  DANA  BANCROFT, 

Senior  Grand  Lecturer. 


To  William  S.  Gabdker,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  ike  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Drab  Sib  and  Brother,' — At  the  commencement  of  the 
present  masonic  year,  you  instructed  the  Grand  Lecturers  each 
to  report  to  the  Grand  Master  his  proceedings,  together  with 
such  observations  and  suggestions  as  might  seem  appropriate  at 
the  close  of  his  term  of  appointment. 

In  obedience  to  those  instructions,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  sub- 
mit the  following  statement,  accompanied  by  a  few  thoughts  and 
suggestions  as  to  the  method  of  perfecting  our  ritual  and  making 
it  uniform  in  all  our  Lodges,  a  condition  of  things  greatly  to  be 
desired. 

During  the  past  three  or  four  months  I  have  been  frequently 
consulted  upon  portions  of  the  work  and  lectures  in  masonry,  and 
have  given  instructions  to  Masters  and  other  officers  of  several 
Lodges,  averaging  from  one- to  two  lessons  per  week,  during  that 
period.  The  zeal  displayed  by  those  seeking  instruction  and  the 
desire  for  accurate  information,  have  made  my  duties  pleasant, 
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and  have  rendered  those  interviews  pleasing  and,  I  trust,  profit- 
able. 

By  an  arrangement  of  R.W.  Bro.  Crafts,  D.D.G.M.  for  the 
Tenth  Masonic  District,  the  officers  of  the  several  Lodges  com- 
prising that  district  met  with  Jerusalem  Lodge  at  Northampton, 
on  the  28th  of  October  last,  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  an  exem- 
plification of  the  work  on  the  three  degrees,  as  given  by  Lodges 
within  the  district,  selected  for  that  purpose,  under  the  direction 
and  instruction  of  one  of  the  grand  lecturers. 

The  first  degree  was  assigned  to  and  worked  by  Roswell  Lee 
Lodge  of  Springfield.    The  method  pursued  was  as  follows :  — 

First  —  Opening  ceremonies  of  the  Lodge  on  this  degree,  fol- 
lowed by  corrections  and  suggestions. 

Second  —  Work  in  conferring  the  degree,  followed  by  questions 
and  answers  as  to  parts  of  the  work,  corrections,  etc.  After 
which  the  ceremonies  of  the  degree  were  concluded,  followed  by 
such  reviews,  corrections,  and  suggestions  as  were  deemed  nec- 
essary. 

To  Ghicopee  Lodge  was  assigned  the  second  degree.  The 
method  pursued  was  the  same  as  in  the  first  degree.  At  the 
conclusion  of  this  degree  we  were  called  from  labor  to  real  and  sub- 
stantial refreshment,  —  Jerusalem  Lodge  having  provided  a  boun- 
tiful collation  for  the  entertainment  of  the  several  delegations. 
When  our  repast  was  concluded,  the  brethren  re-assembled  and  a 
M.M.  Lodge  was  opened  by  Jerusalem  Lodge,  and  the  ceremo- 
nies of  the  third  degree  were  given,  followed  by  corrections  and 
suggestions  at  regular  intervals  as  in  the  preceding  degrees.  All 
appeared  to  be  very  much  interested  and  pleased  with  the  success 
attending  the  occasion.  It  was,  in  truth,  a  pleasant  gathering 
and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  a  profitable  meeting. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  an  annual  assembly  of  the  Lodges 
comprising  a  district  under  the  direction  of  the  D.D.G.  Master, 
aided  by  one  of  the  Grand  Lecturers,  the  same  being  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  one  above  mentioned,  may  be  productive  of  great 
good  to  the  Order  in  several  ways  :  — 
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First,  and  chief.  The  great  number  receiving  instruction, 
nnder  the  same  circumstances  and  at  the  same  time.  Those  in- 
structions carried  home  to  the  several  Lodges  will  result,  it 
seems  to  me,  in  greater  uniformity  of  work. 

Second.  The  tendency  of  such  gatherings  will  be  to  secure 
greater  harmony  among  Masons,  by  strangers  becoming  acquaint- 
ances and  friends. 

Third.  They  beget  that  earnestness  and  attention  to  the  ritual 
which  can  but  result  in  more  intelligence  in  masonry,  its  work, 
lectures,  and  requirements,  the  general  want  of  which  in  the 
Order  is  to  be  deprecated.  These,  meetings  should  not,  howev- 
er, be  made  to  supersede  the  annual  visitation  of  the  D.D.G. 
Master  in  any  respect,  —  one  of  the  prime  objects  of  which  is,  and 
should  be,  to  ascertain  the  working  status  of  the  Lodge.  I  found 
the  work,  as  represented  at  Northampton,  to  be  nearly  that,  in 
most  respects,  required  by  the  Grand  Lodge ;  yet  there  is  oppor- 
tunity for  improvement.  My  visit  was  altogether  a  pleasant  one, 
and  I  should  not  object  to  a  repetition  of  the  same  whenever  cir- 
cumstances may  require. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  allude  briefly  to  a  matter 
which  is,  as  it  ever  has  been,  of  great  interest  to  the  Frater- 
nity :  namely,  the  standard  or  authorized  work  in  masonry.  It  is 
sometimes  said,  and  with  some  reason  for  the  assertion,  that  the 
work,  as  exemplified  by  the  lecturers,  is  varied  from  time  to  time, 
so  that  it  is  impossible  to  determine  what  is  and  what  is  not  the 
authorized  work.  This  may  be  time,  or  it  may  not.  But  should 
it  so  happen  that  the  work,  as  given,  varies  in  any  essential  de- 
gree from  the  authorized  Grand  Lodge  work,  then  to  have  a 
standard  for  reference  is  well.  Happily  we  have  such  an  author- 
ized standard.  I  refer  to  the  work  adopted  in  1862.  To  ascer- 
tain what  that  work  is,  shall  be  my  duty  as  well  as  my  pleasure. 
Holding,  as  I  most  firmly  do,  that  as  one  of  the  grand  lecturers 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  have  no  tight  to  change  the  ritual  of  ma- 
sonry, but  simply  to  instruct  and  give  as  the  (hand  Lodge  does, 
or  shall  require. 
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Thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  a  second  appointment,  and 
wishing  you  abundant  success  in  the  high  position  to  which  you 
have  been,  with  such  marked  unanimity,  re-elected,  I  remain, 

Sincerely  and  fraternally  yours, 

CEPHAS  BRIGHAM, 

Junior  Grand  Lecturer, 

Atjburndalb,  Dec.  20, 1869. 


To  M.  W.  William  Sew  all  Gardner,  Grand  Matter  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Most  Worshipful  Sir  and  Brother,  —  In  accepting  the 
office  to  which  you  were  pleased  to  appoint  me,  I  had  some  doubts 
as  to  whether  I  could  discharge  the  duties  appertaining  to  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  satisfy  myself  or  the  wishes  of  the  brethren. 

On  reflection,  however,  I  called  to  mind  the  authority  from 
which  I  received  my  commission,  and  the  latest  vote  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  on  the  subject  of  my  duties,  [to  the  effect,  that  the 
Grand  Lecturers  should  teach  the  work  as  exhibited  in  1862,] 
and  having  assisted  Worshipful  Brothers  E.  Dana  Bancroft  and 
Charles  C.  Dame,  in  the  exemplification  of  that  year,  I  felt  par- 
tially prepared  for  the  work.  Having  since  met  my  associate 
lecturers  in  consultation,  I  am  happy  to  report  that  we  shall  be 
as  near  alike  in  the  exemplification  on  December  9,  1869,  as  it  is 
possible  for  three  persons  to  be,  there  being  but  a  very  few  words 
which  either  would  wish  to  render  different ;  and  even  these  may 
be  regarded  as  of  minor  importance. 

In  February  last  I  spent  four  days  with  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter and  brethren  of  Corner  Stone  Lodge  at  Duxbury,  and  in- 
structed them  in  the  work  and  lectures  of  each  of  the  three 
degrees. 

In  April  last  I  visited  Golden  Fleece  Lodge  at  Lynn,  on  four 
successive  evenings,  and  exhibited  the  work  and  lectures  of  the 
degree. 
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I  also  spent  an  evening  with  Washington  Lodge,  Boston 
Highlands,  for  the  same  purpose. 

In  each  of  these  Lodges  I  found  a  great  degree  of  interest  in 
the  ritual,  as  well  as  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Lodge ;  each  pos- 
sesses a  sufficient  and  intelligent  membership,  and  are  equally  a 
credit  to  themselves  and  the  Craft  in  general. 

I  have  instructed  a  number  of  brethren  on  specific  points,  and 
occasionally  an  officer  of  a  Lodge  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  from 
one  of  whom  I  learn  that  quite  a  difference  of  opinion  exists  in 
regard  to  the  correct  rendering  of  the  ritual,  which  can  easily  be 
corrected  by  securing  proper  instruction  by  the  Lodges  in  his 
immediate  locality. 

From  the  Lodges  and  from  the  brethren  I  have  received  the 
utmost  kindness,  and  feel  grateful  to  them,  one  and  all,  for  the 
readiness  with  which  they  have  received  and  adopted  whatever  I 
have  suggested  for  their  improvement. 

Whenever  referred  to,  all  have  been  unanimous  in  the  hope 
that  no  changes  would  be  tolerated  in  the  ritual,  and  to  this  end 
I  have  been  careful  to  suggest  none. 

Thanking  you  for  the  appointment  you  were  pleased  to  make 
in  my  case,  allow  me  to  remain, 

Yours  fraternally, 

A.  F.  CHAPMAN, 

Grand  Lecturer. 

Boston,  Dec.  8,  1869. 
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LODGES  BY  DISTRICTS. 


TABLE 


SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  INITIATES  FROM  SEPTEMBER  1,  1868,  TO 
SEPTEMBER  1,  1869,  WITH  THE  NUMBER  OF  MEMBERS  IN 
EACH  LODGE,  SEPTEMBER  1,  1809,  AND  THE 
MONTH  OF  ANNUAL.  ELECTION. 


District  No.  I.  (Boston.) 


B.W.  ANDREW  G.  SMITH, .  BOSTON,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge* 

Charter. 

Location. 

Initiate. 

Members.  Election. 

St.  John's  ... 

.  1738 

Boston 

.     .    21  . 

860 

December 

St.  Andrew's  . 

.  1756 

It 

.    .      4  . 

40 

November 

MA88ACHU8ETT8 

.  1770 

tt 

.   .     9  . 

210 

December 

Columbian   .   .  . 

.  1796 

It 

.   .   16  . 

822 

December 

Mount  Lebanon  . 

.  1801 

tt 

.   .   18  . 

297 

December 

Gbrmania    .   .  . 

.  1866 

tt 

.    .     7  . 

88 

January 

Winslow  Lewis  . 

.  1856 

tt 

.    .    15  . 

64 

November 

.  1866 

tt 

.   .     8  . 

165 

December 

Joseph  Warben 

.  1867 

tt 

.   .   80  . 

884 

December 

Aberdour  . 

.  1861 

tt 

.   .     8  . 

70 

November 

Eleusis       .   .  . 

.  1865 

11 

.   .     6  . 

50 

December 

.  1867 

tt 

.   .     4  . 

49 

December 

145  2,049 
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'      District  No.  II.  (Charlestown.) 
R.W.  TRACY  P  CHEEVER,  CHELSEA,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge 

Charter. 

Location. 

Initiates. 

Mfrobm.  Oertion. 

XV  k  £.  VT     U\J  lj\J  JMIXJ a    O         a  a 

1783 

12 

286 

October 

1797 

Arlin  cri/in  > 

11 

184 

November 

MnrrxT  C*.  a  dmrt. 

1805 

15 

175 

December 

Stab  of  Bethlehem  • 

Chelsea 

1 1 
11 

203 

November 

Mount  Hermon 

1855 

Medford 

.     8  . 

124 

January 

Wyoming     .   .  . 

1857 

Melrose 

.    12  . 

197 

September 

Henry  Price    .  . 

1858 

Charlestown 

.    13  . 

176 

October 

Mount  Vernon    .  . 

1858 

Maiden 

.   14  . 

175 

October 

John  Abbot  .   .  . 

1858 

Someryille 

.    13  . 

178 

December 

Golden  Fleece 

1866 

Lynn 

.    11  . 

99 

December 

William  Sutton  .  . 

1867 

Saugus 

.     8  . 

51 

December 

Robebt  Lash    .   .  . 

1867 

Chelsea 

.     7  . 

38 

November 

1869 

Charlestown 

.   24  . 

19 

December 

Palestine     .    .    .  . 

1869 

Maiden 

154  1,855 


District  No.  III.    (Boston  Highlands.) 
R.W.  BENJAMIN  POPE,  SOUTH  BOSTON,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge.  Charter.         Location.               Initiates.  Member*.  Election. 

Union    1796  Dorchester       .    .   5  .  174  December 

Washington     .    .    .  1797  Boston  Highlands  .  28  .  231  November 

Mount  Tabob   .    .    .  1846  East  Boston      .    .  17  .  241  November 

St.  Paul's   1847  South  Boston    .    .   8  .  201  December 

Baalbec   1863  East  Boston      .    .   6  .  161  March 

Gate  of  the  Temple  1856  South  Boston    .    .  11  168  November 

Hammatt   1860  East  Boston      .   .   6  .  83  December 

Lafayette    ....  1866  Boston  Highlands  .  11  .  52  June 

Adelphi       .    .   .    *  1866  South  Boston    .   .  13  .  66  December 

Eliot   1867  West  Roxbury  .   .   9  .  47  May 

Rabboni  (U.D.).    .   .  South  Boston    .  • 


108  1,424 
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District  No.  IV.  (Cambridge.) 
R.W.  F.  LYMAN  WINSHIP,  BRIGHTON,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Charter. 

Location. 

Initiate*. 

Memben 

Election. 

Corinthian  .    .  . 

.  1797 

Concord  .    .  . 

.     1  . 

61 

October 

Meridian  .    .    .  . 

.  1797 

.  13  . 

121 

October 

Amicable  .... 

.  1805 

Cambridgeport . 

.   8  . 

201 

December 

Bethesda  .    .   .  . 

.  1819 

Brighton  .    .  . 

.  10  . 

83 

December 

Monitor  .    .    .  . 

.  1820 

Waltham .    .  . 

.  11  . 

136 

November 

Putnam    .    .    .  . 

.  1854 

East  Cambridge 

.  13  . 

106 

December 

Pequossette    .  .. 

.  1857 

Watertown  .  . 

.   6  . 

91 

December 

Dalhousie    .   .  . 

.  1861 

Newtonville .  . 

.  19  . 

146 

June 

Mount  Olivet  .  . 

.  1864 

Cambridge  .  . 

.  14  . 

109 

November 

Belmont  .    .    .  . 

.  18G5 

Belmont  .    .  . 

.  13  . 

85 

March 

Isaac  Parker   .  . 

.  1868 

Waltham .    .  . 

.   8  . 

52 

April 

Mizpaii     .   .    .  . 

.  1868 

Cambridgeport . 

.    9  . 

77 

Charitt  (U.D.) .  . 

North  Cambridge 

124  1,216 


District  No.  V.  (Salem.) 
R.W.  GEORGE  II.  PEIRSON,  SALEM,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lod^r.                   Charter.         Location.           Initiate*.  Member*.  Election. 

Philanthropic   .   .    .    1760  Marble  head   .    .    6  .  105  December 

Tyrian                          1770  Gloucester    .    .  20  .  148  November 

Essex                            1779  Salem  ....  11  .  179  December 

Jordan                           1808  South  Danvers  .    7  .  112  November 

Liberty                         1824  Beverly    ...  13  .  143  December 

Ashler                          1852  Rockport  ...  15  .  115  January 

Amity                             1863  Danvers    .    .    .   9  .  130  September 

Starr  Kino     ....    1865  Salem  ....   2  .  93  November 

John  T.  Heard        .    .    1865  Ipswich    .    .    .   8  .  84  December 

Acacia  1866  Gloucester   .    .   9  .  77  June 

101  1,186 
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District  No.  VI.  (Newbubyport.) 
R.W.  JAMES  E.  GALE,  HAVERHILL,  B.D.G.M. 


Nan*  of  Lodge.  Charter.  Location.  Initiate*.  Member*.  Ejection. 


St.  John's     .    .  . 

.  1766 

Newbnryport  . 

.  14 

.  100 

March 

Mebrimac     .   .  . 

.  1802 

Haverhill    .  . 

.  6 

.  176 

November 

St.  Mark's  . 

.  1808 

Newbuiyport  . 

.  16 

.  114 

September 

.  1822 

Amesbury  .  . 

.  20 

.  134 

September 

8t.  Matthew's 

.  1822 

Andover     .  . 

.  7 

86 

December 

.  1826 

Lawrence    .  . 

.  11 

.  259 

September 

John  Hancock 

.  1860 

Methuen      .  . 

6 

79 

September 

Tuscan  

.  1868 

Lawrence    .  . 

.  20 

.  174 

September 

Saggahew   .   .  . 

.  1865 

Haverhill     .  . 

.  6 

.  101 

December 

Charles  C.  Dame 

.  1867 

Georgetown  .  . 

.  17 

.  78 

January 

Bethany  (U.D.)  . 

West  Amesbury 

.   .   .    (U.D.)  . 

Lawrence    .  . 

120 

1,296 

District  No.  VII.  (Lowell.) 
R.W.  HENRY  P.  PERKINS,  LOWELL,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Charter. 

Location. 

Initiate*. 

Member*.  Election. 

.  1797 

Groton    .   .  . 

.   6  . 

88 

October 

.  1801 

Fitchburg    .  . 

.   2  . 

125 

September 

Pentucket     .    .  . 

.  1807 

Lowell    .   .  . 

.  16  . 

258 

October 

Ancient  York   .  . 

.  1858 

Lowell    .   .  . 

.   9  . 

187 

October 

Mount  Horeb    .  . 

.  1855 

Woburn  .   .  . 

.   6  . 

93 

December 

Caleb  Butler   .  . 

.  1859 

Groton  Junction 

.   6  . 

67 

October 

William  Parkman 

.  1865 

Winchester 

.   6  . 

58 

January 

Charles  W.  Moore 

.  1866 

Fitchburg    .  . 

.   4  . 

47 

September 

Kilwinning    .   .  . 

.  1867 

Lowell    .   .  . 

.   4  . 

88 

November 

William  North 

.  1868 

Lowell    .   .  . 

.   9  . 

76 

October 

64  981 
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District  No.  VIII.  (Greenfield.) 
R.W.  ANDREW  J.  CLARK,  ORANGE,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Charter. 

Location. 

Initiate*. 

Member*.  Election. 

Republican  ,  .   .  . 

1795 

Greenfield   .  . 

.  io 

188 

November 

Harmony   

1796 

Northfield    .  . 

.  6 

58 

November 

Pacific  

1801 

Amherst     .  . 

-     9  . 

116 

November 

Mountain  .  . 

1806 

Shelburne  Falls 

.     4  .. 

81 

November 

Bethel  

1825 

Enfield    .   .  . 

,     5  . 

61 

November 

Orange   

I860 

Orange    .    .  . 

.  8 

108 

November 

Hopb  ...... 

1865 

Gardner  .   .  . 

.     9  . 

73 

October 

Stab  ...... 

1866 

Athol  .... 

.  145  . 

80 

November 

Artisan  

1866 

Winchendon  .  . 

4 

48 

June 

Morning  Sun  (U.D.) 

Conway   .   .  . 

Mount  Vernon  (U.D.) 

Belohertown 

69 

797 

District  No.  IX.  (Pittsfield.) 
R.W.  DANIEL  UPTON,  SOUTH  ADAMS,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Charter. 

Location.  ] 

Initiate* 

l  Members.  Election. 

Evening  Star   .  . 

.  1795 

0 

87 

September 

Cincinnati     .  . 

.  1795 

Great  Barrington 

11 

.  118 

December 

Lafayette  . 

.  1796 

North  Adams  .  . 

21 

.  Ill 

November 

Wisdom    .   .   .  . 

.  1803 

West  Stockbridge 

9 

.  46 

December 

Mystic 

.  1810 

Pittsfield    .   .  . 

12 

.  180 

November 

Mount  Mohiah  .  . 

.  1856 

Westfield   .   .  . 

16 

.  181 

September 

Berkshire  . 

.  1858 

South  Adams  .  . 

8 

.  69 

November 

Huntington.     .  . 

.  1867 

Huntington    .  . 

18 

.  82 

December 

Globe  (U.D.)    .  . 

Rirjarhilft      .     .  , 

Ufton(U.D.)    .  . 

Cheshire    .   .  . 

85  724 
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District  No.  X.  (Springfield.) 
R.W.  SAMUEL  B.  SPOONER,  SPRINGFIELD,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Charter. 

Location. 

Member*.  Election. 

Thomas  • 

Palmer 

o 

.  o 

81 

November 

Jerusalem 

1  707 

Northampton 

97 

.  238 

November 

Hampden      .  . 

.   .  1817 

Springfield    .  . 

.  80 

.  192 

November 

Chicopee      .  . 

.    .  1848 

Chicopee  .   .  * 

.  29 

.  198 

November 

Mount  Tom  .  . 

.    .  1850 

Holyoke   .   .  . 

.  18 

.  166 

November 

Quaboag      .  . 

.    .  1859 

Warren    .   .  . 

.  13 

.  81 

January 

Day  Spring  .  . 

.    .  1863 

Mon  son    .   .  . 

.  6 

.  39 

December 

Hayden    .    .  . 

.    .  1863 

Brookfield .    .  . 

.  19 

.  81 

November 

Roswell  Lee  . 

.   .  1863 

Springfield    .  . 

.  32 

.  196 

November 

Eden  .... 

.    .  1865 

Ware   .   .    .  . 

.  2 

46 

November 

Ionic    .   .  . 

.   .  1868 

East  Hampton  . 

.  14 

.  74 

November 

Mount  Holyokb 

(U.D.) 

South  Hadley  . 

193  1,392 


District  No.  XI.  (Worcester.) 
R.W.  CHARLES  G.  REED,  WORCESTER,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Charter. 

Location. 

Initiates. 

Member 

s.  Election. 

Morning  Star   .  . 

.  1798 

Worcester 

.    10  . 

266 

December 

Mount  Zion   .   .  . 

.  1800 

Barre    .    .  . 

.     5  . 

107 

September 

.  1858 

Clinton  .    .  . 

.   18  . 

109 

September 

Montacute    .    .  . 

.  1859 

Worcester  .  . 

.   23  . 
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November 

United  Brethren  . 

.  1860 

Marlboro1  .  . 

.    14  . 

103 

November 

Quinebaug    .    .  . 

.  1860 

Southbridge  . 

.    11  . 

76 

September 

.  1860 

Hudson      .  . 

.     8  . 

90 

September 

.  1864 

Ashlihd     .  . 

7 

95 

January 

North  Star    .   .  . 

.  1865 

Ashland    .  . 

1  . 

70 

November 

Athelstanb   .    .  . 

.  1866 

Worcester  .  . 

.    14  . 

101 

November 

St.  Bernard  .    .  . 

.  1868 

Southboro' 

.     6  . 

24 

September 

112 

1,287 
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District  No.  XII.  (Milford.) 
R.W.  GEORGE  E.  STACY,  MILFORD,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Charter. 

Location. 

Initiates. 

Member*  Election. 

Middlesex    .   .  . 

.  1795 

Framingham 

.    11  . 

XlUVCIXlUtJI 

Montgomery    .  . 

.  1797 

Milford   .   .  . 

.    12  . 

181 

October 

Olive  Branch  .  . 

.  1797 

Sutton    .   .  . 

.     8  . 

109 

October 

Solomon's  Temple 

.  1818 

Uxbridge    .  . 

.   11  . 

107 

November 

Franklin      .   .  . 

.  1852 

Grafton  .   .  . 

8  . 

75 

November 

Blackstone  River 

.  1856 

Blackstone  .  . 

.     8  . 

91 

November 

Webster      .   .  . 

.  1859 

Webster  .   .  . 

.     6  . 

97 

September 

.  1860 

Oxford    .    .  . 

.     4  . 

55 

September 

John  Warren  .  . 

1861 

Hopkinton  .  . 

.     8  . 

74 

October 

Mount  Hollis  .  . 

1865 

Holliston     .  . 

4  . 

72 

December 

1867 

Westboro    .  . 

.     8  . 

55 

November 

Excelsior    .   .  . 

.  1867 

Franklin     .  . 

.     7  . 

55 

March 

95  1,088 


District  No.  XIII.  (Taunton.) 


R.W.  J.  MASON  EVERETT,  CANTON,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge, 

Charter. 

Location. 

Initiate*. 

Members.  Election. 

Bristol     .   .   .  . 

.  1797 

Attleboro' 

27 

.  115 

December 

Kino  David  .   .  . 

;  1798 

Taunton    .  . 

.  20 

216 

November 

Rising  Star  .   .  . 

*  1799 

Stoughton 

10 

.  98 

December 

St.  Alban's   .   .  . 

.  1818 

Foxboro'  .  . 

9 

.  125 

July 

Orient      .   .   .  . 

.  1862 

Dedham    .  . 

.  12 

.  102 

January 

Blub  Hill     .   .  . 

.  1864 

Canton  .   .  . 

7 

42 

November 

St.  James'  .   .   .  . 

.  1865 

Mansfield  .  . 

9 

72 

March 

Alfred  Baylies  . 

.  1866 

Taunton    .  . 

.  18 

83 

October 

Hyde  Park   .    .  . 

.  1866 

Hyde  Park 

.  20 

.  67 

December 

Ionic  

.  1867 

Taunton    .  . 

.  10 

65 

November 

Paul  Dean    .    .  . 

.  1868 

N.  Easton  .  . 

2 

.  46 

March 

189  1,026 
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District  No.  XIV.    (New  Bedford.) 


R.W.  JOHN  A.  LEE,  NEW  BEDFORD,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Charter. 

Location. 

Initiates. 

Members.  Election. 

.  1798 

Falmouth 

.   .  4 

45 

December 

Star  in  the  East  . 

.  1823 

New  Bedford 

.    .  16 

.  316 

December 

Mount  Hope  .   .  . 

.  1824 

Fall  River  . 

.    .  21 

206 

November 

.  1858 

New  Bedford 

.    .  9 

181 

January 

Martha's  Vineyard 

.  1860 

Tisbury 

.    .  2 

74 

January 

Ptthaoorean     .  . 

.  1863 

Marion    .  . 

.    .  3 

65 

December 

.  1864 

Somerset .  . 

.    .  11 

95 

November 

May  Flower  .   .  . 

.  1865 

Middleboro'  . 

.    .  11 

89 

December 

Kino  Philip  .   .  . 

.  1866 

Fall  River  . 

.    .  15 

101 

November 

.  1867 

Edgartown  . 

.    .  4 

36 

December 

96  1,198 


District  No.  XV.  (Barnstable.) 
R.W.  JOSEPH  K.  BAKER,  Jr.,  DENNISPORT,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Charter. 

Location. 

Initiates. 

Members- 

Election. 

.  1771 

Nantucket  .  . 

4 

.  110 

December 

Kino  Hiram  .   .  . 

.  1796 

Provincetown  . 

.  18 

.  155 

November 

Fraternal     .    .  . 

.  1801 

Hyannis     .  . 

.  7 

.  164 

January 

Social  Harmony 

.  1823 

Wareham   .  . 

.  4 

.  76 

December 

Mt.  Horeb    .   .  . 

.  1855 

West  Harwich 

.  17 

.  129 

December 

De Witt  Clinton  . 

.  1856 

Sandwich   .  . 

.  7 

•  60 

December 

.  1860 

So.  Harwich  . 

.  9 

.  141 

December 

James  Otis    .   .  . 

.  1866 

Barnstable  .  . 

.  9 

.  59 

October 

.  1866 

Wellfleet    .  . 

.  6 

78 

January 

Howard  (U.D.)  .  . 

South  Yarmouth 

81  967 
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District  No.  XVI.  (Plymouth.) 
R.W.  Z.  L.  BICKNELL,  WEYMOUTH,  D.D.G.M. 


Name  of  Lodge. 

Charter. 

Location. 

Initiate*.. 

Members.  Election. 

O  r.T>  f?rtr  fkw 

\y  lsu  \s\jmj\jei  x      •     •  • 

1792 

Hingham  .  . 

.     11  . 

91 

December 

FEL.T  OWRHIP 

1797 

Bridgewater  . 

.     11  . 

118 

September 

Rural  

.  1801 

Quincy     .  . 

.     4  . 

180 

November 

Corner  Stone    .  . 

.  1803 

Duxbury  .  . 

.     4  . 

62 

November 

Norfolk  Union  .  . 

.t  1819 

Randolph  .  . 

.     7  . 

67 

November 

Orphan's  Hopb  .  . 

. '  1825 

Weymouth  . 

.     7  . 

137 

May 

Plymouth      .    .  . 

.  1825 

Plymouth 

.    10  . 

106 

November 

Paul  Revere  .   .  . 

.  1857 

North  Bridgewater  17  . 

132 

December 

John  Cutler  .    .  . 

.  1860 

Abington  .  . 

.   17  . 

137 

September 

Koxohassett  .    .  . 

.  1866 

Cohasset    .  . 

.   12  . 

65 

January 

Delta  

.  1869 

Weymouth  . 

.   18  . 

46 

October 

Puritan  (U.D.)  .  . 

Abington  .  . 

118  1,091 


GEORGE  H.  KENDALL,  VALPARAISO,  DEPUTY  FOR  CHILI,  S  A. 

Name  of  Lodge.  Charter.  Location. 

Bethesda  1854    Valparaiso,  South  America. 

♦Hiram   1858    Caldera, 

Aconcagua  (U.D.)     .    .    Valparaiso,     "  " 

♦Removed  from  Copiapo. 


'WM.  C.  BLANC  HARD,  SHANGHAI,  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  FOR  CHINA. 

Charter.  Location.  Members. 

Ancient  Landmark    .   .    1864   Shanghai.   ...  59 


RICHARD  H.  HARTLEY,  LIMA,  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  FOR  PERU. 
J.  L.  Hutchinson  Arica. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Initiates. 


District  No.  1   145 

District  No.  2   164 

District  No.  8   108 

District  No.  4   124 

District  No.  5   101 

District  No.  6   120 

District  No.  7   64 

District  No.  8   69 

District  No.  9   85 

District  No.  10   193 

District  No.  11   112 

District  No  12   95 

District  No.  18   189 

District  No.  14   96 

District  No.  16   81 

District  No.  16   118 

Ancient  Landmark  

Total   1,804 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST 

OF 

LODGES,  LOCATION,  AND  SECRETARIES. 


Lodge*. 

Location. 

Secretary. 

Sidney  Cushing. 

.  Wellfleet  

G.  W.  Holbrook. 

.    South  Boston  .... 

William  C.  Culver. 

Alfred  Baylies    .  . 

Edwin  S.  Staples. 

Cambridgeport  .   .  . 

Charles  Tufts. 

Ancient  York    .  . 

Richard  W.  Baker. 

Ancient  Landmark  . 

.   Shanghai  .  . 

Winchenden  .... 

David  H.  Barnes. 

John  H.  Higgins. 

Courtland  T.  Webb. 

Henry  F.  Piper. 

.   East  Boston  .... 

Edward  F.  Brigham. 

William  W.  Mead. 

South  Adams .... 

Daniel  Lapham. 

Charles  Richards. 

.   West  Amesbury .   .  . 

W.  B.  Whittier. 

.    Valparaiso,  Chili,  S.A. 

Blackstone  River  . 

.   Blackstone  .... 

George  H.  Bates. 

Blue  Hill  .... 

William  Bense. 

John  T.  Bates. 

Caleb  Butler  .   .  . 

.   Groton  Junction .   .  . 

Frank  M.  Lund. 

Charles  C.  Dame  . 

Georgetown  .... 

Thomas  A.  Perley. 
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Charles  W.  Moore  . 

.   Henry  Allison. 

.   Moses  C.  Hadley. 

Cincinnati^    .    .  . 

Great  Barrington  . 

Claudius  M.  Jones. 

William  Martin. 

Corner  Stone  .   .  . 

.  Newtonville 

.    H.  F.  Allen. 

Day  Spring    .    .  . 

.  Weymouth 

.   Charles  G.  Thompson. 

Lie  Witt  Clinton  .  . 

Charles  A.  Wood- 

George  Eddy. 

.   Jamaica  Plain 

.    P.  E.  Burtchaell. 

ueorge  l*.  xiooeris. 

Thomas  Lefavor. 

.   JNew  Bedford  . 

TJ      TXT  CmAMSin 

n.  w .  i^merson. 

Evening  Star  . 

TIT    T  T\«wi«%« 

Joseph  P.  Day. 

.  Charlestown 

James  W.  Poor. 

George  R.  Newton. 

Bridgewater  . 

W.  K.  Churchill. 

Gate  ot  the  1  emple 

.    South  Boston 

A  Ikon    C  S>_^*v.* 

.   Aloan  r>.  Green. 

Golden  Fleece    .  . 

.    William  B.  Phillips. 

T   1     IT     C"  _  IF_  1 

.   Joseph  H.  Safiora. 

.   East  Boston  . 

.    George  Butts. 

Springfield 

if.  o.  Bailey. 

.   Northfield  .  . 

Jona.  A.  Barber. 

William  r.  Hay  den. 

Henry  Price  .    .  . 

Charlestown  . 

.    Elijah  S.  Wait. 

.    Geo.  H.  Lancaster. 

Caldera,  Chili, 

S.A. 

.   James  H.  Greenwood. 

Huntington    .    .  . 

Huntington 

William  r>.  linker. 

Hyde  Park     .    .  . 

.   Hyde  Park 

.   Henry  C.  Adams. 

T    ft    TT„_1_  _  .1 

Easthampton  . 

Isaac  Parker  .    .  . 

.    Waltham   .  . 

.   H.  W.  Howe. 

James  Otis     .    .  . 

.    0.  M.  Hinckley. 

.   Northampton  . 

.   David  E.  Hoxie. 

J.  L.  Hutchinson 

.   Arica,  Peru,  S 

A.  . 

John  Abbott  .    .  . 

Aaron  Sargent. 

John  Cutler   .    .  . 

.   Abington   .  . 

.  E.M.Nash. 

John  Hancock    .  . 

.   Methuen    .  . 

.    Geo.  W.  Tenny. 

John  T.  Heard   .  . 

Charles  H.  Howe. 
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John  Warren  ....   Hopkinton   Robert  M.  Rock  wood. 

Jordan  Peabody   A.  B.  Woodbury. 

Joseph  Warren  .    .    .   Boston   Ivory  II.  Pope. 

Kilwinning    ....   Lowell   Charles  A.  Kendall. 

King  David   ....    Taunton   Harrie  A.  Cushman. 

King  Hiram   ....  Provincetown     .   .   .  Albert  Sweetser. 

King  Philip    ....   Fall  River   James  Brady,  jr. 

King  Solomon    .    .    .  Charles  town  ....  George  H.  Marden. 

Konohassett   ....    Cohasset   George  W.  Merritt. 

Lafayette   Boston  Highlands   .    .  John  D.  Williard. 

Lafayette   North  Adams  ....  Robert  King. 

Liberty  Beverly   James  II.  Kendall. 

Marine  Falmouth   W.  H.  Hewins. 

Massachusetts    .    .    .   Boston   W.  H.  Hawkes. 

Martha's  Vineyard  .    .    Tisbury   A.  W.  Smith. 

May  Flower  ....  Middleboro'    ....  Jacob  B.  Shaw. 

Meridiail  Natick   E.  W.  Cozzens. 

Merrimack     ....    Haverhill   Francis  J.  Stevens. 

Middlesex   Framingham  .    .    .*  .  C.  J.  Frost. 

Mizpah   Cambridgeport  .   .    .  Seymour  B.  Snow. 

Monitor  Waltham   Thos.  Kirke. 

Mountain   Shelburne  Falls  .    .    .  J.  L.  Newell. 

Morning  Star  ....    Worcester   George  J.  Morey. 

Mount  Carmel   .    .    .   Lynn   Henry  C.  Oliver. 

Mount  Herman  .    .    .    Medford   P.  R.  Litchfield. 

Mount  Hope  ....  Fall  River .    .    :   .    .  Augustus  B.  Leonard. 

Mount  Horeb  ....    Woburn   Sparrow  Horton. 

Mount  Horeb  ....  West  Harwich    .    .    .  Charles  H.  Kelley. 

Mount  Hollis  ....    1 1  oil  is  ton   John  D.  Shippee. 

Mount  Lebanon  .    .    .    Boston   Thomas  Waterman. 

Mount  Moriah    .    .    .    Westfield   Jas.  R.  Gladwin. 

Mount  Olivet ....    Cambridge   Charles  L.  Fuller. 

Mount  Tabor  ....  East  Boston   .    .    .    .  W.  1).  Barrett. 

Mount  Tom   ....    Holyoke   H.  L.  Wheeler. 

Mount  Vernon  •  .    .    .    Maiden   Henry  E.  Turner,  jr. 

Mount  Zion    ....   Barre   Henry  J.  Shattuck. 

Montacute  Worcester   C.  Edward  Moraii. 

Montgomery  ....    Milford   Lewis  Fales. 

Mystic  Pittsfield   William  Kelly. 

Norfolk  Union    .    .    .   Randolph   Hiram  C.  Alden. 

North  Star  Ashland   John  C.  Rockwood. 

Old  Colony    ....   Ilingham   C.  W.  S.  Seymour. 

Olive  Branch  ....    Millbury   E.  H.  Sumner. 

Orange  Orange   John  C.  Felt. 

Orient   South  Dedham  .    .    .  Warren  E.  Locke. 

Oriental  Edgartown   Tristram  R.  Holley. 
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Orphan's  Hope  .  . 

.   East  Weymouth .  . 

.   C.  H.  Pratt 

Oxford  

.  Oxford  

.   George  H.  Amidon. 

Pacific  

.   William  H.  Olney. 

.   James  P.  Stewart. 

.   North  Easton .    .  . 

.    Charles  A.  Wood. 

Paul  Revere  .    .  . 

.   North  Bridgewater  . 

.   Jonas  R.  Perkins. 

.   ELiphalet  Hills. 

Pequosette     .    .  . 

Watertown    .   .  . 

.    Charles  H.  Bradlee. 

Philanthropic .   ,  . 

.   Darius  F.  Weekes. 

Samuel  P.  Marble. 

.   Josiah  R.  Drew. 

.   East  Cambridge  .  . 

.   Luther  L.  Parker. 

Pythagorean  .   .  . 

.    S.  H.  Elder. 

.   John  Wetherbee. 

Quinnebaug  .    .  . 

.    Southbridge  .    .  . 

.    Thomas  Cocroft. 

Republican    .    .  . 

.   Greenfield  .... 

.   J.  G.  Wilson. 

William  W.  Baker. 

Rising  Star    .    .  . 

Robert  Lash  .  . 

.   Benj.  F.  Dodge. 

.   John  A.  Hall. 

.   Joseph  Le  Bosquet 

St.  Albans     .   .  . 

.   E.  W.  Clarke. 

St.  Andrew's  .    .  . 

.   Franklin  Este. 

.    Ellis  Fairbanks. 

.    Solon  Thornton. 

.   Newburyport  .   .  . 

.   Nath.  Greeley. 

.   Newburyport  .    .  . 

.   Daniel  P.  Pike. 

St.  Matthew's     .  . 

.   George  H.  Parker. 

.   Horace  Smith. 

St.  Paul's  .... 

.    Groton  .... 

.   A.  S.  Lawrence. 

.   Luther  M.  Goddard. 

Social  Harmony .  . 

Myron  B.  Hovt 

Solomon's  Temple  . 

.    Daniel  W.  Taft 

.  Athol  

.    Enoch  T.  Lewis. 

Star  in  the  East  .  . 

.   New  Bedford  .    .  . 

.   James  C.  Hitch. 

Star  of  Bethlehem  . 

.    C.  A.  Blanchard. 

Starr  King     .    .  . 

.    William  B.  Upton. 

.  A.H.Willis. 

Daniel  Marsh. 

.    P.  B.  Robinson. 

Addison  Center. 

.    Charles  P.  Swain. 

George  A.  Jones. 
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United  Brethren 
Warren  .  . 
Washington 
Webster 
Wilder  .  . 
Winslow  Lewis 
William  North 
William  Parkman 
William  Sutton 
Wisdom    .  . 
Wyoming  .  . 
Zetland  .   .  . 


Marlboro*   Joseph  W.  Barnes. 

Amesbury  .    .   .   .   •  S.  F.  Merrill. 

Roxbnry   George  F.  Davis. 

Webster   Horace  S.  Briggs. 

Leominster        .    .    .  Samuel  Whittier. 

Boston   Geo.  L.  Andrews. 

Lowell   Edwin  Lamson. 

Winchester    .   .    .    .  H.  W.  Hight. 

Saugus   Benj.  Fi  Colley. 

West  Stockbridge  .    .  Geo.  L.  Bradbury. 

Melrose   G.  C.  Stantial. 

Boston   George  R.  Rogers. 


PAST  OFFICERS  AND  PERMANENT  MEMBERS. 
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OF  "  THE  ST.  JOHN'S  GRAND  LODGE "  FROM  1733  TO  THE 
UNION  IN  1792. 


Henry  Price. 
Robert  jTomlinson. 
Thomas  Oxnard. 


Jeremy  Gridley. 
John  Rows. 
John  Cutler. 


OF  "  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  GRAND  LODGE  »  FROM  1769  TO 
THE  UNION  IN  1792. 


Joseph  Warren. 
Joseph  Webb. 


John  Warren. 
Moses  M.  Hayes. 
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PERMANENT  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

GRAND   LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

Since  the  union  of  "  The  St.  John's  Grand  Lodge"  and  "  The  Mas- 
sachusetts Grand  Lodge,"  March  5,  1792. 


Ifast  ©rai 

♦John  Cutler,  1792,  93. 
♦Paul  Revere,  1794-96. 
♦Josiah  Bartlett,  1797,98. 
♦Samuel  Dunn,  1799-1801. 
♦Isaiah  Thomas,  1802-1804,  1808. 
♦Timothy  Bigelow,  1805-7,  1810-12. 
♦Benjamin  Russell,  1813-15. 
♦Francis  J.  Oliver,  1816-18. 
♦Samuel  P.  P.  Fay,  1819. 
♦John  Dixwell,  1820-22. 
♦John  Abbott,  1823-25,  1833. 
♦John  Soley,  1826-28. 
•Joseph  Jenkins,  1829-31. 


ti  Piasters. 

♦Elijah  Crane,  1832. 
,  ♦Joshua  B.  Flint,  1834-36 
!  ♦Rev.  Paul  Dean,  1837-39. 

♦Caleb  Butler,  1840,  41. 

♦Augustus  Peabody,  1842-44. 
I  ♦Simon  W.  Robinson,  1845-17. 

♦Edward  A.  Raymond,  1848-50. 
I  Rt.  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Randall,  1851-53. 
j  Winsiow  Lewis,  1854,  55, 1859. 
.  John  T.  Heard,  1866-68. 
I  VVm.  D.  Coolidge,  1860,  61. 

William  Parkman,  1862-64. 

Charles  C.  Dame,  1865-67. 


idast  IBeputg  ©ranti  fH asters. 


♦John  Lowell,  1792. 
♦Josiah  Bartlett,  1793 
♦William  Scollay,  1794,  95. 
♦Samuel  Dunn,  1796-98. 
♦Joseph  Laughton,  1799-1801. 
♦Simon  Elliot,  1802-1808. 


I  ♦John  Boyle,  1808,  1809. 
|  ♦Samuel  Bradford,  1810. 

♦Rev.  Thad.  M.  Harris,  1811. 

♦Francis  J.  Oliver,  1812-15. 
\  ♦John  Dixwell,  1816, 17. 

♦Samuel  P.  P.  Ay,  1818. 
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*Rev.  Asa  Eaton,  1819. 
♦John  Abbott,  1820-22. 
♦Caleb  Butler,  1823-25. 
♦John  BarUett,  1826-28. 
♦Elijah  Morse,  1829. 
•William  Hilliard,  1830. 
♦David  Wilder,  1831. 
Abraham  A.  Dame,  1832,  33. 
♦Rev.  Paul  Dean,  1834-36. 
George  G.  Smith,  1837-39. 
♦Simon  W.  Robinson,  1840-42. 
♦John  B.  Ham  matt,  1843. 
Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Wells,  1844. 
Winslow  Lewis,  1845-47. 


Rt.  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Randall,  1848-60. 
Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  1851-53. 
Abraham  T.  Lowe,  1854,  56. 
♦Rev.  William  Flint,  1866-68. 
Charles  R.  Train,  1858. 
J.  V.  C.  Smith,  1859. 
G.  W.  Warren,  1860. 
Marshall  P.  Wilder,  1861. 
Charles  C.  Dame,  1862-64. 
Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  1865. 
Newall  A.  Thompson,  1866. 
Charles  W.  Moore,  1867. 
Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  1868. 


$asrt  Senior  ©ranti  Wardens. 


♦Josiah  Bartlett,  1792. 
♦Mungo  Mackay,  1793. 
♦Isaiah  Thomas,  1794-96. 
♦Joseph  Laugh  ton,  1797,  98. 
♦John  Boyle,  1799-1801. 
♦Isaac  Hurd,  1802. 
♦Timothy  Bigelow,  1803,  1804. 
♦John  Soley,  1805,  1806. 
♦Shubael  Bell,  1807. 
♦Henry  Fowle,  1808. 
♦Francis  J.  Oliver,  1809-11. 
♦Benjamin  Russell,  1812. 
♦John  Abbott,  1813. 
♦  John  B.  Hammatt,  1814,  15. 
♦Augustus  Peabody,  1816. 
♦Caleb  Butler,  1817,  18. 
♦Andrew  Sigourney,  1819. 
♦Thomas  Cole,  1820,  21. 
♦Elijah  Crane,  1822. 
♦Samuel  Thaxter,  1823-25. 
♦John  Keyes,  1826,  27. 
♦Seth  Sprague,  Jr.,  1828. 
Abraham  A.  Dame,  1829-31. 
♦William  J.  Whipple,  1832. 
♦Elias  Haskell,  1833-35. 
♦Benjamin  B.  Appleton,  1836. 


♦Simon  W.  Robinson,  1837-39. 
♦Thomas  Tolman,  1840-42. 
♦Robert  Lash,  1843. 
♦Robort  Keith,  1844. 
♦Edward  A  Raymond,  1845-47. 
♦John  J.  Loring,  1848. 
♦Thomas  M.  Vinson,  1849,  50. 
♦William  Ferson,  1851. 
Daniel  Harwood,  1862. 
Richard  S.  Spofford,  1868. 
William  C.  Plunkett,  1854. 
John  T.  Heard,  1855. 
Bradford  L.  Wales,  1856. 
Henry  Goddard,  1857, 
Lorenzo  H.  Gam  well,  1858. 
Joel  Spalding,  1869. 
William  North,  1860. 
Henry  Chickering,  1861. 
William  W.  Baker,  1862. 
William  S.  Gardner,  1868. 
Wendell  T.  Davis,  1864. 
William  Sutton,  1866. 
Samuel  P.  Oliver,  1866. 
William  F.  Salmon,  1867. 
Ithamar  F.  Conkey,  1868. 
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$}a*t  Junior  ©ranti  EHarten*. 


♦Mun go  Mackay,  1792. 
♦Samuel  Parkman,  1793. 
•Richard  Salter,  1794. 
♦Joseph  Latighton,  1795,  96. 
•William  LitUe,  1797. 
•John  Boyle,  1798. 
•Rev.  Thad.  M.  Harris,  1799. 
•Isaac  Hurd,  1800,  1801. 
♦Timothy  Bigelow,  1802. 
•John  Soley,  1803,  1804. 
•Shubael  Bell,  1805,  1806. 
•Henry  Fowle,  1807. 
•Francis  J.  Oliver,  1808. 
•Oliver  Prescott,  1809. 
•Benjamin  Russell,  1810, 11. 
♦John  Abbott,  1812. 
•John  B.  Hammatt,  1813. 
♦Joseph  Baker,  1814,  16. 
♦Ralph  Hv  French,  1816. 
♦James  C.*King,  1817. 
♦Joseph  Jenkins,  1818. 
♦Thomas  Cole,  1819. 
♦Elijah  Crane,  1820,  21. 
♦Samuel  Thaxter,  1822. 
♦John  Keyes,  1823-25. 
♦John  Mills,  1826. 
♦Henry  Purkitt,  1827. 
♦Abraham  A.  Dame,  1828. 
♦William  J.  Whipple,  1829-31. 


1  ♦James  A.  Dickson,  1832. 

|  ♦Benjamin  B.  Apple  ton,  1833-35. 

♦Simeon  W.  Robinson,  1836. 
1  ♦C.  Gayton  Pickman,  1837-39. 
!  Winslow  Lewis,  1840-42. 
i  ♦Thomas  Power,  1843. 
'  John  Hews,  1844. 
i  ♦John  R.  Bradford,  1845-47. 

♦Thomas  M.  Vinson,  1848. 
!  ♦Asa  T.  Newhall,  1449,  50. 
'  John  Flint,  1861. 
i  ♦Rev.  Benjamin  Huntoon,  1852. 

Jonas  A.  Marshall,  1853. 
!  Samuel  K.  Hutchinson,  1854. 
,  Charles  R.  Train,  1856. 

John  H.  Sheppard,  1866. 
|  Isaac  Hull  Wright,  1857. 
'  Charles  Robbins,  1868. 
•  William  D.  Coolidge,  1859. 
|  ♦JesseP.  Pattee,  1860. 
[  Peter  C.  Jones,  1861. 
i  Daniel  Reynolds,  1862. 

Benjamin  Dean,  1863. 

Solon  Thornton,  1864. 
I  Wyzeman  Marshall,  1866. 
■  Henry  Mulliken,  1866. 

George  H.  Taber,  1867. 
I  Ivory  H.  Pope,  1868. 


ftecortomg  ©tanti  Secretaries 

Since  the  union  in  1792  (not  permanent  members  ex-officio). 


♦Thomas  Farrington,  1792. 
♦Samuel  Colesworthy,  1793. 
♦Daniel  Oliver,  1794-1801. 
♦John  Proctor,  1802-10. 


♦John  Soley,  1811-18. 
♦Thomas  Power,  1819-32. 
Charles  W.  Moore,  1833-66. 
Solon  Thornton,  1867.- 


CONSTITUTIONS 


OF  TUB 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


GENERAL  REGULATIONS 


Hfje  (Bofaetnmcnt  of  tfje  Craft  unfaer  ft*  Jurist  ict ton. 


BOSTON: 
METROPOLITAN  PRINTING  COMPANY, 
21  School  Stbkxt. 
1870. 


ACT   OF  INCORPORATION. 


Comnumtoealti)  of  fflaaaacfjuaetta. 

IN  THE  TEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-NINE. 


AN  ACT 

TO  INCORPORATE  THE  MASTER,  WARDENS,  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ORAND 
LODGE  OF  MASONS  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows :  — 

Sect.  1. — John  T.  Heard,  Grand  Master,  and  his  associates,  the  Grand 
Wardens  and  Members  of  the  Voluntary  Association  known  as  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  Massachusetts,  and  their  successors, 
are  hereby  incorporated,  and  made  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  "  The 
Master,  Wardens,  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons 
in  Massachusetts,"  for  the  purpose  of  managing  and  administering  the 
Charity  funds  belonging  to  said  voluntary  association,  with  power  to  have 
a  common  seal,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  make  and  ordain,  from  time  to  time, 
By-Laws,  Rules,  and  Regulations,  for  the  government  and  management  of 
the  Corporation,  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
and  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  that  they  have  all  the  privileges,  and 
be  subject  to  all  the  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  Chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  so  far  as  the  same  are  applicable  to  Corporations  for  chari- 
table purposes. 

Sect.  2. —  The  said  Corporation  may  take  by  purchase,  gift,  grant,  or 
otherwise,  and  hold  Real  Estate  not  exceeding  the  value  of  Two  Hundred 
Thousand  Dollars  [since  increased  to  'Five  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars],  and 
personal  estate  not  exceeding  the  value  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars. 
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Sect.  8.  —  John  T.  Heard  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  the  first  meeting 
of  said  Corporation,  by  advertisement  in  two  newspapers  printed  in  Boston 
one  week  previous  thereto,  and  appoint  the  time  and  place  thereof,  at  which 
meeting  the  mode  of  calling  future  meetings  shall  be  regulated. 

Sect.  4.  — This  Act  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  its  passage. 


House  of  Representatives,  March  1, 1869. 

Passed  to  be  enacted 

CHARLES  HALE,  Sf«ai*r. 
In  Senate,  March  1,  1869. 

Passed  to  be  enacted. 

CHARLES  A.  PHELPS,  President. 


Approved. 


A  true  copy. 


March  1,  1859. 
N.  P.  BANKS. 

Secretary's  Department,  Boston,  March  2, 1859. 

Attest,  OLIVER  WARNER, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


CONSTITUTIONS 


OF  THE 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


HERE  AS,  the  voluntary  association  known  by  the  title 


of  w  The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ancient,  Free,  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts, 99  having  obtained  and 
accepted  an  Act  of  Incorporation  from  the  General  Court 
of  Massachusetts,  dated  March  1,  1859,  with  power  "to 
make  and  ordain,  from  time  to  time,  By-Laws,  Rules,  and 
Regulations  for  the  government  and  management  of  the 
Corporation,  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth": 

Now,  therefore,  the  said  Grand  Lodge  doth  hereby 
make,  ordain,  and  promulgate  the  following  as  the  By-Laws, 
Rules,  and  Regulations  of  the  Master,  Wardens,  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in  Massachusetts. 


PREAMBLE. 


CONSTITUTIONS  OP 


'  |)  a  r  t  Jf  t  r  s  t. 


ARTICLE  I. 

SEAL.  —  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Sect.  1.  —  That  the  Seal  here- 
tofore used  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
when  acting  as  a  voluntary  associ- 
ation, shall  be  the  Seal  of  the  Cor- 
poration, to  be  kept  and  used  by 
the  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 
Sect.  2.  — The' Board  of  Di- 
rectors shall  be  composed  of  the  Grand  Master  and  eight 
other  members,  of  whom  four,  at  least,  shall  be  permanent 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  four  may  be  chosen  from 
the  members  of  subordinate  Lodges  in  the  Commonwealth, 
who  shall,  while  they  are  Directors,  be  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  At  the  Annual  Election  in  December,  1869,  four 
Directors,  two  of  each  class,  shall  be  chosen  for  one  year,  and 
four,  two  of  each  class,  for  two  years.  At  each  Annual 
Meeting  thereafter,  four  Directors,  two  of  each  class,  shall  be 
chosen  for  two  years.  Vacancies  may  be  filled  at  any  Stated 
Meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  for  an  unexpired  term,  the 
Director  so  chosen  to  be  of  the  class  vacated.  The  Board  of 
Directors  may  appoint  its  own  Clerk,  who  shall  be  Clerk  of 
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the  Corporation,  who  shall  remain  in  office  until  his  successor 
is  elected  and  qualified.  The  Grand  Master  shall  be  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board,  and,  in  his  absence,  the  Deputy  Grand 
Master  shall  act  and  preside  in  his  place.  New  members  of 
the  Board  shall  enter  upon  their  duties  after  the  annual  in- 
stallation of  the  Grand  Master.  Meetings  of  said  Board  to  be 
called  and  notified  in  such  manner  and  at  such  times  as  they 
shall  determine ;  and  the  action  of  a  majority  of  the  Board 
to  be  binding;  said  Board,  however,  to  be  at  all  times 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Corporation. 

AETICLE  II. 

OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS.  —  RANK  AND  TITLES. 

Sect.  1.  —  The  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  their  rank  and  titles,  shall  be  as  follows  :  — 


1.  M.W.  Grand  Master. 

2.  R.W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 


8. 

fi 

Senior  Grand  Warden. 

4. 

»> 

Junto:*  Grand  Warden 

5. 

if 

Fast  Grand  Masters. 

6. 

Fast  Deputy  Gr.  Masters. 

7. 

}» 

Fast  Grand  Wardens. 

8. 

tt 

Grand  Treasurer. 

9. 

Recording  Gr.  Secretary. 

10. 

tt 

Corresponding  Gr.  Sec'y- 

11. 

Dist.  Deputy  Gr.  Masters. 

I  12.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplains. 
!  18.  W.  Grand  Marshal. 


14. 

Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

16. 

*t 

Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

16. 

tt 

Grand  Stewards 

17. 

tt 

Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

18. 

tt 

Grand  Standard-Bearer. 

19. 

it 

Grand  Pursuivants. 

20. 

tt 

Grand  Lecturers. 

21.  Br.  Grand  Organist. 

22.  Br.  Grand  Tyler. 


All  of  whom,  together  with  the  Worshipful  Masters,  the 
Senior  and  Junior  Wardens,  and  proxies  of  Lodges,  under 
this  jurisdiction,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  as  members  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Organist  and  Grand  Tyler 
excepted. 
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CONSTITUTIONS  OF 


ARTICLE  III. 

TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  MEETING. 

Sect.  1.  —  The  Regular  Quarterly  Communications  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  Boston  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  December,  March,  June,  and  Septem- 
ber, at  2  o'clock,  p.m.  There  shall  also  be  a  Communica- 
tion held  annually  on  the  27th  of  December,  commencing  at 
6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  for  the  Installation  of  the  Grand 
Officers  and  the  celebration  of  the  Anniversary  of  St.  John 
the  Evangelist. 

Sect.  2. — The  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  whether 
regular  or  special,  shall  be  notified  by  publication  in  one  or 
more  newspapers  printed  in  the  city  of  Boston ;  such  publi- 
cation to  be  at  least  one  week  prior  to  the  time  appointed  for 
holding  such  meetings.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  at 
pleasure  by  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Corporation,  or  by 
vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

POWERS  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE. 

Sect.  1. — By  the  ancient  Constitutions  and  usages  of 
Freemasonry,  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  the  supreme  masonic 
authority  in  this  Commonwealth,  is  invested  with  certain 
original,  essential,  and  unalterable  powers  and  privileges. 
Among  these  is  the  power  of  enacting  laws  and  regulations 
for  the  government  of  the  Craft,  and  of  altering,  repealing, 
and  abrogating   them ;   of  establishing  and  preserving  a 
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uniform  system  of  Work  and  Lectures  ;  of  issuing  Dispensa- 
tions and  Charters  for  new  Lodges,  and  of  suspending  or 
revoking  the  same  for  unmasonic  conduct,  the  non-observ- 
ance of  the  Regulations  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  non- 
payment of  dues,  or  other  neglect  of  duty. 

Sect.  2. — The  Grand  Lodge  has  also,  the  inherent 
power  of  investigating,  regulating,  and  deciding  all  matters 
relative  to  the  Craft,  or  to  particular  Lodges,  or  to  individual 
brothers  ;  which  power  it  may  exercise  either  by  itself  or  by 
such  delegated  authority  as,  in  its  wisdom  and  discretion,  it 
may  appoint;  but  in  the  Grand  Lodge  alone  resides  the 
power  of  revoking  the  Charter  of  Lodges  and  expelling 
brethren  from  the  Craft. 

ARTICLE  V. 

QUALIFICATIONS  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1.  —  No  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of 
Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Grand  Wardens, 
Grand  Treasurer,  Recording  Grand  Secretary,  Correspond- 
ing Grand  Secretary,  or  District  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
unless  he  be  a  Past  Master  of  a  subordinate  Lodge,  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  some  Grand  Lodge,  or  has  heretofore 
held  one  of  the  aforesaid  offices  in  this  Grand  Lodge ;  and 
neither  of  the  officers  here  specially  enumerated  shall,  during 
his  continuance  in  office,  be  Master  or  Warden  of  a  subordi- 
nate Lodge. 

Sect.  2.  —  No  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  an  office  in 

Grand  Lodge  except  he  be  a  permanent  member  thereof,  or 

a  member  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction. 
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CONSTITUTIONS  OP 


ARTICLE  VI. 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1. — The  Grand  Master,  Grand  Wardens,  Grand 
Treasurer,  and  Recording  Grand  Secretary  shall  be  elected 
by  ballot,  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  December,  annually ; 
the  election  to  commence  at  3  o'clock,  p.m.  Two-thirds  of 
the  votes  collected  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice  for  Grand 
Master  and  Grand  Wardens ;  a  majority  for  the  Grand 
Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary. 

Sect.  2.  —  In  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  declina- 
tion of  any  of  the  above  Grand  Officers,  the  Grand  Lodge 
may  proceed  to  elect  and  install  a  successor  at  any  regular 
communication  after  such  event. 

Sect.  3.  —  The  Grand  Master  shall  not  be  eligible  for 
more  than  three  years  successively,  except  by  unanimous  vote 
of  Grand  Lodge,  taken  by  ballot,  at  the  annual  meeting,  on 
the  question  of  re-nomination.  If  the  ballot  be  clear  in  the 
affirmative,  he  may  again  be  put  in  nomination  for  re-election. 

Sect.  4. — The. Grand  Wardens  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  regulation  as  in  the  case  of  Grand  Master,  except  that 
the  Junior  Grand  Warden  may  be  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Sect.  5. — All  Grand  Officers  not  herein  designated  for 
election  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Sect.  6.— In  all  elections  by  ballot,  every  member  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote,  and  one  only, 
unless  be  be  a  representative  of  a  subordinate  Lodge.  A 
member  cannot  delegate  his  right  of  voting  to  another* 
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Sect.  7.  — No  officer  or  permanent  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  one  vote,  unless  he  be 
also  a  Master  or  Warden  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  under  this 
jurisdiction.  A  permanent  member,  resuming  office  in  Grand 
Lodge,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  only. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

INSTALLATION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1. — The  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  elected  and 
appointed,  shall  be  annually  installed  on  the  ensuing  anni- 
versary of  St.  John  the  Evangelist.  When  that  festival 
shall  happen  on  a  Saturday,  Sunday,  or  Monday,  the  instal- 
lation shall  take  place  on  the  following  Tuesday.  The 
Grand  Master  shall  be  installed  by  his  immediate  predeces- 
sor ;  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  Senior  Past  Grand  Master 
present ;  and  in  the  absence  of  such  Past  Grand  Master,  by 
the  Senior  Past  Master  present. 

Sect.  2.  —  In  case  the  Grand.  Master  elect  cannot  attend 
at  the  time  appointed  for  his  installation,  he  may  be  installed 
by  proxy,  on  signifying  his  acceptance  of  the  office.  But 
such  proxy  must  be  a  Past  Grand  Master,  or  the  Senior  Past 
Master  present. 

Sect.  3.  —  The  Grand  Master,  if  present,  shall  install 
the  elective  officers  and  his  Deputy.  If  absent,  his  proxy 
shall  install  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  who  shall  install  the 
remaining  officers.  The  appointed  officers  may  be  installed 
by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master.  In  case  of  the  absence  of  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  either  of  the  Grand  Wardens,  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  or  Recording  Grand  Secretary,  they  may 
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be  installed  by  proxies,  who  shall  be  past  officers  of  cor- 
responding rank,  or  Past  Masters  of  subordinate  Lodges  and 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  proxies  for  all  other 
officers,  except  Grand  Chaplain  and  Tyler,  must  also  be 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  4.  —  The  several  Grand  Officers,  previous  to  their 
installation,  shall  make  the  following  declaration :  — 

"  I  solemnly  promise,  upon  the  honor  of  a  Mason,  that,  in  the 

office  of  ,  I  will,  according  to  the  best  of  my  abilities, 

Strictly  comply  with  the  Constitutions  and  Regulations  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  all  other  ancient  masonic  usages,  so  far  as  the 
same  shall  come  to  my  knowledge." 

Sect.  5.  —  All  Grand  Officers,  elected  or  appointed, 
when  installed,  shall  be  proclaimed  by  the  Grand  Marshal, 
and  shall  retain  their  stations  until  their  successors  are  duly 
elected  and  installed. 

Sect.  6.  —  No  elected  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  of 
any  subordinate  Lodge,  shall  act  as  such  until  he  is  duly 
installed. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

POWER  AND  DUTY  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1. — The  Grand  Master  enjoys  all  the  powers  and 
prerogatives  conferred  by  the  ancient  Constitutions  and  the 
usages  and  landmarks  of  the  Craft.  He  may  convene  any 
Lodge  within  his  jurisdiction,  preside  therein  (with  his  offi- 
cers or  otherwise),  inspect  their  proceedings,  and  require 
their  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge ; 
and  for  dereliction  of  duty,  or  other  unmasonic  conduct,  he 
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may  suspend  a  brother,  or  a  Lodge,  until  the  ensuing  meet- 
ing of  the  Grand  Lodge,  when  he  shall  present  the  reasons 
for  such  suspension  in  writing.  He  may  also  grant  dispen- 
sations for  processions  and  conferring  the  degrees,  and  do  all 
such  other  acts  and  deeds  as  are  warranted  or  required  of 
him  by  the  regulations  and  the  ancient  usages  of  the  Fra- 
ternity, 

Sect.  2. — The  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Grand  Master,  preside  in  Grand  Lodge,  and 
perform  such  duties,  and  possess  such  authority,  while  the 
Grand  Lodge  is  in  session,  as  appertain  to  the  Grand 
Master ;  and  in  case  of  the  inability  of  the  Grand  Master, 
from  sickness  or  other  cause,  to  attend,  he  may,  with  the 
consent  and  approbation  of  the  elective  Grand  Officers,  call 
f  special  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  should  the  interest 

of  the  Craft,  in  their  opinion,  at  any  time  require  it.  He 
may  also,  by  permission  of  the  Grand  Master,  in  writing, 
call  meetings  of  the  Grand  Officers,  and  such  experienced 
brethren  as  they  may  think  proper  to  invite,  for  consultation 
on  matters  relative  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  its  interests.  All 
such  meetings,  however,  not  having  the.  approbation  of  the 
Grand  Master,  shall  be  deemed  irregular. 

Sect.  3.  —  In  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the 
Grand  Master,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  be,  ex  officio. 
Grand  Master  until  a  successor  be  chosen. 

Sect.  4.  —  The  Grand  Wardens  are  to  assist  the  Grand 
Master,  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  and,  whenever  required,  are  to 
attend  him ;  and,  while  he  presides  in  any  particular  subor- 
dinate Lodge,  are  to  act  there  as  his  Wardens. 

Sect.  5.  —  In  the  absence  of  the  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
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the  senior  Past  Grand  Warden  present  shall  wear  his  jewel. 
In  the  absence  of  all  Past  Grand  Wardens,  the  senior  Past 
Master  present  shall  act  pro  tempore. 

Sect.  6.  —  In  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  shall  pre- 
side ;  and,  in  his  absence,  the  Junior  Grand  Warden.  In 
the  absence  of  each  of  them,  the  Past  Grand  Masters, 
Deputy  Grand  Masters  and  Grand  Wardens,  according  to 
seniority ;  and  if  no  officer  of  either  grade  be  present,  the 
senior  Past  Master  is  to  preside,  unless  he  waive  his  right  in 
favor  of  another  brother,  who  is  a  Past  Master.  In  either 
of  these  cases,  the  presiding  officer  (unless  he  be  a  Past 
Grand  Master)  shall  wear  the  jewel  of  the  Deputy  Grand 
Master. 

Sect.  7.  — The  Grand  Treasurer  shall  have  the  charge  of 
the  personal  property  and  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  shall 
give  bonds  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust,  in  such  sum 
and  with  such  sureties  as  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  require; 
and  shall  from  time  to  time  invest  all  unappropriated  funds 
in  his  hands  in  such  manner  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall 
direct.  He  shall  receive  all  moneys  from  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters,  as  well  as  all  other  moneys  paid  to  the  Grand 
Lodge ;  shall  pay  all  bills  passed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  ; 
and  shall  have  in  his  care  all  the  regalia  not  entrusted  to  the 
Senior  Grand  Steward,  and  all  charters,  records,  seals,  and 
regalia  returned  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  shall  keep  an 
accurate  account  of  all  money  by  him  received  and  paid ; 
and  shall  annually  render  an  account  thereof,  with  a  schedule 
of  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  the  Board  of  Directors ; 
shall  deliver  to  his  successor  in  office  the  funds  and  all  other 
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property  of  the  Grand  Lodge  entrusted  to  his  care,  taking 
duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  one  of  which  receipts  he  shall 
deposit  with  the  Recording  Secretary. 

Sect.  8.  —  The  Recording  Grand  Secretary  shall  give 
seasonable  notice,  in  a  public  paper,  of  each  regular  com- 
munication of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  shall  notify,  by  letter, 
all  officers  and  permanent  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
together  with  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  subordinate 
Lodges  through  their  respective  Secretaries.  Special  meet- 
ings may  be  notified  in  the  manner  above  provided.  He 
shall  make  a  correct  record  of  all  the  transactions  of  the 
Grand  Lodge ;  receive  petitions,  applications,  and  appeals, 
and  lay  them  before  the  Grand  Master ;  shall  fill,  attest,  and 
affix  the  Grand  Seal  to  all  Warrants,  Charters,  Commissions, 
and  Certificates,  by  order  of  the  Grand  Master ;  and  shall 
keep  a  list  of  all  the  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction,  according 
to  seniority.  He  shall  present  the  chairman  of  every  com- 
mittee with  a  copy  of  the  vote  of  his  appointment,  and  shall 
attend  all  committees,  with  such  documents  as  are  in 'his 
possession,  when  required ;  and  record  all  reports  of  com- 
mittees which  may  be  accepted  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  He 
shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  forward  to  each 
member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  one,  and  to  each  District  Dep- 
uty Grand  Master  such  number  of  copies  of  the  edicts  and 
regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  have  been  passed  the 
preceding  year,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Grand  Master, 
and  all  such  other  transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  information  and  regulation  of  the 
subordinate  Lodges,  in  which  shall  be  included  a  correct  list 
of  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  District  Deputy 
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Grand  Masters,  for  the  current  year.  He  shall  make  a 
transcript  of  the  records  in  the  month  of  September  annually, 
immediately  after  the  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  9.  —  The  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary  shall,  if 
required  by  the  Grand  Master,  answer,  under  his  direction, 
any  foreign  communication  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and 
when  present,  if  desired  by  the  Grand  Master,  read  all 
communications  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  shall  also  be  his 
duty,  from  time  to  time,  to  lay  before  the  Grand  Lodge  such 
matters  of  masonic  interest  as  may  come  to  his  knowledge. 

Sect.  10.  —  The  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  shall 
visit  the  Lodges  in  their  respective  Districts,  and  inspect 
their  By-Laws,  Records,  and  mode  of  Work,  once  a  year  at 
least,  and  before  the  last  week  in  November ;  but,  if  they 
deem  it  for  the  interest  of  Masonry,  they  may  delegate  their 
duties  in  distant  Lodges  to  some  suitable  brother.  They 
shall  have  power  to  grant  Dispensations  for  initiation,  and 
in  cases  of  emergency,  for  public  processions ;  shall  com- 
municate to  the  Lodges  all  edicts  and  regulations  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  furnish  them  with  all  such  diplomas  as 
they  shall  be  entitled  to;  shall  receive  and  receipt  for  all 
dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge ;  receive  the  returns  of  the  Lodges 
and  make  their  remarks  thereon.  They  shall  annually 
transmit  their  returns,  and  all  moneys  in  their  hands,  to  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December ; 
and  if  they  shall  fail  to  comply  with  this  regulation,  unless 
prevented  by  sickness,  or  by  some  other  cause  beyond  their 
control,  they  shall  not  be  eligible  to  re-appointment.  They 
shall  be  reimbursed  their  necessary  expenses  in  visiting  the 
Lodges ;  but  shall  present  their  accounts  to  the  Board  of 
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Directors  for  allowance;  and  each  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  on  receiving  from  the  Grand  Treasurer  the  jewel  of 
his  office  and  the  records  of  the  District  over  which  he  is 
appointed,  shall  give  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  a  receipt  in  the 
following  form,  viz. :  — 

"  Whereas,  I,  ,  have  been  appointed  and  duly  com- 
missioned District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts,  for  the 

 Masonic  District,  and  have  received  the  collar  and  jewel 

appertaining  to  said  office,  and  the  book  of  records  of  said  Dis- 
trict, I  hereby  promise  to  return  the  same,  at  the  expiration  or 
revocation  of  my  Commission,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts ;  and,  in  default  thereof,  I  promise  to 
pay  on  demand,  to  the  order  of  said  Treasurer,  or  whoever  may 
hold  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  said  Grand  Lodge,  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars." 

Sect.  11. — There  shall  be  two  Grand  Chaplains  ap- 
pointed by  the  Grand  Master  on  the  day  of  his  installation, 
who  shall  attend  the  Quarterly  Communications  and  other 
meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  perform  such  clerical 
duties  as  are  suitable  to  the  occasion  and  as  are  established 
by  the  usages  of  the  Fraternity. 

Sect.  12.  —  The  Grand  Marshal  shall  direct  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Grand  Lodge  before  it  is  opened ;  collect  from 
the  members  and  petitioners  in  the  Grand  Lodge  all  com- 
munications, and  place  them  before  the  Grand  Secretary ; 
he  shall  introduce  visitors,  direct  the  formation  of  processions, 
call  the  Lodges  at  every  Communication,  and  communicate 
and  execute  all  commands  of  the  Grand  Master  not  otherwise 
provided  for. 

Sect.  13. — The  Grand  Deacons  are  to  communicate 
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messages ,  and  attend  the  Grand  Master  in  all  processions ; 
and  in  the  absence  of  either  of  them,  the  Grand  Master  shall 
appoint  a  member  to  act  pro  tempore. 

Sect.  14.  —  There  shall  be  four  Grand  Stewards  annu- 
ally appointed.  The  Senior  Grand  Steward  shall  have  in  his 
charge  all  the  jewels,  clothing,  and  furniture  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  ;  and  at  the  Annual  Communication,  and  previous  to 
the  choice  of  officers,  he  shall  render  an  accurate  inventory 
of  everything  committed  to  his  care,  shall  deliver  the  same  to 
his  successor  in  office,  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one 
of  which  receipts  he  shall  deposit  with  the  Grand  Treasurer. 
He  shall,  with  the  assistance  of  his  brother  Stewards,  proper- 
ly distribute  the  jewels  and  clothing,  and  collect  the  same  at 
the  closing  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  15.  — The  Grand  S word-Bearer  shall  take  rank  as 
assistant  Grand  Marshal,  and,  in  the  absence  of  his  principal, 
shall  act  as  his  substitute. 

Sect.  16.  —  There  shall  be  two  Grand  Pursuivants  an- 
nually appointed.  Their  station  shall  be  at  the  inner  door  of 
the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  attend  to  the 
admission  of  the  officers,  members,  and  visitors ;  to  see  that 
they  appear  in  Grand  Lodge  suitably  clothed,  and,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Grand  Marshal,  that  they  take  their  proper 
stations.  They  shall  also  assist  the  Grand  Marshal,  and 
precede  in  all  public  processions  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  17.  — There  shall  be  three  Grand  Lecturers,  being 
Past  Masters,  annually  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
exemplify  the  Work  and  Lectures  of  the  several  degrees,  before 
the  Grand  Lodge,  on  the  Thursday  following  the  Annual 
Communication  in  December,  in  each  year,  for  the  benefit  of 
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the  brethren  generally.  They  shall  also  impart  instruction 
to  any  Lodge  requiring  their  services,  —  the  Lodge  paying 
them  a  reasonable  compensation  therefor.  It  shall  also  be 
their  duty  to  visit  and  instruct  any  Lodge,  under  this  jurisdic- 
tion, at  the  expense  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  whenever  it  shall 
be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Grand  Master 
that  said  Lodge  is  unable  to  bear  the  expense ;  and  they  shall 
report  to  the  Grand  Master,  in  writing,  whenever  and  as 
often  as  they  shall  discover  any  deviations,  either  in  the 
Work  or  Lectures,  from  the  system  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Sect.  18.  —  The  M.W.  Grand  Master  shall  annually 
appoint  a  Library  Committee,  who  shall  have  sole  charge  of 
the  Library. 

Sect.  19.  —  The  Grand  Tyler  is  to  guard  the  outer  door, 
and  see  that  none  enter  previously  to  the  opening  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  except  the  officers  and  members,  unless  by 
special  permission  of  the  Grand  Master. 
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GRAND   CHARITY  FUND. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Sect.  1. — The  Charity  Fund  established  by  this  Grand 
Lodge  shall  be  styled  "the  Charity  Fund  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,"  and  shall  consist  of  Fifty 
Thousand  Dollars. 

Sect  2.  —  The  Charity  Fund  shall  be  held  in  the  name 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  a 
Board  of  Trustees;  and  said  Board  shall  be  styled  "the 
Trustees  of  the  Charity  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts ." 

Sect.  3.  — The  interest  arising  annually  from  this  Fund 
shall  be  appropriated,  as  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  direct,  for 
the  relief  of  such  poor  and  distressed  brethren,  their  widows 
and  orphans,  as  may  be  deemed  worthy  of  assistance ;  but  all 
interest  unappropriated  at  the  end  of  each  year  shall  be  paid 
over  by  the  Trustees  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Provided,  nevertheless.  That  if  this  Fund  shall  at  any  time 
be  reduced  below  the  sum  prescribed  in  Sec.  1,  all  such 
unappropriated  interest  shall  be  added  yearly  to  the  principal, 
until  it  shall  again  amount  to  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars. 
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GENERAL  REGULATIONS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

Sect.  1.  — At  each  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  an  Auditing  Committee,  consisting  of  three  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  report  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  ensuing  Annual  Communication,  and 
before  the  election  of  officers,  an  account  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  preceding  year,  with  a  statement  of  all 
funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

ARTICLE  II. 

DISPENSATIONS  AND  CHARTERS  FOR  NEW  LODGES. 

Sect.  1. — Dispensations  for  holding  new  Lodges  may 
be  issued  by  the  Grand  Master,  or  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  the 
petition  of  not  less  than  seven  Master  Masons  of  known  skill 
and  good  standing;  provided  the  petition  be  countersigned 
by  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  within  whose  District 
the  petitioners  reside,  and  recommended  by  the  Lodge  situ- 
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ated  nearest  to  the  place  where  the  new  Lodge  is  proposed  to 
be  located. 

Sect.  2. — The  fee  for  such  Dispensations  shall  be  ten 
dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  five  dollars 
to  the  Secretary ;  and  every  Dispensation  shall  be  returned 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the 
date  thereof,  together  with  an  attested  transcript  of  all  the 
proceedings  and  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Lodge  working 
under  the  same.  If  these  be  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
a  Charter  of  Constitution  may  be  issued  to  the  petitioners, 
for  which  they  shall  pay  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  fifty  dollars,  forty-five  of  which  shall  be  for 
the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  five  for  the  fiecording 
Grand  Secretary. 

Sect.  3.  —  The  form  of  petition  for  a  Dispensation  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

"  To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Matter  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free, 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

44  We,  the  undersigned,  being  Master  Masons  in  good  stand- 
ing, and  having  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft  at  heart,  are  anxious 
to  exert  our  best  endeavors  to  promote  and  diffuse  the  genuine 
principles  of  Freemasonry;  and,  for  the  convenience  of  our 
respective  dwellings  and  other  good  reasons,  we  are  desirous  of 

forming  a  new  Lodge,  to  be  named  .    We,  therefore,  with 

the  approbation  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  the 
Lodge  nearest  our  residence,  respectfully  pray  for  a  Dispensation 

empowering  us  to  meet  as  a  regular  Lodge  at  ,  on  the  

of  every  month,  and  there  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Ancient 
York  Masonry,  in  a  constitutional  manner,  according  to  the 
forms  of  the  Order  and  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  we 
have  nominated  and  #do  recommend  Brother  A  B  to  be  the 
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first  Master,  Brother  C  D  to  be  the  First  Senior  Warden,  and 
Brother  E  F  to  be  the  first  Junior  Warden  of  the  said  Lodge. 
The  prayer  of  this  petition  being  granted,  we  promise  strict 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  laws 
and  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge." 

Sect.  4.  —  Every  new  Lodge  shall  be  solemnly  consti- 
tuted by  the  Grand  Master  and  his  officers,  or  by  some 
competent  brother  especially  commissioned  by  him  for  the 
purpose.* 

AETICLE  III. 

SURRENDER,  FORFEITURE,  AND  REVOCATION  OF 
CHARTERS. 

Sect.  1. — Every  Charter  surrendered  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  whether  or  not  with  the  intention  of  being  resumed 
at  a  future  period,  shall  be  accompanied  with  the  By-Laws, 
Records,  Seal,  Regalia,  Funds,  and  other  property  of  the 
Lodge  of  every  description  ;  and  all  the  property  of  a  Lodge 
surrendering  its  Charter,  with  the  intention  of  resuming  it, 
shall  be  held  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  trust,  until  such  time 
as  the  Charter  shall  be  restored,  or  the  intention  of  reclaim- 
ing it  abandoned.  The  interest  arising  from  said  funds  and 
other  property  shall  be  made  a  part  of  the  funds  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and,  in  case  of  forfeiture,  the  principal  shall 
be  devoted  to  the  same  object.  No  Charter  thus  deposited 
shall  be  restored,  unless  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall 


*  The  officers  of  a  Lodge  working  under  Dispensation  are  not  entitled  to 
seats  as  representatives  in  Grand  Lodge.  "No  new  Lodge  is  owned,  nor 
their  officers  admitted  into  the  Grand  Lodge,  unless  it  be  regularly  constituted 
and  registered." — Vide  Ancient  Mas.  Reg.,  Art.  XII. 
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have  been  strictly  complied  with,  nor  unless  seven  of  the 
petitioners  for  its  restoration  were  members  of  the  Lodge  at 
the  time  of  its  surrender ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
petitioners  to  notify  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
District,  and  the  Lodge  nearest  to  their  residence,  of  their 
intention  to  petition  for  the  restoration. 

Sect.  2. —  Every  Charter,  when  declared  forfeited,  shall 
be  returned  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  Records,  By-Laws, 
Seal,  Regalia,  Funds,  and  other  property  of  the  Lodge,  of 
every  description ;  and  all  members  of  a  Lodge  who  shall 
refuse  to  make  such  surrender,  or  who  shall  vote  to  divide 
.  the  funds  thereof  among  themselves,  or  to  appropriate  them 
in  any  other  way  than  is  herein  designated,  shall  be  liable  to 
expulsion  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry. 

Sect.  3.  —  If  at  any  time  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to 
suspend  or  cancel  the  Warrant  or  Charter  of  any  Lodge, 
under  this  jurisdiction,  for  irregular  or  unmasonic  conduct, 
the  members  of  said  Lodge,  at  the  time  of  its  having  incurred 
such  penalty,  shall  be  disqualified  to  visit  or  join  any  other 
Lodge,  without  special  permission  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
obtained  on  memorial. 

Sect.  4.  — Any  Mason  knowingly  assisting  at  the  Work 
of  a  Lodge  whose  Warrant  or  Charter  has  been  suspended 
or  cancelled,  shall  be  liable  to  expulsion  from  the  rights  of 
Masonry. 
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AETICLE  IV. 

SUSPENSIONS  AND  EXPULSIONS. 

Sect.  1.  —  Whenever  a  member  of  a  Lodge  or  a 
brother  under  this  jurisdiction,  shall  be  accused  of  any 
offence,  which,  if  proved,  would  subject  him  to  suspension 
or  expulsion,  the  proceedings  in  the  premises  shall  be  con- 
ducted agreeably  to  the  following  Rules  :  — 

I.  The  accusations  shall  be  made  in  writing,  under  the  signa- 
ture of  a  Master  Mason,  and  given  in  charge  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Lodge,  who,  under  the  direction  of  the  Master,  shall  serve, 
or  cause  the  accused  to  be  served,  with  an  attested  copy  of  the 
charges  fourteen  days  at  least  previously  to  the  time  appointed 
for  their  examination :  Provided,  the  residence  of  the  accused 
shall  be  known,  and  shall  be  within  the  distance  of  fifty  miles  of 
the  place  where  the  Lodge  having  the  matter  in  hand  is  located. 
If  the  residence  of  the  accused  be  at  a  greater  distance  than  fifty 
miles,  but  within  the  State,  then,  and  in  that  case,  a  summons  to 
appear  and  show  cause,  forwarded  to  him  by  mail,  or  other  con- 
veyance, twenty  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  trial,  shall  be 
considered  sufficient  service.  If  his  residence  be  out  of  the  State, 
and  unknown,  the' Lodge  may  proceed  to  examine  the  charges,  ex 
'parte;  but,  if  known,  a  summons  shall  be  sent  him  by  mail,  or 
otherwise,  sixty  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  appointed  for  the 
examination. 

II.  The  examination  of  the  charges  shall  be  had  in  a  Lodge 
specially  notified  and  convened  for  the  purpose,  at  which  no 
visitors  shall  be  admitted,  except  as  counsel  or  witnesses. 

III.  The  accused  may  select  any  brother  for  his  counsel :  and 
the  witnesses  shall  testify,  if  Masons,  on  their  honor  as  such. 
Hearsay  evidence  shall  be  excluded. 

IV.  The  question,  4 4  Is  the  accused  guilty  or  not  guilty?" 
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shall  be  distinctly  put  to  each  member  of  the  Lodge,  by  name, 
commencing  with  the  youngest.  The  answer  shall  be  given 
standing,  and  in  a  distinct  and  audible  manner.  The  Secretary 
shall  record  the  answer  as  given. 

V.  If  the  verdict  be  suspension  or  expulsion,  an  attested  copy 
of  the  proceedings  shall  be  sent  up,  at  the  ensuing  meeting  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  for  examination  and  final  action. 

VI.  A  sentence  of  expulsion  shall  not  take  effect  until  con- 
firmed by  this  Grand  Lodge  ;  but  shall  operate  as  a  suspension  of 
the  delinquent  in  the  meantime. 

Sect.  2.  — It  shall  not  be  competent  for  a  Lodge  to  try 
its  Master.  Any  five  members  of  the  Lodge,  or  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  may,  however,  impeach  him  before 
the  Grand  Master,  who  shall  order  an  investigation  of  the 
charges ;  and  if,  in  his  opinion,  they  are  well  founded,  and  of 
a  character  to  justify  the  proceeding,  he  may  suspend  the 
delinquent  and  summon  him  to  appear  at  the  ensufng  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be 
dealt  with  according  to  the  regulations  and  ueuages  in  such 
cases  established. 

Sect.  3.  —  An  expulsion  or  suspension  of  a  brother 
from  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  or  an  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templars,  shall  not  operate  as  an  expulsion  or  suspension 
from  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Sect.  4.  —  No  Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  suspend 
or  expel  a  member  from  the  rights  of  Masonry  for  the  non- 
payment of  dues.  The  highest  penalty  for  such  delinquency 
shall  be  forfeiture  or  suspension  of  membership. 
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AETICLE  V. 

APPEAL  AND  RESTORATION. 

Sect.  1.  —  As  the  Grand  Lodge,  when  congregated,  is  a 
representation  of  every  individual  member  of  the  Fraternity, 
it  necessarily  possesses  a  supreme  superintending  authority, 
and  the  power  of  finally  deciding  on  every  case  which  con- 
cerns the  interest*  of  the  Craft.  Any  brother,  therefore, 
who  may  feel  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  any  Lodge,  or 
other  masonic  authority,  acting  under  this  jurisdiction,  may 
appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  against  such  decision.  The 
appeal  must  be  made  in  writing,  specifying  the  particular 
grievance  complained  of,  and  transmitted  to  the  Recording 
Grand  Secretary  ten  days  at  least  before  the  ensuing  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  A  notice  and  copy  of  the  appeal  shall 
also,  and  at  the  same  time,  be  sent  by  the  appellant  to  the 
party  against  whose  decision  the  appeal  is  made. 

Sect.  2.  — Whenever  this  Grand  Lodge  shall  reverse  or 
abrogate  the  decision  of  a  subordinate  Lodge,  suspending  or 
expelling  a  brother,  and  shall  restore  him  to  the  benefits  and 
privileges  of  Masonry,  he  shall  not  thereby  be  restored  to 
membership  within  the  body  from  which  he  was  suspended 
or  expelled,  without  its  unanimous  consent. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMITTEES —  THEIR  APPOINTMENTS,  ETC. 

Sect.  1. — All  committees,  whose  election  is  not  herein 
provided  for,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master,  or,  in 
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his  absence,  by  the  presiding  officer,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  2.  —  No  brother,  not  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  shall  be  appointed  on  any  committee  therein.  This, 
however,  is  not  intended  to  militate  against  the  right  of  the 
Grand  Master  to  commission  any  brother,  in  writing,  for  a 
specific  purpose. 

Sect.  3.  —  All  committees,  chosen  or  appointed,  shall 
report  their  proceedings,  in  writing,  at  the  next  Communica- 
tion after  thoir  appointment.  The  first  brother  chosen  or 
appointed  shall  be  chairman,  and  shall  furnish  each  of  the 
committee  with  a  copy  of  the  vote  of  his  appointment,  as 
received  from  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  designate  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting. 

Sect.  4.  — The  expenses  of  all  committees  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

REGALIA— dress  in  grand  lodge. 

Sect  1.  —  The  Jewels  of  the  Grand  Officers  shall  be  as 
follows :  — 

I.  The  Jewel  of  the  Grand  Master  shall  be  the  Compasses 
extended  to  45°,  with  the  segment  of  a  circle  at  the  points,  and 
a  gold  plate  included,  on  which  is  represented  an  eye,  eradiated 
within  a  triangle,  also  eradiated! 

The  Jewel  or  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  be  the  Com- 
passes and  Square  united,  with  a  five-pointed  star  in  the  centre. 

The  Jewels  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  shall  be 
the  compasses  extended  to  45°,  with  the  segment  of  a  circle  at 
the  points,  with  a  crescent  in  the  centre. 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  29 


Senior  Grand  Warden,  the  Level. 

Junior  Grand  Warden,  the  Plumb. 

Grand  Treasurer,  a  chased  Key. 

Recording  Grand  Secretary,  cross  Pens  with  a  tie. 

Corresponding  Grand  Secretary,  cross  Pens  with  a  tie. 

Grand  Chaplain,  a  Book  within  a  triangle. 

Grand  Marshal,  cross  Rods. 

Grand  Deacons,  Dove  and  Olive  Branch. 

Grand  Stewards,  Cornucopia. 

Grand  Sword-Bearer,  cross  Swords. 

Grand  Standard-Bearer,  Banner. 

Grand  Pursuivants,  a  Rod  and  Sword  crossed. 

Grand  Lecturer,  open  Book  upon  Square  and  Compasses. 

Grand  Organist,  Lyre. 

Grand  Tyler,  Sword. 

The  Jewel  of  a  Past  Grand  Master  shall  be  the  Compasses 
extended  to  45°,  with  the  segment  of  a  circle  at  the  points,  with 
a  blazing  Sun  in  the  centre. 

The  Jewel  of  a  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  be  the 
Compasses  extended  to  45°,  with  the  segment  of  a  circle  at  the 
points,  with  a  crescent  in  the  centre. 

The  Jewels  of  all  the  Grand  Officers,  with  the  exception  of 
the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  shall  be  within  a  wreath 
composed  of  a  sprig  of  Acacia  and  an  ear  of  Wheat. 

II.  The  Collars  of  the  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
and  Senior  and  Junior  Grand  Wardens,  shall  be  chains  of  gold, 
or  metal  gilt. 

The  Collars  of  the  other  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall 
be  purple,  four  inches  broad,  with  narrow  edging  of  gold  lace, 
and  ornamented  in  the  centre  with  a  pomegranate  embroidered  in 
gold. 

III.  The  Apron  of  the  Grand  Master  shall  be  of  white  lamb- 
skin, lined  with  purple,  ornamented  with  the  blazing  Sun, 
embroidered  in  gold  in  the  centre  ;  on  the  edging  the  pomegranate 
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and  lotus,  with  the  seven-eared  wheat  at  each  corner,  and  also 
on  the  fall,  —  all  in  gold  embroidery,  the  fringe  of  gold  bullion, 
with  purple  edging  and  strings. 

The  Apron  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  be  of  the  same 
material  and  lining,  having  the  emblem  of  his  office  in  gold 
embroidery  in  the  centre,  and  the  pomegranate  and  lotus  alter- 
nately embroidered  in  gold  on  the  edging. 

The  Aprons  of  the  other  Grand  Officers  shall  be  of  white 
lambskin,  lined  with  purple ;  edging  three  and  a  half  inches 
wide,  with  purple  strings ;  ornamented  with  gold,  having  the 
emblems  of  their  office,  in  gold,  in  the  centre. 

IV.  The  Grand  Officers  shall  wear  gauntlets  of  purple,  with 
the  emblem  of  their  office,  embroidered  in  gold,  within  a 
wreath. 

Sect.  2. — The  Apron  of  a  Master  Mason  should  be  a 
plain  white  lambskin,  fourteen  inches  wide  by  twelve  inches 
deep,  with  sky-blue  lining  and  edging,  having  three  rosettes 
of  the  same  color.  No  other  color  shall  be  allowed,  and  no 
other  ornament  should  be  worn,  except  by  officers  and  past 
officers  of  Lodges,  who  may  have  the  emblems  of  their 
offices,  in  silver,  on  the  Apron. 

An  officer  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  should  wear  a  blue 
Sash ;  a  blue  velvet  Collar,  trimmed  with  silver  lace,  and  a 
silver  Jewel. 

The  Jewels  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  shall  be  as  follows :  — 

The  Jewel  of  a  Past  Master  shall  be  the  blazing  Sun,  within 
Compasses,  extended  on  a  Quadrant ;  the  Master,  the  Square ; 
Senior  Warden,  the  Level;  Junior  Warden,  the  Plumb;  Trea- 
surer, the  cross  Keys ;  Secretary,  the  cross  Pens ;  Chaplain,  the 
Bible,  within  a  circle ;  Deacons,  the  Compasses  and  Square 
united  ;  Marshal,  Baton  in  a  square  ;  Stewards,  Cornucopia,  in 
a  circle  ;  Organist,  Lyre  in  a  circle  ;  Tyler,  cross  Swords. 
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Sect.  3.  — No  brother  shall,  on  any  pretence,  be  admitted 
into  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  any  subordinate  Lodge,  without 
his  proper  clothing,  nor  shall  any  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
or  representative  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  (proxies  excepted) , 
be  allowed  to  vote,  without  his  Jewel,  unless  he  offers  a 
satisfactory  excuse  and  have  permission  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

LODGES  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

Sect.  1.  —  Lodges  of  Instruction  may  be  holden  in  any 
town  or  city  in  the  Commonwealth  with  the  permission  of  the 
Grand  Master,  in  writing ;  provided,  however,  that  not  less 
than  two  Lodges  shall  apply  for  such  permission.  The 
brethren  to  whom  such  permission  is  granted  shall  be 
answerable  for  the  proceedings  of  such  Lodge  of  Instruction, 
and  responsible  that  the  mode  of  working  therein  adopted 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  2. — Notice  of  the  times  and  places  of  meeting  of 
such  Lodges  of  Instruction  shall  be  given  to  the  brethren 
in  the  vicinity,  who  shall  be  at  liberty  to  join  the  same, 
subject  to  such  rules,  regulations,  and  assessments  as  may  be 
agreed  upon. 

Sect.  3.  —  Each  Lodge  of  Instruction  shall  keep  a 
record  of  its  proceedings,  and  of  the  names  of  all  visiting 
brethren  present  at  each  meeting,  and  of  brethren  appointed 
to  hold  office;  and  such  record  shall  be  produced  when 
called  for  by  the  Grand  Master,  or  by  the  Lodge  granting 
its  sanction. 

Sect.  4.  —  The  Grand  Master  shall  have  power  to 
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suspend  or  dissolve  any  Lodge  of  Instruction,  when,  in  his 
opinion,  there  shall  be  sufficient  cause  therefor* 

Sect.  5.  —  Any  brother,  being  a  member  of  a  subordi- 
nate Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction,  may  become  a  member 
of  any  Lodge  of  Instruction  in  this  Commonwealth,  by 
complying  with  the  regulations  thereof. 
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SUBORDINATE  LODGES. 


AETICLE  I. 

* 

POWERS  AND  DUTIES. 

Sect.  1.  —  All  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  have  a 
right  to  convene  as  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  to  receive 
and  enter  Apprentices,  pass  Fellow-Crafts,  and  raise  Master 
Masons,  and  assess  fees  therefor ;  to  choose  officers  annually  ; 
establish  funds  for  charitable  purposes,  and  transact  all  mat- 
ters appertaining  to  Masonry,  agreeably  to  their  Charters, 
the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  ancient  usages  of  the 
Craft.  . 

Sect.  2. — The  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  be 

formed  into  Districts  by  the  Grand  Master,  for  each  of 

whicd  a  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  shall  be  annually 

appointed;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Master,  or 

presiding  officer  of  a  Lodge,  when  notified  of  the  intended 

official  visit  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  to  convene 

his  Lodge,  receive  him  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand 

Lodge,  resign  the  chair  to  him  while  making  his  official 

communications,  submit  to  his   inspection  the  By-Laws, 
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Records,  and  'mode  of  Work,  and  deliver  to  him  the  return 
of  the  Lodge,  and  the  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  3.  — The  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  make 
an  annual  return  to  their  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  of 
their  officers  and  members,  of  all  candidates  initiated,  crafted, 
and  raised,  agreeably  to  the  form  established  by  the  Grand 
Lodge;  for  which  purpose  they  shall  be  furnished  with 
suitable  blanks. 

Sect.  4.  —  Should  any  Lodge  neglect  to  make  its  returns 
and  payments  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  space  of  two  years, 
the  Master  and  Wardens  of  such  Lodge  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  attend,  in  their  official  capacity,  any  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  until  such  returns  and  payments  are  made; 
and  should  the  delinquency  continue  for  three  years,  the 
Charter,  funds,  and  regalia  of  such  Lodge  may  be  declared 
forfeited  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Sect.  5., —  No  petition  for  the  removal  of  a  Lodge  from 
the  place  in  which  it  is  located  shall  be  sustained  in  Grand 
Lodge,  unless  said  petition  is  sanctioned  by  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  District  where  said  Lodge  is 
situated,  and  has  the  approbation  of  the  Lodge  nearest  the 
place  where  the  said  Lodge  is  intended  to  be  held ;  the  same 
to  be  signified,  in  writing,  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Nor  shall 
any  Lodge  hold  meetings,  unless  authorized  by  the  Grand 
Master,  in  any  place  other  than  the  one  designated  in  their 
Charter,  under  the  penalty  of  a  forfeiture  thereof. 

Sect.  6.  —  The  majority  of  the  members  of  any  Lodge, 

when  duly  assembled,  shall  have  the  right  to  instruct  their 

Master  and  Wardens  as  their  representatives  in  the  Grand 
Lodge. 
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Sect.  7. — As  every  warranted  Lodge  is  a  constituent 
part  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  which  assembly  all  the  powers 
of  the  Fraternity  reside,  it  is  clear  that  no  other  authority 
can  destroy  the  power  granted  by  a  warrant.  If,  therefore, 
the  majority  of  any  Lodge  should  determine  to  leave  the 
Institution,  or  leave  that  Lodge,  the  Constitution,  or  power 
of  assembling,  remains  with  the  rest  of  the  members  who 
adhere  to  their  allegiance.  If  the  number  remaining  shall, 
however,  be  reduced  to  less  than  seven,  the  Charter  shall 
be  returned,  agreeably  to  the  regulation  in  such  cases  pro- 
vided. 

Sect.  8.  —  If  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  any  Lodge 
be  summoned  to  attend,  or  to  produce  the  Charter,  books, 
papers,  or  accounts  of  their  Lodge,  to  the  Grand  Master,  or 
the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  within  whose  jurisdiction 
it  is  located,  or  any  committee  authorized  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  refuse  to  comply  with  said  summons,  or  give 
satisfactory  reasons  for  non-compliance,  they  may  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  proceedings  shall  be  notified  to  the  Grand 
Lodge;  when,  in  case  of  contumacy,  expulsion  or  revocation 
of  Charter  shall  be  the  penalty. 

Sect.  9.  —  All  Lodges  are  particularly  bound  to  observe 
the  same  usuages  and  customs.  Every  deviation,  therefore, 
from  the  established  mode  of  working  is  highly  improper, 
and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced.  In  order  to  preserve  this 
uniformity,  and  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  among  the 
Craft,  some  members  of  every  Lodge  should  be  deputed  to 
visit  the  other  Lodges  as  often  as  may  be  convenient ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Master  and  Wardens  to  qualify 
themselves  in  the  Work  and  Lectures,  sanctioned  by  the 
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Grand  Lodge,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  instruct  their 
respective  Lodges. 

Sect.  10,  —  Each  Lodge  shall  pay  annually  towards  the 
support  \>f  the  Grand  Lodge,  ten  dollars ;  and  five  dollars 
for  every  candidate  by  them  initiated;  and  shall  receive 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  as  many  Diplomas  as  they  may 
make  Master  Masons. 

ARTICLE  H. 
PROXIES  OF  LODGES. 

Sect.  1. — It  is  the  duty  of  every  Lodge  to  be  repre- 
sented at  the  Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  its 
Master  and  Wardens,  or  by  a  proxy  duly  commissioned, 
under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  and  the  attestation  of  the 
Master  and  Secretary ;  and,  that  there  may  be  no  excuse 
for  neglect  of  this  duty,  each  Lodge  is  authorized  to  appoint 
any  Master  Mason  of  regular  standing,  not  holding  office  in 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  being  a  member  of  said  Lodge,  a 
proxy  to  represent  them  in  the  Grand  Lodge;  and  such 
proxy  shall  have  a  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
during  the  masonic  year  in  which  he  was  appointed,  and  to 
a  vote  when  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  Lodge  he 
represents  shall  not  either  of  them  be  present. 

Sect.  2.  —  Any  Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  but  established  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of 
Massachusetts,  may  constitute  an  honorary  member  of  such 
Lodge  to  act  as  its  proxy  in  Grand  Lodge.  The  letter,  by 
which  a  Lodge  shall  appoint  a  proxy  is  to  be  in  form  and 
substance  as  follows,  viz  :  — 
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To  the  Most  Worshiped  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 


f   SEAL,  j 


Lodg*. 


Be  it  Known,  That  Brother 


of 


 ,  having  been  chosen  by  the  members  of  

Lodge,  in  ,  to  represent  said  Lodge  in  Grand 

Lodge  the  ensuing  year,  I  do,  by  these  presents, 
in  their  behalf,  constitute  and  appoint  him  their 
representative ;  for  them  to  appear,  and  upon  all 
subjects  relating  to  the  Craft  in  general  and  to  said  Lodge  in 
particular,  to  act  and  decide  as  fully  as  though  we  were  person- 
ally present. 

Confirming  the  acts  of  our  beloved  brother,  in  his  capacity 
aforesaid,  we  pray  that  he  may  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and 
protection  to  which  we  are  entitled. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and 
caused  the  seal  of  our  Lodge  to  be  affixed,  this  day  of  , 


A.L.  58—. 


Attest, 


-,  Secretary. 


Sect.  3. — Every  Lodge  represented  by  proxy  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  shall  issue  the  commission  annually.  All 
commissions  of  proxies  shall  expire  with  the  closing  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  on  the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  or 
the  day  of  installation ;  and  no  brother  shall  represent 
more  than  one  Lodge  at  the  same  time,  either  as.  represent- 
ative or  proxy. 

Sect.  4.  —  Every  subordinate  Lodge  under  this  juris- 
diction shall  be*  allowed  three  votes  in  all  elections  and 
other  business  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  whether  represented  by 
one  or  more  of  its  representatives. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

INITIATION  OF  CANDIDATES. 

Sect.  1. — All  applications  for  initiation  shall  be  made 
in  writing,  over  the  signature  of  the  applicant,  and  in  the 
following  form :  — 

FORM  OF  PETITION. 

To  the  W.  Master,  Wardens,  and  Members  of  Lodge  of  Fret  and 

Accepted  Masons. 

The  subscriber  respectfully  represents,  that  having  long  enter- 
tained a  favorable  opinion  of  your  ancient  institution,  he  is 
desirous,  if  found  worthy,  to  be  admitted  a  member  thereof. 

My  place  of  residence  is  . 

Age  . 

Occupation  . 

I  have  before  applied  for  initiation. 

Signed,   . 

[Date.] 

RECOMMENDATION. 

I,     ?   member  of    Lodge  aforesaid,  hereby 

recommend  said  for  initiation. 

Signed,   — . 

No  candidate  shall  be  balloted  for  who  has  not  been 
proposed  at  a  Stated  Monthly  Meeting,  and  who  shall  not 
have  stood  so  proposed  from  one  Regular  Monthly  Meeting 
to  another,  without  a  Dispensation  therefor;  nor  shall  a 
candidate,  in  any  event,  be  balloted  for,  into  whose  moral 
character  a  strict  inquiry  has  not  been  made,  and  whose 
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name  has  not  been  borne  on  the  notifications  for  the  meeting 
at  which  he  is  to  be  balloted  for.  It  shall  not  be  regular  for 
any  Lodge  which  does  not  usually  issue  written  or  printed 
notifications  of  its  meetings,  to  ballot  upon  any  application 
for  the  degrees  when  there  is  a  Dispensation  therefor,  at  any 
but  Stated  Monthly  Meetings,  without  written  or  printed 
notifications  to  the  members  of  the  Lodge,  with  the  name  of 
the  candidate  borne  thereon. 

Sect.  2. — No  candidate,  whose  application  may  be 
rejected  by  a  Lodge,  shall  be  initiated  in  any  Lodge  under 
this  jurisdiction,  other  than  the  one  to  which  he  first  applied, 
without  a  recommendation  from  six  members  of  the  said 
Lodge,  of  whom  the  Master  and  Wardens  shall  be  three. 
And  when  the  Master  and  Wardens  are  unwilling  so  to 
recommend  a  candidate  who  has  been  rejected,  it  shall  be 
their  duty  to  communicate  such  rejection  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
or  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  who  shall  immedi- 
ately communicate  the  same  to  all  the  Lodges  under  his  juris- 
diction.^ And  if  any  Mason  knowingly  assist,  or  recommend 
for  initiation,  to  any  Lodge  whatever,  any  candidate  rejected 
as  aforesaid,  who  may  not  have  obtained  a  recommendation 
as  before,  provided,  such  Mason  shall  be  expelled  from  the 
institution,  or  subjected  to  such  other  penalty  as  the  Grand 
Lodge  may  see  cause  to  impose. 

Any  candidate  residing  within  this  State,  whose  application 
has  been  rejected,  who  shall  be  initiated  in  any  other  Lodge, 
without  the  recommendation  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  a 
clandestine  Mason,  and  shall  not  be  allowed  to  visit  any 
Lodge  within  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  Craft  is  hereby  for- 
bidden to  hold  masonic  intercourse  with  him. 
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Sect.  3.  — The  general  rule  which  governs  the  Order  in 
the  admission  of  members  is,  that  such  admission  is  to  be 
sanctioned  by  entire  unanimity;  and  so  sacred  and  funda- 
mental does  the  Grand  Lodge  conceive  this  rule  to  be,  that 
no  candidate  shall  be  initiated  in  any  Lodge,  under  this 
jurisdiction,  without  a  clear  and  unanimous  vote  in  his  favor. 
Every  member  present  shall  vote  on  the  application,  unless 
excused  by  the  Lodge. 

Sect.  4.  —  By  the  ancient  regulations,  the  physical 
deformity  of  an  individual  operates  as  a  bar  to  his  admission 
into  the  Fraternity.  But  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this 
regulation  was  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  Craft  at  a 
period  when  they  united  the  character  of  operative  with  that 
of  speculative  Masons,  this  Grand  Lodge,  in  common  it 
is  believed  with  most  of  her  sister  Grand  Lodges  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe,  has  authorized  such  a  construction  of 
the  regulation  as  that  where  the  deformity  does  not  amount 
to  an  inability  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  ritual,  and 
honestly  to  acquire  the  means  of  subsistence,  it  constitutes 
no  hindrance  to  initiation. 

Sect.  5. — Application  for  initiation  shall  be  made  to 
the  Lodge  in  the  town  or  city  where  the  petitioner  resides,  if 
there  be  a  Lodge  therein;  but  if  there  be  none,  then  he 
shall  apply  to  the  Lodge  most  convenient  to  his  residence, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Lodge  to  make  due  and 
careful  inquiry  as  to  the  moral  standing  of  the  petitioner,  of 
some  respectable  and  reliable  person  or  persons  living  in  the 
place  of  his  residence,  before  he  shall  be  initiated.  And  no 
persons  residing  in  a  town  or  city  where  there  is  a  Lodge 
shall  be  initiated  in  any  other  town  or  city,  without  the 
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written  consent  and  recommendation  of  the  Master,  one 
Warden,  and  two  members  at  least,  of  each  Lodge  in  the 
town  or  city  where  he  resides ;  provided,  however,  that 
where  there  are  more  than  two  Lodges  in  any  town  or  city, 
such  consent  and  recommendation  shall  not  be  required  of 
more  than  two  of  them.  Nor  shall  any  candidate  be  received 
from  any  other  State  (he  being  a  resident  thereof)  where  a 
regular  Lodge  is  established,  without  the  written  permission 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  such  State. 

Sect.  6.  —  No  Entered  Apprentice  or  Fellow-Craft, 
initiated  or  passed  in  any  Lodge  within  the  United  States, 
shall  be  passed  or  raised  in  any  Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  Lodge 
in  which  he  was  first  admitted,  or  a  Dispensation  from  the 
Grand  Master. 

Sect.  7. —  Any  member  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  may 
object  to  the  initiation,  passing,  or  raising  of  a  candidate,  at 
any  time  before  the  degree  is  conferred ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Lodge  to  investigate  such  objections  before 
proceeding  further  with  the  candidate. 

Sect.  8.  —  The  fee  demanded  by  a  Lodge  for  initiating, 
crafting,  and  raising  a  Mason,  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty- 
five  dollars,  including  the  fee  to  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  no 
Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction  shall  take  notes  of  hand  for 
fees,  or  grant  any  time  of  credit  therefor. 

Sect  9.  —  No  Lodge,  in  the  absence  of  the  Master  and 
Wardens,  shall  initiate,  craft,  or  raise  a  candidate. 

Sect.  10.  —  No  Lodge  shall  hold  more  than  one  Com- 
munication on  the  same  day,  nor  confer  either  of  the  three 
degrees  upon  more  than  five  candidates  at  one  (Jommu- 
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nication.  No  Lodge  shall  permit  more  than  one  candidate 
to  be  present  at  the  same  time  in  the  first  section  of  the  first 
degree,  nor  in  the  second  section  of  the  third  degree. 

Note.  —  In  the  discussion  of  this  Article  in  Grand  Lodge,  the  first  Section 
being  under  consideration,  the  opinion  was  expressed  and  acquiesced  in  that 
the  clause  in  said  section  which  requires  the  names  of  candidates  to  be 
borne  on  the  notifications  for  the  meeting  at  which  the  balloting  takes  place, 
is  not  intended  to  affect  the  Lodges  in  the  country,  which  do  not  issue  written 
notifications. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  REGULATIONS. 

Sect.  1,  —  No  business,  other  than  that  appertaining  to 
the  Work  and  Lectures,  shall  be  transacted  in  a  Lodge  while 
open  on  the  first  or  second  degree.  All  general  business, 
such  as  the  election  and  installation  of  officers,  the  discussion 
of  questions  relating  to  the  general  interests  of  the  Fraternity, 
and  the  local  affairs  of  the  Lodge,  shall  be  transacted  in  a 
Masters'  Lodge. 

Sect.  2.  —  The  Lodges  shall  admit  as  members  such  only 
as  are  Master  Masons.  Any  brother  having  been  dis- 
charged for  non-payment  of  dues,  shall  not  be  admitted  to 
membership  in  any  other  Lodge  until  the  same  are  paid  or 
remitted.  The  receipt  or  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Lodge  of  which  the  applicant  was  last  a  member,  shall 
be  satisfactory  evidence  that  his  dues  have  been  liquidated. 

Sect.  3.  —  The  Master  of  any  Lodge  under  this  jurisdic- 
tion, who  has  faithfully  discharged  his  duties  and  complied 
with  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  shall,  at  the  end  of  his 
first  ytear,  be  presented  by  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master 
with  a  Past  Master's  Diploma. 

Sect.  4.  —  Any  Lodge  may  take  cognizance  of  the 
conduct  of  any  sojourning  brother  or  brethren,  not  attached 
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to  any  particular  Lodge,  upon  a  charge  of  unmasonic  con- 
duct. 

Sect.  5. — No  Lodge  shall  encourage,  promote,  or  per- 
mit the  delivery  of  any  masonic  lectures,  which  have  not 
been  sanctioned  and  authorized  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  Nor 
shall  any  Mason  be  permitted  to  deliver  such  lectures  under 
this  jurisdiction. 

Sect.  6.  —  No  Lodge  shall  form  a  public  procession 
without  permission  from  the  Grand  Master  (or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, the  Deputy  Grand  Master,)  or  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  within  whose  District  it  is  located. 

Sect.  7.  — No  Mason  can  be  interred  with  the  formalities 
of  the  Order,  unless  it  be  at  his  own  special  request,  without 
a  Dispensation  from  the  Grand  Muster;  nor  under  any 
circumstances,  unless  he  has  been  advanced  to  the  degree  of 
a  Master  Mason. 

Sect.  8.  —  No  Lodge,  or  officer  or  member  of  a  Lodge, 
shall  under  any  circumstances  give  a  certificate  or  recom- 
mendation to  enable  a  Mason  to  proceed  from  Lodge  to 
Lodge  as  a  pauper,  or  in  an  itinerant  manner  to  apply  to 
Lodges  for  relief. 

Sect.  9.  —  It  shall  not  be  permitted  to  introduce  political 
or  other  exciting  topics  for  discussion  in  any  Lodge  under 
this  jurisdiction. 

Sect.  10.  —  A  Lodge  ought  to  meet  once  in  each  calen- 
dar month,  but  may  with  propriety  adjourn  during  the  sum- 
mer months  of  June,  July,  and  August. 

Sect.  11.  —  The  Master  of  a  Lodge  has  the  special  charge 
of  its  Charter,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  it  is  carefully 
preserved.  It  must  be  present  whenever  the  Lodge  is  opened. 
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Sect.  12.  —  A  visiting  brother,  having  produced  his 
Grand  Lodge  Certificate,  or  Diploma,  has  a  right  to  call  for 
the  Charter  of  the  Lodge  he  desires  to  visit. 

Sect.  13.  — No  brother  shall  be  a  member  of  more  than 
one  Lodge ;  nor  shall  he  hold  more  than  one  office  in  the 
same  Lodge,  or  in  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  same  time. 

Sect.  14.  — The  removal  of  a  brother  into  another  juris- 
diction does  not,  of  itself,  authorize  his  name  to  be  stricken 
from  the  roll  of  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Sect.  15. — No  Mason,  not  a  member  of  some  subordi- 
nate Lodge,  shall  be  allowed  to  visit  the  same  Lodge  in  the 
place  where  he  resides  more  than  twice,  without  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Master  or  vote  of  the  Lodge. 

Sect.  16. — No  Lodge  can  suspend  the  operation  of  a 
By-Law ;  nor,  at  a  Special  Meeting,  alter  or  amend  any 
part  of  the  proceedings  of  a  Stated  one. 

Sect.  17.  —  No  brother  ought  to  be  elected  Masjber  of  a 
Lodge  who  has  not  served  at  least  one  year  in  the  office  of 
Warden. 

Sect.  18.  —  No  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free,  and  Accepted 
Masons  can  legally  assemble  in  this  Commonwealth  under  a 
Warrant  granted  by  any  foreign  masonic  power. 

Sect.  19.  —It  shall  not  be  legal  for  any  Lodge  to 
interfere  with  the  business  or  concerns  of  another  Lodge. 

Sect.  20.  —  Any  vote  passed  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  or 
by  any  subordinate  Lodge,  may  be  reconsidered  at  the 
same  meeting ;  or  at  the  next  subsequent  meeting,  provided 
notice  of  the  intention  to  move  for  such  a  reconsideration 
shall  be  given  at  the  meeting  at  which  the  vote  was  originally 
passed. 
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Sect.  21.— A  Lodge  or  brother  offending  against  any 
law  or  regulation  of  the  Craft,  or  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  to 
the  breach  of  which  no  penalty  is  attached,  shall,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  be  subject  to  admonition, 
suspension,  or  expulsion. 

Sect.  22.  —  No  permanent  regulation  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  shall  be  repealed  or  amended  at  the  meeting  at  which 
such  repeal  or  amendment  is  proposed,  nor  until  it  has  been 
duly  considered  by  a  committee,  to  be  chosen  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  a  previous  Quarterly  Communication.  And  every 
Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  Massachusetts,  shall  be  served  by  the 
Recording  Grand  Secretary  with  an  attested  copy  of  such 
proposed  repeal  or  amendment  within  thirty  days  after  the 
meeting  at  which  such  repeal  or  amendment  is  proposed.  A 
majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  votes  cast  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  adoption  of  any  amendment. 

Sect.  23. — No  Lodge  shall  apply  for,  receive,  or  act 
under  any  corporate  Charter  granted  by  any  Legislature  or 
political  government;  and  the  receiving  such  Charter  of 
incorporation,  or  acting  thereunder  by  any  Lodge  under  this 
jurisdiction,  shall  operate  as  a  surrender  and  revocation  of  its 
masonic  Charter  or  Warrant  from  this  Grand  Lodge. 
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RULES  FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  GRAND 

LODGE. 

Rule  1. — None  but  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
past  or  present  officers  of  other  Grand  Lodges  excepted, 
shall  be  present  at  the  opening  of  the  same,  nor  shall  any 
visitor  be  admitted  during  the  session,  except  by  permission 
of  the  Grand  Master. 

2.  —  All  members  and  visitors  shall  keep  the  seats 
assigned  them,  except  the  Grand  Marshal  and  officers  whose 
duties  may  call  them  about  the  Lodge. 

3.  — All  resolutions  shall  be  submitted  in  writing  before 
there  shall  be  any  debate  upon  them ;  as  shall  all  motions,  if 
the  Grand  Master  or  any  brother  desire  it. 

4.  — All  matters  in  Grand  Lodge  are  to  be  decided  by 
vote,  each  member  having  one  vote  only,  unless  the  question 
be  taken  by  ballot,  when,  if  he  be  entitled  to  two  votes,  he 
may  give  them.  The  Grand  Master  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
vote  on  all  questions,  and  may  also  give  the  casting  vote 
whenever  there  shall  be  an  equal  division. 

5.  — Each  member  shall  vote  on  all  questions,  except 
when  he  is  personally  interested,  unless  specially  excused  by 
the  Grand  Lodge. 
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6.  —  No  brother  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  the  same 
question,  unless  in  explanation,  without  permission  of  the 
Grand  Master. 

7.  — Every  member  who  speaks  shall  rise  and  remain 
standing,  addressing  himself  to  the  Grand  Master ;  nor  shall 
any  brother  presume  to  interrupt  him,  except  on  a  point  of 
order. 

8.  — When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall 
be  received,  except  to  amend,  commit,  lay  upon  the  table,  or 
adjourn. 

9.  — A  motion  to  amend,  until  decided,  shall  preclude  all 
other  amendments  of  the  main  question. 

10.  —  Any  member  may  call  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion where  the  same  will  admit  of  it. 

11.  —  No  new  motion,  which  totally  changes  the  subject 
matter  on  which  the  original  motion  was  intended  to  operate, 
shall  be  admitted,  under  color  of  amendment,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  motion  under  debate. 

12.  — No  member,  except  one  of  the  majority  which 
decided  the  question,  shall  be  allowed  to  move  for  a  recon- 
sideration. 

13.  — After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Grand  Master,  it 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but 
may  be  withdrawn  by  the  mover  at  any  time  before  decision 
or  amendment. 

14.  —  There  shall  be  no  debate  upon  any  question  after  it 
is  put  by  the  Grand  Master. 

15.  — All  motions  and  reports  maybe  committed  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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16.  — While  the  Grand  Master  is  addressing  the  Grand 
Lodge,  or  putting  a  question,  or  a  brother  is  speaking,  no 
member  shall  entertain  any  private  discourse,  nor  pass  be- 
tween the  speaker  and  the  chair. 

17.  —  All  communications,  petitions,  appeals,  resolutions, 
propositions,  and  motions  shall  be  couched  in  decent  and 
respectful  language,  or  they  shall  not  be  entertained  in 
Grand  Lodge. 

18.  —  No  brother  shall  leave  the  Grand  Lodge  during 
the  session,  without  permission  of  the  Grand  Master. 

19.  — If  any  member  shall  have  been  twice  called  to 
order  for  transgressing  these  Rules,  and  shall  nevertheless  be 
guilty  of  a  third  offence,  at  the  same  meeting,  the  Grand 
Master  shall  peremptorily  command  him  to  take  his  seat, 
and  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  speak  again  during  that 
session  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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DEFINITIONS. 


1.  —  Ample  Form.  The  Grand  Lodge  is  declared  to  be 
opened  in  Ample  Form  when  the  Grand  Master  presides. 

2.  —  In  Due  Formy  when  the  Deputy  Grand  Master 
presides.    And  — 

3.  — In  Form9  when  it  is  opened  in  the  absence  of  both 
the  Grand  Master  and  his  Deputy. 

4.  —  Discharged  Member.  This  term  is  applied  to  a 
member  of  a  Lodge  who  has  been  discharged  for  non- 
payment of  his  quarterly  dues,  or  other  violation  of  the  local 
rules  of  his  Lodge. 

5.  — Suspension.  The  suspension  of  a  brother  excludes 
him  from  all  his  masonic  privileges,  and  prohibits  all  masonic 
intercourse  between  him  and  his  brethren  during  the  time  of 
his  suspension. 

6.  —  Expulsion.  This  is  the  highest  penalty  that  can  be 
incurred,  and  the  severest  punishment  that  can  be  inflicted, 
for  any  violation  of  masonic  engagements.  It  excludes  a 
Mason  from  all  his  masonic  rights  and  privileges  forever, 
unless  he  be  restored  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  ought  never 
to  be  exercised  but  with  extreme  caution,  and  in  cases  where 
a  lighter  punishment  wbuld  be  of  no  avail. 
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7.  —  Summons  and  Notification.  These  terms  are  used 
in  the  old  regulations,  and  by  many  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in 
this  country,  synonymously.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts makes  the  following  distinction  :  — 

A  Notification  is  the  notice  by  which  the  time,  place, 
and  hour  (and  frequently  the  business)  of  the  Lodge  are 
communicated  to  the  m&nbers.  This  notice  every  brother 
receiving  it  is  expected  to  obey,  unless  his  doing  so  would 
materially  interfere  with  his  business  engagements.  The 
obligation  which  it  imposes  is  a  general  one ;  and  the  highest 
penalty  incurred  by  a  violation  of  it  is  forfeiture  of  member- 
ship. 

A  Summons  is  a  call  of  authority ;  a  citation  to  appear 
and  answer  to  the  charges  therein  set  forth.  Or,  it  is  an 
imperative  injunction  to  appear  at  a  Special  Meeting  of  the 
Lodge  with  which  the  brother  receiving  it  is  affiliated ;  or  to 
attend  on  the  Grand  Master,  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  or  any  committee  or  other  body  authorized  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  issue  it.  The  obligation  to  obey  it  is 
special  and  obligatory  on  every  brother  receiving  it.  The 
penalty  for  its  non-observance  is  expulsion,  unless  the  party 
offending  be  able  to  urge  a  pressing  and  positive  necessity 
for  his  excuse. 

8.  —  The  Lodge,  The  term  Lodge  is  generally  under- 
stood to  refer  to  the  members  of  a  particular  masonic 
association,  or  the  place  in  which  they  meet.  In  a  few  of 
the  States,  it  technically  signifies  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant, 
which  is  kept  in  the  hall,  and  frequently  carried  in  public 
processions.  The  Ark  is  not  used  in  our  Lodges.  The 
flooring^  or  Master's  carpet,  is  frequently  called  the  Lodge. 
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9.  —  The  Flooring,  or  Carpet,  is  a  regularly  arranged 
painting  of  the  masonic  emblems  on  canvass.  No  Lodge 
should  be  without  one. 

10.  —  The  Trestle-Board,  or  Tracing-Board,  "is  for 
the  Master  to  draw  his  designs  upon" ;  or  it  is  the  board  on 
which  the  designs  of  the  Master  are  already  drawn.  The 
term  is  frequently  used  synonymously  with  flooring  and 
carpet. 


CONFERRING  DEGREES. 

The  following  Order  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  June  4,  1843,  and 
makes  part  of  these  Constitutions  : 

w  Ordered,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  Order, 
it  shall  not  be  regular  to  give  more  than  one  degree  to  the 
same  individual  on  the  same  day,  nor  at  a  less  interval  than 
one  month  from  his  receiving  the  previous  degree,  unless  a 
Dispensation  shall  have  been  obtained  therefor." 
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STANDING  VOTES,  RESOLUTIONS,  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE 
GRAND  LODGE,  NOW  IN  FORCE. 

Ordered,  That  it  shall  not  be  regular,  hereafter,  for  any 
Lodge  which  does  not  usually  issue  written  or  printed  notifi- 
cations of  its  meetings  to  ballot  upon  any  application  for  the 
degrees  when  there  is  a  Dispensation  therefor,  at  any  but 
Stated  Monthly  Meetings,  without  written  or  printed  notifi- 
cations to  the  members  of  the  Lodge,  with  the  name  of  the 
candidate  borne  thereon. 

Voted,  That  the  Secretary  cause  the  Constitutions  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  be  annually  hereafter  published  with  the 
Proceedings. 

Voted,  That  the  Grand  Master  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  such  sums  of  money 
as  are  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  meetings  of 
the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  at  the  Annual  and  Quar- 
terly Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the 
Grand  Master  in  his  Annual  Address  report  such  expendi- 
tures. 

Voted,  That,  in  the  dedication  of  new  masonic  halls,  the 
Grand  Lodge  will  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  its  own 
officers,  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master,  the 
subordinate  Lodge  is  unable  to  bear  them. 
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Voted,  That,  in  constituting  new  Lodges,  the  travelling 
expenses  only  of  the  Grand  Officers  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

Voted,  That  whenever  the  Grand  Officers  are  invited  to 
perform  the  ceremony  of  installation,  either  publicly  or  in 
private,  the  entire  expense  shall  be  borne  by  the  subordinate 
Lodge. 

Voted,  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  be  instructed  to 
make  a  detailed  report  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  his  Annual  Address. 

Voted,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  insert  in  his  notifica- 
tions for  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Fart,  Article, 
and  Section  of  any  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Grand  Con- 
stitutions, which  may  be  in  order  for  deliberation  at  such 
meetings. 
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SINKING  FUND. 

For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  indebtedness  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  removing  the  incumbrances  upon  the  Temple,  and 
placing  the  Charity  Fund  upon  an  independent  basis,  it  is 
hereby  ordered  and  decreed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts, as  folio ws  :  — 

That  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  as  Grand  Lodge  dues,  shall 
be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  September,  annually,  for  the  term 
of  thirteen  years,  by  every  affiliated  Mason  under  our  juris- 
diction. 

Said  sum  shall  be  collected  by  the  Lodges  of  their  mem- 
bers, and  paid  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  at 
their  annual  visits. 

Any  member,  by  paying  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  at  one 
time,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  the  operation  of  this 
decree. 

No  non-affiliated  Mason,  residing  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, shall  visit  any  Lodge  without  first  paying  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  cents  at  each  visit,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  by 
the  Lodges  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  as  before 
ordered. 

Said  moneys  shall  constitute  the  sinking-fund  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  which  all  moneys  unappropriated  at  the  end  of 
each  year  shall  be  added,  and  the  same  shall  be  separately 
invested  by  the  Grand  Treasurer,  under  the  direction  of  the 
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Board  of  Directors,  and  pledged  to  the  payment  of  the  debt 
upon  the  Temple. 

The  Grand  Treasurer,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  shall  make  a  full  and  exact  report  of  the  sinking-fund, 
of  the  amount  received  from  each  Lodge,  the  amount  in- 
vested, and  how  much  invested,  and  of  all  matters  relating 
thereto. 

Resolved j  That  this  Grand  Lodge  hereby  pledges  the  faith 
of  the  Fraternity  of  the  Commonwealth  to  sustain  the  M.W. 
Grand  Master  and  the  Board  of  Directors  in  completing  and 
paying  for  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  now  being  erected  in 
this  city. 


THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


57 


STATIONS  OF  THE  GRAND  OFFICERS  IN  THE  GRAND 
LODGE. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master, 
In  the  East,  at  the  head  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Tbb  R.W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
In  the  East,  next  to  and  left  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

The  R.W.  Senior  Grand  Warden, 
In  the  West. 

The  R.W.  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
In  the  South. 

The  R.W.  Past  Grand  Masters, 
In  the  East,  at  the  right  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  the  Junior  Past  Grand 
Master  next  to  the  Grand  Master. 

The  R.W.  Past  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 
In  the  East,  at  the  right  of  the  Past  Grand  Masters. 

The  R.W.  Past  Grand  Wardens, 
In  the  East,  at  the  right  of  the  Past  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

The  R.W.  Grand  Treasurer, 

On  the  right,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Master. 

The  R.W.  Recording  Grand  Secretary, 
On  the  left,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Master. 

The  R.W.  Corresponding  Grand  Secretary, 
On  the  left,  next  to  the  Recording  Grand  Secretary. 

The  R.W.  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 
In  the  East,  on  the  left  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

The  W.  and  Rey.  Grand  Chaplains, 
In  the  East,  the  Senior  upon  a  raised  dais  in  front  of  the  Grand  Master  and  be- 
tween him  and  the  Past  Junior  Grand  Master ;  and  the  Junior  upon  a  raised 
dais  upon  the  left  of  the  Grand  Master  and  between  him  and  the  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  both  being  upon  a  lower  grade  than  that  of  the  Grand  Master  and  that 
of  the  officers  upon  his  right  and  left. 
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The  W.  Grand  Marshal, 
Upon  the  left  of  the  Grand  Master,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Secretary. 

The  W.  Senior  Grand  Deacon, 
Upon  the  right  of  the  Grand  Master,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

The  W.  Junior  Grand  Deacon, 
In  the  West,  at  the  right  of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

The  W.  Grand  Stewards, 
In  the  South,  two  upon  the  right,  and  two  upon  the  left  of  the  Junior  Grand  War- 
den, upon  each  side,  one  Steward  in  front  of  the  other. 

The  W.  Grand  Sword  -  Bearer, 
At  the  left  of  the  Grand  Marshal. 

The  W.  Grand  Standard  -  Bearer, 
At  the  left  of  the  Grand  Sword-Bearer. 

The  W.  Grand  Pursuivants, 
Near  the  doors  of  entrance  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  whose  duty  it  is  "  to  receive  all 
reports  from  the  Grand  Tyler,  to  announce  the  name  and  masonic  rank  of  all  who 
desire  admission,  and  to  see  that  none  enter  without  wearing  their  appropriate 
decorations" 

The  W.  Grand  Lecturers, 
The  first  and  second  on  the  right  of  the  Senior  Grand  Deacon,  and  the  third  in  the 
West,  at  the  left  of  the  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Br.  Grand  Organist, 
At  the  Organ. 

Br.  Grand  Ttler, 
Outside  of  the  entrance  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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Act  of  Incorporation    3 

Amendments  to  By-Laws,  how  proposed   46 

Appeals  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  how  made   27 

Application  for  degrees,  to  be  in  writing   88 

Auditing  Committee   21 

to  consist  of  three  members     .......  21 

how  chosen   21 

duty  of   21 

Board  of  Directors   6 

who  constitute   6 

power  of   7 

presiding  officer  of   7 

recording  officer  of   7 

meeting  of,  how  called    7 

action  of  majority  of,  binding   7 

to  whom  subject    6 

By-Laws,  power  to  make   6 

of  Grand  Lodge.    See  Permanent  Regulations 

of  subordinate  Lodge,  operation  of  not  to  be  suspended  .  44 

Candidates  for  the  degrees,  initiation  of  88,  89 

to  make  application  in  writing   88 

form  of  petition  for  degrees   88 

to  stand  proposed  one  month,  except   88 

inquiry  as  to  their  moral  character   88 

names  to  be  borne  on  notifications   89 

not  to  receive  more  than  one  degree  same  day       ...  61 

rejected,  not  to  be  received  elsewhere,  except        ...  89 

may  be  recommended  after  rejection   89 

if  not  recommended  after  rejection,  course  to  be  pursued  89 
if  rejected,  not  to  be  initiated  in  any  other  Lodge  without  re- 
commendation   39 

must  be  admitted  by  unanimous  vote  only      ....  40 

when  balloted  for,  every  member  present  must  vote  40 

if  maimed  or  deformed   40 

to  be  initiated  in  the  place  of  their  residence   ....  40 
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Candidates  for  the  degrees  {continued). 

when  belonging  to  another  State,  what  is  required  ...  41 

when  initiated  or  crafted  in  another  Lodge                 .      .  41 

may  be  objected  to  by  any  member  before  degree  is  conferred  41 

fees  to  be  paid  by,  on  receiving  the  degree      ....  41 

Certificates,  to  be  attested  by  Grand  Secretary   15 

the  Grand  Seal  to  be  affixed  to  them   1& 

Charter  of  subordinate  Lodge,  how  obtained  21,  22 

fees  to  be  paid  for   22 

to  be  in  charge  of  the  Master   44 

must  be  present  when  the  Lodge  is  opened     ....  44 

when  it  may  be  called  for  by  visiting  brother  .            .  46 

surrender  of,  to  Grand  Lodge   23 

how  it  may  be  restored  28,  24 

when  declared  forfeited,  must  be  returned  to  Grand  Lodge  24 

may  be  suspended  or  cancelled   24 

Clothing  of  Grand  Officers  and  officers  of  Lodges  28,  29,  30,  31 

See  Dress,  Jewels,  and  Regalia. 

Committee  on  Library       .    19 

Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  how  appointed      ....  27 

must  be  members  of  Grand  Lodge   28 

to  report  in  writing   28 

their  report  to  be  made  at  next  meeting   28 

who  shall  be  Chairman   28 

Chairman  to  notify  the  other  members  of  the  Committee  28 

expenses  of,  how  paid    28 

Communications,  when  to  be  held   8 

Constituting  a  new  Lodge   23 

Corresponding  Grand  Secretary,  duties  of   16 

shall  lay  before  the  Grand  Lodge  matters  of  masonic  interest  16 

to  answer  all  foreign  communications  when  required            .  16 

to  read  all  communications  to  Grand  Lodge,  if  requested       .  16 

must  be  a  Past  Master   9 

Declaration  of  Grand  Officers   12 

Definitions   60 

Ample  form,  due  form,  form   60 

Discharged  member   60 

Suspension   60 

Expulsion     60 

Notification   60,61 

Summons  60,  61 

The  Lodge   61 

Flooring  or  Carpet   62 

Trestle-Board,  or  Tracing-Board   62 

Degrees,  not  more  than  one  to  be  conferred  same  day  without  Dispen- 
sation   62 
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Deputy  Grand  Master,  power  and  duty  of   13 

rank  and  title   7 

must  be  a  Fast  Master   9 

appointed  by  Grand  Master  10 

to  preside  in  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Master  .      .      .  13 

to  call  special  meetings  of  Grand  Lodge  in  certain  cases  .      .  13 

when  he  may  call  meetings  of  Grand  Officers  ....  13 

when  he  shall  be  Grand  Master  ex  officio   18 

Dispensation  necessary  to  confer  more  than  one  degree  same  day  52 

Dispensations  for  new  Lodges   21 

to  be  issued  by  Grand  Master  or  Grand  Lodge       ...  21 

petition  for,  how  to  be  countersigned   21 

petitioners  for,  how  recommended   21 

fees  for,  and  to  whom  paid   22 

to  be  returned  in  one  year   22 

form  of  a  petition  for   22 

Lodges  under  not  entitled  to  representation  in  Grand  Lodge  .  28 
See  Note. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  power  and  duty  of  ...  16 

to  be  appointed  by  Grand  Master   10 

rank  of   7 

to  visit  Lodges,  inspect  their  By-Laws,  Records,  and  mode  of 

Work   16 

may  delegate  their  duties   16 

may  grant  Dispensations  for  initiation  of  candidates  and  for 

public  processions   16 

to  communicate  edicts  and  regulations  of  Grand  Lodge  .  16 

to  furnish  diplomas  to  Lodges   16 

to  receive  returns  of  Lodges,  and  receipt  for  all  dues  .  16 
to  transmit  the  returns  and  fees  received  to  Grand  Treasurer  .      .  16 

to  be  reimbursed  for  their  necessary  expenses  ....  16 

form  of  receipt  to  be  given  to  Grand  Treasurer             .  17 

must  be  Past  Masters  9 

to  sanction  petitions  for  the  removal  of  Lodges       ...  34 

how  to  be  received  by  Lodges   33 

to  present  accounts  to  Board  of  Directors  16,  17 

Division  of  funds  prohibited       ....  .24 

Dress  of  Grand  Officers  28,29 

of  officers  of  Lodges   30 

of  Master  Masons   30 

Elected  officers  not  to  act  until  installed   12 

Elections  in  Grand  Lodge   10 

Eligibility  of  Grand  Officers   9 

Exemplification  of  the  Work   18 

Expulsions  from  Lodges   26,  26,  39 

to  be  confirmed  by  Grand  Lodge   26 
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Expulsions  (continued). 

roles  to  be  observed  in  cases  of  25,  26 

an  attested  copy  of  Proceedings  to  be  sent  up  to  Grand  Lodge  26 

from  Chapters  or  Encampments,  effect  of       ....  26 

for  non-payment  of  dues,  prohibited   26 

Fees  to  Grand  Lodge   96 

for  degrees   41 

for  Dispensations   22 

for  Charters   22 

Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist   11 

Forfeiture  of  Charters   23 

Form  of  declaration  for  Grand  Officers   12 

of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master's  receipt  to  Grand  Treasurer  17 

of  a  petition  for  Dispensation  for  new  Lodge    ....  22 

of  proxy  for  representative  in  Grand  Lodge     ....  37 

of  petition  for  the  degrees   38 

Funds,  division  of  prohibited   24 

Funeral  honors,  when  allowed    ........  44 

Funerals,  who  may  be  buried  with  the  formalities  of  the  Order        .  44 

Grand  Chaplains,  duties  of   17 

Marshal           „    17 

Deacons  „   17, 18 

Stewards         „    18 

Sword-Bearer    „    18 

Pursuivants,     „    18 

Lecturers  to  be  Past  Masters  18, 19 

Tyler,  duties  of   19 

Grand  Charity  Fund   20 

to  be  under  direction  of  a  Board  of  Trustees   ....  20 

how  to  be  increased    20 

interest  arising  from,  how  appropriated   20 

Grand  Lodge,  style  and  title  of   6 

Communications  of  -  8 

officers  and  members  of   7 

powers  of  .                  .    8, 9 

supremacy  of   8 

meeting  of,  how  notified   8 

special  meetings  of,  how  called       ....             .  8 

to  make  laws  and  regulations  for  the  Craft           ...  8 

to  establish  and  preserve  uniformity  of  work   .  8,  9 

to  grant  Dispensations  and  Charters,  and  to  revoke  them  9 

to  decide  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  Lodges  or  the  Craft  9 

powers  of,  relative  to  expulsions   9 

in  case  of  death  of  Grand  Officers,  to  fill  vacancies        .      .  10 

may  reverse  decision  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  ....  27 

no  brother  admitted  into,  without  his  proper  clothing            .  31 
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may  punish  for  the  breach  of  a  law  where  no  penalty  is  annexed  46 

members  only  to  be  present  at  opening   47 

Tisitora  admitted  by  Grand  Master   47 

members  to  keep  their  seats   47 

resolutions  must  be  in  writing   47 

number  of  votes  to  which  members  are  entitled  10,  11,  37,  47 

members  to  vote,  unless  excused  47,  48 

members  not  to  speak  more  than  twice  to  same  question        .  48 

speaker  to  rise  and  not  be  interrupted   48 

what  morions  are  in  order  during  debate   48 

a  motion  to  amend,  effect  of   48 

division  of  the  question   48 

a  motion  changing  the  subject  under  discussion,  not  in  order  .  48 

motion  for  reconsideration  48 

when  a  motion  may  be  withdrawn  by  mover   ....  48 

no  debate  after  the  question  is  put   48 

motions  and  reports  may  be  committed   49 

private  discourse  prohibited,  during  debate     ....  49 

petitions,  &c.,  to  be  expressed  in  respectful  language            .  49 

no  member  or  visitor  to  leave  without  permission    ...  49 

penalty  for  transgressing  rules  of  order   49 

Grand  Master,  his  rank  and  title   7 

must  be  a  Past  Master   9 

when  and  how  elected   10 

two-thirds  of  the  votes  necessary  for  a  choice  ....  10 

not  eligible  for  more  than  three  years  successively,  except  10 

how  he  shall  be  installed   11 

shall  install  his  Deputy  and  the  elective  officers      ...  11 

his  powers  and  prerogatives  12,  13 

may  convene  any  subordinate  Lodge  and  preside  therein  12 

may  require  conformity  to  regulations  of  Grand  Lodge    .      .  12 

may  suspend  a  brother  or  a  Lodge   13 

may  grant  Dispensations  for  processions  and  for  degrees  .  18 
may  do  all  acts  and  things  warranted  by  ancient  usuages  of  the 

Craft   13 

may  permit  his  Deputy  to  call  meetings  of  the  Grand  Officers  .  18 
his  inability  from  sickness  or  other  cause  to  attend  Grand 

Lodge   11 

in  case  of  death  or  resignation  of   13 

all  officers  not  elective  to  be  appointed  by  him       ...  10 

may  grant  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges        ....  21 

his  consent  to  hold  any  Lodge  of  Instruction  ....  31 

may  suspend  or  dissolve  it  31,  32 

to  appoint  Committee   27 

Grand  Officers,  rank  and  title  of   7 

9 
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Grand  Officers  (continued). 

qualifications  of   9 

who  of  them  to  be  Past  Masters   9 

who  not  to  be  Master  or  Warden  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  9 
must  be  permanent  members  of  Grand  Lodge,  or  members  of 

a  subordinate  Lodge   9 

elected,  how  and  when  to  be  chosen   10 

in  case  of  death  or  resignation,  vacancies  filled       ...  10 

who  to  be  appointed   10 

installation  of   11 

when  and  by  whom  installed   11 

declaration  to  be  made   12 

who  of  them  not  to  be  Master  or  Warden  of  a  subordinate 

Lodge   9 

when  installed,  to  be  proclaimed  by  Grand  Marshal             .  12 

to  perform  no  official  duty,  until  installed       ....  12 

to  retain  their  stations  until  successors  are  installed       .  12 
when  some  of  them  are  absent,  right  of  succession        .      .   IS,  14 
Grand  Secretaries.   See  Recording  Grand  Secretary  and  Corresponding 

Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Treasurer,  duties  of   14 

to  give  bonds  for  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust  ...  14 
to  receive  all  moneys  due  Grand  Lodge  from  District  Deputy 

Grand  Masters   14 

to  receive  the  fees  for  Dispensations  and  Charters   ...  22 

to  invest  unappropriated  funds   14 

to  receive  all  moneys  paid  to  the  Grand  Lodge       ...  14 

to  pay  bills  passed  by  Board  of  Directors  ....  14 
shall  have  in  charge  all  regalia  not  intrusted  to  Senior  Grand 

Steward   14 

must  be  a  Past  Master   9 

to  transfer  funds  to  his  successor  in  office  .  14, 15 

Grand  Wardens.    See  Senior  Grand  Warden  and  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Installation  of  Grand  Officers   11 

to  take  place  on  the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist   .      *  11 
to  be  performed  by  proxy  in  certain  cases       .                  .  11, 12 
See  Grand  Officer*. 

Interments.   See  Funerals. 

Itinerant  Masons   44 

Jewels  of  Grand  Officers  28,29 

of  officers  of  subordinate  Lodges   80 

must  be  worn  in  Grand  Lodge  by  all  officers   ....  81 

if  not  worn,  officers  not  allowed  to  vote,  except      ...  81 

Junior  Grand  Warden,  rank  and  title   7 

when  and  how  elected   10 

two-thirds  of  the  votes  necessary  for  a  choice  ....  10 
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not  eligible  for  more  than  three  years  successively  .  10 

but  may  be  advanced  to  the  rank  of  Senior  Grand  Warden    .  10 

must  be  a  Past  Master   9 

to  assist  the  Grand  Master  in  Grand  Lodge     .      .      .      .  13 

to  attend  the  Grand  Master  whenever  required       ...  13 

his  duty  when  Grand  Master  presides  in  subordinate  Lodge   .  13 

when  to  preside  in  Grand  Lodge   14 

Lectures  not  sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Lodge  prohibited       .  44 

Library  Committee   19 

Lodges  of  Instruction,  how  formed   81 

permission  of  the  Grand  Master   31 

who  may  become  members  of   .  81,  32 

who  responsible  for  the  proceedings  therein    ....  31 

names  of  brethren  who  attend,  to  be  kept  ....  31 
how  they  may  be  suspended  or  dissolved        .      .      .      .  81,  82 

Lodges.    See  Subordinate  Lodges. 

Blaster  of  a  Lodge,  when  entitled  to  Fast  Master's  Diploma     .  43 

not  to  be  tried  by  his  Lodge   26 

may  be  impeached  by  five  members   26 

or  by  District  Deputy  Grand  Master   26 

may  be  suspended  by  Grand  Master   26 

may  be  summoned  before  Grand  Lodge   26 

ought  to  have  been  a  Warden  before  chosen  Master       .  45 

to  have  special  charge  of  the  Charter   48 

right  to  vote  in  Grand  Lodge   7 

Meetings  of  Grand  Lodge,  when  to  be  held   8 

Membership  not  forfeited  by  removal   45 

Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge   7 

when  they  may  give  more  than  one  vote -in  elections  .  10, 11 

allowed  to  hold  one  office  only  at  the  same  time     ...  44 

when  allowed  three  votes   87 

Members  of  Lodges,  must  be  Master  Masons   43 

must  vote  on  the  question  of  admitting  a  candidate  39 

may  be  excused  from  voting  by  the  Lodge      ....  89 

may  object  to  conferring  the  degrees   41 

discharged  for  non-payment  of  dues  ......  48 

not  to  join  more  than  one  Lodge   45 

of  suspended  Lodges  not  to  visit  or  join  another  Lodge  .      .  24 

Office,  one  only  to  be  held  at  the  same  time   45 

Officers  of  Grand  Lodge     .   7 

New  Lodges  to  be  constituted  by  Grand  Master      ...  23 

or  by  6ome  brother  commissioned  by  him     ...  23 

Non-payment  of  dues,  penalty  for   26 

Notifications  for  Lodge  meetings  in  writing  {see  note)  .      .      •      .  39,  42 

Past  Masters,  when  to  preside  in  Grand  Lodge   14 
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Permanent  members  of  Grand  Lodge   7 

Permanent  members  of  Grand  Lodge,  consisting  of  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ters, Past  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  and  Past  Grand  Wardens  .  7 
eligible  to  office  in  Grand  Lodge,  though  not  members  of  any 

Lodge   9 

entitled  to  one  vote  only,  unless  they  are  Masters  or  Wardens 

of  Lodges   10 

resuming  office  in  Grand  Lodge,  entitled  to  one  vote  only  11 

Permanent  regulations  of  Grand  Lodge      ......  46 

not  to  be  repealed  or  amended  at  the  meeting  when  proposed  .  46 

nor  until  they  have  been  considered  by  a  committee       .  46 

must  be  adopted  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds   46 

Petition  for  Dispensation  for  new  Lodge,  form  of      ...  22 

to  be  signed  by  seven  Master  Masons  at  least  ....  21 

how  countersigned   21 

how  approbated  21,  22 

for  removal  of  a  Lodge   $4 

how  sanctioned  and  approved   S4 

Political  discussions  forbidden  in  Lodges   43 

Powers  of  Grand  Lodge    8,  9 

Processions,  public,  forbidden   44 

but  may  be  permitted  by  Grand  Master   44 

or  by  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master        ....  44 

Proxies  of  Lodges   36 

to  be  Master  Masons   36 

to  be  members  of  the  Lodge   36 

right  to  vote  when  Master  and  Wardens  are  absent  ...  36 

letter  of  appointment,  form  of   37 

commission  of,  to  be  renewed  annually  36,  37 

not  to  represent  more  than  one  Lodge   37 

for  Grand  Officers,  at  installations  11, 12 

Qualifications  of  Grand  Officers   9 

Rank  of  Grand  Officers   7 

Reconsideration   45 

Recording  Grand  Secretary,  duties  of       ...  .15 

must  be  a  Past  Master   9 

to  give  notice  of  meetings  of  Grand  Lodge      ....  15 

to  receive  petitions,  applications,  and  appeals  ....  15 

to  affix  the  Grand  Seal  to  Charters  and  Commissions            .  15 

to  keep  a  list  of  the  Lodges   15 

to  attend  Committees  when  required   15 

to  distribute  the  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge                        .  15 

to  make  a  transcript  of  the  records  annually  ....  16 
Regalia  of  Grand  Officers  and  Officers  of  Lodges                         .  29,  30 

Restoration  of  a  brother  to  Masonry,  effect  of     i  27 

does  not  restoie  him  to  membership  in  a  Lodge      ...  27 
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Restoration  of  Charters      .    24 

Revocation  of  Charters   23 

Rules  for  government  of  Grand  Lodge   47 

St.  John  the  Evangelist,  anniversary  of   8 

Seal,  by  whom  kept  and  used   6 

Senior  Grand  Warden,  rank  and  title   7 

when  and  how  elected   10 

two-thirds  of  the  votes  necessary  for  a  choice  ....  10 

not  eligible  for  more  than  three  years  successively  ...  10 

must  be  a  Past  Master     -   9 

to  assist  the  Grand  Master  in  Grand  Lodge     .      .  13 

to  attend  the  Grand  Master  whenever  required  .  .  .  13 
his  duty  when  the  Grand  Master  presides  in  a  subordinate 

Lodge   13 

when  to  preside  in  the  Grand  Lodge   14 

Special  meetings,  restricted  as  to  business  done  at  a  stated  one  44 

Subordinate  Lodges,  power  and  duties  of   38 

when  charter  of  to  be  returned  .......  35 

allowed  three  votes  in  Grand  Lodge   37 

not  to  hold  more  than  one  Communication  on  same  day  .  .  41 
not  to  confer  either  degree  upon  more  than  five  candidates  at 

one  Communication   41 

when  but  one  candidate  to  be  present   42 

when  visited  by  District  Deputy  Grand  Master      ...  33 

to  make  annual  returns  of  members  and  initiates     ...  34 

penalty  for  neglect  to  make  returns   34 

may  be  removed  from  one  place  to  another     ....  34 

meetings  of,  to  be  held  in  places  fixed  by  their  Charter  .      .  34 

right  to  instruct  their  representatives  fn  Grand  Lodge    .  34 

elective  officers  of,  not  to  act  until  installed     .      .      .      .  12 

rights  of  a  minority  of,  when  a  majority  withdraw  ...  35 

Masters  and  Wardens  of,  to  produce  books,  &c.,  in  certain  cases  35 

to  observe  uniformity  of  Work   35 

to  pay  fees  to  the  Grand  Lodge   86 

to  be  represented  in  Grand  Lodge   36 

may  appoint  a  proxy  to  represent  them   36 

form  of  proxy    37 

commission  to  proxy  to  be  issued  annually      .  37 

form  of  petition  for  initiation   38 

not  to  initiate  a  candidate  rejected  elsewhere  ....  39 

not  to  initiate  a  candidate  without  a  unanimous  vote      .      .  39 

candidates  to  be  proposed  one  month  before  initiation  .  38 
not  to  initiate  a  candidate  from  another  town  where  a  Lodge  is 

held   40 

as  to  physical  deformity  .      .  40 

to  receive  fees  from  candidates   41 
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forbidden  to  take  notes  of  hand  for  fees   41 

not  to  initiate  candidates  in  the  absence  of  Master  and  Wardens  41 

what  business  to  be  transacted  in  a  Masters'  Lodge  ...  48 

to  admit  as  members,  Master  Masons  only  ....  43 
may  take  cognizance  of  the  conduct  of  a  sojourning  brother      43,  44 

not  to  permit  the  delivery  of  unauthorized  lectures  ...  44 

not  to  form  public  processions  without  permission  ...  44 

not  to  recommend  itinerant  Masons   44 

ought  to  meet  once  a  month,  except  during  summer  44 

not  to  deprive  a  brother  of  membership  who  has  removed      .  45 

their  power  to  exclude  visitors,  in  certain  cases      ...  45 

not  to  suspend  the  operation  of  their  own  By-Laws              .  45 

not  to  assemble  under  a  foreign  Charter   45 

not  to  interfere  with  the  concerns  of  other  Lodges  ...  45 

political  discussions  forbidden  in   44 

liable  to  admonition,  suspension,  or  expulsion  ....  45 

restricted  relative  to  the  power  of  reconsidering  votes           .  45 

dress  and  Jewels  for  officers  of   80 

no  brother  admitted  into,  without  his  appropriate  clothing     .  31 

shall  have  no  power  to  try  their  Master   26 

but  five  members  of,  may  impeach  him   26 

shall  not  expel  from  the  rights  of  Masonry  for  non-payment  of 

dues   26 

but  may  suspend  from  membership   26 

new,  to  be  constituted  by  Grand  Master   23 

Charter  of,  in  whose  custody  to  be  kept  •  44 

when  and  by  whom  it  may  be  called  for  45 

Succession  of  Grand  Officers   '  13,  14 

Surrender  of  Charters   23 

of  property  required   .  23, 24 

Suspension  of  Lodges   13 

of  members   25 

rules  to  be  observed  in  cases  of.   See  Expulsions  .  26,  26 

Standing  Votes,  Resolutions,  and  Orders  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  now 

in  force   53 

Sinking  Fund   55 

Stations  of  the  Grand  Officers  in  the  Grand  Lodge    ....  57 

Treasurer  to  render  account  annually  to  Board  of  Directors     .      .  14 

Uniformity  of  work  to  be  observed   44 

Violation  of  regulations   45 

Visitors,  exhibiting  certificates,  may  call  for  Charter        ...  46 

not  to  visit  more  than  twice,  in  certain  cases  ....  46 

Votes,  when  and  how  to  be  reconsidered   45 

Wardens  of  Lodges,  voters  in  Grand  Lodge   7 

Warrant  or  Charter  may  be  suspended  or  cancelled  ...  9,  13,  24 
Work  and  Lectures  9,  35 


